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SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


JOINT    OOMIMITTEE 


cm 


THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR, 


IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 


SUPPLEHXNTAL  TO  8XNATE  RKPORT  NO.  142,  38TH  CONORISS,  2D  SESSION. 

VOLUME    I. 


WASHINGTON: 

OOVBBNMBNT     PRINTING    OFFICB. 
1866. 


In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Junt  Ir*,  1866. 

Rf solved,  By  tlio  Senate,  (the  Huiiso  of  Representatives  concnrriug,)  that  there  be 
primeil  t\*r  the  use  of  tlio  niomlKin*  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress,  the  n?ports  of  Major 
<ienernl>  W.  T.  .Sherman,  (ii.»orjre  H.  'lljonias,  Jolm  Pope,  J.  G.  Foster,  A.  Pleiisuiitou, 
uii<]  K.  A.  Hitchcock,  made  to  the  Joiot  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  "War,  topethor 
witii  ^uch  other  repurt.s  as  may  be  received  by  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
<'oiij:re.-s.  the  same  uiimbcr,  and  in  the  same  style,  as  wen*  printed  of  the  reports  heretofore 
made  by  said  coiumittee. 

Attest:  J.  W.  FORNEY,  Secritarjf. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 

June  2(»,  iJM]6. 

Uesoited^  That  the  Hous«*  concur  in  the  forej^oinp  resohitiou  ol  the  Scjnate  in  relation  to 
the  printing  of  the  rejHirts  of  Major  Generals  Sherman,  Thomas.  Pope,  Foster,  Plea^anton, 
and  Hitchcock,  made  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  &c. 

Attest:  E.  MrPHERSON,  Clerk. 


REPORTS 


MADE  TO  THE 


JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR, 


MAJOR  GENERAL  W.  T.  SHEmUN, 
MAJOR  GENERAL  GEORGE  H.  THOMAS 
MAJOR  GENERAL  JOHN  POPE, 
MAJOR  GENERAL  J.  S.  FOSTER, 
MAJOR  GENERAL  A.  PLEASANTON, 
MAJOR  GENERAL  E   A.  HITCHCOCK, 
MAJOR  GENERAL  P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JAMES  B.  RICKETTS, 
COMMLT^'ICATION  OF  NORMAN  WIARD, 
MEMORIAL  OF  NORMAN  WIARD. 


REPORT 


MAJOR  GENERAL  W.  T.  SHERMAN,  U.  S.  A.. 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR. 


REPORT 

OF 

MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  T.  SHERMAN 

TO  THE 

HON.  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR. 


Committee  Room,  Conduct  of  the  War, 

Washingtot^y  D.  C,  May  22,  186/5. 
General:   The  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  have  found  it  im- 
possible to  take  testimony  heretofore  in  regard  to  the  many  important  campaigns 
in  which  you  have  been  engaged  since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion. 

In  order  to  place  upon  record  some  reliable  account  of  those  campaigns,  the 
committee  have  decided  that  the  best  way  was  to  submit  to  you  some  questions 
in  writing  which  are  herewith  enclosed,  and  request  you  to  prepare  answers  to 
them,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  chairman  at  any  time  prior  to  the  next  session 
of  Congre??,  for  publication. 

The  committee  desire  that  you  will  make  your  statement  as  full  and  detailed 
a?  may  be  necessary  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  subject  of  inquiry  in  every 
respect,  and  for  that  purpose  they  would  like  to  have  you  submit  copies  of 
the  enclosed  interrogatories,  with  such  others  as  may  suggest  themselves  to  you, 
to  those  of  your  subordinates  in  any  campaign  whom  you  may  deem  best  quali- 
fied to  furnish  information;  their  statements  to  be  forwarded  with  your  own. 
I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

B.  F.  WADE, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman. 


Questions, 


No.  1.  Please  state  what  positions  you  have  held  and  what  commands  you 
iare  exercised  since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  giving  the  periods 
daring;  which  those  commands  respectively  have  been  exercised  by  you. 

No.  2.  Please  state  such  particulars  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  a  proper 
nnderiJtAnding  of  the  several  campaigns  in  which  you  have  been  engaged ;  set- 
tbg  forth  the  orders  and  instructions  under  which  those  campaigns  were  con- 
ducted, and  the  principal  orders  and  instructions  given  by  you,  with  such  inci- 
dents and  circumstances  as  you  consider  will  be  of  interest  to  the  public; 
tppending  to  your  statement  copies  of  your  reports  and  those  of  your  principal 
subordinates,  and  keeping  the  account  of  each  campaign  by  itself  as  far  as  con- 
Tenient. 
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Ansu:ers, 

No.  1.  On  the  first  day  of  June,  1861,  I  was  a  citizen  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, residing  there  with  my  family,  and  engaged  in  business  as  president  of 
the  Fifth  street  railroad.  On  a  summons  from  my  brother,  John  Sherman,  I 
proceeded  to  the  city  of  Washington,  and,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  of  War,  Simpn  Cameron,  an  appointment  as  colonel 
of  the  13th  regiment  United  States  regular  infantry,  reported  for  duty,  and  by 
Special  Orders  No.  105,  of  June  20,  1861,  was  assigned  to  duty  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  army.  Lieutenant  General  Scott  commanding. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  was  ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  Brigadier  General  Mc- 
Dowell, commanding  department  northeast  Virginia,  and  by  Special  Order  No. 
16  from  those  headquarters  was  ordered  to  relieve  Colonel  D.  Hunter  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Corcoran ;  relieved  him  same  day,  and  proceeded  to  prepare  the 
troops  there  for  field  service. 

On  the  21st  July,  commanded  a  brigade  in  General  Tyler's  division 
at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  official  report  of  which,  dated  July  25,  1801,  is  on 
file  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

About  the  middle  of  August,  1861,  General  Robert  Anderson,  about  to  be 
assigned  to  command  the  department  of  the  Cumberland,  sent  for  me  to  meet 
him  at  Willard's  hotel,  when  he  notified  me  he  had  applied  for  myself,  Brigadier 
Generals  Thomas,  Burnside,  and  Buell,to  act  under  him  in  his  new  command.  I 
then  expressed  to  him,  and  also  to  President  Lincoln,  that  I  did  not  wish  to  be 
placed  in  any  conspicuous  position,  but  would  attempt  any  amount  of  work. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  received  an  appointment  of  brigadier  general  of 
United  States  volunteers.  August  28,  1861,  was  relieved  of  command  at  Fort 
Corcoran  by  General  Fitz  John  Porter,  pursuant  to  Special  Order  No.  11,  Au- 
gust 28,  1861,  of  Major  General  McClellan,  and  ordered  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
to  report  in  person  to  General  Robert  Anderson ;  by  him  was  sent  on  a  tour  to 
the  governors  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  to  confer  with  Major  General  Fre- 
mont, at  St.  Louis,  and  summoned  back  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  time  to  take 
command  of  a  detachment  of  volunteers  and  militia  sent  out  to  Muldroagh  Hill  to 
check  the  advance  of  the  rebel  army  on  Louisville ;  remained  out  in  command 
of  that  force  until  summoned  back  to  Louisville  to  be  placed  in  chief  command 
of  the  department,  by  reason  of  General  Anderson's  health  compelling  him  to 
return  east.  Earnestly  remonstrated  against  being  placed  in  chief  command, 
and,  considering  the  President  pledged  not  to  put  me  in  any  prominent  com- 
mand, urged  it  with  earnestness,  and  was  relieved  pursuant  to  Special  Orders 
No.  305,  Adjutant  General's  office,  Washington,  D.  C,  November  13,  1861, 
and  ordered  to  report  to  Major  General  Halleck  for  duty  in  the  department  of 
Missouri.  Reported  at  St.  Louis,  November  24,  1861,  and  by  Special  Order 
No.  8  was  assigned  to  special  inspection  duty,  as  therein  defined ;  and  subsequently, 
by  Special  Order  No.  87,  of  December  23,  1861,  put  in  command  of  the  post  of 
Benton  barracks.  Remained  there  in  command  until  February  17,  1862,  when 
I  was  sent,  by  a  telegraphic  order  from  General  Halleck,  to  Paducah  to 
control  the  movement  of  supplies  and  troops  for  General  Grant,  then  operating 
up  the  Tennessee  river.  Remained  there  until  about  the  9th  of  March,  1862, 
when,  by  General  Halleck's  order,  I  made  up  a  division  of  twelve  <  12)  new 
regiments,  just  arrived,  with  which  to  take  the  field. 

March  10,  1862,  moved  in  transports  up  the  Tennessee  river,  and  reported 
for  duty  to  Major  General  C.  F.  Smith,  at  Savannah,  Tennessee ;  was  sent  up 
the  Tennessee  to  break  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad  at  or  near  Burns- 
rille,  Mississippi.  Failed,  by  reason  of  the  high  water,  and,  by  verbal  order 
of  Major  General  Smith,  still  in  command  at  Savannah,  Tennessee,  landed  at 
Pittsburg  Landing,  March  16,  1862.    Marched  out  to  Monterey,  ten  (10)  miles, 
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and,  bj  orders,  drew  back  and  made  camp  at  Shiloli  meeting-house.  Remained 
there,  drilling  and  organizing,  and,  April  6  and  7,  18G2,  took  part  in  the  battle 
ot'  Shiloh,  under  command  of  Major  General  U.  S.  Grant,  and  aften^'ards  moved 
on  Corinth,  Mississippi,. with  the  grand  army  commanded  by  Major  General  H. 
W.  Halleck,  (April  29,  1862.) 

May  1,  1862,  promoted  to  major  general  of  United  States  volunteers. 

May  30, 1862,  entered  Corinth,  and,  by  order  of  Major  General  Halleck,  moved 
my  own  and  Major  General  Hurlbut's  division  to  Chewalla,  Mississippi,  thence 
along  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  repairing  it,  until  July  21,  1862, 
we  entered  Memphis,  Tennessee ;  assumed  command  and  remained  there  until 
September  24,  1862,  when,  by  Major  General  Grant's  Order  No.  83,  took  com- 
mand of  the  first  district  of  West  Tennessee. 

November  25,  1862,  pursuant  to  orders  of  General  Grant,  moved  out  of  Mem- 
phis, for  Tchulahoma,  to' report  to  him  at  Holly  Springs,  to  attack  and  drive 
the  enemy,  then  in  force  along  the  line  of  Tallahatchie  river  ;  December  3,  1862, 
crossed  the  Tallahatchie  at  Wyatt's,  and  December  5,  1862,  met  General  Grant 
at  Oxford,  Mississippi.  By  his  order,  returned  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  Decem- 
ber 12,  1862,  leaving  all  my  command  but  one  division.  Organized  out  of  the 
new  troops  there  and  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  a  special  command,  to  move  by 
water,  and  by  a  sudden  coup  de  main  carry  Vicksburg.  Embarked  December 
20,  1862,  and  from  December  25,  1862,  to  January  1,  1863,  made  repeated 
attacks  on  the  blufis  between  Vicksburg  and  Haines's  Bluff,  but  failed.  January 
4, 1863,  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  expedition  by  Major  General  John 
A.  McClemand,  and  assumed  command  of  the  15th  army  corps,  January 
13,  1863,  then  first  organized  out  of  the  troops  with  me,  in  compliance  with 
General  Orders,  No.  210,  War  Department.  Had  taken  part  under  General  Mc- 
Clemand in  the  capture  of  Arkansas  Post,  January  11,  1863,  and  returned  with 
that  expedition,  January  22,  1863,  to  Young's  Point,  Louisiana,  opposite  the  city 
of  Vicksburg,  where,  soon  after.  General  Grant  assumed  immediate  command  of 
the  entire  army  operating  against  that  place.  Was  in  command  of  the  15th 
army  corps  during  all  the  operations  against  Jackson  and  Vicksburg. 

Vickeburg  was  surrendered  to  General  Grant  July  4, 1863,  and  the  same  day 
I  was  ordered  to  push  back  Joe  Johnston's  rebel  army,  that  was  near  us  for 
tlie  purpose  of  relieving  the  garrison  of  Vicksburg;  drove  him  into  Jackson, 
and  beyond,  and  by  General  Grant's  orders  dropped  back  to  the  Big  Black, 
and  went  into  camp  for  the  summer  months.  July  4, 1863,  appointed  brigadier 
general  in  the  regular  army.  September  22,  1863,  in  camp  on  Big  Black, 
received  orders  from  General  Grant  to  send  one  of  my  divisions  to  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  thence  to  go  east,  to  the  assistance  of  General  Rosecrans ;  next 
day  received  orders,  in  person,  to  go  myself  with  the  15th  corps,  and  such 
of  the  16th  corps  about  Memphis  as  could  be  spared ;  left  Memphis  October 
11.  1863;  en  route,  at  luka,  Mississippi,  October  24,  1863,  received  orders 
assigning  me  the  command  of  the  department  and  army  of  the  Tennessee ; 
reached  Chattanooga  November  15,  1863,  in  advance  of  my  troops  ;  conferred 
with  General  Grant,  got  his  orders,  and  rettfhied  to  Bridgepoit,  Alabama,  to 
meet  my  command.  November  17,  conducted  them  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the 
points  assigned  me,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  November 
24  and  25,  1863,  and  pursuea  the  retreating  enemy  to  Greyville,  Georgia,  and 
sent  a  detachment  to  Red  Clay,  Georgia,  between  Dal  ton  and  Cleveland,  to 
break  the  railroad.  November  28,  1863,  at  Greyville,  Georgia,  General  Grant 
coBsented  that  I  might  conduct  my  command  up  to  the  Hiawassa  river  for  forage, 
and  afterwards,  December  1,  he  sent  me  orders  to  assume  command  of  all  troops 
moving  north,  and  hasten  to  Knoxville  to  relieve  General  Bumside,  then  hard 
pressed  by  the  rebel  General  Longstreet.  Moved  rapidly,  and  entered  Knoxville 
December  6,  1863  ;  gave  General  Bumside  the  re-enforcements  he  needed,  and 
returned  by  easy  inarches  to  Chattanooga  and  Bridgeport,  where,  on  December 
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19,  I  put  in  motion  my  corps  (the  15th)  for  their  winter  camps  along  the 
railroad  from  Stevenson  to  Decatur,  Alabama,  and  in  person  proceeded  to  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  where  General  Grant  had  made  his  "headquarters.  Thence, 
with  his  consent,  proceeded  via  Cairo  to  Memphis  and  Vicksburg  to  inspect  that 
part  of  my  department,  and  to  drive  the  enemy  back  and  out  of  Mississippi. 

February  4,  1864,  having  collected  at  Vicksburg  the  necessary  forces,  marched 
to  Jackson  the  6th  and  Meridian  14th  February,  destroyed  all  the  railroads 
thereabouts,  and  drove  the  enemy's  infantry  beyond  the  Tombigbce  river ;  re- 
mained at  Meridian  until  February  20,  and  returned  to  Vicksburg,  reaching 
there  February  28 ;  and  to  assist  Major  General  Banks  in  a  similar  move  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  I  hastened  to  him  at  New  Orleans  for  conference,  and  left 
him  March  3,  1864,  with  the  promise  to  put  ten  thousand  (10,000)  infantry 
for  him  at  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  March  17.     This  was  done. 

I  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Memphis,  where  I  received  General  Grant's  let- 
ters of  March  4,  1864,  calling  me  to  Nashville,  notifying  me  that  he  had 
been  nominated  Lieutenant  General  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  which 
would  take  him  east,  and  that  he  designed  to  devolve  on  me  the  command  of 
the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi.  Reached  Nashville  March  17,  18G4, 
and  next  day  assumed  command  of  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  of 
which  I  have  had  command,  with  changed  boundaries,  ever  since. 

August  12,  1864,  before  Atlanta,  Georgia,  received  notice  of  appointment 
as  major  general  in  the  regular  army  on  that  day,  my  present  commission. 

Of  all  the  above  events  the  most  minute  official  details  have  been  given  and  are 
now  on  file  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  are  too  voluminous  to  repeat;  but  the  campaign  of  Atlanta,  Savannah,  and 
the  Garolinas  having  proven  so  conclusive,  I  hereto  subjoin  complete  details, 
composed  mostly  of  the  correspondence  between  myself,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
General  Halleck,  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  and  my  subordinate  commanders, 
which  will  form  rather  the  crude  material  for  history  than  history  itself. 

Answer  No.  2.  To  give  all  the  orders  made  and  all  the  details  of  events 
prior  to  the  Atlanta  campaign  would  be  more  voluminous  than  the  committee 
can  possibly  expect,  and  I  venture  to  confine  myself  purely  to  matters  illustra- 
tive of  the  campaigns  where  I  was  in  chief  command.  In  pursuance  of  which, 
I  send  a  printed  copy  of  my  orders  since  assuming  command  of  the  military 
division  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  compilation  of  letters  and  instructions 
during  the  same  period,  'i'o  give  matter  illustrative  of  other  times  when  I  was 
not  in  chief  command,  would  doubtless  confuse  rather  than  throw  light  on  those 
events. 


LETTEKS. 


HbADQUARTBRSOePARTMBNT  op   the  TE\\E5«;bEE, 

Vicksburg  J  March  4,  lb  64. 

General  :  By  an  order  this  day  issued  you  are  to  command  a  strong  well 
appointed  detachment  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  sent  to  reinforce  a  move- 
ment against  the  Red  river  line,  but  more  especially  the  fortified  positions  of 
Shreveport. 

You  will  embark  your  command  as  soon  as  possible,  but  little  encumbered 
with  wagons  or  wheeled  vehicles,  but  well  supplied  with  fuel,  provisions  and 
ammunition.  Take  with  you  the  twelve  (12)  mortars  with  their  ammunition  and 
all  the  thirty  (30)  pounder  Parrots  the  ordnance  officer  will  supply.  Proceed  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Red  river  and  confer  with  Admiral  Porter ;  confer  with  him, 
and  in  all  the  expedition  rely  on  him  implicitly,  as  he  is  the  approved  friend  of 
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the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  has  been  associated  with  us  from  the  beginning. 
I  have  undertaken  with  General  Banks  that  yvn  will  be  at  Alexandria, 
Louisiana,  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  Match,  and  you  will,  if  time  allows, 
co-operate  with  the  navy  in  destroying  Harrisonburg,  up  Black  river,  or  the 
Washita  ;  but  as  I  passed  Red  river  yesterday  I  saw  Admiral  Porter,  and  he 
told  me  he  had  already  sent  an  expedition  to  Harrisonburg,  so  that  I  suppose 
that  part  of  the  plan  will  be  accomplished  before  you  reach  Red  river,  but  in 
any  event  be  careful  to  reach  Alexandria  about  tho  17th  of  March. 

Greneral  Banks  will  start  by  land  from  Franklin,  in  the  Teche  country,  either 
the  fifth  or  seventh,  and  will  march  via  Opelousas  to  Alexandria.  You  will 
meet  him  there,  report  to  him,  and  act  under  his  orders.  My  understanding 
▼ith  him  is,  his  forces  will  still  move  by  land  via  Natchitoches,  &c.,  to  Shreveport, 
▼hilst  the  gunboat  fleet  is  to  ascend  the  river  with  your  transports  in  company. 
Now  Bed  river  is  very  low  for  the  season,  and  I  doubt  if  the  boats  can  pass 
the  falls  or  rapids  at  Alexandria.  What  General  Banks  proposes  to  do  in  that 
event  I  do  not  know,  but  my  own  judgment  is  that  Shreveport  ought  not  to  be 
atta^ed  until  the  gunboats  can  reach  it.  Not  that  a  force  marching  by  land 
cannot  do  it  alone,  but  it  would  be  bad  economy  in  war  to  invest  the  place 
with  an  army  so  far  from  heavy  guns,  mortars,  ammunition  and  provisions, 
which  can  alone  reach  Shreveport  by  water. 

Still  I  do  not  know  about  General  Banks's  plans  in  that  event;  but  whatever 
they  may  be,  your  duty  will  be  to  conform  in  the  most  hearty  manner. 

My  understanding  with  General  Banks  is  that  he  will  not  need  the  co-operation 
of  your  force  beyond  thirty  days  from  the  date  you  reach  Red  river..  As  soon 
as  he  has  taken  Shreveport,  or  as  soon  as  he  can  spare  you,  you  will  return  to  ' 
Vicksburg  with  all  despatch,  gather  up  your  detachments,  wagons,  tents,  trans- 
portation, and  all  property  pertaining  to  so  much  of  the  command  as  belongs 
to  the  16th  army  corps,  and  conduct  it  to  Memphis,  where  orders  will  await  you. 
My  present  belief  is,  your  division  entire  will  be  needed  round  with  the  array 
of  the  Tennessee  about  Hunts ville  or  Bridgeport ;  still  I  will  have  orders  with 
Greneral  Hurlbut  at  Memphis  for  you  on  your  return. 

1  believe  if  water  will  enable  the  gunboats  to  cross  the  rapids  at  Alexandria, 
you  will  be  able  to  make  a  quick,  strong  and  effective  blow  at  our  enemy  on  the 
west,  thus  widening  the  belt  of  our  territory  and  making  the  breach  between  the 
confederate  government  and  its  outlying  trans-Mississippi  department  more 
perfect. 

It  is  understood  that  General  Steele  makes  a  simultaneous  move  from  Little 
Rock  on  Shreveport  or  Natchitoches  with  a  force  of  about  10,000  men.  Banks 
will  have  seventeen  thousand  (17,000)  and  you  ten  thousand  (10,000.)  If  these 
can  act  concentrically  and  simultaneously,  you  will  make  short  work  of  it,  and 
then  General  Banks  will  have  enough  force  to  hold  as  much  of  the  Red  river  as 
iie  deems  wise,  leaving  you  to  bring  to  General  Grant's  main  army  the  seven 
tWsand  five  hundred  (7,500)  men  of  the  16th  corps. 

Having  faith  in  your  sound  judgment  and  experience,  I  confide  this  important 
anddelicate  command  to  you,  with  certainty  that  you  will  harmonize  perfectly  with 
Admiral  Porter  and  General  Banks,  with  whom  you  are  to  act,  and  thereby 
insure  success. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General,  Commanding, 

Brigadier  General  A.  J.  Smith, 

Commanding  Expedition  vp  Red  river,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Vicksburg,  March  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  By  my  order  of  to-day  it  is  provided  that  your  present  command  be 
moved  by  water  to  Cairo,  thence  up  the  Tennessee  river  to  some  convenient 
point,  and  thence  by  land  to  join  Greneral  Dodge's  command,  near  Athens,  Ten- 
nessee. 

To  enable  you  to  fulfil  these  orders  you  can  take  passage  by  regiments  and 
detachments  in  steamers  bound  up  the  Mississippi  and  disembark  at  Cairo. 
There  the  quartermaster  will  be  instructed  to  charter  a  sufficient  number  of  boats 
to  carry  your  command  at  one  trip  up  the  Tennessee  river,  and  in  selecting  boats 
he  will  be  governed  by  the  stage  of  water  in  the  Tennessee. 

If  the  stage  of  water  be  low  you  will  disembark  your  command  at  Savannah 
and  march  for  Pulaski,  and  report  in  advance  by  courier  to  General  Dodge ;  but 
should  there  be  a  good  stage  of  water,  and  should  Colbert  shoals  be  passable, 
you  may  proceed  up  to  Florence  and  disembark  there;  but  if  there  be  the  least 
doubt  on  this  subject  it  will  be  better  to  land  at  Savannah,  or  Waterloo,  oppo- 
site Eastport.  Draw  your  supplies  at  Cairo,  and  so  calculate  the  quantity  that 
your  wagons  will  be  able  to  haul  everything  belonging  to  you  from  the  point 
of  disembarkation  to  Pulaski  and  Athens. 

Report  by  telegraph  and  mail  your  progress  to  my  headquarters  at  Hunts - 
ville,  Alabama. 

On  arrival  at  your  destination  you  will  assume  command  of  your  entire  divi- 
sion, subject  to  the  command  of  General  Dodge,  till  the  corps  headquarters  are 
removed  from  Memphis  to  that  army  in  the  field. 

Impress  on  your  colonels  and  subordinate  officers  the  importance  of  preserv- 
ing good  discipline,  cleanliness  and  a  soldierly  appearance  on  board  the  boats  at 
Cairo,  or  wherever  the  command  may  be. 

Leave  no  men  behind,  but  reduce  your  camp  and  garrison  equipage  to  the 
smallest,  aa  the  weather  is  now  moderate  and  winter  is  post. 
I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  J.  C.  Veatch, 

Commanding  4(h  Division,  16th  Army  Corps, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Vickshurg,  Mississippi,  March  7,  1864. 

Dear  Admiral  :  I  received  last  night  the  despatches,  and  was  delighted  at 
the  result.  Taking  the  guns  at  Trinity,  the  burning  at  Harrisonburg,  and  gen- 
eral driving  away  the  force  there,  gives  you  the  initiative,  and  if  you  only  had 
water  enough  you  could  alone  follow  it  up  to  Shreveport.  But  in  a  day  or  two 
I  will  have  with  you  General  A.  J.  Smith,  with  ten  thousand  good  infantry, 
which  can  land  and  act  in  concert  with  you. 

The  lowness-  of  water  in  the  Mississippi  and  Red  rivers  is  most  extraordinary, 
and  will  embarrass  us  ;  but  at  all  hazards,  and  at  whatever  cost,  we  should  meet 
General  Banks  at  Alexandria  on  the  17th  instant.  I  will  instruct  my  quarter- 
master to  use  small  boats  as  far  as  possible,  and  suggest  that  you  put  some  of 
your  light  iron-clads  up  as  far  as  Alexandria  anyhowf  and  wait  there  for  a  rise. 
General  Banks  will  move  so  as  to  turn  the  position  at  De  Russey,  so  that  a  mere 
display  of  force  on  its  water  front  will,  connected  with  the  movement  of  our 
troops  on  land,  lead  to  an  evacuation  of  the  fort,  and,  it  may  be,  the  surrender  of 
its  armament  and  garrison.  At  all  events,  I  think  we  should  not  let  General 
Banks  arrive  at  Alexandria  without  finding  our  Red  river  party  there.     You 
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have  bounced  them  from  the  Washita,  and,  conjointly  with  my  infantry,  which 
will  join  you  in  a  day  or  two,  can  also  open  up  the  Red  river  as  far  as  Alexan- 
dria. Beyond  that  point,  I  agree  with  you,  and  authorize  you  to  use  my  name 
with  General  Banks,  that  a  farther  move  ought  not  to  be  attempted  above  Al- 
exandria, unless  the  Red  river  admits  the  navigation  by  your  first-class  iron- 
clads and  large  transports,  viz:  seven  (7)  feet  water  on  the  "rapids'*  of 
Alexandria. 

I  must  hurry  around  to  my  command  in  the  field  at  Hunts ville,  but  send  A. 
J.  Smith  to  co-operate  with  you  in  Red  river  and  leave  General  McPherson  here  on 
the  Mississippi.     With  these  I  know  you  will  take  pleasure  in  conferring  and 
co-operating  harmoniously. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Generah  Commanding  Department, 
Admiral  D.  D.  PortbiT, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron j  Red  River. 


HrADUUARTERS  DEPARTME^T  OF  THE  TeMVESSEK, 

Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  March  7,  1864. 
Gbxbral  :  I  think  it  important  I  should  hasten  somewhat  to  my  command 
at  Huntsville,  Alabama ;  I  am  therefore  compelled  again  to  leave  you  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  most  important  com^nand,  but  assure  you  I  do  bo  with  absolute 
confidence.     You  may  rely  on  my  cordial  support  at  all  times. 

You  know  the  plans  and  purposes  of  your  superiors  for  some  months  to  come, 
bat,  to  be  more  certain,  I  will  repeat  their  leading  points.  The  river  Mississippi 
must  be  held  sacred,  and  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  lodgement  any- 
where on  its  banks  must  be  prevented  by  any  and  all  means.  Also  its  peace- 
ful navigation  must  be  assured  ;  any  firing  on  boats  or  molestation  of  them  when 
engaged  in  a  legitimate  and  licensed  traffic  should  be  punished  with  terrible 
severity.  I  believe  that  our  expedition,  in  which  we  destroyed  absolutely  the 
Southern  railroad  and  the  Mobile  and  Ohio,  at  and  around  Meridian,  will  pre- 
vent the  enemy  approaching  the  river  with  any  infantry  or  heavy  artillery,  but 
he  will,  of  course,  reoccupy  Mississippi  with  his  marauding  cavalry,  that  can  iu 
no  wise  influence  the  course  of  the  grand  war.  I  would  heed  this  cavalry  but 
little  ;  still  it  may  unite  and  threaten  Memphis,  in  which  event  I  want  you  to  act 
promptly,  by  embarking  as  heavy  a  force  as  you  can  spare  to  ascend  the  Yazoo 
SIS  far  as  Greenwood  or  Sidon,  and  strike  at  Grenada.  This  would  take  Forrest 
in  the  rear,  and  compel  him  to  fall  back  on  Pontotoc.  I  cannot  believe  cav- 
alry will  ever  trouble  you  at  or  near  Vicksburg,  but  may  attempt  to  reach  the 
river  at  some  point  above  or  below.  An  expedition  up  the  Yazoo  is  the  remedy 
for  the  river  above ;  and  if  we  could  garrison  Harrisonburg  and  operate  up 
Washita  and  Tensas,  it  would  have  a  similar  effect  on  that  side  ;  but  this  is 
not  in  our  conmiand,  and  we  have  not  the  force  to  spare. 

Encourage  by  all  means  the  packet  and  through  trade  on  the  river  as  auxiliary 
to  its  defence,  and  also  encourage  trade  with  the  interior  not  contraband  of  war. 
Sach  trade  will  keep  the  people  dependent  on  the  luxuries  and  conveniences 
of  life,  and  to  that  extent  shake  their  love  for  the  impoverished  rebel  concern. 
Let  the  treasury  agents  manage  this  trade,  and  keep  your  officers  aloof  from  all 
interest  in  it.  I  think  the  attempt  to  cultivate  plantations  premature,  and  all 
the  protection  we  can  promise  is  to  buy  their  com,  facilitate  their  supplies,  and 
givf  incidental  protection  ;  we  cannot  try  to  guard  their  estates. 

Tne  Red  river  expedition  is  designed  to  last  but  thirty  days.  Manage  your 
veteranB  as  to  furlough  so  that  this  detachment  of  yours  may  return  before  all 
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the  veterans  are  spared.  Nearly  tlie  whole  of  Greneral  Hurlbut's  corps  will  be 
needed  over  on  the  Tennessee  river,  so  that,  in  fact,  your  corps  will  have  to  look 
to  the  whole  river. 

The  gunboats  and  General  Ellett's  fleet  can  do  all  ordinary  patrolling,  and 
you  will  only  be  called  on  when  the  enemy  attempts  some  more  extended  oper- 
ation than  he  has  hitherto  done.  Make  the  regular  reports  to  my  headquarters, 
and  when  you  have  no  special  instructions,  act  with  the  full  confidence  of  a  sep- 
arate commander.  I  know  you  want  to  be  in  the  field,  and  I  will  accomplish  it 
if  possible,  but  this  command  is  of  vital  importance  to  our  cause. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Cmnmanding, 
Major  General  McPherson, 

Commanding  District  of  Vickiburg, 


Hkaduuarters  Dkpartmbxt  of  the  Tennessee, 

En  route  for  Memphis,  March  8,  1864. 

General:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  at  the  hands  of  General  Butterfield, 
General  Grant's  letter  of  February  18.  I  had  returned  from  Meridian  by  the 
time  I  had  appointed;  but  the  condition  of  facts  concerning  the  Red  river  expe- 
dition being  indefinite,  I  took  one  of  the  marine  boats,  the  Diana,  and  went  down 
to  New  Orleans  to  confer  with  General  Banks.  En  route  I  saw  the  admiral, 
and  learned  he  was  ready,  and  a  large  and  effective  gunboat  fleet  would  be  at 
the  mouth  of  Red  river  for  action  March  5.  At  New  Orleans  I  received  the 
general's  (Grant's)  letter,  with  enclosures,  and  was  governed  by  it  in  my  inter- 
view with  General  Banks. 

General  Banks  is  to  command  in  person,  taking  with  him  seventeen  thousand 
(17,000)  of  his  chosen  troops,  to  move  by  land  from  the  end  of  the  Opelousas 
railroad,  via  Franklin,  Opelousas,  and  Alexandria ;  Steele  is  to  move  from  Little 
Rock  on  Natchitoches;  and  he  (Banks)  asked  of  me  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men 
in  boats  to  ascend  Red  river,  meeting  him  at  Alexandria  the  1 7th  of  March.  I 
enclose  copies  of  General  Banks's  letter  to  me,  and  my  answer,  which  are  clear 
and  specific. 

I  have  made  up  a  command  of  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men — seven  thousand 
five  hundred  (7,500)  of  Hurlbut  and  two  thousand  five  hundred  (2,500)  of  Mc- 
Pherson. General  A.  J.  Smith  goes  in  command  of  the  whole,  and  will  be  at 
the  mouth  of  Red  river  by  the  10th,  and  at  Alexandria  on  the  17th.  These  ten 
thousand  (10,000)  men  are  not  to  be  gone  over  thirty  (30)  days,  at  the  expira- 
tk>n  of  which  time  General  McPherson's  quota  will  return  to  Vicksburg.  and 
General  Hurlbut's  come  to  Memphis,  whence,  if  all  things  remain  as  now,  I  can 
bring  them  rapidly  around  to  Savannah,  Tennessee,  and  so  on  to  my  right  flank, 
near  Hunts ville.     I  think  this  will  result  as  soon  as  the  furloughed  men  get  b:ick . 

Inasmuch  as  General  Banks  goes  in  person,  I  could  not  with  delicacy  propose 
that  I  should  command ;  and  the  scene  of  operations  lying  wholly  in  his  depart- 
ment, I  deem  it  wisest  to  send  General  A.  J.  Smith,  and  to  return  to  Huntsvillc 
in  time  to  put  my  army  in  the  field  in  shape  for  the  coming  spring  campaicj^n. 

I  have  ordered  five  regiments,  under  General  Veatch,  to  join  General  Dodge 
at  once,  and  I  feel  sure  I  can  safely  draw  General  A.  J.  Smith's  division,  of  full 
five  thousand  men,  to  the  same  point  in  April. 

General  McPherson  and  General  Hurlbut  are  both  instructed  to  furlough  their 
veterans  at  once,  and  many  regiments  are  already  off.  I  have  inspected  Natchez 
and  Vicksburg,  and  feel  sure  they  can  now  be  held  safe  with  comparatively 
small  garrisons,  and  the  river  is  patrolled  by  gunboats  and  the  marine  brigade. 
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I  will  inspect  Memphis,  and  in  a  few  days  will  hasten  to  HuDtsville  to  put 
myself  in  command  of  my  troops  in  that  quarter,  and  will  be  ready  for  work  at 
once,  as  I  am  in  no  manner  fatigued.  Indeed,  the  men  I  took  with  me  to  Me- 
ridiau  are  better  fitted  for  war  now  than  before  we  started. 

I  send  by  General  Butterfield  my  official  report,  with  copies  of  orders,  letters, 
&c.,  giving  you  full  information  of  all  matters  up  to  date. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  General  Grant,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Ubaduuartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Fehruaty  18,  1865. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  copy  of  despatches  between  General  Halleck  and  my- 
self relative  to  a  movement  up  Red  river  on  your  return  from  your  present 
expedition.  Whilst  I  look  upon  such  an  expedition  as  is  proposed  as  of  the 
greatest  importance,  I  regret  that  any  force  has  to  be  taken  from  east  of  the 
Mississippi  for  it.  Your  t^oops  will  want  rest  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for 
a  spring  campaign,  and  all  the  veterans  should  be  got  off  on  furlough  at  the  very 
earliest  moment.  This  latter  I  would  direct,  even  if  you  have  to  spare  troops 
to  go  up  Red  river. 

Unless  you  go  in  command  of  the  proposed  expedition,  I  fear  any  troops  you 
may  send  with  it  will  be  entirely  lost  from  further  service  in  this  command. 
This,  however,  is  not  the  reason  for  my  suggestion  that  you  be  sent.  Your 
acquaintance  with  the  country,  and  otherwise  fitness,  were  the  reaBons. 

I  can  give  no  positive  orders  that  you  send  no  troops  up  Red  river,  but  what 
I  do  want  is  their  speedy  return  if  they  do  go,  and  that  the  minimum  number 
necessary  be  sent.  I  have  never  heard  a  word  from  Steele  since  his  department 
has  been  placed  in  the  military  division.  Do  not  know  what  he  proposes  nor 
the  means  he  has  for  executing.  The  time  necessary  for  communicating  be- 
tween here  and  Vicksburg  being  so  great,  you  will  have  to  act  in  this  matter 
according  to  your  own  judgment,  simply  knowing  my  views. 

I  send  this  by  special  messenger,  who  will  await  your  return  to  Vicksburg, 
ind  who  will  bcir  any  letters  you  may  have  for  me. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General. 

Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expedition  against  Meridian. 


Hbadquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Steamer  Diana,  (under  way,)  March  4,  1864. 
General  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  yesterday 
at  New  Orleans,  but  was  unable  to  answer  except  verbally,  and  I  now  reduce 
it  to  writing. 

I  will  arrive  at  Vicksburg  the  6th  instant,  and  I  expect  to  meet  there  my 
command  from  Canton,  out  of  which  I  will  select  two  divisions  of  about  ten 
thousand  (10,000)  men,  embark  them  under  a  good  commander,  and  order  him — 

1.  To  rendezvous  at  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  and,  in  concert  with  Admiral 
Porter,  (if  he  agree,)  to  strike  Harrisonburg  a  hard  blow. 

2.  To  return  to  Red  river  and  ascend  it,  aiming  to  reach  Alexandria  on  the 
17th  of  March  to  report  to  you. 
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3.  That  this  command,  designed  to  operate  by  water,  will  not  be  encumbered 
with  much  land  transportation — say  two  wagons  to  a  regiment,  but  with  an 
ample  supply  of  stores,  including  mortars  and  heavy  rifled  guns  to  be  used 
against  fortified  places. 

4.  That  I  calculate,  and  so  have  reported  to  General  Grant,  that  this  detach- 
ment of  his  forces  is  in  no  event  to  go  beyond  Shreveport,  and  that  you  spare 
them  the  moment  you  can,  trying  to  get  them  back  to  the  Mississippi  in  thirty 
days  from  the  time  they  actually  enter  Red  river. 

The  year  is  wearing  away  fast,  and  I  would  like  to  carry  to  General  Grant 
at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  every  man  of  his  military  division  as  early  in  April  as 
possible,  as  I  am  sure  we  ought  to  move  from  the  base  of  the  Tennessee  livcr 
to  the  south  before  the  season  is  too  far  advanced — say  April  15  next. 

I  feel  certain  of  your  complete  success,  provided  you  make  the  concentration 
in  time,  to  assure  which  I  will  see  in  person  to  the  embarcation  and  despatch 
of  my  quota,  and  I  will  write  to  General  Steele  conveying  to  him  ray  personal 
and  professional  opinion  that  the  present  opportunity  is  the  most  perfect  one 
that  will  ever  offer  itself  to  him  to  clean  out  his  enemies. 

Wishing  you  all  honor  and  success,  I  am,  with  respect,  your  friend  and  ser- 
vant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Major  General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Vicksburg,  March  6,  1864. 
General:  I  am  just  arrived.     My  troops  are  all  in,  and  I  shall  embark  ten 
thousand  (10,000)  men  for  Red  river  to-morrow  and  next  day. 

General  Banks  will  surely  march  from  Franklin  on  Opelousas,  reaching  Al- 
exandria by  the  17th  instant.  My  force  will  meet  him  there  at  that  date.  He 
expects  you  to  co-operate  from  Little  Rock,  and  you  certainly  will  never  again 
have  so  good  a  chance  to  clear  your  front  as  now.  Besides,  your  forces  are 
deemed  an  essential  part  of  the  programme.  Mine  ought  to  hasten  round  to 
General  Grant  at  once,  and  I  only  can  spare  them  for  thirty  (30)  days.  I  saw 
Captain  Dunham  on  his  way  down,  and  read  your  letter  to  him,  and  must  con- 
fess I  feel  uneasy  at  your  assertion  that  you  can  only  move  with  seven  thousand 
(7,000)  infantry,  and  that  you  prefer  to  wait  until  after  the  election  of  the  14th. 
If  we  have  to  modify  military  plans  for  civil  elections  we  had  better  go  home. 
I  repeat  that  General  Banks  will  surely  move  on  Shreveport  via  Alexandria, 
reaching  that  point  March  17,  expecting  you  to  co-operate  from  the  north  in 
time. 

Admiral  Porter  has  now  a  magnificent  fleet  up  Red  river,  and  his  guns  were 
at  work  on  Harrisonburg  as  I  passed  up  the  river.  He  too  will  meet  General 
Banks  at  Alexandria,  March  17.  Colonel  Woodroe  comes  to  you  with  de- 
spatches, and  I  send  by  him  my  former  letter  and  this. 

Nearly  all  our  command  is  of  re-enlisted  veterans,  but  they  cheerfully  defer 
their  furloughs  to  enable  us  to  make  these  blows,  and  I  feel  assured  yours 
would  also. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Frederick  Steele, 

Commanding  Department  of  Arkansas. 
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On  the  lOtb  of  March  I  reached  Memphis.  En  route  I  met  Captain  Badeau, 
of  Greneral  Grant's  staff,  and  the  following  letters  passed  : 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

On  board  Steamer  Westmoreland, 

Near  Memphis,  March  10,  1864. 

General:  Captain  Badeau  found  me  yesterday  on  board  this  boat  and  de- 
livered his  despatches. 

I  had  anticipated  your  orders  by  ordering  General  Veatch's  division  of  General 
Hurlburt's  corps  at  once  to  General  Dodge,  via  the  Tennessee  river,  and  had  sent 
Greneral  A.  J.  Smith  up  Red  river,  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men,  to  be  ab- 
sent not  over  thirty  (30)  days,  when  I  designed  General  Smith's  division  of 
about  six  thousand  (6,000)  men  also  to  come  round. 

We  must  furlough  near  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men,  and  by  the  time  they 
come  back  the  Red  river  trip  will  be  made,  and  I  can  safely  re-enforce  my  army, 
near  Huntsville,  with  fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  veterans. 

I  send  by  General  Butterfield  full  details  of  all  past  events  and  distributions, 
which  I  hope  will  meet  your  approval. 

As  to  the  negroes,  of  course,  on  my  arrival  at  Memphis,  I  will  cause  your 
orders  to  be  literally  executed.  A  clamor  was  raised  by  lessees  by  my  with- 
drawal of  Osband's  four  hundred  (400)  men  from  Skipwith's  and  General  Haw- 
kins's brigades,  and  two  thousand  one  hundred  (2,100)  men  from  Goodrich's.  I 
transferred  them  to  Haines's  Bluff,  to  operate  up  the  Yazoo,  and  the  effect  was  in- 
stantaneous. Not  a  shot  has  been  fired  on  the  river  boats  since.  I  also  de- 
signed to  put  a  similar  force  at  Harrisonburg,  Louisiana,  to  operate  up  the 
Washita,  which  would  secure  the  west  bank  from  Red  river  to  the  Arkansas 
line. 

Admiral  Porter  has  already  driven  the  enemy  from  Harrisonburg,  so  that 
project  is  immediately  feasible.  I  assert  that  three  thousand  (3,000)  men  at 
Haines's  Bluff,  and  three  thousand  (3,000)  at  Harrisonburg,  would  more  ef- 
fectually protect  the  plantation  lessees  than  fifty  thousand  (50,000)  men  scat- 
tered along  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi.  You  know  the  geography  so  well 
that  I  need  not  demonstrate  my  assertion. 

I  understand  General  Lorenzo  Thomas  has  passed  down  to  Yicksburg,  and 
am  sorry  I  did  not  see  him,  but  as  soon  as  I  reach  Memphis  to-day  I  will  send 
orders  below,  and  show  him  how  much  easier  it  will  be  to  protect  the  Missis- 
sippi by  means  of  the  Yazoo  and  Washita  rivers  than  by  merely  guarding  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi. 

After  awaiting  to  observe  the  effect  of  recent  changes  I  will  hasten  round  to 
Huntsville  to  prepare  for  the  big  fight  in  Georgia.     Fix  the  time  for  crossing 
the  Tennessee,  and  I  will  be  there. 
Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GeneraL 

Major  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Comd*g  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  March  4,  1S64. 
You  will  be  able  better  than  I  to  judge  how  far  the  damage  yon  have  done 
the  railroads  about  Meridian  will  disable  the  enemy  from  sending  an  army  into 
Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee,  with  which  to  operate  on  the  river,  also  what 
force  will  now  be  required  to  protect  and  guard  the  river.  Use  the  negroes,  or 
negro  troops  more  particularly,  for  guarding  plantations,  and  for  the  defence  of 
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the  west  bank  of  the  river.  The  artillerists  among  them,  of  course,  you  will  put 
in  fortifications,  but  most  of  the  infantry  give  to  Hawkins,  to  be  used  on  the 
west  bank.  Add  to  this  element  of  year  forces  what  you  deem  an  adequate 
force  for  the  protection  of  the  river,  from  Cairo  down  as  far  as  your  command 
goes,  and  extend  the  command  of  one  army  corps  to  the  whole  of  it.  Assemble 
the  balance  of  your  forces  at  or  near  Memphis,  and  have  them  in  readiness  to 
ioin  your  column  on  this  front  in  their  spring  campaign.  Whether  it  will  be 
better  to  have  them  march,  meeting  supplies  sent  up  the  Tennessee  to  Eastport, 
or  whether  they  should  be  brought  round  by  steamers,  can  be  determined  here- 
after. Add  all  the  forces  now  under  Dodge  to  the  two  corps  or  to  one  of  the 
two  corps  you  take  into  the  field  with  you. 

Forces  will  be  transferred  from  the  Chattanooga  and  Nashville  road  to  guard 
all  the  roads  now  protected  by  your  troops.  If  they  are  not  sufficient,  enough 
will  be  taken  from  elsewhere  to  leave  all  yours  for  the  field. 

I  am  ordered  to  Washington,  but  as  I  am  directed  to  keep  up  telegraphic 
communication  with  this  command,  I  shall  expect,  in  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve 
days,  to  return  to  it. 

Place  the  marine  brigade  under  the  command  of  the  corps  commander  left  on 
the  Mississippi  river.  Give  directions  that  it  be  habitually  used  for  the  protec- 
tion of  leased  plantations,  and  will  not  pass  below  Vicksburg,  nor  above  Green- 
ville, except  by  order  of  the  corps  commander  or  higher  authority. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General, 

Major  General  W.  T.  Shbrmax, 

Commanding  Department  Tennessee, 


FPrivate.] 

Nashville,  Tennbsskk,  March  4,  1864. 

Dear  Sherman  :  The  bill  reviving  the  grade  of  lieutenant  general  in  the 
army  has  become  a  law,  and  my  name  has  been  sent  to  the  Senate  for  the  place. 

I  now  receive  orders  to  report  to  Washington  immediately,  in  person y  which 
indicates  either  a  confirmation  or  a  likelihood  of  confirmation 

I  start  in  the  morning  to  comply  with  the  order,  but  I  shall  say  very  distinctly, 
on  my  arrival  there,  that  I  accept  no  appointment  which  will  require  me  to 
make  that  city  my  headquarters.  This,  however,  is  not  what  1  started  out  to 
write  about. 

Whilst  I  have  been  eminently  successful  in  this  war,  in  at  least  gaining  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  no  one  feels  more  than  me  how  much  of  this  success 
is  due  to  the  energy,  skill,  and  the  harmonious  putting  forth  of  that  energy  and 
skill  of  those  who  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  have  occupy  a  subordinate 
position  under  me. 

There  are  many  officers  to  whom  these  lemarks  are  applicable  to  a  greater  or 
less  degree  proportionate  to  their  ability  as  soldiers,  but  what  I  want  is  to  ex- 
press my  thanks  to  you  and  McPherson,  as  the  men  to  whom,  above  all  others, 
I  feel  indebted  for  whatever  I  have  had  of  success.  Ho\^  far  your  advice  and 
suggestions  have  been  of  assistance  you  know.  How  far  your  execution  of 
whatever  has  been  given  you  to  do  entitles  you  to  the  reward  I  am  receiving 
you  cannot  know  as  well  as  me.  I  feel  all  the  gratitude  this  letter  would  ex- 
press, giving  it  the  most  flattering  construction. 

The  word  you  I  use  in  the  plural,  intending  it  for  McPherson  also ;  I  should 
write  to  him,  and  will  some  day,  but  starting  in  the  morning,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  will  find  time  just  now. 

Your  friend, 
^  U.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN  15 

[Private  and  confidential.] 

Near  Memphis,  March  10,  1864. 

Dear  General:  I  have  your  more  than  kind  and  characteristic  letter  of 
the  4tb.    I  will  send  a  copy  to  General  McPherson  at  once. 

Yon  do  yourself  injustice,  and  us  too  much  honor,  in  assigning  to  us  so  large 
a  share  of  the  merits  which  have  led  to  your  high  advancement.  I  know  you 
improve  the  friendship  I  have  ever  professed  to  you,  and  will  permit  me  to  con- 
tinue, as  heretofore,  to  manifest  it  on  all  proper  occasions. 

You  are  now  Washington's  legitimate  successor,  and  occupy  a  position  of 
almost  dangerous  elevation ;  but  if  you  can  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  be  yourself — 
simple,  honest,  and  unpretending — ^you  will  enjoy  through  life  the  respect  and 
love  of  friends,  and  the  homage  of  millions  of  human  beings,  that  will  award 
you  a  large  share  in  securing  to  them  and  their  descendants  a  government  of 
law  and  stability. 

I  repeat,  you  do  General  McPherson  and  myself  too  much  honor.  At  Bel- 
mont you  manifested  your  traits ;  neither  of  us  being  near.  At  Fort  Donelson 
also  you  illustrated  your  whole  character;  I  was  not  near,  and  General  McPher- 
son in  too  subordinate  a  capacity  to  influence  you. 

Until  yon  had  won  Donelson,  1  confess  I  was  almost  cowed  by  the  terrible 
array  of  anarchical  elements  that  presented  themselves  at  every  point,  but  that 
admitted  the  ray  of  light  which  I -have  followed  since. 

I  believe  you  are  as  brave,  patriotic,  and  just  as  the  great  prototype,  Wash- 
ington;  ad  unselfish,  kind-hearted,  and  honest  as  a  man  should  be;  but  your 
chief  characteristic  is  the  simple  faith  in  success  you  have  always  manifested, 
which  I  can  liken  to  nothing  else  than  the  faith  a  Christian  has  in  a  Saviour. 
This  faith  gave  you  victory  at  Shiloh  and  Vicksburg.  Also,  when  you  have 
completed  your  best  preparations,  you  go  into  battle  without  hesitation,  as  at 
Chattanooga — no  doubts,  no  reserves ;  and  I  tell  you  it  was  this  that  made  us 
act  with  confidence.  I  knew,  wherever  I  was,  that  you  thought  of  me;  and  if 
I  got  in  a  tight  place  you  would  come  if  alive. 

My  only  points  of  doubt  were  in  your  knowledge  of  grand  strategy  and  of 
books  of  science  and  history ;  but  I  confess  your  common  sense  seems  to  have 
supplied  all  these. 

Now  as  to  the  future.  Don't  stay  in  Washington.  Halleck  is  better  qualified 
than  yon  to  stand  the  buffets  of  intrigue  and  policy.  Come  west;  take  to  your- 
self the  whole  Mississippi  valley.  Let  us  make  it  dead  sure,  and  I  tell  you 
the  Atlantic  slopes  and  Pacific  shores  will  follow  its  destiny  as  sure  as  the 
limbd  of  a  tree  live  or  die  with  the  main  trunk.  We  have  done  much,  but 
still  much  remains.  Time  and  time's  influences  are  with  us.  We  could 
almost  afford  to  sit  still  and  let  these  influences  work.  Even  in  the  seceded 
States  your  word  now  would  go  further  than  a  president's  proclamation  or  an 
act  Q^  Congress.  For  God's  sake  and  your  country's  sake  come  out  of  Wash- 
ington. I  foretold  to  General  Halleck  before  he  left  Corinth  the  inevitable 
remit,  and  I  now  exhort  you  to  come  out  west.  Here  lies  the  seat  of  the  coming 
empire,  and  from  the  west,  when  our  task  is  done,  we  will  make  short  work  of 
Charleston  and  Richmond,  and  the  impoverished  coast  of  the  Atlantic. 
Your  sincere  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

General  Grant. 


Headul'arters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Mcmiyhis,  March  11,  1864. 
General-:  I  arrived  hero  yesterday.     En  route  I  met  Captain  Badeau,  of 
General  Grant's  staff,  who  bore  me  two  letters,  copies  of  which  I  enclose  here- 
with. 
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I  answered  both  fully  by  General  Butterfield,  who  left  in  a  swift  packet  last 
evening,  and  will  find  General  Grant  in  Washington,  or  wherever  he  may  be. 

I  think  General  Grant  is  making  a  mistake  in  taking  all  the  negro  troops  and 
marine  brigade  to  cover  plantations ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  plan  of  distrib- 
nting  these  troops  along  the  west  bank  of  the  river  will  be  less  effective  than 
the  plan  I  had  initiated  of  defending  the  Yazoo  and  Washita  rivers,  which 
would  cover  the  plantations  from  the  rear.     But  this  will  manifest  itself  in  time. 

Please  order  General  Hawkins  and  his  brigade  of  blacks  to  reoccupy  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  in  such  manner  as  he  deems  best  to  protect  the  planta- 
tions and  replace  his  troops  at  the*  bluff,  or  leave  it  vacant,  as  you  may  judge 
best. 

I  suppose  Adjutant  General  Thomas  is  with  you  ;  and  if  so,  confer  with  him 
and  let  him  have  the  blacks,  i.  e.,  all  such  as  are  not  in  actual  occupation  of 
^•the  forts  at  Vicksburg  and  Natchez. 

When  the  marine  brigade  returns  from  Red  river,  it  also  should  receive 
orders  as  indicated  by  General  Grant.  In  the  meanwhile  such  of  the  marine 
boats  as  have  not  gone  up  Red  river  can  cover  the  plantations  from  Vicksburg 
up  as  high  as  Greenville.  I  enclose  herewith  a  letter  for  General  Thomas, 
which  you  can  read  and  cause  to  be  delivered. 

I  have  reflected  on  the  proposition  you  made  me  before  leaving  Vicks- 
burg, and  will  adopt  it  substantially.  After  you  have  satisfied  yourself  that 
no  force  but  Jackson's  cavalry  followed  us  back  to  this  side  of  Pearl  river,  you 
may  furlough  all  your  veterans  aad  dispose  the  remainder  as  garrisons  for 
Vicksburg  and  Natchez.  Place  good  commanders  at  each  place,  then  in  person 
come  to  Memphis  and  give  minute  returns  of  each  to  General  Hurlbut,  whom 
we  will  leave  to  command  the  district  of  the  Mississippi,  embracing  that  of 
Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  then  proceed  to  Cairo,  where  you  can  leave  some  of 
your  staff  to  receive  and  organize  your  veteran  regiments  as  they  return,  when 
you  may  take  a  twenty  (20)  days'  leave,  getting  back  to  Cairo  in  time  to  make 
two  divisions  of  about  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men,  which  I  will  order  up  the 
Tennessee,  and  across  from  Savannah  to  Pulaski  and  Huntsville.  I  will  give 
you  four  No.  1  divisions,  and  if  times  out  here  justify  it,  I  will  draw  further  to 
embrace  General  A.  J.  Smith's  division. 

I  will  leave  Hurlbut  here  until  you  come  up,  and  if  the  garrisons  left  at 
Vicksburg  and  Natchez  seem  small,  I  will  instruct  General  Hurlbut  to  stop 
General  Tuttle's  division  at  Vicksburg,  and  bring  General  A.  J.  Smith  here 
when  the  Red  river  trip  comes  out.  I  send  this  by  a  bearer  of  despatches,  who 
will  bring  me  your  answers.  I  await  them  here.  Make  the  figures  as  exact  as 
possible. 

I  think  General  Hurlbut  will  be  required,  as  commander  on  the  river,  to  make 
his   headquarters   at   Vicksburg.     I  want  your  opinion  on  this.     I  dislike  to 
break  up  corps,  but  can't  help  it. 
Truly  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding  Department. 

Major  General  J.  B.  McPherson, 

Commanding  Vicksburg. 


^  Headuuarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

MempJiiSy  March  11,  18G4. 
Dear  General  :  I  have  a  letter  from  General  Grant  of  date  March  4,  a 
copy  of  which  I  send  by  bearer  of  despatches  to  General   McPherson,  and 
which  is  subject  to  your  perusal.     I  have  ordered  General   McPherson  ac- 
cordingly.    I  wanted  to  see  you,  and  am  sorry  1  missed  you.     I  fear  you  think 
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I  do  not  protect  lessees  oTplantatious.  I  know  mje  action  JAiyd  and  the 
move  up  the  Yazoo  more  effectually  covered  the  east  bank  of^ie  Mississippi 
river  above  Vicksburg  than  could  have  been  done  by  ten  thousand  troops  on 
its  very  banke. 

I  know  also  a  similar  disposition  up  the  Washita  would  in  like  manner  cover 
the  west  bank  from  Ked  river  up  to  the  Arkansas.  1  shall  still  advise  the 
perfection  of  the  plan.  Osbaud's  force  at  Skipwith's,  and  Hawkins's  at  Good- 
rich's, may  have  protected  a  radius  each  of  say  ten  or  fifteen  miles,  but  no  more; 
ifHereas  by  putting  Hawkins's  brigade  at  Haines's  Bluff,  with  facilities  for  ope- 
rating up  Yazoo,  and  a  similar  brigade  at  Harrisonburg  to  manoeuvre  up  Wash- 
ita and  Tensas,  you  can  cover  the  river  perfectly. 

But  I  have  ordered  McPherson  to  put  Hawkins's  brigade  west  of  the  river  to 
be  disposed  of  according  to  your  wishes,  and  he  can  add  to  Hawkins's  command  ■ 
any  other  black  troops  not  actually  employed  in  the  forts  at  Vicksburg  and  ^ 
Natchez.  He  will  also  direct  such  of  the  marine  brigade  as  are  not  up  Red 
river  to  protect  the  river  between  Vicksburg  and  Greenville,  to  protect  the 
planters  and  lessees,  and  when  all  the  brigade  of  Ellet's  is  back,  which  will  be 
in  a  month,  they  also  will  be  devoted  to  the  same  end.  As  a  speculation,  this 
is  a  bad  one.  Every  pound  of  cotton  raised  will  cost  the  United  States  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  so  far  a&  effect  is  concerned,  it  will  not  have  one  particle 
of  effect  on  the  main  war. 

As  a  matter  of  course  I  dislike  to  see  such  a  mistake  made  at  this  period*  of 
the  war,  when  we  should  at  least  have  learned  something  by  experience  of  our 
own.     It  would  be  far  wiser  to  pension  the  lessees  of  the  plantations. 

In  the  end  we  must  defend  the  Mississippi  from  the  Yazoo  and  Washita,  and 
if  you  agree  with  me,  I  will  promise  seven  thousand  (7,000)  men  on  those 
rivers  t<>  cover  and  protect  the  plantations  more  perfectly  than  fifty  thousand 
(50,000)  could  distributed  along  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi. 

Since  I  sent  up  Yazoo  not  a  shot  has  been  fired  from  the  east  bank  of  the 
3Iississippi ;  and  now  that  Admiral  Porter  has  taken  Trinity  and  Harrisonburg, 
the  same  could  be  done  west.  Transfer  the  fighting  to  the  Yazoo  and 
Washita,  and  you  have  peace  on  the  Mississippi ;  but  leave  them  uncovered,  and 
twenty  guerillas  will  break  up  any  plantation  you  establish.  Nevertheless,  I 
have  instructed  General  McPherson  to  execute  General  Grant's  orders,  and 
when  I  meet  General  Grant  I  will  explain  to  him  what  I  was  about. 

I  will  await  the  return  of  this  courier,  and  should  like  to  hear  from  you. 
Then  I  must  hasten  to  Huntsville  to  resume  command  of  the  army  in  the  field. 
I  will  leave  Hurlbut  to  command  on  the  river  with  three  (3)  full  divisions  and 
the  local  garrisons  of  Memphis,  Vicksburg  and  Natchez. 
I  am,  &c.,  - 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Brigadier  General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant  Genejal  U.  S.  A.^  Vicksburg,  Mississippi. 


Headquarters  DEPARTMEiNT  of  the  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  March  11,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  venture  to  address  you  on  a  point  in  which  you  may  be  disposed  to 
differ  from  me. 

Before  marching  from  Vicksburg  for  Meridian,  I  detailed  an  expedition  up 

the  Yazoo  to  take   advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  inflict  on  that  country  a 

punishment  merited  for  the  connivance  of  its  inhabitants  in  the  attacks  on  the 

steamboats  navigating  the  Mississippi  river. 

I  ordered  the  commanding  officer  to  bring  to  Vicksburg  one  thousand  (1,000) 

2^ 
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bales  of  \;6U^||to  be  deposited  witb  your  special  agent  at  Vicksburg,  coupled 
with  the  request  that  its  proceeds  should  be  applied  to  indemnify  owners  of  steam- 
boats in  whole  or  part  damaged  by  the  public  enemy. 

I  had  no  power  over  such  agent,  and  I  also  knew  that  he  had  no  right  to  make 
such  a  distribution,  and  only  used  the  language  to  assure  steamboat  owners  of 
my  earnest  desire  to  remunerate  them,  so  far  as  it  lies  in  my  power,  for  damages 
sustained  when  in  pursuit  of  a  lawful  commerce,  and  one  which  aids  us. mate- 
rially in  the  exercise  of  the  war  power.  The  one  thousand  bales  of  cotton  have 
been  taken  and  are  now  in  the  Lands  of  your  special  agents  at  Vicksburg,  and 
I  ask  you  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  its  sale  to  the  purposes  I  have  indi- 
cated. I  know  that  such  prompt  indemnification  will  do  good,  more  good 
than  to  throw  the  parties  on  Congress  by  way  of  petition  for  relief. 

I  contend  that  as  a  military  commander  I  have  a  right  by  the  laws  of  war, 
in  no  wise  qualified  by  acts  of  Congress,  to  make  similar  acts  of  restitution  in 
kind,  but  not  in  money.  Thus,  it  a  good,  worthy  Union  man  is  robbed  of 
his  horse  or  his  cotton  because  he  is  our  friend,  I  contend  I  have  a  perfect 
right  to  take  another  horse  or  equivalent  quantity  of  cotton  from  a  confederate 
or  accomplice  of  the  robber  or  enemy  and  make  immediate  restitution.  I  have 
done  so,  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  for  that  is  war. 

Again,  although  the  orders  are  that,  when  practicable,  we  shall  aid  the  treas- 
ury agents  to  collect  abandoned  or  enemy's  property,  when  I  find  it  resorted 
US  to  influence  military  movements,  or  to  corrupt  wagon-masters,  steamboat 
agents,  and  even  officers,  I  must  check  it,  for  the  reason  that  war  is  the  main 
object  of  our  army,  and  anything  that  tends  to  corrupt  it  does  more  public 
harm  than  is  compensated  by  the  thing  obtained.  I  make  these  general  point? 
because  I  know  some  of  your  agents  regard  me  as  hostile  to  their  office.  It  is 
not  so.  My  orders  are  clear  and  specific  that  officers  and  soldiers  must  leave 
all  matters  of  trade  to  your  agents.  I  don't  want  them  to  exercise  a  supervi- 
sing or  concurrent  action.  I  want  the  army  to  be  far  above  the  contaminating 
influences  of  trade  and  gain.  Let  the  merchant  count  his  gain,  but  the  soldier 
is  lost  if  he  dreams  of  a  cent  beyond  his  pay. 

We  are  getting  along  well  and  fast  enough  in  this  quarter.  Peace  and  pros- 
perity exist  wherever  our  foothold  is  secure,  and  each  point  is  becoming  the 
centre  of  an  extending  circle.  I  am  willing  to  use  commerce  as  a  means  to  war, 
to  corrupt  and  demoralize  an  enemy,  to  make  him  dependent  on  us,  and  to  loosen 
his  affection  for  the  impoverished  section  to  which  he  clings  with  a  love  which 
we  should  emulate.  But  our  army  must  keep  hands  off.  No  fees,  no  gain,  no 
association  with  contaminating  trade,  till  war  is  over  and  peace  supreme. 
With  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

3Iajvr  General. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase. 

Secretary  Ufiited  States  Treasury,  Washington, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  March  14,  1864. 
Dear  GEN£itAL :  I  wrote  you  at  length  on  the  11th  by  a  special  bearer  of 
despatches,  and  now  make  special  orders  to  cover  the  movements  therein  indi- 
cated. It  was  my  purpose  to  await  here  your  answer,  but  I  am  summoned  by 
General  Grant  to  be  in  Nashville  on  the  17th,  and  it  will  keep  me  moving  night 
and  day.  I  must  rely  on  you.  You  understand  that  wo  must  re-enforce  the 
great  army  at  the  centre  as  much  as  possible,  at  the  same  time  not  risk  any 
point  on  the  Mississippi  fortified  and  armed  with  heavy  guns.  I  want  you  to 
push  matters  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  do  all  you  can  to  put  two  handsome 
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diTieions  of  your  own  corps  at  Cairo,  ready  to  embark  up  the  Tennessee  by  the 
20th  or  30th  of  April  at  the  very  furthest.  I  wish  it  could  be  done  quicker, 
but  these  thirty-days  furloughs  in  the  States  of  enlistment,  though  politic,  are 
very  unmilitary.  It  deprives  us  of  our  ability  to  calculate  as  to  time.  But  do 
the  best  you  can.  Hurlbut  can  do  notliing  until  Smith  returns  from  Red  river 
and  matters  settle  down,  when  I  will  order  him  to  occupy  Grenada  temporarily, 
to  try  to  get  those  locomotives  that  we  need  here.  I  may  also  order  him  with 
cavalry  and  infantry  towards  Tuscaloosa  at  the  time  we  move  from  the  Ten- 
nessee. 

I  don't  kno^  as  yet  the  grand  strategy,  but  on  arrival  at  Nashville  I  will  eoon 
catch  the  points  and  advise  you.  Steal  a  furlough  and  run  to  Baltimore  incog,, 
but  get  back  and  take  part  in  the  next  move. 

Write  me  fully  and  frequently  of  your  progress.     I  have  ordered  the  quarter- 
master to  send  as  many  boats  as  he  can  get  to  facilitate  your  movements. 
Mules,  wagons,  &c.,  can  come  up  by  transient  boats. 
I  am  truly  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  McPherson, 

Comm4indingj  4^**  Vicksburgf  Mississippi, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Memphis,  Tenn ,  March  14,  1864. 

General  i  I  am  somewhat  suddenly  called  by  General  Grant  to  Nashville. 
I  must  leave  at  once  ;  and  after  full  reflection  on  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  de- 
partment since  our  Meridian  trip,  I  am  sure  we  can  safely  spare  fifteen  thousand 
(15,000)  men  from  the  river  to  re-enforce  the  army  in  the  field,  headquarters  at 
iluntsville.  I  have,  therefore,  ordered  General  McPherson  to  assemble  two 
divisions  of  his  corps  at  Cairo,  Illinois,  ready  for  embarcation  up  the  Tennessee, 
to  join  me  at  Uuiitsville;  and,  as  you  know,  the  fragment  of  Veatch's  division  is 
also  in  motion  for  tlie  same  destination.  I  leave  you  to  command  on  the  river,  and, 
without  disturbing  the  corps  organizations,  I  give  you  command  of  all  my  troops 
on  the  river.  You  can  make  your  headquarters  anywhere  you  choose  on  the 
river,  from  Memphis  to  Natchez  ;  but  it  may  be  Memphis,  for  the  present,  is 
best,  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  Cairo,  through  which  point  all  communica- 
tions must  pass. 

I  know,  and  you  know,  that  the  enemy  cannot  now  maintain  an  army  in  Mis- 
sissippi, and  we  also  believe  that  the  movement  up  Red  river,  now  in  progress, 
will  extend  our  empire  to  the  west. 

1  want  you  to  make  sure  the  defence  of  Memphis,  Vicksburg,  and  Natchez 
against  any  possible  contingency ;  to  encourage  and  protect  the  navigation  of 
the  river ;  and  lastly,  to  encourage  the  change  in  feeling  towards  us  and  our 
government  by  the  citizens  of  West  Tennessee  and  Mississippi.  I  do  not  mean 
by  political  combination  and  conciliation,  but  by  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
strength,  and  confidence  that  indicates  a  permanent  change  in  the  affairs  in  this 
region. 

Truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMA.N, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Hurlbut,  Memphis. 

I  reached  Nashville  March  17,  and  found  General  Grant  there  busy  in  clos- 
ing up  his  business  preparatory  to  going  to  Washington.  I  accompanied  him 
as  far  as  Cincinnati,  on  the  19th,  in  order  to  confer  with  him  fully  on  many 
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points  he  had  not  had  time  to  write  of.  We  parted  at  Cincinnati  on  the  22d, 
he  for  Washington  and  I  for  Nashville,  where,  on  the  25th,  I  began  a  rapid 
inspection  of  our  lines,  beginning  with  Decatur,  Alabama,  and  extending  up  to 
Knoxville,  Tennessee.  General  McPherson  had  reached  Huntsville,  and  had 
assumed  command  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee — right  wing.  Major  Greneral 
George  H.  Thomas  was  at  Chattanooga,  in  command  of  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland— centre;  and  General  J.  M.  Schofield  was  at  Knoxville,  in  command 
of  the  army  of  the  Ohio — left  wing.  Returned  to  Nashville  April  2,  and  the 
following  letters  passed : 

[Original  by  mail ;  copy  by  tolejipraph,  in  cipher.  ] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  April  2,  1864. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  8.  Grant,  WdgAingtont  D.  C: 

After  a  full  consultation  with  all  my  army  commanders,  I  have  settled  down 
to  the  following  conclusions,  to  which  I  would  like  to  have  the  President's  con- 
sent before  I  make  orders  : 

1st.  Army  of  the  Ohio,  three  divisions  of  infantry,  to  be  styled  the  23d  corps. 
Major  General  Schofield  in  command,  and  one  division  of  cavalry.  Major  General 
Stoneman,  to  push  Longstreet's  forces  well  out  of  the  valley ;  then  fall  back, 
breaking  raih-oad,  to  Knoxville ;  to  hold  Knoxville  and  Loudon,  and  be  ready 
by  May  1,  with  twelve  thousand  (12,000)  men,  to  act  as  the  left  of  the  grand 
army. 

2d.  General  Thomas  to  organize  his  army  into  three  corps  ;  the  11th  and 
12th  to  be  united  under  General  Hooker,  to  be  composed  of  four  divisions. 
The  corps  to  take  a  new  title,  viz  :  one  of  the  series  now  vacant.  General 
Slocum  to  be  transferred  east,  or  assigned  to  some  local  command  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  4th  corps.  Granger,  to  remain  unchanged,  save  to  place  General 
Howard  in  command.  The  14th  corps  to  remain  the  same.  Thomas  to  guard 
the  lines  of  communication,  and  have,  by  May  1,  a  command  of  45,000  men 
for  active  service,  to  constitute  the  centre. 

3d.  General  McPherson  to  draw  from  the  Mississippi  the  divisions  of  Crocker 
and  Leggett,  now  en  route,  mostly  of  veterans  on  furlough,  and  of  A.  J.  Smith, 
now  up  Red  river,  but  due  on  the  10th  instant  out  of  that  expedition,  and  to 
organize  a  force  of  thirty  thousand  (30,000)  men  to  operate  from  Larkinsville 
or  Guntersville  as  the  right  of  the  grand  army ;  his  corps  to  be  commanded  by 
Logan,  Frank  Blair,  and  Dodge. 

I  propose  to  put  Newton,  when  he  comes,  at  Vicksburg. 

With  these  changes,  this  army  will  be  a  unit  in  all  respects,  and  I  can  sug- 
gest no  better. 

I  ask  the  President's  consent,  and  ask  what  title*  I  shall  give  the  new  corps 
of  Hooker,  in  place  of  the  11th  and  12th  corps,  consolidated.  The  lowest 
number  of  the  army  corps  now  vacant  will  be  most  appropriate. 

I  will  have  the  cavalry  of  the  depacrtment  of  the  Ohio  reorganize  under  Stone- 
man,  at  or  near  Gamp  Nelson,  and  the  cavalry  of  Thomas,  at  least  one  good 
division,  under  Garrard,  at  Columbia. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  2,  1S64. 
Major  General  Schofield,  Knoxville: 

Am  back  at  Nashville.     Telegraph  me  daily  any  matters  of  interest.     I  hay( 
asked  the  President  the  necessary  authority  to  announce  you  as  the  commaudei 
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of  the  23d  corps.  As  soon  as  you  can  spare  Stoneman,  order  him  to  go  to 
Kentucky  and  assemble  all  the  cavalry,  mounted  and  dismounted,  of  your  de- 
partment at  or  near  Lexington,  and  to  put  it  in  fine  order,  drawing  supplies 
from  Cincinnati  and  the  country.  Hovey  marches  to-morrow,  and  will  report 
to  you  his  progress.  As  soon  as  you  can  spare  Thomas's  troops,  let  them  go 
below  the  lliwassee,  and  keep  yours  above. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[  Cipher  telegram.  ] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  2,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Chattanooga : 

Am  at  Nashville.  Have  telegraphed  to  Washington  for  authority  to  make 
the  changes  we  agreed  on.  To-night  the  railroad  superintendent,  (Anderson,) 
Colonel  Donaldson,  and  I,  will  meet  and  arrange  ahout  the  railroad  manage- 
ment. I  will  also  compel  the  beef  contractor  to  drive  cattle.  Unless  we  de- 
vole  the  railroad  solely  and  excluBively  to  the  use  of  dead  freight,  we  cannot 
acetimulate  the  surplus  required  for  our  plans.  Watch  Joe  Johnston  close, 
lonr  weak  point  is  Cleveland.  As  soon  as  Schofield  can  ascertain,  certain, 
that  Long^treet  is  no  longer  in  force  in  East  Tennessee,  he  will  let  your  troops 
come  below  the  Hiwassee.  I  will  make  the  order  the  moment  I  hear  from 
Washington. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gcjieral. 


I  Cipber  tele^am.  J 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tinn.,  April  2,  1864. 
General  McPherson,  Huntsvillc : 

Am  back  to  Nashville.  Telegraph  me  daily  anything  of  interest.  I  will 
give  my  pi^rsonal  attention  to  the  question  of  accumulation  of  supplies.  Have 
you  made  up  your  mind  which  is  your  best  point — Huntsville  or  Decatur?  I 
want  to  send  Corse  down  the  Mississippi  to  give  life  to  Hur]but*s  movements 
again«t  Forrest.  I  want  the  regulars  here  as  headquarters  guard.  I  will  as- 
sign Newton  to  you,  with  a  view  to  his  assignment  to  Vicksburg.  I  would  not 
pve  orders  about  Forrest,  who  is  in  your  department,  only  the  matter  involves 
Kentucky  also.  As  soon  as  he  is  disposed  of,  I  will  leave  all  matters  in  your 
department  to  you.  Veatch  is  posted  near  Purdy  to  cut  off  escape  by  the  head 
of  Haichee.  Hurlbut,  with  infantry  and  cavalry,  will  move  towards  Bolivar 
with  a  \iew  to  catch  Forrest  in  flank  as  he  attempts  escape.  Bray  man  will  stop 
a  few  veteran  regiments  returning,  and  will  use  them  out  as  far  as  Union  City. 
K  you  will  control  the  movements  I  will  desist. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  2,  1864. 
Adjitant  General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Inform  tbe  commander-in-chief  that  Schofield's  infantry  occupies  Bull's  Gap, 
and  his  cavalry  is  scouting  beyond.     The  enemy  is  all  beyond  Jouesboio'  aud 
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probably  beyond  tbe  Wautauga,  having  burnt  both  railroad  and  other  road 
bridges,  and  carried  oflF  telegraph  wire,  but  otherwise  have  not  destroyed  the 
railroad.  I  will  not  advance  the  infantry  beyond  Bull's  Gap,  as  our  line  is  now 
pretty  long  and  weak. 

General  Schofield  thinks  Longstreet  is  gone  to  Virginia,  leaving  about  three 
thousand  five  hundred  cavalry  to  protect  the  salt  works. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  3,  1864. 
Colonel  S.  G.  Hicks,  Paducah  : 

Your  defence  of  Paducah  was  exactly  right.  Keep  cool  and  give  the  enemy 
a  second  edition  if  he  comes  again.  I  want  Forrest  to  stay  just  where  he  is, 
and  the  longer  the  better.  Don't  credit  any  of  the  foolish  and  exaggerated  re- 
ports that  are  put  afloat  by  design.  I  know  what  Forrest  has,  and  will  attend 
to  him  in  time.     Whenever  you  get  a  chance,  strike  any  small  detachments. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[General  Memoranda.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

Nashuille,  April  3,  1864. 

1.  The  posts  of  Columbus,  Cairo,  and  Paducah  to  beheld  in  force,  and  mere 
excursions  sent  out  to  occupy  the  attention  of  Forrest. 

2.  General  Veatch  to  occupy  a  point  near  Purdy  and  to  strike  Forrest  in 
flank  as  he  attempts  to  pass  out. 

3.  General  Hurlbut  to  operate  from  Memphis  with  his  infantry  and  cavalry, 
guarding  the  passes  of  Big  Hatchie  and  communicating  with  General  Veatch. 

4.  General  A.  J.  Smith  to  return  from  Red  river,  pause  at  Vicksburg  to  re- 
plenish supplies,  and  to  push  up  Yazoo  to  Greenwood  and  Sidon,  disembark, 
march  rapidly  on  Grenada,  and  operate  in  Forrest's  rear. 

If  Forrest  is  escaped,  broken  up  or  captured,  all  the  troops  to  resume  the 
statu  quo,  and  General  Smith  to  conduct  his  force  by  steady  marches  across  to 
the  Tombigbee  and  up  to  Decatur,  Alabama,  whence  General  Dodge  will  move 
out  to  meet  him.  General  Smith  to  send  word  rt/und  by  Cairo,  giving  his  route 
of  march  and  indicating  the  probable  time  of  his  arrival.  This  column  to  move 
light  as  to  wagons  and  artillery,  depending  for  forage,  corn,  meal  and  meat  on 
the  country,  reckoning  for  supplies  only  at  Vicksburg  and  Decatur ;  General 
Smith  taking  with  him  the  two  tried  generals.  Corse  and  Mower.  If  General 
Smith  calls  for  cavalry,  General  Hurlbut  will  send  as  much  as  he  can  spare 
from  Memphis,  to  meet  him  at  some  point  of  the  Tallahatchie,  and  General 
Smith  may  call  on  the  commanding  general  at  Vicksburg  for  enough  cavalry 
to  serve  as  advance  guard. 

5.  General  Corse  may  order  in  my  name  any  subordinate  details  to  carry 
out  these  plans  and  the  instructions  of  the  commanding  general. 

Copies  of  this  to  be  sent  to  Generals  McPherson,  Veatch,  firayman,  Hurl- 
but and  McArthur,  and  to  the  commanding  officers  at  Paducah  and  Columbus, 
with  express  orders  of  secrecy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher  telegram.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

•  NashvilUt  April  4,  1864. 

Major  General  McPherson,  HuntsviUe : 

I  will  order  the  balance  of  Garrard's  division  of  cavalry  to  rendezvous  at 
Colambia.  I  wish  you  would  keep  scouts  and  mounted  detachments  well  out 
to  the  Tennessee  river,  towards  the  mouth  of  Duck  river.  1  don't  care  if  For- 
rest does  cross  to  this  side,  only  we  should  have  timely  notice.  I  have  sent 
down  General  Corse  to  communicate  with  Paducah',  Cairo,  Memphis  and  Vicks- 
barg,  and  then  to  go  on  to  Red  river  and  bring  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  by  a 
route  that  will  be  indicated  to  you  by  a  confidential  messenger.  This  will  divert 
from  Vicksbnrg  a  part  of  your  command  which  you  may  have  designed  to  form 
apart  of  McArthnr's  command.  If  this  be  so,  please  arrange  Mc  Arthur's  division, 
M)  that  the  men  now  up  Red  river  will  belong  to  Crocker  and  Leggett.  One  divi- 
sion of  the  16th  and  one  of  the  17th  corps,  with  the  black  troops,  must 
raffice  to  protect  Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  ^  and  the  gunboats  must  keep 
the  river  clear.  Forrest  is  supposed  to  be  at  Jackson,  Tennessee,  but  I  think 
be  will  try  to  get  south  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  4,  1864. 
General  Burbridgb,  Louisville  : 

I  do  not  believe  the  enemy  will  move  far  into  Kentucky,  through  Pound  Gap, 
Doless  as  a  cavalry  raid.  You  should  concentrate  all  your  troops  at  Lexington, 
with  cavalry  well  out  to  give  notice.  Grant  designs  a  move  in  southwest  Vir- 
^nia  which  will  check  any  such  move,  and  by  way  of  East  Tennessee  we  can 
get  to  the  rear  of  Pound  Gap.  ^iongstreet  is  reported  as  going  back  to  Virginia, 
and  would  naturally  send  a  small  force  through  the  gap  to  cover  the  movement. 
Forrest  is  now  reported  at  Jackson,  Tenne^ee.  I  have  an  infantry  force  at 
Purdy,  and  if  Hurlbut  acts  with  energy,  FoiTCst  will  have  trouble  in  getting  out. 
You  may  send  that  Ohio  regiment  of  cavalry  to  re-enforce  General  Sturgis.  As 
soon  as  certain  things  are  done  in  East  Tennessee,  General  Stoneman  will 
come  to  Kentucky.  In  the  mean  time  you  must  collect  all  your  detachments  at 
Mme  point  near  Lexington.  In  case  of  any  formidable  invasion  of  east  Ken- 
tucky, we  can  call  down  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  a  large  force  of  fur- 
looghed  veterans,  who  could  reach  the  threatened  points  sooner  than  troops  could 
i  from  the  front,  where  they  are  needed. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  4,  1865. 

Gbnbral  :  Since  my  return  to  Nashville  I  have  made  the  complete  circuit, 
poing  with  McPherson  to  Decatur,  Larkin's  Ferry,  Chattanooga,  and  Knoxville 
This  enabled  me  to  see  all  my  corps  and  division  commanders,  and  to  learn  the 
actual  state  of  affairs.  I  have  made  few  or  no  changes,  but  have  suggested 
eome  by  telegraph,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  as  it  is  yet  unanswered.  I  am 
sending  all  of  Hovey's  infantry  to  Schofield,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Thomas 
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Granger's  troops  that  are  properly  his.  I  am  assembling  Garrard's  division 
of  cavalry  on  the  right  flank  near  Columbia,  and  will  give  Stonemati  all  the 
cavalry  of  Schofield's  department,  to  organize  in  Kentucky,  say  near  Lexington 
to  move  to  the  front  when  there  is  grass,  and  when  I  have  forage  enough  at 
the  front.  At  present  the  railroads  supply  bountifully  the  troops  there,  but 
make  no  surplus.  I  am  making  troops  march,  cattle  do  the  same,  and  am 
cutting  down  sutlers,  and  private  business,  so  as  to  gain  cars  for  surplus  stores 
and  forage.  I  am  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  railroad  supenntendent  to  run 
the  cars  in  a  circuit,  so  as  to  work  as  an  endless  chain,  but  the  habit  of  running 
by  a  time-table  is  so  strong  that  I  find  him  disinclined.  If  1  could  see 
McCallum  I  could  convince  him  that  his  present  stock  could  do  double  the 
present  work  by  making  the  round  circuit  by  Stevenson  and  Decatur,  all  the 
cars  running  one  way  loaded,  and  bringing  in  the  empty  cars.  I  want  to  have 
on  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  by  May  1  enough  stores  to  enable  me  to  move 
on,  if  General  Grant  so  orders  it. 

To  do  this  I  calculate  that  Schofield  should  have  twelve  thousand  (12,000) 
men  ;  Thomas,  forty-five  thousand  (45,000 ;)  and  McPherson,  thirty  thousand 
(30,000,)  besides  the  railroad  guards  and  depot  garrisons.  I  propose  that 
Schofield  should  be  prepared  to  move  from  Cleveland,  Thomas  from  Chat- 
tanooga, and  Mcpherson  from  Gunter's  Landing,  on  the  Rome  road ;  all  my 
plans  are  subordinate  to  these  general  ideas. 

Forrest  got  a  severe  rebuff  by  Hicks  at  Paducah,  and  still  lingers  somewhere 
between  the  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  and  above  the  Ilatchee.  I  want  to 
keep  him  there  awhile,  when  I  hope  to  give  him  a  complete  thrashing.  I  order 
Paducah,  Cairo,  and  Columbus  to  be  held  secure;  have  placed  Veatch,  with  ^ve 
regiments  of  infantry,  at  Purdy,  and  ordered  Hurlbut,  with  all  of  Grierson's  cav- 
alry, and  two  thousand  four  hundred  (2,400)  infantry,  to  watch  the  line  of  the 
Hatchee,  and  to  catch  Forrest  in  flank  as  he  attempts  to  pass  out. 

Last  night  I  sent  General  Corse  down  the  river  in  a  steamboat,  to  touch  at 
Paducah,  Cairo,  and  Columbus,  with  orders  and  verbal  explanations  to  all  these 
commanders.  He  is  then  to  push  on  to  Memphis,  explain  the  same  to  Hurlbut, 
and  then  hurry  up  the  Red  river  to  General  A.  J.  Smith,  and  bring  him  with 
all  despatch  to  Vicksburg,  and  up  the  Yazoo,  and  rapidly  occupy  Grenada. 
His  appearance  there  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men,  now  hardened  by  our 
march  to  Meridian,  and  recent  marching  up  the  Red  river,  will  be  a  big  bomb- 
shell in  Forrest's  camp,  should  he,  as  I  fear  he  will,  elude  Hurlbut.  At  Grenada 
Smith  will  do  all  the  mischief  he  can,  and  then  strike  boldly  across  the  coun- 
try by  Aberdeen,  to  Russelville  and  Decatur,  there  making  his  junction  with 
McPherson.  This  with  Crocker  and  Leggett's  divisions,  to  rendezvous  at  Cairo 
after  their  furloughs,  will  make  a  large  decrease  of  our  Mississippi  river  forces, 
but  I  order  McPherson  to  keep  one  white  division  at  Vicksburg,  and  another  at 
Memphis,  which,  with  the  black  troops,  the  marine  brigade,  and  the  gunboats, 
should  suffice  to  protect  the  river  comiberce;  especially  since  we  have  so  ruined 
Meridian  that  the  enemy  cannot  supply  an  army  near  the  river  with  either 
ammunition  or  provisions. 

It  is  all  nonsense  about  their  repairing  the  break  at  Meridian.  It  is  a  simple 
impossibility.  I  would  like  to  have  General  Grant's  opinion  as  to  this  move  of 
Smith's  across  from  Grenada.  I  deem  it  safe,  and  its  effects  will  in  a  measure 
compensate  for  the  ill  effects  of  Forrest's  recent  raid.  With  ten  thousand 
(10,000)  men,  and  two  such  dashing  officers  as  Corse  and  Mower,  A.  J.  Smith 
can  whip  all  the  cavalry  and  infantry  (if  any)  in  north  Mississippi. 

General  Banks  positively  agreed  with  me  that  our  troops  should  form  a  junc- 
tion at  Alexandria  on  the  17th  of  March.  Mine  were  there  on  time,  capturing 
Fort  De  Russey  en  route,  and  since  it  is  reported  they  are  up  at  Natchitoches, 
which  is  all  right ;  but  it  seems  Banks  did  not  leave  New  Orleans  till  March 
22,    This  is  not  right.     This  failure  in  time  in  conjoint  operations  is  wrong. 
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because  it  endangers  the  troops  that  punctually  obey  orders.  I  suppose  that 
Steele  is  moving  on  Shreveport  with  seven  thousand  (7,000,)  and  Banks  with 
feventeen  thousand  (17,000.)  These  are  enough  to  co-operate  with  the  gun- 
boats, and  therefore  I  rightfully  claim  my  ten  thousand  (10,000)  with  Greneral 
A.  J.  Smith  at  the  time  agreed  on,  viz :  thirty  days  after  the  time  they  entered 
Red  river,  which  expires  April  10,  at  which  time  General  Corse  should 'find 
them  at  Alexandria,  and  conduct  them  to  their  new  field  of  operations.  I  will 
move  heaven  and  earth  to  have  my  command  ready  for  war  as  early  in  May  as 
the  furloughed  men  return,  and  this  you  can  better  expedite  from  Washington 
than  I  can  from  here.  I  will  not  bother  the  general  at  all,  but  will  keep  him 
well  advised  of  all  real  movements.  He  must  not  be  disturbed  by  the  foolish 
mmors  that  will  get  into  the  newspapers,  spite  of  all  precautions. 

Write  me  answers  to  my  inquiries  as  early  as  possible,  even  if  they  have 
been  answered  by  telegraph. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Brigadier  General  J.  A.  Rawmns, 

Chief  of  General  Grant's  Staff,  Washington,  D,  C.  j 


[Cipher  telegram.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  Aj)ril  4,  1865. 
General  Schofibld,  Knoxville : 

Your  despatch  received.  I  don't  want  your  infantry  to  go  beyond  Lick 
creek.  Our  line  is  already  too  much  drawn  out,  but  with  cavalry  you  can 
demonstrate  as  far  as  you  please.  If  you  can  force  the  enemy  to  destroy  Wau- 
taoga  bridge,  it  will  be  a  good  thing.  Don't  destroy  the  railroad  till  I  give 
yoa  notice.  1  will  arrange  to  give  you  plenty  of  time.  Let  Thomas  have  his 
troops  as  soon  as  you  can  safely  do  so,  as  I  regard  Cleveland  as  our  weak 
point. 

Hovey  is  marching  to  you  with  five  thousand  (5,000)  infantry,  and  I  will  put 
five  (5)  new  regiments  of  cavalry  at  Lexington  for  iStoneman  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


r  Confidential.] 


Hkadquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  5,  1865. 

Dear  ColOxNBL:  Your  letter  of  March  26  came  to  me  on  the  2d  instant, 
and  the  mail  brought  me  the  map  yesterday.  The  parcel  had  evidently  been 
opened,  and  the  postmaster  had  marked  some  additional  postage  on  it.  I  will 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made  lest  the  map  has  been  seen  by  some  eye  intelligent 
eoongh  to  read  the  meaning  of  the  blue  and  red  lines.  We  cannot  be  too  care- 
ful in  these  matters. 

That  map,  to  me,  contains  more  information  and  ideas  than  a  volume  of  printed 
matter.  Keep  your  retained  copies  with  infinite  care,  and  if  you  have  occasion 
to  send  out  to  other  commanders  any  more,  I  would  advise  a  special  courier. 
From  that  map  I  see  all,  and  glad  am  I  that  there  are  minds  now  at  Washing- 
ton able  to  devise ;  and  for  my  part,  if  we  can  keep  our  counsels,  I  believe  I 
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bave  the  men  and  ability  to  marcb  square  up  to  tbe  position  assigned  rde,  and  to 
bold  it.  Of  course,  it  will  co8t  us  many  a  bard  day,  but  I  believe  in  fighting  in 
a  double  sense — first  to  gain  physical  results,  and  next  to  inspire  respect  on  which 
to  build  up  our  nation's  power. 

Of  course  General  Grant  will  not  have  time  to  give  me  the  details  of  move- 
ment east,  and  the  times.  Concurrent  action  is  the  thing.  It  would  be  wise 
if  the  general,  through  you  or  some  educated  officer,  should  give  me  timely 
notice  of  all  contemplated  movements,  with  all  details  that  can  be  foreseen.  I 
now  know  the  results  aimed  at ;  I  know  my  base,  and  have  a  pretty  good  idea  of 
my  lines  of  operation.  No  time  shall  be  lost  in  putting  my  forces  in  mobile 
condition,  so  that  all  I  ask  is  notice  of  time,  that  all  over  the  grand  theatre  of 
war  there  shall  be  simultaneous  action.  We  saw  the  beauty  of  time  in  the 
battle  of  Chattanooga,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  same  harmony  of  action 
should  not  pervade  a  continent. 

I  am  well  pleased  with  Captain  Poe,  and  would  not  object  to  have  half  a 
dozen  thoroughly  educated  young  engineer  officers. 
I  am,  with  respect,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Colonel  C.  B.  Comstock, 

General  Grant's  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C\ 


[Private  and  confidential.  ] 
HEADQUARTERS  ArMIBS  OP  THB  UNITED  StATBS, 

WasHngtony  D.  C,  April  4,  1864. 

General  :  It  is  my  design,  if  the  enemy  keep  quiet  and  allow  me  to  take 
the  initiative  in  the  spring  campaign,  to  work  all  parts  of  the  army  together,  and 
somewhat  towards  a  common  centre.  For  your  information  I  now  write  you 
my  programme  as  at  present  determined  upon. 

I  have  sent  orders  to  Banks  by  private  messenger  to  finish  up  his  present  ex- 
pedition against  Shreveport  with  all  despatch ;  to  turn  over  the  defence  of 
the  Red  river  to  General  Steele  and  the  navy,  and  return  your  troops  to  you, 
and  his  own  to  New  Orleans  ;  to  abandon  all  of  Texas  except  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  to  hold  that  with  not  to  exceed  four  thousand  men  ;  to  reduce  the  number 
of  troops  on  the  Mississippi  to  the  lowest  number  necessary  to  hold  it,  and  to 
collect  from  his  command  not  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  men.  To 
this  I  will  add  five  thousand  (5,000)  from  Missouri.  With  this  force  he  is  to 
commence  operations  a^^^ainst  Mobile  as  soon  as  he  can.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  him  to  commence  too  early. 

Gilmore  joins  Butler  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men,  and  the  two  operate 
against  Richmond  from  the  south  side  of  James  river.  This  will  give  Butler 
thirty-three  thousand  (33,000)  men  to  operate  with  ;  W.  F.  Smith  commanding 
the  right  wing  of  his  forces,  and  Gilmore  the  left  wing.  I  will  stay  with  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  increased  by  Bumside's  corps  of  not  less  than  twenty -five 
thousand  (25,000)  eflPective  men,  and  operate  directly  against  Lee*s  army  wher- 
ever it  may  be  found. 

Sigel  collects  all  his  available  force  in  two  columns — one,  under  Ord  and  Av- 
erill,  to  start  from  Beverly,  Virginia ;  and  the  other,  under  Crook,  to  start  from 
Charleston  on  the  Kanawha,  to  move  against  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  rail- 
road. Crook  will  have  all  cavalry,  and  will  endeavor  to  get  in  about  Saltville 
and  move  east  from  there  to  join  Ord.  His  force  will  be  all  cavalry,  while  Ord 
will  have  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  men  of  all  arms. 

You  I  propose  to  move  against  Johnston's  army,  to  break  it  up  and  to  get 
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into  tbe  interior  of  the  enemy's  country  as  far  as  you  can,  inflicting  all  the  dam- 
age you  can  against  their  war  resources. 

I  d9  not  propose  to  lay  down  for  you  a  plan  of  campaign,  but  simply  to  lay 
down  tbe  work  it  is  desirable  to  have  done,  and  leave  you  free  to  execute  in  your, 
own  way.  Submit  to  me,  however,  as  early  as  you  can,  your  plan  of  operations 
As  stated.  Banks  is  ordered  to  commence  operations  as  soon  as  he  can.  Gil- 
more  is  ordered  to  report  at  Fortress  Monroe  by  the  18th  instant,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable.  Sigel  is  concentrating  now.  None  will  move  from 
their  places  of  rendezvous  untU  I  direct,  except  Banks.  I  want  to  be  ready  to 
move  by  the  25th  instant  if  possible.  But  all  I  can  now  direct  is  that  you  get 
ready  as  soon  as  possible.  I  know  you  will  have  difficulties  to  encounter  get- 
ting through  the  mountains  to  where  supplies  are  abundant,  but  I  believe  you 
will  accomplish  it. 

From  the  expedition  from  the  department  of  West  Virginia  I  do  not  calcu- 
late on  very  great  results ;  but  it  is  the  only  way  I  can  take  troops  from  there. 
With  the  long  line  of  railroad  Sigel  has  to  protect  he  can  spare  no  troops,  ex- 
cept to  move  directly  to  his  front.  In  this  way  he  must  get  through  to  inflict 
great  damage  on  the  enemy,  or  the  enemy  must  detach  from  one  of  his  armies 
a  large  force  to  prevent  it.  In  other  words,  if  Sigel  can't  skin  himself,  he  can 
hold  a  leg  whilst  some  one  else  skins. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 


[Private  and  confidential.] 
HBADQUARTfiRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  10,  1864. 

Dear  General:  Your  two  letters  of  April  4  are  now  before  me,  and  aflbrd 
me  infinite  satisfaction.  That  we  are  now  all  to  act  on  a  common  plan,  converg- 
ing on  a  common  centre,  looks  like  enlightened  war. 

Like  yourself  you  take  the  biggest  load,  and  from  me  you  shall  have  thorough 
and  hearty  co-operation.  I  will  not  let  side  issues  draw  me  oflF  from  your  main 
plans  in  which  I  am  to  knock  Joe  Johnston,  and  do  as  much  damage  to  the 
resources  of  the  enemy  as  possible.  I  have  heretofore  written  to  General 
Rawlins  and  Colonel  Comstock,  of  your  staflP,  somewhat  of  the  method  in  which 
I  propose  to  act.  I  have  seen  all  my  army,  corps,  Hnd  division  commanders, 
and  have  signified  only  to  the  former,  viz.,  Schofield,  Thomas,  and  McPherson, 
our  general  plans,  which  I  inferred  from  the  purport  of  our  conversations  here 
and  at  Cincinnati. 

First.  I  am  pushing  stores  to  the  front  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  am 
completing  the  organization  according  to  the  orders  from  Washington,  which 
are  ample  and  perfectly  satisfactory. 

It  will  take  us  all  of  April  to  get  in  our  furloughed  veterans,  to  bring  up 
A.  J.  Smith's  command,  and  to  collect  provision,  and  cattle  to  the  line  of  the 
Tennessee.  Each  of  these  armies  will  guard  by  detachments  of  its  own  their 
rear  communications. 

At  the  signal  to  be  given  by  yon,  Schofield  will  leave  a  select  garrison  at 
Knoxville  and  Loudon,  and  with  twelve  thousand  (12,000)  men  drop  down  to 
Hiwassee  and  march  on  Johnston's  right  by  the  old  Federal  road.  Stoneman, 
now  in  Kentucky  organizing  the  cavalry  forces  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  will  operate 
with  Schofield  on  his  left  front — it  may  be,  pushing  a  select  body  of  about  two 
thousand  (2,000)  cavalry  by  Ducktown  or  Elijay  and  toward  Athens,  Georgia. 
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Thomas  will  aim  to  have  forty -five  thousand  (45,000)  men  of  all  arms  and 
move  straight  on  Johnston,  wherever  he  may  be,  fighting  him  cautiously,  persis- 
tently, and  to  the  best  advantage.  He  will  have  two  divisions  of  cavalry  to 
take  advantage  of  any  offering. 

McPherson  will  have  nine  divisions  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  if  A.  J. 
Smith  gets  in,  in  which  case  he  will  have  full  thirty  thousand  (30,000)  of  the 
best  men  in  America.  He  will  cross  the  Tennessee  at  Decatur  and  Whites- 
burg,  march  toward  Rome  and  feel  for  Thomas  If  Johnston  falls  behind  the 
Coosa,  then  McPherson  will  push  for  Rome;  and  if  Johnston  then  fall  behind 
the  Chattahoochee,  as  I  believe  he  will,  then  McPherson  will  cross  and  join  with 
Thomas.  McPherson  has  no  cavalry,  but  I  have  taken  one  of  Thomas'  divi- 
sions, viz.,  Garrard's,  6,000  strong,  which  I  now  have  at  Columbia,  mounting, 
equipping  and  preparing.  I  design  thid  division  to  operate  on  McPherson's  right, 
rear  or  front,  according  as  the  enemy  appears.  But  the  moment  I  detect 
Johnston  falling  behind  the  Chattahoochee,  I  propose  to  cast  off  the  effective 
part  of  this  cavalry  division,  after  crossing  the  Coosa,  straight  for  Opelika, 
West  Point,  Columbus,  or  Wetumpka,  to  break  up  the  road  between  Mont- 
gomery and  Georgia.  If  Garrard  can  do  this  work  good,  he  can  return  to  the 
Union  army ;  but  should  a  superior  force  interpose,  then  he  will  seek  safety  at 
Pensacola  and  join  Banks,  or,  after  rest,  act  against  any  force  that  he  can  find 
east  of  Mobile,  till  such  time  as  he  can  reach  me. 

Should  Johnston  fall  behind  Chattahoochee,  I  would  feign  to  the  right,  but 
pass  to  the  left  and  act  on  Atlanta  or  on  its  eastern  communications,  according 
to  developed  facts. 

This  is  about  as  far  ahead  as  I  feel  disposed  to  look,  but  I  would  ever  bear . 
in  mind  that  Johnston  is  at  all  times  to  be  kept  so  busy  that  he  cannot  in  any 
event  send  any  part  of  his  command  against  you  or  Banks. 

If  Banks  can  at  the  same  time  carry  Mobile  and  open  up  the  Alabama  river,  he 
will  in  a  measure  solve  the  most  difficult  part  of  my  problem — provisions. 
But  in  that  I  must  venture.  Georgia  has  a  million  of  inhabitants.  If  they  can 
live,  we  should  not  starve.  If  the  enemy  interrupt  my  copiniunications  I  will  be 
absolved  from  all  obligations  to  subsist  on  our  own  resources,  but  will  feel 
perfectly  justified  in  taking  whatever  and  whenever  I  can  find. 

I  will  inspire  my  command,  if  successful    with  my  feeling  that  beef  and 
salt  are  all  that  is  absolutely  necessary  to  life,  and  parched  corn   fed  General 
Jackson's  army  once  on  that  very  ground. 
As  ever,  your  friend  and  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 

Lieutenant  General  IT.  S.  Grant, 

Commander'tn-Chief,  Washington  D.  C. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Ajfril  II,  1864. 

General  :  Since  my  interview  with  you  I  have  a  letter  from  Grant,  full,  clear 
and  explicit,  which  I  well  understand,  but  cannot  now  impftrt  to  you,  but  will 
in  due  time.  The  arrangements  are  begun,  and  the  organizations  are  in  exact 
accordance  with  the  part  assigned  us,  only  the  general  fixes  the  time  a  little 
earlier  than  I  did ;  yet  I  will  risk  my  judgment  that  the  time  I  named  to  you 
will  be  as  soon  as  others  will  be  ready. 

Get  your  three  corps  well  in  hand,  and  the  means  of  transportation  as  ready 
as  possible.  When  we  move  we  will  take  no  tents  or  baggage,  but  one  change 
of  clothing  on  our  hrirses,  or  to  be  carried  by  the  men  and  on  pack  animals  by 
company  officers.     Five  days*  bacon,  twenty  days*  bread  and  thirty  days'  salt. 
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gngar,  and  coffee.  Nothing  else  but  arms  and  ammnnition  in  quantity  propor- 
tioned to  our  ability.  Even  this  will  be  a  heavy  incumbarnce,  but  is  rather  the 
limit  of  our  aim,  than  what  we  can  really  accomplish.  Draw  vour  forces  down 
from  the  direction  of  Kuoxville,  so  as  not  to  attract  attention.  * 

I  read  the  reports  of  your  scouts  with  interest.  I  usually  prefer  to  make  my 
estimate  of  the  enemy  from  general  reasoning,  than  from  the  words  of  spies  or 
deserters.  We  will  get  prepared  for  the  maximum.force  possible  of  the  enemy. 
We  must  not  be  led  aside  by  any  raids.  We  will  be  much  aided  by  a  diversion 
in  a  diffen^nt  quarter,  of  which  I  prefer  not  to  write,  but  may  communicate  by  the 
first  confidential  opportunity. 

Look  well  to  our  supply  of  beef  cattle  on  the  hoof  and  salt  in  large  excess  of 
the  rations.  Encourage  drills  by  brigades  and  divisions,  and  let  the  recruits 
practice  at  the  targets  all  the  time. 

Newton  is  still  detained  by  sore  eyes ;  keep  a  divbion  for  him,  but  in  all  else 
make  up  your  organization  to  suit  yourself  ana  corps  commanders.  R.  S.  Gran- 
ger wants  a  leave — do  you  object  ?  I  suppose  Rousseau  could  do  district  and 
poet  duty  both. 

Your  friend,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding.. 
General  GfiORGB  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Department  of  Cumberland. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville^  Tennessee,  Aj^ril  11,  1864. 

General  :  Yours  of  April  8  is  received.  Slocum's  assignment  to  Vicksburg 
was  made  at  Grant's  suggestion.  I  did  name  Newton,  having  in  mind  his  en^ 
gineering  qualities,  but  General  Grant  feared  Newton  might  entertain  a  natur^ 
prejudice  against  the  negro  element  which  will  hereafter  enter  so  largely  into 
the  means  of  defence  to  the  river. 

Veatch's  withdrawal  from  Purdy  makes  Forrest's  escape  from  the  trap  in  which 
he  caught  himself  easy  and  certain ;  but  if  you  have  at  Cairo  anything  that 
could  go  up  the  Tennessee,  and  move  inland  on  Jackson  or  Paris  even,  it  would 
disturb  Forrest  more  than  anything  Hurlbut  will  do  from  Memphis.  I  take  it 
Forrest  is  now  scattered,  some  of  his  men  on  furlough,  and  at  mischief,  stealing 
horees  and  recuperating.  He  may  crops  over  the  Tennessee  into  Kentucky  or 
T(inneei»ee,  but  1  don't  care  if  he  does.  Should  he  break  the  railroad  between 
this  and  Louisville  it  would  not  bother  us,  for  we  have  vast  supplies  here ;  and 
if  he  comes  over  to  the  neighborhood  of  Pulaski  or  Columbia,  we  will  give  him 
more  than  he  expects. 

As  our  great  problem  is  to  whip  Joe  Johnston,  we  want  a  surplus  of  our  best 
troops  on  the  lino  of  the  Tennessee.  When  that  is  done,  we  can  give  more  at- 
tention to  the  Mississippi  as  against  the  small  bands  that  threaten  it.  Surely 
there  is  now  nothing  there  that  can  touch  Memphis,  Vicksburg  or  Natchez,  and 
it  will  not  be  long  before  Banks  will  turn  against  Mobile,  when  the  confederates 
must  look  to  the  safety  of  their  own  lines  on  the  Alabama. 

Give  your  chief  thoughts  to  the  making  up  of  your  army  of  the  Tennessee 
•nd  getting  everything  necessary  to  make  the  move  from  your  present  line  on 
Rome  and  the  Coosa.  You  will  have  the  longest  marches,  and  it  may  be  the  hard- 
est knocks,  but  you  have  the  elements  of  the  best  kind.  You  will  have  nine 
(9)  divisions,  averaging  from  four  to  live  thousand  (4  to  5,000,)  viz  :  Hirrow's, 
Smith's  (Morgan  L.,)  Osterhaus'  (in  which  is  Chas.  R.  Wood,  a  magnificent 
officer,)  and  Jno.  E.  Smith,  composing  the  15th  corps,  (Logan's,)  Veatch, 
Sweeny,  and  A.  J.  Smith,  under  Dodge,  and  Crocker  and  Leggett  under  Frank 
Blair. 
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I  am  told  that  Bl.iir  will  Boon  leave  Washington.  I  wrote  him  he  wonld  he 
wanted  by  April  20,  at  Cairo ;  you  may  telegraph  him. 

You  had  better  begin  moving  up  to  Clinton  your  regiments  and  wagons  as 
fast  as  they  accumulate  at  Cairo.  You  can  get  steamers  plenty  at  Cairo  and 
St.  Louis. 

Grant  says  he  will  be  all  ready  April  25,  and  when  he  moves  we  must. 
Thomas  and  Schofield  are  progressing  well  in  their  preparations. 
Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  James  B.  McPherson, 

Comm^dg  the  Department  qfth^:  TennesseCt  Hunfsvilie,  Ala. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  12,  1864. 

Dear  General:  Yours  of  March  30,  from  Natchez,  is  received,  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  answering.  I  confess  I  fear  to  enunciate  any  plan  that  can  reconcile 
all  objections;  but  am  willing  to  say  that  I  will  use  all  my  official  power  and 
influence  to  carry  out  yours  or  that  of  the  War  Department.  My  objections  to 
the  plantation  scheme  are  purely  military.  The  Mississippi  is  a  long,  weak  line* 
easily  approached  from  the  rear.  Plantations  of,  say,  three  whites  and  fifty  blacks 
to  a  mile  of  river,  can  be  broken  at  any  point  by  a  guerilla  band  of  one  hundred 
with  perfect  impunity.  You  and  I  know  the  temper  of  the  whites  in  the  south. 
.  I  heard  a  young  lady  in  Canton,  educated  at  Philadelphia,  who  was  a  commu- 
nicant of  a  Christian  church,  thank  her  God  that  her  negroes,  who  had  attempted 
to  escape  into  our  lines  at  Big  Black,  had  been  overtaken  by  Ross's  Texas  brigade, 
and  killed.  She  thanked  her  God.  and  did  so  in  religious  sincerity.  Now,  a 
stranger  to  the  sentiment  of  the  south  would  consider  this  unnatural,  but  it  is 
not  only  natural  but  universal.  All  the  people  of  the  south,  old  and  young, 
rich  and  poor,  educated  and  ignorant,  unite  in  this,  that  they  will  kill,  as  vipers^ 
the  whites  who  attempt  to  free  their  slaves,  and  also  the  **  ungrateful  slaves"  who 
attempt  to  change  their  character  from  slave  to  free. 

Therefore,  in  making  this  change,  which  I  regard  as  a  decree  of  nature,  we 
have  to  combat  not  only  the  organized  resistance  of  the  confederate  forces,  but 
the  prejudices  of  the  entire  people  of  the  south.  I  would  prefer  much  to  colonize 
the  negroes  on  lands  clearly  forfeited  to  us  by  treason,  and  for  the  government 
to  buy  or  extinguish  the  claims  of  other  and  loyal  people  in  the  districts  chosen. 
I  look  upon  the  lands  bordering  the  Mississippi,  Steele's  bayou.  Deer  creek, 
Sunflower,  Bogue  Phaliah,  Yazoo,  &c.,  in  that  rich  alluvial  region  lying  between 
Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  of  which  Haines's  Bluff,  Yazoo  City,  and  Grenada  are 
the  key  points,  as  the  very  country  in  which  we  might  collect  the  negroes,  and 
where  they  will  find  more  good  land  already  cleared  than  in  any  district  I  know 
of,  and  it  would  enable  the  negroes  at  once  to  be  useful. 

If,  however,  the  government  prefer  the  "  lessee"  system,  then  I  shall  favor 
the  occupation,  by  a  black  brigade,  of  Harrisonburg,  and  cover  as  well  as  may 
bethe  Mississippi  country  lying  between  the  Washita  and  Yazoo.  General  Slo- 
cnm  will  soon  come  down,  and  we  believe  he  will  co-operate  with  you  with  his 
whole  heart.  Of  course,  the  possession  of  Vicksburg  is  a  sine  qua  non.  We 
don't  want  the  task  of  taking  it  again ;  but  if  he  can  spare  troops  he  will  be 
instructed,  in  connexion  with  Natchez,  to  hold  Harrisonburg,  with  one  or  more 
gunboats  up  the  Washita  and  Tensas. 

Steele  is  ordered  to  hold  the  line  of  Red  river,  but  I  must  have  Smith's  com- 
mand, which  1  loaned  for  but  thirty  (30)  days,  and  I  have  reason  to  know  that 
Banks  must  swing  over  against  Mobile,  so  Steele  will  have  only  his  Arkansas 
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commaDd,  and  that  may  be  insufficient ;  of  this  we  cannot  judge  until  we  know 
what  is  already  done.  If  Shreveport  be  taken  before  these  orders  reach  Steele, 
he  may  hold  that  point ;  otherwise,  all  he  should  attempt  would  be  Alexandria, 
in  connexion  with  the  gunboats. 

We  have,  sure  enough,  a  big  job  on  hand,  and  the  only  way  is  to  go  on  trusting 
to  consequences,  following  naturally  grand  results.     Lee  and  Johnston  must  be 
whipped,  and  it  should  not  be  deferred  an  hour  beyond  the  first  possible  practi- 
cable moment. 
I  necessarily  write  in  some  haste,  but  you  will  catch  the  drift  of  my  argument. 
With  respect,  your  friend  and  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  JjOrbnzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S,  A,,  Vicksburg,  Mississippi.  ^c  '  -y  , 


Hbadquartkrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville^  Tennessee,  April  14,  1864. 

Dear  Gbxrral  :  I  send  you  a  parcel  of  papers  of  the  latest  dates  from  the 
M>mh.  You  will  find  them  interesting.  One  set  of  my  former  scouts  is  just  in 
from  Memphis ;  having  come  from  Memphis,  Holly  Springs,  Pontotoc,  Aberdeen, 
Colombos,  Mississippi, ;  Selma  Montgomery,  Opelika,  West  Point,  and  Colum- 
bia, Georgia ;  thence  l3ack  to  Selma,  arid  up  the  railroad  to  Talladega,  Jack- 
sonville, and  Blue  mountain.  The  enemy  is  collecting  at  a  place  near  Centre- 
ville,  a  camp  to  which  Loriue's  division  is  to  come  from  Demopolis.  This  force 
will  be  behind  the  Coosa,  and  is  clearly  designed  by  Johnston  to  watch  McPher- 
?on  as  he  advances  against  Rome.  Forrest  still  is  up  between  the  Tennessee 
and  the  Mississippi,  and  is  reported  to>day  crossing  the  Tennessee  at  Hamburg, 
also  attacking  Columbus.  I  admire  his  great  skill,  but  he  can't  do  all  that.  I  am 
willing  he  should  continue  to  attack  our  forts,  and  he  may  also  cross  the  Ten- 
nessee. We  have  plenty  of  stores  here ;  also  we  are  pushing  them  to  the  front 
as  fast  as  possible.  I  will  not  let  Forrest  draw  off  my  mind  from  the  concentra- 
tion going  on. 

Longstreet  is  represented  still  up  about  Bristol  and  Abingdon,  but  I  don't  be- 
lieve he  will  move  into  Kentucky  by  Pound  Gap — ^road  too  bad  and  long.  He 
mty  send  some  cavalry  in,  but  he  doesn't  probably  know  that  he  can't  interrupt 
our  communications ;  because  if  the  Louisville  road  is  reached  by  a  dash,  we 
tre  not  disturbed ;  and  then  for  him  to  get  out  would  be  a  question. 

All  well  with  ns.     I  await  McPherson's  two  divisions  on  furlough,  and  A.  J. 
Smith  from  Red  river. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff i  Washington. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  13,  1864. 
Geoeral  Thomas,  Chattanooga : 

Continue  to  send  me  reports  of  scouts  and  rebel  newspapers.  Yours  are  most 
interesting.  Two  (2)  of  mine  are  in  from  Memphis,  having  come  from  Holly 
Springs,  Pontotoc,  Aberdeen,  Columbus,  Selma,  Montgomery,  West  Point,  back 
to  Selma,  iiptoTalla4ega and  Blue  mountain.  The  enemy  is  collecting  a  cavalry 
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force  at  Blae  moan  tain,  which  is  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Gadsden,  on  account  of 
forage  which  comes  up  the  railroad  from  Selmaan  d  Talladega ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  Ix)ring'8  division  is  ordered  to  the  same  point  from  Demopolis.  Johnston 
doubtless  i»  trying  to  make  up  a  force  to  watch  that  flank,  which  he  must  observe 
is  being  threatened  by  McPiiersou.  Forrest  is  reported  again  to  be  attacking 
Columbus,  Kentucky,  and  also  trying  to  cross  the  Tennessee  near  Hamburg. 
He  seems  to  be  omnipresent,  but  I  think  his  cavalry  is  scattered  over  between 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Tennessee  stealing  horses  and  feeding  them.  I  would 
as  lief  have  him  there  as  anywhere  else  now.  Newton  is  here  and  will  come 
forward  to-morrow.     Keep  a  good  division  for  him. 

Keep  on  collecting  your  command,  as  we  arranged,  and  unload  your  cars  as 
fast  as  possible.     I  will  push  forward  stores  as  fast  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  18,  1865. 

General  Grant  has  made  the  following  orders : 

He  has  ordered  three  regiments  from  St.  Louis  to  Cairo,  with  which  to  re-en- 
force Paducah,  Cairo,  and  Columbus,  and  tu  feel  out  to  Union  Q\tf.  Union 
City  must  not  be  garrisoned,  but  simply  visited  by  scouts  and  patrols. 

As  soon  as  possible,  a  division  or  strong  brigade  of  McPherson's  command, 
due  from  furlough  about  the  20th  instant,  General  Gresham,  if  possible,  will 
hasten  up  the  Tennessee,  leave  its  wagons  and  incumbrances  at  Clifton,  but 
proceed  to  Savannah  and  scout  across  by  Purdy  to  the  head  of  the  Hatchee. 

General  Slocum  has  gone  to  Yicksburg  to  assume  command  there,  and  Gen- 
eral Sturgis  has  started  this  morning  to  assume  command  of  all  the  cavalry  at 
and  near  Memphis,  with  which  he  will  sally  out  and  attack  Forrest,  wherever 
he  may  be.  General  Grierson  may  seize  all  the  horses  and  mules  in  jSlemphis 
to  mount  his  men,  and  be  ready  for  the  arrival  of  General  Sturgis;  and  Buck- 
laiid's  brigade  of  infantry  should  be  ready  to  move  out  with  the  cavalry.  Mower's 
division,  now  at  Red  river,  will  be  detained  at  Memphis  on  its  way  up  the  river, 
and  A.  J.  Smith  will  come,  as  ordered,  up  the  Tennessee.  General  C.  C.  Wash- 
burne  is  ordered  to  Memphis,  and  General  Hunt  to  Columbus.  General  Hurl- 
but  will  take  post  for  the  present  at  Cairo,  and  Hicks  remain  in  command  at 
Paducah. 

All  the  troops  along  the  Mississippi  must  act  with  vigor  against  any  portion 
of  the  enemy  within  reach.  Paducah,  Cairo,  Columbus,  Memphis,  Vicksburg, 
and  Natchez  must  be  held,  and  all  minor  points  exposed  should  be  evacuated. 

The  troops  at  Memphis  should  act  by  land ;  those  at  Yicksburg  should  oper- 
ate up  Yazoo,  at  Yazoo  city,  and  threatening  Grenada. 

All  former  orders  will  be  modified  to  suit  this  gcntjral  plan. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

General  McPherson,  ffuntsville. 

General  Hurlbut,  Memphis. 

General  Bravman.  Cairo. 

General  Slocum,  Vicksburg. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Xashoiilc,  Tennessee^  April  19,  1SG5. 
Gen  BR  AL :  I  have  read  with  interest  General  Geary's  report  and  your  indorse- 
ments. *  With  all  the  facts  before  me,  especially  the  complete  details  of  the  facts 
£:iven  by  your  scouts,  1  have  no  doubt  that  Johnston's*  main  army  is  on  the 
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nilroad  at  or  near  Dalton;  that  it  is  about  forty  thousand  (4D,000)  strong,  well 
commanded,  and  in  good  order,  but  it  cannot  move  many  days'  march,  except 
aloDg  the  line  of  that  road,  front  and  rear;  that  he  has  a  good  force  of  cavalry, 
one  part  of  which  is  kept  to  his  right  rear  for  food,  and  that  another  part,  say 
four  thoasand  (4,000)  men,  are  on  his  left,  over  about  the  Blue  Mountain  depot, 
for  the  same  purpose,  and  to  watch  the  assemblage  of  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, which  he  knows  threatens  his  left  flank,  and  which  has  two  good  bridges 
with  which  to  pass  the  Tennessee  at  pleasure.  This  cavalry,  with  some  infantry 
supports,  are  seen  often  at  Larkins's  and  at  Decatur,  and  some  skirmishing  has 
been  carried  on  with  them,  but  we  want  to  mask  our  force  by  the  Tennessee 
till  the  right  time.  Of  course,  then,  McPherson  can  sweep  them  from  his  front 
as  a  cob-web.  • 

At  Blue  Mountain  depot  this  cavalry  gets  com,  which  is  sent  up  from  the 
line  of  the  railroad  and  8elma,  and  this  point  is  the  present  terminus  of  that 
nilroad. 

It  is  ten  (10)  miles  south  of  Jacksonville,  which  is  twenty-two  (22)  miles 
etst  by  south  of  Gadsden,  which  is  full  forty-five  (45)  miles  from  Guntersville, 
the  nearest  point  of  the  Tennessee.  I  have  no  apprehension  of  a  raid  on  our 
right,  for  the  reason  that  the  enemy  cannot  pass  the  Tennessee,  save  at  isolated 
points,  and  then  only  in  small  parties ;  besides,  the  stream  of  troops  soon  to  come 
np  the  Tennessee  from  Cairo,  and  across  to  Huntsville,  from  Savannah  and  Clif- 
ton, will  serve  to  cover  that  flank.  Still  we  must  push  our  measures  to  accu- 
molate  a  surplus  of  all  essentials  to  the  front,  so  that  a  temporary  interruption 
▼ill  not  cripple  us  or  delay  our  general  plans,  which  remain  unchanged. 

The  only  real  move  I  see  for  Joe  Johnston  is  to  strike  your  line  at  his  nearest 
point,  about  Cleveland  or  Ooltewah,  but  this  he  cannot  reach  without  first  fight- 
ing the  Ringgold  force.  I  advise  you  to  group  your  commands  so  as  to  admit 
of  easy  and  rapid  concentration  at  such  point  as  your  judgment  approves*  and 
be  careful  not  to  accumulate  stores  anywhere  but  inside  of  Chattanooga. 

The  season  is  now  mild,  and  even  surplus  tents  and  all  useless  baggage  should 
thus  be  placed,  that  the  troops  in  camp  could  pack  up  and  move  at  the  shortest 
notice.  Study  all  means  to  save  wagons  and  transportation  at  all  events  till 
our  advance  passes  the  Coosa. 

Please  continue  as  heretofore  the  scout  reports.  I  have  two  smart  girls 
who  have  just  come  in  from  Memphis  via  Okalona,  Colcmibus,  Selma,  Mont- 
gomery, West  Point,  back  to  Selma,  up  the  railroad  to  Talladega,  and  Blue 
mountain,  whence  ihey  crossed  on  foot  by  way  of  Gadsden,  Black  river,  Will's 
creek,  Tower  creek,  and  Larkin's.  They  saw  little  or  no  infantry,  and  the  only 
cavalry  they  saw  was  at  the  Blue  mountains,  and  close  up  to  the  Tennessee 
lirer. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  Chattanooga. 


Hbadquartkbs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  19,  1865. 
&e.NBRAL:  I  received  a  despatch  from  General  Grant  asking  me  if  the  report 
tbat  Johnston  was  sending  oflP  Hardee's  corps  was  true.  I  have  answered  that 
Thomas  thinks  not.  You  know  how  easy  such  reports  get  currency.  1  have 
read  every  official  report  from  all  quarters  very  carefully,  and  the  only  one 
which  even  hints  at  such  a  thing  is  one  from  Thomas,  the  words  of  a  deserter 
taken  down  by  the  usual  provost  marshal,  under  date  of  April  15,  that  there 
3* 
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was  a  camp  rumor  in  Johnston's  camp  when  he  left  that  Hardee's  corps  was  to 
he  sent  to  Virginia,  but  subsequent  reports  describe  minutely  the  position  and 
strength  of  the  rebel  army  as  unchanged  since  you  left,  save  that  a  heavy 
cavalry  force' is  being  collected  near  the  Coosa,  abreast  of  Guntersville,  evidently 
for  the  purpose  of  watching  McPherson ;  although  I  have  daily  the  reports  oi 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  marching  and  raiding  all  round  the  compass 
yet  I  have  now  scouts  in  from  Memphis  who  bring  in  passes  and  papers  froit 
Selma,  Montgomery,  West  Point,  Opelika,  and  Talladega,  «md  from  them  I  lean 
that  things  remain  as  above. 

Thomas  is  gradua^y  drawing  down  his  command  to  a  common  focus,  Chatta- 
nooga. Schofield  has  infantry  force  at  Bull's  Gap  and  a  small  cavalry  force 
beyoncf,  but  is  preparing  to  have  about  twelve  thousand  (12,000)  infantry  ueai 
Hiawassee  at  the  time  appointed,  May  1,  with  his  cavalry  under  Stonemau,  re- 
mounting and  refitting  as  fast  as  possible,  near  Lexington,  Kentucky,  whence  al 
the  right  time  I  will  move  them  to  the  Hiawassee. 

McPherson  has  Decatur  well  fortified,  and  is  examining  the  river  carefully  to 
ascertain  the  best  point  to  cross  over.  He  is  still  in  doubt  whether  Guntersville  or 
Whitesburg  be  the  place.  But  one  or  the  other  is,  and  our  bridges  at  Larkin'fl 
can  on  a  short  notice  drop  down.  This  will  give  him  two  good  points  of  invasion. 
I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  get  forward  the  necessary  stores,  and  more  still  to  dimin- 
ish the  useless  mouths  that  eat  up  our  substance, 

I  enclose  you  two  orders  which  are  preliminary,  but  I  am  resolved,  when 
General  Grant  gives  the  word,  to  attack  Johnston  in  the  manner  I  have  heretofore 
described,  if  our  men  have  to  live  on  beef  and  salt.  They  will  do  it,  if  necessary, 
we  know.  As  long  as  cavalry  officers  can  let  their  horses  run  down  to  get  a 
remount  by  a  mere  requisition,  they  will  bankrupt  any  government.  Grierson 
had  seven  thousand  (7,000)  horses  when  I  made  up  the  Meridian  count,  and 
Smith  and  he  reported  the  capture  of  some  four  thousand  (4,000)  animals,  and 
yet  now  the  reason  for  not  attacking  Forrest  is,  that  he  can  only  mount  two 
thousand  four  hundred  (2,400)  men.  Even  with  that  he  should  have  attacked 
the  enemy  at  Somersville,  as  it  was  then  known  Forrest  was  up  about  Paducali 
with  a  considerable  part,  and  what  was  at  Somersville  was  of  course  only  a 
pai't,  and  should  have  been  fought  at  all  odds.  At  Memphis  are  Buckland's  full 
brigade  of  splendid  troops,  (2,000;)  three  other  white  regiments,  one  of  black 
artillery,  at  Fort  Pickering,  1,200  strong;  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  men  floating 
who  are  camped  in  the  fort;  near  four  thousand  (4,000)  black  troops,  three 
thousand  (3,000)  enrolled  and  armed  militia,  and  all  Grierson's  cavalry,  ten 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three  (10,983)  according  to  my  last  returns, 
of  which  surely  not  over  three  thousand  (3,000)  are  on  furlough.  Out  of  this 
a  splendid  force  of  about  two  thousand  Rve  hundred  (2,500)  well  mounted 
cavalry  and  four  thousand  (4,000)  infantry  could  have  been  made  up,  and  bj 
moving  to  Bolivar,  could  have  made  Forrest  come  there  to  fight  or  get  out. 

I  have  sent  Sturgis  down  to  take  command  and  whip  Forrest,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  mount  enough  men  to  seize  any  and  all  the  horses  of  Memphis,  or  wherever 
he  may  go. 

The  forces  of  Fort  Pillow  are  not  on  my  returns.  I  broke  it  up,  and  the  gar- 
rison was  composed  of  a  regiment  of  l^ennesseeans,  enlisting,  and  four  companies 
of  blacks,  of  which  I  have  no  satisfactory  report  as  yet,  but  have  sent  for  full 
details. 

I  think  everything  hereabouts  is  working  as  well  as  I  can  promise,  and  ii 
A.  J.  Smith  is  coming,  and  McPherson 's  two  furloughed  divisions  reach  us,  1 
will  be  ready  at  the  drop  of  a  hat  to  cross  the  Tennessee  and  pitch  in. 

I  sent  for  the  governor  of  Kentucky,  and  he  is  well  satisfied  with  all  the  steps 
taken,  and  undertakes  by  his  militia  and  the  troops  now  controlled  by  Bur- 
bridge  to  catch  the  wandering  guerillas  and  keep  peace  in  his  State.     But  wc 
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are  independent  of  Kentnckj,  for  there  are  here  now  all  the  essentials  for  an 
anny  of  eighty  thousand  (80,000)  men  for  six  months.     Railroad  accidents  are 
Etill  happening,  but  as  seldom  as  we  could  expect. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Gen.  Grant's  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Cipher  tcleg^m.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville^  Tennessee,  April  20,  18G5. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant,  Washington  : 
These  are  copies  of  my  latest  despatches  from  Chattanooga  and  Knoxville : 

[From  Knoxville,  April  19,  1865.] 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  information  this  evening  that  Longstreet's  three  divisions  of  infantry 
have  gone  east  as  far  as  Lynchburg  ;  the  last  left  Bristol  on  Wednesday,  the  13th 
instant.  My  informant  is  a  man  who  was  employed  on  the  railroad,  and  went 
from  Bristol  to  Lynchburg  on  the  13tb  and  returned  on  the  14th.  He  is 
believed  to  be  loyal  and  truthful.  Reports  from  other  sources  also  corroborate 
this  statement.  Vaughn's  cavalry  brigade,  from  eight  hundred  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred strong,  moved,  at  about  the  same  time,  from  Kingsport  towards  North  Car- 
olina, by  the  road  leading  up  the  Wautauga.  This  leaves  the  force  ii  south- 
west Virginia  little  more  than  that  which  was  recently  driven  through  Pound 
Gap  by  Colonel  Gallop.  From  all  the  information  obtained  while  in  command 
here,  1  estimate  the  effective  strength  of  Longstreet's  three  divisions  at  twelve 
thousand  ^vei  hundred  (12,500.)  General  Foster's  estimate  was  somewhat 
larger.  I  state  this  as  it  may  be  of  importance  to  General  Grant  in  Virginia  at 
this  time.  ^ 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,  Major  General. 


[From  Chattanooga,  April  19,  1865.] 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

There  is  no  foundation  for  the  report  that  Johnston  is  re-enforcing  Lee. 
One  of  my  most  reliable  men  reports  as  follows :  Dalton,  April  12. — No  change 
atDalton.  Resaca,  April  15. — No  change  at  Resaca  or  IJalton.  Trains  full 
of  soldiers  going  and  coming  on  furlough.  Resaca,  April  18. — No  change  in 
Dalton.  TV  ash.  Johnson  and  command  left  here  for  Dalton  at  10  a.  m.  this 
morning;  four  hundred  (400)  Florida  troops  took  their  places.  A  large  num- 
ber of  wagons,  loaded  with  crackers  at  Calhoun,  have  been  waiting  orders  some 
few  days. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  man,  I  have  by  the  way  of  others  who  visit  Dal- 
ton at  least  once  a  week  each.  They  all  confirm  what  he  says  regarding  the 
position  of  the  enemy  there. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher  telegpram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

NashvUle,  April  23,  1865. 
General  McPherson,  Huntsville: 

We  must  make  calculations,  leaving  A.  J.  Smith  out.  Banks  cannot  spare 
him,  as  I  feared. 

Hurry  up  the  two  divisions  from  Cairo,  and  get  ready  as  soon  as  possible, 
for  I  think  Grant  is  pushing  matters.  I  have  news  from  Dalton  to  the  20th. 
A  part  of  Polk's  troops  have  arrived  there. 

We  must  not  allow  our  chief  attention  to  be  drawn  towards  Mississippi,  as 
that  is  what  the  enemy  wants. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  23,  1865. 

General  McPherson,  IlunUville: 

Colonel  Comstock  is  here  from  General  Grant,  and  we  may  have  to  move 
sooner  than  we  are  ready,  but  we  can  go  as  far  as  the  Coosa.  I  will  throw  for- 
ward provisions  enough  to  load  your  wagons,  and  they  can  be  replenished  at 
Ringgold. 

If  we  move  before  Crocker  gets  up  I  will  require  you  to  move  by  Lebanon 
and  Chattooga,  to  communicate  with  Thomas  at  Lafayette  and  Villanow. 
But  I  will  write  at  length.  If  we  move  by  May  1,  the  divisions  at  Scottsboro,' 
Larkin's,  and  Woodville  should  cross  at  Larkin's.  Dodge's  force  and  Garrard 
should  cross  at  Decatur  and  move  to  Guntersville,  and  a  junction  made  at  Leb- 
anon. I  do  not  propose  to  cross  the  Coosa  till  all  are  up,  but  we  will  gain  time 
by  a  move  in  concert  with  Grant. 

W.  T.  »HERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Armies  in  the  Field, 

Cidpeper  C.  K,  Va.,  April  19,  1864. 

General  ;  Since  my  letter  to  you  I  have  seen  no  reason  to  change  any  por* 
tion  of  the  general  plan  of  campaign,  if  the  enemy  remain  still  and  allow  us  to 
take  the  initiative.  Rain  has  continued  so  uninterruptedly  until  the  last  day  or 
two  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  move,  however,  before  the  27th,  even  if  no  more 
should  fall  in  the  mean  time.  I  think  Saturday,  the  30th,  will  probably  be  the 
day  for  our  general  move. 

Colonel  Comstock,  who  will  take  this,  can  spend  a  day  with  yon,  and  fill  up 
many  a  little  gap  of  information  not  given  in  any  of  my  letters. 

What  I  now  want  more  particularly  to  say  is,  that  if  the  two  main  attacks, 
yours  and  the  one  from  here,  should  promise  great  success,  the  enemy  may,  in  a 
fit  of  desperation,  abandon  one  part  of  their  line  of  defence  and  throw  their 
whole  strength  upon  a  single  army,  believing  that  a  defeat  with  one  victory  to 
sustain  them  is  better  than  a  defeat  all  along  their  line,  and  hoping,  too,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  army,  meeting  with  no  resistance,  will  rest  perfectly,  satisfied  with 
their  laurels,  having  penetrated  to  a  given  point  south,  thereby  enabling  them  to 
throw  their  force  first  upon  one  and  then  on  the  other. 
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With  the  majority  of  military  commanders  they  might  do  this.  But  you 
have  had  too  much  experience  in  travelling  light  and  subsisting  npon  the  coun- 
try to  be  caught  by  any  snch  ruse.  I  hope  my  experience  has  not  been  thrown 
away.  My  directions,  then,  would  be,  if  the  enemy  in  your  front  show  signs  of 
joining  Lee,  follow  him  up  to  the  full  extent  of  your  ability.  I  will  prevent 
the  concentration  of  Lee  upon  your  front  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  army  to 
do  it. 

The  army  of  the  Potomac  looks  well,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  officers  and 
men  feel  well. 

Yours,  truly, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Shbrman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


[Cipher  telegpram.  J 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  23,  1864. 

General  Schofield,  Knoxville : 

Colonel  Comstock  is  here  from  General  Grant.  We  may  have  to  hegin  quite 
as  soon  as  I  first  estimated.  May  1.  You  will  commence  at  once  to  break  up 
railroad  above  Bull's  Gap  and  either  bend  and  twist  the  bars  or  carry  them  to 
Knoxville,  and  move  down  the  infantry  force  about  the  Hiwassee.  Stoneman 
will  be  able  to  overhaul  us  before  we  will  need  the  flanking  force. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  letter.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mrssissippi, 

Nashville,  April  24,  1865. 
General  Thomas,  Chattanooga  : 

You  may  be  as  severe  as  possible  with  citizens  who  smuggle  themselves  into 
the  cars.  All  are  prohibited  from  going.  I  have  more  than  doubled  the  number 
of  cars  per  day.     Yesterday  we  got  off  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  cars. 

If  you  send  a  staff  officer  I  will  send  you  copies  of  General  Grant's  letters. 
They  embrace  the  points  of  mine.  Time  is  nearly  up,  and  you  cannot  have 
your  preparations  too  far  advanced.  For  the  first  week  out  we  will  need  but 
few  wagons. 

As  McPherson  will  not  have  A.  J.  Smith's  division,  and  some  of  his  fur- 
loughed  regiments  will  be  late,  you  had  better  make  ready  with  every  man  you 
can  take  along,  and  as  McPherson's  detachments  come  up  your  surplus  forces 
can  be  sent  back.     I  will  come  down  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi. 

Nashville,  April  25,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  received  your  several  despatches  and  letters  touching  the 
check  on  railroad  travel.     I  have  ordered  the  quartermaster  to  check  the  ten- 
dency of  our  military  railroads  sliding  into  a  public  convenience,  but  to  keep  it 
just  as  he  would  a  train  of  army  wagons.    Nobody  should  travel  in  the  cars 
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save  officers  and  soldiers  under  orders  entitling  them  to  transportation.  I  left 
him  to  ease  off  by  sending  onlj  such  as  were  caught  away  from  home  by  the 
change.  I  think  it  will  in  time  come  but  all  right.  If  we  allow  conductors  to 
collect  money  we  know  they  will  little  by  little  pick  up  way-travellers  for  their 
own  profit.  We  have  not  the  system  of  checks  that  would  enable  us  to  detect 
peculation  and  fraud.  The  officers  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  have  com- 
plained bitterly  that  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  railroad  they  were  slighted, 
and  there  were  some  grounds,  not  intentional  on  your  part,  but  calculated  to 
raise  a  prejudice,  that  after  they  had  come  to  the  relief  of  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland they  were  denied  bread  or  any  facilities  from  the  road.  Some  even 
thought  you  shared  this  feeling,  and  had  refused  them  even  a  passage  to  or  from 
Nashville. 

This  resulted  from  the  fact  that  the  conductors  and  your  guards  were  familiar 
with  your  passes,  and  were  not  with  those  of  Logan  or  other  commanders  of  that 
wing.  This  made  my  transportation  order  manife.-tly  just,  putting  all  depart- 
ment commanders  on  a  just  equality. 

We  have  increased  the  daily  cars  from  about  eighty  (80)  to  from  one  hundred 
and  thirty  (130)  to  one  hundred  and  ninety  (190.)  If  I  can  get  the  average  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  the  road  will  supply  us,  and  make  an  accumulation. 
I  wish  you  to  increase  the  facilities  for  throwing  stores  forward  to  Ringgold,  as 
Mcpherson,  Schofield,  and  you  will  have  to  draw  from  that  common  depot.  All 
I  can  now  hope  for  is  to  get  McPherson  to  Lafayette,  or  thereabouts,  with  twenty 
(20)  days'  bread,  salt,  &c.,  from  Guntersville. 

McPherson's  two  divisions  are  not  yet  at  Cairo,  add  in  many  cases  the  fur- 
loughs were  dated  after  a  long  delay  in  the  State  waiting  for  payment,  so  that 
I  can't  even  tell  when  they  will  be  up  to  Clifton ;  but  we  are  pushing  as  hard  as 
possible.  I  want  McPherson  to  have  thirty  thousand  (30,000)  men,  independent 
of  Garrard's  cavalry ;  but  if  we  can't  get  these  two  divisions  in  time,  his  force 
will  fall  far  short.  As  he  and  Schofield  cover  your  flanks,  I  want  to  make  your 
force  as  heavy  as  possible  as  far  out  as  Dalton,  Resaca,  and  Kingston.  By  that 
time  we  will  have  a  better  knowledge  of  what  we  will  need,  and  can  trim  down 
and  send  back  such  as  should  remain  to  guard  your  rear.  The  only  danger  I 
apprehend  is  from  resident  guerillas,  and  from  Forrest  coming  from  the  direction 
of  Florence.  I  did  want  A.  J.  Smith  on  the  Tennessee,  about  Florence,  to 
guard  against  that  danger,  but  Banks  cannot  spare  him,  and  Grant  orders  me  to 
calculate  without  him.  General  Corse  is  here  from  Red  river.  The  battle  up 
Red  river  resulted  thus  wise :  The  advance  cavalry,  incumbered  with  wagons, 
met  the  enemy  in  position  four  miles  from  Mansfield,  where  the  road  forks  to 
Texas.  Lee,  who  commanded  the  cavalry,  sent  back  for  supports.  A  brigade 
of  infantry  was  sent,  but  both  cavalry  and  infantry  were  driven  back  in  disorder. 
Another  brigade  sent  forward  shared  the  same  fate,  and  the  enemy  pursuing 
struck  Franklin,  who  held  them  till  night.  Next  day  A.  J.  Smith  got  up,  and 
a  hard  fight  ensued  on  the  9th,  extending  into  night.  Our  troops  had  the  ad- 
vantage, but  in  the  night  both  armies  retired^-ours  forty  miles  back  to  Grand 
Ecore ;  and  the  enemy  discovering  first  our  retrograde,  took  advantage  of  it.  So 
they  have  the  victory.  They  took  all  the  wagons  of  the  cavalry,  over  two  hun- 
dred, (200,)  and  some  eighteen  guns,  two  of  which  were  recovered. 

Banks  was  refitting  on  the  14th  at  Grand  Ecore,  preparing  to  advance. 
Nothing  from  Steele,  who,  at  that  date,  should  have  been  near  Shreveport,  on 
the  north  and  east  bank  of  the  river. 

I  am  quite  uneasy  about  Steele,  as  the  movement  up  Red  river  has  been  so 
slow  that  all  the  Texas  and  Louisiana  forces  are  assembled,  and  having  defeated 
Banks,  may  turn  against  Steele ;  but  still  I  hope  Banks  will  not  pause,  but  re- 
sume his  march,  and  prevent  Kirby  Smith  from  crossing  to  the  north  side  of 
Red  river.  Our  joint  forces  are  far  superior  to  those  of  the  enemy,  and  we  have 
also  the  gunboats  and  transports  in  Red  river. 
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The  best  fighting  was  evidently  done  by  my  troops,  and  Admiral  Porter 
writes  me  that  A.  J.  Smith's  command  saved  Banks's  army  from  utter  rout. 
Banks  should  have  seventeen  thousand,  (17,000,)  Steele  seven  to  nine  thousand, 
(7  to  9,000,)  and  Smith  ten  thousand,  QO.OOO.) 

The  joint  foree  of  the  enemy  is  reckoned  at  twenty-five  thousand,  (25^000.) 
Grand  Ecore  is  the  river  town  of  Natchitoches,  a  little  back  from  Red  river,  but 
on  one  of  the  roads  leading  to  Shreveport,  and  about  forty  (40)  miles  from 
Natchitoches. 
I  will  be  with  you  by  May  1. 
Truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General 
Major  (General  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberlandt  Chattanooga,  * 


[Confidential.] 


Hbadquartbbs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  16,  1864. 

General:  I  telegraphed  you  last  night  that  Colonel  Gomstock  had  come 
from  General  Grant  with  a  letter,  that  he,  General  Grant,  would  be  ready  by  the 
27th  to  take  the  initiative,  if  in  the  mean  time  Lee  did  not,  and,  of  course,  he 
wants  me  to  act  at  the  same  time ;  but  Colonel  Comstock  tells  me  he  does  not 
think  General  Grant  can  do  anything  till  Maj  2. 

Of  coarse  the  movement  in  Virginia  is  the  principal,  and  ours  is  secondary, 
and  must  conform.     We  must  be  as  far  ready  as  possible. 

Firpt.  Give  Generals  Slocum  and  Washburne  orders  to  seem  most  active,  to 
bold  there  all  the  enemy  possible,  even  at  a  small  risk  to  the  river,  for  if  we  whip 
Joe  Johnston  good,  everything  lying  west  will  feel  the  blow. 

Second.  Do  all  that  is  within  the  power  of  mortal  to  get  up  your  two  divisions 
from  Cairo,  with  wagons,  beef  cattle,  &c.  I  will  write  to  Lieutenant  Commander 
Shirk.  United  States  navy,  to  watch  the  Tennessee,  all  that  is  possible,  to  pre- 
vent any  damage  to  our  roads  from  that  quarter. 

Third.  You  should  at  once  move  your  effective  force  of  the  15rh  corps  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Larkin's,  or  wherever  you  propose  to  cross  the  Tennessee,  to 
be  ready  to  move  on  Lebanon.  Dodge's  command  should  cross  at  Decatur,  and 
brush  away  that  cavalry,  and  move  on  Guntersville  and  Lebanon.  From  Le- 
banon your  army  should  move  as  light  as  possible  by  Summerville  or  other  good 
route  toward  Lafayette  or  Villanow,  to  communicate  with  Thomas.  From 
Lafayette  you  can  renew  your  supply  of  bread,  salt,  sugar,  and  coffee  from 
hinggold,  to  which  point  we  have  cars.     We  are  accumulating  stores  as  fast  as 

r>ssible  at  Chattanooga.  If  you  can  start  with  twenty  days'  supply,  it  is  all  that 
now  expect.  I  will  explain  to  Comstock,  and  send  word  to  General  Grant 
how  important  it  is  that  we  should  have  the  two  divisions  now  at  Cairo,  and  on 
furlough,  and  have  him  correspond  by  telegraph  with  them  at  Cairo,  and  judge 
when  they  can  reach  your  right  flank  via  Clifton. 

You  should  have  a  force  of  about  thirty  thousand,  (30,000,)  exclusive  of  Gar- 
rard's cavalry,  which  will  remain  with  your  extreme  right  till  we  ai  e  beyond  the 
Coosa,  when  it  must  strike  for  the  Montgomery  and  Atlanta  roads. 

I  think  1  understand  the  cavalry  force  in  front  of  Dodge;  it  is  a  detachment 
from  Joe  Johnston,  sent  there  to  watch  your  operations ;  but  the  moment  you 
cross  the  Tennessee  in  force,  it  will  hasten  to  cover  Rome  and  watch  Johnston's 
left  flank  and  rear. 

The  worst  that  we  have  to  apprehend  is,  Forrest  may  come  across  to  act 
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against  our  right  flank ;  but  this  would  be  prevented  if  Washbume  and  Slocum 
threaten  Grenada.  I  take  it  for  granted  that,  unless  Banks  gets  out  of  Red 
river  and  attacks  Mobile,  (which  is  a  material  part  of  General  Grant's  plan,) 
we  will  have  to  fight  Polk's  army  as  well  as  Johnston's.  General  Corse  has 
returned.  Banks  would  not  spare  Smith ;  indeed,  it  appears  that  Smith's 
force  is  the  real  substance  of  his  army.  He  was  whipped  near  Mansfield  and 
retreated  to  Grand  Ecore,  forty  miles,  though  Banks  claims  a  victory ;  but  from 
what  General  Corse  tells  me  he  might  have  made  it  a  victory  by  going  ahead, 
but  by  retreating  he  left  the  enemy  in  possession  of  wounded,  dead,  artillery, 
and  trains;  and  worse,  leaves  Steele  in  danger.  General  Banks  writes  me  that 
all  is  well  there,  but  facts  do  not  sustain  him. 

General  Prince  will  go  to  Columbus,  and  you  had  better  give  Washbume 
command  of  all  the  river  from  Cairo  down,  to  include  the  Memphis  district. 
''Grant  thinks  him  a  man  of  action.  I  will  send  your  pontoon  train  down,  and  I 
think  you  had  better  have  it  at  Scottsboro',  with  orders  to  follow  as  soon  as 
facts  demonstrate  that  Johnston  will  not  fight  us  this  side  of  the  Coosa.  Until 
that  fact  is  demonstrated  we  should  be  as  little  encumbered  as  possible. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  J.  B.  McPherson, 

Cofnmanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  Huntsville, 


[Confidential.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  24,  1864. 

General  :  I  now  have  a  messenger  out  from  General  Grant,  which  convinces 
me  that  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  from  its  shorter  lines  and  superabundant  sup- 
plies, will  be  i*eady  sooner  than  we;  but  let  come  what  may,  we  must  attack 
Joe  Johnston  in  position,  or  force  him  back  of  Coosa,  at  the  moment  the  initia- 
tive is  made  in  the  east.  I  prefer  that  Johnston  should  not  move  at  all,  but 
receive  us  on  his  present  ground.  But  I  do  not  propose  rushing  on  him  rashly 
until  I  have  in  hand  all  the  available  strength  of  your,  Thomas's,  and  McPher- 
son*8  armies. 

Supplies  are  the  chief  trouble;  but  if  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst,  we  can 
live  on  beef  and  salt,  with  such  l)read  as  our  road  ought  to  carry  for  us  to 
Ringgold. 

Of  course  there  remains  now  in  East  Tennessee  no  rebel  force  that  can  come 
down  on  our  flank  that  could  seriously  endanger  us  moving  forward  from  Chat- 
tanooga ;  but  I  wish  you  to  dispose  your  command  to  guard  against  that  chance. 
Destroy  a  considerable  section  of  the  railroad  above  Bull's  Gap,  bending  and 
twisting  the  rails  or  carrying  them  to  Knoxville. 

Leave  Knoxville  and  Loudon  well  guarded,  and  assemble  your  effective  force 
near  Charleston  on  the  Hiwassee,  prepared  by  May  1,  if  possible,  to  move  in 
concert  with  Thomas  down  by  way  of  Vameirs  station  direct  on  Dalton. 

Order  Stoneman  to  move  by  the  best  route  available  to  him  so  as  to  report 
to  you.  If  Johnston  refuses  us  battle,  this  cavalry  will  be  sent  by  way  of 
Spring  Place,  or  it  may  be  higher  up  by  the  copper  mines,  to  threaten  the  ene- 
my's right  rear. 

Order  all  your  forces  in  Kentucky  to  be  most  active,  even  to  feel  out  through 
Pound  Gap  into  the  valley  beyond.  I  have  no  apprehension  of  the  enemy  in- 
terfering with  our  lines  of  communication  in  Kentucky,  because  we  have  here  iu 
Nashville  the  essential  supplies  for  six  months.  Those  in  the  western  part  of 
Kentucky  ought  to  watch  well  the  line,  and  to  arrest  all  suspicious  men  hang- 
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ing  about  who  have  no  honest  employment ;  precaation  may  save  us  temporary 
annoyance.  Such  men  are  not  prisoners  of  war,  but  simply  men  held  by  us 
rather  than  incur  the  risks  of  their  mischievous  acts. 

It  is  useless  for  us  to  expect  the  new  cavalry  from  Indiana.     We  cannot 
mount  even  the  veteran  cavalry,  which  should,  of  course,  have  precedence. 
I  will  be  at  Chattanooga  about  May  1. 
Truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  J.  M.  Schopibld, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohioi  Knoxville,  ^ 


[Confidential.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  24,  1864. 

General  :  I  now  have,  at  the  hands  of  Colonel  Comstock,  of  your  staff,  the 
letter  of  April  19,  and  am  as  far  prepared  to  assume  the  offensive  as  possible. 
I  only  ask  as  much  time  as  you  think  proper,  to  enable  me  to  eet  up  McPher- 
son's  two  divisions  from  Cairo.  Their  furloughs  will  expire  lubout  this  time, 
and  some  of  them  now  should  be  in  motion  for  Clifton,  whence  they  inarch  to 
Decatur  to  join  on  to  Dodge. 

McPherson  is  ordered  to  assemble  the  15th  corps  near  Larkin's,  and  to  get 
Dodge  and  Blair  at  Decatur  at  the  earliest  possible  moment ;  and  from  these 
two  points  he  will  direct  his  forces  on  Lebanon,  Summerville,  and  Lafayette, 
where  he  will  act  against  Johnston  if  he  accept  battle  at  Dalton,  or  move  in  the 
direction  of  Rome,  if  he  give  up  Dalton,  and  fall  behind  the  Oostanaula  or  Eto- 
wah. I  see  there  is  some  risk  in  dividing  our  forces ;  but  Thomas  and  Scho- 
field  will  have  forces  enough  to  cover  all  the  valley  as  far  as  Dalton ;  and  should 
Johnston  turn  his  whole  force  against  McPherson,  the  latter  will  have  his  bridge 
at  Larkin's,  and  the  route  to  Chattanooga  via  Wills's  valley  and  the  Chattanooga 
creek ;  and  if  Johnston  attempt  to  leave  Dalton,  Thomas  will  have  force  enough 
to  push  on  through  Dalton  to  Kingston,  which  would  checkmate  him.  My  own 
opinion  is,  Johnston  will  be  compelled  to  hang  to  his  railroad,  the  only  possible 
avenue  of  supply  to  his  army,  estimated  at  from  forty -five  to  sixty  thousand 
(45  to  60,000}  men. 

At  L:ifayette  all  our  armies  will  be  together,  and  if  Johnston  stands  at  Dalton 
we  must  attack  him  in  position.  Thomas  feels  certain  that  he  has  no  material 
increase  of  force,  and  that  he  has  not  sent  away  Hardee,  or  any  part  of  his  army. 
Supplies  are  the  great  question.  I  have  materially  increased  the  number  of 
cars  daily.  When  I  got  here  they  ran  from  sixty-five  (65)  to  eighty  (80)  per 
day.  Yesterday  the  report  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  (193,)  to-day 
one  hundred  and  thirty- four  (134,)  and  my  estimate  is  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  (145)  per  day  will  give  us  daily  a  day's  accumulation. 

McPherson  is  ordered  to  carry  in  wagons  twenty  (20)  days'  supplies,  and 
rely  on  the  depot  at  Ringgold  for  the  renewal  of  his  bread  ration.  Beeves  are 
now  being  driven  to  the  front,  and  my  commissary.  Colonel  Beckwith,  seems 
fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  whole  matter. 

Our  weakest  point  will  be  from  the  direction  of  Decatur,  and  I  will  be  forced 
to  risk  something  from  that  -quarter,  depending  on  the  fact  that  the  enemy  has 
no  force  available  with  which  to  threaten  our  communications  from  that  direction. 

Colonel  Comstock  will  explain  much  that  I  cannot  commit  to  paper. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

Lieutenant  Genertil  Grant, 
•         Camm*dg  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Culpeper,  Va, 
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[Confidential.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee j  April  24,  1864. 

General:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday,  at  the  hands  of  (reneral 
Corse,  your  letter  of  April  14,  from  Grand  Ecore,  and  was  glad  to  hear  the 
specific  account  of  your  affairs  up  Red  river. 

We  had  become  quite  anxious  from  confused  and  confiicling  accounts  sent  by 
the  busy  correspondents  who  always  exaggerate  things,  good  or  bad. 

I  was  and  am  disappointed,  as  I  do  sadly  need  that  command  of  General  A. 
J.  Smith**  but  I  see  that  you  could  not  spare  it  at  that  moment.  I  hope  you 
pushed  on  at  once,  as  otherwise  the  enemy  must  surely  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  tempting  opportunity  to  fall  on  Steele. 

We  have  no  later  dates  of  any  of  our  Red  river  forces  than  those  brought 
by  General  Corse.  I  had  a  message  from  General  Grant  last  night,  and  we 
must  all  soon  pitch  in,  and,  for  weal  or  woe,  battles  must  ensue  more  bloody 
than  any  which  have  heretofore  characterized  this  war. 

I  hope  you  will  soon  finish  up  that  job,  and  turn  your  attention  to  a  more  im- 
portant work ;  but  you  are  so  far  away  that  I  can  make  no  calculation  upon 
your  forces. 

I  Am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Major  General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Crulf,  Red  River. 


[Confidential.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  24,  1864.    ^ 

Dear  General  :  General  Corse  has  returned.  He  brought  no  letter  from 
you,  but  gave  good  accounts  of  you  and  your  troops.  I  had  hoped,  from  the 
rapid  work  you  did  up  to  Alexandria,  that  the  whole  expedition  would  go  on  in 
like  manner.  I  want  your  command,  but  of  course  you  could  not  leave  under 
the  circumstances  by  which  you  were  surrounded  on  the  14th  of  April.  General 
Corse  says  that  in  the  second  day's  fight  at  Pleasant  Hill  the  enemy  were  beaten 
and  were  retreating.  I  cannot  understand  why  our  army  retraced  its  steps  to 
Grand  Ecore,  when  it  was  so  important  in  time,  in  distance,  more  especially  as 
Steele  was  known  to  be  approaching  from  the  north.  But  all  will  be  explained 
in  time.  I  have  simply  ordered  that  when  you  do  come  out  of  Red  river,  that 
Mower's  division  remain  at  Memphis,  and  yours  come  round  by  Cairo,  and  up 
the  Tennessee  to  Clifton,  and  thence  across  to  Decatur ;  but  as  time  and  circum- 
stances may  change,  I  will  have  orders  meet  you  at  Memphis.  General  Mc- 
pherson now  commands  the  department,  and  all  our  attention  is  engaged  in  the 
awful  responsibilities  that  rest  on  us  here.  General  Grant  has  ordered  that 
Steele  command  on  Red  river,  and  he  must  order  things  according  to  the  result 
of  your  expedition.  I  was  in  hopes  it  would  have  been  made  more  rapidly,  so 
that  those  troops  could  have  taken  part  with  us  in  -the  events  soon  to  transpire. 

You  wilL  as  soon  as  you  can  possibly  be  spared,  come  to  Memphis,  where 
orders  will  meet  you. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Brigadier  General  A.  J.  Smith, 

Commanding  Detachment  on  Bed  River. 
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[Cipher.] 

CuLPEPEB,  April  25 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Will  your  veterans  be  back  to  enable  you  to  start  on  the  second  of  May  ?     I 
do  not  want  to  delay  later. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General, 


L Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

NashvUle,  April  25,  1865. 
General  Thomas,  Chattanooga: 

Greneral  Grant  telegraphs  me  to  be  ready  May  2.     Make  dispositions  ac- 
cordingly.    McPherson  is  least  ready. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Missii?sippi, 

Nashville,  April  25,  1864. 
General  McPherson,  HuntsviJle: 

General  Grant  telegraphs  me  to  be  ready  by  May  2.  We  cannot  wait  for 
the  veterans.  It  may  be  well  for  your  whole  column  to  move  from  Scottsboro*. 
They  could  be  moved  to  that  point  by  rail.  The  two  divisions  expected  up 
ix)m  Cairo  would  cover  that  flank  and  guard  the  roads,  or  join  you  via  Chatta- 
nooga.    Make  every  possible  preparation. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher  telegram.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nasfiville,  April  25,  1864. 
General  Schofibld,  Knoxville  : 

General  Grant  telegraphs  me  to  be  ready  by  May  2.  Make  preparations 
accordingly.  Order  Stoneman  forward  with  all  the  cavalry  that  is  ready  ;  the 
rest  can  follow.    . 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  April  27,  1864. 

Lieutenant  General  Grant,   Culpeper: 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  I  will  have  to  take  the  initiative  with  twenty  thou- 
sand less  men  in  McPherson's  army  than  I  estimated,  I  intend  to  order  all 
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McPherson's  disposable  force,  twenty  thousand,  (20,000,)  and  Garrard's  cavalry, 
five  thousand,  (5,000,)  to  Chattanooga,  to  start  from  a  common  centre.  I  go 
forward  to-morrow. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Hbaduuarters  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 

NashvUle,  Ajnil  27, 1864. 
General:  General  McPberson  is  now  here,  and  on  consultation,  taking  into 
consideration  all  the  facts  known  to  me  of  the  strength  and  position  of  the 
enemy,  we  have  concluded  that  McPherson's  troops  can  reach  their  position  at 
and  near  Lafayette  more  expeditiously  by  Chattanooga  than  by  the  contem- 
plated road  by  Decatur,  Gunter's,  and  Lebanon. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  whole  army  should  be  at  and  in  front  of  Chatta- 
nooga by  May  5th.  You  may  therefore  put  in  motion  your  cavalry  that  is 
mounted  and  equipped,  with  the  wagons  needed  for  efficient  action,  and  the  rest 
as  fast  as  horses  are  received,  leaving,  as  heretofore  arranged,  your  dismounted 
men  at  Columbia  and  along  the  road. 

General  Rousseau  will  send  a  regiment  to  hold  the  road  down  as  far  as 
Pulaski.  Enough  horses  are  now  on  hand  to  increase  your  mounted  force  to 
five  thousand  (5,000.)  With  these  I  want  you  at  Chattanooga  about  the  5th 
of  May ;  and  as  there  is  no  necessity  of  your  moving  with  Dodge,  you  can  select 
your  own  route,  and  move  by  brigades  and  regiments  as  you  please.  On  ar- 
rival at  Chattanooga,  take  position  near  the  extreme  right  of  the  whole  army. 
General  McPherson  will  see  you  to-morrow.  These  orders  may  seem  to  you 
a  little  sudden,  but  are  made  necessary  by  orders  from  General  Grant. 
I  am,  &c.,  ^ 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General.  ^ 
Brigadier  General  Garrard, 

Commanding  2d  Division  Cavalry^  right  wing. 


CuLPEPER,  Va.,  April  28,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Get  your  forces  up  saas  to  move  by  the  fifth  (5th)  of  May. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 


rCiphcr  tele^ipram.  1 

Headquarters  Military  Divlsion  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chattanooga,  J'ennessee,  April  29,  1864. 
General  Grant  Ctilpeper,  Va.: 

I  am  here.  Thomas  is  already  in  position.  Schofield  will  be  by  May  2d ; 
and  McPherson  is  marching  for  Lafayette  via  of  this  place.  All  my  effective 
cavalry  is  heading  for  Dadton,  and  I  will  be  all  ready  by  May  5th.  I  will 
write  you  fully  to-night. 

W.  T  SHERMAN. 


BEPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN.  45 


[Cipher  teleffram  ] 

Hkadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

^         In  th^Jidd,  Chattanooga,  April  29,  1864. 
General  McPhbrson,  Hunt^vilie,  Ala.: 

Put  everybody  in  motion  at  once  for  Chattanooga  by  roads  north  of  the 
Tennessee,  according  to  the  figures  we  agreed  on,  viz :  ten  thousand  of  the 
15th  corps  and  ten  thousand  of  the  16th  corps  and  Garrard's  cavalry.  I  have 
a  despatch  from  General  Grant  wanting  me  to  be  all  ready  by  May  5tlL  You 
know  how  I  like  to  be  on  time.  A  steamboat  has  gone  to  Larkins'  for  the  bridgei. 
Make  your  orders  for  the  two  divisions  at  Cairo  and  Clifton  as  full  as  possible, 
and  when  all  things  are  working  well,  come  up. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  April  29,  1S64. 
Genera]  Schopiklo,  Knoxville,  Tenn.: 

General  Grant  gives  me  to  the  6th  to  be  ready.  I  will  expect  your  quota 
at  or  near  Charleston  by  May  2d,  where  I  will  come  to  see  you  or  get  you 
to  come  here  in  person.  Keep  your  movements  from  the  press  as  much  as 
possible.  Let  the  enemy  find  out  our  movements  through  their  own  spies,  not 
ours.     Thomas  is  all  right  and  McPherson  is  coming. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cofnmandin^, 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  Apnl  29,  1864. 

General  McPherson,  HunUvUle,  Ala.: 

General  Grant  wants  me  to  be  all  ready  by  the  oth  of  May.  To  accomplish 
this  the  15th  corps  could  March  hei-e  by  that  date,  but  we  would  have  to  push 
up  Dodge's  command  in  cars,  leaving  the  wagons  to  follow  and  overtake  them 
at  some  point  to  be  hereafter  fixed.  Therefore  order  Dodge's  march  by  roads 
that  ynW  carry  them  near  the  railroad.  The  cavalry  must  of  course  come  all 
the  way  by  the  common  road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher  teleg^ram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  April  29,  1864. 
General  McPherson,  Huntsville,  Ala.: 

I  approve  your  suggestion  as  to  the  evacuation  of  Decatur,  but  it  should  only 
be  as  an  alternative  at  the  last  moment.     If  it  be  possible  to  get  any  of  the 
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Clifton  force  I  would  prefer  to  hold  Decatur,  as  it  is  a  constant  threat  to  "  north 
Alabama." 

It  is  desirable  to  keep  the  rebel  cavalry  there  as  long  as  possible,  and  I  would 
risk  something.     It  is  there  merely  to  watch  you. 

»  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

•  Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Chattanooga^  April  30,  1864. 

General  Grant,  Culpeper: 

I  have  news  from  Atlanta  24th,  and  Dalton  27th.  Some  of  Polk's  troops  have 
arrived.  By  the  fifth  all  of  Thomas's  and  Schofield's  troops  will  be  within  one 
march  of  Dalton,  and  I  doubt  not  3IcPherson  will  be  on  time.  All  things 
working  as  smoothly  as  I  could  expect. 

Rosccrans  holds  some  of  the  Memphis  dismounted  cavalry  to  guard  against 
some  secret  plot  in  St.  Louis.  I  think  the  city  police  and  militia  could  attend 
to  all  such  machinations  and  leave  ns  all  our  troops  at  this  critical  time. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field  f  Chattanooga^  May  1,  1864. 
General  Schofield,  Charleston,  Tennessee : 

Make  all  the  preparations  for  your  command  to  move  to  Cleveland  and  Red 
Clay.  Run  down  to  see  me  for  a  few  hours,  and  we  will  go  over  all  the  maps 
and  papers.  Send  orders  fi»r  Stoneman  and  all  your  detachments  to  follow  you, 
and  get  all  your  fighting  force  close  in  hand  to  move  via  Cleveland,  Red  Clay, 
&c« 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

HEADaUARTKRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  May  1,  1864. 
Hon.  Jas.  GltHRiE, 

President  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad,  Louisville,  Kentucky  : 

I  am  aware  of  the  diminution  of  your  stock,  and  only  ask  that  you  do  all 
that  is  possible :  the  next  ten  (10)  days  will  be  the  test  We  have  enough  stores 
at  Nashville.  We  prefer  veterans  to  new  troops.  Allen  might  send  some  of 
the  latter  around  by  boats  up  the  Cumberland. 

I  ask  that  you  do  the  best  possible  with  your  facilities  to  forward  veterans, 
whose  absence  breaks  up  regiments  and  brigades.  I  think  the  emergency  would 
warrant  the  stoppage  of  all  civil  business  for  ten  (10)  days.  Every  car  and 
every  locomotive  south  of  Nashville  is  busy.  I  think  you  should  keep  your 
repair  shops  busy  night  and  day.  The  business  of  your  road  will  double  and 
quadruple  as  the  Cumberland  falls,  and  your  road  can  well  profit  by  the  fact 
by  enlarging  its 'capacity* 
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McCallum  is  doing  all  that  13  possible  to  increase  the  stock,  but  the  numerous 
Bmadhes-up  of  trains  consume  cars  and  locomotives  faster  than  be  can  get  new 
0DP8.  • 

A  long  pull  and  a  strong  pull  may  carry  us  over  this  tide ;  after  which  I 
hope  all  will  be  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher  telegpram.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Chattanooga^  May  I,  1864. 
General  Grant,  Culpeper^  Virginia  : 

Schofield  is  now  at  Charleston,  and  will  move  to  Cleveland.  Thomas  will 
concentrate  at  Ringgold,  and  McPherson's  troops  are  all  in  motion  towards 
Chattanooga,  and  by  Maydth  I  will  group  them  at  Rossville  and  Gordon's  Mills. 
The  (irdt  move  will  be :  Thomas,  Tunnel  Hill ;  Schofield,  Catoosa  Springs,  and 
McPerson,  Villanow.     Next  move  will  be  battle. 

I  have  Atlanta  dates  29th  of  April.  Enemy  has  a  general  idea  of  our  plans, 
and  are  massing  about  Richmond  and  Dalton.  Nothing  new  in  the  papers,  ex- 
cept that  General  Polk  reports,  under  date  Deraopolis,  23d  April,  that  Wirt 
Adams  had  captured  and  burned  a  gunboat  at  Yazoo  City,  taking  on  shore  eight 
24-ponnder  guns.     Weather  fine ;   roads  very  good. 

1  leave  John  E.  Smith's  division  at  Huntsville  and  Decatur  till  Blair  gets 
there  with  the  17th  corps,  when  I  will  bring  forward  more  men,  according  to  the 
issues  of  our  first  battle.  A  good  deal  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  is  hanging  about 
north  Alabama,  and  McPherson  is  uneasy  about  Decatur;  but  we  must  risk 
something.  I  have  removed  the  bridge  at  Larkin*s,  and  will  try  and  get  one  of 
the  new  gunboats  to  patrol  the  river  from  Bridgeport  down. 

Thomas  is  here,  but  we  will  all  go  out  on  the  5th.  I  will  expect  further  no- 
tice from  you,  but  will  agree  to  draw  the  enemy's  fire  within  twenty-four  hours 
of  May  5th. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Hbaduuarters  Military  Division  ok  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  May  2,  1864. 
General  McPhebson,  Huntsville,  Alabama: 

Colonel  McCallum  is  now  here.  1  have  arranged  for  him  to  bring  forward 
Sweeny's  comm  ind  of  five  thousand  (5,000)  men  from  Larkiiisville,  at  eight  (8) 
a.  m.,  on  Wednesday,  4th  instant,  and  Veatch's  command  of  five  thousand  ^5,000) 
from  Woodvillc  at  the  same  hour.  Let  them  be  there  accordingly.  Bring  by 
cars  one  (1)  battery  per  division  and  one  wagon  per  regiment,  if  possible;  also, 
horses  for  field  officers ;  five  (5)  days*  rations.     All  else  to  follow  by  the  road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Lommandlng, 


CuLPEPER,  May  2,  18G4— 3  p.  m. 
Major  General  ShermaX,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee: 

Move  at  the  time  indicated  in  my  inbtructious;  all  will  strike  together. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  LicHt.  General. 
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[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headqu^rtbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  fields  Chattanooga,  May  2,  1864. 

General  Grant.  Culpeper,  Virginia  : 

Despatch  of  to-day  received;  all  right;  we  will  be  on  time. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  CJuittanooga,  May  4,  1864 — 8.45  a.  m. 
General  Grant,  Culpeper,  Virginia  : 

Thomas  has  just  started  for  Ringgold  ;  all  his  command  will  be  there  to-night. 
Schofield  is  at  Cleveland,  moving  down  to  Red  Clay,  and  closing  on  Thomas's 
left.  McPherson  is  here,  and  bj  night  three  divisions  will  be  at  Rossville; 
the  other  two  will  be  there  to-morrow,  and  all  move  to  Thomas's  right. 

Thomas  will  have  forty-five  thousand  (45,000 ;)  Schofield  thirteen  thousand 
(13,000;)  McPherson  twenty  thousand  (20,000.) 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Cleveland,  May  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  go  to  Red  Chiy  this  afternoon.  Will  have  my  troops  all  there  to-morrow, 
except  those  from  Kentucky,  and  will  be  ready  to  move  on  the  morning  of  May 
6,  1864. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 


[  Cipher  telegram.  ] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  May  4,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Ringgold,  Georgia : 

Dodge's  two  divisions  are  coming  in  by  the  cars.  Logan's  three  divisions  are 
closed  up  on  Geary,  who  is  crossing  the  mountain  at  Whitesides,  the  Coal 
Mines,  Trenton,  and  Dug  Gap,  to  Lafayette,  there  to  join  McPherson. 

We  are  one  day  behind  time,  but  I  will  get  McPherson  to  Gordon's  Mills 
before  we  make  any  real  demonstration.  In  the  mean  time  get  your  troops  well 
into  position. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Ringgold,  May  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman:. 

Your  two  despatches  of  this  evening  are  received.     My  troops  are  all  in  posi- 
tion now,  with  the  exception  of  Geary's  division,  and  that  will  be  up  to-morrow. 

GEO.  U.  THOMAS,  Major  General. 
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[Telegpram.] 

Hkadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldt  Chattanooga^  May  5,  1864. 

A.Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C: 

We  have  worked  hard  with  the  hest  talent  of  the  country,  and  it  is  demon- 
ptrated  that  the  railroad  cannot  supply  the  army  and  the  people  too.  One  or 
the  other  must  quit,  and  the  army  don't  intend  to,  unless  Joe  Johnston  makes  us. 
The  issues  to  citizens  have  been  enormous,  and  the  same  weight  of  corn  or  oats 
would  have  saved  thousands  of  the  mules,  whose  carcasses  now  corduroy  the 
roads,  and  which  we  need  so  much. 

We  have  paid  back  to  Tennessee  ten  for  one  of  provisions  taken  in  war.  I 
will  not  change  my  orders,  and  I  beg  of  you  to  be  satisfied  that  the  clamor  is 
partly  humbug,  and  lor  effect ;  and  to  test  it,  I  advise  you  to  tell  the  bearers  of 
the  appeal,  to  hurry  to  Kentucky^  and  make  up  a  caravan  of  cattle  and  wagons 
and  come  over  the  mountains  by  Cumberland  Oap  and  Somerset,  to  relieve  their 
suffering  friends,  on  foot,  as  they  used  to  do  before  a  railroad  was  built.  Tell 
them  they  have  no  time  to  lose.  We  can  relieve  all  actual  suffering  by  each 
company  or  regiment  giving  of  their  savings.  Every  man  who  is  willing  to  fight 
and  work  gets  a  full  ration,  and  all  who  won't  fight  or  work  should  go  away, 
and  we  offer  them  free  passage  in  the  cars. 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattanooga,  May  5,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Ringgold,  Georgia : 

I  will  be  out  to-day ;  Schofield  is  at  Red  Clay ;  McPherson's  head  of  column 
will  be  at  Gordon's  Mills  to-night ;  everything  is  moving  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ringgold,  Ga.,  May  5,  1864 — 7J  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Telegraph  to  Greneral  Grant  that  I  am  here,  and  we  have  advanced  our  lines 
three  (3)  miles  to-day.  McPherson  is  one  day  behind.  I  will  attack  Tunnel 
Hill  on  Saturday,  and  in  the  mean  time  will  occupy  Johnston's  whole  attention. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher  despatch.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ringgold,  Ga.,  May  5,  1864— 7J  p.  m. 

General  McPherson,  CJuittanooga,  Tenn. : 

Am  here.  Thomas  has  advanced  his  line  three  (3)  miles.  I  want  you  all 
np  at  Gordon's  Mills  by  to-morrow  night.  Don't  leave  Chattanooga  till  I  give 
you  full  orders. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
4* 
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Chattanooga,  May  5,  1864. 
Major  General  Shbrman,  Ringgold,  Ga.: 

Despatch  received.  Dodge's  commaud,  I  presume,  is  well  down  towards 
Gordon's  Mills  to-night.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  yet.  Harrow's  division  is 
encamped  near  Rossville.  Morgan  L.  Smith  is  in  Lookout  valley,  and  Ostcrhaus 
just  behind  him. 

J.  B.  Mcpherson, 

Major  General. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ringgold.  Ga.,  May  />,  1864. 
Sir:  The  position  of  our  troops  to-morrow  night,  the  6th  instant,  will  be: 
Schofield  at  Red  Clay,  you  at  Ringgold,  and  McPherson  at  Gordon's  Mills. 

The  plan  of  action  will  be  :  You  move  in  force  on  Tunnel  Hill ;  secure  it  and 
threaten  Dalton  in  front,  but  do  not  attack  its  defences  until  further  orders,  un- 
less the  enemy  assume  the  offensive  against  either  of  our  wings,  when  all  must 
attack  directly  in  front  towards  the  enemy's  main  army,  and  not  without  orders 
detach  to  the  relief  of  the  threatened  wing.  At  the  time  you  move  again.<:t  Tun- 
nel Hill,  McPherson  will  move  to  Ship's  Gap  and  Villanow,  and  secure  posses- 
sion of  Snake  Creek  Gap,  from  which  he  will  operate  vigorously  against  the 
enemy's  flank,  or  line  of  communications  between  Tilton  Station  and  Resaca. 
I  want  you  with  cavalry  or  infantry  to  feel  well  up  Dog  Wood  valley,  and  com- 
municate with  McPherson  at  Villanow. 

Trains  likely  to  embarrass  our  movements  should  not  be  taken  east  of  Tay- 
lor's ridge  till  we  have  observed  the  effect  of  these  first  movements. 

I  expect  to  be  all  ready  to  move  on  Saturday,  and  wish  you  to  make  all  pre- 
parations accordingly. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Comd*g  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Present. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ringgold,  Ga.,  May  5,  1864. 

General:  The  enemy  still  lies  about  Dalton,  seemingly  on  the  defensive, 
his  preparations  being  mostly  against  our  approach  from  the  north  and  west. 
I  wish  to  give  him  little  time  for  preparations  and  to  assume  the  offensive  on 
Saturday. 

Thomas  will  move  straight  on  Tunnel  Hill ;  McPherson  will  move  from  Gor- 
don's mills,  via  Rocky  Spring,  to  Ship's  Gap  and  Villanow;  thence  he  will  oc- 
cupy Snake  Creek  Gap,  and  from  that  point  operate  on  the  enemy's  flank  if  in 
motion,  or  against  the  railroad  at  some  point  between  Tilton  and  Resaca. 

I  want  you  to  keep  up  communication  with  Howard,  and  as  he  moves  toward 
Tunnel  Hill  you  move  on  Vamell's  Station,  inclining  to  your  right  so  as  to 
hold  the  road  between  Vamell's  and  Catoosa  Springs.  If  you  have  reason  to 
apprehend  encountering  a  force  superior  to  your  own,  you  can  cross  the  hills  to 
your  right  and  make  for  Catoosa.  As  you  perceive  1  do  not  propose  to  attack 
Dalton  from  the  north,  but  the  west  and  south,  therefore  the  movements  should 
continue  to  Varnell's  except  with  almost  a  certainty  of  the  case  I  make  of  a 
superior  force  there. 

Keep  your  columns  as  light  as  possible,  your  wagons  over  towards  Parker's 
Gap,  till  the  issue  of  the  first  battle  is  determined. 
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As  poon  as  Tunnel  Hill  is  secured  to  us,  I  shall  pause  to  give  McPherson 
time  for  his  longer  march,  but  we  must  occupy  the  attention  of  all  the  enemy 
lest  he  turn  his  whole  force  on  McPherson,  which  must  be  prevented.  There- 
fore on  the  sound  of  heavy  battle  always  close  np  on  Howard  and  act  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  We  will  not  be  able  to  detach  to  McPherson's  assistance, 
bat  can  press  the  enemy  so  close  from  this  direction  that  he  cannot  detach  but 
a  part  of  his  command  against  him. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  Johnston  has  sent  most  of  hiscavalry  to  north  Ala- 
bama ;  but  still  you  should  guard  against  a  cavalry  sweep  on  that  flank,  which 
can  best  be  done  by  keeping  your  columns  compact. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  Greneral  Schopibld, 

Commanding  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Red  Clay,  Georgia, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  th^  field,  Ringgold,  Georgia,  May  o,  1864. 

Sir:  The  enemy  still  lies  about  Dal  ton,  and  from  all  appearances  is  on  the 
defensive,  guarding  approaches  mostly  from  the  north  and  west.  He  occupies 
io  pome  force  the  range  of  hills  known  as  the  Tunnel  Hill. 

By  to-morrow  night  our  forces  will  be  about  as  follows :  Schofield  at  Red 
Clay ;  Thomas  at  Ringgold,  his  left  at  Catoosa  Springs,  centre  at  Ringgold,  and 
right  (Hooker)  near  Wood's  Station,  and  you  at  Gordon's  Mills. 

If  you  are  all  ready,  I  propose  on  Saturday  morning  to  move  against  the 
enemy — Thomas  directly  on  Tunnel  Hijl ;  Schofield  at  VarnelPs,  and  the 
gap  between  it  and  Catoosa  Springs,  feeling  towards  Thomas.  Hooker  will 
move  through  Nickajack  Gap  on  Trickum  and  threaten  the  road  which  runs 
from  Buzzard  Roost  to  Snake  Creek  Grap.  As  these  are  in  progress,  I  want 
jou  to  move  via  Rock  Spring  and  Tavern  road  to  the  head  of  Middle  Chicka- 
mauga,  then  to  Villanow,  then  to  Snake  Creek  Gap,  secure  it,  and  from  it  make 
a  bold  attack  on  the  enemy's  flank,  or  his  railroad,  at  any  point  between  Tilton 
and  Resaca. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  Garrard's  cavalry  will  be  at  Villanow  as  soon  as  you,  for 
you  know  I  have  sent  General  Corse  to  meet  him  at  Shell  Mound  and  conduct 
him  across  the  mountain  to  Lafayette  and  to  you.  But  in  any  event  his  move- 
ment will  cover  your  right  rear,  and  enable  you  to  leave  all  encumbrances 
titber  at  Ship's  Gap  or  at  Villanow,  as  you  deem  best.  I  hope  the  enemy  will 
fight  at  Dal  ton,  in  which  case  he  can  have  no  force  there  that  can  interfere  with 
you;  but  should  his  policy  be  to  fall  back  along  his  railroad,  you  will  hit  him  in 
^k.  Do  not  fail  in  that  event  to  make  the  most  of  the  opportunity  by  the 
moft  vigorous  attack  possible,  as  it  may  save  us  what  we  have  most  reason  to 
apprehend,  a  slow  pursuit,  in  which  he  gains  strength  as  we  lose  it.  In  either 
erent  yon  may  be  sure  the  forces  north  of  you  will  prevent  his  turning  on  you 
alone.  In  the  event  of  hearing  the  sounds  of  heavy  battle  about  Dalton,  the 
greater  necessity  for  your  rapid  movement  on  the  railroad.  If  broken  to  an  ex- 
tent that  would  take  them  some  davs  to  repair,  you  can  withdraw  to  Snake 
Creek  Gap  and  come  to  us,  or  await  the  development  according  to  your  judg- 
ment, or  the  information  you  may  receive. 

I  want  to  put  this  plan  in  operation,  beginning  with  Saturday  morning  if 
possible. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  J.  B.  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennestee, 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldy  Ringgold,  Georgia,  May  6,  1864 — 8J  a.  m. 
Meet  one  of  my  staff  officers  at  Gordon's  ^lills  this  evening  at  simdown.     I 
will  send  written  orders  and  want  a  written  reply. 

Get  your  troops  to  Gordon's  to  night  and  be  ready  to  move  via  Boeky  Spring 
and  the  Tavern  road  to-morrow.  I  am  not  afraid  of  your  not  having  wagon» 
enough — I  fear  too  many. 

I  have  just  heard  that  Steele's  trains  in  Arkansas  have  been  captnrecl,  and  now 
I  hope  he  will  go  ahead. 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  McPherson, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  Ringgold,  Georgia,  May  6,  1864 

General  McPherson,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

General  :  I  have  been  to  Catoosa  Springs  and  have  seen  all  of  Thomas's 
command.  It  will  move  on  Tunnel  Hill  to-morrow.  Greneral  Schofield  will 
move  down  to  near  Vamell's. 

I  want  you  to-morrow  night  about  the  head  of  Middle  Chickamauga,  near  the 
word  **  Gordon,"  on  the  Tavern  road,  about  the  intersection  of  the  Grordon  Spring 
Gap  road  with  the  main  road  lying  along  the  west  base  of  Taylor's  ridge. 
Next  day  at  Villanow  and  Snake  Creek  Gap.  Hooker  to-morrow  will  h% 
through  Nickajack  Gap,  about  Trickum,  and  will  control  the  road  from  Buzzard 
Boost  lo  Villanow.  Thomas  will  have  Tunnel  Hill.  I  have  dates  from  Dal- 
ton  of  the  4th.  Johnston  is  there  expecting  our  attack  from  the  north.  Let 
me  hear  from  you  as  often  as  possible. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Jield,  Ringgold,  Georgia^  May  6,  1864. 
General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  has 
sent  Major  McCoy,  A.  D.  C,  to  General  Schofield,  with  instructions  similar  in 
general  design  as  those  given  you  under  date  of  last  night,  and  also  has  sent  Gap- 
tain  Audenreid  to  General  Mcpherson  at  Gordon's  Mills  with  like  general  instruc- 
tions, and  that  he  wants  you  to  move  with  your  force  against  the  enemy  upon 
Tunnel  Hill  at  sunrise  on  the  7th,  (to-morrow.) 
He  will  accompany  you  during  the  operations. 
BespecuuUy,  yours, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  A.  D.  C. 
Migor  General  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Ringgold,  Georgia. 
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Hbadquartbbs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

^1  the  field,  Ringgold,  Georgia,  May  6,  1864 — 9|  p.  m. 
General  :  The  general-in-chief  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  received  ftiU 
and  satisfactory  replies  from  General  McPherson  and  General  Schofield,  in  an- 
swer to  his  letters  of  instruction  given  this  day  and  last  night,  and  given  sub- 
gUntiallv  to  you  verbally  and  otherwise  to-day.  Both  are  in  the  position^ 
indicated  for  them  and  are  fnlly  ready  to  take  the  positions  assigned  for  them 
to-morrow,  viz :  General  McPherson  near  Ship's  Gap,  and  General  Schofield 
between  Catoosa  Springs  and  Vamell's. 

I  am,  general,  with  much  respect,  yours  truly, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  A.  D,  C. 
Major  (Jeneral  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Ringgold,  Creorgia. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield.  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  7,  1864—114  a.  m. 
Major  General  Schofield,  Near  Catoosa  Springs : 

We  are  in  possession  of  Tunnel  Hill  with  little  or  no  resistance.  I  do  not 
propose  any  more  to-day,  as  we  must  give  time  to  McPherson.  Hooker  should 
be  at  Tricknm.  Let  your  men  bathe  and  rest.  If  your  cavalry  can  hold 
Vamell's  it  ia  well,  but  don't  risk  much  on  that  flank.  The  tunnel  is  not  in- 
jured. I  will  send  you  orders  for  to-morrow  later  in  the  day.  Study  well  the 
Ity  of  the  country  and  roads ;  especially  see  if  Rocky  Face  ridge  can  be  reached 
from  jour  position. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbaduuartbrs  Military  Division  of  THfe  Mississippi, 

In  thejidd.  Tunnel  Hill,  May  7,  1864—2  p.  m. 

Oeneral  Schofibld,  Near  Catoosa  Springs: 

Thomaa  took  Tunnel  Hill  with  scarcely  any  opposition.  I  have  been  all  over  it. 
It  is  a  string  ridge,  not  as  high  as  Taylor's,  and  looks  right  towards  the  break 
of  Rocky  Face  ridge,  through  which  pass  the  rail  and  common  roads  In  this 
gorge  is  the  Buzzard  Roost,  which  is  the  place  where  Johnston  expects  to  fight  us. 
To-oight  McPherson  will  be  at  Ship's  Gap,  and  next  day  should  strike  or  threaten 
the  railroad.  To-morrow  I  want  to  occupy  all  of  Johnston's  attention.  Thomas 
win  threaten  in  front.  I  want  you  to  hold  well  the  gap  towards  Vamell's,  and 
Rconnoitre  up  the  point  of  Rocky  Face,  near  Lee's,  on  the  ridge  towards  Buzzard 
KoosL 

If  possible,  get  some  point  where  you  can  see  Dal  ton,  and  I  want  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  Johnston's  turning  on  McPherson.  Hooker  is  about 
Trickum.  Reconnoitre  the  ridge  to-bight,  and  make  a  lodgement  to-morrow 
morning,  but  don't  be  drawn  into  a  battle. 

Yours,  &c.,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding, 
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Memorandum  of  movemenUfor  May  8,  1864. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Tunnel  Bill,  Georgia,  May  7,  1864. 

General  Thomas  to  threaten  the  Buzzard  Roost  Pass ;  to  occupy  in  force  the 

funnel  Hill  ridge,  the  roads  leading  from  Buzzard  Roost  towards  Trickum  and 

Catoosa,  also  to  keep  up  communication  with  Yillanow ;  the  threats  on  Buzzard 

Roo^t  not  to  lead  to  a  battle  unless  the  enemy  comes  out  of  his  works  ;  to  get,  if 

possible,  a  small  force  on  Rocky  Face  ridge. 

General  Schofield  to  occupy  the  gap  at  Lee's  and  Vamell*s,  and  to  feel  firom 
Lee's  along  down  Rocky  Face  to  the  enemy's  signal  station,  if  possible. 

General  McPherson  to  move  through  Villanow  and  to  occupy  Snake  Creek 
Gap  to  its  strongest  point,  and  to  get  up  Garrard's  cavalr^,  if  possible,  for  the 
next  day's  work. 

If  the  enemy  leave  Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  General  Thomas  will  follow  direct, 
and  Gei>eral  Schofield  through  Lee's  Gap  towards  Dalton,  on  the  east  side  of 
Rocky  Face  ridge,  viz.,  by  Crow's  Valley. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  th^  field.  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  8,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  J),  C: 

Despatch  of  to-  day  received.  Am  delighted  at  the  arrangement,  and  it  shall 
receive  my  most  hearty  concurrence.  I  will  telegraph  very  full  to  General  Canby 
to-day  at  Cairo. 

I  have  been  all  day  reconnoitring  the  mountain  range,  through  whose  gap 
the  railroad  and  common  road  pass.  By  to-night  McPherson  will  be  in  Snake 
Creek  Gap  threatening  Resaca,  and  to-morrow  all  will  move  to  the  attack. 
Army  in  good  spirits  and  condition.     I  hope  Johnston  will  fight  here,  instead  of 


drawing  me  far  down  into  Georgia. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  8,  1864. 
Major  General  Canby, 

Commanding  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  Cairo,  Illinois  : 
I  am  rejoiced  that  you  are  to  command  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  will 
heartily  concur  in  anything  that  you  may  undertake. 

A.  J.  Smith  has  his  own  division  and  the  fragments  of  two  others.  I  am  wil- 
ling you  should  have  Smith  peimanently,  but  the  other  fragments  should  be 
sent  to  McPherson  as  soon  as  you  can  spajre  them.  The  garrisons  of  Columbus, 
Kentucky,  Memphis,  Tennessee,  Vicksburg  and  Natchez,  Mississippi,  will  be 
instructed,  through  General  McPherson,  commander  of  that  department,  to  co-ope- 
rate in  anything  you  may  undertake. 

I  can  give  you  but  little  information,  as  Steele's  reports  are  very  meagre,  and 
Banks  does  not  report  to  me.    Arkansas  is  the  field  of  danger,  and  you  skould 
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hasten  there  to  see  Greneral  Steele.  His  wagons  having  been  captured  by  the  enemy, 
he  will  need  more  ;  but  unless  you  have  the  control  of  the  resources  of  Mis- 
souri and  Kansas,  you  may  not  be  able  to  cover  them  against  raids.  The  firm 
possession  i>f  Alexandria  and  Little  Rock  would  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
eaemy  to  Missouri,  but  each  point  should  be  strong  enough  to  act  offensively. 
1  would  have  no  hesitation  in  seizing  any  horses  and  mules  in  the  country  and 
subsisting  on  the  country,  unless  the  people  prevent  raids  and  small  guerilla 
operations.  We  must,  of  course,  provide  against  organized  armies,  but  can  hold 
the  country  peoples  responsible  for  the  acts  of  guerillas.  Such  towns  as  Monroe, 
Alexandria,  ana  Natchitoches  should  be  held  responsible  for  attacks  on  boats  ; 
for  if  they  fire  on  boats  with  women  and  children  in,  we  can  fire  and  burn  houses 
with  women  and  children. 

At  Memphis  and  Helena  you  will  get  all  the  information  possible  of  the  state 
of  afiairs  since  I  left. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  Sp,  m„  May  9,  1864. 
General  ^khLB,CK,Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C: 

We  have  been  fighting  all  day  against  precipices  and  mountain  gaps  to  keep 
Johnston's  army  busy,  whilst  McPherson  could  march  to  Resaca  to  destroy  the 
railroad  behind  him.  I  heard  from  McPherson  up  to  two  (2)  p.  m.,  when  he  was 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  railroad.  After  breaking  the  road  good,  his 
orders  are  to  retire  to  the  mouth  of  Snake  Creek  Gap,  and  be  ready  to  work  on 
Johnston's  flank  in  case  he  retreats  south.  I  will  pitch  in  again  early  in  the 
morning.  Fighting  has  been  mostly  skirmishing,  and  casualties  small.  Mc- 
Pherson has  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  twenty-three  thousand  (23,000,)  and 
only  encountered  cavaliT*  so  that  Johnston  did  not  measure  his  strength  at  all. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher  telegram.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield.  Tunnel  Hill,  Ga.,  May  10,  1864—7  a.  m. 
IhjoT  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  G: 

I  am  starting  for  the  extreme  front  in  Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  and  make  this 
despatch  that  you  may  understand  Johnston  acts  purely  on  the  defensive.     I 
am  attacking  him  on  his  strongest  fronts,  viz.,  west  and  north,  till  McPherson 
breaks  his  line  at  Resaca,  when  I  will  swing  round  through  Snake  Greek  Gap 
and  interpose  between  him  and  Georgia.     I  am  not  driving  things  too  fast,  be- 
cause I  want  two  columns  of  cavalry  that  are  rapidly  coming  up  to  me  from  the 
rear — Stoneman  on  my  left  and  Garrard  on  my  rig:ht ;  both  due  to-day.     Yes- 
terday I  pressed  hard  to  prevent  Johnston  detaching  against  McPherson,  but 
to-day  I  will  be  more  easv,  as  I  believe  McPherson  has  destroyed  Resaca,  when 
be  is  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  mouth  of  Snake  Creek  Gap  and  act  against 
Johnston's  flank  when  he  does  start.     All  are  in  good  condition. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
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Hbadquartbrs  Military  DivrsioN  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thtjidd.  Tunnel  HiU,  May  10.  1864. 

General  :  I  think  you  are  satisfied  that  jour  troops  cannot  take  Rocky 
Face  Ridge,  and  also  the  attempt  to  put  onr  columns  into  tbe  jaws  of  Buzzaxxl 
Roost  would  be  fatal  to  us. 

Two  plans  of  action  suggest  themselves  : 

1st.  By  night  to  replace  Schofield's  present  command  by  Stoneman's  cavalry, 
which  should  be  near  at  hand,  and  to  rapidly  move  your  entire  army,  the  men 
along  the  base  of  John's  Mountain  by  the  Mill  Creek  road  to  Snake  Greek 
Gap,  and  join  McPherson,  while  the  wagons  are  moved  to  Villanow.  When 
we  are  joined  to  McPherson,  to  move  from  Sugar  Valley  on  Resaca,  interpos- 
ing ourselves  between  that  place  and  Dalton.  Could  your  army  and  MePher- 
son's  surely  whip  Joe  Johnston  ? 

2d.  I  cast  loose  from  the  railroad  altogether  and  move  the  whole  army  on  the 
same  objective  point,  leaving  Johnston  to  choose  his  course. 

Give  orders  for  all  your  troops  to  be  ready  with  three  days'  provisions,  and 
to  be  prepared  to  march  to-night.  I  expect  to  hear  from  McPherson  and  Scho- 
field  as  to  their  situation,  also  as  to  the  near  approach  of  Stoneman.  He  was 
at  Charleston  yesterday,  and  is  apprized  of  the  necessity  for  haste.  Do  you 
think  any  danger  to  McPherson  should  make  us  delay  one  day  ? 

Please  give  me  the  benefit  of  your  opinion  on  these  points. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Major  General  Thomas,  Present. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tunnel  HUl,  Ga.,  May  10,  1864. 
General:  Keep  yr ur  entire  command  ready  to  move  to  this  place.  Mc- 
Pherson did  not  break  the  railroad,  although  he  reached  Resaca,  which  he  found 
fortified  and  manned.  I  may  make  one  or  two  moves,  and  either  or  both  very 
sudden,  take  up  my  whole  command  and  move  to  Resaca,  or  leave  you  here 
with  Stoneman's  cavalry  at  the  point  now  occupied  by  you,  to  cover  this  nar- 
row outlet,  and  with  Thomas  to  issue  on  the  east  of  Rocky  Face,  at  Sugar  Val- 
ley, and  interpose  between  Johnston  and  his  base.  The  latter  I  prefer.  If 
possible,  hurry  Stoneman,  and  write  me  your  opinion. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Schofield. 

Rocky  Face,  igc. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Tunnel  HilU  May  10,  18C4. 
General  :  I  propose  to  leave  hereabouts  one  (1)  of  your  corps,  say  Howard's, 
the  cavalry  of  Colonel  McCook,  and  the  cavalry  of  General  Stoneman,  to  keep 
up  the  feint  of  a  direct  attack  on  Dalton  through  Buzzard  Roost,  as  long  as 

gossible,  and  with  all  the  remainder  of  the  three  armies  to  march  to  and  through 
nake  Creek  Gap,  and  to  attack  the  enemy  in  force  from  that  quarter. 
You  may  at  once  commence  the  necessary  preparations,  and  give  orders  that 
the  force  left  here  is  to  be  under  the  command  of  the  senior  officer,  who  will 
strip  his  command  light,  sending  all  spare  wagons  to  Ringgold ;  that  the  cars 
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ran  daily  to  this  point  with  daily  STippIies,  bnt  the  main  stores  to  be  at  Ringr 
gold ;  that  the  cavalry  watch  well  the  passes  north  of  Tunnel  Hill,  and  at  Ray's 
Gap,  and  that  in  case  the  enemy  detect  the  diminution  of  the  force  and  attack, 
it  g;radually  withdraw  in  the  direction  of  Ringgold,  but  defend  that  point  at  all 
co&t8 ;  that  a  locomotive  and  construction  train  be  kept  here  with  orders,  and 
prepared,  if  this  retrograde  movement  be  made  necessary ;  that  the  party  shall 
take  up  at  intervals  rails,  so  as  to  make  a  repair  train  necessary  to  replace 
them  ;  this  that  the  enemy  mav  not  have  the  track  to  facilitate  his  movement 
in  pursuit.  A  few  rails  should  at  one*)  be  removed  at  some  point  east  of  the 
tunnel  that  can  again  be  put  down  when  we  want  it  done. 

The  pass  at  Snake  creek  is  represented  as  very  narrow.  Please  instruct  a 
division  to  be  there  to-morrow,  provided  with  axes  and  spades,  so  to  widen  the 
road  as  to  enable  the  passage  of  wagons ;  also  to  facilitate  the  march  of  troops 
bj  roads  and  paths  outside  the  wagon  track. 

General  Stoneman  will  be  at  VameH's  to-night,  and  by  to-morrow  night  all 
his  command  will  be  in,  so  that  we  will  calculate  all  to  go  to  Snake  Creek  and 
close  up  ou  General  McPherson  during  the  day  after  to-morrow.  As  soon  as 
General  Stoneman  comes,  I  will  cause  him  to  relieve  Colonel  McCook  on  that 
flank,  so  that  you  may  send  him  to  replace  Oenend  Oeary  at  Ray's  road.  Let 
tiie  troops  move  as  much  under  cover  as  possible;  wagons  going  round  by  Vil- 
lanow,  and  the  troops  by  the  Mill  Creek  road.  General  Schofield  will  either 
go  round  by  Villanow  or  follow  General  Newton. 
X  am,  &c.f 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Ocneral  Commanding. 

Major  Greneral  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


Hbadquartbbs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  10,  1864. 

Gbneral.  :  I  shall  attack  Johnston  through  Snake  Creek  Gap.  I  will  take 
joar  three  infantry  divisions  along,  but  for  the  time  will  have  to  leave  General 
Stoneman  to  guard  the  point  now  occupied  by  you,  and  to  keep  up  a  delusion 
u  loDg  as  posBsible.  I  propose  to  leave  General  Howard  here  so  light  and  so 
£uniliar  with  the  ground  that  Johnston  cannot  strike  him.  I  have  made  some 
orders  accordingly,  and  without  attracting  too  much  attention  you  may  pre- 
pare to  move  about  the  day  after  to-morrow  by  Villanow  and  the  gap. 

It  may  he  necessary  to  start  in  the  night  to  avoid  being  seen.  Get  all  your 
iragons  in  the  best  order  possible,  and  send  for  Stoneman  to  come  over  to  see 
me.    I  want  to  give  him  some  personal  instructions. 

I  regret  I  cannot,  under  the  circumstances,  relieve  General  Hovey,  because  I 
know  General  Grant  esteems  him,  and  gave  him  the  promise  of  this  division. 
He  was  peculiarly  noted  in  the  affair  at  Champion  Hills,  and  had  quite  a  name 
as  brigadier. 

I  do  not  propose  to  keep  any  supplies  here,  but  to  send  all  that  are  not  is- 
sued back  to  Ringgold,  and  if  the  enemy  are  drawn  here,  we  will  make  short 
work  of  them  at  Dalton.  I  propose  to  take  McPherson,  twenty-three  thousand 
(23,000;)  General  Thomas,  thirty  thousand,  (30,000,)  and  you  twelve  thou- 
sand, (12,000,)  with  Garrard's  cavalry  at  Villanow;  McCook  between  this  and 
Villanow,  and  General  Stoneman  north  of  the  tunnel.  On  the  contrary,  I  am 
glad  to  have  you  at  all  times  give  me  your  unqualified  opinion  freely  and  fully. 

Call  in  the  regiment  at  Red  Clay,  and  continue  the  force  at  Charleston  to 
keep  on  the  north  ban^and  guard  the  bridge.  General  Thomas  will  instruct 
the  Cleveland  garrison,  and  I  will  have  a  construction  train  run  down  to  Var 
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nell'B  and  take  up  a  train  load  of  iron,  and  ran  it  into  Chattanooga,  so  tbat  the 
enemj  cannot  use  the  road  whilst  we  are  south  of  them. 

Chattanooga  cannot  he  taken  hy  Johnston  with  us  on  his  heels.     I  will  riel 
that. 

I  think  all  the  chances  are  in  favor  of  the  move.     General  McPherson  is  al 
ready  there ;  General  Hooker  has  gone  in  support,  and  the  defences  of  Daltoi 
will  not  avail  Johnston  if  we  interpose  between  him  and  Georgia.     Buzzarc 
Roost  is  as  hard  to  pass  out  as  in. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  ISHERMAN,ifa>r  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

I  wish  you  would  have  Stoneman  come  to  see  me  the  moment  you  can. 
He  can  bring  his  cavalry  near  you  and  send  here  for  com. 

W.  T.  S. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Tunnel  Hill,  May  10,  1864. 

General  :  The  Buzzard  Roost  Gap  is  so  well  defined,  and  naturally  is  sc 
strong,  that  I  will  undertake  to  attack  Johnston  through  Snake  Greek  Gap  in  thi£ 
manner : 

General  Hooker's  corps  is  ordered  already  to  support  you ;  his  troops  will  ar- 
rive to-morrow  and  next  day,  and  will  be  instructed  to  widen  and  improve  the 
road  through  the  gap,  so  that  wagons  may  pass  going  and  coming  and  troope 
may  march  by  paths  alongside.  Ton  had  better  do  this  at  your  end  of  the  ga| 
at  once.  Another  corps  of  General  Thomas's  (Palmer's)  will  follow  and  then  Gfen- 
eral  Schofield's.  We  expect  all  to  be  in  motion  the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  tc 
mask  the  movement  as  much  as  possible.  General  Howard  will  remain  here 
with  his  corps,  and  will  keep  up  the  feint  till  the  last  moment,  and  if  forced 
back  will  be  prepared  to  do  so,  having  sent  back  in  advance  all  his  supplj 
wagons,  and  all  incumbrances.  He  will  have  a  small  division  of  caval^  tc 
watch  the  road  between  this  and  Snake  Creek  Gap,  the  same  where  Genera) 
Geary  now  is,  and  Stoneman  with  two  brigades  of  cavalry  to  his  north  and  east 

This  force  will  cover  us  to  the  north  ;  Garrard's  newly  arrived  cavalry  will 
guard  to  the  south  and  west,  and  we  must  take  care  of  ourselves. 

Once  through  the  gap,  I  would  interpose  between  Johnston  and  Resaca,  and 
may,  if  it  can  be  done  quick,  attack  Resaca  or  Johnston.  In  the  mean  time,  masli 
your  own  force  as  much  as  possible,  but  hold  your  own,  and  look  well  to  se- 
cure the  mountain  range  to  the  east  and  north.  A  single  peak  held  by  a  reg- 
iment becomes  a  key  to  the  whole  range.  I  wish  you  to  calculate  to  have  ten 
days'  supplies,  and  to  send  your  wagons  to  the  rear,  not  to  come  up  till  the  time 
expires,  or  you  order  them. 

I  have  a  note  from  General  Schofield,  who  says  that  one  brigade  of  General 
Stoneman  got  to  Cleveland  to-day,  and  another  will  to-morrow,  so  that  we  maj 
not  be  able  to  put  our  project  in  operation  by  the  day  after  to-morrow,  but  we 
will  get  all  ready.  We  can  give  vou  supplies  here.  If  you  think  it  practicable 
you  may  order  General  Kilpatrick  to  make  a  strike  at  the  railroad.  If  John- 
ston passes  down,  can't  you  hit  him  in  flank,  or  has  he  too  many  roads  1 
Can't  you  get  a  road  or  find  a  way  from  the  mouth  of  the  valley  across  three 
or  four  miles  north  of  Resaca?  Do  you  think  Johnston  has  yet  discovered 
the  nature  of  your  force  ?  Write  me  fully. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,il!fa;w  Gmeral  Commanding. 

Major  General  McPherson,  ♦ 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
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[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  Ihefieldy  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  10,  1864. 
Major  (General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General  McPherson  reached  Resaca  but  found  the  place  strongly  fortified  and 
guarded,  and  did  not  break  the  road.  According  to  his  instructions,  he  drew  back 
to  the  dt^bouche  of  the  gorge,  where  he  has  a  strong  defensive  position  and  guards 
the  onlj  pass  into  the  valley  of  the  Oostanaula  available  to  us.  Buzzard  Roost 
Gap.  through  which  the  railroad  passes,  b  naturally  and  artificially  too  strong 
to  be  attempted.  I  must  feign  on  Buzzard  Roost,  but  pass  through  Snake 
Creek  Gap  and  place  myself  between  Johnston  and  Resaca,  where  we  will 
haveto  fignt  it  out.  I  am  making  the  preliminary  move.  Certain  that  Johnston 
can  make  no  detachments,  I  will  be  in  no  hurry.  My  cavalry  is  just  approach- 
ing from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  detained  by  the  difficulty  of  getting  horses 
and  even  now  it  is  less  than  my  minimum. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General  Commandikg, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  11,  1864. 

General:  *I  received  by  courier,  in  the  night,  yours  of  5  and  6.30  p.  m.  of 
yesterday.     You  will  also  during  the  night  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

You  now  have  your  twenty-three  thousand,  f23,000,)  and  General  Hooker  is 
in  close  support,  so  that  you  can  hold  all  Joe  Johnston's  army  in  check  should  he 
ahandon  Dalton.  He  can't  afford  to  abandon  Dalton,  for  he  has  fixed  it  up  so 
well  for  us,  and  he  observes  we  are  close  at  hand  waiting  for  him  to  quit.  He 
can't  afford  a  detachment  strong  enough  to  fight  you,  as  his  army  will  not  admit 
of  it 

Strengthen  your  position,  fight  anything  that  comes,  and  threaten  the  safety 
of  the  railroad  all  the  time.  But  to  tell  the  truth,  I  would  rather  he  would  stay 
in  Dalton  two  more  days,  when  he  may  find  a  larger  party  than  he  expects  in 
an  open  field.  At  all  events  we  can  then  choose  our  ground,  and  he  will  be 
forced  to  move  out  of  his  works.  I  do  not  intend  to  put  a  column  into  Buzzard 
Rooat  Gap  at  present. 

See  that  you  are  in  easy  communication  with  me  and  all  headquarters. 
After  to-day  the  supplies  will  be  at  Ringgold. 
Yours, 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Majof  General  Commanding, 

Major  General  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Sugar  Valley,  Georgia, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield.  Tunnel  Hill,  Georgia,  May  11, 1864. 
General  :  The  indications  are  that  Johnston  is  evacuating  Dalton.     In  that 
eyent,  Howard's  and  the  cavalry  will  pursue,  and  all  the  rest  will  follow  your 
ronte.     I  will  be  down  early  in  the  morning. 
Try  to  strike  him  if  possible  about  the  forks  of  the  roads. 
Hooker  must  be  with  you  now,  and  you  might  send  General  Garrard  by  So- 
merville  to  threaten  Rome  and  that  flank.     I  will  cause  all  the  lines  to  be  felt 
at  once. 


General  McPherson,  Sugar  Valley. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  thejieldf  near  Resaca,  May  13,  1864 — 2J  p.  m. 
General  Thomas,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland: 

Until  I  hear  that  Joe  Johnston  is  south  of  the  Oostanaula,  I  would  not  cross 
at  Lay's;  we  must  first  interpose  between  Dai  ton  and  Resaca,  threatening  the 
latter  all  the  time.  I  want  Hooker  right  and  McPherson  left  strong  until  we 
encounter  Johnston,  who  has  not  yet  got  below  Resaca  I  think.  If  he  retreat 
east  we  have  the  advantage.  I  want  the  pontoons  up  and  to  secure  the  railroad 
on  Hooker^s  right.  Palmer  should  join  on  to  Hooker  and  Hooker  should  be 
strong. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Milhtarv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield.  Snake  Creek  Gap,  May  13,  1864. 

Major  Greneral  Thomas,  Commanding,  igc. : 

I  want  the  pontoon  bridge  laid  at  the  best  point  near  Lay's  ferry,  near  the 
mouth  of  Lick  or  Snake  Creek.  I  enclose  a  sketch  made  to-day  by  a  seem- 
ingly intelligent  officer. 

As  soon  as  I  know  the  pontoons  have  started  down  the  road,  I  will  send  all 
the  cavalry  here  to  cross  the  bridge  and  will  order  all  of  General  Scbofield's 
army  to  move  as  soon  as  it  is  demonstrated  Johnston  has  actually  retreated. 

In  the  mean  time  turn  the  train  toward  the  mouth  of  Snake  Creek,  and  after 
an  hour's  work  about  daylight  we  can  discover  whether  the  rebel  army  pro- 
poses to  fight  us  or  not  at  or  near  Resaca. 

Contemporaneous  with  laying  the  double  bridge,  I  will  order  Garrard  to  move 
down  to  all  the  passes  towards  Rome  to  disturb  them  in  flank. 

Please  give  the  necessary  directions  that  the  pontoon  be  carried  down  Snake 
Creek  valley  under  a  good  escort,  and  to  be 'held  about  a  mile  back  of  view  till 
it  be  ordered  to  the  bank.    The  sketch  indicates  Tanner's. 

At  daylight  I  want  you  from  the  extreme  left  of  your  army  (General  Pal- 
mer's) to  swing  into  the  railroad  and  General  Hooker  hold  pretty  strong  on  his 
own  ground,  and  the  instant  my  mind  is  clear  that  Johnston  will  not  do  his 
fighting  here,  I  will  turn  General  Schofield  toward  the  pontoon  at  Lay's  or 
Tanner's.     Let  your  engineer  copy  this  sketch  and  return  it. 

Send  orders  round  to  general  Howard  to  pass  down  the  valley,  keeping  his 
main  force  down  by  the  Rome  road  and  the  cavalry  down  by  the  railroad. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  field.  Snake  Creek  Gap,  May  13,  1864. 
General  Stoneman,  Commanding  Cavalry: 

Your  note  of  to-day  was  received ;  very  good  indeed.  Press  down  the  valley 
strong  and  communicate  with  me.  Your  messenger  will  find  me  where  there  is 
most  noise  of  artillery  or  near  Resaca.  You  can  safely  movfe  on  parallel  roads 
by  brigades.  Let  your  packs  follow  on  the  heels  of  the  column.  Pick  up 
whatever  of  provisions  and  plunder  you  can. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Hkadqcartebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Li  the  fields  near  Resaca,  May  13,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
General  :  At  daybreak  send  a  regiment  of  infantry  towards  Dalton,  about 
three  (3)  miles  to  tbe  point  near  Swamp  creek,  wbere  the  Rome  and  Calbonn 
roads  come  together,  and  where  General  Palmer  is  ordered  to  send  a  regiment 
from  this  quarter.  At  the  same  time  let  a  good  staff  officer  with  a  regiment 
make  a  road  across  to  us  from  the  head  of  your  column,  to  the  left  of  our 
present  line  of  battle,  which  you  may  estimate  as  on  this  (the  Calhoun)  road, 
two  miles  north  of  Resaca.  In  case  of  heavy  battle,  and  your  picket  at  the 
Swamp  creek  end  reports  no  heavy  fonce  of  infantry,  come  across  to  support 
General  Thomas.  In  case  you  hear  no  sounds  of  heavy  battle,  get  all  ready 
to  move  with  celerity  down  Snake  Creek  Valley  to  its  mouth,  near  which,  to- 
morrow, I  will  lay  the  double  pontoon  bridge.  I  propose  you  shall  pass  the 
Oostanaula  first  with  your  three  divisions. 

W.  T   SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  Ohio, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Resacat  May  14 — 1864. 

General:  As  I  wrote  you  last  night,  1  intended  to  cross  the  Oostanaula, 
Bomh  by  your  left,  but  Schofield  has  swung  round  so  far  to  the  north  or  left 
that  time  will  be  lost. 

The  pontoons  will  be  in  an  hour  or  so  at  a  point  on  Snake  creek,  near  its 
month,  with  Captain  Merrill,  United  States  engineers,  in  charge.  Send  one 
division  immediately  with  the  necessary  artillery,  to  effect  a  lodgement  on  the 
other  side,  under  direction  of  your  engineer,  and  as  the  day  develops  send  other 
divisions  in  order,  so  as  to  march  out  from  the  Oostanaula,  from  about  Lay's 
ferry  on  Rome,  keeping  the  right.  You  may  begin  the  march  at  once,  and  fol- 
low it  up  as  fast  as  it  is  demonstrated  that  tfohnston  has  retreated  in  fact.  He 
left  nothing  at  Dalton,  and  moves  in  too  much  order  for  a  retreat.  Therefore 
be  duly  cautious,  but  prompt  to  engage.  If  a  part  of  your  command  gets  into 
Resaca,  withdraw  it  to  General  Thomas,  who  will  continue  to  follow  substan- 
tially the  railroad  to  Kingston. 

A  division  of  cavalry  under  General  Corse  has  already  gone  down  along  the 
Oostanaula  to  hold  all  the  crossing  places.  I  will  send  General  Garrard  from 
Villanow,  by  Dirt  town  and  Dry  creek,  to  cross  the  Oostanaula  above  Rome. 
All  this  cavalry  will  be  on  your  right.  Howard  and  Stoneman  were  last  night 
close  on  the  rear  guard,  about  Swampy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Gefieral  Commanding. 

General  McPhbrson, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  feld,  near  Ressaca,  Ga.,  May  14,  1864 — 8 J  a.  m. 
Ge^ibral  :  Tour  despatch  of  this  7  a.  m.  is  received.      Your  position  is  a 
gaod  one  and  you  may  retain  it,  connecting  strong  with  General  Palmer  or 
General  Thomas. 
I  suppose  Gkneral  Howard  will  come  on  to  your  rear  as  support,  in  conse 
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quence  of  our  line  having  swung  around  to  the  right.  I  will  move  south  by  the 
right  flank.  I  have  sent  Captain  Poe  to  explain,  so  you  will  remain  as  now, 
and  General  McPherson  will  secure  a  crossing  at  Lay's  and  operate  on  the 
enemy's  line  of  retreat.    All  well  here. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Schofield, 

Comfnanding  Army  of  Ohio. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Resaca,  May  14,  1864. 

General:  By  the  flank  movement  on  Resaca  we  have  forced  Johnston  to 
evacuate  Dalton,  and  we  are  on  his  flank  and  rear,  but  the  parallelism  of  the 
valleys  and  mountains  does  not  give  us  all  the  advantage  of  an  open  country, 
but  I  will  press  him  all  that  is  possible.  Weather  fine  and  troops  in  fine 
order.     All  is  working  well  and  as  fast  as  possible. 

I  have  announced  in  orders  Mr.  Stanton's  despatch  as  to  the  victory  of 
Spottsylvania.     Let  us  keep  the  ball  rollmg. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  Halleck, 

Washingtony  D,  C. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Resaca,  May  14,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D,  C, 

We  have  had  hard  fighting  all  day.  Johnston  purely  on  the  defensive.  The 
place  has  small  detached  redoubts  and  an  immense  amount  of  rifle  trenches.  We 
have  closed  the  enemy  well  in,  gaining  ground  slowlv,  but  surely,  all  day.  The 
country  is  very  rough  and  woody.  I  will  renew  the  attack  at  all  points  to- 
morrow, and  continue  till  Johnston  retreats,  and  then  shall  follow.  General 
Sweeney's  divit«iou,  16th  corps,  with  a  pontoon  train  tried  to  cross  the  Oosta- 
naula>at  Lay's  ferry,  below  Calhoun,  but  was  stoutly  opposed  by  a  heavy  force 
in  the  dense  timber,  on  the  opposite  bank.  General  Howard's  corps  followed 
the  enemy  down  from  Dalton,  and  his  right  now  joins  to  our  main  line,  and 
my  forces  are  all  united,  the  line  extending  from  the  Oostanaula  above  to  below 
the  town.  General  Stoneman'a  cavalry  division  is  on  the  east  of  the  river, 
and  General  Garrard's  division  of  cavalry  is  sent  round  by  the  right  to  cross  the 
Oostanaula  above  Rome,  if  possible,  and  break  the  railroad  north  of  Kingston. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major   General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Resaca,  May  14,  1864. 
General  :  Your  despatch  of  6^  p.  m.  is  received,  and  the  general-in-chief  is 
well  satisfied.     If  you  can  move  your  force  to-morrow  over  on  to  the  Coosa- 
wattee  into  a  strong  position,  and  send  a  force  sufficient  to  break  the  railroad 
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below  Resaca,  you  will  please  the  general  very  much.  He  says  not  to  risk 
your  command  too  much,  nor  too  much  of  it,  but  break  the  railroad  good,  if  pos- 
sible, and  do  the  enemy  all  the  damage  you  can. 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 
Major  Greneral  Stonbman, 

Commanding  Cavalry, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Resaca,  May  16,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Waihingtan,  D.  C: 

We  have  been  fighting  all  day,  pressing  the  enemy,  and  gaining  substantial 
idrantage  at  all  points.  We  will  strengthen  the  line  of  circumvaTlation  so  as 
to  spare  a  large  force  to  operate  across  the  Oostanaula,  below  Resaca.  Two 
poDtoon  bridges  are  over  at  Lay's  ferry.  The  enemy  attacked  the  brigade 
thrown  across  to  cover  the  bridge,  but  was  handsomely  repulsed,  leaving  forty 
(40)  dead.  I  cannot  estimate  our  dead  and  wounded,  up  to  this  hour,  but  it 
will  not  fall  much  short  of  three  thousand,  (3,000. )  The  cars  now  run  down  to 
within  seven  (7)  miles  of  us,  and  we  have  every  facility  to  provide  for  the 
woanded. 

The  troops  fight  well,  and  everything  works  smoothly.  We  intend  to  fight 
Joe  Johnston  until  he  is  satisfied,  and  I  hope  he  will  not  attempt  to  escape ;  if 
be  does,  my  bridges  are  down,  and  we  will  be  after  him.  The  country  is 
mountainous  and  heavily  wooded,  giving  the  party  on  the  defensive  every  advan* 
tage,  and  oar  losses  result  mostly  from  sharpshooters  and  ambush  firing. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Resaca,  May  16,  1864. 

General  :  Despatch  a  good  division  down  the  old  Rome  road,  which  passes 
<iown  the  west  of  the  Oostanaula,  four  (4)  miles  west  of  this,  to  Farmer's 
bridge,  which  is  eight  (8)  miles  north  of  Rome.  There  will  be  found  General 
Garrard's  train  of  artillery,  which  he  will  leave  there  while  he  operates  against 
the  flank  of  Johnston's  retreating  army. 

Order  the  division  to  leave  its  train  to  follow  its  corps,  and  to  cross  the  Oos- 
tanaok  and  move  towards  Kingston  till  it  rejoins  its  own  corps,  whose  route  of 
march  will  be  on  Kingston.  Take  the  division  from  that  corps — say  Palmer's, 
Baird's,  or  Jeff.  Davis's — which  will,  I  suppose,  be  your  right  flank  as  you 
move  south,  and  can  most  easily  effect  its  junction. 

1  want  this  division  to  move  at  once,  and  rapidly.     The  bridge  is  standing. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  Cumberland,  Present. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  Resacut  May  16,  a.  m. 
Major  General  Hallbck,   Washivgion^  D.  C: 

We  are  in  possession  of  Resaca.  It  is  a  strongly  fortified  position,  besides 
being  a  strong  natural  position.  We  saved  the  common  road  bridge,  but  the  rail- 
road bridge  is  burned.  The  railroad  is  good  to  this  point,  and  our  cars  will  mo 
here  to-day.  Our  columns  are  now  crossing  the  Oostanaula — General  McPher- 
son  at  Lay's  ferry,  General  Thomas  here,  and  General  Scbofield  about  New 
Town. 

We  will  pursue  smartly  to  the  Etowah.  Generals  Stoneman's  and  Garrard's 
cavalry  are  trying  to  get  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  I  hope  will  succeed.  Oui 
difficulties  will  increase  beyond  the  Etowah,  but  if  Johnston  will  not  fight  ua 
behind  such  works  as  we  find  here,  I  will  fight  him  on  any  open  ground  he  may 
stand  at.  All  well  and  in  high  spirits.  We  have  about  a  thousand  prisoners 
and  eight  (8)  guns. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Regacot  May  16,  1864. 
General  :  I  will  attend  General  Thomas's  army  to-morrow,  and  expect  to 
be  at  or  beyond  Adairsville  to-morrow  night.  I  wish  you  to  push  somewhat, and 
to  be  as  near  abreast  as  possible.  1  expect  you  will  cross  Cooaawattee  by  one  or 
the  other  of  the  fords  about  Field's,  and  to  move  via  Big  Spring  to  near  the 
point  where  so  many  roads  seem  to  centre,  about  four  (4)  miles  east  of  Alex- 
andria. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Schopield, 

Commanding  Army  of  Ohio 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Resaca,  May  16,  1864. 

General:  I  will  attend  General  Thomas's  army  to-morrow,  and  hope  to 
reach  Adairsville.  You  had  better  mass  your  men  a  little  in  front  of  Galboun, 
and  when  you  know  Thomas  is  advancing  south  of  Calhoun,  keep  abreast  or  a 
little  ahead  of  him.  I  presume  you  are  all  across  the  Oostanaula.  You  may 
order  the  pontoon  train  to  take  up  the  bridges  and  follow  you  to  the  Etowah. 
General  Thomas  has  a  trestle-bridge  here,  one  pontoon,  and  one  made  on  the 
wreck  of  the  railroad  bridge,  yet  the  passage  has  been  slower  than  1  estimated 
I  will  push  the  column  to-morrow.  General  Hooker  is  o£f  to  the  left,  some- 
where, but  not  at  New  Town. 

The  road  laid  down  on  the  cloth  mfap  by  McGuire's  and  Woodland  Is  yooi 
true  course,  provided  the  enemy  has,  on  my  theory,  retreated  on  Alatoona 
Bear  in  mind  that  General  Garrard's  cavalry  is  in  your  front,  and  that  General 
Jeff.  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps  is  on  the  west  bank  of  tho  Oostanaolai 
approaching  a  bridge  eight  (8)  miles  above  Rome.  His  route  will  bring  him  b^ 
McGuire's  and  Woodland. 
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Be  sure  to  communicate  your  position  to-morrow  night,  and  if  you  fire  signal- 
gun?,  with  five  minutes  intervals,  I  will  understand  it  as  your  head  of  column. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  J.  B.  McPhehson, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee. 


[Cipher.] 

Headuuartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  the  field,  Reaaca^  May  17,  1864. 
Major  General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Get  Captain  MerrilPs  map  at  the  chief  engineer's  office,  as  I  use  it  in  my  de- 
spatches. 

Greneral  MePherson  is  all  across  the  Oostanaula,  at  Lay's  ferry,  and  is  out 
abreast  of  Calhoun. 

General  Thomas  is  across  here,  where  we  have  improvised  three  (3)  bridges, 
aod  General  Schofield  has  passed  the  Connasauga  at  Fite's  ferry,  and  will  pass 
tlie  Coosawattee  near  Field's.  To-night  I  propose  my  three  heads  of  columns 
to  be  abreast  of  Adairsville.  Johnston  will  be  compelled  to  fight  on  this  side 
of  the  Etowah,  or  be  forced  to  divide  his  army,  or  give  up  either  Rome  or  Ala- 
toona.  If  he  attempts  to  hold  both,  I  will  break  the  line  at  Kingston.  If  he 
concentrates  at  Kingston,  I  will  break  his  railroads,  right  and  left,  and  will  fight 
him  square  in  front.  My  belief  is  he  will  abandon  Kingston  and  Rome,  and 
retire  on  Alatoona,  beyond  the  Etowah,  in  which  case  I  will  fix  up  my  roads  to 
Kingston,  and  then  determine  in  what  manner  to  advance  beyond  the  Etowah. 
It  will  take  five  days  to  repair  the  railroad  bridge  here.  We  are  abundantly 
(Supplied,  and  our  animals  are  improving  on  the  grass  and  grain  fields,  which 
now  a£ford  good  pasture. 

I  start  in  person  now  for  Adairsville.  I  think  everything  has  progressed  and 
i^  progressing  as  favorably  as  we  could  expect,  but  I  know  we  must  have  one 
or  more  bloody  battles  such  as  have  characterized  General  Grant's  terrific  strug- 
gles. Johnston  has  Hardee's,  Hood's,  and  Polk's  corps,  with  irregulars  and 
militia  on  his  lines  of  communication. 

Hip  cavalry  outnumbers  ours,  but  acts  on  the  defensive. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Majer  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Adairsville,  May  17,  1864. 
GgNSRAL:  It  is  jprobable,  on  reaching  Adairsville  in  the  early  morning,  we 
will  find  the  enemy  nas  retreated,  via  Cassville.  If  such  be  the  case,  I  want 
jou  to  pat  your  head  of  column  after  him  as  far  as  Cassville,  when  I  will  de- 
tennine  whether  to  continue  the  pursuit  as  far  as  Cartersville,  or  let  him  go.  I 
prefer  he  should  divide  between  Rome  and  Cartersville,  in  which  event  you  will 
march  directly  on  Kingston.  I  will  be  with  you  in  the  morning,  and  only  men- 
tion theife  points  that  you  may  instruct  your  leading  division.  I  wish  you  would 
pat  one  of  your  boldest  division  commanders  to  lead  to-morrow,  and  explain  to 
bim  that  General  McPherson  is  close  on  his  right,  and  General  Schofield  on  his 
left,  and  that  two  heavy  columns  of  cavalry,  Garrard's  and  Stoneman's,  luive 
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orders  to  strike  the  road ;  the  one  between  Kingston  and  Rome,  and  the  otl 
between  Kingston  and  Cartersville. 

Instead  of  skirmishing  only  with  the  rear  guard,  it  should  be  attacked  promp 
by  his  whole  division,  deployed  in  whole  or  part,  according  to  the  ground,  1 
it  should  be  preceeded  by  the  usual  skirmish  line. 

A  real  battle  to-morrow  might  save  us  much  work  at  a  later  period. 
Yours,   &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  and  Department  of  Cumberland. 


Hbadquartbks  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

Near  Adairsville,  evening.  May  17,  1864 
Gbnbral:  I  send  my  aid,  Captaiji  Audenreid,  to  you,  who  will  tell  you 
you  wish  to  know.  I  fear  you  have  got  your  cavalry  too  far  east  to  do  mi 
good  at  this  time.  Instead  of  going  up  the  Selahquat,  the  Pine  Log  would  h 
been  better.  I  want  you  to-morrow  night  to  strike  the  enemy  in  flank,  betwt 
Cassville  and  Cartersville,  or  Etowah  bridge,  (railroad;)  a  small  section  of 
road  should  be  broken,  enough  to  take  a  couple  of  days  to  mend. 

It  is  also  important  that  you  should  measure  your  fighting  qualities  with 
enemy's  cavalry  about  Cassville.  I  am  sure  you  can  beat  them,  but  it  shoulc 
done  suddenly,  so  as  to  produce  a  salutary  effect,  and  be  a  moral  force  to  ; 
in  after  operations.  If  you  need  it.  General  Schofield  will  give  you  McCoc 
cavalry,  but  whatever  is  done  should  be  done  to-morrow. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 
Major  General  Stonbman, 

Commanding  Cavalry, 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  evening.  May  17,  1864 
Gbnbral  :  Captain  Poe  is  here,  and  has  explained  your  difficulties.  I  m 
your  head  of  column  up  at  the  intersection  of  the  roads,  about  four  (4)  miles  < 
of  Adairsville,  as  early  as  possible,  always  with  the  standing  order,  that  if  ; 
hear  the  sounds  of  perious  battle  you  turn  towai-d  it ;  otherwise,  shape  your  coi 
towards  Kingston. 

General  Thomas's  head  of  column  is  against  a  pretty  stubborn  rear  guj 
which  fights  at  every  point,  and  as  he  can  present  nothing  but  a  head  of  colni 
the  enemy  delays  us,  and  saves  the  time  he  needs  to  remove  his  stores  and  ar 
It  may  bo  to-morrow  I  will  turn  your  column  to  Cassville,  and  the  railroad 
south  of  Cassville,  with  a  view  to  strike  the  flank  of  a  retreating  army ;  but  ud 
you  get  such  orders  from  me,  incline  towards  Kingston  with  your  infantry, 
send  McCook's  cavalry  to  Cassville  and  the  railroad,  giving  him  always  y 
head  of  infantry  as  9^  point  d'appui  in  case  he  encounters  a  very  superior  foi 
but  tell  McCook  that  it  is  all-important  to  the  cavalry  arm  to  impress  the  en< 
with  a  fear  of  him,  as  it  will  be  an  element  of  strength  in  our  future  operati> 
Kingston  is  our  present  objective  point,  and  from  there  I  will  make  new 
positions. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandini 
Major  General  Sciiofibld, 

Ofmmanding  Army  of  Ohio  . 
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Hradquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Adairsvilhy  May  17,  1864 — 12  m. 
General  McPhbrson,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 

Come  via  Adairsville,  but  try  and  keep  on  some  road  west  of  the  railroad. 
ThU  road  now  is  almost  blocked  with  men,  wagons,  &c.  I  am  not  surprised 
that  you  were  in  doubt  whether  we  were  in  battle  or  skirmish.  Our  troops  will 
fire  away  so  much  powder;  but  it  was  pretty  smart  skirmishing,  and  has  cost 
D8  over  a  hundred  wounded,  though  I  still  believe  it  was  a  rear  guard  covering 
the  movement  of  trains. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  fields  near  Adairsville,  May  17,  1864 — 6J  p.  m. 
Genera]  McFhbrson,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Direct  yoiir  march  early  to-morrow  to  Adairsville,  and  order  Garrard  and  the 
cayahy  of  Colonel  Murray  to  make  a  dash  on  the  railroad  between  Rome  and 
Kingston  (if  not  already  done)  to-night. 

General  Stooeman  is  on  the  other  flank,  and  will  attempt  to  break  the  road 
between  Kingston  and  Etowah  bridge.  If  not  done  to-night  there  will  be  no 
ue  of  doing  it  at  all,  as  I  take  it  the  enemy  is  trying  to  make  time  to  save  his 
material  from  his  army  and  from  Rome.  I  take  it  for  granted  General  Garrard 
is  near  you.     We  wont  go  into  Adairsville  to-night. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cotnmanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Adairsville,  Georgia ,  May  18,  1864. 
i     Major  General  Halleck,  Was7ungton,  D.  C.  : 

Johnston  passed  last  night  here.  We  overtook  him  at  sundown  yesterday, 
tod  skirmished  heavily  with  his  rear  till  dark.  In  the  morning  he  was  gone, 
tDd  we  are  after  him.  By  to-night  all  the  heads  of  column  will  be  near  Kings- 
ton, whither  Johnston  is  moving.  Whether  he  proposes  to  fight  there  or  not 
ve  cannot  tell,  but  to-morrow  will  know,  for  I  propose  to  at'tack  him  wherever 
be  may  be.  Our  cavalry  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  oreaking  the  railroad  to  his 
rear. 

I  now  have  four  heads  of  column,  all  directed  on  Kingston,  with  orders  to  be 
within  foar  miles  by  night.  Weather  flue,  roads  good,  and  the  country  more 
open  and  less  mountainous. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquartbks  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  3^  miles  from  Kingston,  May  18,  1864 — lOj  p.  m. 
General:  Yours  of  1  p.  m.  is  at  hand.     I  was  in  hopes  you  would  be  fur- 
ther ahead  by  to-night,  but  the  roads  are  not  suited  to  a  concentric  movement 
on  Kingston,  and  we  must  approach  the  game  as  near  as  the  case  admits  of. 
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All  the  signs  continue  of  Johnston's  having  retreated  on  Kingston,  and  why 
he  should  lead  to  Kingston  if  he  designs  to  cover  his  trains  to  Gartersville  I  do 
not  see,  but  it  is  probable  he  has  sent  to  Alatoona  all  he  can  by  cars,  and  his 
wagons  are  escaping  south  of  the  Etowah  by  the  bridge  and  fords  near  Kings- 
ton.    In  any  hypothesis  our  plan  is  right. 

All  of  General  Thomas's  command  will  follow  his  trail  straight;  let  it  lead  to 
the  fords  or  towards  Alatoona.  You  must  shape  your  course  to  support  General 
Hooker  and  strike  the  line  of  railway  to  his  left.  As  soon  as  you  can  march 
in  the  morning,  get  up  to  General  Hooker  and  act  according  to  the  develop- 
ments. If  we  can  bring  Johnston  to  battle  this  side  of  Etowah  we  must  do  it, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  beginning  battle  with  but  a  part  of  our  forces.  If  you 
hear  the  sounds  of  battle,  direct  your  course  so  as  to  come  up  to  the  left  of 
General  Thomas's  troops.  If  Johnston  has  got  beyond  Etowah,  we  will  take 
two  days  to  pick  up  fragments  from  Rome  to  Etowah.  You  will,  in  that  event, 
still  bear  to  the  left  and  help  General  Stoneman,  who  should  now  be  on  the 
railroad  somewhere  between  Cassville  and  Gartersville.  I  will  be  at  Kingston. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

General  Schopibld, 

Army  of  the  Ohio,  Montdler's  Hill. 
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In  the  field,  near  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  18,  1864 — 10  J  p.  m. 
General:  Early  in  the  morning  drop  your  wagons  under  escort,  and  move 
your  entire  command  ready  to  deploy  forward  for  battle  on  Kingston,  and  it 
may  be  to  one  or  more  of  the  crossing- places  of  the  Etowah  near  that  place. 
General  Thomas  will  continue  to  follow  the  broad,  well-marked  trail  of  John- 
ston's army,  and  you  must  act  on  his  right,  according  to  our  general  plan. 
Johnston  may  get  his  wagons  across  Etowah,  and  fight  us  this  side,  trying  to 
fall  on  one  or  other  of  our.  columns.  General  Hooker  is  now  within  three  mileff 
of  Gassville,  and  General  Schofield  is  to  his  rear,  with  orders  to  come  up  on  h\B 
left.  Until  we  ascertain  the  course  of  the  enemy  after  reaching  Kingston,  we 
cannot  do  better.  The  rear  of  Johnston's  infantry  could  not  have  reached 
Kingston  before  one  (1)  p.  m.  to-day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GreneraL 
General  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  Bamsley  Creek, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Kingston,  May  18,  1864 — lOJ  p.  m. 

General  :  Until  we  know  exactly  the  coui-se  taken  by  Johnston  from  Kings- 
ton, I  cannot  make  orders  more  exact  than  those  already  existing.  You  are 
now  on  the  plain,  well-marked  trail  of  the  enemy.  You  will  early  in  the  morn- 
ing renew  the  pursuit,  following  this  trail  till  it  leads  beyond  the  Etowah  or 
gets  to  the  eastward  of  Cassville,  when  you  will  relinquish  pursuit  unless  other- 
wise ordered.  General  Schofield  now  is  behind  General  Hooker,  and  is  ordered 
early  in  the  morning  to  close  up  and  come  up  on  his  left.  Let  all  your  troops 
be  in  advance  of  all  wagons,  save  ambulances  and  a  moderate  number  of  am- 
munition wagons,  and  order  the  enemy  to  be  attacked  if  found.      General 
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McPherson  should  now  be  at  Wcodland,  and  General  Hooker  about  Two  Run 
ereek,  and  can  easily  join  you  at  Kingston  by  eight  (8)  or  nine  (9)  a.  m.  I 
bope  Generals  Garrard  and  Stoneman  have  done  good  work  to-day.  I  will  at- 
tend your  column  to-morrow.  Order  up  the  pontoons,  and  ascertain  the  where- 
abouts of  General  Jeff.  C.  Davis  as  soon  as  possible. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Thomas, 
Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland^  Present, 


Hbadquartbbs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Kingston,  May  18,  1864 — 12  m. 

General:  I  despatched  a  courier  to  yon  at  10^,  ordering  you  early  in  the 
morning  to  move  on  Kingston,  to  which  point  General  Thomas  will  also  move, 
«nd  where  I  will  meet  you.  I  now  have  General  Garrard's  report,  and  hope 
lie  is  right  in  his  conclusion  that  many  locomotives  and  cars  are  west  of  tne 
break  in  the  railroad.  Let  General  Garrard  send  a  detachment  of  about  one 
imndred  (100)  men  to  Rome,  and  to  hunt  up  General  Jeff.  Davis;  also,  in 
ease  of  Rome  being  in  our  possession  or  evacuated,  to  scour  the  country  west  of 
fiamsley's  creek  as  far  as  Oostanaula  for  prisoners,  deserters,  wagons,  horses,  &c. 

Let  General  Garrard  with  all  his  cavalry,  a  section  of  guns,  but  no  wagons, 
moTe  at  the  same  time  with  you  on  the  point  of  Etowah  river  about  two  (2) 
miles  west  of  Kingston,  just  below  the  mouth  of  Connasene  creek,  where  abridge 
or  ferry  is  represented ;  then  in  succession  the  other  bridges  and  ferries  supposed 
to  be  south  of  Kingston,  and  as  far  east  as  the  road  leading  from  the  Saltpetre 
cave  to  Euharlce  mill,  and  as  much  further  as  he  thinks  he  can  achieve  anytning, 
trying  at  all  those  points  to  make  captures  and  boats  if  possible.  He  may  count 
OD  our  attacking  Kingston,  if  not  already  abandoned,  as  also  Cassville  and  its 
nilroad  station. 

General  Stoneman  should  to-day  have  struck  the  same  railroad  near  Carters- 
^e,  by  which  we  cannot  fail  to  make  many  captures  of  men  and  material 
to-morrow. 

Tell  Greneral  Garrard  to  ride  hard  and  do  much  to-morrow,  with  the  promise 
of  a  two  days'  rest,  and  plenty  of  forage  up  by  the  cars  by  the  day  after  to-morrow. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  pastures  arc  all  he  could  ask. 
I  am,  &c.. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

General  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee,  Bamsley  Creek. 


Hbadquartbbs  Militar\  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  19,  1864. 
Gbnbral:  General  Thomas  is  passing  through  Kingston  to  the  east,  and 
^1  put  the  head  of  his  colnmn  four  miles  east  of  the  town,  where  a  mill  is 
^presented  on  Two  Run  creek.  General  Hooker  will  join  him  at  that  poi'it. 
I  want  you  to  put  the  head  of  your  column  at  Cassville  depot,  your  line  facing 
ewt,  and  if  you  are  in  communication  with  General  Stoneman  put  him  toward 
£(owah  bridge,  (Pettit's  creek.)    General  Garrard  will  move  south  of  the  railroad* 
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and  will  come  up  on  your  right.     General  McPberson  will  halt  here  on  Gonnasene 
for  the  present.     Report  to  me  your  arrival,  and  al»o  the  distance  to  Pettit's 
creek,  to  Gartersville,  and  Etowah  bridge 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Schopibld,  near  Cassville. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  May  19,  1864. 
Ge.xeral  :  I  feel  certain  that  Johnston,  after  the  affiiir  at  Resaca,  does  not 
want  to  fight  us  in  the  comparatively  open  ground  this  side  of  Gartersville. 

I  send  with  this,  orders  for  General  Schofield,  which  are  a  repetition  of  orders- 
heretofore  sent  him  by  courier,  to  press  down  to  the  road,  and  to  order  GeneraL 
Stoneman  to  secure  the  passage  of  Pettit's  creek  this  side  of  Gartersville.  General. 
Garrard's  cavalry  is  now  at  the  bridge  across  Etowah,  and  Murray  is  coming  Urn 
you  to  connect  with  General  Hooker.  Do  you  want  General  McPherson  for- 
ward ?  He  has  his  troops  so  he  can  advance  by  two  roads.  Send  me  word  . 
I  will  come  forward  in  that  event.  Connect  with  General  Hooker,  and,  U 
possible,  crush  or  capture  any  force  that  is,  as  I  think,  caught  between  GenenCl 
Stoneman  and  you. 
Tours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  Cumberland, 


Headuuartkrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  20,  1864 — I  a.  m. 

General  :  My  instructions  for  you  to  move  toward  Cassville  depot  wer^ 
based  on  my  theory,  or  supposition,  that  after  passing  "  the  Divide,"  or  Grav^ 
elly  plateau,  the  roads  would  divide  naturally,  one  set  leading  to  Kingston  an^ 
one  to  Cassville  depot.  Knowing  that  General  Hooker  would  take  the  one  U^ 
Kingston,  I  wanted  you  to  take  the  one  toward  Cassville,  with  some  rapidity  <^ 
movement,  to  increase  the  chances  of  interposing  between  the  Etowah  bridge 
and  the  enemy,  falling  back  before  General  Thomas's  head  of  column.  Tester' 
day  I  was  very  anxious  that  General  Stoneman  or  yourself  should  reach  th^ 
road  from  Kingston  to  Etowah,  for  I  saw  by  the  singular  man(BU\Ting  of  thM 
enemy,  and  the  confusion  of  his  wagon  trains,  how  uneasy  he  was  at  fear  of  ouJ 
capturing  a  part  of  his  forces. 

Had  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men  reached  the  railroad  any  time  after  10  a.  db- 
yesterday,  we  should  have  had  a  signal  success ;  whereas,  Johnston  will  now 
encourage  his  men  by  his  skilfully  saving  his  army  and  baggage  in  the  face  oi 
such  odds.  I  know  the  difficulties  of  the  roads  and  country,  and  merely  mean 
to  explain  what  I  aimed  to  accomplish. 

I  did  expect  to  catch  a  part  of  tne  army  retreating  before  us,  but  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  it  is  now  impossible,  and  therefore  wish  simply  to  be  assured  that 
he  has  crossed  Etowah,  and  that  he  there  awaits  our  attack  through  the  difficult 
pass  of  Alatoona. 

I  do  not  propose  to  follow  him  through  that  pass,  but  rather  to  turn  south 
from  here,  leaving  Alatoona  to  the  north  and  east.  I  wish,  therefore,  that  to- 
day (the  20th)  you  move  so  as  to  strike  the  railroad  east  of  Cassville,  and  then 
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turn  east  and  push  the  enemy  past  Carters  villa  and  across  Etowah  or  High 
Tower  bridge. 

1  left  General  Thomas's  head  of  column  on  the  skirts  of  the  village  of  Cass- 
ville.  He  is  ordered  to  support  your  attack.  I  have  no  doubt  the  ground  is 
very  difficult  between  Cass  ville  and  the  bridge,  and  that  you  can  alone  push 
back  any  force  of  the  enemy  remaining  this  side  of  the  bridge.  Still,  you  may 
call  on  Grenerals  Thomas  and  Stoneman,  of  course,  for  support. 

I  will  have  the  cars  into  Kingston  and  Cassville  to-day.     Shall  replenish  the 
wagons,  and  then  on. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Schopibld, 

Commanding  Army  of  Ohio. 


[Cipher.] 


Hbaduijartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  19,  1864. 
^ajor  General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D,  C.  : 

We  entered  Kingston  this  morning  without  opposition,  and  have  pushed  a 
column  east  as  far  as  Cassville,  skirmishing  the  latter  part  of  the  day  with  Har- 
dee's corps.  The  enemy  has  retreated  south  of  the  Etowah.  To-morrow  cars 
will  move  to  this  place  and  I  will  replenish  our  stores  and  get  ready  for  the 
Chattahoochee.  The  railroad  passes  through  a  range  of  hills  at  Alatoona,  which 
is  doabtless  being  prepared  for  us,  but  I  have  no  intention  of  going  through  it. 
I  apprehend  more  trouble  from  our  long  trains  of  wagons  than  from  the  fighting, 
though  of  course  Johnston  must  fight  h%rd  for  Atlanta. 

W  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  20,  1864. 

^jor  General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

We  have  secured  two  good  bridges  and  an  excellent  ford  across  the  Etowah .  Our 
care  are  now  arriving  with  stores.  I  give  two  days'  rest  to  replenish  and  fit  up. 
On  the  23d,  I  will  cross  the  Etowah  and  move  on  Dallas.  This  will  turn  the 
Alatoona  Pass.  If  Johnston  remain  at  Alatoona  I  shall  move  on  Marietta,  but 
if  be  fall  behind  the  Ghattahooche,  I  will  make  for  Sand  town  and  Campbelton, 
but  feign  at  the  railroad  crossing. 

General  Davis's  division  occupies  Rome,  and  finds  a  good  deal  of  provisions 
and  plunder,  five  iron-works  and  machinery.  I  have  ordered  the  17th  army 
corps.  General  Blair's,  to  march  from  Decatur  to  Rome.  My  share  of  militia 
eboold  be  sent  at  once  to  cover  our  lines  of  communication.  Notify  General 
Grant  that  I  will  hold  all  of  Johnston's  army  to  busy  too  send  anything  against 
him. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
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[Circular.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

Kingston,  Georgia,  May  20,  1864. 

Inasmuch  as  an  impression  is  afloat  that  the  commanding  general  has  pro- 
hibited the  mails  to  and  from  this  army,  he  takes  this  method  of  assuring  all, 
officers  and  men,  that  on  the  contrary  he  encourages  them,  hj  all  his  influence 
and  authority,  to  keep  up  the  most  unreserved  correspondence  with  their  fami- 
lies and  friends  wherever  they  may  be.  Army,  corps,  and  division  commanders 
should  perfect  their  arrangements  to  receive  and  transmit  mails,  and  all  chaplains, 
stafi*  officers,  and  captains  of  companies  should  assist  the  soldiers  in  contmuni- 
eating  with  their  families. 

What  the  commanding  general  does  discourage  is  the  maintenance  of  thaC; 
class  of  men  who  will  not  take  a  musket  and  fight,  but  who  follow  the  army- 
to  pick  up  news  for  sale,  speculating  on  a  species  of  information  dangerous  tc^ 
an  army  and  to  our  cause,  and  who  are  more  used  to  bolster  up  idle  and  worth- 
less officers  than  to  notice  the  hard-working  and  meritorious,  whose  modesty 
is  generally  equal  to  their  courage,  and  who  scorn  to  seek  the  cheap  flattery  d 
the  press. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Geneeal. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquartrrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thcjield,  Kingston,  Georgia,    May  22,  1864. — 8.30  p  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Weather  hot,  very,  and  roads  dusty.  We  nevertheless  by  morning  will  hav — 
all  our  wagons  loaded  and  be  ready  for  a  twenty  days'  expedition.  I  will  lear— 
a  good  brigade  at  Rome,  a  strong  good  point,  about  a  thousand  men  to  cov^ 
this  point,  but  will  keep  no  stores  here  to  tempt  an  enemy,  until  I  have  placci^ 
my  army  about  Marietta,  when  I  will  cause  the  railroad  to  be  repaired  up  t^ 
that  point.  ♦ 

I  regard  Resaca  as  the  strong  head  of  my  line  of  operations  till  I  reach  tli* 
Chattahoochee.     I  have  ordered  the  17th  corps  to  marcli  from  Decatur  to  Rom» 
and  to  this  point,  to  act  in  reserve  till  I  call  it  forward.     Returned  veterans  an^ 
regiments  have  more  than  replaced  all  losses  and  detachments,  and  we  move  toi^ 
morrow  with  full  eighty  thousand  (80,000)  fighting  men. 

General  McPherson  crosses  the  Etowah  at  the  mouth  of  Connasenc  creek  oi^ 
a  bridge,  and  moves  for  Dallas  via  Van  Wert. 

General  Thomas  crosses  by  a  bridge  four  miles  southeast  of  Kingston  anc: 
moves  for  Dallas,  via  Euharlee  and  Huntsville.     General  Schofield  crosses  nea: 
Etowah  clifls  on  pontoons,  and  takes  position  on  Thomas's  left.     I  allow  thre^ 
(3)  days  to  have  thfe  army  grouped  about  Dallas,  whence  I  can  strike  Marietta? 
or  the  Chattahoochee,  according  to  developments. 

You  may  not  hear  from  us  in  some  days,  but  be  assured  we  are  not  idle  om 
thoughtless. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 
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Ukadquartkrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi. 

In  iJu  field,  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  23,  18G4. 
General  Blair,  Huntsville,  Alabama: 

We  are  now  all  in  motion  for  the  Chattahoochee.  Colonel  Long  telegraphs 
from  Pulaski  and  should  overtake  you  at  Decatur  or  soon  after  leaving.  Al- 
though you  must  move  on  Rome  and  Kingston  by  the  direct  road,  still  you  can 
make  believe  you  have  designs  ou  Gadsden  and  Talladega.  Keep  silent  and 
the  enemy  will  exaggerate  your  strength  and  purposes.  Johnston  has  called  to 
him  all  the  infantry  of  the  southwest  and  also  the  cavalry  of  Mississippi ;  so 
yoQ  must  watch  out  for  them.  If  they  hang  ai'ound  you  keep  Long  close  in  and 
watch  the  opportunity  for  him  to  charge  with  sabres. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Covimanding, 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Dallas,  Georgia,  midnight,  May  26,  1864. 
Gbnbral  :  Yours  of  to-day  with  Corse's  is  received,  and  is  highly  satisfactory. 
I  have  personally  reconnoitred  the  ground,  and  am  satisfied  the  enemy  hold 
bj  hastly  constructed  rifle-pits  the  line  of  a  creek,  which  is  a  branch  of  Pump- 
kin Vine  creek  and  parallel  with  it.  Your  direction  in  the  morning  will  be 
aobstaDtially  down  that  creek,  while  General  Howard's  and  Cox's  will  be  up  it. 
We  find  no  trouble  in  fording  it,  and  you  will  have  less,  as  you  .must  be  near 
its  head.    The  valley  seems  clear  and  cultivated. 

Colonel  McCook  struck  a  column  in  flank  about  five  miles  northeast  of  this 
this  p.  ro  ,  broke  it  in  t|iro,  and  at  night  was  pressing  the  fraction  toward  Ack- 
wortn.  He  reports  quite  a  fight  and  the  capture  of  fifty-two  (52)  prisoners. 
Our  skirmishing  to-day  has  been  comparatively  harmless.  I  doubt  if  we  find 
lie  enemy  here  to-morrow ;  but  if  we  do,  my  orders  herewith  will  govern.  I 
will  expect  to  hear  of  you  on  General  Hooker's  right  by  ten  (10)  a.  m. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  McPhbrso.n^  Dallas,  Ga. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Dallas,  Georgia,  May  27,  1864. — 11  a.  m. 
General  :  If  you  can't  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position,  work  to  the  left* 
*>  as  to  connect  with  General  Hookerl 

We  are  working  on  the  left  of  the  line  in  front  of  us,  and  as  soon  as  you  are 
i«  connexion  with  General  Hooker  I  will  strengthen  the  left  and  work  round  in 
tbat  direction,  so  we  may,  if  we  choose,  march  round  their  extreme  right,  and 
^«ch  Marietta  or  Ack worth. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  McPhbrson,  Dallas,  Ga, 


Hbadqi'arters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field  near  Dallas,    May  27,  1864.— 1.15  p.  m. 
Gkneral:  General  Corse  is  here;  we  are  pressing  in  front  and  General 
Tliomas  is  working  round  by  the  left.     We  don't  want  to  turn  the  enemy's  left 
fenk,  but  his  right,  so  as  to  put  our  concentrated  army  between  him  and  the 
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railroad,  of  which  wc  want  to  make  use.  Therefore,  instead  of  compassing  the 
enemy's  left,  I  wish  you  to  work  up  so  as  to  connect  with  General  Hooker, 
when  I  will  strengthen  our  movement  to  our  left,  the  enemy's  right.  Use  the 
Marietta  road  as  far  as  possible,  and  then  reach  for  General  Hooker's  right. 
We  have  two  divisions  to  the  right  of  the  road,  Geary's  and  Butterfield's,  and 
Williams's  in  reserve.  All  the  rest  of  this  is  north  of  this  road. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  McPhebsox,  wtYir  Dallas^  Ga. 


Hbadquartisrs  Militaby  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Dallas,  Ga„  May  27,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 

General  Si  hofield  : 

Take  position  in  front  of  the  mill,  facing  south,  and  connecting  witli 
General  Thomas's  troops,  holding  one-third  of  your  force  in  reserve,  and  con- 
cealing your  flanks  in  the  timber.  I  understand  General  Howard  is  moving  off* 
on  your  left.  He  is  ordered  to  move  in  to  connect  with  you.  I  will  re-entbrce 
that  flank  as  soon  as  General  McPherson  makes  his  junction,  which  is  expected 
this  evening.  It  is  useless  to  look  for  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  as  he  makes 
temporary  breastworks  as  fast  as  we  travel.  We  must  break  his  line  without 
scattering  our  troops  too  much,  and  thee  break  through. 

Sec  that  General  Stoneman  is  in  close  connexion  with  you,  but  you  had 
better  leave  General  Hovey  to  cover  that  point  for  the  present. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  <r.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HbADQI  ARTERS   MILITARY   DIVISION    OF   THE    MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  near  Dallas,  sundown,  May  27,  1864. 
General  :  We  have  been  busy  with  the  enemy  all  along  our  front  line. 
From  description  I  think  the  hills  in  your  front  are  stronger  than  the  ground  to 
our  left,  by  which  we  can  move  toward  Alatoona  and  Ack worth,  or  pound 
away  till  we  find  a  weak  place.  We  should  have  our  army  united,  and  there- 
fore I  think  it  best  you  should  send  your  trains  back  across  the  Pumpkin  Vine 
by  moonlight,  and  let  them  park  up  to  our  rear,  where  General  Palmer  has  a 
division  ;  then  by  moving  by  the  left  flank  you  can  put  yourself  in  connexion 
with  us,  and  we  can  act  against  some  one  point,  or  turn  his  right  flank.  No 
doubt  Johnston's  whole  army  is  present,  as  we  have  felt  him  for  four  miles  to 
the  north  and  east.  I  don't  think  there  is  more  than  a  mile  from  General 
Davis's  left  to  General  Hooker's  right.  General  Corse  is  with  you,  and  has 
been  back  and  forth  twice. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  McPherson,  near  Dallas,  Ga. 


[Cipher.  1 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Dallas,  May  28,  1864. 
General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D.  C,  : 

The  enemy  discovered  my  move  to  turn  Alatoona,  and  moved  to  meet  u» 
here.     Our  columns  met  about  one  mile  east  of  Pumpkin  Vine  creek,  and  we 
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podbed  them  back  about  three  miles,  to  the  point  where  the  road  forks  to  Ala- 
tooua  and  Marietta.  Here  Johnston  has  chosen  a  strong  line  and  made  hasty 
kt  strong  parapets  of  timber  and  earth,  and  has  thus  far  stopped  us.  My 
light  is  Dallas,  centre  about  three  miles  north,  and  I  am  gradually  working 
TOTind  by  the  left  to  approach  the  railroad  anywhere  in  front  of  Ackworth. 

Country  very  densely  wooded  and  broken  ;  no  roads  of  any  consequence. 
We  have  had  many  sharp,  severe  encounters,  but  nothing  decisive.  Both  sides 
dulv  cautious  in  the  obscurity  of  the  ambushed  ground. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  Genera/. 


Hbadqijartbks  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  t/iejleldy  May  29, 1864. 
Gb.nbral:  I  suppose  General  Blair  to  be  now  near  Rome.  I  wish  you  to 
send  a  good  staff  officer  to  meet  him  there  or  at  Kingston,  and  order  him  to  re- 
plenish his  stores  and  march  for  Alatoona  Pass,  east  of  the  Etowah,  to  gain,  if 
poflgible,  its  eastern  terminus  and  then  intrench  his  position.  He  had  better 
mtrch  from  Kingston  four  (4)  miles  southeast  to  the  Free  Bridge,  cross  the 
Etowah,  and  move  for  Alatoona,  via  Euharlee  and  Stilesboro'.  This  route  will 
deceive  the  enemy  as  to  his  purposes  till  the  latest  moment  possible.  Once  in 
possession  of  Alatoona,  I  wish  him  to  order  the  railroad  superintendent,  who  is 
already  at  Kesaca,  to  repair  the  railroad  up  to  Alatoona,  including  the  Etowah 
or  Uightower  bridge.  General  Blair  should  also  construct  on  the  dirt  road  a 
trestle  bridge  at  the  same  crossing. 

I  am,  with  great  .respect,  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  McPhbrson, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Dallas,  May  29,  18G4. 

General  Hallbck,  Wasltington,  D.  C: 

Yesterday  we  pressed  our  lines  up  in  close  contact  with  the  enemy,  who  has 
covered  his  whole  front  with  breastworks  of  timber  and  earth.  With  the  inten- 
tion of  working  to  my  Jeft,  towards  the  railroad  east  of  Alatoona,  I  ordered 
General  McPherson,  who  is  in  advance  of  Dallas  and  forms  my  right,  to  send 
his  trains  to  a  point  on  Pumpkin  Vine,  about  four  miles  north  of  his  present 
position,  and  to  withdraw  his  army  and  take  General  Thomas's  present  position, 
whilst  all  of  General  Thomas's  and  General  Schofield's  armies  will  be  moved 
further  to  the  east,  working  round  the  enemy  to  the  left.  The  enemy,  who  had 
observed  the  movement  of  the  train  from  his  higher  position,  massed  against 
General  McPherson  and  attacked  him  at  4J  p.  m.  yesterday,  but  was  repulsed 
with  great  slaughter  and  at  little  cost  to  us. 

The  enemy  fled  back  to  his  breastworks  on  the  ridge,  leaving  in  our  hands  his 
dead  and  wounded.  His  loss  twenty-five  hundred,  (2,500,)  and  about  three 
hundred  prisoners.  General  McPherson's  men  being  covered  by  log  breast- 
works, like  our  old  Corinth  lines,  were  comparatively  unhurt,  his  loss  not  being 
over  three  hundred  (300)  in  all.  I  give  him  to-day,  Sunday,  to  gather  in  the 
wounded  and  bury  the  dead  of  both  sides,  and  to-night  and  to-morrow  will  en- 
deavor to  gain  ground  to  our  left  two  or  four  miles. 

General  Blair  is  now  supposed  to  be  near  Rome ;  I  will  order  him  to  march 
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straight  for  Alatoona,  which  I  infer  the  enemy  has  abandoned  altogether,  or  left 
in  the  hands  of  militia.  That  point  gained,  I  will  move  to  the  left  and  resume 
railroad  commanication  to  the  rear.  I  have  no  doubt  Johnston  has  in  my  front 
every  man  he  can  scrape,  and  Mobile  must  now  be  at  our  mercy  if  General 
Canby  and  General  Banks  could  send  to  Pascagoula  ten  thousand  men. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  Gimral. 


Headquarters  Military  Division,  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  May  30,  1864. 
General  :  General  McPherson  made  several  attempts  to  draw  off  his  troops, 
but  as  often  was  assaulted  so  as  to  put  him  on  the  defensive.  It  is  utterly  im- 
possible that  our  enemy  can  hold  all  his  line  in  strength,  and  we  must  work  to 
the  left.  There  is  no  absolute  necessity  for  undue  haste,  as  time  will  soon  give 
us  the  advantage  of  General  Blair's  troops.  I  will  go  in  person  to  Dallas,  and 
after  inspecting  the  ground  will  begin  the  movement  and  see  if  the  enemy  will  at- 
tempt to  sally,  and  then  judge  whether  we  had  not  better  draw  him  out  and  fight 
him.  We  must  not  remain  on  the  defensive.  Therefore,  in  this  connexion,  I 
wish  you  to  have  your  troops  well  disposed,  the  skirmishers  well  out ;  the  linee 
full,  and  the  reserves  well  disposed  to  be  removed.  Judge  of  the  beet  point  or 
points  to  assault  in  case  that  you  hear  us  more  than  usually  engaged  at  Dallas. 
I  will  bring  Davis  and  McPherson  up  if  possible  to-day,  so  that  your  com- 
mand may  occuppy  all  the  front  embracing  the  several  Alatoona  and  Aekworth 
roads.  I  wish  you  to  see  that  the  high  and  commanding  grounds  near  Picket's 
mill,  which  ought  to  overlook  Leverett's,  be  occupied  in  force,  and  let  the  cav- 
alry patrol  the  road  up  as  far  as  possible.  I  will  repeat  my  orders  to  General 
Stoueman  to  be  active  on  that  flank. 

I  will  probably  be  absent  all  day,  and  in  my  absence  you  can  command  all 
in  this  part  of  the  field,  but  preserve  the  general  plan. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Divisio.n  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Dallas,  May  30,  1864. 

General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

To  move  General  McPherson  up  to  the  centre  he  has  to  make  a  retrograde  of 
a  mile  or  so  owing  to  difficult  ground.  Every  time  he  attempted  to  withdraw 
division  by  division  the  enemy  attacked  his  whole  line ;  it  may  be  on  the  theory 
that  we  wanted  to  draw  off  altogether.  These  assaults  were  made  in  the  night, 
and  were  all  repulsed  with  comparatively  small  loss  to  us,  but  seemingly  heavy 
to  the  enemy.     If  we  can  induce  the  enemy  to  attack  us  it  is  to  our  advantage. 

Don't  expect  us  to  make  much  progress  towards  the  Chattahoochee  till  Blair 
comes  up  and  moves  into  Alatoona  Pass. 

If  General  Banks  and  Admiral  Porter  are  all  out  of  Red  river,  instead  of 
acting  offensively  on  West  Louisiana,  I  advise  that  the  same  command  that 
General  A.  J.  Smith  took  with  him,  re-enforced  by  two  or  three  thousand  from 
Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  be  sent  to  Pascagoula  to  act  against  Mobile  in  concert 
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with  Admiral  Farragut,  according  to  the  original  plan  of  the  campaign.  If 
this  is  feasible,  I  wish  the  orders  to  go  direct  from  the  general-in-chief  to  General 
A.  J.  Smith,  giving  him  authority  to  make  up  his  command  to  ten  thousand 
(10,000)  men,  and  at  once  proceed,  via  Pontchartrain,  to  Pascagoula. 

I  know  that  all  of  Polk*s  army  and  all  the  garrisons  of  Alabami  and  Florida 
are  irith  Johnston,  as  we  have  prisoners  who  have  been  for  two  (2)  years  on 
local  duties  in  those  State?i,  as  well  as  from  their  active  divisions,  viz  :  Loring's, 
French's,  and  Maury's. 

The  movement  of  General  Grant  on  Hanover  Court  House  appears  to  me  ad- 
mirable, and  it  seems  to  me  General  Grant  can  force  Lee  to  attack  him  in 
position  or  to  move  away  towards  Gordonsville  and  Lynchburg. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  General. 


Hbaduuartkrs  Military  Division  op  tub  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  near  Dallas,  May  31,  1864. 

Gbnbral  :  You  will  observe  that  after  full  reflection  and  due  observation,  I 
We  concluded  to  make  the  movement  by  the  left.  To  effect  this,  so  far  as 
70a  are  concerned,  I  advise  you  to-night  to  place  one  brigade  of  Dodge  on  the 
puapefc  of  Jefferson  C.  Davis  immediately  opposite  the  mountain,  and  another 
It  the  new  parapet  in  the  large  field  this  side  of  Dallas.  Then,  at  daylight, 
dnv  off  division  by  division  of  the  15th  army  corps,  and  let  them  march  direct 
far  this  road  by  the  most  convenient  route,  and  proceed  at  once  to  General 
Hooker  and  relieve  him.  The  other  division  of  General  Dodge  should  then 
move  by  the  road  from  Dallas  toward  Burnt  Hickory,  and  halt  at  or  back  of 
Owen's  milL 

After  the  movement  is  past  the  new  parapet  in  the  cleared  field,  the  brigade 
first  posted  there  should  be  moved  to  the  Marietta  road  where  General  Davis's 
battery  is.  This  will  leave  General  Dodge  to  watch  that  flank,  and  the  15th 
corps  to  occupy  General  Hooker's  present  ground.  As  General  Blair  c:innot 
be  expected  as  soon  as  I  had  contemplated,  I  must  use  the  cavalry  to  secure 
Alatoona  Pass. 

It  should  move  by  a  road  outside  of  the  one  first  travelled  by  General 
Dodge's  division,  which  goes  to  Owen's  mill.  If  the  enemy  follows  he  will  do  so 
eantionsly,  and  I  feel  no  doubt  will  be  easily  repulsed. 

1  want  General  Hooker  relieved  as  early  in  the  day  as  possible,  to  give 
General  Schofield  time  to  attack  on  our  extreme  left. 

As  soon  as  the  cavalry  secures  Alatoona  Pass,  I  will  relieve  them  by  infantry, 
^d  recall  the  cavalry  to  our  flanks. 

Yottrs,  truly,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding, 

Major  General  McPhbrson,  J^^^^rj, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  ra^-^^ 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Dallas,  May  31,  1864. 

General  GaRRARD,  Commanding  Division  of  Cavalry,  Dallas: 

I  did  intend  that  General  Blair's  troops,  expected  from  Decatur,  should  take 
the  Alatoona  Pass,  but  he  will  not  be  up  in  time.  Ton  should  start  your  wagons 
for  Burnt  Hickory  this  evening,  and,  when  General  McPherson  gives  the  word, 
move  your  cavalry  by  any  road  across  Pumpkin  Vine  creek  and  outside  the 
fafiutry  op  to  the  same  point.     Then  start  your  wagons  for  Stilesboro'  and 
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Kingston  direct  for  forage  and  supplies.  At  Burnt  Hickory  take  the  road  to- 
wards Carters ville,  till  it  intersects  the  Alatoona  road,  and  follow  it  briskly.  If 
you  find  I  he  pass  occupied,  attack  the  cavalry  with  cavalry,  and  the  infantry 
with  dismounted  men,  and  force  your  way  into  and  through  the  pass  along  the 
railroad  till  you  secure  some  commanding  position.  Then  report  back  to  me 
what  is  done,  and  your  supply  train  can  come  up  to  the  Etowah  bridge  to  yoaa 
rear.  Do  not  be  deterred  by  appearances,  but  act  boldly  and  promptly.  Th« 
success  of  our  movement  depends  on  our  having  Alatoona  Pass.  After  it  \m 
secured,  I  will  recall  you  to  General  McPherson. 

General  Stoneman  approaching  from  the  front  will  shake  any  force  in   th- 
pass. 

I  am  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HUADQUAKTKRS  MrUTARY  DIVISION  OF  THB  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejield,  June  2.  1864. 
General  :  Your  note  of  last  evening  did  not  reach  me  till  this  morning  a 
7  o'clock,  but  I  heard  from  a  scout  in  the  night  that  you  were  in  Alatoona 
Get  a  very  strong  position,  and  feel  forward  across  Alatoona  creek,  toward  Aek 
worti).  Send  to  Kingston  word  that  you  are  in  Alatoona,  and  that  I  want  tix< 
railroad  finished  up  to  that  point  at  once.  General  Garrai-d  can  come  up  toyoi 
from  the  rear,  if  necessary ;  otherwise  he  had  better  be  about  Stilesboro',  to  coioe 
the  road  from  the  south.  I  apprehend  no  serious  trouble  from  the  north,  nor  SLi 
I  suppose  Johnston  will  try  to  dispossess  you  so  long  as  we  are  working  towarc 
Marietta. 

Spare  your  horses  as  much  as  possible,  and  let  them  feed  on  grass.     The  cars 
can  bring  you  corn  to  Etowah  bridge.     Send  me  to-night  the  best  topographical 
sketch  of  the  country  between  you  and  us.     There  is  a  high  and  valuable  trestle- 
work  somewhere  about  Alatoona,  that  I  want  to  save ;  look  to  it  also. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Stonkman, 

Com?nanding  Division  of  Cavalry,  Alatoona, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejicldy  near  Dallas,  June  3,  1864. 

General  :  I  received  your  note  in  the  night,  and  am  not  astonished  that  yon 
could  not  hear  the  sounds  of  battle  in  the  midst  of  the  storm  yesterday. 

General  Schofield  felt  forward  from  the  position  Burnt  Church,  steering  due 
east,  and  found  cavalry  dismounted  all  through  the  woods.  He  advanced  until 
about  dark,  when  he  encountered  infantry  and  artillery,  posted  behind  finished 
breastworks.  To-day  I  will  still  work  by  the  left,  and  get  to  the  railroad  with- 
out weakening  my  line  too  much.  All  I  ask  is,  that  when  we  do  come  in  contact 
with  the  enemy,  on  anything  like  fair  terms  and  proportions,  we  whip  them  mor€ 
fully. 

I  now  hold  Alatoona,  and  shall  aim  to  work  across  to  the  railroad  as  far  easi 
and  south  as  I  can,  without  too  heavy  a  loss.  If  you  do  hear  sounds  of  batth 
you  will  know  that  Johnston  will  naturally  draw  from  his  left  (to  your  front 
on  the  theory  that  we  are  there  on  the  defensive.  Therefore,  when  you  do  bea 
sounds  of  battle,  hold  the  enemy  there,  or  take  advantage  of  his  weakening  tba 
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flank.      In  my  jadgment,  the  point  that  furnishes  you  most  advantages  and 
cover  is  about  where  Bntterfield's  centre  was,  where  a  small  stream  comes  from 
the  east  and  crosses  our  line  near  where  a  cabin  stood,  and  from  which  there  is 
an  open  field,  with  dead  timber  to  the  front.     If  we  can  carry  a  single  point  and 
hold  it,  thereabouts,  we  gain  advantage.     General  Dodge  should  intrench  the 
main  part  of  his  command  at  the  two  points  designated,  but  patrols  and  skir- 
mishers should  fill  the  woods  to  the  south,  especially  where  General  Jeff.  C. 
Davis  was,  in  front  of  that  hill.     You  should  give  great  attention  to  the  browsing 
of  all  animals,  where  there  is  a  leisure  moment,  and  empty  wagons  and  caissons 
should  be  sent  for  growing  wheat,  barley,  oats  or  rye,  as  well  as  grass,  or  such 
lushes  as  horses  and  mules  eat.     I  may  send  a  brigade  of  General  Thomas  up 
towards  Alatoona,  but  I  want  General  Blair  to  march  up  and  through  that  pass, 
and  on  as  far  as  he  can.     In  the  mean  time  I  will  hold  it  with  cavalry. 

Should  any  specific  attack  be  required  of  you,  I  will  send  special  orders ;  but 
in  their  absence  act  promptly,  and  with  confidence  on  these  general  principles. 
Keep  your  pioneers  at  all  times  opening  and  improving  roads  from  your  rear  up 
towards  Alatoona  and  Burnt  Hickory. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  McPhbrsox, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


LCipher.] 

Kbaduuartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field  near  head  of  Alatoona  Creek^  fourteen  miles 

West  of  Marietta,  June  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D,  C: 

Mj  left  is  now  well  around,  covering  all  roads  from  the  south  to  the  railroad 
about  Ack worth.  My  cavalry  has  been  at  Ack worth,  and  occupies  in  force  all 
the  Alatoona  Pass,  and  I  have  ordered  the  railroad  to  be  finished  across  the 
Etowah  up  to  Alatoona  bridge.  General  Blair  is  not  yet  at  Rome,  but  is  hourly 
expected,  and  I  await  him  to  push  on  to  Marietta  and  the  Chattahoochee. 

It  has  been  raining  for  three  days,  making  roads  bad  and  swelling  all  the 
"•mall  mountain  creeks,  which,  however,  are  easily  bridged,  and  run  out  very 
i^m.  It  is  still  raining.  As  soon  as  I  hear  of  General  Blair,  I  will  swing  east 
bj  north  over  to  the  railroad,  leaving  Johnston  to  my  right.  He  is  in  force 
occapjiug  blind  and  difficult  ground,  and  we  continue  skirmishing  along  the 
whole  front,  each  party  inviting  the  other  to  attack. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Headuuartbrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Alatoona  Creek,  June  5,  1864. 
Gbnbral:  General  McPherson  reports  the  enemy  gone  from  his  front;  he 
has  advanced  his  skirmishers  half  a  mile  east  of  New  Hope  church,  capturing  a 
lieutenant  and  thirty  men.  If  you  feel  your  front,  it  too  will  be  found  aban- 
doned, save  by  a  small  guard.  The  movement  indicated  in  yesterday's  orders 
will  therefore  be  executed,  and  I  have  so  instructed  General  McPherson.  After 
feeling  your  front  prepare  to  move  your  whole  command  by  McCook's  former 
headquarters,  northeast  across  Alatoona  creek  towards  Andcrsonville  or  Kene- 
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saw  Station,  connecting  by  pickets  with  General  McPhereon  about  Ackworth. 
I  propose  then  to  complete  our  line  of  railroad,  replenish  and  prepare  to  follow 
the  enemy  to  and  beyond  the  Chattahoochee,  according  to  the  point  Johnston 
selects  for  defence.  General  Schofield  can  remain  where  he  now  is  until  you 
have  passed,  and  then  join  your  right.  The  only  thing  that  requires  despatch 
is  the  bridge  at  the  Etowah  where  the  railroad  crosses,  and  I  wish  you  to  get 
your  pontoons  there  as  soon  as  possible.  I  consider  the  road  from  the  Burnt 
Church  to  Alatoona  more  safe  than  that  by  Burnt  Hickory. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


[Cipher.] 


Hbadquartbrs  Mn.iTARY  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihejield,  Alatoona  Creek,  June  5,  1564. 
Major  General  Hallkck,  Washingtont  D,  C : 

The  enemy  discovering  us  creeping  around  his  rieht  flank,  abandoned  his  po 
sition  and  marched  off  last  night.  We  captured  about  thirty  of  their  picket! 
at  daylight.  General  McPheison  is  moving  to-day  for  Ackworth — General 
Thomas  on  the  direct  Marietta  road,  and  General  Schofield  on  his  right.  It  has 
been  raining  hard  for  three  days,  and  the  roads  are  very  heavy.  The  construc- 
tion party  is  at  work  on  the  Etowah  bridge,  and  should  repair  it  in  five  (5) 
days,  when  I  will  move  on  to  Marietta.  I  expect  the  enemy  to  fight  us  at 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  near  Marietta,  but  I  will  not  run  head  on  his  fortifications. 
An  examination  of  his  abandoned  line  here  shows  an  immense  line  of  works,  all 
of  which  I  have  turned  with  less  loss  to  ourselves  than  we  have  inflicted  on 
him.  The  wheat  fields  of  the  country  are  our  chief  supply  of  forage,  and  we 
have  in  camp  bread,  meat,  sugar,  and  coffee  for  many  days,  ample  until  the  rail- 
road will  be  complete  to  Ackworth. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Hbaduuartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Alatoona  Creek,  June  6,  1864. 

General:  Captain  Poe  brought  me  late  in  the  evening  a  sketch  made  by 
Colonel  Asmussen,  copy  of  which  he  says  you  have.  This  sketch  clearly 
marks  the  strategic  points  in  our  advance.  The  place  marked  "  court-house" 
must  be  the  Golgotha  of  our  map.  I  wish  you  to  put  your  centre  anywhere  be- 
tween the  court-house  and  Mrs.  HalPs,  with  your  wings  up  the  road  towards 
Dr.  Elliott's  and* Big  Shanty,  "Shandy  Hotel,"  and  toward  the  "Hard  Shell 
church."  Have  a  small  picket  at  Peters's,  the  "  White  House,"  and  General 
Mcpherson  will  connect  with  you  there  and  about  Dr.  Elliott's. 

Should  the  enemy  be  in  force  about  Dr.  Elliott's,  we  must  strengthen  the 
connexion  by  the  road  by  J.  McClain's,  White  House,  Durham's,  Davenport's, 
Chastine,  &c. 

I  will  go  myself  to-day  to  Ackworth  and  have  the  telegraph  opened  there, 
and  give  all  orders  for  making  Alatoona  a  strong  fortified  depot,  with  a  place  of 
issue  at  Ackworth.  I  think  in  three  days  we  should  be  all  ready  to  go  to 
Marietta.     I  will  have  the  main  force  of  General  McPherson  on  Proctor's  creek 
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ibout  Fitzgerald's  and  W.  J.  Phillips',  with  pickets  and  patrols  forward  to  Dr. 
Elliott's. 

1  think  General  Schoficld  had  better  stay  where  he  is  until  you  get  in  a  bet- 
ter position,  when  we  can  place  him  about  the  Hard  Shell  cliurch  or  Williams', 
iiccording  to  the  developments  of  the  enemy,     lie  will  be  instructed  to  come  at 
your  call,  or  on  the  sound  of  battle. 
Ik  careful  to  shift  everything  on  our  back  track  across  to  the  Alatoona  road. 
I  want  to  spare  our  cavalry  as  much  as  po-^sible  to  get  ready  for  the  move  ou 
Oi»elika,  if  Johnston  has  gone  beyond  the  Chattahoochee. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cotninanding, 
Miijor  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


JIradquarters  Military  DivrsioN  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Achworth,  Ga,,  June  3,  1864 — 12  m. 
Majnr  General  Hallpxk,  Washington,  D.  C: 

I  Am  now  on  the  railroad  at  Ackworth  Station  and  have  full  possession  for- 
Tvd  to  within  six  (6)  miles  of  Marietta.  All  well.  Telegraph  me  all  items 
of  news  to  date.  Has  the  movement  on  Mobile  been  ordered  ?  General  Canby 
tflegraplis  me  that  he  can  spare  General  A.  J.  Smith.  All  I  ask  is  the  co- 
operation of  Farragut's  fleet. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Ubadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ackworth,  June  1,  1864. 
Major  General  Blair,  Kingston,  Georgia: 

In?iead  of  marching  via  Euharlee  and  Stilesboro'  march  direct  for  this  place,  vin 
Cartersville  and  Alatoona.  There  is  a  pontoon  bridge  at  the  railroad  crossing; 
leave  a  regiment  at  that  bridge,  and  relieve  General  Garrard's  cavalry,  and  the 
yance  of  a  brigade  at  Alatoona,  reliveing  General  Stoneman's  cavalry. 

I  want  you  to  have  ten  (10)  days*  supply  cm  arrival,  ready  for  the  Chattahoo- 
chee. Now  is  the  time  for  big  licks,  so  be  alive  night  and  day.  At  the  pontoon 
try  and  manage  that  your  command  crosses  between  midnight  and  daylight,  when 
it  is  not  occupied  by  the  supply  trains.  I  want  to  go  to  Marietta  on  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday,  and  feel  down  to  the  Chattahoochee  next  djiy.  Order  the 
brigade  left  at  Alatoona  to  be  provided  with  tools,  and  to  intrench  both  ends  of 
■J    tiM;  pass  very  strong.     General  McPherson  is  here  with  his  command. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Arkworth,  June  7,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D,  C. : 

i  have  been  to  Alatoona  Pass,  and  find  it  admirable  for  our  purposes.     It  is 
the  gate  throngh  the  last  or  most  eastern  spur  of  the  Alleghanies.     It  now  be- 
comes aa  useful  to  QB  as  it  was  to  the  enemy,  being  easily  defended  from  either 
6* 
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direction.  My  left,  General  McPlicreon,  now  lies  on  the  railroad,  in  front  ol 
Ackworth,  seven  miles  southeast  of  Alatoona;  centre,  Greneral  Thomas,  thrw 
miles  south,  on  a  main  Marietta  road ;  and  right,  General  Schofield,  two  milei 
further,  a  little  refused. 

The  cars  now  come  to  the  Etowah  river,  and  we  have  sent  baok  to  roplcnisl 
our  supplies  for  a  ten  days'  move,  to  commence  on  Thursday,  the  9th  instani 
Colonel  Wright  reports  it  will  take  him  ten  days,  eight  of  which  yet  remain,  t 
have  cars  come  to  Ackworth. 

General  Blair  was  at  Kingston  last  night,  and  will  be  across  the  Etowah  ttc 
night,  and  will  be  up  with  us  to-morrow.  We  have  three  pontoon  bridges  4 
Etowah.  I  will  leave  a'biigade  in  the  pass,  covering  the  bridge  and  its  eastev 
debouche,  and  have  sent  Captain  Poe,  United  States  engineers,  to  lay  out  H 
works.  The  roads  here  into  Georgia  are  large  and  good,  and  the  country  moj 
open. 

The  enemy  is  not  in  our  immediate  front,  but  hie  signals  are  on  Lost  monntai 
and  Kenesaw.  I  have  had  the  cavalry  at  Alatoona  Pass  to  get  forage,  but  oj 
the  9th  will  bring  it  forward.  Colonel  Long's  brigade  is  with  Blair,  and  wih 
re-enforce  our  cavalry  by  two  thousand  horses. 

I  send  you  by  mail  to-day  copies  of  my  orders  up  to  date,  with  Atlanta 
papers  of  the  5th. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Divrsiox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefieldj  Ackworth,  June  8,  1864, 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D,  C: 

General  Blair  arrived  to-day  with  two  divisions  of  the  17th  army  corps,  abont 
nine  thousand  (9,000)  strong,  having  left  about  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  in  the  Ala- 
toona Pass  to  fortify  and  hold  it.  Colonel  Wright,  railroad  superintendent, 
reports  he  will  have  the  Etowah  bridge  done  by  the  12th  instant. 

To-morrow  I  will  feel  forward  with  cavalry,  and  follow  up  with  infantry  the 
moment  the  enemy  devek^p  his  designs. 

If  he  fight  at  the  Kenesaw  mountain,  I  will  turn  it ;  but  if  he  select  the  line  of 
the  ('hattahoochee,  then  I  must  study  the  case  a  little  more  before  I  commit 
myself. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippr, 

In  the  field,  Acktoorth,  June  10,  1864. 
Major  Greneral  Halleck,  Washington  D.  C: 

Our  cavalry  yesterday  developed  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  a  line  alon 
the  hills  from  Kenesaw  to  Lost  mountain.  We  are  now  marching  by  three  rcMid 
all  towards  Kenesaw,  and  shall  feel  the  position  in  force  tO'^y,  prepared  to  attic 
or  turn  it  to-morrow.    All  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Ccmmandimg. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Big  Shanty,  June  11,  1S64. 
General  Hallbck  Washington,  D.  C: 

Johnston  is  intrenched  on  the  hills  emhracing  T/)8t  mountain,  Pine  Hill,  and 
Kenesaw.  Our  lines  are  down  to  him,  but  it  has  rained  so  hard,  and  the  ground 
iaw  boggy,  that  we  have  not  developed  anyvweak  point  or  flank! 

I  will  proceed  with  due  caution,  and  try  and  make  no  mistake.  The  Etowah 
bridge  is  done,  and  the  constroction  train  has  been  to  our  very  camps.  Sup- 
plies will  now  be  accumulated  in  Alatoona  Pass,  or  brought  right  up  to  our 
iinei. 

One  of  my  chief  objects  being  to  give  full  employment  to  Joe  Johnston,  it 
makea  but  little  difference  where  he  is,  so  he  is  not  on  his  way  to  Virginia. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  13,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

We  have  had  hard  and  cold  rains  for  about  ten  days.  A  gleam  of  sunshine 
thi*  evening  gives  hopes  of  a  change.  The  roads  are  insufficient  here,  and  the 
fi*^ld-  and  new  ground  are  simply  impassable  to  wheels.  As  soon  as  possible  I 
vill  s^tudy  Johnston's  position  on  Kenesaw  and  Lost  mountain,  and  adopt  some 
I'lan  to  dislodge  him,  or  draw  him  out  of  his  position.  We  cannot  risk  the  heavy 
l«>>:«e;»  rf  an  assault  at  this  distance  from  our  base.  Cars  now  come  to  our  very 
fiY,nt  camps.     All  well. 

There  are  troops  enough  in  Kentucky  to  manage  Morgan,  and  in  Tennessee 
to  watch  Forrest,  should  he  make  his  appearance,  as  Johnston  doubtless  calcu- 
lates. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Lexington,  Kentucky, 

June  13,  1864—9.10  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Morgan  entered  Kentucky  with  nearly  three  thousand  (3,000)  men,  through 
Pound  Gap,  June  4.  June  7  I  started  in  pursuit  from  the  mouth  of  Beaver  or 
Big  Sandy  ;  attacked  him  at  Mount  Sterling  at  daylight  June  9.  Kebel  loss 
nearly  six  hundred  (600)  prisoners,  ours  about  twenty- five  (25) killed,  and  one 
Inndred  wounded.  1  drove  him  via  Lexington  to  Cynthiana,  where  I  attacked 
at  daylight  yesterday  a.  m.,  gaining  a  complete  victory.  Rebel  loss  three  hundred 
(300)  killed  and  four  hundred  (400)  prisoners,  besides  wounded.  I  captured 
orer  one  thousand  (1,000)  horses,  and  recaptured  most  of  General  Hobson's  com- 
nand  taken  by  Morgan  the  day  before.  Our  loss  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
(150)  killed  and  wounded.  The  rebel  force  is  scattered,  and  small  squads  without 
arms  or  ammunition,  and  wholly  demoralized,  are  being  pursued  and  picked  up 
in  every  direction. 

S.  G.  BURBRIDGE, 
Brigadier  General  United  tHates  Volunteers. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  t/ic  field,  Big  Shanty,  June  14,  1S64. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

I  have  juftt  received  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  onr  party  sent  out  from  Mf-ra- 
phis,  whose  chief  object  was  to  hdhl  Forrest  there  and  keep  him  off  our  road. 
Of  course,  it  is  to  be  deplored,  but  we  must  prepare  for  all  contingencies.  I 
have  ordered  A.  J.  Smith  not  to  go  to  Mobile,  bntto  go  out  from  ^lemphis  and 
defeat  Forrest  at  all  costs.  I  know  positively  that  all  of  Polk's  command  is  here 
from  Mississippi,  viz  :  Loring's  and  French's  divi:<ions,  and  three  (3 )  brigades  of 
cavalry — Ferguson's,  lloss',  and  Stark's.  Forrest  has  only  his  own  cavalry, 
which  had  started  for  North  Alabama,  and  the  militia  under  (xholson.  I  cannot 
understand  how  he  could  defeat  Sturgis  with  eight  thousand  (8,000)  men.  Oar 
troups  must  resume  the  offensive  from  Memphis. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejii'ld,  Big  Shanty,  Ga.,  June  15,  1864. 

Dkar  General  :  In  further  explanation  of  my  orders  of  the  day,  I  will  add, I 
will  be  with  General  McPherson  up  to  near  noon ;  after  that  with  General  Thomas's 
troops,  near  Howard's  left,  on  l*almer's  right,  on  the  Burnt  Hickory  road.  Of 
course,  if  an  assault  mu.-^t  be  made  on  the  enemy's  lines,  it  devolves  rightfully  on 
the  strongest  army,  and  where  it  will  do  most  good.  A  breach  suDicient  for  me 
to  pass  the  head  of  two  columns  about  midway  between  Kenesaw  and  Pine  moun- 
tains will  be  best ;  although,  if  possible,  one  near  the  Sand  Town  road  would 
be  very  good.  Of  course,  the  enemy  is  strongest  on  his  right,  and  1  doubt  whether 
his  left  exceeds  one  division,  and  some  cavalry.  I  infer  from  an  intercepted 
despatch  that  Jackson's  cavalry  is  sent,  or  will  be  to-day,  on  an  errand  to  our 
rear.  Now  if  you  can  mask  a  column  anywhere  about  Cox's  left,  as  near  the 
Sand  Town  road  as  possible,  and  post  it  under  cover,  and  secure  some  hill  that 
will  enable  you  to  approach  nearer  the  enemy  than  you  now  are,  will  be  a  great 
point  gained,  and  1  prefer  you  should  work  in  your  own  way,  but  try  and  draw 
to  your  extreme  riglit  Hank  as  much  of  the  enemy  as  you  can  iirsr.  A  brigade 
passing  over  the  barricade  near  General  Davis's  house,  half  seen  to  the  enemy, 
and  deploying  well  off  to  your  right  towards  Lost  Mountain,  taking  all  the  cover 
possible  and  moving  about  with  considerable  eccentricity,  would  have  the  desired 
effect,  while  the  rear  column,  as  also  that  of  General  Stoneman,  should  act  as 
much  under  cover  as  possible.  A  couple  of  brigades  could  hold  your  lines  agaiu:<t 
any  probable  attack. 

Although  I  did  not  clearly  see  the  ground  yesterday,  I  inferred  that  the 
skirmishing  party  you  sent  out  the  first  day  had  cro8S(?d  the  mahi  Alatoona  creek. 
The  lodgement,  unless  made  across  east  of  Alatoona  creek,  would  not  improve 
your  present  position ;  but  it  is  manifest  your  lines,  where  they  now  are,  do  not 
threaten  the  enemy. 

lie  must  regard  them  as  precautionary  or  defensive,  and,  therefore,  is  at  liberty 
to  draw  off  frt.m  that  quarter  everything  but  skirmishers.  To  lessen  the  force  io 
front  of  General  Thomas  you  should,  before  two  (2)  p.  m.,  force  the  enemy  to 
Btrengthen  that  part  of  his  line  at  the  expense  of  his  centre. 

01  course,  the  position  at  Hard  Shell  church  is  your  chief  aim,  bnt  as  that 
may  be  and  is  doubtless  impossible  nuw,  1  prefer  one  anywhere  about  the  head 
of  one  of  the  branches  of  Alatoona  creek,  between  Hard  Shell  and  Hart. 
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I  have  just  learned  that  General  Howard  is  in  possession  of  Pine  Hill.     This 
makes  our  movement  more  easy  and  necessary. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
General  Schofield,  Me.  Olive  Church, 


Hbadquartbrs  MrLiTARv  Division  of  the  Mississrppr, 

In  the  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  15,  1S64. 

General  :  After  the  long  storm  had  cleared  away  I  examined  carefully  our 
whole  front,  and  found  the  enemy  occupying  the  series  of  broken  ridges  and 
hills  which  form  the  water-slied  between  the  Etowah  and  Chattahoochee,  em- 
bracing three  prominent  peaks — Kenesaw,  Pine  Hill,  and  Lost  Mountain.  Pine 
Hill  is  about  four  (4)  miles  southwest  of  Kenesaw,  and  was  the  apex  of  the  tri- 
anglet  the  salient  of  the  enemy's  position.  All  seemed  well  fortified  and  con- 
nected by  lines  of  breastworks  in  the  midst  of  dense  chestnut  woods.  I  first 
ordered  Thomas  to  push  Palmer's  and  Howard's  corps  in  the  interval  between 
Kenesaw  and  Pine  Hill  until  they  occupied  a  certain  road,  the  batteries  in 
front  of  Pine  Hill  occupying  the  attention  of  the  enemy ;  one  of  the  shots  killed 
Bishop  Polk.  The  movement  was  perfectly  successful,  and  this  morning  Pine 
Hill  was  abandoned  to  us,  strongly  fortified.  This  morning  1  ordered  Scho- 
field, on  the  right,  to  threaten  Lost  Mountain,  and  McPherson  to  turn  Kenesaw 
by  the  left,  while  Thomas  pushed  his  whole  army  to  break  the  centre.  Scho- 
field cjirried  the  first  line  of  the  enemy's  works,  left  exposed  by  the  loss  of 
Pine  Hill,  and  has  some  fifty  prisoners.  McPherson  carried  a  hill  to  his  left 
front,  taking  the  fourteenth  Alabama  regiment  entire,  three  hundred  and  twenty 
(320)  strong,  and  Thomas  has  pushed  the  enemy  back  about  a  mile  and  a  half, 
and  is  still  moving.  I  hope  he  will  pass  the  dividing  ridge,  in  which  case  the 
enemy's  position  will  be  untenable.  I  left  him  about  sundown,  but  the  ground 
was  so  obscured  by  bushes  that  we  could  not  discern  whether  the  enemy  had  a 
second  line  of  earthworks  connecting  Kenesaw  and  Lost  Mountain,  and  I  don't 
want  to  give  them  time  to  form  one.  From  Pine  Hill  we  can  see  Marietta. 
Losses  to-day  very  small,  it  having  been  one  grand  skirmish  extending  along  a 
front  of  eight  miles.  An  intercepted  despatch  reports  the  death,  by  a  cannon 
shot,  of  Bishop  Polk,  ai|d  is  confirmed  by  the  prisoners. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Major  General  Halle(  k, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  16,  1864. 
General  :  Continue  to  work  toward  the  lower  Marietta  road,  aiming  to 
reach  nearly  the  same  point  that  Thomas  heads  for,  viz..  Hart's  ;  but  with  small 
detachments  and  skirmishers  keep  all  the  time  feeling  over  about  Lost  Mountain  ; 
it  is  not  necessary  to  keep  up  connected  lines.  We  are  not  on  the  defensive, 
except  as  to  our  wagons  and  supplies,  and  should  invite  the  enemy  out.  Send 
worn  to  General  Stoneman  and  have  him  to  feel  well  around  Lost  Mountain. 
The  enemy  have  had  no  signal  on  it  for  some  days ;  still  I  know  they  are  sen- 
•itive  about  that  flank.  Get  all  your  guns  to  the  front,  where  they  can  con- 
rerge  on  some  point  of  the  enemy,  knock  away  the  obstructions  and  make  a 
breach.     I  will  try  the  same  at  General  Thomas's  front. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cominanding. 
General  Schofield,  Present, 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Miutary  Divrsiox  of  the  Mississippf. 

In  the  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  16,  1864. 

General  IIalleck,  Washingtouy  D.  C, : 

General  Thomas  did  not  make  the  progress  last  night  T  expected.  He  found 
the  enemy  strongly  intrenched  on  a  line  slightly  advanced  from  a  straight  line 
connecting  Lost  Mountain  and  Kenesaw.  1  have  heen  along  it  to-day,  and  am 
pressing  up  close ;  shall  study  it,  and  am  now  inclined  to  feign  on  both  flanks 
and  assault  the  centre.  It  may  cost  us  dear,  but  in  results  would  Burpaes  an 
attempt  to  pass  round.  The  enemy  has  a  strong  position  and  covers  his  roa4 
well,  and  the  only  weak  point  of  his  game  is  in  having  the  Chattahoochee  to 
his  rear.  If  by  assaulting  I  can  break  his  line,  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  produce  a  decisive  effect.  1  know  he  shifts  his  troops  about  to  meet  onr 
supposed  attacks,  and  thereby  fatigues  his  men,  and  the  woods  will  enable  me 
to  mask  our  movements. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher,] 


Headquarters  Military  Diviston  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Big  Shanty,  June  17,  18G4. 
General  Halleck,  Washington : 

By  last  night  we  had  worked  our  way  so  close  to  Johnston's  centre  that  be 
saw  that  the  assault  must  follow.  He  declined  it,  and  abandoned  Lost  Mountain 
and  some  six  miles  of  as  good  field-works  as  1  ever  saw.  My  right  and  centre 
are,  in  consequence,  swung  forward,  so  that  my  right  now  threatens  his  railroad 
to  Atlanta.  I  worked  hard  to-day  to  get  over,  to  that  road,  but  the  troops  seem 
timid  in  these  dense  forests  of  stumbling  on  a  hidden  breastwork  I  therefore 
simply  report  good  progress  to-day — some  hundred  prisoners,  and  but  few  livea 
lost.  We  begin  to  find  more  fields  and  cleared  land.  McPherscm  still  facea 
Kenesaw,  covering  our  railroad.  General  Thomas  is  on  a  curve  line  from  Kene- 
saw around  to  where  the  Sandtown  road  forks  off  fr<^  the  lower  road  from 
Dallas  to  Marietta;  and  Schofield  is  massed  on  the  Sandtown  road,  head  of 
column  at  Nose's  creek. 

Enemy  still  holds  Kenesaw  in  force,  and  lies  back  of  Nose's  creek,  near  the 
Atlanta  road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding* 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missis.sippi, 

In  the  field,  Big  Shanty,  June  18,  1804. 

General:  As  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit,  I  propose  to  operate  against 
the  enemy's  left  from  the  position  on  the  Sandtown  road  near  the  Darby  Place, 
which  is  near  Nose's  creek,  and  where  a  main  Marietta  road  makes  off  with  a 
right  angle  from  the  Sandtown  road. 

General  Schofield  will  move  substantially  by  the  Sandtown  road,  varying 
his  direction  eastwardly  if  he  finds  the  enemy's  flank.  General  Thomas  will 
move  directly  against  the  enemy's  left  flank.  Hooker  is  on  his  right,  Howard 
centre,  and  Palmer  left. 

I  will  instruct  General  Thomas  to  push  Palmer's  line  forward,  close  up  to 
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Kenesaw,  and  then  draw  off  by  his  right  flank  in  case  his  whole  corps  is  called 
ou,  bat  to  leave  a  division  or  brigade  to  cover  his  lines ;  but  if  the  enemy  meets 
it  with  his  whole  force,  it  may  be  necessary  to  draw  out  all  Palmer's  corps. 
But  this  will  demonstrate  that  the  enemy's  lines  are  weak,  and  no  apprehension 
need  be  felt  of  their  assuming  the  offensive  against  you.  Still  the  contingency 
may  arise  that  will  compel  your  command,  also,  to  move  by  the  right  flank, 
following,  as  it  were,  the  movement  of  Palmer;  although  I  should  prefer  you 
to  advance  by  the  direct  road  to  Marietta. 

I  want  you,  by  your  staff  officers,  to  examine  the  ground  from  your  right 
around  to  the  place  I  have  described  as  Darby's,  as  also  to  watch  closely  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  to  secure  a  posi- 
^on  forward  on  the  ridge  over  which  the  railroad  and  main  Marietta  road  pass, 
and  pursue  always  in  case  of  retreat.  In  any  event,  should  you  hear  hoiivy 
fighting  off  to  the  right  of  Kenesaw,  make  the  strongest  possible  demonstration 
on  your  whole  front,  and  break  through  if  our  operations  on  that  flank  weaken 
the  enemy. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandifig. 
Major  General  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  18,  1864. 

General  :  As  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit,  I  propose  we  shall  attack  and 
drive  the  enemy's  left  flank.  I  propose  that  General  Schofield  shall  move  in 
strong  column  down  the  Sandtown  road,  and  vary  his  course  to  the  right  or  left 
until  he  finds  the  flank;  that  you  move,  as  it  were,  on  a  grand  left  wheel  in  the 
order  your  troops  now  stand.  Draw  from  Palmer  division  by  division,  giving, 
if  possible,  McPherson  notice  when  the  last  division  (Davis's)  is  called  out  of 
po?ition,  that  he  may  dispose  accordingly.  McPherson  has  orders  to  watch 
well  th»?  eff<ict  on  the  enemy,  and  at  the  first  possible  chance  to  push  forward 
ou  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  main  Marietta  road,  break  through  the  enemy, 
and  pursue  him  or  secure  a  position  on  the  commanding  ridge  over  which  these 
roads  pass.  It  is  barely  possible  that  McPherson  may  be  cilled  on  also  to  re- 
enforce  your  movement  by  covering  by  his  right  flank,  and  I  have  instructed 
him  to  study  the  ground  with  that  view;  though,  if  it  can  possibly  be  obviated, 
I  do  not  wi.'^h  to  uncover  Big  Shanty  and  our  railroad. 

I  have  just  received  Howard's  report  by  signal,  that  he  has  carried  two  lines 
of  the  enemy,  and  has  his  batteries  up  within  two  hundred  yards  of  his  main 
line.  I  am  very  anxious  to  ascertain,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  if  the 
enemy  has  any  part  of  his  main  line  this  side  of  Nose's  creek,  and  would  like 
Palmer  to  feel  forward  with  a  very  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  and  supports  until 
he  finds  the  earthworks  along  the  base  of  Kenesaw  south  of  the  railroad.  Dodge 
and  Osterhaus  are  up  close  to  the  base  north  of  the  railroad ;  but  last  night  I 
followed  Davis's  pickets,  and,  though  advanced  during  yesterday,  they  appeared 
to  me  still  a  h)ng  distance  back  from  Kenesaw. 

I  fluppose  Hooker  to  be  west  of  Mud  creek  and  near  its  mouth,  and  that 
Howard  is  near  brother  Ballinger's  or  widow  Ballinger's,  and  P^llmer  is  from 
Britt's  to  Jack  Smith's;  what  we  want,  then,  is  tiic  ground  from  Cheatham's  to 
Latimer's,  Brand,  and  Wallace. 

My  impression  is,  the  enemy's  best  forts  will  be  found  where  the  rail  and  main 
Marietta  ritads  pass  around  the  north  end  of  Kenesaw,  along  the  north  base  of 
Kenesaw,  to  some  point  behind  Nose's  creek,  and  then  along  back  of  Nose's 
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creek  indefinitely.  Until  Schofield  develops  the  flank,  we  ebould  move  with 
due  caution;  but  the  moment  it  is  found,  or  we  arc  satisfied  the  enemy  haa 
lengthened  his  line  beyond  his  ability  to  defend,  we  must  strike  quick  and  with 
great  energy. 

The  weather  is  villanously  bad ;  but  I  hope  to-morrow  will  be  clear.     Send 
me  word  if  you  can  define  on  our  map  Hooker's  and  Howard's  positions,  assum- 
ing Schofield's  to  be  on  the  Saudtown  road  near  the  forks. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  * 


[Cipher  ] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  20,  1864. 
General  Rousseau,  Nashville. 

The  division  of  John  E.  Smith  is  ordered  up  from  Huntsville  to  Kingston ;  it 
will  leave  the  brigade  of  Dodge  at  Decatur  for  a  short  time,  to  wait  and  ?t« 
what  Forrest  will  do,  I  propose  to  keep  him  occupied  from  Memphis.  He 
whipped  Sturgis  fair  and  square,  and  now  I  will  put  against  him  A.  J.  Smith 
and  Mower  and  let  them  try  their  hand.  But  you  should  at  all  times  have 
things  so  arranged  that  you  are  prepared  for  his  appearance  about  Florence  and 
Waterloo.  You  should  keep  scouts  and  parties  out  all  the  time  to  break  up  hia 
posts  in  the  centre  to  the  west  and  south  side  of  the  Tennessee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Comtnanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  qf  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  20,  1864. 

General:  It  is  manifest  the  enemy  is  manoeuvring  on  our  communications, 
and  is  reaching  as  far  back  as  Dal  ton  and  Cleveland.  1  have  ordered  General 
McPherson  to  call  up  the  division  of  John  E.  Smith  fmm  Huntsville,  to  take 
post  at  Kingston.  That  will  give  General  Steedman  three  good  detachments 
along  the  Etowah — Rome,  Kingston,  and  Alatoona.  1  have  instructed  him  to 
send  to  Rome  a  regiment  of  Alabama  cavalry  that  is  hanging  round  here  of  no 
use,  with  orders  to  scout  across  the  Tennessee  to  Guntersville,  towards  Gads- 
den, &c.  Now,  as  soon  as  these  changes  can  be  made — and  they  will  be  initiated 
at  once — you  had  better  give  Lowe  all  cavalry  back  of  the  Etowah,  and  keep 
him  off  along  the  old  Tennessee  road,  from  Cartersville,  Spring  Place,  &c.,  with 
orders,  at  his  discretion,  to  venture  out  to  EUijay,  Dahlonega,  Gumming,  &c. 

General  Steedman  was  here  last  night,  and  has  returned.  He  wants  tram 
guard,  and  I  have  also  ordered  you  to  supply  him  a  thousand  men,  which  is  the 
equivalent  of  present  garrison  of  Kingston,  which  will  be  relieved  by  John  E. 
Smithes  division  as  soon  as  it  can  come  from  Huntsville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
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Hbadquartbbs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fivhh  June  20,  1864. 
Gbnbbal  :  General  Blair's  application  for  a  mounted  force  of  two  companies 
ii  received.     During  our  operations  here,  where  infantry  and  artillery  alone  can 
act,  our  cavalry  must  all  be  kept  on  llie  grand  flanks  and  on  our  communications ; 
as  it  is*,  our  cavalry  is  liable  to  be  absorbed  in  orderly  and  courier  duty,  leaving 
our  flanks  and  rear  at  the  mercy  of  our  enemy.     This  1  muet  prevent.     1  insist 
on  all  organized  cavalry  being  massed  on  our  flanks  and  rear,  at  present,  where 
it  caa  act  to  accomplish  some  militiiry  result.     I  know  there  are  plenty  of  officers 
and  men  mounted  in  all  the  corps  and  divir^ions,  that  can  be  collected  and  made 
into  orderlies  and  couriers.     I  wish  you  to  make  this  rule  general  in  your  army. 
The  two  companies  ordered  from  General  Blair  to  their  regiment  was  at  the 
earnest  appeal  of  the  cavalry  officers. 
I  am,  &C.9 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  McPhbrson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Nashville,  June  20, 1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

On  recently  leaving  Washington,  to  organize  colored  troops  in  Kentucky,  the 
Secretary  of  War  desired  me  to  proceed  to  Chattanooga  and  put  mysc^lf  in  com- 
oaoication  with  you,  and  he  expressed  his  strong  desire  that  you  would  give  fa- 
cililie:?  for  organizations  within  your  command.  1  request  that  you  will  send  the 
negroes,  who  may  come  in  or  be  gathered  in  by  your  forces,  to  this  place,  where 
they  can  the  more  readily  be  organized  and  provided  for.  If  you  desire  to 
form  regiments  with  your  army,  do  so,  and  send  me  the  roster  of  the  officers 
appointed.  I  have  seen  your  recent  order  respecting  the  enlistment  of  negroes, 
the  practical  working  of  which,  it  seems  to  me,  will  almost  altogether  stop  re- 
cruiting with  your  army.  1  know  not  under  what  circumstances  it  was  issued, 
hm  the  imprisonment  of  officers  for  disobedience  seems  to  me  a  harsh  measure. 
^  ould  it  not  be  better  to  organize  the  negroes,  and  from  them  make  the  neces- 
sary details  for  the  staff  departments  ? 

Of  course,  I  do  not  wish  to  deprive  you  of  any  negroes  you  may  require  for 
service  with  your  army,  and  have  sent  a  copy  of  the  order  to  the  Secretary  of 
^Var.  I  leave  for  Chattanooga  this  evening,  where  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
you, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant  General  United  States  Army, 


Headquarters  Military  Divisiox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Big  Shanty,  June  Ul,  1864. 
iI«jor  General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D.  C  ; 

This  is  the  nineteenth  day  of  rain,  and  the  prospect  of  clear  weather  as  far  off 
M  ever.  The  roads  are  impassable,  and  fields  and  woods  become  quagmires 
>fter  a  few  wagons  have  crossed.  Yet  we  are  at  work  all  the  time.  The  left 
^k  18  across  Noonday,  and  the  right  across  Nose's  creek.  The  enemy  holds 
Kenesaw,  a  conical  mountain,  with  Marietta  behind  it,  and  has  retired  his  flanks 
to  cover  that  town  and  his  railroad.  I  am  all  ready  to  attack  the  moment  the 
leather  and  roads  will  permit  troops  and  artillery  to  move  with  anything  like 

e. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General  Comma,ndini. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  op  thr  Mississippi, 

In  (he  fidd,  June  22,  1864. 

General  :  The  rain  having  ceased,  and  a  prospect  of  roads  drying  up,  I  have 
to  instruct  that  you  cause  your  cavalry  to  be  most  active  down  to  the  Sweetwa- 
ter, both  on  the  Powder  Spring  road  and  the  factory  road.  Hold  the  place  on 
your  map  called  "  Cheny's,**  and  turn  your  head  of  column  up  the  Marietta 
road  until  you  support  Hooker's  right,  and  then  act  according  to  circumstances. 
If  Johnston  fights  for  Marietta,  we  must  accept  battle ;  but  if  he  give  ground,  we 
must  be  most  active,  and  for  that  reason  I  want  you  as  long  as  possible  to 
control  the  Sandtown  road. 

I  will  probably  meet  you  to-day  about "  Mrs.  Kulp's,"  on  the  Powder  Spring 
and  Marietta  road. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Schofikld, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  22,  1864. 
General  :  I  will  start  early  to  look  at  the  position  of  McPherson,  as  near 
the  north  base  of  Kenesaw  as  I  can  safely  do,  and  then  come  to  Wallace's,  or 
the  house  in  front,  and  then  over  to  Hooker.  I  have  ordered  Schofield  to  croaa 
his  whole  command  over  Nose's  creek  and  turn  the  head  of  his  column  up  to- 
ward Marietta  until  he  reaches  Hooker  ;  to  support  and  co-operate  on  his  right, 
but  to  keep  his  cavalry  and  a  part  of  his  rear  infantry  on  the  Sandtown  roaA 
prepared  to  regain  it  in  case  the  enemy  show  signs  of  let  go.  I  fear  we  will 
get  our  commands  too  close,  but  1  suppose  Schofield  can  find  room  to  deploy 
south  of  the  Powder  Spring  and  Marietta  road.  You  may  order  Hooker  to 
extend  to  that  road  and  leave  Schofield  beyond.  If  he  can  get  possession  of  the 
ground  up  to  Mrs.  Kulp's,  I  wi^h  him  to  do  so,  and  the  balance  of  your  line  to 
conform.  I  will  explain  McPherson's  orders  when  I  meet  you. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  22,  18G4. 

General  :  I  am  starting  for  what  I  deem  the  point  of  most  activity  to-day, 
though  the  state  of  the  roads  won't  admit  of  much  activity.  Yet  we  may  gain 
possession  of  ground  useful.  I  wish  you  to  keep  Garrard  moving  about,  with- 
out breaking  connexion  with  you  entirely,  so  as  to  keep  the  enemy  on  his  guard 
on  his  right  flank ;  the  same  of  Blair's  corps,  operating  on  a  circle  of  small 
radius. 

The  15th  corps  might  wheel  a  little  to  the  right,  gaining  ground  and  increas- 
ing the  pressure  on  the  enemy,  holding  fast  all  it  makes,  while  Dodge's  two 
divisions  should  be  disposed  so  as  best  to  cover  Big  Shanty  as  against  a  rally 
from  Kenesaw  on  the  road  at  its  base.  Keep  the  skirmish  line  in  motion  all  the 
time,  but  hold  the  rear  masses  ready  to  re-enforce  Thomas,  should  he  become 
heavily  engaged. 
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will  keep  presping  up  to  Marietta,  his  riglit  on  the  Powder  Spring 
his  left  on  the  Burnt  Hickory,  contracting  hiB  lines  as  he  advanced. 
ure,  trulj, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  McPhbkson, 
mtnanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Mflitary  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  22,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

kL  :  When  on  the  hill  in  front  of  your  centre  to-day,  waiting  for  you, 

.  to  General  Hooker : 

ire  you  getting  along  ?    Near  what  house  are  you  ? 

"W.T.SHERMAN, 

"  Major  General:' 

hour  (9  J)  I  have  received  this  answer  : 

"KuLP  House— /).30  p.  m. 
five  repulsed  two  heavy  attacks  and  feel  confident,  our  only  appre" 
ing  from  our  extreme  right  flank.     Three  (3)  entire  corps  are  in  fron^ 

''  Major  General  HOOKER." 

t  the  Wallace  house  at  5.30  p.  m.,  and  the  Kulp  house  was  within  two 
though  I  heard  some  cannonading,  I  had  no  idea  of  his  heing  at- 
id  General  Hooker  must  he  mistaken  about  three  (3)  entire  corps  he- 
front.  Johnston's  army  has  only  three  corps,  and  I  know  there  was 
pectable  force  along  3IcPherson's  front,  so  much  so  that  this  general 
le  enemy  was  massing  against  him.  I  know  there  was  some  force  in 
ilmpr  and  Howard,  for  1  was  there.  Still,  it  is  very  natural  the  enemy 
it  Hooker  at  that  point  in  force,  and  I  gave  Schofield  orders  this  morning. 
his  column  from  Nose's  creek,  on  the  Powder  Spring  road,  toward 
ind  support  Hooker's  right  flank,  sending  his  cavalry  down  the  Pow- 
;  road  toward  Sweetwater,  and  leaving  some  infantry  from  his  rear  to 
fords.  Captain  Dayton  says  General  Schofield  receipted  my  orders, 
e  in  writing.  If  later  information  shows  that  Schofield  is  not  up,  send 
icer  and  notify  him  of  the  necessity,  and,  if  need  be,  call  oflf  all  of 
and  notify  McPherson,  who  has  his  orders  for  this  very  contingency. 
V,  if  need  be,  we  must  bring  things  to  a  crisis. 

id  telegraph  now  all  riglit.  Some  of  John  E.  Smith's  men  are  at 
ga,  80  that  I  think  our  road  will  be  better  guarded.  The  cavalry  of 
lid  be  out  on  the  Tennessee  road,  patrolling  from  Cartersville  to  Spring 

urs, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
reneral  Thomas, 
mjnanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Big  Shanty,  June  22,  1864. 
IL :  General  Hooker,  this  p.  m.,  advanced  to  the  Kulp  house,  two 
'  miles  southwet^  of  ^Marietta,  and  reports  finding  the  enemy  in  as 
36  aa  three  (3)  corps.    He  was  attacked  twice,  and  successfully  re- 
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pulsed  the  enemy.  General  Thomas  thinks  that  that  will  be  the  enemy's  tac- 
tics, and  that  you  ought  to  attack  Marietta  from  that  side  of  Kenesaw,  but  I 
judge  the  safer  and  better  plan  to  be  the  one  I  indicated,  viz :  for  you  to  leave 
a  light  force  and  cover  that  flank,  and  throw  the  remainder,  rapidly  and  as  much 
out  of  view  as  possible,  to  our  right. 

You  may  make  the  necessary  orders,  and  be  prepared  for  rapid  action  to- 
morrow.    ISo  dispose  matters  that  the  big  guns  of  Kenesaw  will  do  you  as  httle 
mischief  as  possible. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 
Major  General  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  2o,  1864. 
General  :  As  the  question  may  arise,  and  you  have  a  right  to  the  support 
of  ray  authority,  I  now  decide  that  the  use  of  torpedoes  is  justifiable  in  war  ia 
advance  of  an  army,  so  as  to  make  his  advance  up  a  river  or  over  a  road  more 
dangerous  and  difficult.  But  after  the  adversary  has  gained  the  country  by 
fair  warlike  means,  then  the  case  entirely  changes.  The  use  of  torpedoes  in 
blowing  up  cars  and  the  road  after  they  are  in  our  possession,  is  simply  mali- 
cious. It  cannot  alter  the  great  problem,  but  simply  makes  trouble.  Now,  if 
torpedoes  are  found  in  the  possession  of  an  enemy  to  our  rear,  you  may  cause 
them  to  be  put  on  the  ground  and  tested  by  wagon-loads  of  prisoner?*,  or,  if  need 
be,  by  citizens  implicated  in  their  use.  In  like  manner,  if  a  torpedo  is  suspected 
on  any  part  of  the  railioad,  order  the  point  to  be  tested  by  a  car-load  of  prison- 
ers, or  citizens  implicated,  drawn  by  a  long  rope.  Of  course  an  enemy  cannot 
complain  of  his  own  traps. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  J.  B.  Steedman, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Etowah,  Chattanooga, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Big  Shanty,  June  23,  1864. 
General  Hall  EC K,  Washington,  D,  C: 

We  continue  to  press  forward,  operating  upon  the  principles  of  an  advance 
against  fortified  positions.  The  whole  country  is  one  vast  fort,  and  Johnston 
must  have  full  fifty  miles  of  connected  trenches,  with  abatis  ind  finished  bat- 
teries. We  gain  ground  daily,  fighting  all  the  time.  On  the  2l8t  General 
Stanley  gained  a  position  near  the  south  end  of  Kenesaw,  from  which  the  enemy 
attempted  in  vain  to  drive  him,  and  the  same  day  General  T.  J.  Wood's  division 
took  a  hill  which  the  enemy  assaulted  three  times  at  night  without  success, 
leaving  more  than  a  hundred  dead  on  the  ground.  Yesterday  the  extreme  right, 
Hooker  and  Schofield,  advanced  on  the  Powder  Spring  road  to  within  three 
miles  of  Marietta.  The  enemy  made  a  strong  efi'ort  to  drive  them  away,  but 
failed  signally,  leaving  more  than  two  hundred  dead  on  the  field. 

Our  lines  are  now  in  close  contact  and  the  fighting  incessant,  with  a  good 
deal  of  artillery.    As  fast  as  we  gam  one  position  the  enemy  has  another  all 
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ready,  bnt  I  think  he  will  soon  have  to  let  go  Kenesaw,  which  is  the  key  to  the 
whole  country.    The  weather  is  now  better,  and  the  roads  are  drying  up  fast. 

Our  looses  are  light,  and,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  breaks  in  the  road  to 
our  rear,  supplies  are  ample'. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Majar  General, 


Memphfs,  June  22,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

All  is  going  well.  Forrest  still  remains  at  Baldwin  and  Tupello  in  large 
force.  Smith's  force  consists  of  nine  thousand  ( 9,000)  infantry,  three  thousand 
cavalry  and  four  (4)  batteries.  They  will  move  towards  Corinth  and  endeavor 
to  dniw  Forrest  as  far  up  as  possible.  He  will  no  doubt  concentrate  everything 
this  tide  of  Grenada  and  will  leave  Mobile  defenceless.  If  while  Smith  is 
eitpioriug  them,  General  Canby  would  send  from  New  Orleans  ten  thousand 
1 10,000)  men  to  Mobile,  via  Pascagoula,  that  city  would  be  easily  captured 
The  force  of  Forrest  is  larger  than  you  suppose,  but  should  have  been  whipped. 

0.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major  General, 


Chattanooga,  June  24,  1864. 
Captain  Dayton  : 

ITie  enemy  with  squads  of  cavalry  are  making  desperate  efforts  to  cut  our 
communications.  The  bridges  are  now  all  guarded,  and  mounted  force  patrol- 
ling Wh  sides  of  the  road.  Will  have  tops  of  cars  protected  with  plank  so  that 
guards  can  defend  them.  General  Juo.  E.  Smith  is  at  Larkinsville  this  morning ; 
can  reach  Stevenson  to-night. 

J.  B.  STEEDMAN, 

Majar  General, 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  ofthk  Mississippi, 
•  In  the  field,  near  Kenesaw^  June  24,  1864. 

<^»E\ERAL :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  comnifinding  to  acknowledge  the 
^c«ipt  through  you  of  General  Rousseau's  communication  in  copy,  ihe  original 
of  which  also  came  to  hand. 

The  general  commanding  thinks  quite  favorably  of  the  suggestions  therein,  and 

fcire.--  you  to  instruct  General  R  usseau  to  gratlually  collect  his  available  force 

of  cavalry  and  infantry  at  Pulaski,  Athens  and  Decatur,  upon  th(;  representation 

of  protecting  our  roads  against  Forrest,  but  really  to  strike  as  proposed,  the 

cavalry  to  be  well  fed,  and  the  infantry  stripped  for  light  rapid  movements,  and 

to  be  ready  to  move  at  telegraphic  notice  from  us.     The  time  to  do  it  will  be  when 

we  have  forced  Johnston  across  the  Chattahoochee.     The  general  commanding 

iuu  just  received  telegraphic  information  that  General  A.  J.  Smith  moves  from 

Memphis,  via  Corinth,  to  engage  Forrest,  (who  is  now  at  Baldwin,)  anywhere 

between  Corinth  and  Tapello.     Smith  has  nine  thousand  (9,000)  infantry  and 

three  thousand  (3,000)  cavalry. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-deCamp. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding^  ifc. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  <»p  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefirldy  near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  25,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Was?iington,  D.  C: 

I  have  nothing  new  to  report ;  constant  skirmishing  and  cannonading.  I  am 
making  some  changes  in  tlie  disposition  of  our  men,  with  a  view  to  attack  tbe 
enemy's  left  centre.  I  shall  aim  to  make  him  stretch  his  line  until  he  weakens 
it,  and  then  break  through. 

Johnston  has  made  repeated  attempts  to  break  onr  roads  to  the  rear,  and  hu 
succeeded  in  two  instances,  which  were  promptly  repaired.  General  Stoedraan, 
at  Chattanooga,  reports  that  General  Pillow  approached  from  the  south  with 
three  thousand  (3,000)  men,  but  was  met  at  Lafayette  by  Colonel  Watkins  and 
repulsed;  full  details  not  yet  received.  I  think  the  arrangements  to  protect  our 
rear  are  ample  against  any  probable  danger. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding* 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Kenesaw,  June  26, 1804,  10  J  a.  m. 

General  Schofield: 

I  don't  care  about  Colonel  Riley  succeeding;  let  him  throw  up  a  hasty  parapet 
for  his  guns  and  tire  away,  and  make  all  dispositions  as  though  he  intendea  to 
force  a  passage.  Same  with  General  Cox,  up  where  he  is.  It  should  be  done 
to-day,  to  induce  the  enemy  to  strengthen  that  flank  to-night. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mi.«sissippi, 

Near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  26,  1864. 
General  Lorenzo  Thomas,  Louisville,  Kentucky : 

I  was  gratified  at  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  from  Chattanooga.  I  would 
have  answered  sooner  if  our  telegraph  had  not  been  broken  so  often  of  late.  As 
I  wrote  yon,  I  know  all  the  people  have  left  north  Georgia  for  the  region  of 
the  Flint  and  Apalachicola,  with  their  negroes. 

The  n»giments  of  blacks  now  in  Chattanooga  and  Tennessee  will  absorb  all 
the  recruits  we  can  get;  but  if  you  raise  new  regiments,  they  could  be  well  em- 
ployed about  Clarksville,  Bowling  Green,  and  on  the  Tennessee  river — say  at 
the  terminus  of  the  northwest  railroad.  My  preference  is  to  make  this  radical 
change  with  natural  slowness.  If  negroes  are  taken  as  soldiers  by  undue  in- 
fluence or  force,  and  compelled  to  leave  their  women  in  the  uncertainty  of  their 
new  condition,  they  cannot  be  relied  on ;  but  if  they  can  put  their  fiimilies  in 
some  safe  place  and  then  earn  money  as  soldiers  or  laborers,  the  transition  will 
be  more  easy  and  the  efiect  more  permanent. 

What  my  ord(;r  contemplated  was  the  eagerness  of  recruiting  captains  and 
lieutenants  to  make  up  their  quota  in  order  to  be  commissioned.  They  woald 
use  a  species  of  force  or  undue  influence,  and  break  up  our  gangs  of  laborers, 
as  necessary  as  soldiers.  We  find  gangs  of  negro  laborers  well  organized  on 
the  Mississippi,  at  Nashville,  and  along  the  railroads,  most  useful,  and  I  have 
used  them  with  great  success  as  pioneer  companies  attached  to  divisions,  and  I 


BEPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN.  95 

iLink  it  wonld  be  well  if  a  law  would  sanction  sncb  an  organization,  saj,  of  one 
bun  i red  (100)  to  each  division  of  four  hundred  (400)  men. 

The  lin»t  step  in  the  liberation  of  the  negro  from  bondage  will  be  to  get  him 
tnd  family  to  a  place  of  safety,  then  to  afford  him  the  means  of  providing  for 
his  family,  (for  their  instincts  are  very  strong,)  then  gradually  use  a  proportion, 
rreau*r  and  greater  each  year,  as  sailors  and  soldiers.     There  will  be  no  great 
difficulty  in  our  absorbing  the  four  millions  (4,000,000)  of  slaves  in  this  great 
industrious  country  of  ours,  and  being  lost  to  their  masters,  the  cause  of  the  war  is 
gone,  for  this  great  money  interest  ceases  to  be  an  element  in  our  politics  and 
dvil  economy.     If  you  divert  too  large  a  proportion  of  the  able-bodied  into  the 
itnks,  you  will  leave  too  large  a  class  of  black  paupers  on  our  hands.     The 
great  mass  of  our  soldiery  must  be  of  the  white  race,  and  the  black  troops  should 
for  some  years  be  used  with  caution,  and  with  due  regard  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  races.     As  was  to  be  expected,  in  some  instances  they  have  done  well,  in 
others  badly ;  but  on  the  whole  the  experiment  is  worthy  a  fair  trial,  and  all  I 
wk  is  that  it  be  not  forced  beyond  the  laws  of  natural  development.     In  Mary- 
land, Missouri,  and  Kentucky,  it  may  be  wisely  used  to  secure  their  freedom 
with  the  consent  of  owners. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


r- 

[Cipher.] 

HBAOaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Near  Kenesaw  Mountain^  June  2G,  1864. 
General  ScHOFiBLD: 

la  the  brigade  across  OUey's  creek,  above  the  Sandtown  road,  or  at  the  road  ? 
Describe  to  me  well  the  situation  of  that  flank,  that  I  may  advise  Thomas  and 
3iIcPher8on. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher  ] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  26,  1864. 
Ifajor  General  Schofield  : 

All  right.     Be  careful  of  a  brigade  so  exposed,  but  I  am  willing  t^  risk  a 
good  deal 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher,] 

HsADQUARTeRd  MILITARY  DtVlSlOM  OF  THE  MlSSlS.<;iPPr, 

In  the  field,  near  Kenesata  Mountain,  June  26,  1864. 
Major  General  SchofibLd  : 

Good  bridge  should  be  made  to-night  across  011ey*s  creek,  where  the  brigade 
ifl  across,  and  operations  resumed  there  in  the  morning  early » 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Mi^or  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  27,  1864. 
Major  General  Schofield: 

I  will  be  on  Signal  Hill  to-day,  where  I  will  have  a  telegraph  post.  Ke 
some  orderlies  at  your  telegraph  station,  that  my  orders  may  reach  you  duri 
the  day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding' 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Kcnesaw  Mountain,  June  27,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

I  will  be  on  Signal  Hill  to-day,  where  I  have  a  telegraph  station.  Keep  BOi 
orderlies  at  your  telegraph  office,  who  can  reach  you  promptly  with  ordersj  fti 
keep  me  well  advised. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
Near  Kenetaw  Mountain,  June  27,  1864. 
Major  General  McPherson  : 

I  will  be  on  Signal  Hill,  where  I  have  a  telegraph  office.  Leave  some  orderli 
at  your  telegraph  station,  that  orders  may  reach  any  part  of  your  line  with  d 
spatches.  Keep  me  well  adviaed,  as  I  must  work  the  flanks  according  to  tl 
progress  of  the  centre. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejivid,  June  27,  1864 — 11.45  a.  m. 
General  Schofield  : 

Neither  McPherson  nor  Thomas  has  succeeded  in  breaking  through,  but  ea 
has  made  substantial  progress  at  some  cost.  Push  your  operations  on  the  flan 
and  keep  me  advised. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  27,  1864 — 11.45  a.  m. 
General  Thomas  : 

Mcpherson's  column  marched  near  the  top  of  the  hill  through  very  tangl 
brush,  but  was  repulsed ;  it  ia  found  almost  impossible  to  deploy,  but  they  81 
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liold  the  ^roand.  I  wish  you  to  study  well  the  positions,  and  if  it  be  possible 
to  break  the  line  do  it;  it  is  easier  now  than  it  will  be  hereafter.  I  hear  Leg- 
gett's  guns  well  behind  the  mountain. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  June  27,  1864—1.30  p.  m. 
Geoenl  Thomas  : 

McPherson  and  Schofield  are  at  a  dead  lock.  Do  you  think  you  can  carry 
iDj  part  of  the  enemy's  main  line  to-day  ?  McPherson's  men  are  up  to  the 
ibatu,  and  can't  move  without  the  direct  assault.  I  will  order  the  assault  if 
foa  think  you  can  succeed  at  any  point  Schofield  has  one  division  close  up  on 
die  Powder  Spring  road,  and  the  other  across  Olley 's  creek,  about  two  miles  to 
\k  right  and  rear. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Hbaducjarters  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

Li  the  field,  June  27,  1864—2.25  p.  m. 
General  Thomas  : 

Secore  what  advantageous  ground  you  have  gained ;  but  is  there  anything  in 
the  enemy's  present  position  that  if  we  should  approach  by  regular  saps  he  could 
not  make  a  dozen  new  parapets  before  our  saps  are  completed  ?  Does  the  nature 
of  the  ground  warrant  the  time  necessary  for  regular  approaches  ? 

W.  t.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Hbaduuartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,   June  27,  1864.— 4.10  p.  m. 
General  Thomas  : 

Schofield  has  gained  the  crossing  of  Olley 's  creek  on  the  Sandtown  road,  the 
only  advantage  of  the  day.  You  may  order  all  ground  of  value  gained  to-day 
xo  1ms  secured,  and  prepare  batteries  in  the  manner  proposed  by  Davis.  I  doubt 
]i  we  caa  resort  to  regular  approaches. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hkadquartbrs  Mflitary  Divisiom  op  the  Mississippi, 
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[Cipher.] 
ITARY  Dl\ 

In  the  field,   June  27,  1864.— 4.  10  p.  m. 
General  Schofield  : 

Let  Cox  secure  well  the  crossing  at  Olley's  creek  on  the  Sandtown  road,  and 
take  all  advantage  of  that  flank  should  we  move  in  that  direction.  Other- 
wise hold  fast  all  von  have  and  remain  on  the  defensive. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gumrerland, 

June  27,  1864. — 6  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  assault  of  the  enemy's  works  in  my  front  was  well  arranged,  and  the  ofi- 
cers  and  men  went  to  their  work  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  gallantry.  The 
failure  to  carry  them  is  due  only  to  the  strength  of  the  works,  and  to  the  fad 
that  they  were  well  managed,  therehy  enabling  the  enemy  to  hold  them  secarelT 
against  the  assault.  We  have  lost  nearly  two  thousand  (2,000)  officers  and 
men,  among  them  two  brigade  commanders — General  Harker,  commanding  a 
brigade  in  Newton's  division,  and  Colonel  Dan  McCook,  commanding  a  bri- 
gade in  Jeff.  Davis's  division — both  reported  to  be  mortally  wounded,  be- 
sides some  six  (6)  or  eight  (8)  field  officers  killed. 

Both  General  Harker  and  Colonel  McCook  were  wounded  on  the  enemy's 
breastworks,  and  all  say  had  they  not  been  wounded  we  would  have  driven  Uie 
enemy  from  his  works. 

Both  Generals  Howard  and  Palmer  think  that  they  can  find  favorable  posi- 
tions on  their  lines  for  placing  batteries  for  enfilading  the  enemy's  works.     We 
took  between  ninety  (90)  and  one  hundred  (100)  prisoners. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  27,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

Let  your  troops  fortify  as  close  up  to  the  enemy  as  posbible ;  get  good  posi- 
tions for  artillery,  and  group  your  command  as  conveniently  as  you  can  by 
corps  and  divisions,  keeping  reserves.  Schofield  has  the  Sandtown  road  within 
eleven  miles  of  the  Chattahoochee,  and  we  could  move  by  that  flank.  The 
question  of  supplies  will  be  the  only  one.  I  regret  beyond  measure  the  loss  of 
two  such  young  and  dashing  officers  as  Harker  and  Dan  McCook.  McPherson 
lost  two  or  three  of  his  young  and  dashing  officers,  which  is  apt  to  be  the  case 
in  unsuccessful  assaults.  Had  we  broken  the  line  to-day  it  would  have  been 
most  decisive,  but  as  it  is  our  loss  is  small  compared  with  some  of  those  east ; 
it  should  not  in  the  least  discourage  us.  At  times,  assaults  are  necessary  and 
inevitable.  At  Arkansas  Post  we  succeeded ;  at  Vicksburg  we  failed.  I  do 
not  think  our  loss  to-day  greater  than  Johnston's  when  he  attacked  Hooker 
and  Schofield,  the  first  day  we  occupied  our  present  ground. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commandtrng, 
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rCipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Divfsion  of  the  Mississippi, 

Li  thejiddt  near  Kenesaw,  June  27,  1864. 
General  Halleck  : 

Pnrsaant  to  mj  orders  of  the  24tli,  a  diversion  was  made  on  each  flank  of 
die  encm J,  especially  on  the  Sandcown  road,  and  at  8  a.  m.  General  McPherson 
attacked  at  the  southwest  end  of  the  Kenesaw,  and  General  Thomas  at  a  point 
abontamfle  further  south ;  at  the  same  time  skirmishers  and  artillery,  along  the 
▼hole  line,  kept  ap  a  sharp  fire.  Neither  attack  succeeded,  though  both  col- 
omnfl  reached  the  enemy's  works,  which  are  very  strong.  General  McPherson 
reports  his  loss  about  live  hundred,  and  General  Thomas  about  two  thousand  ; 
the  loss  particularly  heavy  in  general  and  field  officers.  General  Harker  is  re- 
ported mortally  wounded ;  also  Colonel  Dan  McCook,  commanding  brigade, 
Cokmd  Biee,  57th  Ohio,  very  seriously.  Colonels  Bamhill,  40th  ifiinois,  and 
AonAtine,  55th  IlHaoif ,  are  killed. 

The  facilities  with  which  defensive  works  of  timber  and  earth  are  constructed 
gires  the  party  on  the  defefisive  great  advantage. 

I  caoDOt  well  turn  the  position  of  the  enemy  without  abandoning  my  railroad, 
and  we  are  already  so  far  from  our  supplies  that  it  is  as  much  as  the  road  can 
do  to  feed  and  supply  the  army.  There  are  no  supplies  of  any  kind  here.  I 
can  press  Johnston  and  keep  him  from  re-enforcing  Lee,  but  to  assault  him  in 
position  will  cost  us  more  lives  than  we  can  spare. 

McPherson  took  to-day  a  hundred  prisoners  and  Thomas  about  as  many,  but 
I  do  not  suppose  that  we  have  inflicted  heavy  loss  on  the  enemy,  as  he  kept 


doee  hehind  his  parapets. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 


HbadquartArs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Li  the  field,  near  Kenesaw,  June  27,  1864. 
General  McPherson  : 

Is  General  Blair  back  ?  Report  to  me  fully  his  operations  for  to-day.  Scho- 
Wd'e  right  division  (Cox)  has  gained  a  good  position  on  the  other  side  of  01- 
lej's  creek  and  at  the  hc»d  of  Nickajack.  If  we  had  our  supplies  well  up  I 
vonld  move  by  the  right  flank»  but  suppose  we  must  cover  our  railroad  for  a 
fardigra. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


HBADaCARTBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

June  27,  1864.— 9.  p.  m. 
General  Thomas  : 

Are  you  willing  to  risk  the  move  on  Fulton,  cutting  loose  from  our  railroad  ? 
It  would  bring  matters  to  a  crisis,  and  Schofield  has  secured  the  way. 

.  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

«  Major  General   Commanding. 
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[Cipher.] 

Washington,  June  28,  1864.— 4  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Genera]  Grant  directs  me  to  say  that  the  movements  of  yoar  army  may  1 
made  entirely  independent  of  any  desire  to  retain  Johnston's  forces  where  lh< 
are.  He  does  not  think  that  Lee  will  hring  any  more  additional  troops  to  Bic 
mond,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  feeding  them. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major  Q^meroL 


[Cipher.] 
HUADQUARTBRS   MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Im  ihejieldt  near  Kenesaw,  June  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Our  loss  on  the  27th  will  not  exceed  fifteen  ht^dred  (J;500.)  As  usual,  the 
first  reports  were  overstated.  General  Marker  is  dead.  The  wounded  are  do- 
ing well,  and  most  are  already  sent  to  the  rear  in  cars.  Some  few  of  the  dead 
and  wounded  were  left  in  the  enemy's  hands,  close  to  his  parapet. 

I  am  accumulating  stores  that  will  enahle  me  to  cut  loose  from  the  railroad  fin 
a  time,  and  avoid  the  Kenesaw  Hill,  which  gives  the  enemy  too  much  advantage 
I  will  aim  to  get  to  the  railroad  helow  Marietta  by  a  circuit,  or  actually  reHA 
the  Chattahoochee.  Our  right  flank  is  now  on  the  Sandtown  road  below  011ey'< 
creek. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GeneraL 


[Cipher.] 


HRADaUARTBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MtSSISSIPPl, 

In  thejieldt  near  Kenesaw,  June  29,  1864. 
General  Bousseau,  Nashville^  Tennessee : 

I  have  yours  of  the  27th.  Of  course  go  on  and  make  all  the  preparations,  bi 
do  not  start  until  we  know  something  definite  of  General  A.  J.  Smith,  and  not 
I  have  pushed  Johnson  across  the  Chattahoochee.  The  points  of  importanc 
are  Montgomery,  Opclika,  and  Columbus,  Georgia.  I  have  had  forage  plmee 
at  Pensacola  in  case  of  the  party  having  to  go  ^ere.  Don't  move  until  I  gii 
specific  orders. 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Ueadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejicld,  near  Kenesaw^  June  30,  1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

General  Thomas  is  here.  He  will  study  his  ground  well  and  prepare  to  i 
lieve  Hascall's  division  to-night,  in  which  event  I  want  you  with  your  who 
force  to  occupy  between  Olley's  creek  and  Nickfgack,  to  drive  the  enemy  fira 
the  forks  of  the  road,  and  picket  as  far  down  the  Fulton  road  as  Nickajai 
creek,  and  as  far  on  the  Sandtown  road  as  possible.    At  the  same  time  Qteum 
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Stoneman'B  cavalry,  Bnpported  by  McCook,  should  move  across  Sweetwater  by 
Powder  Springs,  and  down  the  west  side  of  Sweetwater  creek  to  Sweetwater 
town,  which  crossing  once  secure,  Stoneman  to  hold  it  and  McCook  to  return  to 
Lost  Mountain.  . 

General  McPherson's  command  to  remain  where  it  is  until  our  stores  are  com- 
plete, when  his  cavaliy  will  guard  the  roads  from  Marietta  towards  Alatoona,  while 
MePherson  moves  with  his  whole  command  down  the  Sandtown  road  to  the 
Cihattahoochee.  If  Johnston  holds  on  to  the  Kenesaw,  then  we  must  strike 
some  point  on  the  railroad  between  Marietta  and  the  bridge ;  but  if  he  let  go  of 
Marietta,  then  we  will  swing  across  the  railroad  to  a  position  that  gives  us  again 
the  use  of  the  railroad. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield^  near  Kenesato,  June  30,  1S64. 
Genenl  Rousseau,  Nathville,  Tennessee  : 

The  movement  that  I  want  you  to  study  and  be  prepared  for  is  contingent 
OD  the  £ict  that  Greneral  A.  J.  Smith  defeats  Forrest  or  holds  him  well  in  check 
ind  after  I  succeed  in  making  Joe  Johnston  pass  the  Chattahoochee  with  his 
inny,  when  I  want  you  to  go  in  person  or  to  send  some  good  officer  with  2,500 
good  cavalry  well  armed,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  pack-mules  loaded  witham- 
Bimition,  salt,  sugar  and  coffee,  and  some  bread  or  flour,  depending  on  the 
coimtiy  for  foiage,  meat  and  corn-meal.  The  party  might  take  two  light  Rod- 
man guns,  with  orders  in  case  of  very  rapid  movements  to  cut  the  wheels  and 
burn  the  carriages,  taking  sledges  along  to  break  off  trunnions  and  wedge  them 
into  the  muzzles.  The  expedition  should  start  from  Decatur,  move  slowly  to 
BlomitBville  and  Ashville,  and  if  the  way  is  clear,  cross  the  Coosa  at  the  Ten 
Islands  or  the  railroad  bridge,  destroying  it  after  their  passage,  then  move  rap- 
Wlj  for  Talladega  or  Oxford,  and  then  for  the  nearest  ford  or  bridge  over  the 
TalUpoosa.  That  passed,  the  expedition  should  move  with  rapidity  on  the  rail- 
road between  Tuskegee  and  Opelika,  breaking  up  the  road  ana  twisting  the  bars 
of  iron.  They  should  work  on  that  road  night  and  day,  doing  all  the  damage 
poanble,  toward  and  including  Opelika.  If  no  serious  opposition  offer,  they 
■honld  threaten  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  then  turn  up  the  Chattahoochee  to  join 
ttf  between  Marietta  and  Atlanta,  doing  all  the  mischief  possible.  No  infantry 
tt  position  should  be  attacked,  and  the  party  should  avoid  all  fighting  possible, 
beving  in  mind,  for  their  own  safety,  that  Pensacola,  Rome,  the  Etowah  and 
■7  «niiy»  are  all  places  of  refuge.  If  compelled  to  make  Pensacola,  they  should 
we  their  horses,  embark  for  New  Orleans  and  come  round  to  Nashville  again. 

Study  this  well  and  be  prepared  to  act  on  orders  when  the  time  comes. 
Bekna,  though  important,  is  more  easily  defended  than  the  route  I  have  named. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Ohio,  June  30,  1864. 
^jor  General  Sherman  : 

h  occurs  to  me  as  a  question  worthy  of  consideration  whether  Johnston,  in 
■>*tJcipalion  of  your  present  movement,  may  not  bring  up  to  Marietta  two  or 
™e  weeks'  supplies,  close  the  gorge  of  his  lines  in  rear  of  Marietta,  and  meet 
y«ju  there  in  a  strongly  intrenched  position  and  with  a  greater  amount  of  sup- 
plies than  joa  can  carry. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,  Major  General. 


1.02  COMMITTEE   ON   THE   CONDUCT   OP  THE   WAIL 

Hbadquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Jiddf  near  Kenesaw,  June  30»  1864 — 8^  p.  m. 
General  Schopibld: 

Johnston  may  do  as  yon  suggest,  but  I  hardly  think,  eveir  in  the  event  joa 
conjecture,  will  he  be  willing  to  have  me  interfere  between  him  and  the  rest  of 
the  confederacy.  I  am  not  bound  to  attack  him  in  his  position,  after  getting  belov 
him,  but  may  cross  the  Chattahoochee  and  destroy  all  his  railroads  before  he  cia 
prevent  it,  which  will  be  a  desperate  game  for  us  both.  I  am  aware  of  all  the 
chances,  but  we  must  take  the  initiative  and  risk  something,  or  attack  hin 
where  he  now  is. 

Our  communications  are  now  secure,  and  the  time  more  favorable  for  makiD(^ 
a  risk  than  if  we  wait  looking  at  each  other  till  he  gets  cavalry  to  our  rear. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jieldj  near  Kenesaw,  June  30, 1864. 
General  Schopielo: 

I  think  1  have  contemplated  every  move  on  the  chess-board  of  war,  but  am 
always  much  obliged  for  your  full  views.  I  regard  each  of  my  thfee  armies  as 
able  to  hold  in  check  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  mass  or  overwhelm  a  part 
until  the  others  come  up,  and  try  so  to  manage  that  each  army  is  an  unit 
Should  Johnston  hold  us  in  the  new  position  aimed  at,  we  still  have  the  Ala- 
toona  and  Etowah  to  our  rear  all  safe,  and  more  secure  by  a  division  of  five 
thousand  (5,000)  men  that  has  reached  Chattanooga  and  Kingston  from  Hunts* 
ville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jieldt  near  Kenesaw,  July  1,  1864* 

General  STEEDMATi,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee: 

To-morrow  I  propose  to  move  in  such  a  way  that  my  communication  with 
the  railroad  may  be  broken  for  some  days,  and  great  attention  must  be  given 
to  the  line  of  the  Etowah,  especially  Cartersville  and  Alatoona.  Now  that  yon 
have  General  John  E.  Smith's  division,  send  to  Alatoona  and  Rome  the  two 
regiments  that  belong  there,  that  have  been  detained  along  the  road.  Ton  will 
now  have  all  of  Lowe's  division  of  cavalry  for  guarding  off  to  the  east ;  it  hu 
heretofore  been  tied  dow^  to  Kingston,  but  should  now  be  over  about  Adain- 
ville  and  Talking  Rock,  scouting  all  the  time. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  near  Kenesaw,  July  1,  1864. 
Major  General  'RkLhECK,Washington,  D.  C: 

General  Schofield  is  now  south  of  Olley 's  creek  and  on  the  head  of  Nickfljaek. 
I  have  been  hurr^^ing  down  pro^nsions  and  forage,  and  to-morrow  night  propoee 
^ — ^ve  General  Mcrherson  from  the  left  to  the  extreme  right,  back  of  Genen] 
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Thomas.     This  will  briDg  my  right  witliin  three  milea  of  Chattahoochee,  and 
about  five  of  the  railroad.    By  this  movement  I  think  I  can  force  Johnston  to 
move  hid  army  down  from  Kenesaw  to  defend  his  railroad  crossing  and  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, when  I  will  by  the  left;  flank  reach  the  railroad  below  Marietta.    But 
I  cot  loose  from  the  railroad  with  ten  (10)  days'  supplies  in  wagons.    Johnston 
nty  come  out  of  his  intrenchments  and  attack  General  Thomas,  which  is  what 
Iwint,  for  Greneral  Thomas  is  well  intrenched  parallel  with  the  enemy,  south 
of  Kenesaw.     I  think  Alatoona  and  the  line  of  the  Etowah  are  strong  enough 
ibr  me  to  venture  on  this  move.     The  movement  is  substantially  down  iJbe 
Sandtown  road,  straight  for  Atlanta. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher] 


Hbadquabtbrs  Military  Division  of  thb.Mississippi, 
In  ike  fields  near  Kenesaw,  July  2,  1864. 
Genenl  Rousseau,  Nashville,  Tennessee  : 

Now  is  the  time  for  the  raid  to  Opelika.  Telegraph  me  whether  you  go  your- 
ielf,ar  who  will  command.  Forrest  is  in  Mississippi,  and  Roddy  has  also  gone 
there.   All  other  rebel  cavalry  is  here. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


HbADQUARTBRS  MlLlTAKV  DIVISION  OF  THB  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Marietta,  July  3,  1864 — 6J  p.  m. 
Creneral  McPhbrson  : 

ThomaB  has  Hooker  on  the  road  out  of  Marietta,  which  is  called  an  Atlanta 
iMd,  but  runs  to  the  Sandtown  road,  crossing  Nickajack  at  Ruff  &  Dunn's 
niU;  he  finds  the  enemy  intrenched  a  mile  this  side  of  the  mill.  Howard  is 
OD  the  main  Atlanta  road,  which  is  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and  Palmer  is 
■tomediate,  all  finding  the  enemy  near  the  line  indicated  by  the  crossroad  from 
>ho?e  Week's  to  the  main  road,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  Ruff*s.  I  am  con- 
▼ifieed  the  enemy  left  Marietta  in  haste  and  confuson  this  morning.  All  the  col- 
UBuhave  taken  many  prisoners,  and  had  the  pursuit  been  vigorous  we  could  have 
ittored  three  or  four  thousand  (3,000  or  4,000)  prisoners  and  many  wagons.  Now 
Aehalt  is  of  course  to  save  time.  If  you  ever  worked  in  your  life,  work  at  day- 
keak  to-morrow  on  the  flank,  crossing  Nickajack  somehow,  and  the  moment 
J<m  discover  confusion  pour  in  your  fire.  You  know  what  a  retreating  mass 
aeroes  pontoon  bridges  means.  Feel  strong  to-night  and  make  feints  of  pursuit 
vith  artillery.  I  know  Johnston's  withdrawal  is  not  strategic,  but  for  good 
im>08,  after  he  crosses  the  Chattahoochee ;  but  his  situation  with  that  river  behind 
Um  is  not  comfortable  at  all.  If  yon  can  get  him  once  started,  follow  up  and 
ttD  on  Schofield.  Let  him  read  this.  You  both  see  the  whole  game  as  well 
M I  do.  Let  Stoneman  threaten  about  Baker  and  Howell's  ferries,  and  you 
Meore,  if  jToa  can,  the  bridge  and  crossing  at  Nickajack,  opposite  Thomas.  I 
viQ  Bend  Logan  to  you  to-morrow,  but  you  have  as  many  men  as  can  operate 
hi  that  pocket.  I  don't  confine  you  to  any  crossing,  but  press  the  enemy  all 
the  time  in  flank,  till  he  is  across  the  Chattahoochee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Hradquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  iht field.  Marietta,  July  3,  1864 — 6J  p.  m. 

General  Thomas : 

The  more  I  reflect,  the  more  I  know  Johnston's  halt  is  to  save  time  to  cron 
his  material  and  men.  No  general,  such  as  he,  would  invite  battle  with  die 
Chattahoochee  behind  him.  I  have  ordered  McPherson  and  Schofield  to  croM 
Nickajack  at  any  cost,  and  work  night  and  day  to  get  the  enemy  started  ia 
confusion  toward  his  bridges.  I  know  you  appreciate  the  situation.  We  wiQ 
never  have  such  a  chance  again,  and  I  want  you  to  impress  on  Hooker,  Howard, 
and  Palmer  the  importance  of  the  most  intense  energy  of  attack  to-night  and  in 
the  morning,  and  to  press  with  vehemence  at  any  cost  of  life  and  material 
Every  inch  of  his  line  should  be  felt,  and  the  moment  there  is  a  give,  pnrBait 
should  be  made  by  day  with  lines,  and  by  night  with  a  single  head  of  colamn 
and  section  of  artillery  to  each  corps  following  a  road.  Hooker  should  com- 
municate with  McPherson  by  a  circuit,  if  necessary,  and  act  in  concert  Yoa 
know  what  loss  would  ensue  to  Johnston  if  he  crosses  his  bridges  at  night  i& 
confusion,  with  artillery  thundering  at  random  on  his  rear. 

I  have  reason  to  know  that  if  our  head  of  column  had  made  for  Ruff's  instead 
of  Marietta,  we  would  have  cut  off  two  thousand  (2,000)  men  and  three  hundred 
(300)  wagons.  But  still  we  have  now  the  best  chance  ever  offered  of  a  larg^ 
army  fighting  at  a  disadvantage,  with  a  river  to  his  rear. 

Send  copies  of  this  to  Hooker,  Palmer,  and  Howard.  I  have  instmeted 
McPherson,  Schofield,  and  Garrard. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
Marietta,  Ga„  July  3, 1864 — 10  a.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  .• 

The  movement  on  our  right  caused  the  enemy  to  evacuate.  We  oecapiel 
Kenesaw  at  daylight,  and  Marietta  at  8}  a.  m.  Thomas  is  moving  down  ihf 
main  road  toward  the  Chattahoochee,  McPherson  toward  the  mouth  of  Xickigadci 
on  the  Sandtown  road.  Our  cavalry  is  on  the  extreme  flank.  Whether  thf 
enemy  will  halt  this  side  of  Chattahoochee  or  not  will  soon  be  known.  Mir 
rietta  is  almost  entirely  abandoned  by  its  inhabitants,  and  more  than  a  mOe  d 
the  railroad  iron  is  removed  between  the  town  and  the  foot  of  Kenesaw.  I  pro- 
pose to  press  the  enemy  close  till  he  is  across  the  Chattahoochee  river,  whoi  1 
must  accumulate  storea  and  better  guard  my  rear. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  July  4,  1864. 

General:  I  am  satisfied  the  enemy  will  attempt  with  his  catalry  to  croi 
the  Chattahooche  about  Roswell,  and  make  an  attempt  on  our  communicationi 
To  counteract  him  you  will  move  in  that  direction,  and  watch  close,  taking  som 
position  in  which  to  rallv  our  infantry,  a  brigade  of  which  is  at  Marietta,  a  stroni 
brigade  at  Alatoona,  and  General  Thomas  will  be  instructed  to  hold  McOook' 
brigade  ready  to  go  to  your  assistance.  You  may  draw  out  at  once  and  go  t 
Roswell,  and  if  you  can  find  your  way  to  it  you  may  gain  a  secure  poaitioi 
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6om  which  you  can  watch  that  point.     In  case  the  enemy's  cavaliy  get  across, 

ptt  most  hurry  to  him,  wherever  opposition  is  possible,  and  send  couriers  rapidly 

to  me,  and  to  Uie  point  of  the  railroad  threatened.     In  the  mean  time,  report  to 

ne  freqnently,  and  use  your  cavalry  as  though  you  were  preparing  to  cross 

youweff,  or  were  only  waiting  for  the  waters  to  subside  and  make  the  ford 

pncdcable.  Ton  now  understand  the  geography  so  well  there  that  I  have  no  doubt 

j<m  can  prevent  Wheeler  from  doing  much  damage  between  Marietta  and  Ala- 

toona.    In  case  he  passes  down  by  Canton  to  go  toward  Cartersville  send  notice, 

and  bang  on  his  rear.    We  now  have  a  full  division  of  infantry  at  Kingston. 

Airat  every  citizen  in  the  country  whom  you  find  likely  to  prove  a  spy,  and 

ke^  moving,  so  that  your  force  cannot  be  computed. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
GeDeral  Garrard, 

Commanding  Divinon  of  Cavalry. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  July  4,  1864. 
Kijor  General  Thomas  : 

Ihave  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  will  attempt  to  molest  our  rear  with  his  cavalry, 
ttd  that  he  has  reserved  Roswell  fortified  for  that  very  purpose.  To  counteract 
Im  dedgns,  I  have  ordered  Grarrard  with  his  whole  cavalry  to  proceed  to  Ros- 
well, take  the  place  if  he  can,  otherwise  hang  near  it,  watching  the  river,  oppo- 
nng  such  a  movement  all  he  can,  and  ^ving  us  and  all  points  of  the  railroad 
timely  notice.  I  wish  you  would  so  hold  McCook  as  promptly  tore-enforce  Gar- 
nrdifneed  be.  As  soon  as  I  ascertain  the  exact  situation  on  the  right,  as  to 
Turner's  Ferry,  and  what  progress  McPherson  has  made,  I  will  order  Schofield 
wund  where  Garrard  now  is.  I  will  go  to-morrow,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  wish 
7(m  to  hold  strong  the  points  now  at  Howard's  and  Palmer's  head  of  column, 
ttd  merely  picket  light  the  road  by  which  Garrard  moved,  as  I  feel  sure  the 
ewmj  wiU  not  attempt  a  sally  there.  Hooker  need  not  hold  the  line  from 
hlmer  round  to  McPherson's,  but  draw  in  to  his  left,  save  by  a  line  of  videttes. 
I  vtnt  you  with  your  whole  armj  to  press  steadily  down  on  the  enemy,  while 
KePherson  cuts  in  on  his  flank,  Schofield  to  be  held  to  re-enforce  either  part. 
Stoneman  will  threaten  to  cross  the  Chattahooche,  and  break  the  Atlanta  and 
West  Point  road,  especially  if  the  enemy  send  cavalry  against  our  line  of  road. 
Iwtead  of  occupying  Ackworth,  Big  Shanty,  and  Marietta*,  I  think  we  had 
ktter  concentrate  about  the  base  of  Kenesaw,  near  that  water  station,  a  point 
tkat  could  be  defended  against  cavalry  with  great  ease. 
Iam»&c.9 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 
&  the  field,  three  miles  from  railroad  bridge,  July  5,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

6r?ibral  :  I  have  ordered  Schofield  over  to  this  road,  in  rear  of  the  centre, 
P*P»atory  to  moving  him  over  to  about  the  north  of  Rottenwood,  or  Roswell 
^ctoiy,  according  to  reports  I  may  receive  from  General  Garrard.  I  was  in 
Jwpea  you  would  get  control  of  the  ridge  commanding  Turner's  Ferry  before  the 
fpemy  could  get  across,  but  I  think  it  is  now  too  late,  unless  you  have  gained  the 
n^  describ^  as  lying  along  the  Chattahooche,  above  the  mouth  of  Nickajack. 
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Do  not  attempt  it  unless  it  be  certain  of  snccess,  or  unless  yon  know  tbat  Wi 
part  of  Johnston's  army  or  material  is  not  yet  across.  My  information  is  that  Hood 
and  Polk's  corps  are  across,  and  that  Hardee  remains  on  this  side,  oceupyii 
a  line  of  intrenchments  from  the  bridge  down  to  Nickajack.  I  rather  thint  i 
enemy  will  preserve  this  order  of  things  until  we  develop  our  game.  Stonew 
will  continue  to  threaten  the  river  between  Nickajack  and  Sweetwater,  and  j< 
may  co-operate  and  gain  any  substantial  advantage  you  can,  but  be  prepaied  i 
move  whenever  events  may  call.  Hooker  should  be  up  nearer  to  Palmer.  Hoi 
ard's  left  is  on  the  Chattahoochee,  near  Paice's  Ferry,  where  the  enemy  had 
ponteon  bridge,  which  is  cut  loose  and  is  swung  to  their  bank.  I  nndentn 
he  has  two  pontoon  bridges  at  the  railroad  bridge.  That  bridge  is  BtHl  goo) 
and  was  being  very  actively  used  to-day  in  passing  trains.  We  have  the  roadi 
within  about  two  (2)  miles  of  the  bridge,  including  Vining's  Station,  where  Jok 
Bton  was  last  night. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  McPhbrson. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jiddf  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  5,  1864. 
Dear  Stonbman  :  I  have  your  note,  which  is  very  satisfactory.  I  ha 
heard  of  your  general  success  from  other  quarters.  I  will  instruct  Gknei 
Barry  to  give  you  a  good  four-gun  battery  if  he  cau  get  one  from  some  of  t 
commands.  Our  left  is  now  on  the  river  above  the  railroad  bridge.  We  fi 
Hardee's  corps  intrenched  on  this  side  the  river  from  the  bridge  down  to  t 
mouth  of  Nickajack ;  we  hear  the  other  two  corps  and  militia  are  across.  ^ 
can  see  Atlanta  plain,  but  it  will  require  hard  fighting  and  science  to  take 
It  must  be  done.  Garrard  is  gone  up  to  Roswell,  and  I  hope  to  hear  from  k 
to-night.  I  think  Johnston  will  send  all  his  effective  cavalry  round  by  t 
north  to  strike  our  railroad,  and  must  keep  Garrard  well  on  that  flank  wi 
McGook  to  support  him.  I  think  you  can  whip  anything  that  attempts  to  CR 
on  your  flank.  Keep  up  the  delusion  of  our  crossing  below  Sandtown  aa  ky 
as  possible,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  expects  it.  We  htm 
nice  game  of  war  and  must  make  no  mistakes.  We  ought  to  have  cani 
Johnston  on  his  retreat,  but  he  had  prepared  the  way  too  well.  We  have  kill 
and  crippled  a  good  number  and  have  a  couple  thousand  prisoners,  some  tak 
in  fair  fight  and  some  gathered  up  straggling  behind.  He  can  no  longer  lo 
into  our  camps  as  he  did  from  Kenesaw.  Try  and  pickup  as  many  of  his  scoi 
as  you  can,  and  gather  in  every  citizen  of  whom  you  entertain  a  suspidi 
Schofield  will  move  over  to  our  left,  up  the  Chattahoochee,  about  Roswell 
below  it.  Write  often.  My  headquarters  are  on  the  main  road  about  thi 
miles  back  from  railroad  bridge. 

W.  T.*SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  5,  1864 
General  Hallbck,  Wcuhington : 

On  the  3d  we  pursued  the  enemy  by  all  the  roads  south  till  we  foand  1 
in  an  intrenched  position  which  had  been  prepared  in  advance ;  its  salient 
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Ae  pain  Marietta  and  Atlanta  road  about  five  miles  south  of  Marietta,  and  the 
win^  behind  the  Nickajack  and  Rottenwood  creeks.  During  the  4th,  Groneral 
Thomas  pressed  the  salient,  and  McPherson  and  Schofield  moved  against  Nick- 
ijick.  By  pressing  dose  and  threatening  the  Chattahoochee  at  Saudtown  and 
Mow,  Johnston  retreated  in  the  night,  and  now  has  his  main  force  and  wagons 
ioow  the  Chattahoochee,  with  Hardee's  corps  on  this  side  strongly  intrenched 
in  a  sort  of  tete-du-pont  on  a  ridge  of  hills  beginning  at  the  railroad  bridge 
ind  extending  down  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nickajack.  We  have  worked 
lurd,  and  now  Thomas'  left  is  on  the  Chattahoochee,  three  miles  above  the 
nOroad  bridge  at  Paice's  Ferry.  Stoneman  has  been  most  active  with  the 
ciTiliy  about  Swe^water,  and  is  now  on  the  Chattahoochee  about  Sandtown, 
nd  General  Garrard  started  this  morning  for  Roswell  Factory.  I  have  no 
Rport  from  him  yet.  I  am  now  far  ahead  of  my  railroad  and  telegraph  and 
lint  them  to  catch  up,  and  may  be  here  some  days.  Atlanta  is  in  plain  view 
nine  miles  distant*  We  have  had  continual  skirmishing,  but  our  losses  are 
nail,  whOe  we  have  inflieted  more  to  the  enemy.  Our  prisoners  taken  in  the 
hit  two  days  will  not  ML  much  short  of  two  thousand  (2,000.)  The  extent 
of  the  enemy's  parallel  already  taken  is  wonderful,  and  much  of  the  same  sort 
confipoDts  us  yet,  and  is  seen  beyond  the  Chattahoochee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


'.-3 

a  : 
1 


Hbaduuastbrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  ike  fields  near  ChaUahoochee  Rivera  July  6,  1864. 

Okhbhal  :  I  have  just  received  your  note  announcing  that  you  have  posses- 
iloQ  of  Roswell.    This  is  important ;  watch  well  the  crossing  there,  but  not  in 
foree,  keep  your  main  force  concealed  somewhat.     General  McCook  has  just 
ctarted  for  some  point  between  Rottenwood  and  Soap  creeks,  where  he  will  be 
^^         ^mjo\L    I  intend  to  throw  Schofield  over  on  that  flank  the  moment  I  pro- 

C~  to  attempt  a  crossing.     Fords  are  much  better  than  bridges,  and  tllerefore 

the  river  examined  well  as  to  fords.  I  am  on  the  main  road  at  the  point 
vkre  a  branch  goes  to  Vining's,  on  the  railroad.  Howard  is  at  Yining's,  and 
Wi  possession  of  Paice's.  McPherson's  right  is  at  Howell's  Ferry,  below  Nicka- 
)kL  The  enemy  holds  this  bank  from  the  railroad  bridge  down  to  Nickajack, 
ttd  Mems  to  have  it  well  fortified.  Atlanta  in  plain  view/  Stoneman  threatens 
fc  rfver  down  to  Sweetwater.  I  will  soon  have  a  telegraph  at  Vining's,  and 
7<Mi  ean  thus  communicate  by  Marietta.  You  will  have  rest  for  a  few  days,  and 
ioald  take  advantage  of  all  grain-fields. 
Tours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  Garrabd. 


[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  on  Chattahoochee^  July  6,  1864. 
Major  General  Hallbck,  Waihington,  D.  C; 

I  hvre  just  received  Secretary  Stanton's  despatch,  and  don't  understand  how 
Scounes  and  crew  were  allowed  to  leave  the  sinking  Alabama  in  an  English 
yadbt 
I  would  have  fteSeaei  the  President  had  not  proclaimed  martial  law  in  Ken- 
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tucky,  bat  simply  allowed  the  military  commanders  to  arrest  and  bani^  d 
malcontents,  while  the  honest  and  industrious  stay-at-homes  were  eocooraged 
by  the  increase  of  security.  Johnston  made  two  breaks  in  the  railroad^  on 
above  Marietta,  and  one  near  Yining's  Station.  The  former  is  already  done,  tu 
Johnston's  army  has  already  heard  the  sound  of  our  locomotives.  The  telegn^ 
is  done  to  Yining's,  and  the  field  wire  is  just  at  my  bivouac,  and  will  be  readjt; 
carry  this  to  you  as  soon  as  translated  into  cipher. 

I  propose  to  study  the  crossings  of  the  Chattahoochee,  and  when  all  is  reidij, 
to  move  quiftk.  As  a  beginning,  I  keep  the  wagons  and  troops  well  back  froo 
the  river,  and  display  to  the  enemy  only  the  picket  line,  with  a  few  batteria 
along  at  random.  Have  moved  General  Schofield  to  a  point  where  he  can  in  i 
single  march  reach  the  Chattahoochee  at  a  point  above  the  railroad  bridge 
where  there  is  a  ford.  At  present  the  waters  are  turbid  and  swollen  by  tbe  m 
rains,  but  if  the  present  hot  weather  lasts,  the  water  will  run  down  very  &0I 
We  have  pontoons  enough  for  four  (4)  bridges,  but,  as  our  crossing  will  h 
resisted,  we  must  mancBuvre  some.  All  the  regular  crossing-places  are  coverec 
by  forts  apparently  of  long  construction ;  but  we  shall  cross  in  due  time,  sai 
instead  of  attacking  Atlanta  direct,  or  any  of  its  forts,  propose  to  make  a  ciremt 
destroying  all  its  railroads.  This  is  a  delicate  movement  and  must  be  doai 
with  caution. 

Our  army  is  in  good  condition  and  full  of  confidence,  but  the  weather  I 
intensely  hot,  and  a  good  many  men  have  fallen  with  sun-stroke.  This  is  a  lifgl 
and  healthy  country,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  army  is  good. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  CommaiuU^^ 


[Cipher.] 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihejieldy  Chattahoochee  River,  July  6,  1864. 
General  Roussbau,  Nashville  and  Decatur: 


That  cavalry  expedition  must  now  be  off,  and  must  proceed  with  the  \ 
energy  and  confidence.  Everything  here  is  favorable,  and  I  have  official  infivt 
ation  that  General  A.  J.  Smith  is  out  from  Memphis  with  force  enough  to  gh 
Forrest  full  occupation.  Expeditions  inland  are  also  out  from  Yicksbuig  il 
Baton  Rouge,  as  well  as  against  Mobile.  If  managed  with  secrecy  and  lapiSl 
the  expedition  cannot  fail  of  success  and  will  accomplish  much  good. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Cattahoochee,  July  7,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

Dear  General  :  I  send  Major  McCoy  down  to  see  you.  I  did  intend 
ride  the  lines  to-day,  but  have  my  mind  so  intent  on  a  crossing  place  tha 
want  to  be  near.  The  cars  now  run  into  Marietta  and  down  as  far  as  a  bra 
that  will  be  repaired  to-day,  about  four  miles  back  of  the  bridge. 

The  enemy  hold,  as  a  tete-dupont,  the  hills  from  Nickajack  to  a  point  ab 
two  miles  above  the  bridge.  I  rather  prefer  this  should  be  so,  as  he  will  bf 
less  on  the  other  side.  1  wish  you  to  display  as  much  anxiety  to  cross  as  p 
sible  and  as  low  down,  but  keep  your  masses  ready  to  move  to  the  real  qwu 
when  required. 

I  wish  you  to  use  artillery  pretty  freely,  and  if ,  as  I  understand,  you  bav 
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fhnging  fire  on  the  extreme  point  of  that  range  near  Nickajack,  get  plenty  of 
giM— •aj  thirty — and  give  it  thnnder. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  an  important  despatch  from  Canhy,  in  addition  to  which 
General  Boosseaa  will  start  from  Decatur  for  Opelika. 

If  you  see  Stoneraan  feel  him,  and  see  how  he  would  like  to  work  down  the 
mar,  say  thirty  (30)  miles,  and  also  make  a  dash  at  Opelika,  swinging  hack  to 
« or  to  Rome  for  safety.  A  hreak  of  twenty  miles  from  Opelika  westward  is 
perfecdy  practicable  and  would  be  a  good  blow.  In  the  mean  time,  we  can  im- 
prove  our  communicadous  and  get  a  sure  crossing  at  some  point  above. 
YonrSt  &c.y 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 
General  HcPhbbson. 


Hbadciuartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  ChattaJioochee,  July  7,  1864. 

Gbnbral  :  Your  report  is  received  and  is  most  acceptable.  I  had  no  idea 
Alt  the  factories  at  Roswell  remained  in  operation,  but  supposed  the  machinery 
U  all  been  removed.  Their  utter  destruction  is  right  and  meets  my  entire 
Oproval ;  and  to  make  the  matter  complete,  you  will  arrest  the  owners  and  em- 
p^^  and  send  them  under  guard,  charged  with  treason,  to  Marietta,  and  I 
vill  see  as  to  any  man  in  America  hoisting  the  French  flag,  and  then  devoting 
b  labor  and  capital  to  supplying  armies  in  open  hostility  to  our  government, 
ad  daiming  the  benefit  of  his  neutral  flag.  Should  vou,  under  the  impulse  of 
soger,  natural  at  contemplating  such  perfidy,  hang  'the  wretch,  I  approve  the 
set  beforehand. 

I  have  sent  Greneral  Schofield  to  reconnoitre  over  on  that  flank,  and  I  want  a 
lodgement  made  on  the  other  bank  as  soon  as  possible,  anywhere  from  Roswell 
down  to  the  vicinity  of  Soap's  creek.  I  have  no  doubt  the  opposite  bank  is 
picketed,  but,  as  you  say,  the  main  cavalry  force  of  Wheeler  has  moved  to  the 
other  £ank,  and  we  should  take  advantage  of  it.  If  you  can  make  a  lodgement 
Oi  the  south  bank  anjrwhere,  and  secure  it  well,  do  so.  General  Schofield  will 
k  near  to  follow  it  up  and  enlarge  the  foothold.  He  had  just  started  from 
UTs  Station  a  few  minutes  before  I  received  your  despatch,  but  I  telegraphed 
As  substance  to  be  sent  to  overtake  him.  Keep  a  line  of  couriers  back  to 
Ibnetta,  and  telegraph  me  very  fully  and  often.  I  now  have  the  wires  to  my 
kivonae. 

By  selecting  some  one  ford,  say  the  second  or  third  below  the  mouth  of  Wil- 
Kyoe  creek  on  yotir  sketch,  and  holding  a  force  there  concealed,  say  a  brigade 
'Tih  your  battery ;  then  have  the  heads  of  each  of  your  other  two  brigades 
cnis  at  night  at  the  nearest  fords,  and,  without  firing  a  gun,  close  in  front  of  the 
''^e  in  position  ready  to  cross  with  artillery.  When  across  with  artillery, 
fcbest  position  on  a  commanding  hill  should  be  fortified.  1  will  see  that  the 
ttndry  is  relieved  by  Greneral  Schofield  at  once.  I  merely  suggest  this  plan, 
ttd  its  execution  about  daylight  to-morrow,  and  I  prefer  you  should  do  it. 

I  assure  you,  spite  of  any  little  disappointment  I  may  have  expressed,  I  feel 
4»you  personally  not  only  respect  but  affc*ction,  and  wish  for  you  unmeasured 
■ocecss  and  reputation ;  but  I  do  wish  to  inspire  all  cavalry  with  my  conviction 
that  caution  and  prudence  should  be  but  a  very  small  element  in  their.characters. 

I  repeat  my  orders  that  you  arrest  all  people,  male  and  female,  connected 
vfth  those  factories,  no  matter  what  the  clamor,  and  let  them  foot  it,  under  guard, 
0  Karietta,  whence  I  will  send  them  by  cars  to  the  north.  Destroy  and  make 
be  same  disposition  of  all  mills,  save  small  flouring-mills  manifestly  for  local 
IM^  but  all  saw-miUs  and  factories  dispose  of  effectually,  and  useful  laborers, 
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excnsed,  by  reason  of  their  skill  as  mannfacturers,  from  oonscription,  are  u 
mucli  prisoners  as  if  armed.  The  poor  women  will  make  a  howl.  Let  thes 
take  along  their  children  and  clothing,  providing  they  have  the  means  of  hauling 
or  you  can  spare  them.  We  will  retain  them  until  they  can  reach  a  coimtij 
where  they  can  live  in  peace  and  security. 

In  your  next  letter  give  me  as  much  information  as  you  can  as  to  the  siie 
and  dimensions  of  the  burned  bridge  at  Roswell  across  the  Chattahoochee.  We 
have  plenty  of  pontoon  bridging,  but  I  much  prefer  fords  for  so  large  an  annj 
as  we  have. 

I  am,  with  respect,  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Garrard, 

Roswell,  Georgia. 


[Cipher.  ] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldj  near  Chattahoochee,  July  7,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C  :  < 

General  Garrard  reports  to  me  that  he  is  in  possession  of  Rosswell,  when 
were  several  valuable  cotton  and  wool  factories  in  full  operation,  also  pspv- 
mills,  all  of  which,  by  my  order,  he  destroyed  by  fire.     They  had  been  Ar 
years  engaged  exclusively  at  work  for  the  confederate  government ;  and  the 
owner  of  the  woollen  factory  displayed  the  French  flag,  but  as  he  failed  also  tl 
show  the  United  States  flag,  General  Garrard  burned  it  also.     The  main  cottoi 
factory  was  valued  at  a  million  of  United  States  dollars.     The  cloth  on  hand  il 
reserved  for  the  use  of  United  States  hospitals ;  and  I  have  ordered  G^enenl 
Garrard  to  arrest  for  treason  all  owners  and  employes,  foreign  and  native*  itti 
send  them  under  guard  to  Marietta,  whence  I  will  send  them  north.     Being  fSr 
empt  from  conscription,  they  are  as  much  governed  by  the  rules  of  war  aa  if  oi 
the  ranks.    The  women  can  find  employment  in  Indiana.    This  whole  regiott 
was  devoted  to  manufactories,  but  I  will  destroy  every  one  of  them.    Jdue 
ston  is  manoeuvring  against  my  right,  and  I  will  try  and  pass  the  Chattahiit* 
chee  by  my  left.    Ask  Mr.  Stanton  not  lo  publish  the  substance  of  my  de* 
spatches,  for  they  reach  Richmond  in  a  day,  and  are  telegraphed  at  once  to  Air 
lanta.     The  Atlanta  papers  contain  later  news  from  Washington  than  I  get 
from  Nashville.    Absolute  silence  in  military  matters  is  the  only  safe  rule.   Lefe 
our  public  learn  patience  and  common  sense.  * 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding, 


New  Orleans,  June  27,  1864. 

Major  General  Sherman: 

General  Washburn  has  sent  me  a  copy  of  your  despatch  to  him  of  the  lltik 
instant.  I  had  previously  written  to  him  that  he  should  employ  A.  J.  Smith*f 
troops,  and 'any  others  that  he  could  reach,  to  pursue  and,  if  possible,  destroy 
Forrest's  command.  I  have  placed  under  his  control  all  the  militia  from  tko 
northwestern  States  that  were  ordered  to  report  to  me,  and  several  regiments  of 
old  troops  fiom  Missouri.  This  will  enable  him  to  give  Smith  an  e£Pective 
force  of  twelve  (12)  or  fifleen  (15)  thousand  men,  and  leave  a  reserve  of  £▼« 
^9j^id  (5,000)  for  other  operations.     I  will  start  the  expedition  against  Mo- 
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Inle  four  days  later.  A  cayaby  expedition  will  start  at  the  same  time  from 
Vidubiurg,  for  the  purpose  of  distracting  the  attention  of  the  enemj  from  Smith's 
operations  and  those  in  this  neighborhood.  A  large  cavalrj  force  will  leave  the 
liTer  above  Baton  Rouge  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the  Mobile  aq4  Ohio  road» 
and  Steele  will  also  be  instructed  to  make  a  demonstration  in  the  direction  of 
Price's  force.  We  have  labored  under  great  disadvantages  in  having  no  re- 
eovces  for  water  transportation  on  the  river,  but  this  will  soon  be  overcome. 

E.  R.  S.  CANBY 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  near  Chaltahoockee,  July  7,  1864. 
G«ieral  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  New  Orleans: 

Tour  despatch  of  the  27th  June  is  received  and  is  very  agreeable  news.  I 
tlunk  Generals  Smith  and  Mower  can  take  care  of  Forrest.  We  have  fought 
Joimston  steadily  back  for  a  hundred  miles  over  very  difficult  ground  fortified  at 
inmeDM  labor.  I  don't  think  our  loss  exceeds  that  of  the  enemy.  It  has  been 
one  immense  skirmish,  with  small  battles  interspersed. 

This  army  remains  strong  in  numbers  and  spirit,  and  has  been  wonderfully 
M^ed.  Though  repeatedly  broken,  our  railroad  and  telegraph  are  in  good  or- 
fa  to  the  rear,  and  I  have  depots  of  supplies  accumulated  at  fortified  points  to 
■7  rear. 

Atlanta  is  in  sight,  and  is  defended  by  a  well -handled  army  and  a  circle  of 
ftuihed  redoubts ;  yet  I  shall  not  pause.  The  expeditions  from  Memphis,  Vicks- 
Wie^tnd  Baton  Rouge  are  most  important,  and  will  keep  employed  the  forces 
of  ue  enemy  that  might  be  most  mischievous  to  my  rear. 

Also,  the  move  on  Mobile  will  be  most  opportune,  no  matter  in  what  strength, 
enn  if  confined  to  a  feint. 

On  the  9th  I  start  a  lightly  equipped  cavalry  force  of  about  three  thousand, 
ftOOO,)  without  wagons,  from  Decatur,  Alabama,  to  Opelika,  to  break  up  the 
■Bgle  track  from  Montgomery  eastward,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  separate 
<wima  from  Greorgia.  This  force  may  be  compelled  to  go  to  Pensacola. 
Atte  let  the  oonmianding  officer  at  Pensacola  look  out  for  them  about  the  20th 
to  25tii  ef  July.  If  they  make  Pensacola,  they  will  leave  horses  there  and 
wne  back  to  Tennessee  by  water.     Major  General  Rousseau  will  command. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher,] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river ^  July  7,  1864. 
General  Roussbau,  Nashville  and  Decatur  : 

Ihaveno  new  instructions  or  information  to  convey  to  you,  but  expect  you 
toleare  Decatur  on  the  9th.  If  Roddy  be  about  Tuscumbia  you  m  ght  send  a 
■ttll  iofantry  force  down  to  Waterloo  to  amuse  him  by  threatening  to  cross  and 
to  htm  the  Bear  Creek  bridge,  eight  (8)  miles  back  from  Eastport  and  five  (5) 
"jfe  east  from  luka.  You  may  give  out  that  you  are  going  to  Sol  ma,  but  be 
flOB  to  go  to  Opelika  and  break  up  railroad  between  it  and  Montgomery.  There 
*  but  a  single  road  there  that  unites  the  Georgia  roads  with  the  Alabama  roads. 
I  tm  convinced  General  A.  J.  Smith  will  give  full  employment  to  Forrest,  and  I 
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will  keep  Joe  Johnston  fully  employed,  and  Ganby  will  look  out  for  the  Mobile 
garrison.  When  you  reach  the  roads,  do  your  work  well,  bum  the  tics  in  piles, 
heat  the  iron  in  the  middle,  and  when  red-hot  let  the  men  pull  the  ends  so  as  to 
give  a  twist  tt>  the  rail.  If  simply  bent  the  rails  may  be  used  again ;  but  if  the 
rails  are  twisted  or  wrenched  they  cannot  be  used  again.  In  retreating,  you 
should  take  the  back  track;  and  if  pursued,  turn  for  me,  or  for  Rome,  or  Kings- 
ton, or  Alatoona. 

Be  sure  to  take  no  wagons,  but  pack  some  led  horses.  Travel  early  and  late 
in  the  days,  but  rest  at  midday  and  midnight.  Spare  your  horses  for  the  iirdt 
week,  and  keep  them  ready  for  the  return  trip.  I  think  the  only  force  in  your 
route  is  Pillow's,  about  Oxford,  or  Jacksonville,  or  Gadsden.  We  are  down  to 
the  Chattahoochee  and  will  soon  be  across.     All  is  well  with  us. 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadqvartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihejltldy  near  Chattahoochee^  July  7,  1864. 
General  Schofibld,  Ruff's  Station: 

You  may  move  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  mouth  of  Soap's  creek.  Ma^k 
well  your  command,  and  make  a  lodgement  across  the  Chattahoochee,  but  do  not 
attempt  it  until  you  have  a  ford  near  by,  by  which  to  re-enforce  the  party  first 
sent,  or  by  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  retire.  We  can,  after  lodgement,  make 
roads  to  the  croissiug,  and  may  add  pontoon  bridges,  of  which  we  have  enough  for 
four  bridges.  After  securing  a  point  opposite  Soap's  creek,  Roswell's  will  follow 
as  a  matter  of  course,  and  will  be  additional.  The  moment  I  hear  that  General 
Garrard  has  made  a  lodgement  at  Roswell's,  I  will  send  a  division  of  General 
McPherson  to  hold  fast  all  he  makes.  With  Roswell's  and  mouth  of  Soap's 
creek,  we  have  plenty  of  room,  with  Marietta  as  the  depot. 

I  will  go  down  to  General  McPhcrson's  and  stir  them  up  in  the  morning  by 
way  of  diversion. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldt  near  Chattahoochee,  July  8,  1864. 
General  Schopield,  BuffT*  Station : 

It  is  all  important  I  sliould  know  as  soon  as  possible  the  general  topography 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  roads  in  every  di- 
rection, especially  toward  Stone  Mount  and  Decatur.  If  you  can  catch  a  few 
people  who  ought  to  know  all  about  it  send  them  to  me. 

1  will  go  to  the  extreme  right  to-day.  General  Rousseau  will  start  from  De- 
catur for  Opelika  to-morrow,  and  General  Stoueman  jnay  feign  down  as  far  as 
Campbeltou.  I  think  the  railroad  bridge  was  burned  last  night.  No  other 
news. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Mqjor  General  Comtnanding. 
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Decatub,  July  8,  1864. 
Mqor  Greneral  Shbbman  : 

I  am  off  to-daj,  after  all  sorts  oF  petty  annoyances  composing  delays.  I 
k^  to  accompliah  fully  what  you  desire,  and  shall  do  my  best.  I  go  sixteen 
(16)  miles  to-dbEty,  and  hope  to  reach  the  point  in  seven  (7)  to  eight  (8)  days. 

L.  H.  ROUSSEAU, 

Major  General. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 

In  the  fields  near  Chattahoochee ,  July  9,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

I  have  an  Atlanta  paper  of  the  6th.  I  think  its  tone  is  changed,  and  it  apolo- 
giiea  for  the  necessity  of  civilians  quitting  the  place.  By  it  I  see  that  General 
Sioenm  is  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  have  no  doubt  we  will  soon  perceive  the 
Act  of  (General  Smith's  move  in  Mississippi,  and  General  Canby's  against 
lUile. 

If  Oeoeral  Howard  coald  get  a  cable  over  to  that  pontoon  bridge  and  haul  it 
iMo  place,  it  woald  be  a  constant  threat  at  that  point. 

^  W.T.SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee,  July  8,  1864. 
Oaend  Thomas: 

Gsaenl  Garrard  will  effect  a  lodegment  to-morrow  morning  at  Roswell,  and 
Ottaal  Schofield  about  the  mouth  of  Soap's  creek.  The  moment  I  hear  that 
fl«eial  Garrard  is  successful,  I  will  send  one  of  General  McPherson's  corps 
11;  bit  he  is  so  far  off  that  it  may  become  necessary  to  re-enforce  him  (Genend 
wrard)  in  the  night  to-morrow,  in  which  case  I  will  call  for  a  division  of  G^ne- 
nl  Howard,  nearest  to  Roswell,  to  be  relieved  by  Greneral  McPherson  as  soon 
•  ke  can  get  there.  At  daybreak  to-morrow  make  some  display  to  assist  in 
Mv<eriog  the  movements. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Roswell,  July  9,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 
Mijor  General  Shbbman  : 

I  btve  the  ridge  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  The  infantry  should  come 
^  it  ODoe.  I  see  no  reason  why  1  cannot  hold  it ;  but  cannot  tell  what  may 
tCMr  before  long. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  GARRARD, 
Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V. 


Roswell,  July  9,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
%ir  General  Shebman  : 

Ibave  to  report  the  arrival  of  General  Newton  with  his  division,  4th  corps. 
^  was  quiet,  and  he  relieved  me  about  dark.     My  cavalry  pickets  are  about 
8* 
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two  miles  from  the  river  on  the  Atlanta  road.  There  has  heen  but  slight  op[ 
sitiou  to-day,  though  my  cavalry  pickets  stand  opposite  to  those  of  the  eneii] 
and  have  had  some  skirmishing.  No  sign  of  large  force  of  the  enemy's  infant 
The  ford  is  very  rough,  and  about  belly-deep.  Wagons  might  be  passed  ov 
though  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  bridge  built.  Dimensions  of  old  bridg 
length  six  hundred  and  forty-two  (642)  feet ;  six  (6)  spans ;  good  stone  pic 
fourteen  (14)  feet  from  water. 

K.  GARRARD, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding  Cavalry, 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 
In  thejicldt  near  Chattahoochee,  July  9,  1864. 

(xeneral  Halleck,  WashingUmt  D,  C: 

I  telegraph  to  you,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Stanton  answers.  Drop  me  a  wo: 
BOW  and  then  of  advice  and  encouragement.  I  think  I  have  done  well  to  miii 
tain  such  an  army  in  this  country,  fighting  for  sixty  (60)  days,  and  yet  m 
losses  are  made  up  by  the  natural  increase.  The  assault  I  made  was  no  mistak 
I  had  to  do  it.  The  enemy,  and  our  own  aimy  and  officers,  had  settled  dow 
into  the  conviction  that  the  assault  of  lines  formed  no  part  of  my  game,  an 
the  moment  the  enemy  was  found  behind  anything  like  a  parapet,  why,  even 
body  would  deploy,  throw  up  counter- works,  and  take  it  easy,  leaving  it  to  tl 
**01d  Man"  to  turn  the  position.  Had  the  assault  been  made  with  one-fooit 
more  vigor,  (mathematically,)  I  would  have  put  the  head  of  George  Thomii 
whole  army  right  through  Johnston's  deployed  line,  on  the  best  ground  for  **i 
ahead,"  while  my  entire  forces  were  well  in  hand  on  roads  converging  to  ■ 
then  object.  Marietta.  Had  Harker  and  McGook  not  been  struck  down  so  eid; 
the  assault  would  have  succeeded,  and  then  the  battle  would  have  all  been  i 
•vr  favor,  on  account  of  our  superiority  in  numbers  and  initiative.  Even  u 
was,  Johnston  has  been  much  more  cautious  since,  and  gives  ground  more  freel; 
His  next  fighting  line  (Smyrna  camp  ground)  he  only  held  one  day. 

I  have  got  General  Schofield  across  the  Chattahoochee  with  two  good  poi 
toon  bridges  without  loss,  and  momentarily  wait  the  news  of  my  cavalry  beii 
across  at  "Roswell"  factory,  where  is  the  best  ford  on  the  whole  river;  h 
before  going  ahead  I  will  add  there  a  good  pier  or  trestle  bridge,  and  will  i 
some  point  intermediate,  convenient  to  roads,  put  down  two  more  ponttx 
bridges,  making  five  bridges  and  three  fords,  before  I  put  the  army  across  tl 
Chattahoochee. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  paper  in  reference  to  the  Roswell  &et 
Ties.  They  were  very  valuable,  and  were  burned  by  my  orders.  They  hi 
Ibeen  engaged  almost  exclusively  in  manufacturing  cloth  for  the  confeden 
army,  and  you  will  observe  they  were  transferred  to  the  English  and  Frai 
flags  for  safety ;  but  such  nonsense  cannot  deceive  me.  They  were  tainted  wi 
treason,  and  such  fictitious  transfer  was  an  aggravation.  I  will  send  all  t 
ewners,  agents,  and  employes  up  to  Indiana  to  get  rid  of  them  here.  I  take 
a  neutral  is  no  better  than  one  of  our  own  citizens,  and  we  would  not  reep 
the  property  of  one  of  our  own  citizens  engaged  in  supplying  a  hostile  army. 

Write  me  a  note  occasionally,  and  suggest  anything  that  may  occur  to  y< 
as  I  am  really  in  the  wilderness  down  here;  but  I  will  fight  any  and  all  1 
lime  on  anything  like  fair  terms,  and  that  is  the  best  strategy;  but  it  wo* 
not  be  fair  to  run  up  agaiust  such  parapets  as  I  find  here. 
Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General 
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Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Chattahoockcet  July  9,  1864. 
SC'HOPIELD  : 

al  Garrard  is  across  at  Roswell,  and  Dodge  is  moving  to  that  point  with 
\  fortify  a  tet4;  de  pont  and  to  huild  a  good  trestle  bridge.  I  want  from 
innte  description  of  your  position,  and  all  information  as  to  roads  leading 
to  the  east  about  Stone  mountain.  I  propose  to  operate  some  to  the 
accomolate  stores,  and  then  go  ahead. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 

Hbadquarters  Military  Divisiox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  ChaUah4>ocheet  July  9,  1S64. 
Hallbck,  Washingtm^  D.  C. : 

al  Schofield  effected  a  lodgenMoit  across  the  Chattahoochee,  near  the  mouth 
i  creek  last  nieht,  and  has  two  sood  pontoon  bridges.  He  captured  the 
an  that  f>uaraed  the  passage,  out  the  guard  fled.  General  Garrard 
It  Roswell  factory,  and  has  a  secure  lodgement  at  the  Shallow  ford. 
Dodge  is  moving  to  that  point  to  take  Ganard's  place,  and  has  orders 
a  good  bridge  there.  These  crossings  will  be  strongly  covered  with 
will  then  endeavor  to  break  the  railroad  south  of  Atlanta  by  an  ex- 
ttmn.  Decatur,  under  General  Rousseau,  and  another  ftem  here.  In  the 
irwill  collect  supplies,  and  secure  better  my  rear,  and  then  cross  over 
I  ffrmy  and  go  ahead.  Weather  is  very  hot,  but  the  country  is  high 
Uiy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  CJommanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  the  Chattahoochee,  July  9,  1864. 

ral  :  We  now  have  a  good  lodgement  on  the  other  bank  of  the  river. 
i  at  the  mouth  of  Soap's  creek,  and  Garrard  opposite  Roswell.  I  saw 
Dodge  to-day  en  route  for  Roswell,  and  explained  to  him  the  importance 
Ian,  and  he  understands  it  fully.  He  and  Garrard  can  hold  it  secure 
e  manoeuvre  a  little  more  on  our  right,  and  give  time  to  collect  stores  at 
^  and  for  Rousseau  to  get  a  good  offing.  We  noticed  a  good  deal  ef 
I  the  enemy's  camps  to-day,  troops  and  wagons  moving  rapidlv  east  and 
Johnston  sees  I  threaten  Decatur  and  Stone  mountain,  and  now  is  a 
ae  for  Stoneman  to  strike  south.  I  want  him,  if  possible,  to  secure  a 
Campbellton,  or  below,  and  strike  the  West  Point  road.  I  do  believe 
b  it,  for  Johnston  will  spread  his  force  to  much  that  it  will  be  weak  at 
s.  I  have  told  Stoneman  that  if  he  secures  both  banks  at  Campbellton, 
feny-boats,  he  may  call  on  you  for  a  brigade  to  hold  it  whilst  he  strikes 
oad. 

one  we  do  not  intend  to  attack  the  tete  de  pont  of  the  enemy,  and  unless 
n  sapposes  1  have  scattered  my  force  too  much  he  will  not  venture  to 
ad  if  he  does,  our  position  is  as  strong  against  him  as  his  against  us,  and 
o  apprehensions  on  that  score.     Therefore,  if  Stoneman  calls  for  a  brigade 
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Keep  hammering  away  all  the  time,  and  the  moment  he  lets  go  this  hank 
cupj  it ;  hut  if  he  holds  on,  as  soon  as  the  time  comes  we  will  let  him  bU] 
this  side,  and  we  will  go  over. 

With  Thomas  things  are  sfatu  quo.    Railroad  and  telegraph  all  right. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Comjnandini 
General  McPherson,  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
Near  the  Chattahoochee^  July  9,  186 
General:  In  pursuance  of  our  conversation  of  this  day,  I  have  to  req 
that  you  proceed  with  your  command  to  Campbellton  to-morrow  night,  ap( 
ing  suddenly  before  the  place,  and  securing,  if  possible,  the  boats  there,  or  for 
the  enemy  to  destroy  them.  If  you  can  possibly  do  it,  get  possession  of  t 
boats,  and  also  of  the  other  bank.  I  am  very  anxious  that  an  attack  or  c 
onstration  be  made  against  the  railroad  below  Atlanta,  and  will  instruct  Grci 
McPherson  to  have  a  brigade  of  infantry  ready  to  come  down  and  hold  the  r 
whilst  you,  with  cavalry,  strike  the  road.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  crossii 
Schofield  and  Grarrard  above  will  draw  in  that  direction  Johnston's  chief  « 
and  that  what  troops  are  left  south  of  Atlanta  will  be  strung  out  as  far  as  1 
Point,  where  he  will  keep  the  chief  force.  The  point  where  the  road  wod 
easiest  reached  will  be,  say,  half  way  from  Atlanta  to  West  Point,  but  it  w 
not  be  safe  for  you  to  pass  Campbellton  unless  the  ferry  is  well  destro 
The  bridge  at  Franklin  is  almost  too  far  down,  but  still  it,  too,  might  be  reai 
by  you,  and  either  used  or  destroyed.  A  ford  but  little  known  or  i^sed  b 
Campbellton  and  this  side  of  the  Franklin  bridge  will  be  the  best,  if  such  e 
and  you  may  incur  any  risk,  sure  of  my  approval,  for,  whether  you  make  a  b 
of  the  road,  or  merely  cause  a  diversion,  you  will  do  good. 

Don't  be  absent  more  than  four  or  five  days,  and  keep  me  advised  on  all 
Bible  occasions. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding 
Major  General  Stoneman, 

Commanding  Division  of  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee,  July  10,  186 
General  Thomas  : 

Signal  officers  report  railroad  and  all  other  bridges  burning ;  of  course,  if  i 
be  the  case  the  enemy  has  gone  across ;  yet  I  hear  firing  of  pickets.  Repo 
me  the  truth  as  soon  as  ascertained. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commands 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee,  July  10,  IB 
General  Thomas  : 

Let  Howard  move  up  to  supporting  distance  of  Schofield  to  assist  him  ii 
thfijenemy  attempt  to  dislodge  him. 
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Detachments  of  Hooker  and  Palmer  should  occupy  the  redoubts  this  side, 
bat  keep  yoor  wagons  and  masses  out  of  sight  for  the  present. 

W.  T,  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

July  10,  1864—4.  45  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  enemy  has  left  my  front  and  burned  the  railroad  and  wagon  bridges  over 
the  river.  1  have  ordered  the  skirmishers  to  feel  up  and  ascertain  if  they  are 
sdll  on  this  side.  I  presume  the  firing  we  heard  is  the  pickets  exchanging 
shots  across  the  river. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Clmbkrland, 

July,  10  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Hooker  and  Palmer  occupy  the  enemy's  works  in  their  fronts,  and  have  skirmish- 
en  on  the  river  bank.  Their  camps  have  not  been  moved.  Howard  has  been 
ordered  to  move  to  supporting  distance  of  Schofield. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  ricer,  July  10,  1864. 
General  Dodge,  Rotwdl: 

I  have  been  out  all  day  and  just  back.  Have  received  General  Garrard's  and 
joor  despatches.  I  design  that  General  McPherson's  whole  army  shall  come 
to  that  flank,  and  you  are  to  prepare  the  way.  General  Newton  will  stay  with 
you  till  you  feel  all  safe,  when  he  will  rejoin  his  corps  now  in  support  of  Gene- 
nl  Schofield,  eight  ( 8)  miles  below  you.  General  Garrard  will  picket  the  roads, 
and  I  want  you  to  fortify  a  ttte  de  pont  and  bridge.  General  McPherson  will 
2>ente  to  the  right,  and  then,  when  all  is  ready,  will  come  rapidly  to  your  flank. 
Therefore,  make  all  preparations  to  that  end.  General  Schofield  has  a  secure 
place  opposite  the  mouth  of  Soap's  creek.  Keep  me  well  advised  by  courier  to 
Marietta  and  telegraph. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  10,  18G4. 
General  Thomas  : 

General  Schofield  has  a  good  bridge  and  position,  but  the  road  up  the  hill  is 
narrow,  crooked  and  steep.  I  think  the  road  out  from  Powers's  ferry  is  better 
and  leads  straight  to  the  Cross  Keys,  the  first  point  common  to  the  roads  out 
from  Roswell,  (McPherson,)  Phillips's,  (Schoficld's,)  and  Powers's  and  Paice's, 
(yours.)     General  Dodge  will  make  a  good  bridge  at  Eoswell ;  General  Scho- 
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field  will  make  a  bridge  at  Phillips's,  and  70a  can  have  your  own  and  McPherson's 
pontoons  at  Powers's  and  Paice's.  General  Howard  is  close  np  to  General  ScLo- 
field,  and  General  Newton  will  join  him  as  soon  as  General  Dodge  has  made  his 
bridge  and  works.  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  General  Howard  to  secure  the 
hill  at  Powers's  ferry,  just  below  the  crossing,  and  move  the  pontoons  down  as 
soon  as  General  Schofield  gets  a  trestle  bridge  done.  I  want  General  McPherson 
to  feign  strong  at  Turner's  and  cover  General  Stoneman's  movements  down  the 
river,  and  I  want  you  to  make  strong  demonstrations  at  the  railroad  bridge,  but 
keep  in  mind  that  you  are  to  cross  at  Powers's  and  Paice's.  All  the  roads  back 
to  Marietta  are  good,  but  the  cross-roads  are  steep  and  hilly.  The  road  from 
Powers's  to  Vining's  is  quite  good^-crosses  Rotten  wood  at  a  mill-dam.  All  pre- 
parations should  be  maae  in  three  days. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  thejicldf  near  Chattahoochee ,  July  10,  1S64. 

General  :  I  have  pretty  much  made  up  my  mind  as  to  the  next  move,  but 
would  be  glad  to  hear  any  suggestion  from  you. 

I  propose  that  General  Stoncman  shall  attempt  to  break  the  road  below 
Atlanta  ;  to  accumulate  stores  at  Marietta,  and  increase  our  guards  to  the  rear : 
then  suddenly  to  shift  you  to  Roswell,  General  Dodge  in  the  mean  time  to  get 
you  a  good  tete  de  pant  and  bridge.  General  Schofield  is  already  at  Phillipe*s 
ferry,  across  and  fortified ;  he,  too,  will  make  a  good  trestle  bridge.  General 
Thomas  will  group  his  at  l?owers's  and  Paice's  ferries. 

But  for  the  next  three  days,  while  these  preparations  are  being  made,  I  waot 
you  to  demonstrate  as  though  attempting  to  cross  at  Turner's  or  below,  and 
General  Thomas  the  same  at  the  railroad  bridge.  When  General  Stoneisan 
is  back,  I  will  give  you  the  word  to  shift  rapidly  to  Roswell  and  cross  over, 
and  in  anticipation  you  can  get  your  wagons  back  to  Marietta,  except  such  as 
you  need.  General  Thomas  will  need  yours  and  his  pontoons  to  cross  at 
Powers's  and  Paice's.  At  the  right  time  I  will  leave  Generals  Stoneman  and 
McCook  to  cover  the  front  and  cross  all  the  balance  of  the  army  and  advance 
it  with  its  right  on  or  near  Peach  Tree  creek,  and  the  left  (you)  to  swing 
towards  Stone  mountain.  Johnston  will  be  found  to  occupy  his  redoubts  about 
Atlanta,  and  also  Stone  mountain  and  Decatur.  We  can  manoeuvre  so  as  to 
compel  him  to  weaken  his  centre  or  one  of  his  flanks,  when  we  can  act  If  he 
neglect  his  right  or  centre,  we  get  on  his  Augusta  road.  If  he  neglect  Atlanta, 
we  take  it.  If  he  assume  the  offensive,  we  cover  our  roads  and  base,  and  can 
make  as  good  use  of  Peach  Tree  as  he.  If  General  Stoneman  could  break  tlie 
road,  so  much  the  better ;  but  if  he  cannot,  I  calculate  that  Greneral  Ronsaeaa 
will  do  so  within  a  week,  quite  as  early  as  we  can  be  at  or  near  Crosa  Keys. 

The  ground  opposite  still  continues  rough,  but  that  we  cannot  help.  I  find  all 
the  roads  leading  back  from  Roswell,  Phillips's  and  Powers's  ferries  to  Marietta 
are  good,  but  the  cross-roads  are  hilly  and  sharp. 

The  advantage  of  this  plan  over  the  one  of  crossing  to  the  south  is  that  we 
are  all  between  the  enemy  and  our  base ;  and  now  that  he  has  destroyed  hi  J  own 
bridges,  he  cannot  get  over  without  fighting  us.  Study  your  mapa  and  be 
ready,  but  in  the  mean  time  stir  up  the  enemy  all  you  can  on  that  flank  and 
make  feints  as  though  designing  to  cross  the  Chattahoochee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  ComnuimdiMg. 

Major  General  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
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Headquartbrs  left  wing,  11th  Army  Corps, 

Roswelh  July  10,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

My  troops  are  arriving  and  crossing.  I  have  been  here  three  hours,  and  in 
company  with  General  Newton  have  thoroughly  examined  the  country.  I  will 
occupy  and  fortify  to-night  a  tetedepont  one-half  mile  from  the  river  and  ex- 
tending up  and  down  one  mile,  covering  the  entire  ford,  bridge  and  roads  leading 
to  them.  The  ford  is  one-half  mile  or  more  in  extent,  very  rough  and  impracti- 
cable, except  for  troops  to  bridge  the  stream.  I  will  have  to  build  over  six 
hundred  and  fifty  (650)  feet  in  length.  I  shall  use  the  old  piers  and  trestle 
between,  and  we  have  a  strong  picket  out  three  miles,  covering  the  forks  and 
road  leading  to  McAfee's  bridge,  eight  (8)  miles  up  the  river,  and  the  road  that 
leads  to  Atlanta.  It  is  too  far  out  to  take  the  command  until  the  river  is  easily 
passed  by  artillery  and  trains. 

G.  M.  DODGE,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Chattahoochee  river  ^  July  11,  1864. 
General  Dooob,  RonoelU  Georgia  : 

I  know  yon  have  a  big  job,  but  that  is  nothing  new  for  you.  Tell  General 
Newton  that  his  corps  is  now  up  near  General  Schofield's  crossing,  and  that  all 
is  quiet  thereabouts.  He  might  send  down  and  move  his  camp  to  the  proximity 
of  nis  corps,  but  I  think  Roswell  and  Shallow  Ford  so  important,  that  I  prefer 
him  to  be  near  you  until  you  are  well  fortified.  If  he  needs  rations,  tell  hint 
to  get  his  wagons  up,  and  I  think  you  will  be  able  to  spare  him  day  after  to- 
morrow. I  know  the  bridge  at  Roswell  is  important,  and  you  may  destroy  all 
Georgia  to  make  it  good  and  strong. 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbaduuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Chattahoochee  river  y  July  11,  1864. 

Gbnbral  :  The  importance  of  your  command  to  the  success  of  my  opera- 
tions 18, 1  know,  already  appreciated  by  you ;  but  when  I  suggest  any  addi- 
tional work  or  experience,  1  beg  you  to  consider  it  as  resulting  from  my  sup- 
posed large  experience  in  the  military  art. 

In  the  first  place,  I  fear  that  our  infantry  officers  suppose  if  cavalry  comes 
about,  they  are  excused  from  doing  anything  but  to  defend  their  own  posts. 
This  18  not  so.  Infantry  can  always  whip  cavalry,  and  in  a  wooded  and 
monntainona  country  can  actually  thwart  it,  and  even  at  times  capture  it.  Of 
coarse*  as  a  general  rule,  a  footman  cannot  catch  a  horseman  on  a  fair  road  or 
eoantry.  but  nothing  is  more  awkward  in  a  wooded  and  mountainous  country 
than  a  command  of  cavalry  forced  to  go  through  narrow  defiles,  across  streams 
at  particolar  fords  or  bridges,  or  up  and  down  certain  valleys  which  can  be 
seen  from  the  mountain  tops  and  ambushes.  I  have  not  yet  seen  in  this  war  a 
cavalry  force  of  a  thousand  that  was  not  afraid  of  the  sight  of  a  dozen  infantry 
bayonets,  for  the  reason  that  the  cavalry,  to  be  effective,  has  to  have  a  road  or 
smooth  field ;  whereas  the  infantry  man  steps  into  the  bushes  and  is  safe,  or 
can  block  a  road  in  five  minutes  and  laugh  at  the  man  on  horseback. 

The  moral  I  wish  to  inculcate  by  these  simple  illustrations  is,  by  knowing 
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the  country  and  thinking  ahead,  an  infantry  garrison  can  act  against  cavalry. 
Therefore,  it  is  expected  of  the  infantry  guarding  our  road,  that  they  are  not 
to  sit  down  and  let  cavalry  prance  all  around  them,  hut  that  they  must  ambush 
their  roads,  anticipate  their  passage  at  mountain  passes  and  creek  crossings,  or 
can  pursue  them  and  catch  them  jammed  in  narrow  roads  or  at  bridges.  Thus 
at  Dalton  a  lookout  should  be  kept  all  along  Taylor's  ridge  to  give  notice  of 
horsemen  in  the  far  off  valleys,  and  then  they  should  be  waylaid.  Rewards 
should  be  offered  and  paid  to  faithful  citizens  and  negroes  who  give  notice  of 
the  presence  of  parties  of  the  enemy,  but  they  should  always  be  waylaid  and 
pursued. 

Another  matter  I  will  draw  your  attention  to  :  officers  and  men  naturally 
slip  into  houses  and  establish  headquarters  offices,  &c.,  and  are  about  as  useless 
as  if  posted  in  Canada.  Make  a  positive  order  that  each  garrison  shall  build 
anew  a  good  stockade  with  earthwork,  abattis,  &c.,  not  too  strong,  but  to  serve 
as  a  stronghold  and  rallying  point,  to  hold  a  dash  of  cavalry  in  check,  and  more 
especially  to  allow  a  part  of  the  garrison  to  hold  the  post  while  the  greater 
portion  goes  forth  to  battle  with  the  enemy.  A  fixed  garrison  is  harmless  and 
useless.     Its  only  value  is  in  its  power  of  offence. 

I  think  you  had  better  embody  some  of  these  ideas,  and  such  others  as  may 
suggest  themselves  to  you,  in  a  general  order,  and  have  it  printed  on  pasteboard 
and  hung  up  at  every  post,  and  then  make  your  inspectors  enforce  it. 

We  are  now  in  full  possession  of  the  country  down  to  the  Chattahoochee, 
and  have  two  good  crossings— one  at  Roswell,  and  the  other  at  the  mouth  of 
Soap's  creek,  known  as  Phillips's,  and  I  only  await  a  few  developments  to  go 
ahead.  General  Vandever  telegraphs  from  Rome  that  Pillow's  force  has  gone 
towards  Meridian.  If  another  attempt  is  made  from  that  quarter,  it  should  be 
counteracted  by  moving  behind  it  from  Rome  and  Gunter's  landing. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Stbedman, 

Commanding  District  of  Etowa?i. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Chattahoochee  river  ^  July  11,  1864. 
General  Hallrck,  Washington,  D.  C, : 

The  enemy  is  now  all  beyond  the  Chattahoochee,  having  destroyed  all  his 
bridges.  We  occupy  the  west  bank  for  thirty  miles,  and  have  two  heads  of 
columns  across— one  at  the  Shallow  ford,  at  Rossville,  and  the  other  at  the  mouth 
of  Soap's  creek,  Phillips's.  At  these  we  are  making  good  pier  bridges.  Water 
is  shallow,  rock  bottom,  but  strong  and  rapid  current.  I  propose  to  have 
another  of  pontoons  lower  down,  about  the  mouth  of  Rottenwood  or  Island 
creeks. 

The  last  works  abandoned  by  the  enemy  were  the  strongest  of  all,  embracing 
two  detached  redoubts,  and  extending  along  the  river  hills  for  about  five  miles, 
having  in  its  whole  extent  finished  abatis  and  parapet,  with  glacis  obstructed 
with  chevaux-de-frise  and  all  manner  of  impediments.  But  the  moment  John- 
ston detected,  I  had  ignored  his  fort,  and  secured  two  good  lodgements  above 
him,  on  the  east  bank,  at  Roswell  factory  and  at  Philips's,  he  drew  his  forces 
across  and  burned  all  his  bridges,  viz :  one  railroad  and  trestle  and  three  (3) 
pontoons. 
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We  now  commence  the  real  game  for  Atlanta,  and  I  expect  prettj  eharp 
practice  ;  bat  I  think  we  have  the  advantage,  and  I  propose  to  keep  it. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river ,  July  11,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

I  have  ordered  General  McPherson  to  send  his  pontoons  here  to-morrow. 
I  will  order  them  to  Powers's  ferry,  and  I  will  want  you  to  effect  a  lodge- 
ment there  to-morrow  night  and  next  day.  There  is  no  enemy  of  any  size 
to  our  immediate  front,  and  General  Dodge  reports  the  enemy's  cavalry  alone 
above  Peach  Tree  creek,  at  Buckhead.  He  says  he  has  an  Atlanta  paper 
of  the  10th;  that  all  the  wealthy  people  are  leaving,  and  that  a  council  of  war 
was  held,  when  it  was  decided  to  fight  for  Atlanta.  General  Rousseau  tele- 
graphs from  Decatur  that  he  started  that  day,  and  would  be  on  the  Montgomery 
and  Opelika  road  in  eight  (8)  or  nine  (9)  days.  I  think  we  should,  as  soon  as 
possible,  secure  the  opposite  bank,  from  Roswell  down  to  Peach  Tree  creek. 
I  think  the  bridge  across  Peach  Tree,  near  the  railroad  bridge,  is  still  standing. 
I  watched  it  close  to-day ;  I  think  I  saw  half  a  dozen  men  pass  it,  but,  with  that 
exception,  there  was  no  life  visible.  There  was  no  danger  in  standing  in  full 
view  in  the  redoubt  to-day.  The  signal  officer  reports  the  absence  of  all  camps 
from  the  other  side  to-day.  I  suppose  Johnston  will  group  his  army  about 
Atlanta  and  wait  for  us  to  develop  our  game.  I  only  await  news  from  Stone- 
man  to  put  General  McPherson  in  motion. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  12,  1864 — 2  a.m. 
General  :  I  have  received  your  despatches  of  last  night.  You  may  put  in 
motion  at  once  the  15th  corps  and  trains  for  Roswell,  leaving  General  Blair 
with  such  artillery  and  wagons  as  he  may  need  to  await  the  return  of  General 
Stoneman,  and  to  make  in  the  mean  time  the  necessary  demonstrations  about 
Sandtown,  Howell's  and  Turner's.  The  enemy,  having  destroyed  his  bridges, 
cannot  come  back  on  General  Blair,  and  therefore  he  can  strip  light  so  as  to 
follow  you  as  little  encumbered  as  possible  when  General  Stoneman  does  get 
back  or  is  heard  from.  Instruct  General  Blair  fully  on  these  points,  and  let  him 
report  to  me  direct  while  thus  established.  Let  your  troops  move  in  the  cool 
of  the  evening  and  by  moonlight  and  in  the  morning,  sparing  men  and  animals 
as  much  as  possible.  You  will  then  proceed  to  Roswell  in  person  and  take 
control  of  matters  on  that  flank,  giving  the  necessary  orders  to  your  own  troops 
and  to  General  Garrard's  cavalry.  I  want  everything  done  that  is  prudent  and 
necessary  at  Roswell  to  make  it  a  kind  of  secondary  base  for  operations  against 
Atlanta  and  the  roads  east  towards  Augusta  and  Macon.  As  you  know,  the 
bridges  are  under  progress,  and  the  telegraph  will  be  there  as  soon  as  you.  The 
ford  there  though  rough,  is  always  practicable  in  case  of  accident  to  ourselves  or 
the  bridge,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  reasons  for  its  use  as  a  point  of  departure 
and  the  roads  to  and  from  Roswell  are  old  and  much  used.  The  country  there- 
nbouts  is  also  represented  as  abounding  in  grass,  grain,  and  cornfields,  all  of 
which  will  come  into  use. 
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Your  wagons  and  artillery  should  move  by  Marietta  and  fill  up  with  provi- 
sions, forage  and  ammunition,  and  I  think  that  also  is  the  best  road  for  the 
troops,  though  a  few  miles  could  be  saved  by  cutting  across  by  Smyrna  camp- 
ground. 

If  convenient,  you  might  ride  by  the  Turner's  Feriy  road,  along  the  enemy's 
recent  works,  by  General  Thomas's  and  my  headquarters,  to  confer  with  me  and 
to  compare  maps. 

I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  McPherson, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  12,  1864. 

Dear  General:  I  have  written  you  but  once  since  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign, but  I  report  by  telegraph  to  General  Halleck  daily,  and  he  furnishes  you 
copy.  My  progress  was  slower  than  I  calculated,  from  two  chief  causes — an 
uninterrupted  rain  from  June  2  to  about  the  22d,  and  the  peculiar  sub-moun- 
tainous nature  of  the  country  from  the  Etowah  to  the  Chattahoochee.  But 
we  have  overcome  all  opposition  and  whipped  Johnston  in  every  fight  when 
we  were  on  anything  like  fair  terms,  and  I  think  the  army  feels  that  way,  that 
we  can  whip  the  enemy  in  anything  like  a  fair  fight ;  but  he  has  uniformly 
taken  shelter  behind  parallels  of  strong  profile,  made  in  advance  for  him  by 
negroes  and  militia.  I  regarded  an  assault  on  the  27th  of  June  necessary  for 
two  good  reasons  :  1st,  because  the  enemy,  as  well  as  my  own  army,  had  settled 
down  into  the  belief  that  '^flanking"  alone  was  my  game;  and  2d,  that  on  that 
day  and  ground,  had  the  assault  succeeded,  I  could  have  broken  Johnston's 
centre  and  pushed  his  army  back  in  confusion  and  with  great  loss  to  his 
bridges  over  the  Chattahoochee.  We  lost  nothing  in  morale  in  the  assault,  for 
I  followed  it  up  on  the  extreme  right,  and  compelled  him  to  quit  the  very  strong 
lines  of  Kenesaw,  Smyrna  camp-ground,  and  the  Chattahoochee  in  quick  sac- 
cession. 

My  railroad  and  telegraph  are  now  np,  and  we  are  rapidly  accumulating  stores 
in  Marietta  and  Alatoona;  that  will  make  us  less  timid  about  the  roads  to  our 
rear.  We  have  been  wonderfully  supplied  in  provisions  and  ammunition ;  not  a 
day  has  a  regiment  been  without  bread  and  essentials.  Forage  has  been  the 
hardest,  and  we  have  cleaned  the  country,  in  a  breadth  of  thirty  (30)  miles,  of 
grain  and  grass.  Now  the  com  is  getting  of  a  size  which  makes  it  a  good  fodder, 
and  the  railroad  has  brought  us  grain  to  the  extent  of  four  (4)  pounds  per  animal 
per  daj .  I  have  now  fulfilled  the  first  part  of  the  "grand  plan ;"  our  lines  are 
up  to  the  Chattahoochee,  and  the  enemy  is  beyond. 

John  Morgan  failed  in  his  Kentucky  raid,  and  we  have  kept  Forrest  employed 
in  Mississippi.  The  defeat  of  General  Sturgis  was  unfortunate,  still  he  kept 
Forrest  away  from  us ;  and  now  General  A.  J.  Smith  is  out  from  Memphis  with 
a  force  amply  sufficient  to  whip  him.  I  hear  of  General  S locum  at  Jackson, 
Mississippi ;  and  General  Can  by  telegraphs  me  of  a  proposed  raid  from  Baton 
Rouge,  and  another  against  Mobile,  so  that  I  am  well  satisfied  that  all  my  people 
are  well  employed.  At  this  moment  I  have  General  Stoneman  down  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, with  orders,  if  possible,  to  cross  and  strike  the  railroad  between 
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Montgomery  and  West  Point,  and  break  it  good ;  to  return  to  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee,  if  possible,  but  if  headed  off,  to  make  for  Pensacola. 

The  moment  I  got  Johnston  to  the  Chattahoochee  I  sent  General  Schofield 
to  the  ford  above,  and  he  effected  a  crossing  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  and  has 
two  pontoon  bridges.  About  the  same  time,  General  Garrard's  cavalry  crossed 
still  above,  at  Roswell  factory,  and  has  been  relieved  by  General  Dodge's  corps, 
80  that  I  now  cover  the  Chattahoochee,  and  have  two  good  crossings  well  secured. 
By  to-night  I  will  have  a  third.  As  soon  as  I  hear  from  General  Stoneman,  I 
will  shift  all  of  General  McPhersou's  army  to  Roswell,  and  cross  General 
Thomas  about  three  (3)  miles  above  the  railroad  bridge,  and  move  against 
Atlanta — my  left  well  to  the  east,  to  get  possession  of  the  Augusta  road  about 
Decatur  or  Stone  mountain.  I  think  all  will  be  ready  in  three  (3)  days.  I 
will  have  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  (100,000)  men. 

I  feel  certain  we  have  killed  and  crippled  for  Joe  Johnston  as  many  as  we 
Lave  sent  of  our  men  to  the  rear ;  have  sent  back  about  six  or  seven  thousand 
prisoners ;  have  taken  eleven  (11)  guns  of  Johnston,  and  about  ten  (10)  in  Rome ; 
have  destroyed  immense  iron,  cotton,  and  wool  mills ;  and  have  possession  of  all 
the  nitre  country. 

My  operatious  have  been  rather  cautious  than  bold,  but  on  the  whole  I  trust 
are  satisfactory  to  you.  All  of  Polk's  corps  is  still  here;  also  Hardee's  and 
Hood's,  and  the  Georgia  militia  under  G.  W .  Smith. 

Let  us  persevere,  trusting  to  the  fortunes  of  war,  leaving  statesmen  to  work 
out  the  solution. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Lieutenant  General  Grant, 

Near  Petersburg,  Virginia, 


rCipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Chattahoochee  river,  July  13,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Wcuhington,  D.  C,  : 

All  is  well.  I  have  now  accumulated  stores  at  Alatoona  and  Marietta,  both 
fortified  and  garrisoned  points.  Have  also  three  points  at  which  to  cross  the 
Chattahoochee  in  my  possession,  and  only  await  General  Stoneman's  return 
horn  a  trip  down  the  river,  to  cross  the  army  in  force  and  move  on  Atlanta. 
Stoneman  is  now  out  two  (2)  days,  and  had  orders  to  be  back  on  the  fourth 
(4th)  or  fifth  (5th)  day  at  farthest.  Rousseau  should  reach  Opelika  about  the 
17ih  of  July. 

Before  regulations  are  made  for  the  States  to  send  recruiting  officers  into  the 
rebel  States,  I  must  express  my  opinion  that  it  is  the  height  of  folly.  I  cannot 
permit  it  here.  I  will  not  have  a  set  of  fellows  hanging  about  on  any  such 
pretences.  We  have  no  means  to  transport  and  feed  them.  The  Sanitary  and 
Christian  commissions  are  enough  to  eradicate  all  trace  of  Christianity  from  our 
minds,  much  less  a  set  of  unscrupulous  State  agents  in  search  of  recruits.  All 
these  dodges  are  make- shifts  that  render  us  ridiculous  in  our  own  estimation.  I 
most  protect  my  army,  and  say  beforehand  I  have  no  means  to  transport  recruit- 
ing parties  south  of  Nashville,  or  to  feed  them  if  they  come  here  in  spite  of  me. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding, 
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RoswELL  Bridge,  July  14,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  bridge  is  finiBhed,  and  the  15th  army  corps  will  croes  the  river  this  after- 
noon, and  be  in  position  by  night  on  the  left  and  a  little  in  advance  of  General 
Dodge.    Nothing  new  here. 

J.  B.  Mcpherson, 

Major  General. 


RoswELL  Bridge,  July  14,  18G4 — 5  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

Would  it  not  be  a  good  move  for  Garrard  to  cross  his  division  at  McAfee's 
bridge ;  push  one  of  his  brigades  out  towards  Cross  Keys,  and  engage  the  cav- 
alry there;  aud  send  his  other  brigade  rapidly  via  Lawrenceville  down  to 
Covington  on  the  railroad,  and  burn  the  bridge  across  Yellow  river  and  other 
streams  in  the  vicinity,  and  do  all  the  damage  they  can  ? 

The  distance  is  forty  (40)  miles. 

J.  B.  Mcpherson. 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jieldj  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  14,  1864. 
General  John  E.  Smith,  Alatoona: 

I  regard  Alatoona  of  the  first  importance  in  oui'  future  plans.  It  is  a  second 
Chattanooga.  Its  front  and  rear  are  susceptible  of  easy  defence,  and  its  flanks 
are  strong.  The  post  properly  extends  from  the  Etowah  to  Alatoona  Depot, 
and  its  flanks  the  Pumpkin  Vine  and  Alatoona  creeks,  embracing  a  space 
wherein  can  be  accumulated  supplies  that  would  make  a  raid  to  our  rear  leas  to 
be  feared,  giving  us  the  means  of  living  till  repairs  could  be  made.  I  want  you 
to  study  it  in  all  its  bearings.  As  long  as  our  army  is  in  front  in  good  order, 
of  course  no  enemy  could  threaten  Alatoona ;  and  then  its  garrison  should  scout 
the  country  for  miles  around,  especially  up  the  Pumpkin  Vine  and  Euharlee 
creeks,  and  in  the  direction  of  Noonday  and  Canton.  Everything  in  the  nature 
of  grain,  forage,  and  vegetables  should  be  collected.  No  suspicious  citizens 
should  be  allowed  near  the  railroad  or  in  the  country.  The  safety  of  this  army 
must  not  be  imperilled  by  citizens.  If  you  entertain  a  bare  suspicion  against 
any  family,  send  it  to  the  north.  Any  loafer  or  suspicious  person  seen  at  any 
time  should  be  imprisoned  and  sent  off.  If  guerillas  trouble  the  road  or  wires 
between  Kingston  and  Ackworth,  they  should  be  shot  without  mercy.  Rowland 
Springs,  Laffiog  Gall,  Canton,  and  Dallas  should  receive  sudden  and  unexpected 
visits  by  night,  by  parties  about  two  hundred  (200)  strong. 

I  will  soon  be  in  motion  again,  and  will  feel  more  confidence  that  I  know 
you  are  at  Alatoona. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  14,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington : 

If  State  recruiting  agents  must  come  into  the  limits  of  my  coiftmand  under 
the  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  commanding  officers  or  adjutants 
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of  regiments  be  constituted  such  agents,  and  that  States  be  entitled  to  a  credit 
for  recruits  tliey  may  enlist,  who  are  accepted  and  mustered  in  by  the  regular 
mustering  officers  of  their  division  and  corps.  This  will  obviate  the  difficulty 
I  apprehend  from  civilian  agents. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Hbadquarters  Military  DivimoN  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  ficldy  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  15, 1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

A  man  came  in  last  night  from  Columbus,  Georgia,  with  a  provost  marshal's 
pass  of  July  4th,  who  had  escaped  from  Anderson,  and  was  captured  the  time 
I  went  to  Meridian.  He  gives  but  little  news,  and  says  the  guards  at  Colum- 
bus and  West  Point  are  not  over  five  hundred  (500)  each.  Heard  nothing 
from  Mobile  or  Montgomery  on  his  way  up.  A  scout  in  from  Atlanta  with 
dates  to  3  p.  m.,  13th,  says  Bragg  and  staff  had  arrived,  and  Kirby  Smith  with 
twenty  thousand  (20,000)  men  was  expected  from  Meridian — all  bosh,  of  course. 
All  newspapers  have  quit  Atlanta,  except  the  Memphis  Appeal ;  that  I  suppose 
is  tired  of  moving  and  wants  to  be  "  let  alone." 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Hbaduuarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  15,  1864. 

General:  I  have  just  heard  from  General  Stoneman,  who  says  he  will  be 
at  Sweetwater  town  to-night.  I  have  ordered  him  to  hurry  and  relieve  you. 
Haul  out  of  sight  all  your  guns  to-night,  ready  in  the  morning  to  move  to  Ros- 
▼ell.  You  can  save  much  distance  by  coming  by  my  headquarters,  and  taking 
a  road  near  the  Ghattahooche,  but  the  main  Marietta  road  is  plainer  and  easier 
for  wagons,  and  it  may  be  is  best.  Ghoose  for  yotu^elf.  Don't  go  to  Roswell 
town,  but  to  the  bridge,  and  across  to  where  General  McPherson  is. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Blair,  Commanding  17th  Corps. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochee  river,  July  15,  1864. 
General  McPherson,  Roswell  : 

I  have  heard  from  General  Stoneman.  He  did  not  break  the  lower  railroad, 
bnt  burned  a  bridge  over  the  Ghattahoochee,  near  Newman.  He  will  be  in 
night,  and  I  have  ordered  General  Blair  to  move  for  Roswell  to-morrow.  You 
niay,  therefore,  make  all  preparation  to  move  out  towards  the  Stone  mountain  the 
^7  after  to-morrow.  Notify  General  Garrard  to  move  in  connexion  with  you, 
sending  his  train  to  yours.  That  Augusta  road  must  be  destroyed  and  occupied 
between  Decatur  and  Stone  mountain  by  you  aud  General  Garrard. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jieldy  near  Chatiahoochee  river,  July  16,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

I  am  about  moving  camp  to  the  vicinity  of  Powers,  and  will  visit  Generals 
Howard  and  Schofield,  where  I  can  be  found  in  case  of  nocessitj. 

I  can't  imagine  what  cavalry  it  is  that  General  Granger  repcNria  at  Clayville. 
What  is  the  gunboat  about?  It  should  be  at  Guntcrsville  at  once.  If  John- 
ston has  ordered  this  movement,  he  will  not  care  about  Huntsville  or  Decatei* 
but  Stevenson  and  Bridgeport.  The  latter  is  of  vital  importance  to  us,  and  he 
knows  it. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  on  Chattahoochee  river,  July  16,  1864. 
General  McPherson,  Roitoell : 

Move  in  the  morning  according  to  Orders  35,  but  don't  strike  for  the  railroad 
till  further  orders.  General  Corse  is  here.  General  Blair  started  early  to-daj, 
and  will  be  with  you  to-morrow.     All  well  here. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


City  Point,  Va.,  July  16,  1864—10  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  attempted  invasion  of  Maryland  having  failed  to  give  the  enemy  a  firm 
foothold  north,  they  are  now  returning  with  possibly  twenty-five  thousand 
(25,000)  troops.  AH  the  men  they  have  here  beyond  a  sufficiency  to  hold  their 
string  of  fortifications  will  be  an  element  of  weakness  by  eating  up  their  sup- 
plies. It  is  not  improbable,  therefore,  that  you  will  find  in  the  next  fortnight 
re-enforcements  on  your  front  to  the  number  indicated  above.  I  advise,  there- 
fore, that  if  you  get  Atlanta,  yon  set  about  destroying  the  railroad  as  far  to  the 
east  and  south  of  you  as  possible.  Collect  all  the  stores  of  the  country  for 
your  own  use,  and  select  a  point  that  you  can  hold  until  help  can  be  had.  I 
shall  make  a  desperate  effort  to  get  a  position  here  which  wul  hold  the  enemy 
without  the  necessity  of  so  many  men.  If  successful,  I  can  detach  from  here 
for  other  enterprises,  looking  much  to  your  assistance  or  anything  elsewhere. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 


Washington,  July  16.  1864 — 4.  30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Lieutenant  General  Grant  wishes  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  possibility 
of  Johnston's  being  re-enforced  from  Richmond,  and  the  importance  of  your 
having  prepared  a  good  line  of  defence  against  such  an  increase  of  rebel  force. 
Also,  the  importance  of  getting  as  large  an  amount  of  supplies  collected  at  Chat- 
tanooga as  possible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major  General,  Chief  of  Sraff, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  on  Chattahoochee,  July  16,  1864. 
Generals  Thomas  and  McPherson  : 

Despatches  from  Generals  Grant  and  Halleck  to-daj  speak  of  the  enemy 
having  failed  in  bis  designs  in  Maryland,  and  cautioning  me  that  Lee  may  in  the 
next  fortnight  re-enforce  Johnston  by  twenty  thousand  (20,000)  men.  It  be- 
hooves us  therefore  to  hurry,  so  all  will  move  to-morrow  as  far  as  Nancy's 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chattahoochee,  July  16,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D,  C,  : 

I  have  yours  and  General  Grant's  despatches.  I  had  anticipated  all  possible 
chances  and  am  accumulating  all  the  stores  possible  at  Chattanooga  and  Alatoona, 
but  I  don't  fear  Johnston  with  re-enforcements  of  twenty  thousand  (20,000) 
if  he  will  take  the  offensive,  but  I  recognize  the  danger  arising  from  my  long 
line  and  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  numbers  and  audacity. 

I  move  to-morrow  from  the  Chattahoochee  towards  Decatur  and  Stone  moun- 
tain, east  of  Atlanta.     All  well.     Copy  of  this  to  General  Grant. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipbor.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  east  of  Chattahoochee  river,  July  17,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C  : 

To-day  we  have  moved  out  from  the  Chattahoochee  to  Nancy's  creek.  Gene- 
nd  Thomas  on  the  right  from  Paice's  ferry  towards  Atlanta,  General  Schofield 
on  the  centre  near  Cross  Keys,  and  General  McPherson  on  the  left  near  General 
Schofield.  To-morrow  I  propose  to  advance  General  Thomas  to  Peach  Tree 
creek,  about  Buck  Head,  General  Schofield  on  the  Decatur  road,  and  General 
McPherson  to  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  east  of  Decatur,  and  his  cavalry  di- 
vision, under  General  Garrard,  will  break  the  railroad. 

If  we  can  break  the  railroad  I  propose  to  place  the  left  wing  across  it  near 
Decatur,  and  break  up  the  railroad  eastward  as  far  as  the  cavalry  can  operate 
with  prudence.     To-day  we  encounter  nothing  but  cavalry. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  lot  No,  165  our  map,  east  of 
Chattahoochee  river,  July  17,  1864. 
Gb.xbral  :  General  Schofield  has  just  been  here  and  described  his  position 
^  on  Nancy's  creek,  his  pickets  on  south  side  near  Cross  Keys,  about  lots  304, 
15,  and  16. 
General  McPherson  is  on  the  road  from  Roswell  to  Decatur ;  his  advance 
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about  lot  326,  a  mile  above  General  Scliofield.  General  S.  says  that  the  road 
represented  on  our  map,  as  from  Roswell  to  Buck  Head,  is  a  broad,  well  travelled 
road,  and  has  a  branch  about  lot  No.  94,  leading  to  Paice's  ferrj.  This  cor- 
responds with  what  General  Corse  tells  me,  that  jou  found  a  large  road  branch- 
ing to  the  left  soon  after  leaving  Paice's  ferry.  It  is  well  to  mark  this  road, 
as  it  may  be  useful  to  us. 

General  Howard  can  take  a  good  road  from  here  to  Buck  Head,  starting  at 
his  present  front,  and  moving  southeast  to  the  main  road  from  Boswell  to  Buck 
Head  just  before  it  crosses  Nancy's  creek.     Approaching  Buck  Head  from  this 

auarter  about  the  same  time  that  Generals  Schofield  and  McPherson  get  to 
ae  Peach  Tree  from  the  east  will,  of  course,  relieve  any  pressure  you  may  encoun- 
ter on  the  main  road. 

General  Schofield  will  move  early  for  the  Peach  Tree  road,  in  front  of  Cross 
Keys,  and  take  post  about  lots  239,  247,  and  272,  with  pickets  forward  as  far 
as  196,  and  General  McPherson  will  seek  for  position  in  the  valley  of  North 
Fork  of  Peach  Tree,  about  267.  266,  284,  and  285,  and  send  General  Garrard 
to  break  the  road  and  telegraph. 

You  should  leave  a  corps  in  front  of  Donaldson's,  and  have  the  other  two  as 
early  as  possible  at  and  in  front  of  Buck  Head.  Then  feel  down  strong  to 
Peach  Tree,  and  see  what  is  there.  A  vigorous  demonstration  should  be  made, 
and  caution  your  commanders  not  to  exhibit  any  of  the  signs  of  a  halt  or  pause, 
as  in  that  event  too  much  resistance  would  be  made  on  the  other  flank.  You 
know  the  reasons  for  the  utmost  activity,  and  I  need  not  repeat  them.  Let  all 
your  commanders  have  full  orders  to-night,  and  before  joining  General  Scho- 
field in  the  morning  I  will  point  out  to  General  Howard  the  road  by  which  he 
can  reach  Buck  Head  in  five  (5)  miles  from  here. 

Give  orders  as  soon  as  any  head  of  column  reaches  Buck  Head  to  feel  up  the 
Peach  Tree  road  for  General  Schofield,  who  will  surely  be  in  position  before 
your  troops  can  be. 

I  am  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


Headquartbrs  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  the  field  at  San  House,  Peach  Tree  road, 
five  miles  northeast  of  Buck  Head,  Ga.,  July  18,  1864. 
General:    I  have  reports  from  General  McPherson  to  2  p.  m.    He  has 
reached  the  railroad  at  a  uoint  two  (2)  miles  from  Stone  mountain  and  seven 
(7)  miles  from  Decatur,  had  broken  the  telegraphs  and  road,  and  by  five  (5)  p.  m. 
will  have  four  (4)  or  five  (5)  miles  broken.    To-morrow  I  want  a  bold  push  for  At- 
lanta, and  have  made  my  orders,  which,  I  think,  will  put  us  in  Atlanta  or  very 
close  to  it.    Hold  on  about  Howell's  Mill  and  the  main  road,  and  let  your  left 
swing  across  Peach  Tree,  about  the  South  Fork,  and  connect  with  General 
Schofield,  who  will  approach  Decatur  from  the  north,  whilst  General  McPherson 
moves  down  from  the  east.     It  is  hard  to  realize  that  Johnston  will  give  up 
Atlanta  without  a  fight,  but  it  may  be  so.    Let  us  develop  the  truth. 
Yours,  &c„ 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commmnding, 
Major  General  Thomas,  Bu:k  Head. 
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[Cipher.] 

-    Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field ,  near  Cross  Keys,  Ga  ,  July,  18,  1864. 
General  H  a  l  l  ec  k  ,  Wa sh  ington : 

Wc  moved  to-day  rapidly,  and  General  McPherson  reached  the  Atlanta  and 
Augusta  road  at  a  point  seven  (7)  miles  east  of  Decjitur  and  four  (4)  miles  from 
Stone  mountain.  General  Garrard's  cavalry  at  once  set  to  work  to  break  up 
the  road,  and  was  re-enforced  by  Brigadier  General  Morgan  L.  Smith's  divi:*ion 
of  infantr}'.  and  they  expect  by  night  to  have  five  (5)  miles  of  road  effectually 
destroyed.  Thus  far,«ve  have  encountered  only  cavalry,  with  light  resistance, 
and  to-morrow  will  move  on  Decatur  and  Atlanta. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  nece.-'sity  of  making  the  most  of  time,  and  shall  keep 
things  moving. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandhig. 


CiTV  Point,  Va.,  July  19,  1864—10.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  SiieRiMA.n  : 

I  see  by  Richmond  papers  of  yesterday  that  Smith  has  left  Tupelo,  and  is 
moving  towards  Ripley.  Although  they  call  it  a  retreat,  I  judge  from  S.  D. 
Lee's  despatch  that  Forrest  has  been  badly  whipped.  Smith,  however,  ought 
to  be  instructed  to  keep  a  close  watch  on  Forrest,  and  not  permit  him  to  gather 
strength  and  move  into  3Iiddle  Tennessee. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 


New  Orleans,  July  20,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  telegram  of  the  7tli  has  been  received.  You  have  already  been  advised 
that  the  force  intended  for  the  operations  against  Mobile  have  been  sent  to  the 
army  of  the  Potomac.  I  am  now  preparing  a  smaller  force  to  act,  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  navy,  in  an  attack  which  Admiral  Farragut  will  make  ou  that 
harbor.  This  force  will  be  ready  in  six  (6)  days,  and,  although  much  smaller 
than  was  contemplated  originally,  will,  no  doubt,  have  a  good  effect. 

General  Asboth  at  Pensacola  has  been  advised  of  General  Rousseau's  expe- 
dition, and  will  be  prepared  for  it.  Forage  and  subsistence  will  be  sent  to 
Pensacola,  and  transportation  held  in  readiness  to  be  sent  as  soon  as  I  hear  of 
his  arrival.  The  diversion  of  so  large  a  force  from  this  command  will  limit  our 
movements  very  materiallv,  but  I  will  do  whatever  I  can  to  facilitate  you. 

E.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mis.sissippi, 

In  tliefieldy  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  20,  1864—9  p.  m. 
Gf-neral  Ualleck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

I  have  a  despatch  from  General  Grant.     Answer  him  in  my  name  that  Major 
General  A.  J.  Smith  has  the  very  order  he  suggests,  viz :  to  hang  on  to  Forrest, 
and  prevent  his  coming  to  Tennessee.     I  will,  however,  renew  the  orders. 
9* 
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I  advanced  from  the  Chattahoochee  in  force  on  the  17th.  On  the  ISth  Gen- 
eral McPherson  and  General  Garrard's  cavalry  reached  the  Augusta  road,  and 
destroyed  about  five  (5)  miles  of  it  east  of  Decatur.  On  the  19th  the  whole 
line  crossed  Peach  Tree  creek,  General  McPherson  occupying  Decatur.  To-day 
we  moved  on  Atlanta,  iind  have  been  fighting  all  day.  Our  line  now  extends 
from  a  point  on  the  railroad  two  and  a  half  (2J)  miles  east  of  Atlanta,  round  by 
north  to  the  mouth  of  Peach  Tree  creek.  We  find  the  enemy  in  force,  but  will 
close  in  to-morrow.  By  the  Atlanta  papers  we  learn  that  Johnston  is  reli«  ved, 
and  that  Hood  commands;  that  Rousseau  is  on  the  railroad  at  Opelika ;  and 
that  most  of  the  newspapers  and  people  have  left  Atlanta. 

General  Thomas  is  on  my  right,  General  Schofield  in  the  centre,  and  General 
McPherson  on  the  left;  General  Garrard's  cavalry  on  thfi  left  rear  of  General 
McPherson,  Generals  Stonemau  and  McCook  on  the  west  bank  guarding  our 
right  flank.  The  enemy  still  clings  to  his  intrenchments.  If  General  Grant 
can  keep  Lee  from  re-enforcing  this  anny  for  a  week,  I  think  I  can  dispose  of 
it.  We  have  taken  several  hundred  prisoners,  and  had  some  short,  severe  en- 
counters ;  but  they  were  partial.  We  have  pressed  the  enemy  back  at  all  points, 
until  our  rifle  shots  can  reach  the  town.  If  he  strengthens  his  works,  I  will 
gradually  swing  round  between  him  and  his  only  source  of  supply — Macon. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.y  July  20,  1864 — midnight. 
General  :  After  destroying  the  bridge  at  McAfee's,  which  I  suppose  is  al- 
ready done,  you  will  send  to  General  McPherson's  guard  at  the  bridge  at  Ros- 
well  your  wagons,  led  horses,  and  baggage,  and  proceed  rapidly  io  Covington 
on  the  main  wagon  and  railroad  east— distance  about  thirty  (30)  miles  from 
Decatur — take  the  road  by  Latimer,  touching  the  road  at  or  beyond  Lithonia, 
and  thence  substantially  along  the  railroad,  destroying  it  effbctually  all  the  way, 
especially  the  Yellow  river  bridge  this  side  of  Covington,  as  well  as  the  road 
bridge  over  Yellow  river  after  you  have  passed.  From  Covington  send  detach- 
ments to  destroy  the  rail  and  road  bridges  east  of  Covington  over  the  Ul- 
cofauhatchee.  Try  and  capture  and  destroy  some  locomotives  and  cars  and 
the  depots  and  stores  at  Covington ;  but  of  private  property  only  take  what  is 
necessary  for  your  own  use,  except  horses  and  mules,  of  which  you  will  take  all 
that  are  fit  for  sen^ice,  exercising,  of  course,  some  judgment  as  to  the  animals 
belonging  to  the  poor  and  needy.  On  your  return  select  your  own  route,  but  I 
would  suggest  that  by  way  of  Sheffield,  Rock  bridge,  and  Stone  mountain,  or 
even  furtner  north  if  you  prefer.  I  want  you  to  put  your  whole  strength  at 
this,  and  do  it  quick  and  well.  I  know  it  can  be  done.  By  passing  Y^'ellow 
river  by  the  road  bridge,  and  then  pushing  for  the  railroad  bridges  right  and 
left,  the  guards  will  run  or  even  burn  their  own  bridges.  You  ought  to  catch 
some  trains  about  Covington,  as  there  is  no  telegraph  to  give  them  timely  warn- 
ing. I  believe  that  the  cavalry  is  mostly  withdrawn  from  that  flank  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  you  can  ride  roughshod  over  any  force  there ;  at  all  events,  it 
is  a  matter  of  vital  importance,  and  must  be  attempted  with  great  vigor.  The 
importance  of  it  will  justify  the  loss  of  one-quarter  of  your  command.  Be  pre- 
pared with  axes,  hatchets,  and  bars  to  tear  up  sections  of  track,  and  make  bon- 
fires; when  the  rails  are  red-hot,  they  must  be  twisted.  Burning  will  do  for 
bridges  and  culverts,  but  not  for  ordinary  tracks.     Let  the  work  be  well  done. 
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The  whole  tbing  should  be  done  in  two  daj^,  including  to-morrow.     I  will  notify 
General  McPherson,  that  he  may  look  out  for  his  rear  and  trains. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Garrard, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division, 

If  the  McAfee  bridge  is  not  already  burned,  you  can  send  a  nies.^enger  to  the 
guard  already  there  to  do  it,  and  move  to  lloswell.  This  need  not  delay  your 
departure  for  Covington  at  once.  S. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  21,  1864. 
General:  After  leaving  you  to-day  I  visited  General  Palmer,  and  saw  his 
skirmishers  advance  well  to  his  right  flank.  I  am  satisfied  the  enemy  will  not 
attempt  to  hold  Atlanta  and  the  fort  at  the  railroad  crossing  of  the  Chattahoo- 
chee. There  is  a  weak  place  in  that  line,  and  it  can  best  be  reached  by  advanc- 
ing Gfperal  Johnson  on  the  direct  road  as  far  as  possible,  and  bringing  Generals 
Baird  and  Davis  up  on  his  right.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will  assume  the 
offensive  from  the  fort  on  the  Chattahoochee,  but  it  may  be  prudent  to  let  Gen- 
eral McCook  watch  him  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The  front  of  General  Hooker 
is  very  narrow ;  but  I  admit  it  is  the  point  where  your  line  should  be  strongest. 
General  Howard's  two  divisions  in  this  direction  have  advanced  a  good  distance 
over  a  complete  lino  of  the  enemy's  defences,  and  I  think  both  Generals  Wood 
and  Stanley  are  up  to  the  main  line  of  intrenchments;  that  from  Wood's  right 
rifled  guns  can  reach  the  town.  The  enemy  still  holds  the  hill  near  where 
General  Stanley's  left  and  General  Schofield's  right  are,  and  they  keep  up  an 
infernal  clatter;  but  it  sounds  to  me  like  a  waste  of  ammunition.  General  Mc- 
Pherson to-day  charged  and  carried  a  hill,  losing  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250) 
men,  but  killing  some  and  taking  prisoners.  From  this  hill  he  has  an  easy 
range  of  the  town.  We  will  try  the  effect  of  shelling  to-morrow,  and  during  it 
you  had  better  make  all  the  ground  you  can. 

I  do  not  believe  the  enemy  will  repeat  his  assaults,  as  he  had  in  that  of  yester- 
day his  best  troops,  and  failed  signally.  Therefore  I  don't  fear  for  your  right 
flank;  still  it  is  well  to  be  prudent.  Our  maps  are  all  wrong,  and  the  quicker 
we  can  get  our  surveys  up  and  publir»hed  the  better.  I  will  look  to  Schofield 
and  Mcpherson  to  morrow. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Com?nanding. 
^ajor  General  Thomas, 

Army  of  ike  Cumberland 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  21,  1864. 
His  Excellency  President  Lincoln,  Washington,  D>  G.  : 

Your  despatch  is  received.  I  have  the  highest  veneration  for  the  law,  and 
will  respect  it  always,  however  it  conflicts  my  opinion  of  its  propriety.  I  only 
telegraphed  to  General  Halleck  because  I  had  seen  no  copy  of  the  law,  and 
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supposed  the  War  Departmeut  might  have  some  control  over  its  operations. 
When  I  have  taken  Atlanta,  and  can  sit  down  in  some  place,  I  will  convey  by 
letter  a  fuller  expression  of  my  views  in  rehition  to  this  subject.  * 
With  great  re?pect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Majoi-  General  Commanding. 


Washingtox,  July  21,  1864—9  a.  m. 
Maj or  General  Sherman:  • 

Richmond  Whig  of  the  20th  learns  from  Macon  Confederate  that  but 
little  quartermaster  or  commissary  stores  remain  in  Atlanta,  all  having  been 
moved  to  safer  and  more  secure  points.  It  also  says  that  it  has  ever}'  reason 
to  hope  that  Sherman's  rear  will  be  cut  in  the  next  ten  days. 

Johnston  has  been  relieved,  and  Hood  takes  his  place,  much  to  the  surprise  of 
the  ai-my  and  the  public ;  also  that  the  change  indicates  that  there  will  be  no 
more  retreating,  but  that  Atlanta  will  be  defended  at  all  hazards,  and  to  the 
last  extremity. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General 


(Cipher.) 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field y  near  Atlanta,  Ga„  Jtily  21,  18C4. 

General:  "Yesterday,  at  4  p.  m  ,  the  enemy  sallied  from  his  intrencljments 
and  fell  suddenly  and  heavily  on  our  line  in  the  direction  of  Buck  Head.  The 
blow  fell  upon  General  Newton's  division  of  General  Howard's  corps  ;  on  Gen- 
eral Ward's,  General  Geary's,  and  General  Williams's  divisions  of  General 
Hooker's  corps ;  and  General  Johnson,  of  General  Palmer's  corps.  For  two 
hours  the  fighting  was  close  and  severe,  resulting  in  the  complete  repulse  of  the 
enemy,  with  a  heavy  loss  in  dead  and  wounded.  He  left  his  dead  and  many 
wounded  in  our  posssession.  We  retained  undisputed  posession  of  all  the  ground 
fought  over.  General  Newton  reports  he  has  buried  two  hundred  (200)  of  the 
enemy's  dead,  and  is  satisfied  he  wounded  at  least  twelve  hundred  (1,200.) 
His  entire  loss  is  only  one  hundred  (100,)  as  his  men  were  partially  covered  by 
a  rail  barricade.  At  the  time  of  the  attack  General  Hooker  was  in  the  act  of 
advancing  his  lines,  so  that  he  fought  his  corps  uncovered,  in  comparatively 
open  ground,  and  on  fair  terms  with  the  enemy.  The  contest  was  very  severe. 
He  has  buried  about  four  hundred  (400)  of  the  rebel  dead,  took  seven  (7)  colors, 
and  has  collected  many  of  the  wounded  and  other  prisoners.  General  Hooker 
thinks  that  the  rebel  wounded  in  his  front  fully  equals  four  thousand  (4,000,) 
but  I  don't  like  to  make  guesses  in  such  matters ;  his  own  loss  will  be  covered 
by  fifteen  hundred  (1,500.)     On  the  whole,  the  result  is  most  favorable  to  us. 

To-day  we  have  gained  important  positions,  so  that  Generals  McPherson  and 
Schofield,  on  the  east,  have  batteries  in  position  that  will  easily  reach  the  heart 
of  the  city,  and  General  Howard,  on  the  north,  also  has  advanced  his  lines  about 
two  (2)  miles,  being  within  easy  cannon  range  of  the  buildings  in  Atlanta.  He 
compelled  the  enemy  to  give  up  a  long  line  of  parapet  which  constituted  an  ad- 
vance line  of  intrenchments.  The  city  seems  to  have  a  line  all  round  it,  at  an 
average  distance  from  the  heart  of  the  town  of  one  and  a  half  (ij)  mile,  but  our 
shot  passing  over  this  line  will  destroy  the  town — and  I  doubt  if  Hood  will  stand  a 

*  Recruiting  agents  iu  rebel  States. 
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bombardment — still  he  has  fought  hard  at  all  points  to-day.  I  will  open  on  the 
town  from  the  east  and  northeast  to-morrow,  and  General  Thomas  will  advance 
his  right  from  the  mouth  of  Peach  Tree  creek  to  cross  the  railroad  to  the  north- 
west of  the  town.  I  have  sent  General  Garrard's  cavalry  eastward  to  Coving- 
ton* to  break  railroad  and  destroy  the  bridge  on  Yellow  river  and  the  Ulcofau- 
hatchce  creek. 

In  the  action  yesterday  the  rebel  Generals  0*Banuon  and  Stewart  were  re- 
ported killed,  and  among  the  dead  were  three  colonels  and  many  officers. 
Brigadier  General  Gresham  was  severely  wounded  yesterday,  but  is  in  no  dan- 
ger of  life  or  limb. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  Hallbck, 

Washington^  D,  C. 


Hbadquartbrs  MiLiiARV  DivisroN  OP  THE  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.f  July  23,  1864. 

General:  I  have  heard  of  General  Rousseau's  return  to  Marietta.  Please 
order  him  at  once  to  relieve  General  Stoneman,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
and  let  General  Stoneman  come  to  me  with  his  whole  force.  Please  send  the  en- 
closed order  for  me  at  once.  The  attack  on  our  left  to-day  has  been  desperate 
and  persistent,  and  the  losses  on  both  sides  quite  heavy.  I  want  you  to  relieve 
it  to-morrow  by  an  actual  attack,  or  strong  demonstration  on  the  right.  I  will 
send  word  early  in  the  day  if  it  is  renewed.  I  suppose  it  will  be  kept  up  as 
long  as  General  Garrard  is  out.  I  want  General  Stoneman  to  move  out  to  Gen- 
eral Garrard's  relief  You  can  use  Generals  ^[cCook  and  Rousst^au  on  your  right. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
3Iajor  General  Thomas, 

Armj/  of  the  Cumberland. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  23,  1864 — 2  a.  m. 
General  Rousseau,  Marietta : 

Your  despatch  is  received,  and  you  have  done  well.  I  hate  to  call  on  you  so 
soon  for  more  service ;  but  time  is  pressing.  I  want  you  to  move  down  right 
away  to  the  railroad  bridge  and  relieve  General  Stoneman,  who  is  watching  the 
Chattahoochee  below  Turner's  ferry.  He  will  describe  to  you  the  country  and 
what  is  needed.  I  want  him  relieved  as  soon  as  possible,  that  he  may  come 
over  here.  I  hope  to  see  you  in  a  few  days. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  23,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  Rousseau  reports  from  Marietta  yesterday  his  safe  return  from  Ope- 
lika,  having  destroyed  that  depot,  thirty  (30)  miles  of  railroad  towards  Mont. 
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gomery,  three  (3)  miles  towards  Columbii?,  and  two  towards  West  Point.  His 
entire  loss  twelve  (12)  killed  and  thirty  (30)  wounded.  lie  brings  in  four 
hundred  (400)  mules  and  three  hundred  (300)  horses. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Comjnanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headuuarters  Militarv  Division  of  thf.  Mississippi, 

In  tliejidd.-near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  July  23,  1S64. 

General  Halleck,  Washington,  X>.  C: 

Yesterday  morning  the  enemy  fell  back  to  the  intrenchments  proper  of  the 
city  of  Atlanta,  which  are  in  a  general  circle  of  a  radius  of  one  and  a  half  (IJ) 
mjles,  and  we  closed  in.  While  we  were  fonning  our  lines  and  selecting  posi- 
tions for  batteries  the  enemy  appeared  suddenly  out  of  the  dense  woods  in  heavy 
masses  on  our  extreme  left,  and  struck  the  17th  corps.  General  Blair,  in  flank, 
and  was  forcing  it  back  when  the  ICth  corps,  General  Dodge,  came  up  and 
checked  the  movement;  but  the  enemy's  cavalry  got  well  to  our  rear  and  into 
Decatur,  and  for  some  hours  our  left  flank  was  completely  enveloped.  The 
fighting  that  resulted  was  continuous  until  night,  with  heavy  loss  on  both  sides. 
The  enemy  took  one  of  our  batteries,  (Murray's,  of  the  regular  army,)  that  was 
marching  in  its  place  in  column  on  the  road,  unconscious  of  danger.  About  4 
p.  m.  the  enemy  sallied  against  the  division  of  General  Morgan  L.  Smith,  which 
occupied  an  abandoned  line  of  rifle  trench  near  the  railroad  east  of  the  city  and 
forced  it  back  some  four  hundred  (400)  yards,  leaving  in  his  hands  for  the  time 
two  (2)  batteries,  but  the  ground  and  batteries  were  immediately  after  recovered 
by  the  same  troops  re-enforced.  I  cannot  well  approximate  our  loss,  which  fell 
heaviest  on  the  15th  and  17th  corps,  and  count  it  three  thousand  (3,000,)  but  I 
know  that,  being  on  the  defensive,  we  have  inflicted  equally  heavy  loss  on  the 
enemy.  General  McPherson,  when  arranging  his  troops  about  11a.  m.,  and 
passing  irom  one  columu  to  another,  unconsciously  rode  upon  an  ambuscade 
witho  ut  apprehension,  at  some  distance  ahead  of  his  stafi*  and  orderlies,  and  was 
shot  dead.  His  body  was  sent  in  charge  of  his  personal  staff"  back  to  Marietta 
and  Chattanooga.  His  loss  at  that  moment  was  most  serious ;  but  General 
Logan  at  once  arranged  the  troops  and  had  immediate  direction  of  them  during 
the  rest  of  the  day.  Our  left,  though  refused  somewhat,  is  still  within  easy 
cannon  range  of  Atlanta.  The  enemy  seems  to  man  his  extensive  parapets  and 
at  the  same  time  has  to  spare  heavy  assaulting  columns;  but  to-day  we  will 
intrench  our  front  lines,  which  will  give  me  troops  to  spare  to  meet  those  assaults. 

I  cannot  hear  of  the  loss  of  more  than  a  few  wagons  taken  by  the  enemy's 
cavalry  during  his  temporary  pause  in  Decatur,  whence  all  the  trains  had  been 
securely  removed  to  the  rear  of  the  main  army  under  cover  of  a  brigade  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Sprague. 

During  the  heavy  attack  on  the  left,  the  remainder  of  the  line  was  not  en- 
gaged. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  July  23,  18G4 — 8  p.  m. 
General:  I  have  this  moment  returned  from  an  examination  of  our  entire 
line.     You  know  your  own.    The  balance  extends  in  a  circle  at  about  one 
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thousand  (1,000)  yards  distant  from  the  enemy's  lines  as  far  as  Proctor's  creek, 

the  whole  of  Palmer's  corps  being  enst  and  south  of  the  railroad.     All  have 

covered  their  fronts  with  parapets,  so  that  the  enemy  will  not  attempt  a  sally. 

The  question  now  is,  what  next  ?     I  will  in  person  explain  all  that  is  necessary 

to  produce  the  result  aimed  at  as  soon  as  General  Garrard  returns.     You  need 

not  apprehend  a  renewal  of  the  attack  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  but,  on  the 

contrary,  you  may  begin  to  feel  out  with  skirmishers  and  supports  into  the 

woods  east  of  General  Giles  Smith's  division  and  General  Dodge's  corps.     In 

the  morning  early  let  General  Wood's  division  move  into  Decatur,  stay  awhile, 

and  return.     Let  details  of  men  and  pioneers  begin  at  your  very  front  and  break 

np  and  destroy  the  railroad  absolutely  back  to  and  including  Decatur.     Until 

we  conclude  upon  the  best  manner  of  reducing  Atlanta  we  cannot  be  better 

employed  than  in  rendering  the  Atlanta  and  Augusta  road  useless ;   especially 

have  the  iron  rails  heated  and  twisted. 

I  want  your  skirmishers  to  feel  out  to-morrow  early  in  front  of  General 
Dodge  for  a  double  purpose ;  to  hold  on  that  ilank  the  cavalry  of  Wheeler, 
while  we  operate  on  General  Thomas's  flank  and  centre,  a  diversion  for  General 
Garrard,  now  en  his  return  from  his  expedition. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
ajor  General  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tenriessee. 


Headquartrks  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta^  Ga.,  July  23,  1SC4 — 8  a.  m. 
General  :    I  have  examined  the  line  of  circumvallation  and  have  no  fear  of 
the  euemy  even  attempting  to  test  its  strength.     But  until  we  get  our  cavalry 
in  hand  and  position,  1  will  not  attempt  anything  serious.     You  may  therefore 
keep  things  "  statu  quo,"  and  look  only  to  your  supplies  of  food  and  ammunition. 
1  have  seen  General  Rousseau,  and  am  satisfied  that  he  has  made  a  break  that 
cut8  off  Alabama  for  a  month,  and  he  has  brought  us  in  pretty  fair  condition 
some  twenty-five  hundred  additional  cavalry. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Schofield.  • 

Comma7iding  Army  of  the  Ohio, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  24,  1864. 
General  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  that  Brioradier  General  James  B. 
jMcPherson,  United  States  army,  major  general  of  volunteers,  and  commander 
of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  in  the  field,  was  killed  by  a  shot  from  ambuscade 
ahont  noon  yesterday.  At  the  time  of  this  fatal  shot  he  was  on  horseback, 
placing  his  troops  in  position  near  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and  was  passing  by  a 
cross-road  from  a  moving  column  towards  the  ilank  of  troops  that  had 
already  been  established  on  the  line.  He  had  quitted  me  but  a  few  minutes 
^fore,  and  was  on  his  way  to  see  in  person  to  the  execution  of  my  orders. 
About  the  time  of  this  sad  event  the  enemy  had  sallied  from  his  intrenchments 
of  Atlanta  and  by  a  circuit  had  got  to  the  left  and  rear  of  this  very  line,  and 
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had  begun  an  attack  which  resulted  in  serious  battle ;  so  that  General  McPherson 
fell  in  battle,  booted  and  spurred,  as  the  gallant  knight  and  gentleman  should 
wish.  Not  his  the  loss,  but  the  country's;  and  this  army  will  mourn  his  death 
and  cherish  his  memory  as  that  of  one  wlio,  though  comparatively  young,  had 
risen  by  his  merit  and  ability  to  the  command  of  one  of  the  best  armies  which 
the  nation  had  called  into  existence  to  vindicate  its  honor  and  integrity. 

History  tells  us  of  but  few  who  so  blended  tlie  grace  and  gentleness  of  the 
friend  with  the  dignity,  courage,  faith  and  manliness  of  the  soldier.  His  public 
enemies,  even  the  men  who  directed  the  fatal  shot,  ne'er  spoke  or  wrbte  of  him 
without  expressions  of  marked  respect ;  those  whom  he  commanded  loved  him 
even  to  idolatry ;  and  I,  his  associate  and  commander,  fail  in  words  adequate  to 
express  my  opinion  of  his  great  worth.  I  feel  assured  that  every  patriot  in 
America  on  hearing  this  sad  news  will  feel  a  sense  of  personal  loss,  and  the 
country  generally  will  realize  that  we  have  lost  not  only  an  able  military  leader, 
but  a  man  who,  had  he  survived,  was  qualified  to  heal  the  national  strife  which 
has  been  raised  by  designing  and  ambitious  men. 

His  body  has  been  sent  north  in  charge  of  Major  Willard,  Captains  Steele 
and  Gile,  his  personal  staff. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Majar  General  (Commanding, 

General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  ok  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  thejieldy  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  July  24,  18G4. 

General:  I  have  pretty  well  surveyed  the  whole  position,  and  by  the  aid 
of  maps  and  my  own  observation,  think  I  understand  the  case  pretty  well. 

Our  lines  are  now  strong  in  front,  and  we  compass  Atlanta  from  the  railroad 
on  the  east  to  the  railroad  west.  The  enemy  having  failed  in  his  assault  on  your 
flank  before  it  was  covered  by  any  defensive  works,  and  having  sustained  most 
serious  loss,  will  not  again  attempt  it,  but  will  await  our  action.  I  now  enclose 
you  a  map  made  by  General  Schofield's  engineer,  which  shows  the  roads  to 
your  present  right  rear.  I  sent  Captain  Poe  to  see  you  this  morning,  but  from 
what  Captain  Hickenlooper  says,  I  think  I  may  have  failed  to  convey  to  you  my 
right  meaning,  which  is  this  : 

The  only  object  in  placing  the  army  of  Tennessee  on  that  flank  was,  to 
reach  and  destroy  the  railroad  from  Atlanta  towards  Augusta.  That  is  partially 
done,  and  the  work  of  destniction  should  be  continued  as  far  as  possible.  I 
wish  you  to  keep  one  division  or  more  employed  day  and  night  in  breaking  and 
burning  the  road  until  General  Garrard  returns.  I  feel  no  doubt  but  that  he  has 
succeeded  in  breaking  the  bridges  across  Yellow  river  and  the  Ulcofauhatchee, 
but  he  may  have  to  fight  his  way  back,  and  to  relieve  him  I  wish  you  to  push 
your  skirmishers  out  from  General  Dodge's  front,  and  from  General  Blair's 
left,  as  though  you  were  going  to  push  your  way  by  the  east  of  Atlanta  to  the 
Macon  road.  To  keep  up  this  delusion  you  should  send  a  column  cautiously 
down  one  of  those  roads  or  valleys  southeast  and  engage  the  enemy  outside  his 
works,  but  not  behind  his  trenches. 

As  soon  as  General  Garrard  is  back  you  can  discontinue  all  such  demonstra- 
tioni  and  prepare  for  your  next  move.  I  propose  to  give  you  timely  notice 
to  send  your  wagons  behind  General  Thomas,  and  then  to  move  your  army 
behind  the  present  line,  to  the  extreme  right,  to  reach,  if  possible,  the  Macon 
road,  which  you  know  to  be  the  only  road  by  which  Atlanta  can  be  supplied. 
This  will  leave  General  Schofield  the  left  flank,  which  will  be  covered  by  the 


REPORT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN.         137 

works  he  has  constructed  on  his  front,  and  he  can  use  the  abandoned  trenches 
of  the  enemy  to  cover  his  left  rear.  You  will  no  longer  send  your  wagons  by 
Roswell,  but  by  Buck  Head  and  Paice's  ferry,  and  when  you  change  you  will 
draw  from  the  railroad  bridge  to  which  our  cars  now  run,  and  at  which  point 
we  are  now  making  a  pier  bridge,  and  also  two  pontoons.  General  Stoneman 
will  eurely  be  at  Decatur  to-day,  and  we  will  have  two  divisions  of  cavalry  on 
our  right,  viz  :  Generals  McCook's  and  Harrison's  (General  Rousseau's.) 

Act  with  confidence;  know  that  the  enemy  cannot  budge  you  from  your 
present  ground,  and  act  offensively  to  show  him  that  you  dare  him  to  the  encounter. 
You  can  understand  that,  being  on  the  defensive,  he  cannot  afford  to  sally,  unless 
at  great  peril.  General  Schofield  has  so  strengthened  his  front  that  I  feel  no- 
uneasiness  about  that  ilank,  and  only  study  now  to  make  the  next  move  so 
quickly  that  we  may  reach  East  Point  or  its  vicinity  with  as  little  loss  as 
possible.  My  headquarters  are  now  behind  General  Howard's  corps,  General 
Newton's  division,  on  the  main  Marietta  and  Atlanta  road,  which  crosses  the 
Chattahoochee  at  Paice's  ferry  and  passes  through  Buck  Head.  I  am  at  a 
large  white  house  near  the  enemy's  old  line  of  intrenchments,  a  prolongation  of 
the  same  which  passes  from  where  I  saw  you  yesterday,  by  General  Schofield's 
position.  I  have  just  heard  that  General  Garrard  is  back.  Go  on  breaking 
that  road  good. 

1  am,  truly,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cominanding, 
Major  General  John  A.  Logan, 

Comfnanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  24,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
General;  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  you  are  back  safe  and  successful.  General 
Kousseau  has  brought  me  two  thousand  five  hundred  (2,500)  good  cavalry, 
having  been  to  Opelika  and  destroyed  thirty  (30)  mile*  of  road  between  West 
Point  and  Montgomery.  I  will  give  you  time  to  rest,  and  then  we  must  make 
quick  work  with  Atlanta.  I  await  your  report  with  impatience,  and  in  the  mean 
lime  tender  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  great  consideration. 
Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  Garrard,  Decatur, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldy  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  July  24,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D,  C: 

On  making  up  reports  and  examining  the  field,  I  find  the  result  of  Hood'ff- 
attack  on  our  left  more  destructive  than  I  reported.  Our  loss  will  not  foot  up 
two  thousand  (2,000)  killed  and  wounded,  whereas  we  have  found  over  one 
thousand  (1,000)  rebel  dead,  which  will  make,  with  the  usual  proportion  of 
▼omided.  a  loss  to  the  enemy  of  full  seven  thousand  (7,000.)  General  Garrard 
•Iso  has  returned  perfectly  successful,  having  completely  destroyed  the  twa 
Itrge  bridges  near  Covington,  forty  (40)  miles  towards  Augusta,  brought  in 
two  hundred  prisoners  and  some  good  horses,  and  destroyed  the  public  stores- 
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at  Covington  and  Couyer's  stations,  including  two  thousand  (2,000)  bales  of 
cotton,  a  locomotive,  and  train  of  cars.  Our  communications  arc  yet  all  safe 
and  tbe  army  in  good  condition  in  all  respects.  As  soon  as  my  cavalry  rests,  I 
propose  to  swing  tbe  army  of  tbe  Tennessee  round  by  tbe  rigbt  rapidly,  and 
interpose  between  Atlanta  and  Macon,  tbe  only  line  open  to  tbe  enemy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Geiieral  Commanding, 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Atlanta^  Ga,y  July  24,  1864. 
General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D,  C.  ; 

Tbe  sudden  loss  of  General  McPberson  was  a  beavy  blow  to  me.  I  can 
hardly  replace  bim,  but  must  have  a  successor.  After  tbinking  over  tbe  whole 
matter,  I  prefer  that  Major  General  0.  0.  Howard  be  ordered  to  command  the 
army  and  department  of  the  Tennessee.  If  this  meets  tbe  President's  approval 
notify  me  by  telegraph,  when  I  will  put  him  in  command,  and  name  others  to 
fill  the  vacancies  created.  General  Logan,  as  senior,  commands  the  army  of 
the  Tennessee  for  tbe  present.  After  we  have  taken  Atlanta  1  will  name  offi- 
cers who  merit  promotion ;  in  tbe  mean  time  I  request  that  tbe  President  will 
not  give  increased  rank  to  any  officer  who  has  gone  on  leave  from  sickness  or 
other  cause  than  wounds  in  battle. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  July  25,  1864. 

General:  I  find  it  difficult  to  make  prompt  report  of  results  coupled  with 
some  data  or  information  without  occtisionally  making  some  mistakes.  General 
McPberson *s  sudden  death  and  General  Logan's  succeeding  to  the  command,  as 
it  were,  in  the  midst  of  battle,  made  some  confusion  on  our  extreme  left,  but  it 
soon  recovered  and  made  sad  bavoc  with  tlie  enemy,  who  bad  practiced  one  of 
his  favorite  games  of  attacking  our  left  when  in  motion  and  before  it  had  time 
to  cover  its  weak  end. 

After  riding  over  the  ground  and  hearing  tbe  varying  statements  of  the  actors 
on  that  flank,  I  directed  General  I^ogan  to  make  an  official  report  of  tbe  actual 
results,  and  I  herewith  enclose  it. 

Though  the  number  of  dead  rebels  seems  excessive,  I  am  disposed  to  give  full 
credit  to  the  report  that  our  loss,  though  only  three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-one  (3,521)  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  the  enemy's  dead  alone  on  the 
field  nearly  equal  that  number,  viz,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty 
(3,240.) 

Happening  at  that  point  of  the  line  when  a  flag  o^  truce  was  sent  in  to  ask 
peimission  for  each  party  to  bury  its  dead,  1  gave  General  Logan  authority  to 
permit  a  temporary  truce  on  that  flank  alone,  while  our  labors  and  fighting 
proceeded  at  all  others.     , 

I  also  send  you  a  copy  of  General  Garrard's  report  of  tbe  breaking  of  railroad 
toward  Augusta. 

Now  I  am  grouping  my  command  to  attack  the  Macon  road,  and  with  that 
view  will  intrench  a  strong  line  of  circumvallation  and  flanks,  so  as  to  have  in 
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reserre  as  large  an  infantry  column  as  possible  to  co-operate  with  all  the  cavalry 
to  swing  round  to  the  south  and  east  and  control  that  road  at  or  below  East 
Point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bf,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  (he field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  25,  1864. 
ColoneljAMES  Hardie, 

Inspector  General,  Washington,  D,  C. : 
I  have  your  despatch  of  yesterday  announcing  the  appointment  of  General  Os- 
terhans  as  major  general.  I  do  not  object  to  his  appointment,  but  I  wish  to 
pQt  on  record  this  my  emphatic  opinion  that  it  is  an  act  of  injustice  to  officers 
who  stand  by  their  posts  in  the  day  of  danger  to  neglect  them,  and  advance 
such  as  Generals  Hovey  and  Osterhaus,  who  lefl  us  in  the  midst  of  bullets  to  go 
to  the  rear  in  search  of  personal  advancement.  If  the  rear  be  the  post  of  honor, 
then  we  had  better  all  change  front  on  Washington. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 

HBADut  artkrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  25,  1864. 
General  Washblrx,  Memphis  : 

It  was  by  General  Grant's  special  order  that  General  Smith  was  required  after 
hi«  fight  to  persevere  and  continue  to  follow  Forrest.  He  must  keep  after  him 
tifl  recalled  by  me  or  General  Grant,  and  if  Forrest  goes  towards  Tennessee, 
General  Smith  must  follow  him,  aiming  to  reach  the  Tennessee  river  at  Decatur. 

We  have  had  some  hard  fightin^g  here,  but  have  got  the  enemy  in  a  tight 
place  now  inside  of  Atlanta.  General  Rousseau  broke  the  road  at  Opelika  and 
my  cavalry  has  broken  up  the  road  towards  Augusta  for  fifty  (50)  miles  out. 
Only  one  railroad  remains  to  the  enemy,  viz.,  that  to  Macon,  and  I  am  nearly 
ready  to  strike  it,  after  which  the  enemy  must  come  out  of  Atlanta  to  fight  or 
be  invested. 

General  Smith  must  keep  well  out  after  Forrest,  and  rather  watch  him  closely 
than  attempt  to  pursue  him,  but  when  he  does  fight  he  should  keep  the  advan- 
tage. The  railroad  could  supply  him  out  as  far  as  Grand  Junction.  It  is  of 
vital  importance  that  Forrest  do  not  go  to  Tennessee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Ubaduuartrrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  25,  1804. 

General:  I  have  your  application  for  the  services  of  General  Corse,  which 

I  grant,  because  I  want  you  to  have  good  division  commanders.     But  I  beg  you 

to  see  that  no  injustice  is  done  to  General  Sweeney.     I  have  noticed  for  some 

time  a  growing  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  General  Dodge  with  General 
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Sweeney.  It  may  be  personal.  See  that  General  Dodge  prefers  specific  cliarges 
and  specifications,  and  you,  as  the  ai-my  commander,  must  be  the  judge  of 
the  sufiiciency  of  the  charges.  No  one  but  the  commander  of  an  army  can  arrest 
and  send  away  a  general ;  it  is  a  high  power,  but  I  construe  the  power  to  reside 
with  the  commanders  of  my  three  armies,  because  each  has  a  command  other 
than  the  troops  here  on  the  spot.  You,  as  commander  of  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, should  judge  as  to  the  cause  of  arrest  and  see  that  no  injustice  is  done  a 
general  officer.  You  can  see  how  cniel  it  would  be  to  a  brave  and  sensitive  gen- 
tleman and  officer  to  be  arrested,  deprived  of  his  command  and  sent  to  the  rear 
at  this  time.  I  do  not  believe  General  Dodge  would  willingly  do  an  act  of  in- 
justice, but  still  you  are  the  one  to  judge. 

I  fear  that  General  Sweeney  will  feel  that  even  I  am  influenced  against  him 
to  befriend  General  Corse,  but  it  is  not  so.  I  give  up  General  Corse  because 
the  good  of  the  service  demands  thac,  at  this  crisis,  you  should  have  good  divi- 
sion commanders. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the   Tennessee. 


[Cipher.] 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  25,  1864—8  p.m. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant,  Petersburg  : 

Your  despatch  of  21st  did  not  come  till  to-day.  Johnston  is  relieved  and 
Hood  commands.  Hood  has  made  two  attempts  to  strike  hard  since  we  crossed 
Chattahoochee,  and  both  times  got  more  than  he  bargained  for.  No  doubt  he 
expected  to  cut  to  my  rear,  but  I  have  already  cut  to  his  rear,  having  broken 
his  Augusta  road  out  for  fifty  miles  and  his  southern  road  at  Opelika.  None  re- 
mains to  him  but  the  Macon  road,  and  I  think  I  will  have  that  soon.  I  would 
rather  that  Hood  should  fight  it  out  at  Atlanta  than  toretrejit  further  to  Macon. 
If  you  can  keep  away  re-enforcements,  all  well.  My  army  is  all  in  hand  and 
the  rear  well  guarded. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Gaieral  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  26,   1864. 

Ge.xeral  :  I  liave  received  your  letter  of  July  26,  asking  permission,  aftei 
breaking  good  the  railroad  below  McDonough,  to  push  on,  release  the  ofiicers 
there,  and  afterwards  to  go  to  Andersonville  and  release  the  men  confined  there 
I  see  many  difliculties,  but,  as  you  say,  even  a  chance  of  success  will  warrant  th( 
effort,  and  I  consent  to  it.  You  may,  after  having  fulfilled  my  present  orders 
send  General  Garrard  back  to  the  left  flank  of  the  army,  and  proceed  with  youi 
command  proper  to  achieve  both  or  either  of  the  objects  named.  I  will  keej 
the  enemy  busy,  so  that  you  shall  have  nothing  to  contend  with  but  the  cavalry 
and  if  you  can  bring  back  to  this  army  any  or  all  those  prisoners  of  war,  it  wil 
be  an  achievement  that  will  entitle  you  and  your  command  to  the  love  and  ad 
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miration  of  the  whole  country.  Be  careful  to  break  telegraph  wire  and  railroad 
when  and  wherever  you  go,  especially  the  telegraph,  as  it  will  prevent  the 
enemy  following  your  movement. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  Gmeral  Commanding. 
3Iajor  Genvral  George  Stoxeman. 

Command hig  Dinsion  of  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  before  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  2(j,  1864. 
Gentlemen  :  As  a  part  of  the  movement  to-morrow,  I  wish,  whilst  the  cav- 
alry is  moving  out,  say  at  6  a.  m.,  and  General  Logan's  troops  are  shifting  from 
left  to  right,  that  you  send  from  some  point  of  the  front  of  each  division  in  our 
line  of  circumvallation  a  bold  party,  of  about  a  regiment  strong,  to  push  back 
the  enemy's  outlying  pickets  and  feel  their  position.  This  will  have  the  eflfect 
of  holding  them,  and  drawing  there  as  large  a  body  of  the  enemy  as  possible,  as 
he  will  surely  do  on  such  a  display. 

Inasmuch  as  General  Jeflf.  C.  Davis's  division  is  placed  as  a  strong  right 
flank,  and,  therefore,  will  be  almost  entirely  in  reserve  when  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee  gets  to  the  right,  I  wish  the  demonstration  to  his  front  to  be  still 
more  decided,  viz :  a  whole  brigade  should  move  on  the  ridge  due  south  from 
the  hill  intrenched  beyond  Proctor's  creek,  and  should  push  back  the  enemy 
beyond  any  little  rifle-pits  to  hij^  main  line  which  will  be  found  upon  the  main 
ridge  which  extends  from  Atlanta  to  East  Point.  This  brigade  should  move 
toward  the  old  village  of  White  Hall,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Atlanta. 
These  demonstrations  should  proceed  slowly  and  deliberately,  and  last  all  day, 
and  should  be  as  bold  and  provoking  to  the  enemy  as  possible,  tempting  him 
to  Pally  out  and  test  our  present  lines. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  26,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

General  McCook  represents  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  his  front  intrenched  be- 
hmd  good  works  extending  from  about  White  Hall  down  to  the  Chattahoochee, 
and  he  apprehends  difficulty  in  breaking  through.  I  have  consented  to  his 
dropping  down  the  west  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee  to  a  point  about  Campbell- 
town,  crossing  there  and  striking  out  for  the  railroad.  This  will  turn  the  posi- 
tion of  the  cavalry,  and  force  them  back  to  meet  General  McCook  on  more  open 
ground. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  26,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

Major  General  Howard  is  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  army  and  depart- 
ment of  the  Tennessee.     I  want  him  in  his  new  command  at  once. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher.] 
HEADCiUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thefiehly  near  Atlanta,  Ga„  July  26,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington : 

To-morrow  we  begin  to  move  against  Atlanta,  having  strongly  intrenched 
our  front  from  the  raih-oad  cast  of  Atlanta  to  a  hill  south  of  Proctor's  creek.  I 
move  the  whole  army  of  the  Tennessee  to  the  right,  extending  the  line  south, 
threatening  East  Point,  and  forcing,  as  I  think.  Hood  to  abandon  Atlanta,  or  allow 
us  at  small  cost  to  occupy  the  railroad  south  of  the  town,  that  to  the  cast  being 
well  destroyed.  At  the  same  time  I  send  by  night  a  force  of  about  three 
thousand  five  hundred  (3,500)  cavalry  under  General  McCook,  and  around  by 
the  left  about  five  thousand  (5,000)  cavalry  under  Stoneman,  with  orders  to 
reach  the  railroad  about  Griffin's.  I  also  have  consented  that  General  Stoneman, 
after  he  has  executed  this  part  of  his  plan,  if  he  find  it  feasible,  may,  with  bis 
division  proper,  about  two  thousand,  (2,000,)  go  to  Macon  and  attempt  the 
release  of  our  officers  and  prisoners  there,  and  then  to  Andersonville  to  release 
the  twenty  thousand  (20,000)  of  our  men  prisoners  there.  This  is  probably 
more  than  he  can  accomplish,  but  it  is  worthy  of  a  determined  effort. 

Whilst  these  are  in  progresss,  I  will  with  the  main  army  give  employment  to 
all  the  rebel  armv  still  in  Atlanta. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thcjieldy  near  Atlanta,  Ga.y  July  27,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D,  C: 

My  two  cavalry  expeditions  are  off  to  make  a  wide  circuit  and  reach  the 
Macon  road  well  to  the  southeast  of  Atlanta,  and  the  army  of  the  Tennessee 
is  shifted  to  the  extreme  right,  reaching  well  towards  the  railroad,  so  that 
I  think  to-morrow  must  develop  something.  The  cavalry  will  have  to  fight  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  and  we  can  hold  the  infantry  and  artillery  to  Atlanta  and  force 
them  to  extend  and  choose  between  Atlanta  and  East  Point.  I  don't  think  the 
enemy  can  hold  both.  All  are  well  pleased  with  General  Howard's  appointment 
but  Generals  Logan  and  Hooker.  The  former  thought  he  ought  to  have  been 
allowed  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  field  until  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
but  I  explained  to  him  that  a  permanent  department  commander  had  to  be 
appointed  at  once,  as  discharges,  furloughs,  and  much  detailed  business  could 
alone  be  done  by  a  department  commander.  General  Hooker  is  offended,  because 
he  thinks  he  is  entitled  to  the  command.  I  must  be  honest,  and  say  he  is  not 
qualified  or  suited  to  it.  He  talks  of  quitting.  If  General  Thomas  recom- 
mends, I  shall  not  object.  He  is  not  indispensable  to  our  success.  He  is 
welcome  to  my  place,  it  the  President  awards  it,  but  I  cannot  name  him  to  such 
an  important  command  as  the  army  of  the  Tennessee. 

All  is  well.  The  enemy  to-day  offered  no  serious  opposition  to  the  changes 
of  to-day,  and  our  skirmishing  and  artillery  was  just  enough  to  make  things^ 
interesting. 

w.  T.  sher:vian, 

Major  General  Commanding. 


REPORT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN.         143 

Hbadquartbks  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  yesterday  is  received.     I  beg  you  will  not  regard  me 

as  fault-finding,  for  I  assert  that  I  have  been  well  sustained  in  every  respect 

during  my  entire  services.     I  did  not  snppose  my  despatches  would  go  outside 

the  offices  at  the  War  Department ;  I  did  not  suppose  you  were  troubled  with  such 

matters.  '      ana  are  both  worthy  men,  and  had  they  been 

promoted  on  the  eve  of  the  Yicksburg  campaign  it  would  have  been  natural  and 
well  accepted;  but  I  do  think  you  will  admit  that  their  promotion,  coming  to  us 
when  they  had  gone  to  the  rear — the  one  oflfended  because  I  could  not  unite  in 
the  same  division  five  infantry  and  five  cavalry  regiments,  and  the  other  for 
temporary  sickness — was  enough  to  occasion  disappointment.  You  can  see  how 
ambidooa  aspirants  for  military  fame  regard  these  things.  They  come  to  me 
and  point  them  out  as  evidences  that  I  am  wrong  in  encouraging  them  to  a  silent, 
paUent,  discharge  of  duty.  I  assure  you  that  every  general  of  my  army  has 
spoken  of  it,  and  referred  td  it  as  evidence  that  promotion  results  from  impor- 
tunity, and  not  from  actual  service.  I  have  refrained  from  recommending  any 
thus  far  in  the  campaign,  as  I  think  we  should  reach  some  stage  in  the  game 
before  stopping  to  balance  accounts  or  writing  history.  I  assure  you  that  I  do 
think  you  have  consistently  acted  throughout  the  war  with  marked  skill  in  the 
matter  of  military  appointments,  and  that  as  few  mistakes  have  been  made  as 
eoold  be  expected.  I  will  furnish  all  my  army  and  division  commanders  with 
a  copy  of  your  despatch,  that  they  may  feel  reassured. 
With  great  respect, 

W.  T.  sherAian, 

Major  General  Qommanding, 
His  Excellency  President  Lincoln, 

Washington. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  27,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington  : 

Greneral  Hooker  has  applied  to  be  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  20th  army 
corps,  assigning  as  a  reason  the  appointment  of  General  Howard,  his  junior, 
to  command  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  General  Thomas  asks  the  following 
appointments : 

General  D.  S.  Stanley  to  command  the  4th  corps,  vice  Howard,  transferred. 

General  H.  W.  Slocum  to  command  the  20th  corps,  vice  Hooker,  relieved  at 
bis  own  request. 

I  approve  these  nominations,  and  ask  orders,  by  telegraph,  that  General 
Slocum  may  be  summoned  from  Yicksburg,  where  he  now  is. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta^  Ga.,  July  28,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

Try  and  thin  your  strong  lines  as  much  as  possible  to-morrow,  so  as  to  make 
good  reserves  for  action.  Let  these  reserves  be  ready  to  move  at  any  moment. 
Our  cavalry  will  surely  reach  the  Macon  road  to-night,  and  to-morrow  the 
enemy  will  do  something  desperate. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  (Jommanding, 
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HEADQrARTKRS  MILITARY  DlVrSI()\  OK  THK  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  tliv field,  mar  Atlanta,  Ga,,  July  29,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

Until  the  rosnlt  of  our  cavalry  movement  is  known,  I  want  the  utmost  ac- 
tivity on  our  flankj».  General  lloward,  by  this  time,  mnst  have  his  line  strong. 
I  wish  you  to  take  General  Davis's  division,  and  one  of  General  Williams's,  and 
operate  from  General  Howard's  rifrlit  flank  towards  East  Point.  Don't  form  a 
line,  but  move  so  as  to  occujiy  or  threaten  the  railroad.  General  Schofield  will 
do  the  same  on  the  left.  1  will  stay  at  home  to-day,  to  be  convenient  to  the 
telegraph.  Keep  me  well  advised.  Don't  extend  the  line,  but  operate  in  the 
nature  of  a  strong  reconnoissance  towards  East  Point,  havhig  General  Howard's 
line  as  a  point  of  departure  and  safety. 

W.  T;  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Hradciuarters  DkpartmexNt  of  thk  Tennessee, 

July  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

We  have  counted  six  hnndrtul  and  forty-two  (642)  rebel  dead,  and  there  are 
still  others  in  front  of  our  lines  and  not  yet  recovered.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that 
their  wounded  arc  five  or  six  times  that  number.  We  may  count  largely  on 
their  missing,  great  niimbcrri  having  been  seen  going  to  the  rear,  and  many 
stragglers  are  being  picked  up  in  the  woods.  A  just  estimate  of  their  (enemy's) 
loss  would,  I  belit^ve,  be  not  less  than  five  thousand  (5,000.)  Our  los.=»,  as  far 
as  reported,  less  than  six  hundred. 

0.  ().  HOWARD, 
Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  29,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington : 

The  result  of  the  enemy's  attack  yesterday,  chiefly  on  the  l»5th  corps,  is  thus 
reported  by  General  Howard: 

We  have  counted  six  hundred  and  forty-two  (642)  rebel  dead,  and  there  are 
still  others  in  front  of  our  lines;  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  their  wounded  are 
five  or  six  times  that  of  their  d(?ad.  Over  one  hundred  (100)  prisoners  are  iu 
hand,  and  others  being  gathered  up  in  the  woods.  General  Howard  estimates  the 
enemy's  loss  at  five  thousand  (5,000,)  and  our  loss  at  less  than  six  huudred 
(600.) 

Gtnieral  W.  H.  T.  Walker  was  killed  on  the  22d,  and  it  is  now  reported  by 
prisoners  that  Whe(?ler  was  killed  yesterday.  We  are  so  near  the  enemy's  line 
that  their  intrenched  artillery  prevents  our  advancing  the  Hues,  so  as  to  take  full 
advantage  of  the  battle,  they  gathering  into  the  city  their  more  remote  dead. 

The  parapets  of  Atlanta  present  a  will- tilled  line  wherever  we  approach  them. 
General  Thomas  is  making  to-day  a  strong  reconnoissance  in  force  towards  East 
l*oint,  and  General  Schotield  on  the  left.  Our  cavalry  hue  now  been  out  three 
days,  and  must  havd  done  its  work  about  (irillin. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Hbadquartbrs  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

July  29,  1864. 
Htjor  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  just  retained  from  the  right  I  have  intrenched  Morgan  on  the 
Howell  or  Green's  ferrj  road,  to  the  right  and  Boathwest  of  Logan.  He  has 
eomplete  command  of  that  road,  and  has  his  skirmishers  out  half  a  mile  to  his 
front  They  have  driven  the  rebels  into  intrenched  rifle-pits,  and  report  in- 
tieDched  lines  heavily  manned  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  their  skirmish  rifle-pits. 
1  abo  directed  Ward  to  take  position  on  Morgan's  right,  and  refuse  his  right  so 
18  to  make  a  strong  right  flank.  Ward  fronts  the  Howell's  ferry  road,  and  runs 
iIoDg  it  towards  Uie  Chattahoochee  for  half  a  mile,  and  then  falls  back  this 
vaj.  Howard  had  good  ground  to  fight  on  yesterday.  I  saw  several  dead 
rebels  that  Ward's  men  were  burying.  If,  after  intrenching,  Howard  will  thin 
OQt  and  extend  to  his  right,  Morgan  and  Ward  can  move  still  further  to  the 
right  and  might  perhaps  overlap  the  enemy. 

While  Morgan  and  Ward  maae  their  advance,  I  had  Williams,  Johnson,  and 
Baiid  make  strong  reconnoissances  to  their  fronts.  They  all  report  their  belief 
that  the  enemy  has  either  retired  altogether  or  has  witharawn  tne  greatest  part 
of  his  forces,  and  only  now  has  a  weak  skirmish  line  covering  his  fortifications 
anmnd  the  city.  I  have  directed  them  to  feel  strongly  to-night  and  determine 
whether  the  enemy  has  retired  or  not. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Gumbbrlaxd, 

July  29,  1864!. 
Mijor  General  Sherman  : 

I  will  send  to  General  Morgan  immediately  for  the  strength  of  the  lOtb 


I  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing  the  capture  of  an  entire  rebel  regiment,, 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  officers  and  men,  by  tne  first  division,  20th  corpe,  while 
•dvaacing  its  lines  in  obedience  to  my  orders  of  last  night.  The  position 
'(htained  is  very  advantageous  to  us  also,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  shorten  my 
Knee  considerably  and  have  a  better  view  of  the  ground  in  front. 

G.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General 


Headquaetbrs  Army  of  the  Ohio> 

July  30,  1864. 
Mi\jor  General  Shebman  : 

^  I  have  your  despatch  expressing  your  desire  that  I  advance  my  picket  lino 
hi  fitmt  of  the  distillery  near  the  road  leading  to  Atlanta.  I  tried  that  on  the 
^t  and  found  it  impracticable,  for  this  reason,  viz :  The  point  referred  to  is  in 
*Vge  re-entering  angle  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  the  enemy's  picket  line  in  that 
^iomty  is  enfiladed  by  the  artillery  of  both  the  adjacent  salients.  Neither  the 
*>einy's  picket  line  nor  even  the  main  curtain  in  rear  should  be  held  by  our 
^ps  until  those  salients  are  carried.  One  of  them  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
^  10J  left,  and  hence  beyond  my  reach  ;  the  other  is  somewhat  to  my  right. 
^  Will  see  General  Stanley  and  ascertain  what  can  be  done  about  this  latter 
^&Qt  Perhaps  we  can  drive  in  the  skirmishers  around  it  and  keep  down  it» 
^  with  our  sharpshooters. 

Beflpectfnlly» 

J,  M.  SOHOFIELD,  Mc^or  General. 

lO* 


146         BEPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Mdy  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  July  30,  1864. 

Colonel  James  A.  Hardie,  Inspector  General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Be  pleased  to  convey  my  thanks  to  the  President  for  his  prompt  bestowal  of 
the  appointments  as  brigadier  generals  on  the  eight  (8)  most  worthy  colonels 
named  in  your  despatch  to-day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  31,  1S64. 
Grenerals  Thomas  and  Howard: 

I  am  just  back  from  an  interview  with  General  Schofield. 

General  Garrard  is  back.  He  was  sent  by  General  Stoneman  to  Flat  Rock, 
where  he  was  surrounded  by  Wheeler's  cavalry,  but  he  remained  two  days  ex- 
pecting General  Stoneman  to  send  him  orders,  when  he  broke  out  to  Lattimore's, 
where  he  heard  General  Stoneman  had  gone  to  Covington  and  beyond.  Not 
having  lurther  orders,  he  came  home  via  the  Peach  Tree  road.  His  fight 
was  a  small  affair,  being  only  'one  (1)  officer  and  six  (6)  men  wounded,  and 
riding  down  one  brigade  of  the  enemy.  He  thinks  Wheeler  still  remains  on  the 
right  of  Atlanta,  extending  the  infantry  line.  I  think  General  Stoneman  has 
gone  to  Macon,  east  of  Yellow  river,  and  that  it  is  well.  I  have  ordered  Gen- 
eral Garrard  in  on  our  left,  and  to-morrow  night  will  let  him  fill  witli  a  skir- 
mish line  General  Schofield's  position,  and  move  all  of  General  Schofield*s 
to  the  right  of  General  Howard,  and  with  the  divisions  of  Generals  Davis 
and  Ward  kept  in  reserve  on  the  right  to  strike  a  blow  beyond  our  new  right 
flank  when  intrenched.  Our  right  flank  must  be  advanced  in  close  and  abso- 
lute contact  with  the  enemy,  and  with  General  Schofield  on  that  flank,  I  think 
we  can  make  him  quit  Atlanta,  or  so  weaken  his  line  that  we  can  break  through 
somewhere,  the  same  as  our  Kenesaw  move. 

Study  the  road,  so  that  Generals  Schofield  and  Howard  may  have  a  line  close 
up  to  the  enemy — as  close  as  possiblu.  I  will  send  a  regiment  of  cavalry  down 
the  west  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee  to  feel  for  General  McCook.  I  must  have 
a  bolder  commander  for  General  GaiTard's  cavalry,  and  want  General  Thomas 
to  name  to  me  General  Kilpatrick,  or  some  good  brigadier,  for  the  command. 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  obliged  for  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  honorable  E.  M.  Stanton, 
of  date  July  22,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  reply  at  once. 

It  seems  Dr.  Luke  Miller,  a  commissioner  of  your  State,  has  been  denied  a 
pass  on  the  military  railroad  below  Nashville,  fur  the  purpose  of  ministering  to 
the  wants  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  your  State  here  at  the  front,  and 
your  letter  is  doubtless  intended  as  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  com- 
pel me  to  grant  such  a  pass.  You  will  be  amazed  when  on  this  simple  state- 
ment I  must  accuse  you  of  heartless  cruelty  to  your  constituents ;  but  such  is 
the  fact.  You  would  take  the  very  bread  and  meat  out  of  your  soldiers'  mouths, 
that  a  State  inspector  might  come  and  supervise  the  acts  of  other  medical  offi- 
cers here  on  the  spot,  commissioned  by  yourself.    You  would  load  down  our 
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cars  with  travellers,  and  limit  our  ability  to  feed  our  horses  and  transport  the 
powder  and  ball  necessary  to  carry  on  this  war.  I  tell  you  that  with  the  aid 
of  the  best  talent  our  country  affords,  and  by  laboring  night  and  day,  one  sifigle 
track  of  railroad  cannot  supply  us ;  and  I  have  been  compelled  to  lay  by  for 
days  to  accumulate  supplies  for  another  step  in  our  progress.  To  be  sure,  a 
single  passenger  would  be  a  small  matter;  but  he  is  two  hundred  pounds  avoir- 
dupois, and  his  bulk  and  weight  in  bread  and  meat  would  feed  one  hundred 
xnen  a  day,  or  one  man  one  hundred  days ;  and  you  can  make  the  same  calcu- 
lation for  forage  and  cartridges. 

Now,  how  many  States  are  there  with  commissioners  1     And  are  medical 
commissioners  the  only  ones  who  claim  to  come  below  Nashville  1     Why,  sir, 
go  to  Nashville  and  see.    Every  State  has  one,  every  congressional  district, 
and  every  county ;  then  the  sanitary  agents  and  societies,  and  Christian  Com- 
mission, with  all  their  ramifications;  and  a  still  more  numerous  and  appeal- 
ing class — the  parents,  and  brothers  and  sisters  of  soldiers,  dead,  or  wounded, 
or  sick,  or  refugees  searching  lost  parents,  families  and  children.     Will  you  say 
which  of  these  shall  have  preference  over  the  very  food  our  men  eat  ?     Now, 
every  regiment  has  its  colonel  and  field  officers,  its  surgeon  and  chaplain,  and 
all  may  and  do  write  letters  daily.     We  strain  our  every  nerve  the  moment  a 
soldier  is  sick  or  wounded  to  send  him  to  the  rear  to  the  best  hospitals,  and  you 
kuow  that  agents  and  commissioners  are  not  essential  at  all,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, embarrass  us  in  all  the  details  ;  then,  I  repeat,  that  by  trying  to  force  me 
to  transport  your  commissioners  you  unknowingly  and  unconsciously  are  guilty 
of  the  cruel  act  of  taking  the  bread  out  of  some  poor  soldier's  mouth,  or  the  corn 
necessary  to  feed  our  horses  that  they  may  work.     Why  not  accord  to  us  on 
the  spot  a  credit  for  some  good  sense  and  feeling  ?     Why,  when  we  beg  you  for 
mercy's  sake  to  allow  us  for  the  period  of  our  brief  campaign  to  have  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  our  single  track  of  rail,  every  foot  of  which  we  must  gnard,  and 
every  inch  of  which  has  cost  us  a  precious  life  1     Why  do  you  mistrust  our 
purpose,  and  appeal  for  compulsory  process  ?     I  beg  you  will  see  how  differently 
men  regard  the  same  state  of  facts  from  a  different  stand-point. 

I  see  you  regarded  the  refusal  by  General  Webster  of  a  railroad  pass  for  your 
commissioner  as  a  want  of  respect  for  your  State  and  office.  Be  assured  that 
for  you  personally  and  officially,  and  for  the  State  of  Minnesota,  I  feel  the  most 
profound  respect;  but  if  I  am  to  be  charged  with  this  campaign,  instead  of  re- 
laxing my  already  stringent  rules  at  Nashville,  I  will  make  them  more  and  more 
severe,  that  I  may  better  feed,  clothe,  and  equip  the  army,  whose  life  and  suc- 
cess hang  by  that  slender  thread. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
To  his  Excellency  Stephen  Miller, 

Governor  of  Minnesota^  St,  Paul, 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

August  1,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Colonel  Brownlow  reports  that  McCook  destroyed  twelve  (12)  miles  of  the 
Macon  railroad  and  a  bridge  over  the  Whitewater  longer  than  the  Chattahoochee 
bridge.  He  also  destroyed  over  five  hundred  (500)  wagons — Hood's,  Hardee's, 
and  other  headquarter  wagons  among  them.  Unfortunately,  he  then  turned 
back  on  his  old  route,  and  commenced  to  destroy  the  West  Point  road,  when 
he  was  attacked  on  the  29th,  near  Newman,  by  infantry  and  cavalry  in  over- 
whelming numbers,  surrounded,  and  all  who  did  not  cut  their  way  through  were 
either  killed  or  captured. 
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There  are  nearly  five  bnndred  now  in  Marietta,  and  Brownlow  thinks  m&nj 
more  will  find  their  waj  in.  The  Ist  Wisconsin  was  cat  off  near  Campbellton, 
and  returned  two  days  ago.    I  will  send  you  his  report  in  the  morAing. 

GEORGE  H.THOMAS, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Shbbman. 


Hbadquabters  Militaby  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Li  thejidd,  near  Atlanta^  Ga.,  August  2,  1864. 
General  Webster,  Nashville; 

Too  manv  citizens  manage  to  come  to  the  front.  Be  even  more  stringent 
than  heretofore.  Grant  no  passes  beyond  Chattanooga,  and  only  the  smallest 
possible  number  that  far.  Surgeons  can  fill  the  offices  of  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion, and  chaplains  minister  to  the  wants  of  the  soldiers. 

If  any  recmils  are  coming  from  the  north  I  want  them  forwarded  with  de- 
spatch by  the  cars. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


TifiBTEBN  Miles  Southwbst  op  Dallas, 

August  2,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  I  cut  the  West  Point  railroad  at  Palmetto,  and 
thoroughly  destroved  the  Macon  railroad  for  two  (2)  miles  and  a  half.  At 
Lovejoy's  removed  telegraph  wire  for  five  (5)  miles  and  burned  two  trains.  I 
also  burned  one  hundred  (100)  bales  of  cotton,  and  over  five  hundred  (500) 
wagons,  including  headquarters  trains  of  nearly  their  whole  army,  Hardee's  entire 
transportation  and  the  cavalry  command  supply  train;  killed  about  eight 
hundred  (800)  mules  and  captured  seventy- two  (72)  commissioned  officers  and 
three  hundred  and  fifty  (350)  men.  Wheeler  was  between  McDonough  and  the 
road  when  I  cut  it.  Fought  Jackson's  division  near  Lovejoy's  and  repulsed  them; 
was  forced  to  return  by  the  way  of  Newman's,  and  found  infantry  there.  I  cut 
the  railroad  and  telegraph,  and  four  miles  out  was  attacked  by  Jackson's,  Wheeler's 
and  Roddy's  commands,  and  finally,  by  infantry,  two  brigades  that  had  been 
stopped  there  on  their  way  to  Atlanta;  smashed  Ross's  Texas  brigade  in  trying 
to  break  through  to  the  river,  capturing  General  Ross,  with  all  his  horses  and 
men.  I  was  finally  completely  surrounded,  and  compelled  to  abandon  everything 
that  would  impede  me  in  order  to  cut  my  way  through.  I  ordered  Colonels 
Croxton  and  Torry  to  cut  through  with  their  brigades.  I  took  Colonel  Jones 
with  me  and  got  through  twelve  hundred  (1,200)  men  by  a  charge  in  column 
and  crossed  the  river  below  Franklin.  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Croxton  or 
Torry's  commands,  but  suppose  they  got  out,  as  they  made  the  attempt  while  I 
was  fighting.  Colonel  Dow,  Colonel  Torry,  Major  Austin,  wounded;  Major  Paine 
killed;  Harrison  missing,  supposed  a  prisoner.  My  loss  very  heavy.  No  co-ope- 
ration from  Stoneman.    I  will  be  in  Marietta  to-morrow. 

E.  M.  McCOOK, 
Brigadier  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

August  2i  1864—10  p.  m. 
Major  Greneral  Sherman  : 

From  all  that  I  can  see  I  judge  that  the  enemy's  infantry  fire  bends  back 
opposite  my  left  centre,  and  runs  from  that  point  nearly  south  behind  a  small 
branch  of  the  creek  in  front  of  Howard  and  myself.  The  force  in  front  of  my 
right  appears  to  be  cavalry.  To  seriously  threaten  the  enemy's'  flank  and  rail- 
road communications  it  will  be  necessary  to  cross  the  creek  in  front  of  my  right, 
and  reach  the  Sandtown  road,  which  is  about  a  mile  beyond  the  creek.  If  this 
move  can  be  made  with  a  sufficiently  large  force  the  residt  must  be  very  decisive. 
Please  inform  me  if  you  desire  me  to  push  forward  to-morrow,  and  also  whether 
Morgan's  and  Ward's  divisions  will  be  absolutely  under  my  command,  or  only 
to  be  called  on  when  the  necessity  shall  arise.  At  present  they  are  within  easy 
Bnpporting  distance ;  but  if  I  move  they  should  move  with  me. 
B^pectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Atlanta^  Ga*^  August  3,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

I  am  just  in  from  the  right  General  Schofield  has  one  division  across  Utoy, 
and  General  Baird  was  crossing  at  6  p.  m. ;  pretty  severe  skirmish,  but  no  battle. 
I  came  by  General  Logan,  who  has  been  fighting  with  artillery  and  picket  lines 
all  day;  he  carried  a  line  and  took  fifty  (50)  prisoners.  Enemy  retook  the  pits, 
bat  our  shirmishers  got  in  safe.  General  Logan  again  took  them,  with  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  (150)  prisoners;  his  loss  very  small ;  he  was  still  hammering  away 
when  I  left  him  along  his  line,  and  this  relieved  the  pressure  on  Grenerals  Schofield 
and  Baird.  I  think  by  morning  he  will  have  a  lodgement  across  Utoy,  on  or 
very  near  the  Big  Sandtown  road,  that  will  seriously  threaten  the  railroad.  I 
bave  heard  of  General  McCook  and  am  well  pleased.  I  heard  very  heavy  firing 
np  your  way.     Tell  me  all  about  it. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  3,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington : 

We  have  had  pretty  lively  times  to-day  generally,  closing  in,  taking  some  two 
or  three  hundred  prisoners.  Under  the  pressure  I  got  two  divisions  across  the 
head  of  Utoy  creek,  well  towards  the  railroad,  and  to-morrow  will  push  still 
more  on  that  flank. 

General  McCook,  after  all<  has  got  in,  bringing  twelve  hundred  (1,200)  of  his 
men ;  he  reports  that  on  the  29th  July  he  broke  the  West  Point  road  at  Pal- 
metto, and  then  crossed  over  the  Macon  road  at  Lovejoy's,  where  he  took  up 
two  (2)  miles  of  track  ;  burned  two  trains  and  one  hundred  (100)  bales  of  cot- 
ton and  five  (5)  miles  of  telegraph.  He  fell  upon  the  rebel  wagon  train  and 
bumed  over  five  hundred  (500)  wagons  and  killed  eight  hundred  (800)  mules; 
be  captured  seventy-two  (72)  officers  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  (350)  men  ; 
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but  his  progress  eastward  and  north,  according  to  the  plan,  was  stopped  by  a  supe- 
lior  force  of  cavalry,  and  he  turned  towards  Newman,  where  he  was  completely 
surrounded.  He  ordered  two  of  his  small  brigades  to  make  their  way  to  the 
Chattahoochee  while  he  held  the  enemy.  About  five  hundred  (500)  of  them 
are  in,  but  the  balance,  about  one  thousand,  (1,000,)  are  doubtless  captured  or 
killed.  He  then  with  twelve  hundred  ( 1,200)  men  charged  through  in  column, 
riding  down  Ross's  Texas  brigade  and  capturing  Ross,  the  commander ;  but  he 
had  to  drop  all  prisoners  and  encumbrances  to  save  his  command ;  he  crossed 
the  Chattahoochee  below  Franklin,  and  up  by  Dallas  to  Marietta.  The  plan 
was  for  him  to  meet  General  Stoneman  at  Lovejoy's,  but  he  did  not  meet  liim. 
Prisoners  report  that  Yankee  cavalry  was  shelling  Macon  on  the  Ist  instant ;  so 
I  think  General  Stoneman  has  a  chance  of  rescuing  those  prisoners.  It  was  a 
bold  and  rash  adventure,  but  I  sanctioned  it,  and  hoped  for  its  success  from  its 
very  rashness. 

I  think  that  all  Georgia  is  now  in  my  front,  and  Stoneman  may  meet  with 
but  little  opposition  and  succeed  in  releasing  those  prisoners.  The  difficulty  will 
then  commence  for  them  to  reach  me.  My  lines  are  very  strong  and  cover  well 
all  our  bridges  across  Chattahoochee.  I  will  use  my  cavalry  hereafter  to  cover 
the  railroad,  and  use  infantry  and  artillery  against  Atlanta.  A  large  part  of 
Hood's  army  is  militia  that  cannot  be  trusted  in  the  open  field,  and  I  think  we 
have  crippled  the  three  fighting  corps  now  commanded  by  Stewart,  Stephen  D. 
Lee,  and  Hardee.  It  is  even  whispered  that  Hardee  has  resigned,  but  this  is 
as  yet  but  the  story  of  deserters. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  4th  Army  Corps, 

August  3,  1864—8.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  answer  to  your  inquiry,  that  I  carried  the  picket 
line  on  the  whole  corps  front  excepting  Gibson's  and  Wood's  divisions.  New- 
ton's men  went  within  one  hundred  (100)  yards  of  the  Star  fort.  The  rebels 
opened  from  at  least  twenty  (20)  pieces.  The  rebels  rallied  and  drove  back 
Hazen's  skirmishers.  We  took  about  forty  (40)  prisoners.  Three  of  Cheat- 
hand's  brigades  are  certainly  in  our  front.  They  say  Cleburn  is  on  the  rebel 
right.  We  could  see  troops  move  in  and  deploy  in  the  works  during  the  fight. 
I  send  through  General  Thomas  a  "  Chattanooga  Rebel "  of  the  3d  August. 
Stoneman  was  at  Clinton  on  the  1st ;  he  had  destroyed  Oconee  bridge,  burned 
cars,  &c.,  on  the  Central  railroad.  I  had  thirty  or  forty  (30  or  40)  killed  and 
wounded  to-day.  My  belief  is  that  the  rebel  force  is  quite  strong  on  this  front 
yet.     Gibson  met  a  destructive  fire  of  musketry  and  canister. 

D.  S.  STANLEY,  Major  General 


Marietta,  August  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Colonel  Adams,  commanding  brigade  of  Stoneman's  cavalry,  is  here  with  Ist 
and  11th  Kentucky,  about  nine  hundred  ^900)  strong.  He  thinks  that  the  bal- 
ance of  the  command  are  prisoners,  incluaing  General  Stoneman.  He  cut  the 
railroad  south  of  Macon.  The  command  was  overwhelmed  by  the  rebels  be- 
tween Monticello  and  Clinton. 

SAM'L  ROSS, 
Colonel  20tA  Connecticut,  Commanding, 
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Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  4,  1864. 
General  Scofibld  : 

I  have  notified  other  commanders  that  the  attack  will  commence  at  three  p. 
m.  That  will  be  early  enough.  In  the  mean  time  make  all  preparations, 
eapeciallj  to  look  to  your  connexion  with  General  Howard.  I  will  be  over. 
General  Palmer  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  with  his  command. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 
Geneial  Palmer  : 

You  will  during  the  movement  against  the  railroad  report  to  and  receive 
orders  from  General  Schofield.  General  Thomas  will  personally  look  to  the 
front  of  Atlanta.  General  Howard  will  co-operate  with  General  Schofield,  and 
General  Schofield,  re-enforced  by  your  corps,  is  charged  to  reach  the  railroad. 
Obey  his  orders  and  instructions.    Acknowledge  receipt. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 

General  Grant,  City  Point: 

General  Stoueman  only  had  two  thousand  three  hundred  (2,  300)  men.  Nine 
hnndred  (900)  have  got  in.  I  fear  the  balance  are  captured,  as  related  in  your 
despatch.  General  Stoneman  was  sent  to  break  railroad,  after  which  I  consented 
he  should  attempt  the  rescue  of  our  prisoners  at  Andersonville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Memphis,  August  4, 1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  telegram  of  the  first  instant  just  received.  The  force  of  Forrest  is  at 
Montgomery,  stationed  below  Okalona,  and  I  am  moving  in  that  direction, 
while  Smith  is  after  him  with  five  thousand  (5,  000)  cavalry  and  ten  thousand 
(10,000)  infantry.  He  will  hardly  go  into  Middle  Tennessee.  The  country 
where  Forrest's  command  is  is  full  of  com  and  meat,  and  Smith  can  subsist 
there.  I  have  ordered  him  to  push  after  Forrest  wherever  he  may  be  and  to  go 
as  far  as  Columbus,  Mississippi,  in  pursuit  of  him,  if  necessary,  and  have  all 
railroads  this  side  of  there  destroyed.  I  telegraphed  you  on  the  2d,  but 
if  you  do  not  approve  of  the  plans  there  laid  down  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from 
you  by  tbe  time  Smith  reaches  Oxford,  and  will  move  then  as  you  may  direct. 
If  you  approve  of  the  plan  there  indicated,  shall  Smith,  after  penetrating  as  far 
down  as  Columbus,  march  north  to  Decatur  or  Tuscumbia,  or  return  here  1 

Should  he  meet  and  eflfectually  whip  Forrest,  should  he  not  return  here  and 
be  sent  to  Mobile  ? 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major  General. 
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HBADaUAOTBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  fields  near  Atlanta^  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

That  18  verv  well  as  to  jour  left,  but  I  want  to  assnme  the  offensive  on  the 
right,  and  I  wish  you  to  order  General  Palmer  to  advance  his  left  division  till 
he  reaches  the  Sandtown  road,  and  its  right  supported  bj  General  Davis's  divi- 
sion. General  Johnson's  division  shoula  reach  the  Sandtown  road  more  to  the 
right  and  close  to  the  left  on  General  Davis.  The  connexion  between  you  and 
General  Howard  is  not  important.  Slash  down  the  timber  in  the  valley  of  Utoy, 
and  a  single  battery  with  a  regiment  of  skirmishers  will  hold  a  mile  against  the 
whole  of  Hood's  army.  I  want  all  of  your  army  and  General  Palmer's  corps  to 
turn  the  enemy's  left,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better.  I  wish  you  to 
make  written  orders,  so  that  Generals  Palmer  and  Baird  cannot  mistake  them. 
Their  delay  this  afternoon  was  unpardonable. 

If  the  enemy  ever  gets  a  column  through  our  lines  we  will  let  go  our  breast- 
works and  turn  on  his  flanks,  and  therefore  I  don't  care  about  our  line  being 
continuous  and  uniform.  If  they  sally  it  will  be  quick  and  by  some  well-defined 
road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejiddy  near  Atlanta^  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 
General  Grant,  City  Point : 

I  have  your  second  despatch  about  General  Stoneman.  I  have  newspapers, 
with  dates  from  Macon  of  the  Ist,  speaking  of  General  Stoneman's  capture  as  a 
rumor,  but  not  as  a  fact.  He  started  from  here  in  connexion  with  two  other 
parties  that  have  got  back ;  he  had  two  thousand  three  hundred  (2,300)  men, 
and  after  breaking  the  Macon  road  he  was  to  make  an  effort  to  rescue  our 
prisoners.  Colonel  Adams  with  nine  hundred  (900)  of  his  men  got  back  to 
Marietta  to-day,  and  telegraphs  me  Stoneman  was  attacked  at  Clinton,  Georgia, 
by  overwhelming  numbers,  and  they  fear  he  is  captured.  It  may  be  so,  but  I 
hope  he  may,  like  General  McOook,  dodge  and  get  in. 

General  Waahbum  is  moving  from  Holly  Springs  on  Columbus,  Mississippi. 
He  thinks  that  Forrest  is  dead  of  the  wound  he  received  in  his  battle  with  Gen- 
eral Smith. 

The  country  in  which  I  am  operating  is  very  difficult  for  a  large  army,  and 
the  defensive  positions  very  strong  ana  hard  to  circumvent;  but  perseverance 
will  move  mountains. 

I  ought  to  be  better  advised  of  your  plans  and  movements.  I  hear  you  have 
blown  up  the  outer  bastion  of  Petersburg,  but  don't  know  how  near  you  are  to 
getting  full  possession  of  the  place,  or  its  bearing  on  Richmond. 

Hood  uses  his  militia  to  fill  his  lines,  and  shows  a  bold  front  wherever  I  get 
at  him. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Com9nanding, 


[Copy  by  telegraph.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefiddy  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  4,  1864. 
General  Webster,  Nashville: 

As  some  confusion  and  misunderstanding  has  occurred  relative  to  my  orders 
as  to  newspapers  and  newspaper  carriers,  I  will  repeat  that  it  is  a  small  business 
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for  me  to  attend  to  in  the  midst  of  an  active  campaign,  and  one  that  onght  nerer 
to  reach  my  notice. 

The  military  railroad  is  to  carry  supplies  for  the  army.     It  cannot  carry  all 
the  sapplies  allowed  hy  law  and  usage,  and  therefore  preference  must  be  given 
to  some  things  over  others:  Ist,  ammunition;  2d,  clothing;  3d,  provisious,  for 
men ;  4th,  forage  for  horses ;  and  as  I  cannot  in  person  supervise  the  bills  of  lad- 
ing or  loading  of  trains,  I  leave  this  to  the  quartermaster  at  Nashville,  who  has 
the  best  knowledge  of  the  state  of  supplies  torward  and  at  the  depot,  as  well  as 
the  capacity  of  the  cars.    Newspapers  are  a  kind  of  freight,  and  as  such  I  do 
not  object  to  the  quartermastor  at  Nashville  shipping  any  number  of  bundles 
consigned  to  any  of  the  posts  forward,  because  they  occupy  little  space,  and  the 
balk  of  such  newspapers  cannot  materially  affect  the  quantity  of  provisions  ship- 
ped ;  but  newsvenders,  like  any  other  merchants,  must  not  travel  in  the  cars  to 
sell  their  goods  anv  more  than  grocers  or  hucksters.    They  may  send  bundles 
of  their  papers  in  the  cars  by  consent  of  the  quartermaster  who  loads  the  cars. 
£?ery  army  commander  can  send  his  mail  messengers  daily  each  way,  and  these 
may  carry  papers  as  a  part  of  the  army  mails,  and  the  orders  of  Geneials  Thomas, 
Howard  and  Schofield,  for  officers  and  men  are  military  orders  of  transportation 
that  quartermasters  will  respect  the  same  as  mine.    Passes  to  citizens,  as  far  as 
Qiattanooga,  in  very  limited  numbers,  may  be  granted  by  the  authority  of  either 
of  these  army  commanders,  and  they  may  send  to  the  rear  car-loads  of  prisoners, 
refugees  and  citizens  without  limit,  but  I  have  ordered  that  on  no  pretence  must 
citizens  come  this  side  of  Chattanooga,  for  I  find  them  useless  mouths  that  I 
cannot  afford  to  feed. 

My  orders  also  are  that  officers  must  live  on  the  soldier's  ration ;  yet  if  the 
quartermaster  at  Nashville  can  keep  our  supplies  up,  and  also  send  supplies  to 
o£cers  above  the  rations  without  interfering  with  the  regular  freight,  he  may 
do  80.  In  other  words,  I  hold  the  officers  of  the  quartermaster  department  responsi- 
ble that  the  army  stores  take  precedence  of  all  other  stores,  and  if  he  send  anything 
else  he  cannot  allege  it  as  a  reason  for  a  failure  to  keep  up  the  regular  supplies. 
The  railroad  has  supplied  us  well,  better  than  I  expected,  and  I  am  willing  to 
continue  to  trust  the  regular  quartermasters,  who  thus  far  have  managed  the  bussi- 
ness  well 

There  is  and  can  be  no  conflict  of  orders.  No  one  can  question  my  orders 
▼hen  they  are  positive,  but  I  do  not  choose  to  make  orders  touching  freight  ab- 
solutely positive,  save  in  large  articles,  such  as  cotton  and  produce,  that  would, 
if  attempted,  soon  absorb  our  cars,  and  thereby  diminish  the  ability  of  our  rail- 
road to  handle  the  vast  amount  of  supplies  on  which  we  depend. 

All  I  order  as  to  newspapers  is  that  no  monopoly  should  be  allowed,  and 
officers  can  be  supplied  as  in  other  mail  matters,  and  venders  may  get  the  quar- 
termaster at  Nashville  to  carry  their  bundles,  but  not  their  carriers.  These  are 
superfluous. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  yield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  4,  1864 — 10.45  p.  m. 
General  Palmer: 

From  the  statements  made  by  yourself  and  General  Schofield  to-day,  my 
decision  is  that  he  ranks  you  as  major  general,  being  of  same  date  of  commission, 
and  by  previous  superior  rank  as  brigadier  general.  The  movements  for  to- 
morrow are  so  important  that  the  orders  of  the  superior  on  that  flank  must  be 
regarded  as  military  orders,  and  not  in  the  nature  of  co-operation.     I  did  hope 
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tbat  there  was  no  neceseitj  of  making  thin  decision,  but  it  is  better  for  all  parties 
interested  that  no  question  of  rank  should  occur  during  active  battle. 

The  Sandtown  road  and  the  railroad,  if  possible,  must  be  gained  to-morrow 
if  it  costs  half  jour  command.  I  regard  the  loss  of  time  this  afternoon  as  equal 
to  the  loss  of  two  thousand  (2,000)  men. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta^  Ga.f  August  5,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Army  oftke  Cumberland: 

Yesterday  General  Palmer  raised  the  question  of  rank  with  General  Schofield« 
I  went  in  person  and  found  that  General  Schofield  ranked  General  Palmer  as  a 
brigadier,  out  General  Palmer  was  appointed  and  confirmed  major  general  to 
date  November  29,  1862.  General  Schofield  was  also  nominated  from  same 
date,  but  the  Senate  would  not  confirm.  But  since  that  session  the  Senate  has 
confirmed,  and  General  Schofield  has  his  commission  of  same  date  as  General 
Palmer,  and  ranks  him,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  prior  commission.  I  have  eo 
decided,  and  General  Palmer  asks  to  be  relieved  of  his  command  and  ordered 
north.  I  declined,  and  ordered  him  emphaticallv  to  ^o  on  to-day  and  execute  the 
plan  prescribed  for  yesterday  in  connexion  with  and  under  command  of  General 
Schofield.  I  have  another  letter  from  him  asking  to  be  relieved  after  to-day's 
operation.  Now,  what  say  you  ?  General  Davis  is  unwell,  and  General  Johnson 
ranks  him.  That  is  the  largest  corps  we  have,  and  thus  far  has  not  sustained 
heavy  loss  in  this  campaign.  It  moves  slowly  and  reluctantly,  and  there  is  some- 
thing wrong.    What  are  your  plans  and  wishes  ? 

General  Schofield  reports  that  General  Johnson's  division  has  reached  the 
Sandtown  road,  well  to  the  right,  by  a  road  I  put  it  on  last  night.  General 
Morgan's  division  also  has  reached  it,  and  General  Baird  is  swinging  by  a  left 
wheel  so  his  right  flank  will  reach  it.  Generals  Schofield  and  Palmer  have  both 
gone  out  to  complete  the  movement,  which  involves  a  push  lowards  the  railroad 
till  our  right  flank  is  near  enough  to  the  railroad  to  control  it  by  short  range 
artillery. 

There  was  sharp  firing  for  a  few  moments  this  morning,  but  it  has  ceased  now, 
so  that  I  begin  to  think  we  will  succeed  on  that  flank  without  the  serious  battle 
I  apprehended.  Still,  keep  your  ears  open,  and  if  you  hear  heavy  musketry 
over  near  Whitehall,  either  make  a  break  into  Atlanta,  or  so  occupy  the  lines 
that  the  enemy  may  not  detach  too  heavily  against  Generals  Schofield  and  Pal- 
mer. Generals  Howard  and  Schofield  will  connect  by  a  shorter  line  across  the 
head  of  Utoy  creek.     Our  cavalry  has  scouted  down  to  the  mouth  of  Utoy  creek. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  5,  1864« 
General  Schofield: 

Despatch  received.  All  right.  Press  that  attack  on  the  right.  I  will  judge  hy 
the  sound,  and  if  I  judge  you  are  too  hard  pressed,  will  order  Generals  Thomaf 
and  Howard  to  assault  somewhere.  Get  some  part  of  your  command  where  you 
can  reach  easily  the  railroad  with  short-range  guns,  and  then  intrench  a  strong 
flank.     It  is  worth  a  battle,  an  1  the  closer  the  first  advantages  are  followed  up  th< 
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better.  The  weakest  point  of  the  enemy  must  be  mathematically  at  some  point 
between  Atlanta  and  £a8t  Point.  Keep  me  often  advised  of  your  progress,  and  I 
will  come  over  any  minute  you  say,  but  can  better  handle  the  whole  army  from 
here  by  telegraph. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cofnmanding. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  5,  1864. 
General  Palmer,  at  the  front: 

I  have  communicated  to  General  Thomas  the  substance  of  our  former  notes 
and  messages,  and  have  received  the  following  reply  by  telegraph  :  "  I  regret 
to  hear  that  Palmer  has  taken  the  course  he  has,  and  as  I  know  he  intends  to 
offer  his  resignation  as  soon  as  he  can  properly  do  so,  I  recommend  that  his  ap- 
plication be  granted." 

Now,  if  General  Schofield  has  a  major  general*s  commission  going  back  to  equal 
date  with  yours,  though  confirmed  subsequently  with  retroactive  effect,  he  ranks 
yon  by  reason  of  former  superior  commission;  and  if  you  resign  because  you  mea- 
sore  your  number  of  men  as  greater  than  his,  and  your  services  in  battle  as  giving 
ycm  greater  right  to  command,  you  commit  the  mistake  of  substituting  your  own 
individual  opinion  over  the  established  law  and  military  usage.  The  special 
assignment  of  General  Schofield  to  the  command  of  a  separate  army  and  depart- 
ment shows  that  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  President  even  above  his  mere 
lineal  rank.  If  you  want  to  resign,  wait  a  few  days,  and  allege  some  other  reason — 
one  that  will  stand  the  test  of  time.  Your  future  is  too  valuable  to  be  staked 
on  a  mistake.  Your  case  clearly  falls  under  an  old  article  of  war :  "  When  two 
or  more  commanders  happen  together,  the  officer  highest  in  rank  commands  the 
whole."  General  Schoneld  ranks  you  by  his  commission,  and  it  would  not  do 
for  military  men  to  discuss  the  nice  question  of  how  far  back  the  President  may 
give  effect  to  a  commission. 

I  again  ask  you  not  to  disregard  the  friendly  advice  of  such  men  as  General 
Thomas  and  myself,  for  you  cannot  misconstrue  our  friendly  feelings  towards  you. 
I  am,  &c. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  5,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 

The  time  has  now  come  that  we  must  have  the  exclusive  use  of  the  north- 
western road  from  Nashville  to  Reynoldsburg.  It  has  been  substantially  done 
for  some  time,  but  Governor  Johnson  retains  the  management  of  it  for  some  reason, 
under  your  former  orders ;  but  to  be  of  service  to  us  in  the  present  emergency 
it  most  be  in  the  control  of  Mr.  Anderson,  superintendent  of  military  roads,  that 
trains  may  run  continuously  from  the  Tennessee  river,  at  Reynoldsburg,  to  our 
camp. 

This  main  road  has  been  admirably  managed,  and  has  supplied  this  vast  army, 
w  that  not  a  man,  horse,  or  mule  has  been  for  a  day  without  food,  and  with 
abundant  supplies  of  clothing  and  anmiunition.  Our  progress  may  be  slow  to  you 
all  at  a  distance,  but  if  you  ever  cross  this  ground  you  will  not  accuse  us  of 
being  idlers. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jidd,  near  AtlantUf  Ga.,  August  6,  18&i. 
(jeneral  Thomas: 

I  telegraphed  to  Greneral  R.  S.  Granger  this  morning  that  he  need  not  send 
the  battery  along  with  the  infantry  brigade.  If  not  needed  at  Decatur,  order 
General  Granger  to  send  it  to  Nashville  in  reserve. 

I  know  that  the  slowness  of  the  troops  on  the  right  was  not  the  fanlt  of  the 
men,  bnt  the  want  of  proper  direction  on  the  part  of  the  commanders.  First, 
was  the  question  of  rank ;  and  next,  the  course  taken  was  too  far  west  away 
from  the  railroad  rather  than  towards  it.  To-night  General  Schofield  will  put 
General  Johnson  in  the  trenches,  take  his  out,  and  move  pernendicular  to  the 
road,  and  not  extend  to  the  right  more  than  is  necessary,  and  will  have  Gen- 
erals Baird  and  Morgan  in  support.  If  we  can  keep  the  forts  of  Atlanta  full, 
with  four  (4)  divisions  in  hand,  we  can  whip  any  force  outside  of  rebel  in- 
trenchments,  and  will  have  General  Johnson  near  enough  for  support.  All  our 
line  is  well  developed,  but  is  generally  strengthened  by  good  abatis  and  parapet, 
and  conforms  pretty  close  to  the  enemy,  so  that  if  we  rorce  the  enemy  to  stick 
in  his  trenches,  General  Schofield  should  surely  reach  the  railroad  and  overcome 
any  force  the  enemy  has  outside.  I  have  no  doubt  by  our  delay  the  enemy  is 
better  prepared  than  he  would  have  been  could  we  have  moved  quick,  as  I 
ordered  yesterday.  Last  night  I  could  see  the  cars,  say,  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
due  southeast,  whereas  Generals  Baird  and  Johnson  to-day  moved  southwest,  or 
neariy  due  west,  away  from  the  enemy.  But  we  will  try  again  to-morrow,  and 
persevere  to  the  end.  I  have  written  to  General  Palmer  at  length,  and  asked 
nim  to  come  and  see  me  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  if  he  wants  to  go  I  will 
assent,  and  in  that  event  will  make  the  recommendations  you  suggested  this 
morning. 

I  have  personally  examined  our  line  from  right  to  left,  and  feel  no  uneasiness 
as  to  the  enemy  making  a  sally.  I  know  it  will  be  hard  to  make  an  assaulting 
column,  but  all  I  want  is  to  force  the  enemy  to  hold  troops  at  all  points,  so  as 
not  to  mass  too  heavy  on  our  right. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

August  6,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

In  my  movement  this  morning  I  made  a  circuit  to  the  right  far  enough  to 
strike  beyond  what  appeared  to  be,  and  probably  was  yesterday,  the  enemy's 
flank,  but  found  intrenchments  of  ordinary  strength,  with  extensive  entangle- 
ments  in  front.  Reilly  assaulted  gallantly  and  energetically,  and  I  believe  with 
more  confidence  on  the  part  of  himself  and  men,  but  the  obstructions  were  so 
great  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  reach  the  parapet.  Reilly's  loss  about 
five  hundred  (500)  men,  including  many  valuable  officers.  After  this  failure  I 
made  a  much  larger  circuit  to  the  right,  for  the  purpose  of  breaching  the  enemy's 
flank  on  a  point  of  his  line  not  protected  by  abatis.  I  struck  the  point  wheic 
the  Sandtown  road  crosses  the  main  Utoy  creek.  Here  the  enemy's  line 
makes  a  sharp  salient,  bending  back  along  the  north  bank  of  the  creek.  The 
main  line  was  prolonged  by  cavalry,  with  artillery,  toward  the  Chattahoochee. 
General  Hascall  sent  two  brigades  under  General  Cooper  to  clear  this  flank, 
which  he  did  by  crossing  the  creek,  but  too  late  for  any  further  operations. 
We  are  intrenching  the  ground  we  have  gained,  and  will  be  ready  for  work 
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in  the  morning.  The  losses  in  Ooz's  and  Hascall's  dirisions  are  probablj  not 
more  than  one  thonsand  (1,000)  men.  I  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  put  in 
more  than  the  2dd  corps  to-day,  except  in  making  demonstrations  to  draw  the 
eoemj  from  the  points  of  attack. 

G«iieral  Johnson  has  been  with  me  during  the  day,  and  has  promptly  ex- 
ecuted all  my  orders.  Colonel  Warner,  who  left  me  late  this  evening,  can  explain 
to  yoa  more  fully  our  situation.  If  you  take  the  blue  colored  map  of  Athnta 
and  vicinity,  the  forks  of  the  Utoy  creek,  southeast  of  the  town  of  Utoy,  is, 
1  believe,  Hascall's  position.     I  will  determine  more  accurately  to-night 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  thejield^  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  6,  1864. 
GeDeral  Hallbck,  Washington  : 

We  have  now  developed  our  lines  along  with  the  enemy  from  the  Augusta 
nuHioad  on  our  left  to  the  Utoy  Post  Office  on  our  right,  and  the  enemy  faces 
08  at  all  points  with  equal  force  and  saperior  works.  General  Schofield  tried 
to  break  through  at  a  point  near  our  right,  with  a  brigade,  (General,  Reilly's,)  but 
his  men  were  caught  in  the  entanglement  and  lost,  probably,  five  hundred  (500.) 
We  have  skirmished  heavily  along  the  whole  line,  using  artillery  freely,  but  have 
made  no  impression.  I  will  continue  to  work  to  the  right  to  find  the  extreme 
flink  and  threaten  the  railroad,  if  possible,  to  draw  him  out  of  Atlanta,  or  force 
him  to  attack  us.  But  our  line  is  already  too  extended  and  weak.  By  means 
of  his  militia,  of  which  he  has  the  whole  population  of  Georgia,  he  is  enabled  to 
lue  his  three  regular  corps  as  reserves.  Our  losses  to-day  will  foot  up  one 
thousand  ( 1,000.)  I  will  soon  need  re-enforcements,  and  if  you  can  replace  Gen- 
eral A.  J.  Smith,  at  Memphis,  with  negro  or  fresh  troops,  I  would  order  him 
here  via  Decatur;  he  must  now  be  en  route  for  Columbus,  Mississippi.  I  have 
called  forward  a  brigade  from  Decatur. 

1  am  now  convinced  that  General  Stoneman  surrendered  near  Macon  with 
seven  hundred  (700)  of  his  men,  ordering  two  small  brigades  to  break  out  and 
get  in.  One,  Colonel  Adams,  with  nine  hundred  (900)  men,  is  in,  but  their  time 
u  oat,  and  they  will  be  discharged ;  the  other  brigade,  Capron's,  I  fear  was 
scattered  and  picked  up  in  detail.  His  entire  loss  will  be  about  thirteen  hun* 
dred  (1,300;)  General  McCook's  loss  five  hundred  (500.)  Damage  done  roads, 
can,  and  bridges  was  very  large,  but  the  enemy  now  runs  cars  into  Atlanta 
^  Macon. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga„  August  6,  18G4. 

Oeneral  Thomas  t 

(General  Schofield  has  been  at  work  to-day  with  his  two  divisions  and  holds 
Oeneral  Johnson  in  support  He  has  just  finished  working  up  his  measurement 
ttd  locates  himself  at  the  fork  of  Utoy  creek,  two  (2)  miles  west  of  East  Point. 
Thoagh  our  line  is  extended,  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  contract  and  strengthen 
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bj  defences  our  present  front  and  let  Greneral  Schofield  work  so  as  to  Chreaten 
East  Point.  I  don't  believe  the  enemy  can  defend  so  long  a  line,  and  he  may  be 
forced  to  choose  between  the  two,  Atlanta  and  East  Point,  unless  he  has  repaired 
the  Augusta  road,  of  which  there  are  no  signs ;  or  unless  he  can  drive  back 
General  Johnson's  flank,  which  controls  that  road,  he  will  be  compelled  to  give 
up  Atlanta  to  secure  East  Point. 

General  Schofield  asks  for  a  couple  of  topographical  engineers ;  he  lost  his 
only  one  yesterday.  Can  you  spare  him  one  or  two  ?  If  so,  order  them  to  report 
to  him. 

He  tried  to  break  through  the  enemy's  lines  by  a  brigade  to-day,  but  failed, 
losing  five  hundred  (500)  men.  Instead  of  going  round  East  Point,  I  would 
prefer  the  enemy  to  weaken  so  we  may  break  through  at  some  point,  and  wish 
you  to  continue  to  make  such  an  effort.  I  will  instruct  General  Howard  to  do 
the  same  about  the  head  of  Utoy  creek,  his  right. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquartrrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejietdt  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  6,  1864» 
General  Schofield  : 

I  will  try  to  send  you  some  more  engineers  to-morrow.  I  will  have  to  borrow 
of  other  armies.  Continue  to  work  to-morrow  in  such  a  manner  as  to  best 
threaten  the  railroad  at  or  below  East  Point,  and  keep  your  own  and  the  14tli 
corps  united  so  as  to  defend  yourselves  against  the  enemy,  should  he  lei 
go  Atlanta  and  shift  to  his  communications.  If  you  can  threaten  that  road  he 
is  bound  to  choose,  and  you  know  what  choice  he  will  make.  I  advise  you  tc 
see  to-night  that  the  right,  by  which  the  Big  Sand  town  road  comes  out  from  the 
enemy  to  your  line,  is  well  covered,  for  he  will,  if  at  all,  sally  by  well  knowi 
roads.  The  valleys  of  the  two  forks  of  the  Utoy  can  easily  be  held  by  a  thin 
line  and  an  entanglement  of  timber.  General  Thomas  will  continue  to  prew 
Atlanta  up  the  valley  of  Proctor's  creek,  and  General  Howard  by  Utoy. 

The  militia  by  which  Hood  holds  his  long  lines  of  intreuchments  are  worth- 
less save  for  that  purpose,  but  they  enable  him  to  use  his  good  troops,  distributed 
doubtless,  by  brigades  to  rush  to  threatened  points.  I  don't  think  he  will  masf 
them  all  unless  he  gives  up  Atlanta  and  throws  his  force  at  one  move  to  East 
Point. 

If  you  be  at  the  forks  of  the  main  Utoy,  two  (2)  miles  west  of  East  Point 
your  cavalry  should  cross  the  upper  fork  and  picket  the  crossing  at  Utoy  Post 
Office.  You  should  also  open  a  more  direct  road  to  where  your  headquarten 
are,  which  serves  as  a  key -point. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  6,  1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

I  have  your  despatch.  There  is  no  alternative  but  for  you  to  continue  tx 
work  on  that  flank  with  as  much  caution  ^  possible,  and  it  is  possible  tb 
enemy  may  attack  us  or  draw  out.    He  must  defend  that  road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General   Commanding. 
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[Cipher.] 

New  Orleans,  August  6,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  fleet  under  Admiral  Farragut  passed  the  forts  at  the  entrance  of  Mobile 

bay  at  8  a.  m.  yeaterdaj.     The  monitor  Tecumseh  was  blown  up  by  a  rebel 

torpedo  and  lost  nearly  all  her  crew.     The  rebel  ram  Tennessee  and  gunboat 

Selma  were  captured  after  an  obstinate  resistance.     The  other  gunboats  took 

shelter  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan.    Admiral  Farragut  expects  to  capture 

or  destroy  them  to-day  and  to  secure  a  landing  east  of  Fort  Morgan  and  in  the 

bay  for  our  troops.     Fort  Powell  is  reported  abandoned  and  blown  up ;  Fort 

Gaines  was  invested    by   the  land    troops  under    General    Granger,  and  is 

reported  to  have  surrendered,  but  this  is  not  official.     The  loss  in  the  fleet  in 

kihed,  wounded,  and  drowned  is  about  two  hundred  (200.)    With  the  exception 

of  the  Tecumseh  none  of  our  vessels  were  lost,  and  the  Hartford  is  the  only  one 

that  is  seriously  injured.     I  am  sending  Granger  all  the  forces  I  can  collect 

Kirby  Smith,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  trying  to  send  a  part  of  his  forces  east  of  the 

MittiBsippi,  but  I  think  we  will  be  able  to  prevent  it. 

E.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Major  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

August  6,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  enemy  lias  been  feeling  our  lines  from  Williams's  right  toward  the  lefb, 
apparently  to  see  whether  we  have  weakened  our  lines  or  not.  The  skirmish- 
ing on  the  left  is  probably  for  the  same  purpose,  but  it  will  be  well  to  ascertain 
whether  he  intends  more  serious  work,  which  Stanley  can  do  by  sending  Garrard  to 
feel  his  flanks.  Howard  thinks  he  is  trying  to  get  out  of  Atlanta  clear.  That 
loay  be,  but  Stanley  must  be  watchful  and  not  give  ground  until  he  can  see  he 
intends  to  attack  him,  then  have  him  withdraw  gradually  to  rear  line,  and  let 
him  come  on  until  he  becomes  well  entangled  in  the  abatis  before  opening  fire 
m  him,  but  not  leave  present  position  until  he  thinks  it  absolutely  necessary 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


rCipher.] 


Headciuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Ih  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga  ,  August  6,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Creneral  Palmer  has  resigned  his  command  of  the  14th  army  corps,  and  General 
Thomas  has  relieved  him  of  the  command.  General  Thomas  recommends  the 
promotion  of  General  Jeff.  0.  Davis  as  major  general  and  assignment  to  the  com- 
JDandof  the  14th  corps.  In  the  event  the  President  will  not  consent  to  this, 
General  Thomas  asks  the  promotion  and  assignment  of  General  J.  M.  Brannan. 
I  approve  bis  recommendations,  and  ask  a  speedy  return. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Wabhiivgton,  D.  C, 

August  6,  1864 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

An  order  by  the  President,  under  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  military  poeaes- 
aion  of  the  northwestern  railroad,  has  been  issued,  and  will  be  forwarded  you 
by  the  Adjutant  General.  Do  not  imagine  that  we  are  impatient  of  your  progrefle; 
instead  of  considering  it  slow  we  regard  it  rapid,  brilliant  and  successful  beyond 
our  expectations.  Take  your  time,  and  do  your  work  in  your  own  way.  ThiB 
department  is  only  anxious  to  a£ford  you  every  assistance  within  its  powei. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Military  Divibion  op  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  7,  186^ 
General  Schopield: 

That's  right.  Go  on  in  your  o'wn  way  to  accomplish  the  end,  and  keep  your 
five  (5)  divisions  so  as  to  hold  the  enemy  till  a  battle  is  fought.  I  will  look  a 
little  closer  at  General  Howard's  front  to  see  if  there  is  not  a  weak  place  there 
in  the  enemy's  line  ;  there  should  be  about  the  head  of  U toy's  north  fork.  I 
will  then  work  my  way  down  to  you  on  the  extreme  right. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  7,  1864. 
Generals  Thomas  and  Howard: 

The  line  assaulted  yesterday  was  an  incomplete  one.  By  feeling  its  left, 
Bates's  division  evacuated  and  fell  back  to  the  real  line,  which  is  near  the  railroad. 
I  ordered  the  skirmishers  to  be  pushed  in,  and  the  strength  demonstrated,  and 
developed  heavy  musketry  fire  and  artillery.  We  have  gained  valuable  g^und 
and  full  possession  of  the  real  Sandtown  road.  Our  lines  are  close  up  and  by 
moruing  will  be  intrenched,  so  we  will  keep  on  working  by  that  flank ;  but  I 
want  the  whole  line  advanced  wherever  it  be  possible,  and  that  General  Thomas 
bring  from  Chattanooga  two  (2)  30-pounder  Parrotts,  or  siege  carriages,  and 
batter  the  town.  1  he  closer  we  advance  our  line,  we  contract  and  stengthen. 
General  Schofield's  right  does  not  yet  really  threaten  the  railroad,  though  a 
full  mile  nearer  East  Point  than  last  night. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


jHeadquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

August  7,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  j 

I  will  keep  the  attention  of  the  enemy  fully  occupied  by  threatening  all  along 
my  front,  but  I  have  no  hopes  of  breaking  through  his  lines  anywhere  in  my 
front  as  long  as  he  has  a  respectable  force  to  defend  them.  My  troops  are  so 
thinned  out  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  form  an  assaulting  column  sufficiently 
strong  to  make  an  attack  sure. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  GmeraL 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Li  the  fieldf  near  Atlanta^  Ga,,  August  7,  18C4. 
General  Grant,  Washington  : 

I  was  gratified  to  learn  that  you  were  satisfied  with  my  progress.  Get  the 
War  Department  to  send  as  recruits  daily  as  they  are  made,  for  we  can  teach  them 
more  war  in  onr  camp  in  one  day  than  they  can  get  at  a  rendezvous  in  a  month. 
Also  tell  Mr.  Lincoln  that  he  must  not  make  the  least  concession  in  the  matter 
of  the  September  draft.  It  is  right  and  popular  with  the  army,  and  the  army 
IB  worth  considering. 

I  am  glad  you  have  given  General  Sheridan  the  command  of  the  forces  to  de- 
fend Washington.  He  will  worry  Early  to  death.  Let  us  give  those  southern 
fellows  all  the  fighting  they  want,  and  when  they  are  tired  we  can  tell  them  we 
are  jost  warming  to  the  work.  Any  signs  of  let-up  on  our  part  is  sure  to  be 
falsely  construed,  and  for  this  reason  I  always  remind  them  that  the  siege  of 
Troy  lasted  six  years,  and  Atlanta  is  a  ijaore  favorable  town  than  Troy. 
We  must  manifest  the  character  of  dogged  courage  and  perseverance  of  our 
race. 

Don't  stay  in  Washington  longer  than  is  necessary  to  give  impulse  to  events, 
and  get  out  of  it.     It  is  the  centre  of  intrigue. 

I  would  like  to  have  General  Mower  made  a  major  general.  He  is  a  real 
fighter. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 
HEADQUARTEfiS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejieldf  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  7,  1864. 
General  Hallbck,  Washington : 

Have  received  to-day  the  despatches  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General 
Grant,  which  are  very  satisfactory.     We  keep  hammering  away  here  all  the  time, 
«nd  there  is  no  peace  inside  or  outside  of  Atlanta.     To-day  General  Schofield 
got  round  the  flank  of  the  lines  assaulted  yesterday  by  General  Reilley's  brig- 
tde,  turned  it,  and  gained  the  ground  where  the  assault  was,  with  all  our  dead 
and  wounded.     We  continued  to  press  on  that  flank,  and  brought  on  a  noisy 
bat  not  a  bloody  buttle.     We  drove  the  enemy  behind  his  main  breastworks, 
which  cover  the  railroad  from  Atlanta  to  East  Point.     We  captured  a  good 
many  skirmishers,  which  are  of  their  best  troops,  for  the  militia  hug  the  breast- 
works close.     I  do  not  deem  it  prudent  to  extend  more  to  the  right,  but  will 
push  forward  daily  by  parallels,  and  make  the  iuside  of  Atlanta  too  hot  to  be 
endured. 

I  have  sent  to  Chattanooga  for  two  (2)  thirty  (30)  pounder  Parrotts,  with  which 
we  can  pick  out  almost  any  house  in  the  town.  1  am  too  impatient  for  a  siege, 
but  I  don't  know  but  here  is  as  good  a  place  to  fight  it  out  as  further  inland. 
One  thing  is  certain,  whether  we  get  inside  of  Atlanta  or  not,  it  will  be  a  used- 
up  community  by  the  time  we  are  done  with  it. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Ohio, 

August  8,  1864—8.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Hascall  only  succeeded  in  getting  one  brigade  across  the  creek  and  intrenched. 
The  enemy  is  pretty  strong  in  front  of  that  brigade,  and  has  used  artillery  freely 
11  * 
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Hascall  is  making  good  roads  and  bridges  across  the  creek.  It  seems  clear  tlis 
we  are  as  near  to  the  raikoad  as  we  can  get  on  this  side  of  the  creek  withon 
breaking  tlie  rebel  lines.  To  cross  the  creek,  takes  us  around  below  East  Poin 
Whether  one  division  is  sufficient  force  to  make  that  move  with  seems  extremel 
doubtful.  Possibly,  the  demonstration  may  be  sufficient  to  make  Hood  let  g 
of  Atlanta.     I  am  satisfied  Cox's  right  is  not  more  than  a  mile  from  East  Poin 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

August  8,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  4j-inch  guns  have  not  yet  arrived.  They  are  not  due  until  to-morroT 
I  have  selected  a  very  good  point  for  them  on  Geary's  left,  where  you  can  g( 
a  fair  view  of  the  town,  and  half  a  mile  nearer  than  any  other  position.  It  w£ 
reported  that  they  were  to  leave  Chattanooga  at  8  a.  m.  to-day.  The  positio 
selected  enfilades  Whitehall  street,  upon  which  is  General  Hood's  head  qua 
ters,  and  the  battery  is  being  built  to-night. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  AtlavXa,  Ga.,  August  8,  1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

I  have  your  despatch.  Continue  to  press  by  the  right.  It  is  impossib) 
for  the  enemy  to  extend  much  further.  Generals  Thomas  and  Howard  will  coi 
tinue  to  press  forward  if  Colonel  Garrard  watches  all  the  passes  of  Utoy  creel 
I  have  no  fears  of  that  flank.  If  General  Cox  has  a  view  of  the  railroad  ov( 
clear  ground  to  'his  right,  distant  only  a  mile,  our  rifle  guns  will  reach  it.  Stil 
General  Hascall  should  move  straight  towards  it,  and  intrench  as  close  as  he  ca 
get.  I  think  that  open  ground  is  below  East  Point,  and  the  railroad  you  see : 
the  East  Point  road,  which  the  enemy  does  not  use.  I  have  your  despatch  c 
8.30.  See  in  person  to  the  point  occupied  by  General  Hascall.  Let  goo 
bridges  and  roads  be  prepared,  and  intrench  the  point  as  a  flank  to  threaten  belo' 
East  Point.  Strengthen  the  main  line  as  much  as  possible,  so  that  if  the  enem 
will  fight  on  that  flank  you  may  have  as  much  force  as  possible  to  support ;  bi 
explain  to  General  Hascall,  if  they  allow  him  to  intrench,  they  will  not  attac 
him,  but  feign  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  out  somewhere  else. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

August  10,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Either  our  maps  or  surveys,  or  both,  are  so  evidently  erroneous  that  I  am  vei 
uncertain  about  the  distance  from  Hascall's  present  position  to  the  West  Foil 
railroad.  But  I  have  no  doubt  he  can  reach  it  without  assaulting  para^ts,  at 
by  moving  nearly  in  a  southeasterly  direction  from  his  present  position.  Tl 
distance  may  be  a  little  more  than  a  mile,  and  it  may  be  three  miles.  I  think 
probable  that  another  corps  on  this  flank  would  be  able  to  prolong  the  line  i 
the  Macon  railroad ;  or  better,  that  one  corps  in  addition  to  mine  could  swh 
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loose  from  the  flank  of  the  14th,  strike  in  the  rear  of  East  Point,  and  get  a  posi- 
tion crossing  the  railroad,  from  which  we  could  not  be  driven. 

The  country  south  of  Utoy  appears  less  broken  and  much  more  cultivated 
than  north  of  it.  Hascall  is  on  the  main  Campbellton  road.  There  is  said  to 
be  a  big  road  a  short  distance  in  his  front  leading  to  East  Point.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  learn  of  any  others  in  that  vicinity.  Can  you  not  take  Proctor's 
creek  for  your  left  flank,  bring  supplies  by  Turner's  ferry,  and  thus  throw  even 
two  corps  yet  to  the  right  ?  It  appears  to  me  that  such  a  move,  if  made  rapidly, 
ought  to  bring  success. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Atlanta^  Ga.,  August  9,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington : 

General  Schofield  developed  the  enemy's  position  to  below  East  Point.  His 
line  ifl  well  fortified,  embracing  Atlanta  and  East  Point,  and  his  redoubts  and 
lines  seem  well  filled.  Cavalry  is  on  his  flanks.  Our  forces,  too,  are  spread  for 
ten  (10)  milee.  So  Hood  intends  to  stand  his  ground.  I  threw  into  Atlanta 
About  three  thousand  (3,  000)  solid  shot  and  shells  to-day,  and  have  got  from 
Chattanooga  four  4^-inch  rifled  guns  and  will  try  their  effect.  Our  right  is 
below  Utoy  creek.  I  will  intrench  it  and  the  flanks,  and  study  the  ground  a 
little  more  before  adopting  a  new  plan.  We  have  had  considerable  rain,  but, 
on  the  whole,  the  weather  is  healthy.  Colonel  Caperton,  of  General  Stoneman's 
command,  with  several  squads  of  men,  are  at  Marietta,  and  will  reduce  his.  loss 
bekw  a  Uionsaad. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.  ] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Atlanta^  Ga,,  August  10,  1864. 
General  tJ.  S.  Grant,  Washington  : 

Your  despatch  of  9th  is  received.  It  is  to  replace  our  daily  losses  that  I 
propose  that  all  recruits  made  daily  in  the  western  States,  instead  of  accumulating 
at  depots,  should  at  once  come  to  Nashville,  and  b&  sent  here  on  the  cars,  which 
can  bring  four  hundred  (400)  a  day  without  interfering  with  freights.  I  have 
ordered  General  Washburn,  at  Memphis,  to  have  General  A.  J.  Smith,  who 
is  BOW  marching  on  Columbus,  Mississippi,  come  to  Decatur,  Alabama,  whence  I 
can  bring  to  this  army  certain  regiments  and  fragments  that  properly  belong  here, 
and  a  division  that  I  originally  designed  to  form  a  part  of  this  army.  The 
balance  of  infantry  and  cavalry  I  would  scud  back  via  Savannah  and  Jackson. 
Tennessee.  My  lines  are  now  ten  (10)  miles  long,  extending  from  the  Augusta 
road  on  the  left,  round  to  East  Point  on  the  south.  I  cannot  extend  more 
without  making  my  lines  too  weak.  We  are  in  close  contact,  and  skirmishing 
all  the  time.  I  have  just  got  up  four  4^-inch  rifled  guns,  with  ammunition,  and 
propoee  to  expend  about  four  thousand  rifled  shot  in  the  heart  of  Atlanta.  We 
have  alr^idy  commenced  it  with  our  lighter  ordnance.  Since  July  28  Genesal 
Hood  has  not  attempted  to  meet  us  outside  his  parapets. 
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In  order  to  possess  aud  destroy  effectuallj  his  commanications,  I  may  bare  to 
leave  a  corps  at  the  railroad  bridge  well  intrenched,  and  cut  loose  with  the 
balance  and  make  a  desolating- circle  around  Atlanta.  I  do  not  propose  ta 
assault  the  enemy's  works,  which  are  too  strong,  or  to  proceed  by  regular 
approaches.  I  have  lost  a  good  many  regiments,  and  will  lose  more  by  the 
expiration  of  service,  and  this  is  the  only  reason  why  I  want  re-enforcements. 
I  have  killed,  crippled,  and  captured  more  of  the  enemy  than  we  have  lost  by 
his  acts. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Hbadcitjarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Avgust  10,  1864. 
Greneral  Thomas  : 

I  have  your  last  despatch.  I  hear  the  giws  and  shells  also.  The  enemy's 
battery  of  32-pounders  rifled  are  firing  on  us  here  from  the  White  Hall  fort  to 
draw  off  or  divert  our  fire.  Keep  up  a  steady,  persistent  fire  on  Atlanta  with  the 
4^inch  guns  and  2(>-pounder  Parrott's,  and  order  them  to  pay  no  attention  to 
the  side  firing  by  which  the  enemy  may  attempt  to  divert  their  attention.  I 
think  those  guns  will  make  Atlanta  of  less  value  to  them  as  a  large  machine 
shop  and  depot  of  supplies.    The  inhabitants  have,  of  course,  got  out. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  10,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

I  hear  General  Brannan's  guns  at  General  Geary's  battery,  and  hear  the  sheila 
burst  in  Atlanta.  Send  word  to  the  battery  to  work  all  night  and  not  limit 
themselves  to  five  (5)  minute  guns,  but  to  fire  slowly  and  steadily  each  gun  as 
it  is  ready.  Also  order  the  guns  at  General  Williams's  front  to  be  got  ready 
and  put  to  work  with  similar  orders  to-night.  General  Howard  will  get  hia 
20-pounders  near  the  same  point,  which  he  pronounces  much  better  than  that  at 
General  Geary's,  which  he  visited  with  me  to-day.  General  Williams's  right 
and  General  Howard's  left  are  on  Proctor's  creek,  from  which  you  look  up 
the  valley  to  what  seems  to  be  the  heart  of  Atlanta  j  the  ridge  on  which  are 
the  railroad  and  White  Hall  being  plainly  visibe,  as  also  that  by  which  the 
Marietta  road  enters  the  town,  the  intervening  angle  being  cleared  ground, 
giving  a  fine  field  of  fire. ^  I  think  the  4 Jinch  guns  on  General  WiUiams's 
right  can  demolish  the  big  engine-house. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cofnmanding, 


Hbaduuarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  10,  1864. 
General  Schopibld  : 

Your  report  is  received.  Do  you  think  General  Hascall  can  zeach  Weei 
Point  railroad  from  his  position  without  assaulting  parapets  1 

Do  you  think  a  further  prolongation  wotdd  enable  us  to  z^ach  the  Macon 
road  without  catting  loose  from  our  baset 
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How  are  the  roads  Boath  of  Utoj  f 

Do  you  observe  any  change  in  the  character  of  the  country  t 
We  are  now  cannonading  with  4j-inch  rifle  bolts,  and  have  four  thousand 
(4,000)  of  tbera  on  hand« 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  ok  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Atlanta,  Ga,f  August  10,  1864. 
General  Howard: 

I  thank  you  for  the  suggestion.  I  am  studying  all  the  combinations  possible, 
and  beg  you  to  think  also  and  communicate  to  me ;  but  be  careful  to  keep  your 
own  confidence.  I  spoke  of  the  same  thing  to-day  to  General  Thomas,  and  he 
goes  to  look  at  the  railroad  bridge  to  see  to  a  proper  cover  there  for  the  wagons 
and  a  corps.  I  want  to  expend  four  thousand  (4,000)  heavy  rifle  shots  on  the 
town  before  doing  anything  new,  and  then  will  be  prepared  to  act  quick.  Gene- 
ral Schofield  has  been  reconnoitring  the  right  all  day,  and  after  he  has  answered 
a  few  more  of  my  questions,  I  will  give  you  the  substance  of  his  report. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  fields  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  10,  1864. 
Generals  Thomas  and  Howard  : 

General  Schofield  has  examined  closely  his  whole  line,  which  lies  south,  a 
little  east,  parallel  with  the  enemy,  one  brigade  being  on  the  Gampbclltown  road, 
Mnth  of  Utoy.  He  is  not  absolutely  certain  that  his  right  is  near  the  West 
Point  railroad,  and  yet  urges  that  another  corps  can  reach  the  Macon  road,  and 
wants  to  make  Proctor's  creek  our  left  flank,  draw  our  supplies  from  Turner's 
ferry,  and  keep  on  extending.  My  own  experience  is,  the  enemy  can  build  para- 
pets (aster  than  we  march,  and  it  would  be  the  same  thing  by  extending  right 
or  left.  In  a  single  night  we  would  find  ourselves  confronted  with  parapets 
which  we  would  fear  to  attack  in  the  morning.  He  describes  the  country  south 
rfUtoy  as  more  open  and  better  cultivated.  I  want  the  4 J- inch  and  20-pounder 
gnas  to  hammer  away,  and  I  will  think  of  the  next  move. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  11,  1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

I  have  read  and  considered  your  despatch.  It  is  a  physical  impossibility  for 
tie  enemy  to  ascertain  the  force  which  moves  against  the  railroad,  and  to  act 
•gabat  it  with  any  more  than  one-third  of  his  reserves.  The  other  two-thirds 
^  be  from  four  (4)  to  eight  (8)  miles  off.  Colonel  Garrard's  cavalry  passed 
*^>ng  the  flank  to-day  unopposed,  and  I  do  not  think  the  West  Point  roaa  more 
tUn  two  (2)  miles  from  General  Hascall's  present  flank.  You  will,  therefore, 
^e  the  expedition  with  one  division,  the  other  either  placed  intermediate  or 
f««dy  to  act ;  of  course  without  abandoning  our  present  base,  or  dividing  our  force 
Joto  two  (2)  equal  parts.  1  have  no  other  corps  to  give  you.  You  may  con- 
<^  it  a  reconnoisBance  in  force  not  to  go  over  three  (3)  miles  from  General  Qox'% 
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present  right.  I  know  a  full  proportion  of  the  enemy  is  on  onr  leffc  and  centre 
and  if  any  change  occurs  in  the  night  I  will  he  sure  to  advise  jon.  Our  heav} 
ordnance,  plajiug  for  the  past  thirty  (30)  hours  from  the  Buck  Head  road  inU 
Atlanta,  has  kept  to  the  parapets  a  full  proportion  of  the  enemy  all  the  way  rounc 
to  your  old  position  and  beyond,  and  if  I  am  to  give  weight  to  the  testimony 
from  official  sources,  the  enemy  at  this  moment  exhibits  most  force  on  hit 
present  right.  I  have  no  idea  that  he  can  throw  on  you  even  a  third  of  hii 
reserve  force,  because  he  will  look  upon  the  movement  as  a  decoy  to  weaken  hii 
line  somewhat  that  we  may  break  in.  Besides,  we  know  his  Kne  as  well  as  ours 
is  so  stretched  out  that  his  reserves  are  not  over  one  thousand  (1,000)  men  pe; 
mile,  for  his  infantry  three  (3)  miles  east  of  the  Howard  House,  round  to  th< 
main  road  below  East  Point,  is  full  fifteen  miles  long,  requiring  at  his  parapeti 
forty  thousand  (40,000)  men,  leaving  him  no  reserve  on  that  flank  that  can  distnrl 
two  divisions.  We  must  act.  We  cannot  sit  down  and  do  nothing,  because  1 
involves  risk.  Being  on  the  offensive,  we  must  risk,  and  that  is  the  flank  on  whici 
we  calculate  to  make  the  risk — indeed  have  been  manoeuveriug  to  that  end  eve 
since  the  ai-my  of  the  Tennessee  shifted  from  left  to  right. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 


Holly  Springs,  Mississippi, 

August  11,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  r 

Yesterday  General  Hatch  attacked  a  force  from  Forrest's  command,  two  thou 
sand  (2,000)  strong,  under  General  Chalmers,  at  Oxford,  and  drove  him  pell-mel 
towards  Grenada,  capturing  three  cannons.  A  large  portion  of  A.  J.  Smith' 
forces  are  south  of  the  Tallahatchee  at  Abbeville,  but,  owing  to  the  very  heav^ 
rains  for  the  last  few  days  washing  the  railroad  badly,  there  has  been  som 
delay  in  getting  supplies  forward.  I  hope  that  two  days  more  may  place  everj 
thing  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tallahatchee.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the; 
mean  to  fight  us  on  this  line  between  here  and  Grenada.  As  soon  as  they  ca: 
be  brought  to  bay  and  whipped  effectually,  General  Smith  will  move  to  Decatui 
In  addition  to  his  own  force  proper,  ten  thousand  (10,000)  strong,  he  has  thre 
thousand  colored  troops  from  Memphis,  three  Minnesota  regiments  sent  me  froi 
St.  Louis,  and  four  thousand  (4.000)  cavalry.  When  he  takes  np  his  line  c 
march  for  Decatur,  shall  he  not  send  back  to  Memphis  all  but  his  own  forces,  a 
it  will  be  perfectly  safe  to  do  so  1  My  forces  now  at  Memphis  are  all  "  hundred 
days"  men,  whose  time  will  expire  on  the  thirtieth. 

General  Can  by  orders  ine  at  all  times  to  keep  a  force  on  hand  to  assist  Gren< 
ral  Steele,  should  he  heed  help.  When  yorn:  orders  and  General  Canby's  conflic 
whom  am  I  to  obey  1  I  have  been  embarrassed  by  conflicting  orders  heretofon 
To  have  obeyed  General  Canby  would  have  defeated  General  Smith's  lai 
expedition.     General  Forrest  is  not  dead,  but  was  in  Pontotoc  four  (4)day8  agi 

C.  C.  WASHBURNE,  Major  General 


General  Stanley's  Headquarters, 

August  11,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

General  Garrard  just  reports  as  follows : 

Please  tell  General  Sherman  that  men  from  Stoneman's  command  are  dail 
coming  in ;  that  they  came  along  the  railroad,  and  that  on  Sunday  nothing  had  bee 
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done  towards  repairing  the  road.  A  large  part  of  their  cavalry  is  now  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Covington,  and  it  is  generally  believed  that  they  will  soon  make  a 
grand  raid  to  Teqnessee  or  Kentucky.  An  officer  who  has  just  got  in  staid  in  that 
neighborhood  three  days,  as  he  could  not  get  out  of  way  of  their  cavalry.  He 
sajs  he  has  never  seen  so  much  cavalry  in  one  body.  Persons  from  near  Atlanta 
also  report  the  rebel  cavalry  moving  over  towards  Covington. 

D.  S.  STANLEY,  Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jieldt  near  Atlanta^  Ga.,  August  13,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

We  have  now  pressed  the  enemy's  lines  from  the  east  around  to  East  Point 
on  the  south.  The  nature  of  ground,  with  its  artificial  defences,  makes  it  too, 
difficult  to  assault,  and  to  reach  the  Macon  road  by  a  further  extension  will  be 
extra  hazardous.  I  have  ordered  army  commanders  to  prepare  for  the  follow- 
ing plan :  Leave  one  corps  strongly  intrenched  at  the  Chattahoochee  bridge  in 
charge  of  our  surplus  wagons  and  artillery ;  with  sixty  thousand  (60,000)  men, 
reduci>d  to  fighting  trim,  to  make  circuit  of  devastation  around  the  town,  with  a 
radius  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles. 

To  do  this,  I  go  on  the  faith  that  the  militia  in  Atlanta  are  only  good  for  the 
defence  of  its  parapets,  and  will  not  come  out. 

I  would  like  tbe  utmost  activity  to  be  kept  up  in  Mobile  bay,  and,  if  possible, 
ahout  the  mouth  of  Appalachicola ;  also  to  be  assured  that  no  material  re-enforce- 
ments have  come  here  from  Virginia. 

If  I  should  ever  be  cut  off  from  my  base,  look  out  for  me  about  St.  Mark's, 
Rorida,  or  Savannah,  Georgia. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Hbaduuartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  13,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

In  making  the  circuit  of  Atlanta,  as  proposed  in  my  despatch  of  to-day,  I 
necessarily  run  some  risk.  If  there  be  any  possibility  of  Admiral  Farragut  and 
the  land  forces  of  Gordon  Granger  taking  Mobile  (which  rebel  prisoners  now 
wport,  but  the  report  is  not  confirmed  by  Macon  papers  of  the  11th  which  I  have 
*een,)  and  further  of  pushing  up  to  Montgomery,  my  best  plan  would  be  to  wait 
f^hile,  as  now,  and  at  the  proper  time  move  down  to  West  Point,  and  opeHite 
jfito  the  heart  of  Georgia  from  there. 

Before  cutting  loose  as  proposed,  I  would  like  to  know  the  chances  of  our 
getting  the  use  of  the  Alabama  river  this  campaign.    I  could  easily  break  up  the 
'iilroads  back  to  Chattanooga,  and  shift  my  whole  army  down  to  West  Point 
^d  Columbus,  a  country  rich  in  com,  and  make  my  fall  campaign  from  there. 
I  know  Fort  Morgan  must  succumb  in  time. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
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HfiADQUAaTERS  ArMY  OF  THE  OhIO, 

August  14,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  officer  1  sent  to  the  right  reports  three  strong  hatterics  along  the  edge  of 
the  woods  near  East  Point,  all  looking  down  the  valley  towards  HascaH's  posi- 
tion. The  one  most  to  our  right  is  where  you  saw  the  enemy  working  day 
before  yesterday.  The  others  are  visible  from  a  point  on  the  Campbell  ton  road, 
a  few  hundred  yards  west  of  where  you  were.  The  batteries  are  connected  by 
infantry  parapet,  which,  however,  is  not  visible  south  or  west  of  the  left  battery. 
Probably  the  line  there  bends  southeast  through  the  woods.  A  large  force  is 
working  on  each  battery,  but  very  few  men  are  seen  elsewhere.  There  has  been 
no  indication  of  movement  of  troops  there  to-day. 

J.  M.  8C0HIELD, 

Major  General, 


Headquarters  Miutary  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Adanta,  Ga,,  August  14, 1864. 
Qeneral  Schopibld: 

There  is  no  doubt  Wheeler  is  up  about  Dalton  with  a  large  cavalry  force. 
I  want  our  cavalry  now  to  feel  the  enemy's  flanks  strong,  and  will  order  Gren- 
eral  Kilpatrick  to  cross  at  Sandtown  and  make  a  bold  push  for  Fairbum,  and 
General  Garrard,  in  like  manner,  to  feel  well  around  the  enemy's  right  flank. 
Let  your  cavalry  go  down  in  the  morning  to  Sandtown  and  report  for  the  ex- 
pedition to  Geileral  Kilpatrick. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Resaca,  August  15,  1864 — 9.45  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  can  now  give  you  the  particulars  of  the  Dalton  affair.  The  town  was 
seized  about  6  p.  m.  yesterday.  Colonel  Leibold  occupied  the  fort  and  declined 
to  surrender.  Early  this  morning  General  Steedraan  arrived  there  with  one 
New  York,  and  one  Ohio,  and  six  companies  of  negro  regiments,  and  immediately 
attacked  the  enemy,  and  after  four  hours'  fighting,  drove  them  toward  Spring 
Place.  The  enemy's  loss  heavy.  We  are  collecting  the  dead  and  wounded. 
Colonel  Leibold  expects  another  attack.  The  enemy  supposed  to  be  six  thousand 
(6,000)  strong,  witn  two  batteries.  I  had  two  companies  at  the  Water  Tank, 
1|  mile  south  of  Dalton.  They  were  attacked  at  aaylight  this  morning,  and 
after  four  hours'  fighting,  surrendered.  The  railroad  is  destroyed  from  the  Tank 
north  to  Dalton.     The  enemy  still  in  the  neighborhood  of  Tilton. 

General  Smith,  with  two  thousand  (2,000)  men,  is  due  here  at  11  o'clock. 
The  cavalry  at  Calhoun,  I  think,  should  be  ordered  to  this  place  to-night. 

G.  B.  RAUM, 
Colonel  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Li  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  15,  1864. 
Generals  Thomas,  Howard,  and  Schofirld: 

Colonel  Raom,  at  Resaca,  reports  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  railroad  near 
Tilton,  tearing  up  track.    Give  orders  that  will  insure  great  economy  in  provi* 
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sions  and  forage,  until  we  can  eBtimate  the  time  required  to  repair  damages.  I 
have  nothing  from  beyond  Resaca.  General  John  E.  Smith,  at  Oartersville, 
will  collect  all  the  infantry  that  can  be  spared  from  the  defence  of  material  points 
about  Alatoona,  and  go  up  the  road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Gartbrsvillb,  August  15,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

1  am  just  starting  up  the  road  with  about  two  thousand  (2,000)  men.  De- 
spatch received  from  Resaca  says  the  rebel  force  is  moving  northeast  from  Dalton, 
bomed  a  bridge  below  Dalton,  and  tore  up  the  track.  My  cavalry  not  heard 
from. 

JNO.  E.  SMITH,  Brigadier  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldt  near  Atlanta,  Ga„  August  15,  1864. 
Generals  Thomas,  Schofield,  and  Howard  : 

GeDeral  John  E.  Smith  has  gone  up  the  road  with  two  thousand  (2,000)  men 
in  can.  Wheeler  failed  to  take  Dalton,  and  has  gone  northeast,  where  he  can- 
not do  us  much  harm.  I  will  order  that  he  be  kept  in  that  direction.  He  may 
disturb  some  of  General  Schofield's  garrisons ;  but  if  he  could  not  take  Tilton 
or  Dalton,  he  will  not  venture  much,  and  all  above  will  be  on  their  guard,  and 
p^pared.  As  soon  as  this  news  is  confirmed  and  ratified,  1  will  put  in  execution 
onr  plans.  So  get  ready.  I  want  to  hear  of  Generals  Kilpatrick's  and  Gar- 
rard's explorations  before  making  orders. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  15,  1864. 
General  Schofield: 

There  will  be  plenty  of  time  to  dispose  of  wagons  after  my  orders  are  issued- 
I  want  to  hear  of  Generals  Kilpatrick  and  Garrard  before  making  my  orders, 
kttt  I  am  more  and  more  satisfied  the  movement^  we  contemplate  is  the  true  one 
to  be  made.  I  think  Generals  Steedman  and  John  E.  Smith  will  drive  Wheeler 
^  away,  and  repair  our  road  in  two  days.  Give  me  the  earliest  news  of  the 
ctraby  on  your  flank. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Ohio, 

August  16,  1864—1.45  p.  m. 
**jor  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  just  heard  from  Kilpatrick  through  Colonel  Garrard.  His  despatch  is 
^ted  12  m.  Kilpatrick  had  moved  up  the  Campbellton  road  toward  the  right 
of  our  infimtry,  to  a  cross-road  leading  to  Mount  Gilead  church,  where  the 
itbel  cavalry  is  encamped,  with  the  intention  of  moving  out  and  attacking  them* 
%  troops  are  ready  to  move  at  once,  if  the  enemy  send  infantry  against  our 
caTaby. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,  Maa^r  General 
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Hbauquarters  Department  of  the  Gumberlaxd, 

August  16,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

General  Kilpatrick  reports  that  he  forced  the  enemy  back  into  his  camp  near 
the  railroad,  five  miles  above  Fairburn  station ;  destroyed  the  station  and  public 
buildings,  telegraph,  and  railroad,  for  about  three  miles.  Jackson's  division 
has  thus  far  refused  to  give  him  battle.  He  anticipates  an  attempt  will  be  made 
to  prevent  his  return  this  morning,  and  feels  confident  he  can  destroy  Jackson, 
provided  cavalry  alone  meets  him. 

GEO.  H.  TROMAS,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  16, 1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

The  news  from  General  Kilpatrick  is  first-rate ;  he  has  acted  so  as  to  show 
the  enemy  that  he  will  fight.  I  do  believe  he,  with  his  own  and  General  Gar- 
rard's cavalry,  could  ride  right  around  Atlanta  and  smash  the  Macon  road  all 
to  pieces.  But  I  don't  want  to  risk  our  cavalry ;  I  don't  fear  the  enemy's 
trying  to  cut  off  his  return.  General  Schofield's  position  is  such  that  infantry 
will  not  leave  their  lines  to  go  down  to  Gamp  creek. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Comtnanding. 


Headquakters  MilitaryDivision  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefiddy  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  16,  1864. 

General  :  It  occurs  to  me  that  preliminary  to  a  future  report  of  the  history 
of  the  campaign,  I  should  record  certain  facts  of  great  personal  interest  to  officers 
of  this  command. 

General  McPherson  was  killed  by  the  musketry  fire  at  the  beginning  of  the 
battle  of  July  22.  He  had  in  person  selected  the  ground  for  his  troops,  consti- 
tuting the  left  wing  of  the  army,  I  being  in  person  with  the  centre,  General 
Schofield.  The  moment  the  information  reached  me,  I  sent  one  of  my  staff 
to  announce  the  fact  to  General  John  A.  Logan,  the  senior  officer  present  with 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  with  general  instructions  to  maintain  the  ground 
chosen  by  General  McPherson,  if  possible,  but  if  pressed  too  hard  to  refuse  his 
left  flank,  but  at  all  events  to  hold  the  railroad  and  main  Decatur  road ;  that 
I  did  not  propose  to  move  or  gain  ground  by  that  flank,  but  rather  by  the  right, 
and  that  I  wanted  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  to  fight  it  out  unaidea.  Greneral 
Logan  admirably  conceived  my  orders  and  executed  them,  and  if  he  gave  ground 
on  the  left  of  the  17th  corps  it  was  properly  done  by  my  orders ;  but  he  held  a 
certain  hill  by  the  right  division  of  the  17th  corps,  the  only  ground  on  that 
line,  the  possession  of  which  by  an  enemy  would  have  damaged  us,  by  giving 
a  reverse  fire  on  the  remainder  of  the  troops.  General  Logan  fought  that  battle 
out  as  required,  unaided,  save  by  a  small  brigade  sent  by  my  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Schoneld  to  the  Decatur  road,  well  to  the  rear,  where  it  was  reported  the 
enemy's  cavalry  had  got  into  the  town  of  Decatur,  and  was  operating  airectly  on 
the  rear  of  Logan ;  but  that  brigade  was  not  disturbed,  and  was  replaced  that  night 
by  a  nart  of  the  15th  corps,  next  to  General  Schofield,  and  General  Schofield's 
brigade  brought  back  so  as  to  be  kept  together  on  its  own  line. 

General  Logan  managed  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  well  during  hia  com- 
mand, and  it  may  be  that  an  unfair  inference  might  be  drawn  to  his  prejudice 
because  he  did  not  succeed  to  the  permanent  command.  I  am  forced  to  choose 
a  conmiander,  not  only  for  the  army  in  the  field,  but  of  the  department  of  the 
Tennessee,  covering  a  vast  extent  of  country  with  troops  much  dispersed.    It 
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T^as  a  delicate  and  difficult  task,  and  I  gave  preference  to  Major  General  0.  O. 
^3oward,  then  in  command  of  the  4th  armj  corps  in  the  department  of  the  Cum- 
l>crland.     Instead  of  giving  my  reasons,  I  prefer  that  the  wisdom  of  the  choice 
1>€  left  to  the  test  of  time.    The  President  kindly  ratified  my  choice,  and  I  am 
-willing  to  assume  the  responsihility.     I  meant  no  disrespect  to  any  officer,  and 
lierehy  declare  that  General  Logan  submitted  with  the  grdce  and  dignity  of  a 
soldier,  gentleman,  and  patriot,  resumed  the  command  of  his  corps  proper,  (15th,} 
a.x3d  enjoys  the  love  and  respect  of  his  army  and  of  his  commanders.    It  so  hap- 
pened that  on  the  28th  of  July  I  had  again  thrown  the  same  army  to  the  extreme 
right,  the  exposed  flank,  where  the  enemy  repeated  the  same  manoeuvre,  striking 
in  mass ;  the  extreme  corps  deployed  in  line,  and  refused  as  a  flank  the  15th, 
"Major  General  Logan ;  and  he  commanded  in  person.  General  Howard  and  myself 
being  near,  and  that  corps,  as  heretofore  reported,  repulsed  the  rebel  army  com- 
pletely, and  next  day  advanced  and  occupied  the  ground  fought  over  and  the 
road  the  enemy  sought  to  cover.     General  Howard,  who  had  that  very  day  as- 
sumed his  new  command,  unequivocably  gave  General  Logan  all  the  credit  pos- 
eible;  and  I  also  beg  to  add  my  unqualified  admiration  of  the  bravery,  skill, 
and,  more  yet,  good  sense  that  influenced  him  to  bear  a  natural  disappointment 
and  do  his  whole  duty  like  a  man.     If  I  could  bestow  on  him  substantial  reward 
it  would  afford  me  unalloyed  satisfaction ;  but  I  do  believe,  in  the  consciousness 
of  acts  done  from  noble  impulses  and  gracefully  admitted  by  his  superiors  in 
authority,  he  will  be  contented.     He  already  holds   the  highest  commission 
known  in  the  army,  and  it  is  hard  to  say  how  we  can  better  manifest  our  ap- 
plauBe. 

At  the  time  of  General  Howard's  selection.  Major  General  Hooker  com- 
manded the  20th  army  corps  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  made  up  for  his 
special  accommodation  out  of  the  old  11th  and  12th  corps,  whereby  Major  General 
Slocnm  was  deprived  of  his  corps  command.  Both  the  law  and  practice  are  and 
bave  been  to  fill  the  higher  army  commands  by  selection.  Rank  or  dates  of  com- 
inission  have  not  controlled,  nor  am  I  aware  that  any  reflection  can  be  inferred 
unless  the  junior  be  placed  immediately  over  the  senior ;  but  in  this  case  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  command  was  in  no  manner  disturbed.  General  Howard  was 
not  put  over  him,  but  in  charge  of  a  distinct  and  separate  army.  No  indignity 
waa  offered  or  intended,  and  I  must  say  that  General  Hooker  was  not  justified 
in  retiring.  At  all  events,  had  he  spoken  or  written  to  me  I  would  have  made 
c^eiy  explanation  and  concession  he  could  have  expected,  but  could  not  bave 
changed  my  course,  because  then,  as  now,  I  believe  it  right  and  for  the  good  of 
our  country  and  cause. 

As  a  matter  of  justice,  General  Slocum,  having  been  displaced  by  the  consol- 
idation, was  deemed  by  General  Thomas  as  entitled  to  the  vacancy  created  by 
General  Hooker's  voluntary  withdrawal,  and  has  received  it. 
With  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Hallkck,  Major  General  Commanding. 

Chief  of  Staff,  Wa^^hington,  D.  C, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Li  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  16,  1864. 
Generals  Thomas,  Howard,  and  Schopibld  : 

We  will  commence  the  movement  against  the  railroad  about  Jonesboro'  Thnrs- 
aay  night,  unless  something  occurs  in  the  mean-time  to  mar  the  plan.  I  will 
J^e  my  orders,  and  the  preliminary  preparations  may  be  begun. 

If  Wheeler  interrupts  our  supplies  we  can  surely  cut  off  those  of  Hood,  and 
Bee  who  can  stand  it  best,  j 

W.  T.  SHEBMAK,  Major  General* 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Allatoona,  August  16,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

General  Schofield  reports  that  General  Kilpatrick  did  not  find  the  enemy's 
cavalry  at  his  old  camp  at  Mount  Gilead  church,  hut  I  don't  know  where  that 
church  is.  It  is  manifest  that  all  the  efficient  cavalry  of  the  enemy  is  to  our 
rear.  They  will  tear  up  the  road  beyond  Cartersville ;  but  I  think  Wheeler 
has  been  driven  ofiP  towards  East  Tennessee,  and  trust  that  General  John  £. 
Smith  will  return  to  Cartersville ;  he  has  cars  enough.  There  are  three  (3) 
regiments  and  eight  (8)  guns  at  Allatoona  and  Etowah  bridge,  and  I  have  orderea 
General  McArthur  to  send  any  re-enforcements  he  can  spare,  and  call  on  us  to 
replace  them  at  Marietta.  I  do  think  our  cavalry  should  now  break  the  ]VIacon 
road  good.  If  we  can  save  our  rations  at  Marietta  and  Allatoona,  and  break  the 
Macon  road  for  many  miles,  we  can  wait  as  long  as  Hood. 

What  say  you  to  letting  General  Kilpatrick  have  two  of  General  Garrard's 
brigades,  and  then  to  strike  across  to  the  Macon  road  and  tear  it  up  good.  He 
has  scouted  the  country  now,  and  knows  it,  and  can  act  with  confidence  and  due 
caution.  General  Schofield  is  well  on  that  flank  and  makes  a  good  cover.  I 
like  this  plan  better  than  to  send  General  Garrard  up  to  Cartersville,  for  the 
enemy  will  simply  run  off ;  but  General  Kilpatrick  with  two  good  brigades  can 
reach  across  to  the  Macon  road  about  Rough  and  Ready  and  tear  up  six  or  eight 
miles  by  to-morrow  night  or  next  day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldt  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  17,  1864. 
General  Schopield  : 

I  thmk  I  will  defer  the  grand  movement  for  a  day  or  so,  and  precede  it  by  a 
cavalry  movement  on  the  Macon  road,  between  Rough  and  Ready  and  Jones- 
boro*.  I  propose  to  give  General  Kilpatrick  his  whole  division  and  two  of  Gen- 
eral Gararrd's  brigades,  to  move  quietly  down  to  Camp  Creek,  and  then,  by  a 
rapid  movement,  strike  and  break  thoroughly  the  Macon  road ;  your  infantry 
to  co-operate  and  divert  attention.  We  know  that  Wheeler  is  well  to  the  north 
with  a  large  part  of  the  cavalry,  and  now  is  the  time.  I  expect  General  Kilpat- 
rick up.  Any  preparations  for  the  infantry  move  will  be  all  right,  and  we 
need  only  postpone  the  time  of  execution. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  17,  1864. 
Major  Gkneral  Thomas  : 

I  have  a  message  from  General  Ealpatrick,  enclosing  a  copy  of  his  report  to 
General  Elliot.  He  thinks  it  not  only  possible,  but  comparatively  easy,  to  break 
the  railroad  to  Macon  effectually.  1  do  not  want  to  move  this  vast  army  and 
its  paraphernalia  around  Atlanta  unless  forced  to  do  so,  and  it  does  seem  the 
enemy  has  offered  us  the  very  opportunity  we  seek. 

We  know  positively  that  Wheeler  is  above  Dalton,  and  that  he  must  have 
taken  the  very  flower  of  his  cavalry.  He  has  and  may  do  us  harm,  but  that 
we  cannot  help.  I  do  not  think  he  can  carry  any  point  of  our  road  that  he  can 
maintain,  and  nis  own  necessities  will  force  him  back  soon,  with  jaded  and  worn- 
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out  horses.  Now,  ours  can  be  quietly  moved  to  Sandtown  at  a  walk,  and,  ac- 
cording to  Oeneral  Kilpatrick,  reach  Red  Oak,  or  any  point  below  the  enemy's 
infantry,  and  by  a  single  dash  can  beat  the  remaining  cavalry  of  the  enemy, 
and  break  np  many  miles  of  that  railroad.  General  Garrard,  with  one  brigade, 
can  amuse  those  on  the  east,  and  General  Kilpatrick,  with  his  own  and  the  two 
brigades  of  General  Garrard,  under  Colonel  Long,  could  make  in  a  single  move 
a  break  that  would  disturb  Hood  seriously.  The  risk  will  be  comparatively 
small,  as  General  Schofield  can  act  in  support  with  his  whole  command.    I  am 

rjrfectly  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  loss  of  our  cavalry  would  be  most  serious,  but 
do  think  such  an  opportunity,  if  neglected,  will  never  again  appear.  In  this 
combination  I  would  merely  suspend  the  final,  execution  of  the  movement  of  the 
whole  army  till  the  result  of  this  move  is  reached.  I  think  we  could  give  Gen- 
eral Kilpatrick  such  orders  that  he  would  not  be  lash,  and  General  Schofield 
could  move  to  his  right  a  couple  of  miles,  and  make  it  certain  that  Hood  would 
not  attempt  to  use  infantry  to  interpose  to  the  return  of  our  cavalry.  Don't 
make  any  orders  till  you  and  I  have  perfectly  agreed  on  this  plan.  In  the  mean 
time  anything  done  towards  the  movement  of  the  whole  army  will  not  be  lost, 
as  it  simply  amounts  to  sending  to  the  bridge  all  the  loose  ends. 
I  have  sent  for  General  Kilpatrick  to  come  up. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Hbaduuartbrs  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

August  17,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Informatioa  from  all  sources  seem  to  confirm  the  report  that  Wheeler  has 
taken  off  the  greater  part  of  his  cavalry.  I  therefore  think  this  will  be  as  good 
a  time  as  could  be  taken  to  make  another  raid  on  the  Macon  railroad  ;  but  if 
you  send  Kilpatrick,  I  would  insist  on  his  taking  the  most  practicable  route,  and 
avoid  the  enemy's  infantry  as  much  as  possible. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General, 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Ohio, 

August  17,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  following  is  just  received.     The  messenger  will  wait  for  your  orders. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General, 

"  Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  D.  C., 

''August  17,  1864. 
«*  To  Major  General  Schdkield  : 

"  I  send  you  the  report  of  my  operations  yesterday  by  one  of  my  aides  to  make 
certain  that  you  get  it.  I  am  satisfied  that,  with  two  of  General  Garrard's  brig- 
ades and  my  own  division^  I  can  break  the  Macon  road  effectually  at  any  point 
the  major  general  commanding  may  be  pleased  to  indicate.  Such  an  oppor- 
tunity to  strike  the  enemy  a  terrible  blow  has  never  been  offered.  If  it  is  desi- 
rable to  make  the  attempt,  I  should  wish  to  see  you,  and  will  visit  your  head- 
quarters for  that  purpose. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  KILPATRICK, 
''Brigadier  General  Volunteers.*^ 
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Hbadq^uarters  Military  Division  of  the  3fississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  AUanta,  Ga.,  August  17,  1864. 
General  Thomas  : 

General  Kilpatrick  is  here,  and  gives  me  a  description  of  Lis  position  at  Sand- 
town,  that  convinces  me  he  can,  in  connexion  with  General  Schofield,  so  effect- 
ually destroy  the  Macon  railroad  that  it  cannot  be  used  in  two  weeks,  and  that, 
too,  without  risking  his  cavalry. 

You  will,  therefore,  order  General  Garrard  to  send  to  Sandtown,  via  Paice's 
ferry  and  the  west  bank,  the  two  brigades  of  cavalry  heretofore  notified,  with  a 
battery  of  artillery  to  move  to  night  and  report  on  arrival  to  General  Kilpatrick, 
at  Sandtown.  The  horses  should  be  well  f^d,  and  could  take  some  wagons  of 
shelled  com  as  far  as  Sandtown,  when  the  wagons  may  return.  Men  provided 
with  full  ammunition,  five  (5)  days'  bread,  sugar,  coffee,  and  plenty  of  salt. 

General  Kilpatrick  will  keep  his  command  concealed  all  day  to-morrow,  and 
move  to-morrow  night,  cross  the  West  Point  road  above  Fairburn,  reach  the 
Macon  railroad  near  Jonesboro',  face  towards  East  Point,  and  break  road  to  the 
south. 

The  despatch  I  sent  you  an  hour  ago  is  conclusive  that  Wheeler  is  away,  and 
but  little  rebel  cavalry  is  left  here. 

General  Kilpatrick  will  want  a  diversion  day  after  to-morrow,  and  I  will  see 
that  General  Schofield  makes  one ;  and  I  wish  you  to  have  General  Garrard's 
remsdning  brigade  and  General  Stanley's  division  give  full  occupation  to  that 
flank.     1  will  risk  the  other. 

Instruct  General  Garrard  to  be  sure  to  send  the  pioneers  along  with  the  cav- 
alry, provided  with  tools  to  break  up  railroad. 

General  Kilpatrick  represents  forage  abundant  down  there. 

General  Kilpatrick  ranks  General  Garrard,  and  the  latter  may  go  along  if 
you  prefer. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldy  near  Atlanta,  Ga.j  August  17,  1864. 

Generals  Thomas,  Schofield,  and  Howard  : 

I  now  have  positive  and  official  information  that  General  Wheeler  has  gone 
up  into  East  Tennessee,  beyond  Spring  Place.  We  will  repair  all  damages  to 
railroad  and  telegraph  to-night.  I  will  not  move  our  infantry  now,  but  break 
the  Macon  road  all  to  pieces  with  our  cavalry  to-morrow  night.  Therefore,  be 
active  and  demonstrate  against  Atlanta  to  occupy  the  entire  front,  and  make 
them  believe  we  will  attack  them  in  their  trenches  during  to-morrow  and  next 
day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  17,  1864. 
General  :  I  beg  you  will  convey  the  following  orders  to  govern  General 
Kilpatrick  in  his  movement  on  the  Macon  road.  It  is  not  a  raid,  but  a  deliberate 
attack  for  the  purpose  of  so  disabling  that  road  that  the  enemy  will  be  unable 
to  supply  hiB  army  in  Atlanta.  He  will  have  bis  own  division  of  cavalry  and 
two  good  brigades  from  General  Garrard's  division.    With  these  he  will  move 
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to-morrow  night,  aiming  to  cross  the  West  Point  road  between  Red  Oak  and 
Fairbum.  If  he  has  time  he  should  remove  a  small  section  of  the  road  without 
Ming  fire,  simply  to  lessen  the  chances  of  an  infantry  force  being  sent  to  inter- 
cept his  return.  He  should  then  move  in  force  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  Macon 
road  about  Jonesboro',  and  should  destroy  as  much  of  that  road  as  he  possibly 
can,  working  steadily  until  forced  to  take  to  his  arms  and  horses  for  battle.  He 
should  avoid  battle  with  infantry  or  artillery,  but  may  safely  fight  any  cavalry 
he  encounters,  because  we  know  that  the  enemy  has  sent  Wheeler  with  full  six 
thousand  (6,000)  cavalry  up  into  East  Tennessee.  I  leave  the  extent  of  the 
break  to  General  Kilpatrick,  but  will  only  say  that  he  cannot  destroy  too  much. 
Having  fulfilled  his  task,  he  will  return  and  resume  his  post  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  army,  and  send  Greneral  Garrard's  brigades  back  to  their  division  on  the 
left.  General  Schofield  will  be  instructed  to  move  to  his  right  as  far  as  prudent 
the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  all  the  army  should  so  engage  the  attention  of  the 
enemj  that  he  cannot  detach  infantry  as  against  General  Kilpatrick. 

Instruct  the  general  to  advise  us  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  of  his  success. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Comtnanding. 

Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  ike  Cumberland, 


Headquarters  Milftary  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  fields  near  Atlanta^  Ga,,  August  17,  1864. 
General Halle^k,  Washington: 

Your  despatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  We  must  have  the  Alabama  river, 
*nd  if  I  remember  the  bay,  the  best  river  channel  is  on  the  Tensas  side  ;  but, 
of  course,  I  must  trust  to  Admiral  Farragut  and  General  Canby.  I  have  a  tight 
grip  on  Atlanta,  and  was  on  the  point  of  swinging  round  to  the  southeast  when 
Wheeler  went  to  my  rear  with  six  thousand  (6,000)  cavalry;  he  has  passed  into 
I^Mt  Tennessee,  having  damaged  us  but  little.  I  will  avail  myself  of  his  absence  to 
reciprocate  the  compliment,  and  to-morrow  night  the  Macon  road  must  be  broken 
good.  General  Kilpatrick  will  undertake  it.  Wheeler  cannot  disturb  Knoxville 
or  London.  He  may  hurt  some  of  the  minor  points,  but,  on  the  whole,  East 
Tennesgee  is  a  good  place  for  him  to  break  down  his  horses,  and  steal  new  ones. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  ikefieldj  near  Atlanta,  August  17,  1864. 
^eral  Canby,  New  Orleans : 

I^espatch  of  6th  received.  Convey  to  Admiral  Farragut  my  admiration  of 
"heboid  and  successful  passage  of  Mobile  fort.  I  am  familiar  with  Fort  Morgan, 
*nd  would  advise  that  a  single  gun-boat  lay  above  Pilot  Cove  and  prevent  sup- 
plies going  to  Fort  Morgan,  and  time  will  work  its  fall.  To  reduce  Mobile  I 
^ould  MBS  a  force  up  the  Tensas  and  across  to  old  Fort  Stoddart,  and  operate 
^  the  direction  of  Citronelle.  The  Mobile  and  Ohio  road  broken  and  the  river 
<*cupied,  Mobile  would  be  untenable  to  the  rebels.    If  possible  the  Alabama 
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river  should  be  posseBsed  bj  us  in  connexion  with  my  movements.  I  could 
easily  open  communication  with  Montgomery,  but  I  doubt  if  you  will  have  troops 
enough  till  the  September  draft.  I  am  pressing  Atlanta  hard,  but  don't  want 
Kirby  Smith  here.  I  can  beat  Hood  in  the  open  field,  but  not  intrenched.  I 
have  repeatedly  disabled  his  roads,  but  he  manses  to  patch  them  up. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


^      Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  fields  near  Atlanta^  Cra,t  August  18, 1864 — 7  a.  m. 

Major  General  Schofield  : 

I  wanted  to  come  down  to  the  extreme  right  to-day,  and  may  still,  but  I  most 
watch  matters  to  our  rear.  Hood  no  doubt  supposes  he  has  put  Wheeler  on  our 
line,  and  is  demonstrating  accordingly ;  he  has  small  parties  to  cut  our  wires 
nightly.  We  cannot  now  get  Marietta.  Nevertheless,  unless  something  very 
extraordinary  takes  place  to-day,  I  want  General  ELilpatrick  to  start  and  break 
up  that  Macon  road  all  to  pieces.  Keep  your  own  cavalry  as  videttes  on  your 
right  flank,  and  to-morrow  they  might  venture  as  close  East  Point  as  possible, 
and  break  up  some  more  of  that  railroad,  whilst  General  Kilpatrick  draws  their 
cavalry  towards  Jonesboro',  as  they  will  be  sure  to  watch  if  they  don't  fight 
him.  Ude  your  troops  to-day  as  though  investing  and  feeling  their  left  flank, 
but  to-morrow  venture  out  a  little.  Keep  me  well  advised  of  all  facts  that  will 
enable  me  to  divine  Hood's  scheme. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Atlanta^  Ga.,  August,  18,  1864 — 11.30  a.  m. 
General  Schofield  : 

Our  telegraph  now  works  to  Chattanooga.  The  conclusion  my  mind  has  ar- 
rived at  is  that  Hood  sent  Wheeler's  cavalry  to  occupy  our  road  at  Dalton ; 
that  he  had  re-enforced  East  Point  with  a  division  of  his  old  corps,  which  last 
night  was  brought  back,  on  the  supposition  that  Wheeler  had  succeeded  and 
we  would  beg^n  to  detach  to  our  rear. 

Now,  of  all  times,  this  is  the  time  for  our  cavalry  to  do  its  work  well,  and  if 
you  hear  nothing  of  me  before  three  o'clock,  send  a  messenger  to  General  Kil- 
patrick, with  a  note  statiug  that  all  things  are  most  favorable  for  his  work ;  to 
break  as  much  of  the  Macon  road  as  he  possibly  can,  and  as  he  swings  back,  to 
rest  on  the  West  Point  road  at  some  point  below  Fairburn  and  make  another 
big  tear  up.  If  he  feels  master  of  the  situation  on  the  road  he  cannot  tear  up 
too  much  track  or  twist  too  much  iron.  It  may  save  this  army  making  a  Iftng 
and  hazardous  flank  march. 

Tell  him  what  you  will  do  to-morrow  to  occupy  the  enemy's  infantry  on  their 
flank,  and  assure  him  I  will  cause  the  same  along  our  whole  line,  especially  on 
our  extreme  left.  I  will  see  that  General  GaiTard  risks  all  he  can  to  amuse 
what  cavalry  the  enemy  has  about  Decatur  and  Stone  mountain. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher.  J 

Hbaduuartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  tJieJield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga„  August  18,  1864- — 6  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington : 

We  have  been  haimnering  awaj  at  Atlanta ;  and  I  was  going  to  put  a  corps 
intrenched  at  the  railroad  bridge,  and  with  the  balance  swing  round  bj  the 
roath  and  east,  bat  Hood  has  sent  off  his  cavalry,  which  touched  our  road  at 
two  or  three  points,  which  are  already  repaired,  and  that  cavalry  has  gone  up 
into  East  Tennessee,  leaving  me  now  superior  in  cavalry ;  and  I  hope  the  oppor- 
tnnity  thus  given  me  will  save  me  the  risk  and  excessive  labor  of  mfting  a  wide 
drcoit  in  this  hot  weather.  To-night  General  Rilpatrick  will  start  for  the  Macon 
road  with  five  (5)  brigades  of  cavalry,  which  can  whip  all  the  enemy's  cavalry 
vresent,  and  to-morrow  I  will  demonstrate  along  my  whole  line  to  give  General 
Kilpatrick  time  to  make  a  good  break  in  that  road  so  vital  to  Hood.  We  all 
feel  confident  that  we  can  succeed,  and  for  that  reason  I  do  not  regret  that 
Wheeler  has  gone  up  into  East  Tennessee.  I  think  we  have,  force  enough  at 
Enoxville,  the  gap,  and  Kingston  to  hold  vital  points  till  necessity  will  foree 
Wheeler  to  come  back ;  but  I  will  leave  him  to  be  attended  to  by  those  in  my 
lear. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadquartbrs  Army  op  thb  Ohio, 

August  18,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

I  have  extended  my  line  more  than  a  mile,  substantially  parallel  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  and  have  a  pretty  good  flank.  The  enemy's  works  appear  to  bo  occu- 
pied only  in  moderate  force.  They  have  shown  no  movement  during  the  day. 
1  propose  to-night  to  draw  out  two  brigades  of  each  division  of  the  14th  corps, 
leaving  one  brigade  of  each  division,  including  HascalPs,  to  hold  the  present  lines. 
This  will  give  me  a  movable  force  of  about  eighteen  thousand  (18,000)  men 
with  which  to  make  my  movement  against  the  enemy's  left.  This  will,  of 
counse,  make  our  lines  very  weak,  but  I  reckon  strong  enough  against  any  proba- 
l)ie  attack. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 


Hbadquartbrs  Department  of  the  Tenxesser, 

August  18, 1864. 
^jorGreneral  Sherman  : 

I  have  been  along  my  entire  line  this  a.  m.  Considerable  artillery  was 
^^oped  by  the  demonstration,  and  a  strong  skirmish  throughout.  Not  many 
^  can  be  seen  in  the  main  works  in  front  of  General  Logan,  but  I  do  not 
^Wnk  they  have  been  removed.  The  division  previously  reported  consisted  of 
*€ven  regiments  of  infantry.  When  last  seen  they  were  moving  opposite  the 
left  of  the  15th  corps,  going  towards  our  left.  There  were  a  great  many  strag- 
glers. 

0.  0.  HOWARD, 

Major  General. 
12* 
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City  Point,  Virginia,  August  18,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Richmond  papers  of  the  17th  give  it  as  the  opinion  of  military  men  that  A 
lanta  can  hola  out  one  month  yet.  In  the  mean  time,  like  us,  they  expect  8om< 
thing  to  turn  up.  If  you  can  hold  tight  as  you  are  now,  and  prevent  raic 
upon  your  rear,  you  will  destroy  most  of  that  army.  I  never  would  advise  goiii 
backward,  even  if  your  roads  are  cut  so  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  recer 
ing  supplies  from  the  north,  but  would  work  to  command  the  accumulation  < 
ordnance  stores  and  supplies  while  you  can ;  if  it  comes  to  the  worst,  moi 
south,  as  Ypu  suggest. 

I  have  forced  the  enemy  to  move  a  large  force  north  of  the  James,  and  a] 
now  moving  one  corps  by  our  left  around  Petersburg.  I  expect  no  great  result 
but  will  probably  cut  the  Weldon  road  again,  and  will  also  demonstrate  to  tl 
enemy  that  he  has  now  the  minimum  garrison  possible  to  hold  his  present  lini 
withy  and  that  to  hold  his  roads  he  must  re-enforce. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General, 


LCipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  AtloTUa,  Ga,,  August  19,  1864 — 10.45  a.  m. 
General  Grant,  City  Point : 

I  have  your  two  despatches  of  14th  and  16th,  also  that  of  18th.  I  will  nev< 
take  a  step  backwards,  and  have  no  fears  of  Hood.  I  can  whip  him  outside  * 
his  trenches,  and  think  in  time  I  can  compel  him  to  come  out.  I  think  at  th 
moment  I  have  a  fine  cavalry  force  on  the  only  road  which  can  feed  him,  an 
if  necessary,  will  swing  my  whole  army  across  it  also. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
^  Major  General  Co7nmanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

August  19,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  skirmishing  you  hear  is  apparently  between  me  and  the  14th  corj 
Have  not  heard  from  my  right  yet. 

0.  0.  HOWARD, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

August  19,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

General  Dodge  is  wounded  in  the  side  of  the  head  by  a  musket  ball  ,•  i 
seriously. 

O.  0.  HOWARD, 

Major  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Augtut  19,  186i. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  firing  to-night  occurred  in  front  of  the  right  of  the  15th  corps.  The  enemy 
attempted  to  capture  our  working  parties.  They  failed.  General  Lightbom  was 
wounded  in  De  Grass's  battery,  in  a  similar  manner  to  General  Dodge.  The 
officers  and  men  on  the  right  of  the  15th  corps  have  observed  fires  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Macon  since  6  o'clock.  One  of  my  staff  just  returned  reports  he  saw 
the  files  still  burning. 

0.  0.  HOWARD,  ifcfq;or  General. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta^  Attguit  19,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington: 

1  have  Secretary  Stanton's  despatch  announcing  the  promotion  of  Colonel 
I^ng,  a  hard-working  and  worthy  cavalry  officer.  We  have  made  heavy  dem- 
onstrations all  day,  especially  on  our  flanks,  to  hold  the  enemy  while  our  cavalry 
is  ont  after  the  Macon  road.  I  hope  this  time  the  work  will  be  better  done  than 
before.    We  control  all  other  railroads. 

General  Dodge  received  a  ball  wound  in  his  forehead,  but  it  is  pronounced 
not  serious.     AD  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


IIeadquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Augutt  20,  1864—7.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Suerman  :  ^ 

I  forwarded  General  Stanley's  report  of  operations  since  3  a.  m.,  about  1  o'clock 
to-day.  He  has  kept  the  enemy  fully  occupied  ever  since  yesterday  noon. 
So  has  Garrard's  brigade.  We  have  made  three  captures  of  rebel  scouts,  and 
from  papers  found  on  one  of  them  I  infer  Hood  is  exceedingly  anxious  to  know 
▼here  our  left  flank  is  and  its  strength. 

Geary's  signal  officer  reports  having  observed  the  light  of  a  large  fire  last  night 
•D  the  direction  of  Hough  and  Ready  station  just  before  the  storm  came  on. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Atigtut  21,  1864. 
^'yor General  Sherman: 

Prisoners  captured  by  General  Cox  last  evening  report  that  Kilpatrick  struck 
the  railroad  at  Jonesboro'  the  morning  after  he  started.  Very  distant  artillery 
firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Macon  from  our  right  last  evening.  I  have 
heard  nothing  further  indicative  of  Kilpatrick's  movements.  Cox  is  making  a 
demonstration  on  the  right  to  aid  him  on  his  return.  Enemy  is  using  artillery 
Qoite  freely  in  front  of  14th  corps  this  morning. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 

Major  General. 
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[Cipher.! 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Creorgia,  Avgust  21, 1864—10  a.  m. 
General  Hallbck,  Washington : 

General  Howard  and  I  have  talked  over  the  affairs  of  the  department  of  t 
Tennessee,  and  admit  the  wisdom  of  General  Ganbj  exercising  command  of 
the  troops  on  the  Mississippi.  To  preserve  organizations  already  existing,  wii 
out  materially  diminishing  the  military  force  on  the  Mississippi,  we  ask  tl 
certain  fragments  of  regiments  and  brigades,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregi 
twenty-five  hundred  (2,500)  men,  be  allowed  to  come  to  their  organization  he 
Also,  if  possible,  that  a  division  of  the  17th  corps,  originally  designated  as  p 
of  General  McP^erson's  column,  but  detained  up  Bed  river,  be  dso  allowed 
come  by  any  route  deemed  advisable  by  General  Washbume.  To  accompl 
these  results  General  Howard  sends  to-day  a  staff  officer  to  Louisville  to  con 
with  you  by  telegraph,  and  then  to  go  to  Memphis  and  accomplish  whatever  j 
may  conclude.  Be  assured  that  General  Howard  and  I  both  cheerfully  conc< 
anything  that  will  produce  good  results.  I  think  it  wotdd  be  well  not  to  chai 
the  limits  of  the  departments,  but  to  have  all  troops  now  belonging  to  the  depc 
mcnt  of  the  Tennessee  still  make  returns  to  General  Howard,  but  be  subject 
the  military  orders  of  General  Oanby,  to  whom  they  could  make  reports 
effective  force  that  would  satisfy  his  purposes.  All  well.  Expect  to  beai 
General  Kilpatrick  every  hour.     Nothing  further  of  Wheeler. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  August  21,  1864 — 8  p.  m 
Gefferal  Steedman,  Chattanooga : 

I  have  your  despatch  of  to-day,  and  if  a  gun-boat  can  get  up  to  Kingstoi 
would  be  well  to  send  it.  Wheeler  cannot  do  us  serious  harm  up  there,  f 
cavalry  has  not  the  industry  to  damage  railroads  seriously.  General  Schofi 
thinks  Knoxville  has  provisions  for  three  (3)  months,  and  is  very  strongly  fo 
fied.  So  you  need  not  bother  Wheeler  there  further  than  to  keep  him  watd 
by  scouts  and  citizens,  and  let  me  know  his  future  course.  I  don't  want  bin: 
come  back  by  way  of  the  Oostonaula.  Now  is  the  time  to  get  all  your  fox 
in  good  position  to  move  rapidly  against  his  flank  if  he  comes  back  anywh 
between  Spring  Place  and  Talking  Bock.  Dalton  is  the  best  point  from  whici 
watch  him,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  make  a  bridge  across  the  Connasau 
near  the  mouth  of  Cnoychuttie,  on  the  road  from  Dalton  to  Spring  Place,  i 
build  a  small,  but  strong,  redoubt  between  the  forks  at  the  bridge,  as  a  threat 
that  flank.  I  don't  know  the  gi'ound  at  Dalton  or  Spring  Place,  but  by  the  mi 
I  know  if  you  have  a  respectable  force  at  Dalton  and  the  Spring  Place  re 
fortified  as  I  describe,  Wheeler  will  not  dare  to  pass  down  this  way.  If  he 
into  Kentucky  by  Cumberland  gap  or  Somerset,  there  are  forces  enough  to  &W 
to  him  there.  I  feel  confident  General  Grant  will  give  Lee  enough  to  do,  so 
cannot  detach  any  considerable  force  towards  Ejioxville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cammumdimg 
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Hbadquartbbs  Department  of  the  Combbrland, 

August  22,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Major  Greneral  Sherman  : 

6«oeral  Kilpatrick  is  aboat  to  start  for  yonr  headquarters.  He  reports  hav- 
ing torn  up  four  miles  connectedly  of  railroad  between  Rough  and  Ready  and 
Jonesboro',  and  ten  (10^  miles  at  intervals,  and  destroyed  two  trains,  including 
the  one  destroyed  by  Kline.  He  virtually  captured  Ross's  brigade,  but  could 
not  bring  the  men  away.  He  was  attacked  by  Jackson's  cavalry  and  a  divi- 
noQ  of  in^Eintry,  but  efiPected  his  escape  before  Uie  enemy  could  surround  him, 
and  brought  off  his  own  artillery,  and  one  piece  of  the  four  captured.  Two 
pieces  and  nine  caissons  were  destroyed  by  him.  He  brought  in  about 
lerenty  (70)  prisoners  and  three  battle  flags  and  all  his  own  wounded;  has 
nine^-seven  (97)  killed  and  missing.  Among  the  missing  four  officers.  Briga- 
dier General  Long  was  wounded  in  two  places.  He  speaks  in  high  terms  of 
the  behavior  of  his  whole  command.  Captain  Bartlett  is  well  and  on  the  road 
with  him  to  your  headquarters. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  Creneral. 


Chattanooga,  August  22,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Wheeler  is  now  between  the  Hiawassee  and  Little  Tennessee  rivers,  both  too 
high  to  ford.  I  think  I  can  force  him  back  through  the  mountains  toward 
North  Carolina  by  concentrating  force  at  Charleston,  and  moving  on  him  from 
that  place.  I  have  force  enou^  and  can  concentrate  them  in  time.  I  await 
joor  orders  ;  concentrating  at  Dalton  as  you  directed. 
Respectfully, 

JAMES  B.  STEEDMAN. 

Major  Creneral. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Di vision  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejield,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  22, 1864—10  p.  m. 

Geoeml  Hallbck  : 

General  Kilpatrick  is  back.  He  had  pretty  hard  fighting  with  a  division  of 
iofantry  and  three  (3)  bri^ides  of  cavalry.  He  broke  the  cavalry  into  disorder 
ttd  captured  a  battery  which  he  destroyed,  except  one  (1)  gun  which  he 
hroQght  in,  in  addition  to  all  his  own.  He  also  brought  in  three  captured  flags 
ttd  seventy  (70)  prisoners.  He  had  possession  of  a  large  part  of  Ross's  brig- 
ade, hut  could  not  encumber  himself  with  them.  He  destroyed  three  (3)  miles 
^  the  road  about  Jonesboro',  and  broke  pieces  for  about  ten  (10)  miles  more, 
coomgh  to  disable  the  road  for  ten  days. 

I  expect  I  will  have  to  swing  across  to  that  road  in  force  to  make  the  matter 
certain.    General  Kilpatrick  destroyed  two  ^2)  locomotives  and  trains. 

It  has  been  very  quiet  with  us  here.  Wheeler  is  about  Athens,  Tennessee, 
^  General  Bteedman  will  move  out  against  him  from  Chattanooga. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Hbadquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefidd,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  23,  1864—1.30  p.  m. 
General  Burbridok,  Louisville: 

I  don't  believe  Wheeler  and  Morgan  are  going  into  Kentucky ;  but  should 
they,  you  should  be  prepared  for  them.  Of  course  I  cannot  turn  back  for  a 
cavalry  raid.  If  Colonel  Laibold  held  Wlieeler  at  bay  with  four  hundred  ^400) 
men  at  Dalton  in  a  redoubt,  you  surely  can  hold  him  in  Kentucky  with  Gen- 
eral Ammen  and  General  Tillson  at  Cumberland  gap  and  Knoxville. 

Get  your  people  well  in  hand,  and  in  no  event  allow  alarm  to  spread  in 
Kentucky.  The  enemy  cannot  spare  a  large  force  now  to  invade  Kentucky.  It 
is  a  raid  designed  to  make  clamor,  and  notibing  more. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  tbe  Ohio, 

August  23,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  on  hand  supplies  for  the  grand  movement,  and  only  need  long  enough 
notice  to  send  my  baggage  wagons  to  the  rear.  I  will  have  the  maps  about 
Utoy,  Red  Oak,  &c.,  completed  this  evening. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

August  23,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  teams  of  my  command  have  only  five  (5)  days'  forage  on  hand ;  other- 
wise my  command  will  be  ready  to  commence  the  movement  to-morrow.  Colonel 
McKay  tells  me  that  in  three  days  the  whole  army  could  be  supplied  with  ten 
(10)  days'  forage. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

August  23,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  would  like  to  commence  the  movement  without  being  hurried,  and  can  do 
80  by  Thursday  night  I  think  the  cavalry  ought  to  have  a  little  rest  and  time 
to  shoe  up.  I  will  be  perfectly  prepared  by  Thursday  with  provisions,  and  can 
arrange  to  get  forage  by  Sandtown  the  day  after,  if  forage  comes  down. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  23,  1864—11.30  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Waskington: 

All  well.  Give  currency  to  the  idea  that  I  am  to  remain  quiet  till  events 
transpire  in  other  quarters,  and  let  the  idea  be  printed,  so  as  to  reach  Richmond 
in  three  (3)  days.     Yon  understand  the  effect 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  24,  1864 — 8  a.  in. 
Generals  Thomas,  Schofibld  and  Howard  : 

I  will  ride  down  to  the  bridge  to-day  to  see  the  lay  of  ground  and  the  char- 
actPT^f  the  redoubts  there.  Go  on  and  make  all  the  preparations  possible,  so 
that  our  movement  when  begun  may  proceed  rapidly  and  safely.  Our  maps 
shonld  be  compiled,  and  as  many  roads  laid  down  oetween  Red  Oak  and  Jones- 
boro'  as  we  can  be  sure  of  existence. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Hbadquaetbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

August  24,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

A  fire  seems  to  be  raging  in  Atlanta,  direction  ten  (10)  degrees  south  of  east 
from  my  tree.    Can  see  heated  air  rising  in  dense  columns ;  seems  to  be  spreading. 
Town  is  filled  with  smoke. 
I  have  directed  my  heavy  guns  to  fire  on  the  town. 

O.  0.  HOWARD, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga„  August  24,  1864 — 7.15  p.  m. 
General  Halleck,  Washington: 

Heavy  fires  in  Atlanta  all  day,  caused  by  our  artillery.     I  will  be  all  ready 

wd  will  commence  the  movement  round  Atlanta  by  the  south  to-morrow  night, 

and  for  some  time  you  will  hear  little  of  me.     I  will  keep  open  courier  line  with 

Chattahoochee  bridge  by  way  of  Sandtown.    20th  corps  will  hold  the  bridge,  and 

will  move  with  the  balance  of  the  army  provisioned  for  twenty  (20)  days. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Atlanta,  Ga,,  August  24,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
^Deral  R.  S.  Granger,  Decatur,  Alabama  : 

I  am  satisfied  the  enemy  designs  to  make  desperate  attempts  on  our  road.  I 
J*ve  your  despatch,  and  think  it  probable  Roday  is  over  there  ;  also  Glanton. 
1^0  the  best  you  can  and  keep  General  Rousseau  advised.  Cavalry  usually  do 
JJ  little  damage  to  a  road  that  it  can  be  repaired  faster  than  they  damage  it. 
Unard  well  the  vital  points,  such  as  bridges  and  tunnels,  and  when  the  enemy 
'cattere,  as  he  is  sure  to  do,  pitch  into  his  detachments. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  East  Point,  Ga.,  August  26,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 
General  H ALLEGE,  Washington: 

I  have  moved  the  20th  corps  to  the  Cbattahoocbee  bridge,  where  it  is  intrench- 
ed, and  with  the  balance  of  the  army  am  moving  for  Joneeboro',  on  the  Macon 
road.  Last  night  we  made  the  first  move  without  trouble ;  to-night  we  make  the 
second ;  and  the  third  will  place  the  army  massed  near  Fairbum.  If  Hood  at- 
tacks he  must  come  out,  which  is  all  we  ask.    All  well  thus  far. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  tJieJield,  Red  Oak,  Georgia,  August  28,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 

General  :  We  will  remain  here  to-morrow.  I  wish  the  railroad  thoroughly 
destroyed  as  far  forward  as  possible,  and  to  the  rear  until  you  meet  General 
Howard's  troops.  Let  the  destruction  be  so  thorough  that  not  a  rail  or  tie  can 
be  used  again.  My  own  experience  demonstrates  the  proper  method  to  be  to 
march  a  regiment  to  the  road,  stack  arms,  loosen  two  (2)  rails  opposite  the  right 
and  two  (2)  opposite  the  left  of  the  regiment,  then  to  heave  the  whole  track, 
rails  and  ties,  over,  breaking  it  all  to  pieces ;  then  pile  the  ties  in  the  nature  of 
crib- work,  and  lay  the  rails  over  them ;  then  by  means  of  fence-rails  make  a 
bon-fire,  and  when  the  rails  are  red-hot  let  men  give  the  rail  a  twist,  which  can- 
not be  straightened  without  machinery.  Also  fill  up  some  of  the  cuts  with 
heavy  logs  and  trunks  of  trees  and  branches,  and  cover  up  and  fill  with  dirt. 
Please  give  minute  instructions  on  this  subject  to-night,  and  have  the  work 
commenced  as  early  in  the  morning  as  possible,  taking  proper  precautions  also 
to  guard  against  attack  on  either  of  the  working  parties  or  the  general  position. 

General  Howard  has  received  similar  instructions,  and  General  Schofield 
will  be  moved  to  your  left  front 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Major  General  Thomas,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field.  Red  Oak,  Ga„  August  28,  1864—6.45  p.  m. 
General  :  Colonel  Wilson  is  here,  I  wrote  you  by  Captain  Knox.  Oui 
movement  has  been  slower  on  the  left,  on  account  of  the  proximity  to  the  enemy 
and  a  necessity  for  greater  caution.  (General  Thomas  is  in  position  ;  his  two 
corps  crossing  the  railroad  and  facing  Atlanta.  General  Schofield  still  remaina 
about  Mount  Gilead  church.  We  will  remain  on  the  road  to-morrow  and  break 
it  in  the  most  thorough  manner  possible.  General  Thomas  will  work  forward 
and  break  to  you.  I  want  you  to  do  the  best  job  of  railroad  destruction  on  rec- 
ord, using  General  Eilpatrick  to  cover  you  while  at  work,  and  to  explore  roads 
to  fbe  east,  and  make  such  reconnoissance  towards  Campbellton  as  will  be  nse- 
^l  to  us  in  the  future.  Also  fill  up  some  cuts  in  the  railroad  with  logs  and 
trees,  and  cover  with  dirt,  so  we  may  rest  perfectly  satisfied  as  regards  tl^e  use 
of  this  railroad  during  the  remainder  of  this  campaign. 
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It  ie  more  important  that  each  bar  of  iron  should  be  heated  and  twisted  than 
that  a  great  amount  of  imperfect  work  be  done ;  for  if  the  iron  can  be  used  again 
in  this  wooded  country,  ties  can  be  easily  supplied. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  Greneral  Howard,  Commanding^  ^c. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield.  Red  Oak,  Ga.,  August  29,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Commanding  Army  Cumberland  : 

I  have  seen  General  Howard.  You  will  move  to-morrow  for  Shoal  Greek 
chnrch  and  on  to  the  road  leading  from  Decatur  to  Fayetteville,  half  way  from 
Mom)w's  mill  and  the  Renfro  place  (Gouch's.)  Move  the  head  of  your  column 
by  Mrs.  Long's  place,  taking  care  to  leave  room  for  General  Schofield  to  pass 
the  8ame  point  up  towards  Morrow's-  mill.  Please  report  to  me  if  Generals 
Davis  or  Stanley  moved  towards  East  Point  far  enough  to  secure  the  road  by 
which  I  design  General  Schofield  to  move,  viz  :  from  D.  Mim's,  up  along  the 
nulroad  to  the  road  represented  as  leading  down  to  Mrs.  Long's.  General 
Howard  starts  at  7  a.  m.  I  would  like  you  to  reach  Shoal  Creek  church  as 
early  as  10  a.  m.  at  farthest,  to  cover  General  Howard's  movement,  who  will, 
if  possible,  reach  Jonesboro'  to-morrow. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Red  Oak,  August  29,  1864—8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Schofield  : 

I  have  been  down  to  General  Howard.  The  railroad  is  well  broken  down 
^anda  half  (2^)  miles  below  Fairbum,  which  is  six  (6)  miles  from  here. 
Several  cuts  are  also  filled  with  trees,  rocks,  and  earth. 

We  will  move  to-morrow  for  our  next  objective.  General  Howard  will  move 
for  Jonesboro';  General  Thomas  by  way  of  Shoal  Creek  church,  Mrs.  Long's, 
and  Coach's,  on  the  road  from  Morrow's  mill,  towards  Fayetteville.  I  want  you 
*y  cover  the  movement  with  your  two  (2)  divisions  and  the  cavalry  of  General 
p^'wrd.  It  may  be  best  for  you  to  occupy  the  parapets  made  by  Generals  Stan- 
ley And  Davis  until  your  trains  are  well  towards  Shoal  Creek  church,  and  then 
^^^  towards  any  strong  position  south  and  west  of  Morrow's  mill,  covering 
^  Decatur  road  and  in  communication  with  General  Thomas  at  Couch's.  I 
J^>i*t  know  how  far  towards  East  Point  Generals  Stanley  and  Davis  went  to- 
^7*  bat  if  you  can  I  want  you  to  gain  your  position  via  D.  Mim's  and  the  road 
^^^  by  Mrs.  Long's.  If  you  find  this  difficult,  maintain  a  defensive  position 
"11 4e  trains  are  well  out,  and  then  follow  General  Thomas's  movement  as  far 
w  Long's,  and  thence  to  the  one  described. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefieldy  Couch* s  House,  August,  31,  1864 — 8  a,  m. 
General  Halleck  : 

At  this  time  I  would  not  suggest  a  change  in  the  geographical  lines  of  th© 
departments  of  Ohio  and  Cumberland,  because  Generals  Thomas  and  Scbofield 
are  now  in  actual  battle  and  cannot  give  their  attention  to  the  necessary  details. 
I  will  see  both  of  them  to-day,  and  will  then  communicate  my  opinion. 

We  reached  the  West  Point  road  and  broke  up  twelve  miles  of  it  thoroughly, 
then  marched  on  a  big  left  wheel  for  the  Macon  road ;  General  Schofield,  on  the 
left,  aiming  for  Rough  and  Ready ;  General  Thomas's  centre  and  General  How- 
ard's right  aiming  for  Jonesboro'.  The  left  and  centre,  as  yet,  have  met 
with  little  or  no  opposition,  but  General  Howard  has  fought  two  brigades  of 
cavalry  all  the  way  from  Fairbum.  Last  night  darkness  overtook  him  with- 
in a  mile  of  Jonesboro',  having  pushed  the  cavalry  so  close  that  he  secured  the 
Flint  river  bridge. 

To-day  I  press  at  all  points,  but  expect  to  make  a  lodgement  on  the  road  at 
or  below  Jonesboro',  when  I  propose  to  swing  the  whole  army  upon  it,  and 
break  it  all  to  pieces.  I  expect  and  am  prepared  for  hard  fighting,  and  have 
the  army  well  in  hand. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Joneshorc^,  Ga.,  August  31,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

General  :  I  wish  you  would  instruct  General  Slocum  at  the  bridge  to  feel 
forward  to  Atlanta  as  boldly  as  he  can  by  the  direct  road  leading  from  the  bridge, 
and  to  send  any  cavalry  force  he  can  raise  over  towards  Decatur,  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  Advise  him  fully  of  the  situation  of 
affairs  here,  and  assure  him  that  we  will  fully  occupy  the  attention  of  the  rebel 
army  outside  of  Atlanta. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Jonesboro*,  September  1,  1864. 

General  :  In  order  that  no  doubt  may  exist  as  to  future  operations,  I  wish  your 
army  to  press  directly  after  the  enemy,  southward,  with  all  the  speed  and  vigor 
possible,  till  we  reach  Griffin,  where  I  will  make  new  orders.  I  regret  to  learn  that 
General  Stanley  remained  to-day  for  hours  on  the  railroad  awaiting  orders  when 
he  heard  firing  heavy  to  his  front  and  right.  I  may  be  in  error,  but  such  is 
reported  to  me  by  Captain  Audenreid  and  Gaptaiu  Poe.  I  knew  you  had  given 
him  orders,  and  think  we  should  not  overlooK  it.  I  don't  know  why  Stanley 
could  not  have  pushed  along  the  railroad  whilst  General  Davis  was  heavily  en- 
gaged, and  absolutely  enveloped  the  enemy  in  Jonesboro'.  Now  he  has  time  to 
fortify,  and  we  may  be  compelled  to  modify  all  our  plans.  If  General  Stanley 
lost  a  minute  of  time  when  he  should  have  been  in  action,  I  be^  you  will  not 
overlook  it,  as  it  concerns  the  Uvea  of  our  men  and  the  success  of  our  anna. 
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General  Davis's  attack,  thongh  some  hours  later  than  I  expected,  was  stil] 
spirited  and  good,  and  was  measurably  successful. 

I  snppose  now  the  rebel  General  Stewart  has  made  his  junction,  which  im- 
proves our  chances  at  Atlanta,  but  gives  us  harder  work  out  here. 

Please  renew  your  orders  to  General  Slocum  to  make  a  dash  at  Atlanta  before 
the  enemy  has  time  to  haul  off  the  artillery  and  stores. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


Hradquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  JoneshoTo\  Ga.j  September  1,  1864. 
General  :  From  reports  of  my  staff  I  think  enough  of  the  railroad  his  been 
broken,  until  we  have  conquered  the  army  now  lying  at  Jones boro*.     We  bad 

Cy  hard  fighting  with  them  this  afternoon,  and  I  think  had  all  our  force 
engaged  we  would  have  beaten  them,  but  now  Stewart's  corps  will  effect 
its  jnnction,  and  the  enemy  will  fortify.  Yet  he  may  underrate  our  strength,  and 
I  wish  you,  to-morrow  early,  to  get  over  to  the  northeast  of  Jonesboro'  and  ap- 

E roach  from  that  quarter;  and  should  the  enemy  retreat,  follow  him  with  energy, 
anging  on  his  left  flank ;  follow  roads  east  of  the  railroad  as  far  as  Griffin. 
General  Thomas  will  follow  the  railroad  substantially,  and  Howard  will  keep 
to  the  right.  1  don't  see  why  the  enemy  should  elect  to  hold  Jonesboro*  defen- 
sively, as  we  have  broken  his  road ;  so  if  you  find  him  intrenched  don't  assault, 
but  feel  below  the  town.  General  Howard  has  General  Blair's  corps  with  Kil- 
patrick's  cavalry  across  Flint  river  feeling  out  for  the  railroad  below  Jonesboro'. 
Y  70a  think  Stewart's  corps  has  passed  round  by  the  east  from  Atlanta  and 
joined  Hood  at  Jonesboro',  you  may  order  Garrard  up  to  act  with  you  around 
to  the  south  of  Jonesboro';  but  if  there  be  anything  to  our  rear,  keep  him  holding 
all  roads  by  which  Hardee  or  Hood  (both  are  now  represented  as  present)  can 
J^ive  re-enforcements  from  the  rear.  At  all  events,  call  Garrard  close  up,  that 
DC  may  be  within  reach,  if  needed,  which  will  be  the  case  if  the  enemy  retreat 
to-morrow.  His  movements  are  so  slow  that  you  had  better  send  to  him  to-night 
specific  orders. 

Now  that  the  army  is  united,  you  are,  of  course,  subject  to  no  one's  orders  but 
Diine.  But  if  fighting  occurs,  or  you  have  a  chance  to  attack,  the  orders  are 
^^ays  to  attack.    We  don't  care  about  Jonesboro',  but  we  want  to  destroy  our 


Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
^ajor  General  Schopibli», 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio, 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Jonesboro*,  Ga,,  September  1,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

General:  In  order  that  you  may  act  advisedly,  I  will  merely  state  that 

Jonesboro'  is  of  no  value  to  us,  but  we  are  now  trying  to  cripple  and  destroy 

^"6  army  now  there.     General  Thomas  will  push  him  in  the  direction  of  the 

'^road  south,  General  Schofield  will  operate  on  the  east,  and  you  on  the  west 
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of  the  railroad.  If  he  retreats,  we  will  follow  without  halt  or  delay,  if  possible, 
to  Griffin.  If  he  remains  in  Jonesboro',  we  must  envelop  him  and  destroy  his 
communications  south,  as  they  are  already  destroyed  north.  Tour  troops  are 
now  well  disposed,  and  Greneral  Blair  can  do  good  service  by  feeling  out  and 
reaching  the  railroad,  if  possible.  He  should  not  be  content  with  a  cavalry 
break,  but  one  of  some  extent,  and  well  done.  Send  word  to  Osterhaus  to  have 
his  artillery  officers  listen  for  the  cars  to-night,  and  if  heard,  to  open  artillery 
on  them  at  random. 

If  the  enemy  retreats,  I  think  you  could  make  best  progress  by  marching 
rapidly  to  Fayetteville,  and  then  toward  Griffin,  following  on  the  flanks  of  the 
enemy.  I  suppose  the  bridge  is  destroyed,  but  General  Thomas  has  a  pontoon 
train  that  could  reach  there  in  a  day.  This  train  is  at  Renfrew's,  (Renfro's,)  eight 
(8)  miles  from  Fayetteville,  from  which  there  are  several  roads  across  Flint  river, 
the  one  fulfllliug  most  conditions  being  the  one  towards  Fayetteville  station. 
Still,  if  you  can  learn  of  roads  east  of  Flint  river  that  will  be  available,  and  yet 
not  bring  you  in  contact  with  General  Thomas's  troops,  it  would  be  the  safer, 
as  all  the  army  will  then  be  together,  and  no  part  separated  by  an  impassable 
stream.  Should  the  enemy  remain  in  Jonesboro'  to-morrow  hold  your  line  as 
now,  and  give  to  General  Blair's  movements  all  the  force  you  can. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Chmmanding. 

Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Heaouuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield^  near  Lovejoy^s^  Septemher  2,  1864—8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Schofield  : 

I  have  strong  evidence  that  the  enemy  blew  up  his  magazines  and  abandoned 
the  place  of  Atlanta  to  General  Slocum.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  unnecessary  for  as 
to  go  further  at  this  stage.  I  have  parties  breaking  up  the  railroad  from  Jones- 
boro* to  our  lines,  and  to-morrow  wish  you  to  feel  for  the  McDonough  road,  so 
as  to  command  it  if  possible,  but  keep  up  strong  connexion  with  General  Stan- 
ley, and  do  not  assault  works  of  the  enemy.  If  he  gives  you  a  fair  chance 
punish  him.  I  have  couriers  back  to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  a&irB  in 
Atlanta,  and  will  be  governed  by  what  I  hear. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  Uie  field,  near  Lovejoy^a,  September  2,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Howard  : 

You  know  that  General  Garrard  reports  General  Slocum  in  possession  o^ 
Atlanta.  I  have  sent  couriers  to  learn  the  exact  truth.  If  it  be  so,  we  do  not 
care  about  pushing  the  enemy  any  further  at  tbis  time. 

Had  we  prevented  him  making  intrenchments  it  would  have  been  well,  but 
as  he  has  a  strong  line  I  do  not  wish  to  waste  lives  by  an  assault.  Ton  may, 
therefore,  order  the  skirmishers  close  up,  but  hold  your  lines  so  as  not  to  suffer 
much.  If  the  enemy  be  gone  in  the  morning,  occupy  his  lines  to  your  front, 
and  await  orders. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Oeneral  Commandimg. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  near  Lovejay's,  Ga.,  September  2,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

Until  we  hear  from  Atlanta  the  exact  truth,  I  do  not  care  about  your  pushing 
your  men  against  breastworks.  Destroy  the  railroad  well  up  to  your  lines,  keep 
ekinnishers  well  up,  and  hold  your  troops  in  hand  for  anything  that  may  turn 
np  As  soon  as  I  know  positively  that  our  troops  are  in  Atlanta  I  will  deter* 
mine  what  to  do. 

1  have  ordered  General  Schofield  to  feel  for  the  McDonough  road,  to  prevent 
le-enforcements  coming  to  the  enemy  from  that  direction. 
Youre,  &c.» 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher— By  courier  to  Atlanta.] 

Headquarters  Military  Divisiow  of  the  Mississippi, 

Li  the  field,  near  Lov€Joy*&  Station,  26  miles 

sovfh  (if  Atlanta,  September  3,  1864. 
M«\Jor  General  HallecS,  Washington,  D.  C: 

As  already  reported,  the  army  drew  from  about  Atlanta,  and  on  the  30th  had 
nutde  a  good  break  of  the  West  Point  railroad,  and  reached  a  good  position 
from  which  to  strike  the  Macon  railroad — the  right,  General  Howard,  near  Jones* 
boro';  the  left,  General  Schofield,  near  Rough  and  Ready;  and  centre.  Gen- 
eral Thotnas,  at  Couch's.  General  Howard  found  the  enemy  in  force  at  Jones* 
^w;  intrenched  his  troops,  the  salient  within  a  half  a  mile  of  the  railroad. 
Tbe  enemy  attacked  him  at  3  p.  m.,  and  was  easily  repulsed,  leaving  his  dead 
and  wounded.  Finding  strong  opposition  on  the  nght,  I  advanced  the  left  and 
centre  rapidly  to  the  railroad ;  made  a  good  lodgement,  and  broke  it  all  the  way 
from  Rough  and  Ready  down  to  Howard's  left,  near  Jonesboro',  and  by  the 
wme  movement  I  interposed  my  whole  army  between  Atlanta  and  the  part  of  the 
enemy  intrenched  in  and  around  Jonesboro'.  We  made  a  general  attack  on 
tlie  enemy  at  Jonesboro'  on  the  1st  of  September,  the  14th  corps,  General  Jeflf. 
^-  Davis,  carrying  the  works  handsomely  with  ten  (10)  guns,  and  about  a 
tbougand  prisoners.  In  the  night  the  enemy  retreated  south,  and  we  have 
flowed  him  to  another  of  his  well-chosen  and  hastily  constructed  lines,  near 
^vejoy's.  Hood,  at  Atlanta,  finding  me  on  his  road,  the  only  one  that  could 
snpply  him,  and  between  him  and  a  considerable  part  of  his  army,  blew  up  his 
^^^igazines  in  Atlanta,  and  left*  in  the  night  time,  when  the  SOth  corps.  General 
°Wam,  took  possession  of  the  place.     So  Atlanta  is  ours,  and  fairly  won. 

I  shall  not  push  much  further  on  this  raid,  but  in  a  day  or  so  will  move  back 
^  Atlanta,  and  give  my  men  some  rest. 

Since  the  5th  of  May  we  have  been  in  one  constant  battle  or  skirmish,  and 
need  rest.  Our  losses  will  not  exceed  twelve  hundred,  (1,200.)  and  we  have 
P^Beasion  of  over  three  hundred  (300)  rebel  dead,  two  hundred  and  fifty  (260) 
bounded,  and  over  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  well  prisoners. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding* 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquartbrs  Militaby  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefieldy  near  Lovejay's  Station,  September  3,  1864. 
Major  General  Slocum,  Atlanta,  Georgia : 

Have  all  the  stores  moved  forward  from  Allatoona  and  Marietta  to  Atlanta, 
take  possession  of  all  good  buildings  for  government  purposes,  and  see  they 
are  not  used  as  quarters.  Advise  the  people  to  quit  now.  There  can  be  no 
trade  or  commerce  until  the  war  is  over.  Let  Union  families  go  to  the  north 
with  their  effects,  and  "  secesh  "  families  move  on.  Cotton  must  all  go  to  Nash- 
ville as  United  States  property,  and  pretended  claimants  may  collect  testimony 
for  the  pursuit  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  after  they  reach  the  United  States 
treasury  in  money. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  nearLov^oy^s,  Ga,,  September  4,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington : 

The  20th  corps  now  occupies  Atlanta  and  the  Chattahoochee  bridges.  The 
main  army  is  now  here,  grouped  below  Jonesboro*.  The  enemy  hold  a  line 
facing  us,  witli  front  well  covered  by  parapets,  and  flanks  covered  by  Walnut 
creek  on  the  right,  and  a  confluent  of  Flint  river  on  his  left.  His  position  is 
too  strong  to  attack  in  front,  and  to  turn  it  would  carry  me  too  far  from  our 
base  at  this  time;  besides,  there  is  no  commensurate  object,  as  there  is  no  valu- 
able point  to  his  rear  till  we  reach  Macon,  one  hundred  and  three  (103)  miles 
from  Atlanta.  We  are  not  prepared  for  that,  and  I  will  gradually  fall  back  and 
occupy  Atlanta,  which  was,  and  is,  our  grand  objective  point  already  secure. 

For  the  future,  I  propose  that  of  the  drafted  men  I  receive  my  due  share, 
say  fifty  thousand  (50,000.)  That  an  equal  or  greater  number  go  to  General 
Canby,  who  should  now  proceed  with  all  energy  to  get  Montgomery,  and  the 
reach  of  the  Alabama  river,  above  Selma,  that  when  I  know  he  can  move  on 
Columbus,  Georgia,  I  move  on  La  Grange  and  West  Point,  keeping  to  the  east 
of  the  Chattahoochee ;  that  we  form  a  junction ;  repair  roads  to  Montgomery,  and 
open  up  the  Appalachicola  and  Chattahochee  rivers  to  Columbus,  and  move  from 
it  as  a  base  straight  on  Macon.  This  campaign  can  be  made  in  the  winter, 
and  we  can  safely  rely  on  the  com  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee  to  supply 
forage. 

If  the  Tensas  channel  of  the  Alabama  river  can  be  used,  General  Gardner, 
with  his  rebel  garrison,  could  continue  to  hold  Mobile  for  our  use  when  we 
want  it.  I  propose  to  move  all  the  inhabitants  of  Atlanta,  sendmg  those  com- 
mitted to  our  cause  to  the  rear,  and  the  rebel  families  to  the  front.  I  will  allow 
no  trade,  manufactories,  or  any  citizen  there  at  all,  so  that  we  will  have  the  entire 
use  of  the  railroad  back,  as  also  such  com  and  forage  as  may  be  reached  by  our 
troops. 

If  the  people  raise  a  howl  against  my  barbarity  and  cruelty,  I  will  answer 
that  war  is  war,  and  not  popularity-seeking.  If  they  want  peace,  they  and 
their  relatives  must  stop  the  war. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
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City  Point,  Va.,  September  4,  18G4— 9  p.  m. , 
Major  General  Sherman: 

I  have  just  received  your  despatch  announcing  the  capture  of  Atlanta.  In 
honor  of  your  great  victory,  I  have  ordered  a  salute  to  be  fired  with  shotted 
gune  from  every  battery  bearing*  upon  the  enemy.  The  salute  will  be  fired 
within  an  hour,  amidst  great  rejoicing. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General, 


Washington,  D.  C,  September  6,  1864 — 10.55  a.  m. 
Major  General  SHERivfAN : 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  to  you  the  following  orders  which  were 
made  Saturday  by  the  President  on  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Atlanta. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Executive  Mansion,  September  3,  1864. 
The  national  thanks  are  tendered  by  the  President  to  Major  General  W.  T. 
Sherman  and  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  command,  before  Atlanta, 
for  the  distinguished  ability,  courage,  and  perseverance  displayed  in  the  cam- 
paign in  Georgia,  which,  under  Divine  favor,  has  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
Atlanta.  The  marches,  battles,  sieges,  and  other  military  operations  that  have 
signalized  the  campaign  must  render  it  famous  in  the  annals  of  war,  and  have 
entitled  those  who  have  participated  therein  to  the  applause  and  thanks  of  the 
nation. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 
President  of  the  United  States. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  3,  1864. 
Ordered — 1.  That  on  Monday,  the  5th  day  of  September,  commencing  at  the 
nonrof  12  o'clock  noon,  there  shall  be  given  a  salute  of  one  hundred  (100)  guns  at 
^e  arsenal  and  navy  yard,  Washington ;  and  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  of  Septem- 
j^r,  or  on  the  day  adfter  the  receipt  of  this  order,  at  each  arsenal  and  navy  yard 
^  the  United  States,  for  the  recent  brilliant  achievements  of  the  fleet  and  land 
forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  and  in  the  reduction  of  Fort 
Powell,  Fort  Gaines,  and  Fort  Morgan.  The  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secre- 
^  of  the  Navy  will  issue  the  necessary  directions  in  their  respective  depart- 
"ieuts  for  the  execution  of  this  order. 

^  2.  That  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  of  September,  commencing  at  the  hour  of  12 
^lock  noon,  there  shall  be  fired  a  salute  of  one  hundred  guns  at  the  arsenal  at 
'^aahington,  and  at  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Pittsburg,  New- 
W,  Kentucky,  and  St.  Louis,  and  New  Orleans,  Mobile  and  Pensacola,  Hilton 
fl^  and  Newbem,  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  for  the  brilliant 
^nievements  of  the  army  under  command  of  Major  Greneral  Sherman,  in  the 
ptate  of  Georgia,  and  for  the  capture  of  Atlanta.  The  Secretary  of  War  will 
i8Bue  directions  for  the  execution  of  this  order. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 
President  of  the  United  States. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headuuarters  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In.thefieldf  near  Joneshoro\  Oa,,  September  6,  1864. 
General  Grant,  City  Point,  Virginia  : 

I  have  received  your  despatch,  and  will  commnnicate  it  to  the  troops  in  gene- 
ral orders.  We  are  gradaally  falling  back  to  Atlanta,  feeding  high  on  the  com- 
fieldt^  of  the  confederacy.  I  will  be  in  Atlanta  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  com- 
municate fully  with  you.  I  have  always  felt  that  you  would  personally  take 
more  pleasure  in  my  success  than  in  your  oWn,  and  I  reciprocate  the  feeling  in 
its  fullest  extent. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Hradquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Jonesboro\  September  6,  1864* 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Washington,  D,  C.  : 

I  have  just  received  your  telegram,  and  shall  announce  it  to  the  whole  army, 
preceded  by  the  expression  :  "  The  general  commanding  announces  to  the  army 
with  pride  and  satisfaction,"  and  followed  by  "  all  corps,  regiments,  and  batteries 
may,  without  further  notice,  inscribe '  Atlanta'  on  their  colors."  We  are  moving 
back  to  Atlanta  slowly,  making  good  use  of  the  cornfields,  which  oar  animals 
needed,  and  to  prevent  a  boast  of  the  enemy  that  we  were  in  a  hurry.  I  have 
burned  a  good  deal  of  cotton,  but  will  save  enough  to  pay  the  expense  of  the 
salute. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 
HBADQtJARTBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  TUB  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta^  Qa.,  September  8,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington  t 

General  Thomas  is  in>  and  his  troops  are  now  grouping  about  Atlanta.  (Gene- 
ral Schofield  has  also  arrived,  and  has  gone  to  place  his  troops  in  Decatur.  I  have 
not  yet  heard  from  General  Howard,  but  suppose  him  to  be  at  East  Point.  I 
have  just  ridden  to  see  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  lines,  which  are  very  strong,  and 
demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  our  mode  and  manner  of  attack. 

I  have  but  little  news  of  Wheeler,  except  that  last  night  General  Steedman 
was  at  Athens,  Alabama,  and  Wheeler  was  supposed  to  be  crossing  the  Tennea- 
see,  towards  the  south,  about  Lamb's  ferry.  Generals  Rousseau,  Granger,  and 
Steedman  have  enough  troops  to  handle  Wheeler,  and  I  suppose  the  railroad 
will  soon  be  repaired.  We  have  enough  stores  for  a  month,  and  I  feel  no  un- 
easiness on  that  score ;  yet  if  necessary  I  can  send  some  troops  to  the  rear.  I 
telegraphed  you  yesterday  that  you  could  use  General  A.  J.  Smith,  as  proposed, 
to  act  against  Price  in  Missouri.  We  are  well,  and  have  no  doubt,  after  a  short 
rest,  will  be  impatient  again  to  sally  forth  in  search  of  adventure. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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[Cipher.] 

Hkadquartbrs  Military  Divtsion  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  iheJUUy  Atlanta,  Go.,  September  8,  1864. 
General  Wbbstbr,  Ntuhville: 

Don't  let  any  citizens  come  to  Atlanta,  not  one.  I  won't  allow  trade  or  man- 
ufactnres  of  anj  kind,  bat  will  remove  idl  the  present  population,  and  make  At- 
lanta a  pore  military  town.    Give  public  notice  to  this  effect. 

Greneral  Thomas's  army  is  now  in  and  arouni  Atlanta ;  General  Howard  at 
East  Point,  and  General  Schofield  at  Decatur.  I  want  Wheeler  cleaned  oat» 
the  roads  repaired,  and  everything  to  the  rear  made  right  Send  forward  pay- 
masters. If  the  Sanitary  Commission  have  stores,  let  them  be  s^t  to  the  agent 
at  Chattanooga,  whence  we  can  draw  as  fast  as  we  need. 

Hood's  army  retreated  towards  Macon,  but  will,  I  suppose,  halt  about  Griffin. 
I  was  unprepared  to  follow  below  Lovejoy's,  twenty-eight  (28)  miles  south  of 
Atlanta,  for  we  have  been  fighting  constantly  since  about  the  7  th  of  May,  and 
the  men  need  rest  and  quiet.  Our  last  move  was  beautiful  and  perfectly  suc- 
cessful, as  you  observe  from  our  occupation  of  the  famous  Atlanta.  We  have 
already  found  nineteen  (19)  guns,  and  others  are  being  found  daily.  At  Jones- 
bon>',at  the  battle,  we  took  two  four  (4)  gun  batteries,  and  in  the  whole  move  have 
near  three  thousand  (3,000)  prisoners.  We  killed  about  five  hundred  (500)  at 
Jonesboro',  and  wounded  about  twenty-five  hundred  (2,500.)  Our  entire  loss 
einoe  beginning  the  movement  will  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  (1,500.) 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga,,  September  9,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington: 

All  oar  troops  are  now  in  position,  comfortable  and  well.  In  a  day  or  two  I 
^  haye  telegraphic  communication  from  Roswcll  round  to  Sandtown,  and  can 
act  promptly.  A  few  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  followed  us  from  Rough  and 
R^j,  and  last  evening  General  Hood  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  asking  to  exchange 
pnsoners.  I  have  about  two  thousand  (2,000)  in  hand,  and  will  exchange  if  he 
vill  make  a  fair  deal.  I  have  sent  out  my  inspector  general  to  confer  and  agree 
and  to  make  arrangements  for  the  exodus  of  citizens.  I  am  not  willing  to  have 
Atlanta  encumbered  by  the  families  of  our  enemies ;  I  want  it  a  pure  Gibraltary 
•nd  will  have  it  so  by  the  first  of  October. 

I  thmk  Generals  Rousseau  and  Steedman  are  stirring  Wheeler  up  pret^  well, 
ttd  I  hope  they  will  make  an  end  of  him,  as  Gillen  has  of  Morgan.  I  have 
<*dcred  renewed  activity,  and  to  show  no  mercy  to  guerillas  or  railroad  break- 
*"•  It  makes  a  world  of  difference  if  "  my  bull  gores  your  ox  or  your's  mme." 
Weather  beautiful,  and  all  things  seem  bright. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tht  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  10,  1864. 
General  Canby,  New  Orleans : 

I^espatch  of  29th  received.    I  got  Atlanta  by  a  couple  of  eood  moves.    You 
B^iceeeaed  at  Fort  Morgan  sooner  than  I  expected.    We  must  have  the  Alabama 
13  • 
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river  now  and  also  the  Appalachicola  at  the  old  arsenal,  and  np  to  Colombiu. 
My  line  is  so  long  now  that  it  is  unpossible  to  protect  it  against  cavalry  raids ; 
bat  if  we  can  get  Montgomery  and  Columbus,  Greorgia,  as  bases  in  connexion 
with  Atlanta,  we  have  Georgia  and  Alabama  at  our  feet  You  ought  to  have 
more  men,  and  it  is  a  burning  shame  that  at  this  epoch  we  should  need  men,  for 
the  north  is  full  of  them.  They  can  raise  a  political  convention  any  time  of  fifty 
to  one  hundred  thousand  (50,000  to  100,000)  men,  and  yet  they  pretend  they 
cannot  give  us  what  we  want.  But  keep  at  it,  and  I  only  want  to  express  my 
idea  that  I  would  not  bother  with  the  city  of  Mobile,  which  will  simply  absorb 
a  garrison  for  you,  but  would  use  the  Tensas  channel,  and  notify  Greneral  Gard- 
ner, of  the  rebel  army,  to  maintain  good  order,  &c.,  in  the  now  useless  streets  of 
Mobile. 

I  will  be  ready  to  sally  forth  again  in  October,  but  ought  to  have  some  assu- 
rance that,  in  case  of  necessity,  I  can  swing  into  Appalachicola  or  Montgomery 
and  find  friends. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.  1 


City  Point,  ViRoiNrA, 

September  10,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

As  soon  as  your  men  are  properly  rested  and  preparations  can  be  made,  it  is 
desirable  that  another  campaign  should  be  commenced. 

We  want  to  keep  the  enemy  continually  pressed  to  the  end  of  the  war.  If 
we  give  him  no  peace  while  the  war  lasts,  the  end  cannot  be  far  distant.  Now 
that  we  have  all  of  Mobile  bay  that  is  valuable,  I  do  not  know  but  it  will  be 
the  best  move  for  Major  General  Gauby's  troops  to  act  upon  Savannah,  whilst 
you  move  on  Augusta.     I  should  like  to  hear  from  you,  however,  on  this  matter. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 


[Cipher.] 


Hbaduuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Atlanta,  September  10  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Greneral  Grant,  City  Point: 

I  have  your  despatch  of  to-day.  My  command  need  some  rest  and  pay. 
Our  roads  are  also  broken  back  near  Nashville,  and  Wheeler  is  not  yet  disposed 
of.  Still,  I  am  perfectly  alive  to  the  importance  of  pushing  our  advantage  to 
the  utmost.  I  do  not  think  we  can  afford  to  operate  further,  dependent  on  the 
railroad,  it  takes  so  many  men  to  guard  it,  and  even  then  it  is  nightly  broken  by 
the  enemy's  cavalry  that  swarms  about  us.  Macon  is  distant  one  hundred  and 
three  miles  (103)  miles,  and  Augusta  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  (175)  miles. 
If  I  could  be  sure  of  finding  provisions  and  ammunition  at  Augusta  or  Golambos, 
Georgia,  I  can  march  to  Milledgeville  and  compel  Hood  to  give  up  Augasta  or 
Macon,  and  could  then  turn  on  the  other.  The  country  will  afford  forage  and 
many  supplies,  but  not  enough  in  any  one  place  to  admit  of  a  delay.  In  scat- 
tering for  forage  we  have  a  great  many  men  picked  up  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
If  you  can  manage  to  take  the  Savannah  river  as  high  as  Augusta,  or  the  Ohat- 
tahooche  as  far  np  as  Columbus,  I  can  sweep  the  whole  State  of  Georgia  ;  oth- 
erwise I  would  risk  our  whole  army  by  going  too  far  from  Atlanta. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  ifa>r  General 
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Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldt  Atlanta^  September  12,  1864. 
General  A.  J.  Smith,  Cairo,  Illinois  : 

I  have  been  trying  for  three  months  to  get  you  and  Mower  to  me,  but  am 
headed  off  at  every  turn.  General  Halleck  asks  for  you  to  clean  out  Price. 
Can't  you  make  a  quick  job  of  it  and  then  get  to  me  ?  Your  command  belongs 
to  me  and  is  only  loaned  to  help  our  neighbors,  but  I  fear  they  make  you  do  the 
lion's  share.  However,  do  as  General  Halleck  orders,  and  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble come  to  me.    All  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 


In  the  field,  Atlanta,  September  12,  1864. 
General  Grant,  City  Point,  Virginia: 

I  have  Macon  papers  of  the  10th  and  1 1th.  Dick  Taylor  is  in  command  of 
the  department,  including  Mobile  ;  Forrest  and  his  men  have  reached  Mobile. 
All  well  here.  The  exodus  of  people  is  progressing,  and  matters  coming  into 
vhape.  1  will  have  all  official  reports  of  Uie  campaign  in  and  off  for  Washing- 
ton by  the  15th. 

I  don't  understand  whether  yoiVL  propose  to  act  against  Savannah  direct  from 
Fort  Pulaski,  or  by  way  of  Florida,  or  from  the  direction  of  Mobile.  If  you  can 
take  Savannah  by  a  sudden  coup-de-main,  it  would  be  valuable.  The  enemy  is 
evidently  concentrating  all  his  Mississippi  force  at  Mobile,  and  Hood  is  about 
L)vejoy'B  Station  watching  me,  apprehensive  of  big  raids. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  September  12,  1864. 
General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C, : 

I  do  not  think  I  need  at  this  time  cavalry  horses  in  undue  proportion ;  I  have 
loBt  faith  in  «avalry  raids,  and  our  men  take  bad  care  of  their  animals.  There 
M  a  large  abundance  of  forage  in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  independent  col- 
'"ww  of  cavalry  might  operate  by  a  circuit  from  one  army  to  another  and  de- 
stroy the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  is  more  to  be  feared  by  us  than  their  infantry. 
•^  soon  as  General  Grant  determines  for  me  the  next  move  on  the  chess-board, 
I  will  estimate  the  number  I  will  want,  and  in  the  mean  time  would  not  ask 
nwre  than  a  fair  proportion  for  remount.  Wheeler  might  have  been  utterly  de- 
^yed  if  we  had  had  more  cavalry  in  Tennessee,  but  that  is  now  too  late.  In  the 
fctie  we  will  have  to  use  cavalry  offensively,  and  trust  to  the  enemy's  com- 
fidds  for  forage.  Our  road  is  repaired  and  bringing  forward  supplies,  but  I 
doubt  its  capacitv  to  do  much  more  than  feed  our  teams  and  artillery  horses. 
ADwell. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  September  12,  1864. 
CrESERAL :  I  have  yours  of  to-day.    You  asked  to  exchange  prisoners,  and  I 
consented  as  far  as  those  which  remained  in  my  hands  and  this  side  of  Ghatta- 
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noogm.  These  I  wHl  exchange  in  the  manner  stated,  and  not  odienrise.  As 
jou  eomld  not  know  those  of  our  men  whose  tenns  of  eerviee  hare  expired,  1  au- 
thorized Colonel  Warner  to  say  I  would  receive  any  number  taken  of  this  army 
between  certain  dates — saj  the  last  two  thousand— or  in  any  other  single  period  ; 
but  as  a  matter  of  business  1  offered  terms  that  could  not  be  misunderstood. 

You  have  not  answered  my  proposition  as  to  the  men  ^  captured  in  Atlanta 

who  are  soldiers  of  the  confederate  army,  detailed  on  extra  duty'*  in  the  shops. 

I  think  I  understand  the  laws  of  cirilixed  nations,  and  the  "  customs  of  war ;" 

but  if  at  a  loss  at  any  time,  I  know  where  to  seek  for  infbnnation  to  refiresh  my 

memory. 

If  you  win  give  our  prisoners  at  Andersonrille  a  little  more  elbow-room,  and 
liberty  to  make,  out  of  the  abundant  timber,  shelter  for  themselres,  as  also  a  fair 
^lowance  of  food  to  enable  them  to  live  in  health,  they  will  ask  nothing  more 
until  such  time  as  we  will  provide  for  them. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  J.  B.  Hood, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Confederate  Army. 


Headquarters  Military  DiTisfbx  op  the  Mrssissippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  13,  1865. 

General  :  I  enclose  you  a  couple  of  rebel  papers  of  September  9th  and  13th, 
which  contain  articles  I  would  have  you  and  Mr.  Stanton  to  read.  In  the  lat- 
ter you  will  find  General  Hood  has  published  my  letter  about  moving  the  people 
of  Atlanta  and  his  answer.  You  will  observe  he  characterizes  this  removal  in 
somewhat  harsh  terms,  and  I  feel  sure  he  has  made  his  answer  public  before  it 
went  to  the  Richmond  government,  as  is  required  by  their  official  usage.  He 
has  therefore  appealed  to  the  public  as  a  demagogue,  and  hopes  to  make  capital. 
Of  course  he  is  welcome,  for  the  more  he  arouses  the  indignation  of  the  south- 
em  masses,  the  bigger  will  be  the  pill  of  bitterness  they  will  have  to  swallow. 
The  people  of  Atlanta  are  going,  and  we  will  have  the  place  for  military  uses, 
and  not  have  to  engage  in  a  ceaseless  wrangle  every  time  we  need  a  house  or 
site  for  a  battery.  The  present  rebel  line  would  require  a  garrison  of  thirty 
thousand  (30,000)  men,  whereas  we  must  contract  it  to  the  vital  points,  viz., 
the  railroad  and  necessary  storehouses,  all  of  which  can  be  embracea  in  a  circle 
of  quarter  the  radius  ;  and  requiring  less  than  a  sixth  part  of  that  number.  I  can't 
use  this  line  of  reasoning  to  a  people  who  have  no  right  to  gain  such  a  clue  to 
our  future  plans  and  purposes.  At  some  future  time  I  will  submit  to  you  the 
entire  correspondence  oetween  General  Hood  and  myself  on  this  subject,  as  also 
of  the  special  exchange  of  prisoners,  not  yet  concluded  ;  and  at  the  present  I 
send  you  only  my  reply  to  his  insinuations  of  unprecedented  cruelty  towards  the 
families  of  a  *'  brave  people,''  which  I  hardly  expect  he  will  publish.  If  his  is 
widely  circulated  it  might  abo  be  well  to  let  the  southern  papers  get  mine  through 
northern  channels. 

I  will  have  all  my  official  reports  in  by  the  15th,  which  will  dispose  of  the 
past  and  leave  us  free  to  think  of  and  prepare  for  the  future  ;  and  now  I  will 
only  renew  the  expression  of  the  hope  that  our  ranks  will  soon  be  replenished 
by  a  liberal  supply  of  recruits. 
YouiB  tmlyy 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Halleck,  Washington. 
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Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  15,  1864. 
General  Hallbce,  Wiuhingtan,  D.  C  : 

Mj  report  is  done,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  I  get  a  few  more  of  the 
sabordinate  reports.  I  am  awaiting  a  courier  from  General  Grant.  All  well, 
and  troops  in  fine,  healthy  camps,  and  supplies  coming  forward  finely. 

Governor  Brown  has  disbanded  his  militia  to  gather  the  com  and  sorghum  of 
the  State.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  ho  and  Stevens  want  to  vbit  me,  and 
I  have  sent  them  a  hearty  invitation. 

I  will  exchange  two  thousand  (2,000)  prisoners  with  Hood,  bnt  no  more. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Creneral  Commanding.  V 


[Cipher.] 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

September  17.  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

Your  despatch  of  the  10th  has  just  been  received.  The  operations  you  sug- 
gest have  been  in  contemplation,  and  preparations  are  now  in  progress.  I  think 
1  can  give  you  the  assurance  that  you  will  find  friends  in  Mobile.  If  the  trouble 
in  Arkansas  river  should  be  soon  ended,  how  far  east  of  that  will  depend  upon 
the  re-enforcements  that  can  be  spared  for  this  command. 

E.R.  S.CANBY. 
Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  17,  1864. 
I^resident  Lincoln,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

I  will  keep  the  department  fully  advised  of  all  developments  as  connected 
"*ith  the  subject  in  which  you  feel  interested. 

A  Ur.  Wright,  former  member  of  Congress  from  Bome,  Georgia,  and  a  Mr. 
^g»  of  Marietta,  are  now  going  between  Governor  Brown  and  myself.  I  have 
■■id  that  some  of  the  people  of  Georgia  are  now  engaged  in  rebellion,  begun  in 
•rorand  perpetuated  in  pride,  but  that  Georgia  can  now  save  herself  from  the 
ievaBtation  of  war  preparing  for  her  only  by  withdrawing  her  quota  out  of  the 
f^nfederate  army,  and  aiding  me  to  expel  Hood  from  the  borders  of  the  State  ; 
^  wbich  event,  instead  of  desolating  the  land  as  we  progress,  I  will  keep  our 
^n  to  the  high  roads  and  commons,  and  pay  for  the  com  and  meat  we  neea  and 

I  am  fully  conscious  of  the  delicate  nature  of  such  assertions,  but  it  would  be 
•niagnificent  stroke  of  policy  if  I  could,  without  surrendering  a  foot  of  ground 
^  of  principle,  arouse  the  latent  enmity  to  Davis  of  Georgia. 

The  people  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  Mr.  Stevens  was  and  is  a  Union  man 
ft  heart,  and  they  feel  that  Jeff.  Davis  will  not  trust  him,  or  let  him  have  a  share 
in  hia  government. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga„  September  19,  1864. 
General  :  Your  messenger  has  not  yet  arrived.  Things  remain  sf^tu  quo. 
Most  of  the  inhabitants  are  gone,  and  I  am  exchanging  two  thousand  (2,000) 
prisoners  with  Hood  on  a  special  exchange,  with  the  understanding  that  I  get 
an  equal  number  of  my  own  men  back,  whom  I  can  put  right  away  to  duty. 
He  raised  the  question  of  humanity,  but  I  am  not  to  be  moved  by  such  tricks 
of  the  enemy.  I  have  taken  high  ground  with  Hood  on  purpose.  A  deserter 
just  in  says  Stewart's  corps  is  moving  back  to  Macon  with  a  view  of  going  to 
Virginia.  I  have  ordered  one  of  my  female  scouts  from  New  Orleans  to  Au- 
«kpBta,  and  will  send  some  out  from  here,  and  give  you  prompt  notice  of  any  of 
Hood's  army  going  east.  I  can  quickly  bounce  him  out  of  Lovejoy's,  but  think 
him  better  there,  where  I  can  watch  him,  than  further  off.  I  await  the  arrival  of 
your  messenger  with  impatience.  All  well,  but  large  numbers  of  our  men  and 
officers  are  being  discharged,  time  out,  and  we  must  have  recruits. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Paint,  Virginia. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  20,  1864. 

Major  General  0.  0.  Howard,  East  Point: 

General  Thomas  will  send  two  of  Garrard's  brigades  to  Kilpatrick,  and  order 
him  to  feel  well  down  toward  Fayetteville  and  Lovcjoy's.  Support  him,  if 
necessary,  only  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  truce  and  to  discover  what  Hood 
is  about.  I  will  have  spies  to-night  at  Macon  to  watch  which  way  he  goes.  I 
think  he  will  move  back  to  Macon  and  send  some  men  to  Richmond. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  20, 1864. 
General  Grant,  City  Point: 

Colonel  Porter  is  just  come,  and  I  have  read  your  letter  with  much  interest. 
I  will  send  east  my  official  reports,  and  write  more  fully  by  Colonel  Porter.  In 
the  mean  time  all  is  well,  and  I  can  watch  your  movements  with  interest.  I 
hear  that  General  Sheridan  is  now  fighting. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  20,  1864. 
Hon.  E,  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Thank  you  for  the  appointment  of  Captain  Goverdale.    I  hope  General  Sher 
idan  will  give  Early  a  good,  hard  fight. 
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I  think  Hood  is  moying  from  Lovcjoj's,  bat  cannot  yet  form  an  intelligent 
guess  as  to  the  direction  he  will  take.'  I  will  have  some  spies  in  his  camp  to- 
night, and  have  ordered  Kilpatrick  to  feel  his  flanks  about  Fayetteyille. 

Everything  continues  well  wixh  us. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Atlanta^  Ga.,  September  21,  1864. 
General:  Yours  of  the  20th  instant,  asking  me  to  treat  as  a  prisoner  of  war 
W.  C.  Glover,  company  H,  fourth  Tennessee  regiment  of  cavalrv,  employed  as 
a  Bcout  by  your  authority,  and  who  is  said  to  have  been  capturea  by  me,  and  is 
about  to  be  executed  at  Chattanooga  as  a  spy  or  bushwhacker  is  received. 

I  confess  I  know  nothing  about  the  matter  at  all,  but  I  will  at  once  proceed 
to  find  out  the  facts  and  communicate  them  to  you  as  early  as  possible ;  but  I 
can  relieve  any  undue  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  Glover  by  assuring 
them  that  no  one  can  be  executed  by  us  without  a  full  and  fair  record  trial  by  a 
Bwora  tribunal,  at  which  the  prisoner  is  always  allowed  to  have  his  witnesses 
and  counsel. 

Since  you  left  our  service  some  few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  laws  of 
Congress  and  the  powers  of  reviewing  officers  of  courts-martial.  The  act  of 
Apr3  10,  1806,  dehning  spies  and  their  punishment,  is  materially  modified  by 
that  of  February  13,  1862.  Also,  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  December 
24, 1861,  the  commanding  general  of  a  division,  or  separate  (detached)  brigade, 
can  assemble  a  general  court-martial ;  but  in  case  of  the  sentence  of  death,  the 
case  mnst  be  reviewed,  and  the  necessary  order  be  given  by  the  officer  command- 
ing the  army  in  the  field  or  department  to  which  the  division  or  brigade  belongs, 
General  George  H.  Thomas  commands  the  department  in  which  Chattanooga 
lies,  and  has  the  review  of  all  such  cases,  and  you  must  know  that  ho  wotdd 
never  order  the  execution  of  an  innocent  man. 

I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  a  scout  regularly  detailed  may  push  his  oper- 
ations so  as  to  make  him  a  spy.  If  found  lurking  around  the  "  fortifications, 
encampments,  posts,  quarters,  or  headquarters  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,"  he  would  clearly  fall  within  the  meaning  of  the  laws 
«nd  be  liable  to  the  penalty  of  death. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN.  Major  General. 
General  J.  B.  Hood, 

Commanding  Confederate  Force*. 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Atlanta^  Georgia,  September  20,  1864. 

^BiiBRAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  at  the  hands  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Porter,  of  your  staff,  your  letter  of  September  12,  and  accept  with 
"•nks  the  honorable  and  kindly  mention  of  the  services  of  this  army  in  the 
P^t  cause  in  which  we  are  all  engaged. 

I  Bend  by  Colonel  Porter  all  official  reports  which  are  completed,  and  will  in 
*  few  days  submit  a  list  of  names  which  I  deem  worthy  of  promotion. 

I  think  we  owe  it  to  the  President,  to  save  him  the  invidious  task  of  election 
among  a  vast  number  of  worthy  applicants,  and  have  ordered  my  army  com- 
J^ders  to  prepare  their  lists  with  great  care,  and  to  express  their  preferences, 
"•^  upon  claims  of  actual  capacity  and  services  rendered.  These  I  will  con- 
Bohdate  and  submit  in  such  a  form  that  if  mistakes  are  made  they  will  at  leaat 
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be  sanctioned  by  the  best  contemporaneonB  evidence  of  merit,  for  I  know  tbat 
Tacanciee  do  not  exist  eqnal  in  number  to  that  of  the  officers  that  reallj  deserre 
promotion. 

As  to  the  future,  I  am  pleased  to  know  your  army  is  being  steadily  re-enforced 
by  a  good  class  of  men,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  on  until  you  have  a  force  that  is 
numerically  double  that  of  your  antagonist,  so  that  with  one  part  yon  can 
watch  him,  and  with  the  other  you  can  push  out  boldly  from  your  left  flank, 
occupy  the  South- Side  railroad,  compel  him  to  attack  you  in  position,  or  accept 
battle  on  your  own  terms. 

We  ought  to  ask  our  country  for  the  largest  possible  armies  that  can  be 
raised,  as  so  important  a  thing  as  the  self-existence  of  a  great  nation  should  not 
be  left  to  the  fickle  chances  of  war. 

Now  that  Mobile  is  shut  out  to  the  commerce  of  our  enemy,  it  calls  for  no 
further  effort  on  our  part  unless  the  capture  of  the  city  can  be  followed  by  the 
occupation  of  the  Alabama  river  and  the  railroad  down  to  Columbus,  Greorgia, 
when  that  place  would  be  a  magnificent  auxiliary  to  my  further  progress  into 
Georgia ;  but  until  Greneral  Canby  is  much  re-enforced,  and  until  he  can  more 
thoroughly  subdue  the  scattered  armies  west  of  the  Mississippi,  I  suppose  that 
much  cannot  be  attempted  as  against  the  Alabama  river  and  Columbus,  Georgia. 

The  utter  destruction  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  is  of  importance  only 
in  connexion  with  the  necessity  of  cutting  off  all  foreign  trade  to  our  enemy, 
and  if  Farragut  can  get  across  the  bar,  and  the  move  can  be  made  quick,  I 
suppose  it  will  succeed.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear 
river,  I  anticipate  more  difficulty  in  getting  the  heavy  ships  across  the  bar  than 
in  reaching  the  town  of  Wilmington ;  but  of  course  the  soundings  of  the  channel 
are  well  known  at  Washington,  as  well  as  the  draught  of  his  iron-clads,  so  that 
it  must  be  demonstrated  as  feasible,  or  else  it  would  not  be  attempted.  If  sue- 
cessful,  I  suppose  that  Fort  Caswell  will  be  occupied  and  the  fleet  at  once  sent 
to  the  Savannah  river.  Then  the  reduction  of  the  city  is  the  only  question. 
It  once  in  our  possession,  and  the  river  open  to  us,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  cross 
the  State  of  Georgia  with  sixty  thousand  (60,000)  men,  hauling  some  stores 
and  depending  on  the  country  for  the  balance.  Where  a  million  of  people  find 
subsistence  my  army  won't  starve;  but,  as  you  know,  in  a  country  like  Georgia, 
with  few  roads  and  innumerable  streams,  an  inferior  force  could  so  delay  an 
army  and  harass  it,  that  it  would  not  be  a  formidable  object,  but  if  the  enemy 
knew  that  we  had  our  boats  on  the  Savannah  I  could  rapidly  move  to  MiUedge- 
ville,  where  there  is  abundance  of  com  and  meat,  and  1  could  so  threaten 
Macon  and  Augusta  that  he  would  give  up  Macon  for  Augusta ;  then  I  would 
move  to  interpose  between  Augusta  and  Savannah,  and  force  him  to  give  me 
Augusta,  with  the  only  powder  mills  and  factories  remaining  in  the  south,  or  let 
us  have  the  Savannah  river.  Either  horn  of  the  dilemma  would  be  worth  a 
battle.  I  would  prefer  his  holding  Augusta,  as  the  probabilities  are,  for  then, 
with  the  Savannah  river  in  our  possession,  the  taking  of  Augusta  would  be 
a  mere  matter  of  time.     This  campaign  would  be  made  in  winter. 

But  the  more  I  study  the  game  the  more  am  I  convinced  that  it  would  be 
wrong  for  me  to  penetrate  much  further  into  Georgia  without  an  objective 
beyond.  It  would  not  be  productive  of  much  good.  I  can  start  east  and  make 
a  circuit  south  and  back,  doing  vast  damage  to  the  State,  but  resulting  in  no 
permanent  good ;  but  by  mere  threatening  to  do  so  I  hold  a  rod  over  the 
Georgians,  who  are  not  over-loyal  tO  the  south.  I  will  therefore  give  my 
opinion  that  your  army  and  Canby 's  should  be  re-enfarced  to  the  maximum ;  that 
after  you  get  Wilmington  you  strike  for  Savannah  and  tlie  river ;  that  General 
Canby  be  instructed  to  hold  the  Mississippi  river,  and  send  a  force  to  get  Co- 
lumbus, Georgia,  either  by  way  of  the  Alabama  or  Appalachicola;  and  that  I 
keep  Hood  employed  and  put  my  army  in  fine  order  for  a  march  on  An^oBta, 
Columbus,  ana  Charleston ;  so  lie  ready  as  soon  as  Wilmington  is  sealed  as  to 
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eommerce,  and  the  citj  of  Savannah  is  in  onr  posseBsion.  I  think  it  wiH  he 
fonnd  that  the  moyements  of  Price  and  Shelbj  west  of  the  Mississippi  are  mere 
dlTeraions.  Thej  cannot  hope  to  enter  Missouri  save  as  raiders,  and  the  truth 
10,  General  Rosecrans  should  be  ashamed  to  take  mj  troops  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. If  you  will  secure  Wilmington  and  the  citj  of  Savannah  from  your 
centre,  and  let  Greneral  Canby  have  the  Mississippi  river  and  west  of  it,  I  will 
send  a  force  to  the  Alabama  and  Appalachicola,  provided  you  give  me  one 
Londred  thousand  (100,000)  of  the  drafted  men  to  fill  up  my  old  regiments  ; 
and  if  you  will  fix  a  day  to  be  in  Savannah,  I  will  insure  our  nosscssion  of 
Haeoo  and  a  point  od  the  river  below  Augusta.  The  possession  or  the  Savan- 
uh  river  is  more  than  fatal  to  the  possibility  of  a  southern  independence. 
Tliej  may  stand  the  fall  of  Richmond,  but  not  of  all  Georgia. 

I  will  have  a  long  talk  with  Colonel  Porter,  and  tell  him  everything  that  may 
oeenr  to  me  of  interest  to  you. 

In  the  mean  time  know  that  I  admire  your  dogged  perseverance  and  pluck 
more  than  ever.  If  you  can  whip  Lee  and  I  can  march  to  the  Atlantic,  I 
think  Uncle  Abe  will  give  us  a  twenty  days'  leave  of  absence  to  see  the  young 

Yours  as  ever, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
lieutenant  Grenoral  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commander-in-chiefy  City  Pointy  Va. 


[Bj  telegraph.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  AclantUt  Ga.,  September  21,  1864. 
lieutenant  General  Grant,  City  Point,  Virginia  : 

lieutenant  Colonel  Porter  will  start  back  in  the  morning  and  will  bring  you 
™11  answer  to  your  letter,  also  all  my  oflScial  reports  of  the  past.  I  prefer  that 
general  Canby  and  a  part  of  Farragut's  fleet  should  continue  to  threaten  Mobile 
^1  but  not  attempt  its  capture ;  that  a  small  force  with  gunboats  ascend  the 
4PP^chicola  to  the  arsenal,  and  up  to  Columbus  if  possible ;  that  you  take  the 
QtJ  of  Savannah  by  a  covp-de-main,  at  the  same  time  or  soon  after  your  active 
noTements  about  Petersburg  and  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river.  Savannah  in 
^  possession  and  boats  at  liberty  to  work  up  the  Savannah  river,  I  am  willing 
^  start  for  Augusta  in  the  manner  I  propose  in  my  letter  of  last  night,  whicn 
^lonel  Porter  will  bring.  I  beg  you  to  give  my  personal  congratulations  to 
^eridan,  and  my  earnest  hope  that  he  will  push  Early  back  on  Lynchburg, 
^e  can't  do  much  up  the  Tennessee  and  Virginia  valley.  It  is  too  long. 
Barbridge  will  attempt  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  salt-works  about 
Abingdon,  from  Kentucky  and  Ejioxville.  Schofield  has  gone  to  Knoxville  to 
^e  the  arrangements.    All  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga„  Septetnber  21,  1864. 
^jor  General  0.  0.  Howard,  East  Point: 

lie  general  wishes,  if  possible,  that  you  put  some  persons  on  the  track  of 
^^  and  find  out  where  he  is  going.  He  has  been  trying  to  get  out  persons 
^iQ  here,  but  does  not  succeed  in  finding  any  person  that  is  worth  much  or 
idiabk. 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide^e  Camp. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  t^Jield,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  21,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Magnificent  from  Grcneral  Sheridan,  and  his  succees  will  have  an  effect  all 
over  the  country. 

Hood  is  falling  back  from  Lovejoj's,  bat  I  will  not  follow  him  now,  but  will 
watch  his  motions  with  my  cavalry.  I  write  very  fully  to  Greneral  Grant  by  a 
special  aide  to-day.  He  will  bring  my  report  to  Washington.  My  information 
from  the  interior  of  Georgia  is  all  favorable  to  our  cause.  I  send  copies  of  your 
despatch  about  Sheridan  to  General  Hood  with  my  compliments,  but  I  know  it 
does  not  afford  **  comfort  to  the  enemy." 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


[Cipber.l 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Atlanta,  Qa.,  September  21,  1S64. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Washington,  D*  C: 

In  my  despatch  of  to-day  I  reported  that  Hood  was  falling  back.  Reports 
just  in  seem  to  indicate  that  he  has  shifted  from  the  Macon  road,  at  Lovejoy's, 
over  to  the  West  Point  road,  about  Palmetto  station,  where  his  men  are  intrench- 
ing.   I  will  watch  him,  as  I  do  not  see  what  he  designs  by  this  movement. 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga,,  September  22,  1864. 
General:  My  latest  authentic  information  from  Anderson  ville  is  to  the  12th« 
and  from  what  I  learn,  our  prisoners  of  war  confined  there,  and  being  removed 
to  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Miilen,  need  many  articles  which  we  possess  in 
Baperfluity,  and  can  easily  supply  with  your  consent  and  assistance,  such  aa 
ahirts  and  drawers,  socks,  shoes,  soap,  candles,  combs,  scissors,  &c 

If  you  will  permit  me  to  send  a  train  of  wagons,  with  a  single  officer  to  go 
along  under  a  flag  of  truce,  I  will  send  down  to  Lovejoy's  or  Palmetto  a  train 
of  wagons  loaded  exclusively  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  or  fifteen  thousand 
(15,000)  of  each  of  these  articles,  and  a  due  proportion  of  soap,  candles,  &c 
under  such  restrictions  as  you  may  think  prudent  to  name. 

I  would  like  to  have  my  officer  go  along  to  issue  these  things,  but  will  have 
no  hesitation  in  sending  them  if  you  will  simply  promise  to  have  them  con- 
veyed to  the  places  where  our  prisoners  are  and  have  them  fairly  distributed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  J.  B.  Hood, 

Commanding  Confederate  Army,  Palmetto  Station. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi* 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  22,  1864. 
Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  September  14  is  received,  and  I  assure  you  the  tomr 
pliments  you  have  lavished  on  me  makes  me  fear  that  my  services  and  abilities 
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are  oreirated.    I  don't  want  to  be  elevated  an  inch  more  than  I  can  sustain 
mjselfi  for  pride  will  have  its  fall. 

The  condition  of  the  prisoners  at  Andersonville  has  always  been  present  to 
my  mind,  and  could  I  have  released  them  I  would  have  felt  more  reu  satisfac- 
tion than  to  have  won  another  battle.  Greneral  Stoneman's  trip  was  partly  for 
that  purpose,  and  I  fear  it  failed  partially  because  the  general  took  a  road  east 
of  Ocmulgee,  instead  of  west,  as  I  contemplated  and  ordered.  I  have  frequent 
messages  from  them,  and  have  sent  word  to  the  men  to  be  of  good  cheer,  that 
the  day  of  their  deliverance  was  approaching;  but  I  now  think  that  Jeff.  Davis 
is  removing  them  to  Charleston,  Savannsm,  and  a  point  on  the  Macon  and 
Savannah  road,  at  Milieu,  where  a  branch  puts  off  for  Augusta.  My  last  es- 
caped prisoner  left;  Andersonville  on  the  12th,  at  which  date  many  train-loads 
had  gone  off  eastward,  and  this  reduction  of  the  number  will  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  balance. 

I  am  now  engaged  in  exchanging,  with  Qencral  Hood,  a  couple  thousand 
of  prisoners,  but  this  is  confined  to  Uie  last  two  thousand  captured  from  my 
armj,  who,  of  course,  are  not  in  as  bad  condition  as  those  who  have  been 
longer  confined.  During  the  few  days  that  must  expire  before  the  papers  are 
completed,  I  will  have  occasion  to  write  to  General  Hood,  and  will  ofier  to  send 
down  some  fifty  or  sixty  tons  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries ;  but  I  doubt  if 
he  will  consent.  These  confederates  are  as  proud  as  the  devil,  and  hate  to  con- 
fess poverty,  but  I  know  they  are  really  unable  to  supply  socks,  drawers, 
Tmdershirts,  scissors,  combs,  &c.,  which  our  men  need  more  than  anything  else 
to  preserve  cleanliness  and  health.  Should,  however,  he  assent,  I  will  telegraph 
yon  to  send  me  such  articles  as  we  do  not  have  on  hand,  and  will  give  credit  to 
jonr  commission  for  all  I  obtain.  This  appears  to  me  die  best  manner  in  which 
I  can  carry  out  your  humane,  patriotic,  and  most  worthy  object. 
With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  your  Mend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

James  E.  Yateman, 

President  Western  Sanitary  Commission,  St.  Louis,  Mo, 


Headquartebs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  24,  1864. 
wneral  Howard,  East  Point  : 

I  have  no  doubt  Hood  has  resolved  r^  throw  himself  on  our  flanks  to  prevent 
^accmnulating  stores,  &c.,  here,  trusting  to  our  not  advancing  into  Oeor^ia. 
°pi&e  cavalry  got  possession  of  Athens  yesterday.  I  think  I  will  send  a 
^vision  from  Thomas  to  Bridgeport,  and  the  balance  of  the  one  you  have  at 
ff^f  viz :  Corse,  so  as  to  act  in  case  the  enemy  puts  himself  up  west  of  the 
Coosa.    Let  Corse  get  all  ready. 

W.  T.  SHERIVLA.N,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga,,  September  24,  1864. 
^eral  Howard,  East  Point : 

Ton  may  order  General  Corse  to  proceed  to  Rome  by  cars,  and  there  unite 
his  division  against  any  force  that  may  attempt  to  threaten  Bridgeport  from  the 
^*^tion  of  Gadsden.  Let  them  march  up  to-morrow  and  take  cars  in  the 
CTening,    The  whole  division  will  rejoin  us  before  we  take  the  field. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Oeneral  Commandiiitg) 
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[Ciplier.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  25.  1864. 

General  :  Hood  seems  to  be  moving  as  it  were  to  the  Alabama  line,  leaving 
open  to  roe  the  road  to  Macon  as  also  to  Augusta,  but  his  cavalry  is  bnsj  on 
oar  roads.  A  force,  namber  estimated  as  high  as  eight  thousand,  (8,000,)  are 
reported  to  have  captured  Athens,  Alabama,  as  also  a  regiment  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  (35Q)  sent  to  their  relief.  I  have  sent  Newton's  division  up  to  Chatta- 
nooga in  cars,  and  will  send  another  division  to  Rome.  If  I  was  sure  that  Sa- 
vannah would  soon  be  in  our  possession,  I  would  be  tempted  to  make  for  Mil- 
ledgeville  and  Augusta,  but  I  must  secure  what  I  have. 

Jeff.  Davis  is  at  Macon« 


Creneral  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. 


W.  T,  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi* 

In  the  yield,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  26,  186i. 
General  :  I  have  re-enforced  my  line  back  as  far  as  Chattanooga,  bat  in 
Middle  Tennessee  we  are  weak,  on  account  of  the  number  of  regiments  oot 
of  time.    I  would  like  to  have  any  regiments  in  Indiana  or   Ohio  sent  to 
Nashville,  or  recruits  would  do. 
Jeff.  Davis  is  on  a  visit  to  Hood  at  Palmetto. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 
Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  0. 


[Cipher.] 

City  Point, 

September  26,  1864 — 10  a.m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

It  will  be  better  to  drive  Forrest  from  Middle  Tennessee  as  a  first  8tep» 
and  do  anything  else  that  you  may  feel  your  force  sufficient  for.  When  a 
movement  is  made  on  any  part  of  the  sea-coast,  I  will  advise  you.  If  Hood 
goes  to  the  Alabama  line,  will  it  not  be  impossible  for  him  to  subsist  his  army  f 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  26,  186i. 
General  :  I  have  your  despatch  of  to-day.  I  have  already  sent  one  division 
((General  Newton)  to  Ghattanooe;a,  and  another  (Gorse)  to  Rome.  Our  armiea 
are  much  reduced ;  and  if  I  send  back  much  more,  I  will  not  be  able  to  threaten 
Georgia  much.  There  are  men  enough  to  the  rear  to  whip  Forrest,  but  they  axe 
necessarily  scattered  to  defend  the  road. 
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Can  70a  expedite  the  sending  to  Nashville  of  the  recraits  that  are  in  Indiana 
and  Ohio  ?  They  could  occupy  the  forts.  Hood  is  now  on  the  West  Point 
road,  twenty-four  miles  south  or  this,  and  draws  his  supplies  by  that  road.  Jeff. 
Davis  is  there  to-day,  and  superhuman  efforts  will  be  made  to  break  my  road. 
Foireat  is  now  lieutenant  general,  and  commands  all  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

lieat  General  U.  8.  Gbant,  CUy  Point. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldt  Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  26,  1864. 

Obiieral  :  (General  Newton's  division  is  now  at  Chattanooga,  and  General 
Cone  at  Rome.  We  can  defend  our  roads  below  Bridgeport,  and  General 
Granger  and  the  eunboats  can  protect  those  from  Decatur  to  Stevenson. 
BouBsiBau  should  coUect  all  the  force  he  can  and  move  straight  for  Pulaski  and 
Florence.  Gail  forward  from  Kentucky  any  troops  that  can  be  spared  there, 
•nd  hold  all  that  come  from  the  rear  till  Forrest  is  disposed  of.  Caution  Rous- 
MM  to  unite  his  movable  force,  and  not  let  it  be  picked  up  in  detail.  Recruits 
•bould  now  be  coming  forward  fast.  Ask  Rosecrans  for  me  if  he  cannot  spare 
A.  J.  Smith,  and  explain  to  him  that  he  may  be  needed.  I  wanted  him  for  this 
▼07  contingency,  which  I  foresaw.  U^e  my  name  and  concentrate  at  Nashville 
tU  the  men  you  can.  Recall  Generals  Steedman  and  Schofield  if  you  know 
where  they  are. 

The  policy  should  be,  small  but  well-commanded  bodies  in  the  block-houses 
•nd  a  movable  force  to  act  straight  against  Forrest,  who  must  scatter  for 
ibnge. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

General  J.  D.  Webster,  Nashville. 


[Cipher.] 

City  Point, 
September  26, 1864—6  30  p.  m. 
Uijor  General  Sherman  : 

Je£  Davis  was  at  Richmond  on  last  Thursday.  This  I  think  is  beyond 
^bt  I  have  evidence  that  General  Sheridan's  victory  has  created  the  greatest 
eoiuternation  and  alarm  for  the  safety  of  the  city.  I  will  give  them  another 
^e  before  the  end  of  the  week. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  27,  1864. 

Gbxkral  :  Jeff.  Davis  was  certainly  at  Macon  on  the  23d,  for  he  made  a 
^^  significant  speech,  which  is  given  at  length,  and  which  I  ordered  to  be  tel- 
^P^hed  as  far  as  Louisville. 

foQest  has  burnt  the  bridges  over  Elk,  near  Athens,  but  I  think  General 
B^^^eau  can  keep  him  off  the  Chattanooga  road.  Still  all  recruits  should  be 
'^  to  Nashville  with  despatch. 

W.  T,  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

iMt  Oeneial  U.  S.  Grant,  City  FoinU 
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[Cipher.] 

Washington,  D.  C, 

September  21  y  1864 — 9  a,  m. 
Major  General  Shrrman  : 

You  Bay  Jeff.  Davis  is  on  a  visit  to  General  Hood.    I  judge  that  Brown  and 
Stephens  are  the  objects  of  his  visit. 

A.  LINCOLN, 

President  Untied  States, 


[Cipher.] 

City  Point,  Virginia, 

September  27,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

It  is  evident  from  the  tone  of  the  Richmond  press,  and  all  other  sources,  that 
the  enemy  intend  making  a  desperate  effort  to  drive  you  from  where  you  are. 
I  have  directed  all  new  troops  from  the  west,  and  from  the  east,  too,  if  necessary, 
if  none  are  ready  in  the  west,  to  be  sent  to  you.  If  General  Burbridge  is  not  too 
far  on  the  way  towards  Abingdon,  I  think  he  had  better  be  recalled,  and  his  sur- 
plus troops  sent  into  Tennessee. 

U.  S.  GRAl>lT,Lieutenant  Geiurdl. 


[Cipher.] 

City  Point,  Virginia, 

September  27,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  directed  all  recruits  and  new  troops  from  all  the  western  States  to  be 
sent  to  Nashville  to  receive  their  further  orders  from  you.  I  was  mistaken 
about  Jeff.  Dyvis  being  in  Richmond  on  Thursday  last ;  he  was  then  on  his  way 
to  Macon. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  28,  1864. 
General  :  I  will  send  up  the  road  to-night  aaother  division,  and  want  you 
to  call  forward  from  the  rear  all  you  can  get,  so  as  to  make  a  movable  column. 
Ask  General  Tower  to  take  charge  of  the  forts,  and  distribute  the  men. 

Bring  close  in  all  the  camps,  especially  those  of  the  13th  regulars,  and  assign 
each  detachment  to  its  post  I  will  send  General  Thomas  to  Stevenson  to  operate 
on  Forrest's  rear. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
General  J.  D.  Webster, 

Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga..  September  28,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  General  Howard.    I  think  that  a 
movement  of  all  our  cavalry  not  actually  on  picket  should  be  made  rapidly  on 
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Garrollton,  to  interrnpt  any  coramunication  from  Hood's  army,  at  Palmetto,  with 
liis  cavalry  over  about  the  Tennessee.  After  striking  Oarrollton,  it  should  move 
boldly  up  towards  Hood's  army,  and  then  draw  back  to  Sandtown. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 


[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartbks  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  28,  1864. 
Preaident  Lincoln,  Washington,  D,  C: 

I  have  positive  knowled^  that  Mr.  Davis  made  a  speech  at  Macon  on  the 
22d,  which  I  mailed  to  Greneral  Halleck  yesterday.  It  was  bitter  against 
Johnson  and  Governor  Brown.  The  militia  is  on  furlough.  Brown  is  at  Mil- 
ledgeville,  trying  to  get  a  legislature  to  meet  next  month,  but  he  is  afraid  to  act 
unless  in  concert  with  other  governors.  Judge  Wright,  of  Rome,  has  been  here, 
and  Messrs.  Hill  and  Nelson,  former  members  of  Congress,  are  also  here  now, 
and  vill  go  to  meet  Wright  at  Rome,  and  then  go  back  to  Madison  and  Milledge- 
▼ille.  Great  efforts  are  being  made  to  re-enforco  Hood's  army  and  to  break  xip 
my  railroad,  and  I  should  have  at  once  a  good  reserve  force  at  Nashville.  It 
would  have  a  bad  effect  if  I  am  to  be  forced  to  send  back  any  material  part  of 
mj  anny  to  guard  roads,  so  as  to  weaken  me  to  an  extent  that  I  could  not  act 
offensively  it*  the  occasion  calls  for  it. 

W.  T.  SHERMAM, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga„  September  28,  1864. 

General  :  Tour  despatch  is  just  received.  I  send  back  to  Stevenson  and 
^herd  General  Thomas  to  look  to  Tennessee,  and  have  ordered  a  brigade 
<if  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  up  to  Eastport,  and  the  cavalry  across  to  that  place 
nom  Uemphis,  to  operate  against  the  flank  of  any  force  going  into  Tennessee  by 
^1  of  the  fords  near  Florence.  I  want  Appalachicola  arsenal  t^ken,  also 
Savannah;  and  if  the  enemy  does  succeed  in  breaking  up  my  roads,  I  can  fight  my 
^y  across  to  one  or  the  other  place ;  but  I  think  it  better  to  hold  on  to  Atlanta 
™  strengthen  to  my  rear,  and  therefore  am  glad  you  have  ordered  troops  to 
^'ashville.  Forrest  has  got  into  Middle  Tennessee,  and  will,  I  feel  certain,  get 
wi  my  main  road  to-night  or  to-morrow;  but  I  will  guard  well  from  this  back  to 
Chattanooga,  and  tmst  to  troops  coming  up  from  Kentucky  to  hold  Nashville 
«nd  forward  to  Chattanooga. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 

I^eut  General  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  29, 1864. 
Gbxeral  :  I  have  your  letter  of  September  27,  and  have  telegraphed  to 
°^'  Louis  for  combs,  scissors,  &c.,  and  as  soon  as  received,  I  will  make  up  a 
™tt  lor  Griffin,  loaded  with  articles  for  our  prisoners  of  war,  and  send  it  in 
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charge  of  an  officer,  to  be  turned  over  to  one  of  jonrs,  with  invoices  complete 
and  blank  rolls  for  iseue.  I  will  give  you  notice  prior  to  starting  the  train.  I 
will  see  the  prisoners  who  are  in,  and  learn  from  them  more  minntelr  the  wants 
of  our  men,  and  make  the  invoice  accordingly,  but  it  will  not  exceed  the  quantity 
he&ae  stated. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
General  J.  B.  Hood, 

Commanding  Confederate  Army,  Palmetto, 


Headqoartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Atlanta,  Ga„  September  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  Send  me  all  the  shirts,  fine  combs,  and  scissors  for  cutting  hair,  you  can 
spare  for  our  prisoners  south.  I  will,  on  their  receipt,  send  them  out  under  an 
agreement  with  General  Hood.  I  would  like  to  get  twelve  hundred  (1,200)  fine 
combs  and  four  hundred  (400)  scissors.  Our  commissary  can  supply  soap  and 
candles,  and  the  quartermaster  has  shoes,  socks,  and  under-clothing. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GeneraL 
Mr.  James  E.  Yatbman, 

Sanitary  Commission,  St.  Louis. 


Hbadquartbrs  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

September  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 
The  indications  are  that  Hood  is  moving  across  the  Chattahoochee. 

0.  0.  HOWARD, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  28,  1864. 
General  :  You  cannot  be  too  particular  about  Allatoona  and  about  the  Pump- 
kin Vine.     It  is  reported  Houd  is  about  passing  the  Chattahoochee  to  the  west, 
and  I  will  watch  him,  and  see  if  he  will  cross  over  to  the  Selma  road,  or  try  to 
get  on  to  our  road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

«  Major  GeneraL 
General  John  E.  Smith,  CartersoilJe. 


New  Orleans, 
August  29,  1864,  via  Cairo,  September  9,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  of  the  17th  has  just  reached  me.  The  reduction  of  Fort  Mor- 
gan was  necessary  in  order  to  secure  the  ingress  and  egress  of  heavy  yeaaelB. 
It  was  handsomely  done,  but  the  fort  is  greatly  injured.  I  have  a  reserve  of 
twelve  thousand  men  up  the  river  to  watch  Kirby  Smith.  I  do  not  tUnk  he 
can  cross  in  any  force  without  being  discovered  in  time  to  prevent  it,  but  I  can* 
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not  use  this  force  against  Mobile  and  prevent  the  passage.  The  route  you  sug- 
gest has  been  considered,  and  with  twenty  thousand  men  we  could  control  the 
Alabama  river  from  Mobile  to  Montgomery.  Major  General  Frederick  Steele  is 
losing  a  good  many  men  by  expiration  of  service,  and  I  cannot  draw  any  from 
him.  I  asked  some  time  ago  that  all  the  troops  that  could  be  spared  from  the 
west,  and  were  not  required  for  your  army,  should  be  sent  to  Memphis.  I  will 
keep  the  army  about  Mobile  uneasy,  and  will  act  against  the  city  and  river  the 
moment  I  can  gather  a  sufficient  force. 

E.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartrrs  Military  Divisiox  op  the  Mississippi, 

//*  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga,,  September  29,  1864. 
General  H.  W.  Hallbck,  WaMngton,  D.  C  .- 

I  have  now  eflfected  the  actual  exchange  of  two  thousand  (2,000)  prisoners 
of  my  own  army.  General  Stoneman  will  be  here  to-morrow,  and  Colonel 
Harrison  is  already  in.  Our  prisoners  have  been  moved  from  Andersonville  to 
Savannah,  Milieu,  and  Charleston ;  any  change  will  be  for  the  better.  I  have 
agreed  with  Hood  to  send  to  Griffin,  to  be  forwarded  to  our  prisoners,  a  supply  of 
clothing,  soap,  combs,  &:c.;  the  latter  will  be  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion, and  the  former  by  the  quartermaster.  I  take  it  for  granted  Forrest  will 
cut  our  road,  and  I  think  we  can  prevent  his  making  a  serious  lodgement ;  his 
cavalry  will  travel  a  hundred  miles  in  less  time  than  ours  will  ten.  I  have  sent 
two  divisions  up  to  CiiatUinooga,  and  one  to  Rome,  and  General  Thomas  started 
to-day  to  clear  out  Tennessee,  but  our  road  should  be  watched  from  the  rear, 
and  I  am  glad  General  Grant  has  ordered  rescrv^es  for  me  to  Nashville.  I  pre- 
fer for  the  future  to  make  the  movement  on  Milledgeville,  MLllen,  and  Savannah 
river.  Hood  now  rests  twenty-four  miles  soutli,  his  left  on  the  Chattahoochee, 
and  his  riglit  on  the  West  Point  road.  He  is  removing  tlie  iron  of  the  Macon 
road.     I  can  whip  his  infantry,  but  his  cavalry  is  to  be  feared. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga,,  SejUember  30,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  pretty  clear  information  that  Hood  has  a  part  of  hiei 

infantry  across  the  Chattahoocliee,  twenty -four  miles  south  of  usf  and  it  may  be 

alL    I  know  that  desperate  efforts  will  be  made  to  render  our  roads  useless. 

Yorrest  is  in  Middle  Tennessee,  but  I  think  will  have  his  hands  full,  for  I  have 

sent  up  two  divisioDB  of  Thomas,  and  Thomas  went  up  himself  yesterday. 

1  may  have  to  make  some  quick  counter  moves  east  and  southeast.    Keep  your 

folks  ready  to  send  baggage  into  Atlanta  and  to  start  on  short  notice.     Make 

your  preparations  quietly  without  attracting  any  notice.     There  are  fine  com 

Wid  potato  fields  about  Covin^n  and  the  Ocmulgee  bottoms.     We  are  well 

supplied  with  bread,  meat,  &c.,  but  forage  is  scarce  and  may  force  us  to  strike 

ottt.    If  we  make  a  counter  move  I  will  go  out  myself  with  a  large  force,  and 

take  such  a  route  as  will  supply  us,  and,  at  the  same  time,  make  Hood  recall 

"»e  whole  or  part  of  his  army. 

Yours,  &C.9 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
General  Cox,  Decatur,  Georgia. 
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Lome,  September  30, 1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  judge  is  here,  waiting  for  the  two  gentlemen.  He  reports  Hood's  army 
across  the  Chattahoochee — a  portion  at  Villa  Rica ;  all  moving  on  Blue  moun- 
tain.    Their  cavalry  at  Carrollton. 

JNO.  M.  CORSE,  Brigadier  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Atlanta^  Ga,f  September  30,  1864. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas,  Chattanooga : 

Your  despatch  is  received.  I  have  notified  all  army  commanders  to  stop 
furloughs.  Give  orders  to  keep  the  telegraph  line  via  Knoxville  and  Cumber- 
land Gap  in  good  order.  There  is  no  doubt  some  of  Hood's  infantry  is  across 
the  Chattahoochee,  but  I  don't  think  his  whole  army  is  across.  If  he  moves 
his  whole  force  to  Blue  mountain,  you  watch  him  from  the  direction  of  Steven- 
son, and  I  will  do  the  same  from  Rome,  and  as  soon  as  all  things  are  ready  I 
will  take  advantage  of  his  opening  to  me  all  of  Georgia. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Marietta,  September  30,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Deserters  and  citizens  report  the  following:  Hood  with  his  army  in  three 
columns  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  on  Sunday  last  at  Campbell  ton,  and  above 
and  below.  Citizens  on  their  line  of  march  told  them  that  the  soldiers  (rebel) 
said  they  were  going  to  Rome.  I  have  sent  scouts  in  that  direction,  and  will 
soon  hear  from  there.     All  quiet  here. 

J.  McARTHUR,  Brigadier  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Chattanooga,  September  30,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

My  latest  news  up  to  10  a.  m.  is,  that  Forrest  was  at  Lynchburg,  and  Mil- 
Toy's  scouts  reported  that  they  heard  some  of  Forrest's  officers  say  that  they 
would  attack  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  to-day,  and  destroy  it 
north  as  they  did  the  other.  I  am  getting  Morgan's  troops  arranged,  and  hope 
he  will  reach  there  to-night.  If  Forrest  does  not  break  the  road  to-day,  I 
hope  it  will  be  secure  by  to-night.  Granger's  information  confirms  Milroy's  as 
to  Forrest's  position  last  night.  I  have  heard  from  Rousseau  at  Wartrace; 
his  cavalry  to  his  front  and  right  observing  Forrest's  movements.  He  also 
reports  Forrest  at  Lynchburg,  (Lynville.) 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 
HEAI>aUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  30,  1864, 
General:  I  have  yours  and  Rousseau's  despatches.    Try  and  make  a 
junction  with  Rousseau.     I  suppose  Forrest  will  manage  to  break  the  road  to- 
night; but  leave  defensive  garrisons,  and  posh  right  at  hun  with  as  kearj  « 
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force  as  yon  can  get,  and  as  soon  as  possible.  He  won't  figlit,  bnt  infantry 
can  dog  him.  Take  provisions  and  forage  of  the  towns  and  people,  and  replace 
them  idfter  the  work  is  done.  If  you  can  turn  him  towards  Lamb's  Ferry, 
Granger  should  make  a  redoubt,  covering  the  ford,  and  hold  him  in  check  until 
the  infantry  can  get  up.  We  will  never  have  a  better  chance  at  him  than  now. 
I  will  watch  Hood  here. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
General  G.  H.  Ti|OMAS, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

October  1,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  folio  wing  just  received.  0.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major  General. 

"  Memphis,  September  28,  1864. 
"  Forrest  made  a  speech  at  Tupelo  on  the  16th  instant,  and  told  his  men  he 
was  going  to  Middle  Tennessee  to  operate  on  Sherman's  communications,  and 
promised  that  he  would  compel  Sherman  to  evacuate  Georgia  within  sixty  days ; 
also  promised  all  the  horses  they  wanted.  On  the  20th  he  was  at  Cherokee, 
near  the  Tennessee,  with  most  of  his  command.  He  probably  has  about  five 
thousand  (5,000)  men.  A  small  force  has  crossed  the  Tennessee  lower  down. 
Staff  officer  from  you  has  not  arrived.  The  information  in  regard  to  Forrest  is 
entirely  reliable.  You  are  aware,  I  suppose,  that  I  am  now  weak.  All  the  16th 
corps  has  gone,  the  oue-hundred-day-men  gone,  and  nearly  half  of  my  cavalry 
sent  after  Price  and  Shelby,  and  one  regiment  to  St.  Louis. 

"  C.  C.  WASHBURNE, 

"  Major  General" 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga„  October  1,  1864. 
General  6.  H.  Thomas,  Chattanooga : 

Hood  has  evidently  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  to  tlie  west,  but  has  not  gone 
to  Blue  mountain.  Kilpatrick,  on  the  Sweetwater,  reports  he  could  hear  drums 
at  reveille.  There  is  too  much  ostentation  in  this  move  of  Hood's,  and  he  may 
attemp  to  swing  his  cavalry  on  our  road.  I  have  ordered  General  Garrard  over 
to  Powder  Springs.  I  will  watch  him  close.  Make  as  quick  work  with  For- 
rest ae  you  can,  and  get  back  to  co-operate  with  me. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.]  • 

Chattanooga,  October  1,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

General  Granger  reported  last  evening  from  Huntsville  that  the  enemy  had  ap- 
peared before  Huntsville,  and  had  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  town.  He  had 
DO  doubt  but  that  he  could  hold  the  place,  but  asked  for  re-enforcements,  aa  ke 
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did  not  have  force  enough  to  assume  the  offensive.  I  have  sent  General  Mor- 
n^au's  division  to  him  this  morning.  1  hear  from  General  Rousseau,  who  says 
he  has  sent  General  Milroy  with  Calver's  brigade  to  Decherd  with  instructions 
to  send  out  cavalry  scouts,  and  to  report  promptly  anything  of  interest.  Main 
cavalry  force  has  been  ordered  to  Winchester,  with  instructions  to  pu?h  out 
scouting  parties  on  all  roads  west  of  railroad.  From  the  best  information,  he 
does  not  believe  the  enemy  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Tullahoma  or  Decherd.  The 
operator  at  Decherd  reports  an  engine  in  from  the  tunnel,  and  all  is  quiet  there. 
No  excitement  and  no  signs  of  the  enemy.  The  indications  are  that  the  road  is 
clear  to  Nashville.  I  am  just  about  sending  out  a  construction  train  for  Nash- 
ville to  test  the  road,  and  see  if  all  is  right.  I  will  start  the  trains  through 
again. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga,,  October  1,  1864. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Cirj/  Point  : 

Hood  is  evidently  on  the  west  side  of  Chattahoochee,  below  Sweetwater.  If 
he  tries  to  get  on  my  road  this  side  of  the  Etowah  I  shall  attack  him;  but  if  he  goes 
on  to  the  Selma  and  Talladega  road,  why  would  it  not  do  for  me  to  leave  Ten- 
nessee to  the  forces  which  Thomas  has,  and  tlie  reserves  soon  to  come  to  Nash- 
ville, and  for  me  to  destroy  Atlanta,  and  then  march  across  Georgia  to  Savannah 
or  Charleston,  breaking  roads  and  doing  irreparable  damage?  We  cannot  re- 
main on  the  defensive. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


[Cipher.  J 

Headquartres  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

]n  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  1,  1864. 
Generals  Howard  and  Cox  : 

I  have  not  yet  heard  from  General  Grant  as  to  my  proposed  campaign ;  but  it 
is  well  for  you  to  bear  in  mind  that  if  Hood  swings  over  to  the  Alabama  road, 
and  thence  tri^s  to  get  into  Tennessee,  I  may  throw  back  to  Chattanooga  all  of 
General  Thomas's  men  as  far  down  as  Kingston,  and  draw  forward  all  else,  send 
back  all  cars  and  locomotives,  destroy  Atlanta,  and  make  for  Savannah  or 
Charleston,  via  Milledgeville  and  Millen.  If  Hood  aims  at  our  road  this  side  of 
Kingston,  and  in  no  manner  threatens  Tennessee,  I  will  have  40  turn  on  him. 

Keep  these  things  to  yourselves.  The  march  I  propose  is  less  by  two  hun- 
dred (200)  miles  than  I  made  last  fall,  and  less  than  I  accomplished  in  Febru- 
ary, and  we  could  make  Georgia  a  break  in  the  confederacy  by  ruining  both 
east  and  west  roads,  and  not  running  against  a  single  fort  until  we  get  to  the 
sea-shore  and  in  communication  with  our  ships. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  1,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
General  G.  H.  Thomas,  Chattanooga : 

I  have  your  despatch  of  noon.     Use  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  matters 
north  of  the  Tennessee  river.    If  I  can  induce  Hood  to  swing  acrosB  to  Blue 
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monntian,  I  shall  feel  tempted  to  start  for  Milledgeville,  Millen,  and  Savannah 
or  Charleston,  absolutely  destroying  all  Georgia,  and  taking  either  Savannah 
or  Cbarleston.  In  that  event  I  would  order  back  to  Chattanooga  everything 
the  other  side  of  Kingston,  and  bring  forward  all  else,  destroy  Atlanta  and 
the  bridge,  and  absolutely  scour  the  southern  confederacy.  In  that  event  Hood 
would  be  puzzled,  and  would  follow  me  ;  or  if  he  entered  Tennessee,  he  could 
make  no  permanent  stay.  But  if  he  attempts  the  road  this  side  of  Kingston 
or  Rome,  I  will  turn  against  him.  Forrest  will  not  attack  our  fortfl — that  is 
manifest — but  will  try  and  get  possession  of  Decatur.  All  the  infantry  and 
cavalry  not  in  forts  or  block-houses  should  be  directed  against  him  by  roads — 
8ay  the  Shelbyville  pike  and  Fayetteville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Divrsiox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  1,  1864. 
General  Corse,  Rajne : 

General  Hood  has  evidently  crossed  a  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  his  army 
across  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Chattahoochee,  below  Sweetwater.  His  soldiers 
think  he  is  going  for  Blue  mountain ;  I  think  not.  He  may  attempt  to  get  on  our 
road  this  side  of  Allatoona  or  near  Cassville.  If  at  the  latter,  hold  fast.  If  you 
hear  of  bim  this  side  of  Allatoona,  leave  a  small  force  to  guard  the  bridge  across 
Ooatanaula,  and  join  your  forces  to  General  John  E.  Smith's,  and  act  against 
Hood  from  Allatoona.  I  will  employ  him  from  this  quarter.  He  cannot  tarry 
long,  and  will  expose  his  flanks  and  trains,  which  should  be  harassed.  We 
have  more  than  a  month's  provisions,  and  a  large  well-appointed  ariny,  and  can 
operate  from  this  point.  General  Grant  has  ordered  large  reserves  to  Nashville, 
and  General  Thomas  is  there  to  manage  them. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  2,  1864. 
^jor  General  Ho w a  r  d  : 

To-morrow  General  Garrard  will  feel  well  out  beyond  Powder  Springs,  and  I 
J^^t  Ransom  to  develop  the  nature  of  the  force  at  Shadna.  Tell  him  to  use 
"W  skirmish  line  and  supports  in  front,  and  feel  the  flank  towards  the  west  as 
though  interposing  between  Sliadna  and  the  river.  General  Cox  will  have  a 
oiviaion  down  to  Flat  Rock.  General  Thomas  reported  to-day  that  Forrest  had 
^e  hia  appearance  at  Huntsville,  and  he  had  sent  General  Morgan's  division 
"^ere.    The  road  and  telegraph  to  Nashville  in  good  order  yet. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  2,  1864. 
^jor  General  Howard,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 

There  is  a  flood  in  the  Chattahoochee,  which  has  damaged  our  railroad  bridget 
^^  will  of  course  carry  away  any  of  Hood's  bridges.  I  want  that  reconnois- 
Bance  poshed  out  boldly.   As  soon  as  it  reaches  Fairbam  let  me  know,  aa  I  T&abj 
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push  it  on  to  the  rear  of  their  bridge.  All  the  valuable  part  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  is  over  beyond  Sweetwater,  and  we  can  do  them  damage  on  this  side 
now.  The  same  cause  which  produced  the  rise  in  the  Chattahoochee  will  afifect 
the  Tennessee,  and  Forrest  will  be  in  danger  with  a  swollen  river  to  his  rear. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Marietta,  October  2,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Rebels  driven  off  and  quiet  restored  ;  have  three  cars  burned ;  road  being  re- 
paired ;  casualties  not  yet  reported.  Citizens,  coming  in  for  protection,  report 
that  Hood  was  to  encamp  near  Grey's  mills  to-night.  They  also  report  that 
an  attack  will  be  made  on  Ackworth  or  Allatoona ;  afterwards  Rome.  In  the 
event  of  a  repulse  they  will  report  by  Blue  mountain,  Jacksonville,  and  Selma. 

J.  McARTHUR, 

Brigadier  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  2,  1864. 
General  Howard,  Present : 

Let  Ransom  come  in  slowly;  and  if  the  enemy  approach,  sally  out  and  attack 
him  fiercely. 

General  Davis  will  be  in  close  support.  I  will  then  throw  General  Stanley 
across  the  Chattahoochee,  and  be  prepared  to  put  our  whole  force  in  motion,  to 
interpose  between  Hood  (who  may  attempt  to  mash  our  road  about  Marietta) 
and  his  bridges  at  Oampbellton.  Be  prepared  to  send  in  all  your  trains  to  At- 
lanta, and  to  follow  General  Stanley.  I  would  attack  this  corps  in  position,  but 
presume  it  is  strongly  intrenched. 
I  am,  &c., 

W  .T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Li  the  field,  Atlanta,  Oa,,  October  2,  1864. 
General  D.  S.  Stanley: 

Move  your  command,  with  orders  for  your  wagons  to  follow  with  ten  (10)  days* 
rations,  to  Chattahoochee  bridge,  and  in  the  direction  of  Marietta  as  far  as  the 
rebel  intrenchments  about  Smyrna  camp-ground.  Open  communication  with 
General  Elliott,  who  is  over  towards  the  Sweetwater  and  Nose's  creek,  and  com- 
municate with  me  promptly  all  matters  of  importance  by  telegraph  from  the 
bridge. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  2,  1864. 
General  Cox,  Decatur,  Georgia : 

Make  all  preparations  to  send  into  Atlanta  tents  and  baggage  and  to  start 
for  Chattahoochee  bridge  on  short  notice.  Send  word  and  recall  that  division 
at  Flat  Rock.  Hood  has  evidently  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  with  two  corps, 
and  left  one  on  this  side  of  the  Chattahoochee  river,  near  CampbeUton.  I  pro- 
pose to  attack  the  force  on  the  other  side. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  Gemeral. 
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Headquarters  Military  Divisrox  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  fhejield,  Atlanta,  Ga,,  October  3,  1864. 
Major  Gen.  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  ComnCdg  \^th  Corps,  near  Atlanta : 

Move  your  two  (2)  divisions  by  the  nearest  practicable  route  to  the  railroad 
bridge,  cross  above,  and  move  on  the  left  of  General  Stanley,  about  the  old  rebel 
line  at  Smyrna  camp-ground,  or  RufTs  Station,  looking  to  the  west.  If  the  re- 
connoissance  in  progress  to-day  confirms  present  appearances,  we  will  have  to 
strike  the  enemy  over  between  that  point  and  Dallas.  Have  your  wagons  to 
follow  you  only  to  the  old  rebel  lines  west  of  the  bridge.  Cross  your  men  ahead 
of  General  Stanley's  wagons,  but  his  wagons  will  have  precedence  of  yours. 
GeDcral  Stanley  passed  here  about  7  a.  m. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefield,  Atlanta,  Ga..  October  3,  1864. 
General  Corse,  Rome : 

Hood  is  meditating  some  plan  on  a  large  scale.  One  corps  is  intrenched  below 
Cambellton  and  two  corps  are  across  below  Sweetwater,  about  Powder  Springs. 
I  send  Generals  Stanley  and  Davis  over  to-day,  and  may  follow  to-morrow 
myself  with  a  heavy  force.  I  am  willing  he  should  go  to  Blue  mountain,  or  to 
strike  our  road  at  Ackworth  or  Cassville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississppi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  3,  1864. 
Major  General  O.  0.  Howard,  East  Point : 

March  your  command  to-morrow  to  RuflTs  Station,  towards  Marietta.  Do  you 
know  if  Kilpatrick's  dismounted  men  have  come  in  from  Sandtown?  If  not, 
send  them  word  to  come  into  Atlanta.     Please  answer. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  Z,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  reached  this  place  at  2  p.  m.  to-day,  and  found  that  Rousseau  had  organized 
and  despatched  his  troops  down  the  Alabama  road  as  far  as  Franklin,  and  will 
continue  after  Forrest  until  he  overtakes  him,  if  Forrest  does  not  cross  tlie  river 
before  he  reaches  him.     Major  General  Washbume  is  coming  up  the  Tennessee 
river  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  cavalry  and  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  infantry. 
He  was  directed  by  Webster,  before  my  arrival,  to  land  his  infantry  at  Johnson- 
"ville,  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  the  depot  there,  and  to  proceed  up  the  river  to 
Chfton  (Fort  Valley)  with  his  cavalr}%  and  move  towaros  Athens  for  the  pur- 
pose of  striking  Forrest's  Rank  or  cutting  off  his  communication  with  Burbriage. 
General  Morgan,  as  I  despatched  you  last  night,  is  moving  from  Athens  upon 
Bainbridge;  so  it  appears  to  me  theie  is  a  fair  chance  of  hemming  Forrest  in  and 
destroying  his  command.     The  river  is  not  fordable,  and  if  we  seize  his  means 
of  crossing  at  Bainbridge  he  will  bo  unable  to  cross  anywhere  else,  and  I  think 


216         BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

Rousseau  ought  certaiuly  to  destroy  him.  Two  Ohio  and  three  Kentucky  reg- 
iments of  the  re-euforcemenets  have  arrived  and  are  being  distributed  along  the 
raib-oad. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS. 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  3,  1864. 
OoMMANDiNO  OFFICER,  Allatoona : 

Hood  has  some  infantry  and  cavalry  about  Powder  Springs.  I  am  watching 
him  close.  He  might  deceive  us  by  his  cavalry  along  Nose's  creek,  and  slip 
up  to  Ackworth  and  Allatoona.  I  want  the  utmost  vigilance  there.  If  he  go 
for  Allatoona,  I  want  him  delayed  only  long  enough  for  me  to  reach  his  rear. 
Of  course,  his  cavalry  can  only  run  across  the  road  and  bother  us,  but  his  in- 
fantry would  try  to  capture  stores,  without  which  Hood  cannot  stay  where  he 
IB.     If  he  moves  up  toward  Allatoona  I  will  surely  come  in  force. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  October  4, 1864—11.30  a.  m. 

Major  General  Sherman  : 

General  Wilson  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you ;  and  that  he  may  have 
rank  to  command  your  cavalry,  I  have  asked  that  he  be  brevetted  a  major  gen- 
eral and  assigned  with  that  rank.  I  believe  Wilson  will  add  fifty  (50)  per  cent, 
to  the  eflfectiveness  of  your  cavalry. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Smyrna  Camp  Ground,  October  4,  1864. 
General  Slocum,  Atlanta : 

I  have  reason  to  believe  Wheeler  is  on  our  road  above  Resaca.  Hood's 
main  army  is  between  me  and  Allatoona.  I  shall  attack  the  latter  in  force,  but 
advise  you  to  work  night  and  day  in  perfecting  those  intrencbments  and  in 
economizing  provisions ;  but  if  I  live,  you  may  count  upon  my  coming  to  your 
rescue.  The  point  of  greatest  danger  is  the  bridge  ;  therefore,  look  to  it. 
Please  answer. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Near  Kenesaw,  October^  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 
Just  received  the  following : 

"  Marietta  and  Dallas  Road, 

"0»  branch  to  Big  Shanty,  October  4,  1864. 
"  (Jeneral  Van  Dever  : 

"  I  found  the  enemy  occupying  our  old  line  of  works  to  the  railroad  in  more 
force  than  dismounted  cavalry  can  dislodge  from  them.    I  cover  the  Dallas 
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road.  All  my  information  leads  me  to  believe  that  there  is  a  large  force  of  in- 
fantry with  cavalry.  Please  communicate  this  to  Generals  Sherman  and 
Stanley. 

"  W.  L.  ELLIOTT." 

WM.  VAN  DEVER, 

Brigadier  GeneraL 


Near  Kenesaw,  OctcJbcr  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Stanley  at  Marietta.  The  enemy  in  strong  force  in  my  front  all  the  morn- 
ing. This  afternoon  he  moved  off  to  AUatoona.  General  Elliott  reports  him 
in  too  strong  force  for  dismounted  cavalry.  Prisoners  s.iy  the  force  in  my  front 
waa  French's  division.  Fi-om  top  of  Kenesaw  heavy  bodies  of  infantry,  ar- 
tillery, and  cavalry  could  be  seen  going  north.  The  movement  to  my  right 
was  a  feint.  My  headquarters  at  foot  of  Kenesaw ;  a  part  of  the  command 
occupying  the  ridge  north. 

WM.  VAN  DEVER, 

Brigadier  General, 


Little  Kenesaw  Mountain, 

October  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

We  arrived  here  at  3.30  p.  m.,  and  have  camped  in  the  old  rebel  works  in  the 
vicinity  and  south  of  Little  Kenesaw.  From  top  of  the  mountain  I  could  see 
the  rebel  troops  burning  the  road,  all  of  which  has  been  reported  to  you  from 
other  sources.  Prisoners  sent  in  by  General  Elliott  report  that  they  still  have 
six  (6)  days'  rations.  They  say  Stewart's  corps  is  burning  the  road,  and 
Hardee  and  Lee's  corps  are  in  the  vicinity  of  Pine  mountain. 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 

Major  General, 


Kenesaw  Mountain,  October  5,  1864. 
Official  to  Major  General  Sherman  : 

The  enemy  in  heavy  force  have  moved  north  to  AUatoona — infantry,  cavalry, 
and  artillery.     Our  cavalry  advance  is  two  (2)  miles  in  his  rear. 

WM.  VAN  DEVER, 

Brigadier  General, 

Heceived  Signal  Station,  Vining's  hill. 

A.  S.  COLE,  Captain  and  A,  S,  O. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  near  Marietta,  October  5,  1864. 
General  Elliott  : 

I  have  heard  from  AUatoona.  All  right.  General  Corse  is  there,  but  wounded. 
You  need  not  send  all  of  General  Garrard's  cavalry,  but  send  a  squadron.  Let 
them  make  a  circuit,  and  they  will  find  nothing  there. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Creneral. 


218    .  BEPOBT   OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

Widow  Obr's,  on  Ackwohth  Road, 

October  6,  1864—2  p.  B. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  is  received.  I  have  information,  which  seems  reliahle,  tb 
the  enemy  went  back  yesterday.  We  find  no  signs  of  them,  except  that  a  fa 
scouts  were  here  this  morning.  My  advance,  near  Mount  Olivet  church,  find 
nothing  more  than  here.  The  roads  tliis  side  of  Pine  mountain  are  in  pliee 
almost  impassable,  having  evidently  grown  no  better  since  we  left  in  Jum 
This  has  delayed  me,  as  the  artillery  can  scarcely  get  forward  at  all.  I  kif 
a  brigade  witM^the  weak  teams,  and  push  on  with  the  rest.  Will  observe  jw 
directions  as  to  signals.  Please  send  me  word  whether  I  shall  endeavor  to  fi 
xny  teams  up  as  far  as  I  go,  or  whether  we  shall  calculate  upon  retoming  b 
same  route. 

J.  D.  COX,  Brigadier  Generd. 


[Signal.] 

Hbaduuarters  Military  Divisio.v  of  the  Mississippi^^ 
In  the  Jield,  Kenesaw,  October  6,  ISiSi 
General  Corse,  Allaioana: 

Let  the  Rome  force  return  at  once  to  Rome  and  protect  the  road.    I  wi 
cover  Allatoona. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  GeneraL 


Allatoona,  Ga.,  October  6,  1864 — ^2p.n. 
Captain  L.  M.  Dayton,  A.  D.  C.  : 

I  am  short  a  cheek-bone  and  one  ear,  but  am  able  to  whip  all  heH  yet  M 
losses  are  very  heavy.  A  force  moving  from  Stilesboro'  on  Kingston  gives  I 
some  anxiety.    Tell  me  where  Sherman  is. 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier  Crenerd. 


[Signal.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
Li  the  field,  Kenesaw^  October  6,  186i 
General  Corse,  Allatoona : 

Am  just  in.     Am  very  sorry  at  your  wound,  but  all  is  right  with  you. 
possible  keep  the  enemy  off  your  lines,  and  let  me  know  at  once  what  force  y 
nave,  and  what  is  at  Kingston  and  Rome ;  also  signal  some  account  of  yc 
fight.    Hood  has  retreated  to  Dallas. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  GeneraL 


Near  New  Hope  Church,  October  7, 1864. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

General  Garrard  near  New  Hope  church  11.30  a.  m.,  skirmishing  with  re 
Armstrong  camped  where  he  then  was,  and  French's  division  at  church.  Ou 
tell  route  taken;  rumor  says  Dallas;  citizens  tell  conflicting  stories.  Ctf 
determine  anything.  Captured  General  Steele  and  a  colonel  wounded.  A  ft 
prisoners. 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier  General^  ^ 
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Headquarters  Military  DivisroN  op  the  Missrssippi, 

hi  theficldy  Kenesaw,  October  7,  1864. 
General  Corse,  Allatoana  : 

I  received  your  report.  I  have  so  high  an  appreciation  of  your  services  and 
those  of  your  command,  as  also  that  of  Colonel  Tourtellotte  and  garrison,  that 
I  shall  make  the  defence  of  Allatoona  the  subject  of  a  general  order. 

I  will  move  my  army  one  step  north  to-morrow,  and  want  you  to  exercise  a 
general  care  over  the  operations  from  Allatoona  as  far  as  Kingston.     I  will  so 
place  my  command  that  in  one  day's  work  they  will  replace  all  the  ties  burned 
between  Allatoona  and  Kenesaw,  and  leave  the  laying  of  the  iron  to  the  con- 
Btruction  party.     We  have  two  million  seven  hundred  thousand  (2,700,000)  ra- 
tions of  bread  in  Allatoona,  and  can  afford  to  await  repairs.     My  infantry  is  now 
near  Dallas,  and  cavalry  must  be  below  it.     General  Garrard  passed  New  Hope 
before  noon,  and  General  Kilpatrickat  Powder  Springs  at  11 J  a.  m.     Both  are 
ordered  to  push  the  enemy  and  develop  his  route  of  movement.     He  is  already 
too  far  south  to  make  the  Etowah  bridge  via  Stilesboro'.     Still  too  much  care 
cannot  be  exercised.    General  John  E.  Smith  should  be  down,  and  I  will  be  much 
obliged  if  you  can  send  to  Generals  Thomas  and  Webster  notice  that  Allatoona 
i^  safe  in  our  possession,  the  new  and  contracted  line  finished  and  ready  for  de- 
fence, so  that  General  Slocum  can  hold  it  against  Hood's  whole  army.     The 
bridge  across  the  Chattahoochee,  which  was  carried  away  by  the  freshet,  will  be 
done  by  to-morrow,  and  I  will  put  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men  at  work  at  once 
to  replace  the  ties  burned  by  the  enemy,  thirty- five  thousand  (35,000,)  and  have 
the  road  ready  for  the  iron  by  the  time  the  construction  train  comes  from  the 
north.    I  almost  share  the  pain  of  your  wound  with  you,  but  you  know  for  quick 
work  I  cannot  get  along  without  you,  and  ask  you,  spite  of  pain,  to  keep  your 
head  clear  and  leave  others  to  do  your  bidding.     Your  presence  alone  saved  to 
us  Allatoona  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  this  does  not  detract  from  the  merit 
o£  the  others.     Keep  me  well  advised,  for  I  now  think  Hood  will  rather  swing 
against  Atlanta  and  the  Chattahoochee  bridge  than  against  Kingston  and  the 
Kiowah  bridge  ;  but  he  is  eccentric,  and  I  cannot  guess  his  movements  as  I  could 
those  of  Johnston,  who  was  a  sensible  man  and  only  did  sensible  things.     If 
Hood  does  not  mind  I  will  catch  him  in  a  worse  snap  than  he  has  been  in  yet. 
Rome  is  of  no  value  at  all  save  as  a  flank.    Destroy  its  bridges  and  factories  on 
the  slightest  provocation,  and  cover  the  vital  points  of  our  road. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding, 


HfiADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DlVISlOn  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejield,  Kenesaw,  October  7,  1864. 
Greneral  Cox  : 

Call  in  all  your  detachments,  save  the  one  at  Allatoona,  and  bo  prepared  for 
a  march.    When  all  reports  are  in,  say  about  midnight,  will  send  you  orders. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cmnmanding, 


HfiADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejieldt  Kenesaw,  October  7,  1864. 
General  Howard  :  ^ 

Don't  move  until  further  orders.     I  await  further  information  from  our  cav- 
alry. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandin^^ 
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Atlanta,  October  7,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Everything  is  perfectly  quiet  here  ;  the  bridge  will  be  finished  to  night.  Are 
you  willing  I  should  send  a  strong  foraging  party  northeast  ?  I  think  it  can  be 
safely  done. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major  General. 


Rome,  Ga.,  October  9,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  to  General  Raum  and  myself,  signed  Dayton,  is  just  received* 
The  bridges  across  the  Etowah  have  been  effectually  destroyed  yesterday  eve- 
ning. All  intelligence  I  have  indicates  that  Hood  has  not  gone  to  Cedartown. 
I  have  just  finished  a  new  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Etowah,  and  have  sent  a 
cavalry  force  to  reconnoitre  towards  Cedartown  I  have  my  flanks  and  front 
well  patrolled,  and  can  give  you  more  information  to-morrow. 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Hbaduuartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Allatoona,  October  9,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck  : 

General  Hood  crossed  the  Chattahoochee,  and  before  I  was  convinced  of  his 
designs  he  had  got  across  to  Powder  Spring.  I  immediately  resolved  to  leave 
the  20th  corps,  General  Slocum's,  at  Atlanta,  and  push  for  Marietta.  I  reached 
the  Kenesaw  mountain  October  6,  just  in  time  to  witness  at  a  distance  the 
attack  on  Allatoona.  I  had  anticipated  this  attack,  and  had  ordered  from  Rome 
General  Corse,  with  re-enforcements,  and  the  attack  was  met  and  handsomely 
repulsed,  the  enemy  losing  some  two  hundred  (200)  dead,  and  more  than  one 
thousand  (1,000)  wounded  and  prisoners.  Our  loss  about  seven  hundred  (700) 
in  the  aggregate.  The  enemy  captured  the  small  garrison  at  Big  Shanty  and 
Ackworth,  and  burned  about  seven  (7)  miles  of  our  railroad,  but  we  have  at 
Allatoona  and  Atlanta  an  abundance  of  provisions.  Hood  observing  our  ap- 
proach, has  moved  rapidly  back  to  Dallas  and  Van  Wert,  and  I  am  watching 
him  in  case  he  tries  to  reach  Kingston  or  Rome.  Atlanta  is  perfectly  secure  to 
OB,  and  the  army  is  better  off  out  here  than  in  camp. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Carters viLLB,  Ga.,  October  9,  1864. 
Captain  L.  M.  Dayton,  A.  D,  C. : 

A  despatch  just  received  from  Resaca  states  that  one  thousand  (1,000)  rebel 
cavalry  are  between  Villanow  and  Snake  Creek  Gap,  and  one  hundred  (100) 
guarding  the  Gap.  Information  received  from  citizens.  A  train  was  run  off  trmck 
near  Dalton  to-night — I  suppose  a  construction  train  sent  down  to  convey  crosa- 
ties  to  Ackworth. 

G.  B.  RAUM, 
Brevet  Brigadier  Creneral, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Allatoona,  October,  9, 1864. 
General  Corse,  Rome : 

I  am  now  here,  and  have  troops  80  disposed  that  I  can  move  them  rapidly  to 
Rome  or  Kingston,  if  needed,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  move  them  further  to  the  rear. 
TVe  have  plenty  of  forage  and  provisions,  and  can  repair  the  road  long  before 
our  necessities  call  for  more  supplies. 

Keep  scouts  and  spies  well  out  about  Cedartown  and  Centre,  and  give  me  no- 
tice of  Hood's  movements.     If  he  goes  to  Blue  mountain,  let  him  go. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Rome,  October  9,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  received.  The  only  indication  of  an  enemy  since  my  arrival 
here  being  the  appearance  of  a  cavalry  force  at  Reynolds's  ford,  near  Kingston.  I 
am  ready  to  fly  there  in  case  they  should  attempt  a  crossing.  I  promise  to  keep 
you  advised  of  anything  transpiring  west  of  Kingston  ;  I  can  hardly  say  so  much 
of  the  country  around  Canton. 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  AUatoona,  October  9,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville: 

1  came  up  here  to  relieve  our  road.    20th  corps  at  Atlanta.     Hood  reached 

OUT  road  and  broke  it  up  between  Big  Shanty  and  Ackworth,  and  attacked 

Allatoona,  but  was  repulsed.     We  have  plenty  of  bread  and  meat,  but  forage 

scarcer.     I  want  to  destroy  all  the  road  below  Chattanooga,  including  Atlanta, 

*nd  make  for  the  sea-coast.     We  cannot  defend  this  long  line  of  road.     Replace 

all  the  guards  on  the  road  down  as  far  as  Chattanooga,  and  have  a  reserve  force 

for  the  defence  of  Tennessee,  and  bring  back  your  divisions  of  Newton  and 

^wgan.    We  can  have  the  road  repaired  in  a  week,  and  have  plenty  of  grub 

in  the  mean  time,  but  I  expect  Hood  will  make  a  break  at  Kingston,  Rome,  or 

wme  other  point  soon.     Sorry  that  Forrest  escaped.     I  doubt  the  necessity  of 

^'^pwring  the  road  about  Elk  river  and  Athens,  and  suggest  that  you  wait  before 

giving  orders  for  repairs. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipber.J 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Allatoona,  Gd.,  October  9,  1864. 

W.  General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 

^t  will  be  a  physical  impo8^ibility  to  protect  the  roads,  now  that  Hood,  Forrest, 
"j^eeler,  and  the  whole  batch  of  devils,  are  turned  loose  vrtthout  home  or  habi- 
^^^on.  I  think  Hood's  movements  indicate  a  diversion  to  the  end  of  the  Selma 
*Dd  Talladega  railroad,  at  Blue  mountain,  about  sixty  (60)  miles  southwest  of 
Bonie,  from  which  he  will  threaten  Kingston.  Bridgeport,  and  Decatur,  Alabama. 
I  propose  that  we  break  up  the  railroad  from  Chattanooga,  and  strike  out  with 
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wagons  for  Milledgeville,  Millen,  and  Savannah.  Until  we  can  repopulate 
Georgia  it  is  useless  to  occupy  it,  but  the  utter  destruction  of  its  roads,  houses, 
and  people  will  cripple  their  military  resources.  By  attempting  to  hold  the 
roads  we  will  lose  a  thousand  men  monthly,  and  will  gain  no  result.  I  can 
make  the  march  and  make  Georgia  howl.  We  have  over  eight  thousand  (8,000) 
cattle  and  three  million  rations  of  bread,  but  no  com,  but  we  can  forage  in  the 
interior  of  the  State. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Comtnandin£. 


Rome,  Ga.,  October  10,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  two  (2)  pontoon  bridges— one  across  the  Etowah,  leading  south,  and 
one  across  the  Oostanaula,  leading  west.  I  use  the  one  across  the  Oostanaula 
to  pass  my  infantry  and  cavalry  pickets  and  patrols.  I  will  push  my  cavalry 
out  west  and  feel  for  the  enemy  strong.  Upon  their  return  I  will  have  the 
bridge  taken  up  at  midnight  and  move  it  up  into  town,  unless  you  think  other- 
wise and  order  to  the  contrary.  Then  1  will  destroy  it  at  once.  Further 
information  by  an  escaped  prisoner  indicates  that  Hood  is  crossing  the  Coosa 
with  his  whole  army.     Hood's  headc[uarters  at  present  are  at  Cave  Springs 

JOHN  M.  CORSE. 

Brigadier  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Allatoona,  October  10,  1864. 

General  :  My  last  accounts  put  the  enemy  about  Cedartown.  and  it  is  prudent 
we  should  be  near  him.  You  may  march  your  army,  embracing  all  detachments 
and  wagons,  to  and  beyond  Cartersville,  and  in  case  of  Kingston  being  threatened 
you  will  hasten  to  tbat  place,  but  not  beyond  without  other  orders.  The  other 
armies  will  follow  provided  we  get  intelligence  that  makes  it  proper  and  ueces- 
Bary. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cominanding. 
General  Cox,  ConCdg  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Allatoona,  October  10,  1864. 
General  J.  D.  Webster,  Nashville: 

I  want  all  the  recruits  that  arrive  to  be  distributed  to  the  three  (3)  armies  ia 
just  proportion — say  one-half  to  the  Cumberland  and  one-quarter  to  each  of  the 
Tennessee  and  Ohio.  New  regiments  may  guard  roads,  but  should  be  kept 
near  Nashville — that  is,  above  the  post  of  Stevenson  and  Pulaski — so  as  to  be 
easily  united  into  a  eood  reserve  force  in  case  I  leave  Tennessee  to  itself  and 
push  for  the  sea.  I  have  now  beef  and  bread  enough,  but  want  to  repair  roads 
so  as  to  send  my  sick  and  wounded  back.  Hood  is  near  Cedartown,  south  of 
Rome,  and  my  impression  is  he  will  rendezvous  at  Blue  mountain,  tlie  end  of 
the  Selma  and  Talladega  road.    He  may  strike  at  Kingston  or  Rome»  or  eyen 
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go  up  towards  Bridgeport  or  Stevenflon,  but  I  rather  tbink  be  will  bang  on  oar 
Hanks  as  a  tbreat.  I  will  stay  about  bere  and  Kingston  till  our  road  is  finisbed 
or  until  Hood  developB  bis  game. 

W.  T.  SHER]irAN, 

Major  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Carterspille,  October  10,  1864. 
General  Corse,  Rome: 

Get  your  men  into  tbe  strongest  forts  and  bold  tbem.  All  my  army  ig 
marcbiug  bard,  straight  for  Rome.  Tbe  23d  corps  is  now  near  Cassville,  and 
I  will  make  tbe  others  march  to-night.  Is  not  tiie  Oostanaula  too  deep  to  be 
forded  ?     I  doubt  if  Hood  will  put  his  army  on  this  side  the  Oostanaula. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Cartersville,  October  10,  1864. 
Captain  L.  M.  Dayton,  A.  D.  C.  : 

Order  tbe  armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  to  Kingston  with  trains ; 
tbe  former  to  leave  the  details  to  repair  the  railroad,  and  the  latter  to  brin^ 
along  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  bead  of  cattle,  to  march  well  into  the  night,  and 
aim  to  reach  Kingston  to-morrow.  If  any  column  on  tbe  march  overtakes  tbe 
rear  of  either,  to  take  a  road  so  as  to  pass  round.  Bring  our  headquarters  to 
tbb  place.     Also  order  tbe  cavalry  to  move  to  Kingston  or  Rome. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Rome,  Ga.,  October  10,  1864 — 6.25  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Negro  just  from  Coosavillc  reports  Hood  crossing  his  army  by  pontoon  bridges 
to  west  bank  of  Coosa.  His  pontoon  trains  arrived  there  last  night  about  dark. 
Negro  says  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry  have  all  passed  over  it  during  the 
'^^ght.  He  thinks  from  what  he  can  learn  that  they  are  comitig  to  Rome.  Tbe 
prisoners  captured  say  they  are  going  to  Kentucky,  smashing  our  road  as  they  go. 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier  General. 


Rome,  Ga.,  October  10,  1864. 
^«Jor  General  Sherman  : 

%  Bpies  and  deserters  report  tbe  following,  which  is  corroborated  in  different 
^^ys :  Hood  arrived  at  Cedartown  yesterday  morning  early,  and  remained  till 
^2  ni.,  cooking  two  days*  rations.  Commenced  crossing  on  two  pontoon  bridges 
*t  Coosaville  at  daylight  this  morning.  Wheeler  crossed  one-half  his  forces 
fiwt,  followed  by  Lee's  corps  and  Hardee,  leaving  Stewart's  and  tbe  balance  of 
"keeler's  to  cross  to-morrow  morning.  Their  destination  is  Huntsville,  &c. 
■f^ey  are  to  attack  Rome  at  daylight,  squelch  me  and  get  tbe  stores ;  then  con- 
tinue the  journey.  I  have  bad  men  and  women  in  and  through  their  camps  to- 
^*y.  They  have  various  reports,  some  of  which  I  will  report.  All  headquarters 
traaisportation  was  sent  to  Blue  mountain.    Tbe  object  of  the  trip  is  recraiti 
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from  Tennessee.  They  number  ten  thousand  (10,000)  cavalry  and  thirty 
thousand  (30,000)  infantry.  They  had  twenty  (20)  days'  rations  when  they 
left  the  Chattahoochee.  I  will  hold  them  as  long  as  men  can  stand  and  guns 
can  shoot.  They  have  pushed  their  forces  up  against  my  pickets  to  night  and 
are  quite  close.  I  will  look  to  you  for  help  and  keep  you  advised.  Have  sent 
a  few  men  to  guide  Garrard  through. 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Cartersvillet  Ga.,  October  10,  1864. 
General  Corse,  Rom^: 

Forrest  has  heen  driven  out  of  Tennessee  by  way  of  Florence.  Hood  will 
hear  of  this  and  will  not  venture  to  attack  you  or  to  push  up  towards  Lafayette. 
Still  be  all  ready,  and  I  will  hurry  up  my  men  as  fast  as  they  can  march. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cofnmanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldy  Cartersville,  October  10,  1864. 
General  Grant,  City  Point : 

Despatch  about  Wilson  just  received.  Hood  is  now  crossinjs^  Coosa  twelve 
(12)  miles  below  Rome,  bound  west.  If  he  passes  over  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
road,  had  I  not  better  execute  the  plan  of  my  letter  sent  by  Colonel  PortA,  and 
leave  General  Thomas  with  the  troops  now  in  Tennessee  to  defend  the  State  ? 
He  will  have  an  ample  force  when  the  re-enforcements  ordered  reach  Nashville. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Cartersville,  October  10,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville: 

Hood  has  crossed  the  Coosa  below  Rome,  and  is  now  threatening  that  place. 
I  am  also  marching  for  it.  Collect  all  your  command  at  some  converging  place, 
say  Stevenson,  and  be  prepared  for  anything.  If  he  turns  to  Chattanooga,  I 
will  follow  ;  but  if  he  shoots  off  towards  Tuscumbia,  I  will  act  according  to  my 
information  of  your  strength.     Call  in  all  troops  within  your  reach. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  10, 1864 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatches  of  12  m.  and  6  p.  m.  have  been  received.  I  cannot  say 
positively  that  I  can  hold  Hood  with  the  present  force  I  have  and  the  re-en- 
forcements expected,  because  I  do  not  know  how  many  re^enforcements  are  coming. 
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I  will  do  my  best,  however,  and,  as  you  direct,  will  concentrate  the  infantry  force 
about  Stevenson  and  Hnntsville,  leaving  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  to  watch  the 
river  between  Decatur  and  Eastport  Have  you  ^ven  orders  to  Washbume,  or 
am  I  to  issue  orders  to  him ;  and  if  under  my  command,  where  would  you  prefer 
that  I  should  place  his  troops  ? 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General, 


Headquartbbs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 
In  thtfieldy  CkurtersviUe,  Ga^  October  10,  1864 — 4.5  p.  m. 
General  Oorsb,  Rome: 

I  am  glad  you  have  two  bridges.  Take  up  the  one  over  the  Oostanaula  at 
the  last  moment  of  safety,  and  keep  it,  for  I  will  want  to  use  it.  Hood  would 
have  attacked  you  before  this  if  he  intended  to,  for  he  must  know  I  am  near 
you.  His  cavalry  at  the  Pumpkin  Vine  knew  we  were  marching  through  the 
Pass.  Watch  his  movements  close,  and  I  think  he  will  only  throw  a  force 
towards  Rome,  to  cover  his  movement  either  over  towards  the  Tennessee  or  back 
to  Georgia.  Look  out  for  our  cavalry  south  of  the  Etowah  at  daylight.  To 
^t  at  Rome  he  must  cross  the  Oostanaula  again,  and  that  will  take  him  a  whole 
day,  and  that  will  give  me  all  the  time  I  ask.  I  do  not  think  he  will  attack 
Borne. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  October  11,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 

Greneral  Thomas,  Nashville : 

Your  despatch  is  just  received.  General  Corse  telegraphs  that  all  is  quiet  at 
Rome,  and  he  thinks  the  enemy  gone,  but  don't  know  where.  I  will  find  out.  If 
he  goes  back,  of  course  I  will  also.  If  he  goes  to  Blue  mountain,  I  will  remain 
here  a  short  time.  If  he  sends  up  towards  Resaca  or  Lafayette,  I  will  cut  in 
behind  from  Rome.  The  bridges  from  Resaca  to  Atlanta  are  all  down,  and  we 
can  repair  the  break  at  Big  Slianty  in  four  (4)  days. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  October  11,  1864—10  a.  m. 
Commanding  Oppicbr.  Resaca  : 

In  case  you  are  threatened  you  should  concentrate  your  force  at  the  forts  at 
the  bridge.  Have  abatis  made  at  once  on  the  land  side.  Keep  a  strong  cav- 
alry picket  at  Snake  Creek  Gap.  As  long  as  the  Oostanaula  is  high,  the  troops 
at  Adairsville  and  Calhoun  should  go  to  Resaca. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GeneraL 
15^ 
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[Cipher.] 
HSADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejield,  KiTigston,  October  11,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieut.  General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 

Hood  moved  his  army  from  Pametto  Station  across  by  Dallas  and  Gedartown, 
and  is  now  on  the  Coosa  river  south  of  Rome.  He  threw  one  corps  on  my  road 
at  Ackworth,  and  I  was  forced  to  follow.  I  hold  Atlanta  with  the  20th  corps, 
and  have  strong  detachments  along  my  line.  Thdie  reduce  my  active  force  to 
a  comparative  small  army.  We  cannot  remain  now  on  the  defensive.  With 
twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  men  and  the  bold  cavalry  he  has,  he  can  con- 
stantly break  my  road.  I  would  infinitely  prefer  to  make  a  wreck  of  the  Voad 
and  of  the  country  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  including  the  latter  city,  send 
back  all  my  wounded  and  worthless,  and  with  my  effective  army  move  through 
Georgia,  smashing  things  to  the  sea.  Hood  may  turn  into  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky, but  I  believe  he  will  be  forced  to  follow  me.  Instead  of  being  on  the 
defensive,  I  would  be  on  the  offensive.  Instead  of  guessing  at  what  he  means  to 
do,  he  would  have  to  guess  at  my  plans.  The  difference  in  war  is  full  twenty- 
five  (25)  per  cent.  I  can  make  Savannah,  Charleston,  or  the  mouth  of  the 
Chattahoochee,  (Appalachicola.)  Answer  quick,  as  I  know  we  will  not  have  the 
telegraph  long. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  October  11,  1864 — 12  m. 
General  J.  E.  Smith,  Cartersville : 

Look  at  the  condition  of  your  trains,  for  I  may  pick  up  your  division  entire 
and  make  a  move  on  a  larger  scale  than  my  Meridian  trip.  I  think  Hood  has 
gone  or  will  go  to  Blue  mountain.  Don't  accumulate  much  baggage  or  provi- 
sion at  your  posts.    As  a  rule,  keep  on  hand  only  what  you  can  haul. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Rome,  Ga.,  October  11,  1864 — 11.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

A  scout  has  just  arrived  who  was  fourteen  (14)  miles  out  on  SummervOle 
road.  He  reports  Martin's  division  as  camping  last  night  about  7  o'clock  at 
Farmer's  bridge,  over  the  Armuchee  river.  Could  hear  of  no  other  troops,  but 
citizens  say  Hardee  crossed  the  Coosa  river  at  Coosaville,  and  tliat  the  move- 
ment on  this  place  was  merely  a  feint  to  cover  other  movements.  A  small  party 
crossed  the  Oostanaula  this  morning  inquiring  for  Calhoun.  He  knows  of  no 
force  about  Snake  Creek  Gap  nor  Villanow.  Things  are  mixed.  Take  these 
reports  for  what  they  are  worth  and  draw  your  own  conclusions.  As  soon  as  I 
get  further  information,  will  advise  you. 

JNO.  M.  CORSE. 

Brigadier  General. 


Kingston,  October  12,  1864 — 11.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Resaca  was  attacked  to-dav  by  the  enemy's  infantry.  Colonel  Watkins 
evacuated  Calhoun  and  crossea  his  men  to  Resaca,  leaving  horses  on  this  side. 
At  10  o'clock  to-night  musketry  was  still  heard.    I  started  from  Oalhoun  to- 
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day  and  found  road  broke  above  Adairsville,  and  repaired  it.  Left  Colonel  Raum 
with  three  hundred  and  fifty  (350)  infantry  at  Calhoun  to  try  to  communicate. 
Loaded  up  all  the  abandoned  commissary  stores  and  brought  them  here  with 
three  locomotives  and  trains,  that  are  now  ready  to  take  troops  up  the  road  it 
Tou  desire  to  send  any.  I  also  placed  garrisons  in  the  block-houses  that  had 
been  abandoned* 

The  sammons  to  surrender  is  signed,  "  J.  B.  Hood,  Gen'l,'*  and  closes  by 
saying,  ••  If  the  place  is  carried  by  assault  no  prisoners  will  be  taken."  Our 
men  did  not  see  it.  If  I  lAsi  anything  more  I  will  send  you  word.  One  regi- 
ment of  enemy's  in^try  passed  through  Culhoun  an  hour  before  I  got  there. 

E.  M.  MrCOOK, 
Brigadier  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  13,  1864. 
Colonel  Dea\,  Kingston  : 

Hold  fast  all  supplies  and  guard  them  well  until  we  know  exactly  what  course 
things  take.  Don't  send  the  cars  until  you  give  time  for  the  troops  to  reach 
Adairsville.  It  will  be  morning,  I  suppose,  before  they  reach  there,  though  I 
will  order  General  Howard  to  push  a  division  to-night.  Keep  mo  well  advised, 
and  ask  General  Raum  to  do  the  same.  I  have  already  caused  their  cavalry  to 
be  driven  below  Coosaville,  capturing  two  guns,  and  have  no  doubt  the  columns 
now  out  will  disturb  Hood.  I  want  him  to  be  held  at  Resaca  tmtil  I  get  there, 
though  I  suppose  he  will  succeed  or  be  off. 

W.  T.  SHERMAJ^, 

Major  General, 


RcSACA,  October  13,  1864. 
Major Greneral  Sherman: 

The  enemy  in  heavy  force  are  now  around  this  place,  their  right  resting  on 
the  river  west,  and  their  left  on  the  river  east.  I  have  made  such  disposition  as 
1  feel  sure  will  result  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy.  Instead  of  a  brigade  having 
been  left  by  the  17th  army  corps  to  re-enforce  this  place,  one  regiment,  the  10th 
lUbois,  is  with  me.  I  trust  that  re-enforcements  will  be  hurried  here  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  think,  by  placing  a  battery  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  opposite 
^«  right  of  the  enemy,  that  his  position  will  be  enfiladed.  A  pontoon  bridge 
is  now  over  the  stream.  I  have  sent  the  cavalry  horses,  train  and  cars,  under 
il^e  protection  of  two  hundred  (200)  cavalry. 

G.  B  RAUM, 
Brevet  Brtgadier  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefieldy  Rome,  Ga.,  October  13,  1864. 
General  Howard  : 

Start  at  once  for  Resaca.  I  have  word  from  General  Raum  that  he  still 
holdfl  the  place,  but  needs  help.  He  says  you  did  not  leave  a  brigade  at  Kings- 
ton, in  consequence  of  which  he  has  not  been  re-enforced. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,- 

Major  General. 
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Hbai>qijartkbs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  13,  1864. 
General  Stanley  : 

•    March  for  Resaca  at  once,  taking  the  road  hj  Maguire's.     I  have  word  from 
Colonel  Raum  that  he  holds  the  place. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  13,  1864. 
General  Cox : 

I  have  word  from  Resaca.     General  Raum  holds  the  place,  hut  needs  help. 
We  must  start  at  once.     I  suppose  hy  the  time  you  get  this  you  will  know  if 
that  bridge  is  gone.     If  so  come,  at  once,  and  follow  General  Stanley,  who 
marches  by  the  Calhoun  road. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


HEADaUARTBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

/»  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  13,  1864. 
General  Raum,  Resaca : 

Have  as  many  bridges  finished  for  our  use  as  you  can  by  to-morrow  morning. 
Also  gafk  all  possible  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Ascertain 
if  Snake  Creek  Gap  be  held  in  force  or  not,  and,  generally,  everything  that  will 
enable  me  to  arrive  at  a  connect  judgment. 

Try  and  get  a  messenger  through  the  mountains  with  as  much  verbal  intelli- 
gence as  possible  of  our  movements.     I  will  try  and  get  through  to-day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  General. 


Atlanta,  October  13,  1864 — 4.15  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  am  convinced  Hood  has  taken  all  his  troops  from  our  front  except  a  small 
cavalry  force  left  near  Sandtown.  I  have  sent  four  hundred  (400)  wagons  for 
forage  to  South  river,  expect  them  in  this  evening ;  they  are  well  guarded.  If 
they  come  in  safely,  I  shall  send  again  at  once.  Our  new  line  is  well  advanced 
and  very  strong.    The  cattle  are  here. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Major  General. 


Resaca,  October  13,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  got  those  men  into  Resaca,  and  the  railway  and  telegraph  all  right  I 
think  all  the  enemy  will  have  left  hero  by  dayight,  and  that  they  have  gone 
north  along  the  road,  burning  and  destroying  it  as  they  go.  All  my  cavalry 
will  follow  at  daybreak  to  watch  theur  movements. 

General  Raum  is  satisfied  Hood  was  here  in  person  with  two  corps. 

E.  M.  McOOOK. 

Brigadier  General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Resaca,  Ga,,  October  14,  1S64. 
C/olonel  Dean,  Kingston  : 

Yours  to  Colonel  Ewing  received.  Enemy  have  Icfb  here,  and  are  moving 
north,  on  the  railroad,  and  are  also  in  Bnake  Greek  Gap.  Cavalry  has  parsned 
them  beyond  Dalton.    It  is  Hood's  whole  army. 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 


Besaca,  October  14,  1864 — 6.50  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Just  received  despatch  from  Dalton.  Cavalry  dashed  in  there  and  captured 
ten  (10)  prisoners.  Stewart's  corps  one  and  ahalf  (1«^)  miles  from  there.  Hobd 
has  divided  his  forces,  one-half  going  towards  the  tunnel,  tearing  up  the  road, 
the  other  going  towards  Dug  Gap. 

E.  M.  McCOOK, 
Brigadier  General, 


Bbsaca,  October  14,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  am  here  and  collecting  my  troops.     Stanley  has  passed  towards  Tilton. 
Reconnoissance  of  infantry  and  cavalry  has  gone  to  Snake  Creek  Gap. 

0.  0.  HOWARD,  Major  General. 


Chattanooga,  October  J  4,  1864 — ^9  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  went  to  Dalton  yesterday,  but  could  get  no  further,  and  found  the  enemy 
advancing  on  that  place.  I  returned  to  Cleveland,  bringing  the  trains  and  public 
property.  General  Thomas  then  ordered  Hie  to  concentrate  at  Chattanooga  the 
troops  of  Cleveland,  Ringgold,  and  intermediate  posts,  and  to  take  command 
here.  I  am  now  acting  under  his  orders.  It  is  reported  that  Dalton  was  cap- 
tured yesterday,  but  I  doubt  the  truth  of  the  report.  The  enemy  does  not 
appear  to  be  advancing  on  this  place.  I  will  push  out  to-morrow  and  try  to 
dievelop  his  strength  and  movements.  There  are  now  troops  enough  here  to 
make  tbe  place  secure,  and  more  are  expected  to-night. 
I  forward  despatches  from  General  Grant.  ^ 

ff^     J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 


fCipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  ViUanow,  October  15,  1864. 
General  Schofibld,  Chattanooga: 

Despatch  received,  I  am  pushing  straight  for  Hood,  wherever  he  may  be. 
Do  the  same  with  whatever  force  you  have,  and  let  us  run  him  down.  I  am 
now  on  his  trail,  and  will  follow  it.  We  pushed  Lee's  corps  through  Snaek 
Creek  Grap  to-day,  and  at  Villanow  I  will  find  out  where  he  is  going  to,  and  will 
follow  him,  no  matter  where. 

Get  in  communication  with  me  as  soon  as  possible.  We  hold  Atlanta  and  the 
road  up  to  Besaca.    The  break  at  Big  Shanty  must  be  nearly  done. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GcmercU. 
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Rome,  Ocioher  15,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  eeiit  two  brigades,  one  Bection  of  artillery,  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry 
towards  Summerville,  as  directed.  Struck  the  enemy  three  miles  above  there, 
at  the  bridge  where  they  showed  artilleiy  and  strong  line.  Captured  Gtuneral 
Allen,  inspector  general,  who  says  there  are  three  brigades  of  cavalry  at  the 
bridge,  and  Wheeler's  command  near  Dirttown.  Citizens  report  Hood  is  now 
coming  back,  and  that  there  is  infantry  near  Summerville.  Will  advise  you 
further. 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brigadier  GeneraL 


Chattanooga,  October  15,  1864 — 12  midnight. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  information  that  the  enemy,  a  corps  of  infantry  and  Wheeler's  cavalry, 
moved  west  from  Dal  ton  yesterday.  The  railroad  is  destroyed  to  near  Tannell 
hill.     Colonel  Wright  will  start  parties  to  repair  it  in  the  morning.     I  am  dia- 

Sosing  the  troops  to  protect  the  road  from  this  place  to  Bridgeport,  and  reopen 
le  way  to  Resaca. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 

Major  GeneraL 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  ViUanaw,  Ga.,  October  16,  1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

We  took  Ship's  Gap  to-day,  capturing  a  part  of  the  24th  South  Carolina* 
Two  corps  are  represented  at  Lafayette,  and  one  went  south  from  Yillanow* 
They  obstructed  Snake  Creek  pass  to  delay  our  trains,  but  by  to-morrow  I  can 
move  in  any  direction.  I  want  the  first  positive  fact  that  Hood  contem- 
plates an  invasion  of  Tennessee.  Invite  him  to  do  so.  Send  him  a  free  pass 
in.  Reoccupy  the  railroad,  and  p9t  the  construction  corps  to  work  to  repair  the 
break  from  the  Tennessee  to  Resica.  I  will  get  my  trains  up  here  and  move 
according  to  the  best  information  I  ctm  get. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  GeneraL 


[Cipher.] 

.itary  Di 
In  the  field.  Ship's  Gap,  Ga.,  October  16,  1864. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,        ^ 


General  Thomas,  Nashville  : 

Send  me  Davis  and  Newton's  old  divisions.  Re-establish  the  road,  and  I 
will  follow  Hood  wherever  he  may  go.  I  think  he  will  move  to  Blue  mountain. 
We  can  maintain  our  men  and  animals  on  the  country. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gaterai. 
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[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartbhs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Ship's  Gap,  Ga.,  October  16,  1864. 

Major  Greneral  H.  W.  Hallkck,  Washington,  D.  C: 

I  got  the  despatch  in  cipher  ahont  providing  me  a  place  to  come  ont  on  salt 
water,  bnt  the  cipher  is  imperfect,  and  I  cannot  make  ont  whether  Savannah  or 
Mobile  be  preferred ;  but  I  also  want  to  know  if  you  are  willing  that  I  should 
destroy  Atlanta  and  the  railroad.  Hood  broke  eight  (8)  miles  of  road  at  Big 
Shanty,  and  about  fifteen  (15)  from  Resaca  to  the  tunnel.  The  break  at  Big 
Shanty  is  repaired,  but  the  other  will  take  some  time.  I  now  have  a  position 
where  I  don't  care  which  way  he  moves.     I  think  the  rebels  will  now  go  back 

BOUth. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Atlanta,  October  17,  1864. 
Major  Greneral  Shbrman: 

I  have  a  Montgomery  paper  of  the  12th.  The  despatches  from  Hood,  as  well 
as  the  editiorials,  state  that  Beauregard  is  with  Hood,  and  that  the  army  is  going 
to  cross  the  Tennessee  river. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM. 

Major  General, 


Nashville,  October  17,  1864—10.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  from  Ship's  Gap,  5  p.  m.,  just  received.  Schofield,  whom  I 
placed  in  command  of  the  two  divisions,  Wagner's  and  Morgan's,  was  to  move  up 
Lookout  valley  this  a.  m.  to  intercept  Hood  should  he  be  marching  for  Bridge- 
port. I  will  order  him  to  join  you  with  the  two  divisions  and  reconstruct  the 
load  as  soon  as  possible.  Will  also  re-organize  the  guards  for  posts  and  block- 
hoases.  The  latter  is  a  difficult  undertaking,  as  several  of  the  regiments  on 
that  duty  are  clamorous  to  be  sent  home  to  be  mustered  out  of  service,  and 
new  regiments  and  recruits  don't  arrive  rapidly  enough  to  relieve  them.  I  am 
accomplishing  the  work,  however,  as  fast  as  possible. 

Mower  and  Wilson  have  arrived  and  are  on  their  way  to  join  you.  I  hope 
you  will  adopt  Grant's  idea  of  turning  Wilson  loose  rather  than  undertake  the 
plan  of  a  march  with  the  whole  force  through  Georgia  to  the  sea,  inasmuch  as 
General  Grant  cannot  co-operate  with  you  as  at  first  arranged. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Ship's  Gap,  Ga.,  October  17,  1864. 
General  Schofield  : 

Your  despatch  is  received.  Hood  is  not  at  Deer  Head  Cove.  We  occupy 
Ship's  Gap  and  Lafayette.  Hood  is  moving  south  via  Summerville,  Alpine, 
and  Gadsden.  If  he  enters  Tennessee  it  will  be  to  the  left  of  Huntsville,  but 
I  think  he  has  given  up  all  such  idea.     I  want  the  road  repaired  to  Atlanta,  the 
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sick  and  wounded  sent  north  of  the  Tennessee,  mj  army  recomposed,  and  I  will 
make  the  mterior  of  Georgia  feel  the  weight  of  war.  It  is  folly  for  us  to  be  moving 
our  armies  on  the  reports  of  sconts  and  citizens.  We  must  maintain  the  offen- 
sive. Your  first  move  on  Trenton  and  Valley  Head  was  right;  the  move  to 
defend  Gaperton's  Feny  is  wrong.  Notify  General  Thomas  of  these  my  views. 
We  must  follow  Hood  tiU  he  is  beyond  reieich  of  mischief,  and  then  resume  the 
offensive. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  CteneroL 


Hbadquartbrs  Militaby  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

Im  ihefiddy  Ship's  Gap,  Ga^  October  17,  1864. 
General  Corsb,  Rome: 

We  occupy  Ship's  (Jap  and  Lafayette,  and  will  move  to-morrow  on  Snnmier- 
ville.  General  Garrard  is  sent  to  Dirttown.  I  want  you  to  show  your  cavalry 
and  some  infantry  about  Goosaville,  and  to  keep  up  communication  with  General 
Garrard,  and  if  a  chance  offers  to  your  small  force,  to  hit  some  part  of  Hood's 
army  in  flank.  I  think  he  will  move  via  Summerville  and  Alpine  on  (radadea. 
At  Chattanooga  they  expect  him  at  Gaperton's  Ferry,  which  is  absurd. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Generul. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Ship's  Gap,  Ga.,  October  17, 1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville : 

Hood  won't  dare  go  into  Tennessee.  I  hope  he  will.  We  now  occupy  Ship's 
Gap  and  Lafayette,  and  Hood  is  retreating  towards  Alpine  and  Gadsden.  I  am 
moving  General  Garrard  to-day  to  Dirttown,  and  will  move  General  Corse  out 
to  Goosaville,  and  with  the  main  army  move  on  SummerviUe. 

If  Hood  wants  to  go  into  Tennessee,  west  of  HuntsviUe,  let  him  go,  and  then 
we  can  all  turn  on  him,  and  he  cannot  escape.  The  gunboats  can  break  any 
bridge  he  may  attempt  above  Decatur.  If  he  attempts  to  cross,  let  him  do  so  in 
part,  and  then  let  a  gunboat  break  through  his  bridge.  I  will  follow  him  to 
Gadsden,  and  then  want  my  whole  army  united  for  the  grand  move  into 
Georgia. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gemeral. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield.  Ship's  Gap,  Ga.,  October,  17,  1864.  g 
General  Thomas,  Nashville : 

To-morrow  I  move  on  Summerville.  Hood  is  not  going  to  enter  Tenneesee" 
Keep  up  enough  force  to  watch  the  river  below  and  at  the  shoals,  and  let  all  the 
rest  march  towards  me,  or  to  re-enforce  the  railroad.  Order,  in  my  name,  the 
renewal  of  the  attempt  to  get  Eastport,  and  ask  Admiral  Porter,  if  neoesaary, 
to  send  up  an  iron-clad. 

We  should  command  the  Tennessee  river  up  to  Muscle  shoals  perfectly.  I 
will  follow  Hood  to  and  below  Gadsden.    He  cannot  maintain  an  army  north  6i 
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the  Tennessee,  especially  if  we  hold  Eastport,  and  thereby  control  or  threaten 
the  railroad  from  Corinth  to  Decatur,  which  I  am  told  has  been  partially  restored 
hj  Forrest,  who  is  not  now  with  Hood. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  General* 


[Cipher.] 

Chattanooga,  October  17,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Unless  I  receive  fnrther  orders  from  yon,  or  snch  information  as  renders  it 
tin  wise,  I  will  march  to-morrow  with  Morgan's  and  Wagner's  division,  via  Rossville 
and  Gordon's  mills,  and  join  you  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  will  bring  as  many 
be^  cattle  as  the  troops  can  take  care  of.  My  scouts  report  no  enemy  west  of 
Lookout  mountain  to-day.  They  report  Bird  and  Dog  Gaps  held  by  rebel  cav- 
alry.    Colonel  Warner  is  here.    I  have  no  later  information  from  you  than 


what  he  brought. 


J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Nbw  Orleans,  October  18,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  learn  by  mtercepted  despatch  from  Jeff.  Davis  to  Kirby  Smith,  dated  at  Mont' 
gomery  on  the  30th,  that  the  orders  to  cross  the  Mississippi  had  been  received* 
1  presume  that  duplicate  of  this  despatch  has  reached  Kirby  Smith,  as  Magnider's 
force,  about  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  (18,000  or  20,000)  men,  suddenly  left 
General  Steele's  front  and  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  Washita  river.  I  have  sent 
a  fast  boat  to  communicate  this  intelligence  to  the  troops  and  gunboats  on  the 
river,  and,  as  I  have  now  about  eight  thousand  (8,000)  troops  afloat,  and  will 
*t  once  increase  the  number,  I  think  the  crossing  can  be  prevented.  The  cross- 
uig  will  probably  be  attempted  in  the  neighborhood  of  Gaines's  landing. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  18,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Major  Qeneral  Sherman  : 

I  bave  received  your  despatch  from  Ship's  Gap  of  yesterday  noon.  Am 
'^J  to  carry  out  your  orders  should  Hood  attempt  to  come  into  Tennessee. 
Cener^  Wilson  will  take  a  duplicate  of  this  to  you,  and  will  explain  my  views 
^  yonr  plan  of  operations.  Telegraphed  to  General  Grant  and  his  replies  and 
B^^S^tions  to  you.  There  is  one  thing,  however,  I  don't  wish — to  be  in  com- 
''^  of  the  defence  of  Tennessee,  unless  you  and  the  authorities  in  Washing- 
^  deem  it  absolutely  necessary. 

Uaj<»  General  Mower  has  arrived  and  has  reported  for  orders.  I  have  advised 
him  to  remain  here  until  he  hears  from  you,  not  knowing  but  that  you  may 
*till  wish  to  place  him  at  Eastport.  I  heard  from  Generals  Granger  and  Crox- 
ton  last  night,  who  report  nothing  new  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Mor- 
gan's and  Wagner's  divisions  leave  Chattanooga  to-day  to  report  to  you,  e&c^iV 
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lug  about  eight  thonsand  (8,000)  beef  cattle  for  the  army.  The  necessaiy 
orders  have  been  given  for  the  repairs  of  the  railroad.  It  will  be  completed  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  I  have  arranged  with  Lieutenant  Oreen,  commanding  gun- 
boat fleet  on  the  lower  Tennessee,  to  patrol  the  river  as  far  up  as  Eastport 
Lieutenant  Grassford,  commanding  between  Bridgeport  and  Decatur,  patrols 
that  portion  of  the  river  daily,  and  co-operates  with  me  very  cordially.  I  believe 
affairs  north  of  the  Tennessee  river  are  getting  into  much  better  shape,  and 
I  hope  to  join  you  again  very  soon. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 
HEADQUARTBR8  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejield,  Summerville,  Ga^  October  19,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Waihiiigtonj  D.  C: 

Hood  has  retreated  rapidly  by  all  roads  leadmg  south.  Our  advance  columns 
are  now  at  Alpine  and  Mellville  Post  Office.  I  shall  pursue  him  as  far  as 
Gaylesville.  The  enemy  will  not  venture  towards  Tennessee,  except  around 
by  Decatur.  I  propose  to  send  the  4th  corps  back  to  General  Thomas,  and 
leave  him  with  that  corps,  the  garrisons  and  new  troops  to  defend  the  line  of 
the  Tenneesee,  and  with  the  rest  to  push  into  the  heart  of  Georgia  and  come 
out  at  Savannah,  destroying  all  the  railroads  of  the  State. 

The  break  at  Big  Shanty  is  repaired,  and  that  about  Daltou  should  be  in  ten 
(10)  days.    We  find  abundance  of  forage  in  the  country. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.J 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  SummerotUe,  Ga.,  October  19,  1864. 
General  G.  H.  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

Make  a  report  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  of  what  troops  you  now  have  in 
Tennessee ;  what  are  expected,  and  how  disposed.  I  propose,  with  the  armies  of 
the  Tennessee,  the  Ohio,  and  two  corps  of  yours,  to  sally  forth  and  make  a  hole 
in  Georgia  and  Alabama  that  will  be  hard  to  mend.  Hood  has  little  or  no  bag- 
gage, and  will  escape  me.  He  cannot  invade  Tennessee,  except  to  the  west  of 
Huntsville.  I  want  the  gunboats  and  what  troops  are  on  the  Tennessee  to  be 
most  active  up  at  the  head  of  navigation.  I  want  Greneral  Wilson  and  Greueral 
Mower  with  me,  and  would  like  General  McGook's  division  made  up  to  twenty- 
five  hundred  (2,500)  men  mounted.  I  will  send  back  into  Tennessee  the  4th 
corps,  all  dismounted  cavalry,  all  sick  and  wounded,  and  all  incumbrances  what- 
ever, except  what  I  can  haul  in  our  wagons,  and  will,  probably,  about  November 
1,  break  up  the  railroad  and  bridges,  destroy  Atlanta,  and  make  a  break  for 
Mobile,  Savannah,  or  Charleston.  I  want  you  to  remain  in  Tennessee  and 
take  command  of  all  my  division  not  actually  pi*esent  with  me.  Hood's  anny 
may  be  set  down  at  forty  thousand,  (40,000,)  of  all  arms,  fit  for  duty ;  he  may 
follow  me  or  turn  against  you.  If  you  can  defend  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  in 
my  abbcnce  of  three  (3)  months,  is  all  I  ask. 

W.  T.  SHERMAM, 

Major  Greneral. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Divisiox  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Summeruille.  Ga.,  October  19, 1864. 

Colonel  L.  C.  Easton,  Chief  Quartermaster,  Chattanooga  : 

Go  in  person  to  superintend  the  repairs  of  the  railroad,  and  make  all  orders 
in  mj  name  that  will  expedite  its  completion.  I  want  it  finished  to  bring  back 
to  Chattanooga  the  sick,  wounded,  and  surplus  trash.  On  the  1st  of  November 
I  want  nothing  in  front  of  Chattanooga  save  what  we  can  u«e  as  food  and  cloth- 
ing and  haul  in  our  wagons.  There  is  plenty  of  com  in  the  country,  and  we 
only  want  forage  for  the  posts.  I  allow  ten  (10)  days  to  do  all  this,  by  which 
time  I  expect  to  be  near  Atlanta. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  MilitaryDivisionopthb  Mississippi, 

Jn  thejieldf  Summerville,  Ga,  October  19,  1864. 
Colonel  A  Beckwith,  Chief  Com.  Sub.  and  AcVg  Q.  M.,  Atlanta,  Ga.  : 

Hood  will  escape  me.  I  want  to  prepare  for  my  big  raid.  On  the  1st  of 
November  I  want  nothing  in  Atlanta  but  what  is  necessary  to  war.  Send  all 
trash  to  the  rear  at  once  and  have  on  hand  thirty  (30)  days*  food  and  but  little 
forage.  I  propose  to  abandon  Atlanta  and  the  railroad  back  to  Chattanooga, 
and  Bally  forth  to  ruin  Georgia  and  bring  up  on  the  sea-shore.  Make  all  dis- 
P<>6itionB  accordingly.  I  will  go  down  the  Coosa  until  sure  that  Hood  has 
gone  to  Blue  mountain. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Summerville,  Ga.,  October  19,  1864. 

General  :  At  some  more  leisure  time  I  will  record  the  facts  relating  to  Hood's 
attack  on  my  communications.  He  has  partially  succeeded,  from  the  superior 
Debility  of  his  columns,  moving  without  food  or  wagons.  I  now  have  him  turned 
^k,  and  am  pushing  him  until  he  will  not  dare  turn  up  "Will's  valley  without 
^ving  me  at  his  rear,  and  the  Tennessee  at  his  front.  My  opinion  is  he  will 
&  to  Blue  mountain,  the  terminus  of  the  Selma  and  Talladega  road,  where  he 
^i  Beauregard  will  concoct  new  mischief. 

We  must  not  be  on  the  defensive,  and  I  now  consider  myself  authorized  to 
execute  my  plan  to  destroy  the  ridlroad  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  including 
^^  latter  city,  (modified  by  General  Grant  from  Dalton,  &c.,)  strike  out  into  the 
l»«artof  Georgia,  and  make  for  Charleston,  Savannah,  or  the  mouth  of  Appala- 
^icola.  General  Grant  prefers  the  middle  one.  Savannah,  and  I  understand  you 
^  prefer  Sclma  and  the  Alabama.  I  must  have  alternatives,  else,  being  confined 
^  one  route,  the  enemy  might  so  oppose  that  delay  and  want  would  trouble  me ; 
but,  having  alternatives,  I  can  take  so  eccentric  a  course  that  no  general  can 
gnees  at  my  objective.  Therefore,  when  you  hear  I  am  off  have  lookouts  at 
Monia  island,  South  Carolina,  Ossabaw  sound,  Georgia,  Pensacola  and  Mobile 
W*'  I  will  turn  up  somewhere,  and  believe  I  can  take  Macon,  Milled^eville, 
'^iigOBta,  and  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  wind  up  with  closing  the  neck  back  of 
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Charleston,  so  that  they  will  starve  out.  This  movement  is  not  purely  militar} 
or  strategic,  hut  it  will  illustrate  the  vulnerahility  of  the  south.  They  don* 
know  what  war  means ;  hut  when  the  rich  planters  of  the  Oconee  and  Savanna! 
Bee  their  fences,  and  corn,  and  hogs,  and  sneep  vanish  hefore  their  eyes,  thej 
will  have  something  more  than  a  mean  opinion  of  the  "Yanks."  Even  now  oui 
poor  mules  laugh  at  the  fine  cornfields,  and  our  soldiers  riot  on  chestnuts,  swee 
potatoes,  pigs,  chickens,  &c.  The  poor  people  come  to  me  and  beg  ns  for  thei 
lives ;  but  my  customary  answer  is, "  Your  friends  have  broken  our  ra^roads  whicl 
supplied  us  bountifully,  and  you  cannot  suppose  our  soldiers  will  suffer  whei 
there  is  abundance  within  reach." 

It  will  take  ten  (10)  days  to  finish  up  our  roads,  during  which  I  will  eat  on: 
this  flank  and  along  down  the  Coosa,  and  then  will  rapidly  put  into  execatioi 
''the  plan."  In  the  mean  time  I  ask  that  you  give  to  General  Thomas  all  th* 
troops  you  can  spare  of  the  new  levies,  that  he  may  hold  the  line  of  the  Tennes 
see  during  my  absence  of  say  ninety  (90)  days. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

WcuAingUm,  D.  C. 


[Cipher.] 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Summerville,  Ga.,  October  19,  1864. 
General  Wilson,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  Nashville: 

General  Garrard  has  about  twenty-five  hundred  (2,500)  cavalry.  General  Kil 
patrick  fifteen  hundred,  (1,500,)  General  McGook  six  hundred,  (600;)  there  ma} 
be  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  other  cavalry  with  my  army.  These  embrace  al 
the  cavalry  ready  for  battle.  I  wish  you  would  see  Generals  Johnston  an^ 
Thomas,  bring  to  me  about  tweuty-five  hundred  (2,500)  new  cavalry,  and  ther 
go  to  work  to  make  up  three  divisions,  each  of  twenty-five  hundred,  (2,500,)  fo: 
the  hardest  fighting  of  the  war.  I  am  going  into  the  very  bowels  of  the  Con 
federacy,  and  propose  to  leave  a  trail  that  will  be  recognized  fifty  years  hence 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Summerville,  Ga.,  October  20,  1864* 

General  :  I  think  I  have  thought  over  the  whole  field  of  the  future,  an< 
being  now  authorized  to  act,  I  want  all  things  bent  to  the  following  general  phu 
of  action  for  the  next  three  months : 

Out  of  the  forces  now  here  and  at  Atlanta  I  propose  to  organize  an  efiicien 
army  of  sixty  to  sixty-five  thousand  (60,000  to  65,000)  men,  with  which  I  pro 
pose  to  destroy  Macon,  Augusta,  and  it  maybe  Savannah  and  Charleston ;  but 
will  always  keep  open  the  alternatives  of  the  mouth  of  the  Appalachicola  am 
Mobile.  By  this  I  propose  to  demonstrate  the  vulnerability  of  the  south,  aiK 
make  its  inhabitants  feel  that  war  and  individual  ruin  are  synonymous  termf 
To  pursue  Hood  is  folly,  for  he  can  twist  and  turn  like  a  fox  and  wear  out  an; 
army  in  pursuit ;  to  continue  to  occupy  long  lines  of  railroads  simply  expose 
our  small  detachments  to  be  picked  up  in  detail,  and  forces  me  to  miuLe  oountei 
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marches  to  protect  lines  of  communication.  I  know  I  am  right  in  this,  and 
shall  proceea  to  its  maturitj.  As  to  detaUs^  I  propose  to  take  General  Howard 
and  his  army,  General  Schofield  and  his,  and  two  of  jour  corps,  ziz :  Generals 
Dayis's  and  Slocum's.  I  propose  to  remain  along  the  Coosa  watching  Hood  un- 
til all  my  preparations  are  made,  viz  :  until  I  have  repaired  the  railroad,  sent 
hack  all  surplus  men  and  material,  and  stripped  for  the  work.  Then  Iwill  send 
General  Stanley,  with  the  4th  corps,  across  by  Wills'  valley  and  Gaperton's  to 
BteTenson,  to  report  to  you.  K  you  send  me  five  or  six  thousand  (5,000  or 
6,000)  new  conscripts,  I  may  also  send  back  one  of  General  Slocum's  or  Davis's 
divisions,  but  I  prefer  to  maintain  organizations.  I  want  you  to  retain  command 
in  Tennessee,  and  before  starting  I  will  give  you  delegated  authority  over  Ken- 
tacky,  and  Mississippi,  Alabama,  &c.,  whereby  there  will  be  imity  of  action  be- 
hind me.  I  will  want  you  to  hold  Chattanooga  and  Decatur  in  force,  and  on 
the  occasion  of  my  departure,  of  which  you  will  have  ample  notice,  to  watch 
Hood  close.  I  think  he  will  follow  me,  at  least  with  his  cavalry,  in  which 
event  I  want  you  to  push  south  from  Decatur  and  the  head  of  the  Tennessee 
.  for  Columbus,  Mississippi,  and  Selma,  not  absolutely  to  reach  those  points,  but 
to  divert  or  pursue  according  to  the  state  of  facts.  If,  however.  Hood  turns  on 
yon,  joa  must  act  defensively  on  the  line  of  the  Tennessee.  I  will  ask,  and 
you  may  also  urge,  that  at  the  same  time  General  Canby  act  vigorously  up 
the  Alabama  river. 

I  do  not  fear  that  the  southern  army  will  again  make  a  lodgement  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, for  past  events  demonstrate  how  rapidly  armies  can  be  raised  in  the 
northwest  on  that  question,  and  how  easily  handled  and  supplied.  The  only 
hope  of  a  southern  success  is  in  the  remote  regions  difficult  of  access.  We 
have  now  a  good  entering  wedge,  and  should  drive  it  home.  It  will  take  some 
time  to  complete  these  details,  and  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  in  the  mean  time. 
We  must  preserve  a  large  amount  of  secrecy,  and  I  may  actually  change  the 
ultimate  point  of  arrival,  but  not  the  main  object. 
I  am,  &C., 

W.  T.  SHER3IAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Major  General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Gaylesville,  Ala,,  October  21,  1864. 
General  Corse  : 

1  have  received  your  note,  and  am  glad  of  the  fair  prospect  of  things  both  at 
home  and  with  us.  Hood  retreated  with  more  precipitancy  than  I  had  first 
Apposed,  and  I  learn  that  the  day  you  and  General  Cox  moved  out  of  Rome 
^e  stampeded  the  train  back  to  Blue  mountain.  I  now  have  my  infantry  up 
^  Little  river  and  at  Cedartown,  and  the  mass  about  here.  I  will  push  cav- 
^  well  down  towards  Gadsden,  and  want  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Cedartown. 
°^d  your  spare  one  down  with  the  knowledge  that  it  will  be  destroyed  when 
^^  are  done  with  it.  Inasmuch  as  the  boats  may  be  fired  on,  I  want  you  to 
Jjnd  your  cavalry  and  one  or  two  brigades  of  infantry  down  by  Van's  valley, 
Cave  spring,  and  the  Centre  road,  to  cover  the  movement.  As  soon  as  I  get 
Ac  bridge  I  will  occupy  Centre,  after  eating  out  this  Chattanooga  valley,  which 
^c  find  rich  in  forage,  and  some  potatoes,  hogs,  chickens,  &c.  I  explain  to  the 
people  that  we  have  abundance  of  provision  at  the  north ;  that  we  have  good 
roads  to  our  rear,  and  that  we  design  to  supply  our  own  wants ;  but  Hood  has 
broken  our  road,  and  we  must  make  it  off  the  country.  I  think  we  can  save 
SBongh  forage  to  pay  for  the  repairs.    I  don't  want  too  much  accumulatiQiiL  «.\ 
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Rome  or  anywhere,  for  I  design  something  else ;  bnt  we  will  send  oar  trains  into 
and  through  Rome  to  meet  ns  elsewhere  in  a  few  days.  Telegraph  to  Chatta- 
nooga to  send  all  mails  and  express  matter  to  this  army  via  Rome.  I  have  or- 
dered a  coarier  line  back.  I  want  you  to  establish  one  forward,  say  to  Coosa ville. 
Order  the  boats  in  descending  to  destroy  or  bring  along  all  boats,  canoes,  floats,  &;c., 
&c.  Let  them  be  armed  and  ordered  to  proceed  with  caution.  Find  for  me,  if  you 
can,  where  the  steamboats  that  are  above  the  Ten  Islands  are  now  sunk.  I  may 
get  them  up  or  further  destroy  them.  Continue  to  give  daily  budgets  of  news, 
and  keep  all  the  posts  advised  of  our  whereabouts. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  GaylesviUe,  Ala.,  October  20,  1864. 
General  Slocum,  Atlanta,  Ga.  : 

I  have  your  despatch  of  the  18th.  Use  all  your  energies  to  send  to  the  rear 
everything  not  needed  for  the  grand  march.  I  will  take  your  corps  along.  We 
will  need  one  and  a  half  million  rations  of  bread,  coffee,  sugar,  and  salt,  half  a  mil- 
lion rations  of  salt  meat,  and  all  else  should  be  shipped  away.  All  sick  and  wounded 
should  be  sent  to  Resaca  and  Chattanooga  as  soon  as  the  road  is  open.  Gene- 
ral Thomas  and  staff  will  remain  in  Tennessee.  I  will  take  two  of  the  corps  of 
the  army  of  the  Cumberland  and  send  General  Stanley's  back.  I  want  to  be 
near  Atlanta,  and  ready  by  November  1.  Keep  out  strong  foraging  parties  and 
keep  the  bridges  well  secured.  Have  the  lightest  pontoon  bridges  and  trains 
ready.  All  else  will  be  sent  to  the  rear  or  destroyed.  The  enemy  has  retreated 
rapidly  before  us  down  the  Coosa  towards  Gadsden. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  GayleiviUe,  Ala,,  October  22,  1864. 
General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va. : 

I  feel  perfectly  master  of  the  situation  here.  I  still  hold  Atlanta,  and  the  road 
with  all  bridges  and  vital  points  well  guarded,  and  I  have  in  hand  an  army  be- 
fore which  Hood  has  retreated  precipitately  down  the  valley  of  the  Coosa.  It 
is  hard  to  divine  his  future  plans,  but  by  abandoning  Greorgia,  and  taking  posi- 
tion with  his  rear  to  Selma,  he  thieatens  the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta, 
and  may  move  up  to  Tennessee  by  Decatur.  He  cannot  cross  the  Tennessee 
except  at  Muscle  shoals,  for  all  other  points  are  patrolled  by  our  gunboats. 

I  am  now  perfecting  arrangements  to  put  into  Tennessee  a  force  able  to  hold 
the  line  of  the  Tennessee  whilst  I  break  up  the  railroad  in  front  of  Dallon, 
including  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and  push  into  Georgia  and  break  up  all  its  rail- 
roads and  depots,  capture  its  horses  and  negroes,  make  desolation  everywhere  ; 
destroy  the  factories  at  Macon,  Milledgeville,  and  Augusta,  and  bring  up  with 
sixty  thousand  (60,000)  men  on  the  sea-shore  about  Savannah  or  Charleston. 
I  think  this  far  better  than  defending  a  long  line  of  railroad.  I  will  leave  General 
George  H.  Thomas  to  command  all  my  military  division  behind  me,  and  take 
with  me  only  the  best  fighting  material.    Of  course  I  will  subsist  on  the  bona- 


BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR  Q£NEBAL  SHERBIAN.         239 

tifal  cornfields  and  potato  patches,  as  I  am  now  doing,  laxurionslj.     I  have  now 
all  jour  despatches,  and  there  will  he  time  to  give  me  further  instruction. 

Canhy  should  he  most  active  as  against  Sehna  from  the  direction  of  Mohile, 
and  I  will  order  similar  movements  from  the  Mississippi  river  and  Decatur,  pro- 
vided Beauregard  follows  me,  as  he  will  he  forced  to  do  hj  puhlic  clamor. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  U.  S.  A. 


[Cipher.] 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefiddt  GayleBviUe,  Ala.,  October  23,  1864* 
General  Slocum,  Atlanta,  Ga.; 

Tour  despatch  of  the  20th  received.  Am  delighted  at  jour  success  in  foraging. 
Go  on,  pile  up  the  forage,  com,  and  potatoes,  and  keep  jour  artiller  j  horses  fat ; 
send  back  all  unserviceable  artillerj,  and,  at  the  last  moment,  we  can  count  up 
our  liorses  and  see  what  we  can  haul,  and  send  back  all  else.  One  gun  per 
thousand  men  will  he  plentj  to  take  alon^.  Hood  is  doubtless  now  at  Blue 
mountain,  and  Forrest  over  about  Corinth  and  Tuscumbia,  hoping  bj  threatening 
Tennessee  to  make  me  quit  Georgia.  We  are  piling  up  men  in  Tennessee  enough 
to  attend  to  them,  and  to  leave  me  free  to  go  ahead.  The  railroad  will  be  done  in  a 
d&y  or  two.  We  find  abundance  of  corn  and  potatoes  out  here,  and  we  enjoj 
them  much.  Thej  cost  nothing  a  bushel.  If  Georgia  can  afford  to  break  our 
railroad,  she  can  afford  to  feed  us.  Please  preach  this  doctrine  to  men  who  go 
forth  and  are  likelj  to  spread  it.    All  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
•  Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

jDi  the  field,  Gaylestnlle,  Ala.,  October  23,  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tenn. : 

Despatch  of  18th  received.  I  wrote  jou  in  great  detail  bj  Colonel  War- 
ner. Hood  is  now  at  Blue  mountain,  and  Forrest  is  evidentlj  over  about 
Tuscumbia.  No  doubt  thej  will  endeavor  conjointlj  to  make  me  come  out  of 
Georgia,  but  I  don't  want  them  to  succeed.  All  Georgia  is  now  open  to  me, 
and  I  do  believe  jou  are  the  man  best  qualified  to  manage  the  affairs  of  Tennes- 
see and  north  Mississippi. 

I  want  approximate  returns  of  all  troops  subject  to  jour  orders,  and,  as  I  wrote 
JOU,  I  can  spare  jou  the  4th  corps  and  about  five  thousand  (5,000)  men  not  fit 
for  mj  purposes,  but  which  will  be  well  enough  for  garrison  at  Chattanooga, 
Murfreesburo',  and  Nashville.  What  jou  need  is  a  few  points  fortified  and 
stocked  with  provisions,  and  a  good  movable  column  of  twentj-five  thousand 
(25,000)  men  that  can  strike  in  anj  direction. 

I  await  further  reports  from  jou  before  doing  anjthing,  but  am  making  all 
preparations  necessar  j.  We  find  abundance  of  forage  and  stores  down  here,  and 
nave  not  the  most  distant  fears  of  want  or  starvation.  All  mj  animals  are  im- 
proving, and  General  Slocum,  at  Atlanta,  reports  foraging  most  successful ;  four 
hundred  (400)  wagons  on  one  occasion,  seven  hundred  (700)  on  another,  and  six 
hundred  (600)  now  out.     If  Hood  breaks  our  road,  Georgia  must  paj  for  it. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jieldf  Gaylcsville,  Ala.,  Octoher  24,  1864. 
Qeneral  H.  W.  Halleck,  WoBhington: 

We  have  heard  of  General  Sheridan's  victory  at  Cedar  creek.  We  can't 
afford  to  bnm  gunpowder,  bat  oar  men  can  make  ap  in  yelling,  which  is  just  as 
good.  We  have  pushed  the  enemy  to  Gadsden,  and  are  now  living  on  the  country 
until  the  road  is  repaired,  which  will  be  done  by  Thursday,  the  27th.  I  will 
fiend  back  all  sick,  wounded,  and  surplus  property,  ready  to  take  up  our  bag- 
gage and  march  wherever  it  may  seem  best.  General  Wilson  is  here,  and  asks 
for  time  to  make  up  a  good  cavalry  force,  but  I  will  be  governed  by  the  movements 
of  Beauregard.  I  send  an  order  made  by  Beauregard  on  assuming  command, 
which  seems  to  be  of  enough  importance  to  telegraph.  General  Slocum  reports 
all  well  at  Atlanta ;  he  has  gathered  near  two  thousand  (2,000)  wa^on-loads  of 
com  and  forage.  All  my  animals  hei*e  are  improving  on  the  comnelds  of  the 
Coosa ;  and  you  will  observe  my  position  at  Gaylesville,  Blue  Pond,  and  a  pon- 
toon laid  at  Cedar  Bluff,  with  a  division  at  Alpine  and  Will's  Valley  Head,  is 
very  good  to  watch  the  enemy  about  Gadsden  and  Blue  mountain. 

Beauregard  announces  his  theorem  to  be  to  drive  Sherman  out  of  Atlanta, 
which  he  still  holds  defiantly  and  dares  him  to  the  encounter,  but  is  not  wilHng 
to  chase  him  all  over  creation. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field)  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  October  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  in  any  way  adverse  to  the  organization 
of  negro  regiments,  further  than  as  to  its  effects  on  the  white  race.  I  do  wish 
the  fine  race  of  men  that  people  our  northern  States  should  rule  and  determine 
the  future  destiny  of  America ;  but  if  they  prefer  trade  and  gain,  and  leave  to 
bought  substitutes  and  negroes  the  fighting,  (the  actual  conflict,)  of  course  the 
question  is  settled,  for  those  who  hold  the  swords  and  muskets  at  the  end  of  this 
war  (which  is  but  fairly  begun)  will  have  something  to  say.  If  negroes  are  to 
fight,  they,  too,  will  not  be  content  with  sliding  back  into  the  status  of  slave  or 
free  negro.  I  much  prefer  to  keep  negroes  yet,  for  some  time  to  come,  in  a 
subordinate  state ;  for  our  prejudices,  yours  as  well  as  mine,  are  not  yet  schooled 
for  absolute  equality. 

Jeff.  Davis  has  succeeded  perfectly  in  inspiring  his  people  with  the  truth  that 
liberty  and  government  are  worth  fighting  for ;  that  pay  and  pensions  are  silly 
nothings  compared  to  the  priee  fought  for.  Now,  I  would  aim  to  inspire  oar 
own  people  also  with  the  same  idea— that  it  is  not  right  to  pay  one  tnonsand 
(1,000)  dollars  to  some  fellow,  who  will  run  away,  to  do  his  fighting,  or  to  some 
poor  negro  who  is  thinking  of  the  day  of  jubilee ;  but  that  every  young  and 
middle-aged  man  should  be  proud  of  the  chance  to  fight  for  the  stability  of  his 
country  without  profit  and  without  price ;  and  I  would  like  to  see  all  trade  and 
manufactures  absolutely  cease  until  this  fight  is  over ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation 
or  concealment  in  saying  that  there  is  not,  and  should  not  be,  the  remotest  chance 
of  peace  again  on  this  continent  till  all  this  is  realized,  save  the  peace  which 
would  result  from  the  base  and  cowardly  submittal  to  Jeff.  Davis's  terms.  I  would 
use  negroes  as  surplus,  but  not  spare  a  single  white  man,  not  one.  Any  white 
man  who  don't  and  won't  fight  now  should  be  killed,  banished,  or  denatioiialized, 
and  then  we  would  discriminate  among  the  noisy  patriots  and  see  who  really 
should  vote.  v 
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If  the  negroes  fight  and  the  whites  don't,  of  coarse  the  negroes  will  gov- 
ern. They  won't  ask  you  or  me  for  the  privilege,  hut  will  simply  take  it,  and 
probably  reverse  the  relation  hitherto  existing,  and  they  would  do  right. 

If,  however,  the  government  has  determined  to  push  the  policy  to  the  end,  it 

is  both  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  assist,  and  in  that  event  I  should  like  to  have 

Colonel  Bowman,  now  commanding  the  district  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  to 

oiganize  and  equip  such  as  may  fall  into  the  custody  of  the  army  I  command. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  25,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  have  reports  this  evening  from  General  Granger  that  Hood,  with  his  army 
is  moving  down  the  Tennessee  river,  by  the  way  of  Guntersville  and  Summerville 
Have  you  any  information  tending  to  confirm  my  reports  received  ? 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  GaylesmlU,  Ala,,  October  26,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee : 

A  reconnoissance  pushed  down  to  Gadsden  to-day  reveals  the  fact  that  the 
rebel  army  is  not  there,  and  the  chances  are  it  has  moved  west.  If  it  turns 
up  at  Gontersville  I  will  be  after  it ;  but  if  it  goes,  as  I  believe,  to  Decatur  and 
beyond,  I  must  leave  it  to  you  at  present,  and  push  for  the  heart  of  Georgia. 
AD  I  want  is  to  get  my  sick  and  wounded  back  to  a  safe  place.  I  start  the  4th 
w™  back  to  morrow,  via  Winston's  and  Valley  Head,  ordering  it  to  Bridgeport 
w  Chattanooga,  according  to  what  orders  Stanley  may  have  from  you.  Stanley 
^have  about  fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  men.  Beauregard  may  attempt  Ten- 
iicflcee  from  the  direction  of  Muscle  shoals,  but  when  he  finds  me  pushing  for 
Macon,  Milledgeville,  &c.,  he  will  turn  back.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  order 
giving  jou  supreme  command  in  my  absence. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cmnmanding, 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  26,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Hiy'or  Greneral  Sherman  : 

General  Granger  telegraphs  me  again  to-dav  that  Hood's  army  is  threatening 
to  cross  the  Tennessee  river  at  various  places  between  Guntersville  and  Decatur. 
I  have  sent  down  to  him  all  the  re-enforcements  I  have  to  spare  at  this  time. 
Have  you  any  information  that  Hood  has  moved  with  his  army  in  the  direction 
indicated  in  tliese  reports  ? 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
#  Major  General 

16» 
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[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  October  26,  1864—10.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

General  Granger  reports  that  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  in  front  of  Deca- 
tur to-day  about  3  p.  m.  His  pickets  were  driven  in,  but  no  serious  attack  was 
made  on  him  by  the  enemy.  Have  sent  him  all  the  re-enforcements  I  can  get. 
From  his  report  it  would  seem  that  Hood  intends  to  attempt  the  crossing  of  the 
Tennessee  river. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  27,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  of  9  a.  m.  yesterday  is  received.  I  telegraphed  you  last  night 
that  the  enemy  had  appeared  in  force  in  front  of  Decatur  and  di-ove  in  our 
pickets.  Have  ordered  him  to  defend  Decatur  to  the  last  extremity,  and  have 
ordered  gunboats  to  patrol  the  river  from  Bridgeport  to  Decatur  as  well  as  they  are 
able.  I  have  also  a  small  force  at  Whiteside,  with  artillery,  and  at  Claysville. 
Have  only  been  able  to  send  Granger  three  new  regiments,  the  others  being 
necessary  to  place  guards  for  block-houses  on  the  railroad  to  Chattanooga  and 
Pulaski.  I  have  ordered  forward  the  new  regiments  as  fast  as  possible,  but  as 
yet  there  are  eight  regiments  behind.  Granger  believes  Hood's  army  is  near 
Decatur  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the  Tennessee  river.  I  would  like  to  get 
the  4th  corps  as  soon  as  you  can  spare  it. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  GenerdL 


LCipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  October  27,  1864. 
General:  I  have  sent  the  4th  corps,  General  Stanley's,  back  to  Stevenson. 
This  corps  is  about  fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  strong.  I  will  also  send  all  the 
men  not  suited  to  our  long  march,  but  they  will  answer  for  defending  posts. 
These,  with  what  General  Thomas  has,  wiH^enable  him  to  hold  Tennessee ; 
and  in  a  few  days  I  hope  to  be  all  ready  to  carry  into  effect  my  original  plan. 

No  doubt  Hood  has  gone  off  toward  the  west  about  Decatur,  and  ^ay  attempt 
and  succeed  in  crossing  the  Tennessee,  although  that  river  is  high  and  patrolled 
by  gunboats.  If  he  attacks  fortified  places  he  will  soon  cripple  his  army  so 
that  Thomas  can  dispose  of  him.  I  will  wait  a  few  days  to  hear  what  headway 
he  makes  about  Decatur,  and  may  yet  turn  to  Tennessee ;  but  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  to  take  a  step  backwards.  I  think  it  would  be  better  even  to  let  him 
ravage  the  State  of  Tennessee,  provided  he  does  not  gobble  up  too  many  of  cor 
troops. 

General  Thomas  is  well  alive  to  the  occasion,  and  better  suited  to  the  emer- 
gency than  any  man  I  have.  He  should  be  strengthened  as  soon  as  possible, 
aff  the  successful  defence  of  Tennessee  should  not  be  left  to  chance. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Hallecr, 

Washington,  D.  C.  • 
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[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldy  Gaylesville,  Ala,,  October  28  1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

I  have  yonr  despatches  of  the  26th  and  27th,  announcing  that  Hood's  force  has 
appeared  before  Decatur.  I  have  already  sent  the  4th  corps,  which  should  reach 
Wauhatchee  to-morrow ;  use  it  freely,  and  if  I  see  that  Hood  crosses  the  Ten- 
nessee, I  will  send  Schofield.  On  these  two  corps  you  can  engraft  all  the  new 
troops;  with  the  balance  I  will  go  south.  Hood  has  little  ammunition  and  can- 
not afford  to  attack  fortified  places.  Caution  all  posts  to  defend  themselves 
manfully,  and  Hood  will  soon  exhaust  himself.  The  greatest  danger  is  of  gar- 
risons being  cut  off.  Instruct  them,  and  see  that  each  has  provisions  to  last  until 
relief  comes.  If  Hood  crosses,  it  will  be  about  Lamb's  ferry  or  Bainbridge. 
Wilson  is  now  well  down  toward  Jacksonville,  and  appearances  are  that  Hood 
has  shifted  his  stores  on  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad.  I  will  go  to  Rome 
to-morrow.     Keep  me  well  advised. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  3Iississippi, 

In  thejield,  Rome,  Ga„  October  28,  1864. 
General  Stbbdman,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee : 

Telegraph  to  General  Granger  he  must  hold  on  to  the  death.  Hood  has  no 
lunmanition  to  spare,  and  cannot  afford  to  assault.  Send  Grauger  some  am- 
njnnition,  if  you  can  safely  do  so,  by  a  boat.  The  gunboats  ought  all  to  be 
there. 

Hovements  will  occur  elsewhere  that  will  make  Hood  quit  Decatur.  Tell 
Granger  to  delay  Hood  there  as  long  as  he  can.  Stanley's  corps  will  reach 
Wauhatchee  to-morrow,  and  I  will  also  send  up  Schofield's  corps.  Let  General 
Thomas  re-enforce  Granger,  if  necessary  ;  but  he  don't  want  too  many  men. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga„  October  28, 1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee : 

General  Granger  must  hold  as  long  as  he  can.  Hood  won't  assault.  Both 
AUttoona  and  Resaca  beat  him  off,  and  neither  was  as  strong  as  Decatur.  General 
Granger  don't  want  too  many  men ;  they  would  be  in  his  way.  The  gunboats 
should  be  near  him.  Hood  cannot  spare  ammunition  to  bombard.  General 
Stanley  will  be  at  Wauhatchee  to-morrow,  and  I  may  also  send  Schofield 
np  from  here.  Notify  all  commanders  of  fortified  places  that  numbers  are 
nothing;  they  must  hold  their  posts  against  a  million.  Let  them  get  pro- 
vieions  and  ammunition  in  now.  If  troops  come  from  Missouri,  Eastport  would 
be  a  good  place,  unless  Hood  succeeds  in  crossing  the  Tennessee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
•  Major  General  Commanding. 


244         BEPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  8HERNAK. 

Warrknsburg,  Mo.,  October  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  received .  General  Halleck  says,  in  a  despatch  of  to-day.  General 
Grant  thinks  I  can  and  ought  to  send  you  re- enforcements.  I  have  looked 
upon  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  as  a  loan  from  you.  They  are  now 
near  Kansas  border,  and  will  march  toward  St.  Louis  with  all  practicable  speed, 
scouting  the  country.  They  will  be  provided  with  everything  needful,  and 
sent  to  you  as  soon  as  they  can  reach  the  Mississippi.  I  have  no  cavalry 
available.    I  would  like  very  much  to  know  your  exact  wants  and  situation. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga,,  October  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee : 

General  Stanley  should  reach  Wauhatchee  to-day.  Schofield  will  be  here 
to-night,  and  I  will  push  him  right  away  for  Resaca,  to  go  to  Chattanooga  if 
events  call  for  it.  Order  all  recruits  and  drafted  men  accordingly,  viz :  those  for 
14th,  15th,  17th  and  20th  corps  to  come  to  the  front.  Appoint  some  good  man 
to  organize  and  arm  the  convalescents  I  send  back.  I  repeat,  should  the  enemy 
cross  the  Tennessee  in  force,  abandon  all  minor  points  and  concentrate  your 
forces  at  some  point  where  you  cover  the  road  from  Murfreesboro'  to  Stevenson. 
Engraft  on  Stanley  and  Schofield  all  the  new  troops.  Give  Schofield  a  division 
of  new  troops.  Give  General  Tower  all  the  men  you  can  to  finish  the  forts  at 
Nashville,  and  urge  on  the  navy  to  pile  up  gunboats  in  the  Tennessee. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rorne,  Ga.,  October  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee : 

We  have  reconnoitred  well  down  to  Gadsdon  and  Jacksonville.  Hood  took 
with  him  all  his  infantry  and  a  good  deal  of  cavalry.  He  started  for  Bridgeport 
and  Guntersville,  but  my  movements  have  thrown  him  clear  across  to  the  M<u)ile 
and  Ohio  railroad.  If  he  do  not  attack  Decatur  to-day  he  will  not  at  all ;  but  he 
will  go  to  Tu&cnmbia  and  depend  on  the  Mobile  road.  Now,  I  want  you  to  be 
all  ready  for  him  if  he  enters  Tennessee.  He  will  work  as  fast  as  possible,  for  win- 
ter is  coming;  but  he  cannot  have  supplies,  and  will  be  dependent  on  the  coun- 
try. I  have  sent  General  Stanley  back ;  give  him  as  many  conscripts  as  possible, 
and  use  him  as  the  nucleus.  I  will  send  also  Schofield  back,  who  will  relieve  yon 
of  all  that  Knoxville  branch ;  but,  if  necessary,  break  up  all  minor  poste,  and 
get  about  Columbia  as  big  an  army  as  you  can,  and  go  at  him.  You  may  hold 
all  the  cavalry  and  new  troops,  except  new  artilleiy  assigned  to  the  corps  with 
me.  I  would  like  Dalton  held,  but  leave  that  to  you ;  Chattanooga,  of  courBey 
and  Decatur,  in  connexion  with  the  boats.  If,  to  make  up  a  force  adeqoatet  it 
be  necessary,  abandon  Huntsville,  and  that  line,  and  the  Nashville  and  the 
Decatur  road,  except  so  far  as  it  facilitates  an  army  operating  toward  Floreoee. 
Already  the  papers  in  Georgia  begin  to  howl  at  being  abandoned,  and  will  howl 
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Btill  more  before  they  are  done.  Get,  if  you  can,  Generals  A.  J.  Smith's  and 
Mower's  divisions,  belonging  to  my  army,  from  Missoari,  and  let  them  come  to 
you  via  Clifton.  Get  the  ganboats  to  fill  the  Tennessee  river,  and  that  will 
bother  the  enemy  much;  and  if  you  can  make  a  good  lodgement  at  Eastport, 
Hood  could  not  use  the  Corinth  and  Decatur  road,  for  there  are  only  seven  (7) 
miles  of  good  road  from  Eastport  to  Inka.  Schoficld  has  not  got  in  yet,  but  I 
will  push  him  right  on  to  Resaca.  I  will  give  yon  notice  when  I  start.  All 
preparations  are  now  pro*::re8sing,  but  I  want  to  know  Hood's  movements,  and 
now  well  yon  are  prepared,  before  I  start. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Warrrnsburg,  Mo  ,  October  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  forgot  to  say  that  Winslow's  cavalry,  that  came  with  General  Mower,  will 
be  sent  to  Memphis  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done.  It  is  now  on  the  Kansas  border, 
las  had  a  hard  campaign,  and  must  be  remounted,  which  will  be  done  as  speedily 
as  poBsible. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Rosecrans,  Warrensburgy  Mo. : 

I  bave  your  despatches  to-day.  I  have  pushed  Beauregard  to  the  west  of  De- 
c*tur,  but  I  know  he  is  pledged  to  invade  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  having 
biB  base  on  the  old  Mobile  and  Ohio  road.  I  have  put  Thomas  in  Tennessee, 
and  given  him  as  many  troops  as  he  thinks  necessary,  but  I  don't  want  to  leave 
It  to  cbance,  and  therefore  would  like  to  have  Smith's  and  Mower's  divisions 
^p  tbe  Tennessee  river  as  so(>n  as  possible.  Could  you  get  them  on  board  of 
boats  at  Booneville,  or  higher  up,  and  let  the  boats  run  to  Paducah,  wbere  orders 
^ould  meet  them  ? 

I  propose,  myself,  to  push  straight  down  into  the  heart  of  Georgia,  smashing 
^Junga  generally. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


r  Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Borne,  Ga.,  October  29,  1864. 
Cenend  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

I  have  your  despatch.  General  Stanley  has  reached  Chattanooga,  and  can, 
^  the  assistance  of  the  cars,  reach  Athens  in  less  than  four  days.  I  hear 
ftat  the  enemy  has  passed  to  the  west  of  Decatur,  and  therefore  will  cross  about 
Florence.  I  don't  see  how  Beauregard  can  support  his  army,  but  Jeff.  Davis 
tt  desperate,  and  his  men  will  undertake  anything  possible.  If  necessary,  draw 
beavy  on  Chattanooga,  depending  on  Schofield  to  replace  them.  Schofield  is 
not  yet  up,  but  I  ^nll  push  him  right  along  to  Resaca.    With  Dccatoc  b&Vi^ 
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and  a  good  gunboat  force  up  at  tlie  bead  of  navigation,  tbe  enemy  will  be  bold 
to  enter  Tennessee ;  but  we  must  expect  anything.  If  they  wait  to  get  sup- 
plies about  Tuscumbia  you  will  get  the  Missouri  troops.  Have  your  orders 
to  meet  them  at  Paducah. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Chattanooga,  October  29,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

The  following  has  just  been  received  from  Decatur,  dated  October  24 — 4.40 
p.  m. : 

"  I  told  you  we  drove  the  rebs  out  of  their  rifle-pits  yesterday,  capturing  one 
hundred  and  twenty,  (120.)  In  the  evening  we  made  another  sortie,  spiking  a 
couple  of  guns,  and  making  fourteen  (14)  more  prisoners.  In  this  skirmish  we 
lost  forty  (40)  killed  and  wounded.  Our  loss  altogether,  up  to  this  time,  amounts 
to  eighty  (80.)  We  blew  up  four  (4)  caissons,  and  dismounted  two  (2)  pieces 
of  artillery.  We  killed  and  wounded  a  very  large  number  of  the  enemy,  full 
five  hundred  (500.)  About  four  (4)  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  they  began  to  leave  in 
direction  of  Courtland.  I  have  been  probing  them  at  diflFerent  points  all  day, 
finding  tliem  in  force  until  4  o'clock  this  evening,  when  our  forces  carried  their 
last  line  of  rifle-pits ;  enemy  evidently  believing  us  to  be  in  very  strong  forc« 
here,  judging  from  what  their  prisoners  have  stated.  I  have  endeavored  to  keep 
up  this  impression.  I  am  picketing  the  river  with  all  the  cavalry  in  my  posses- 
sion, down  to  the  mouth  of  Elk  river.  If  gunboat  returns,  now  some  miles  up 
river,  I  will  send  a  regiment  down  the  river  to  Brown's  ferry.  Negroes  who 
escaped  from  them,  and  prisoners,  say  that  Hood  and  Beauregard  are  both  with 
them.  Received  a  despatch  from  Athens  ;  stated  that  two  couriers  from  Flor- 
ence reported  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  below  Cypress  creek  in  large  force. 
1  think  this  information  is  to  the  same  effect  as  that  forwarded  by  General 
Croxton. 

"Ii  will  hardly  be  necessary  now  to  report,  any  how.  I  will  send  you, 
however,  all  the  information  I  can  obtain. 

"R.  S.  GRANGER, 

**  Brigadier  GeneraV* 
Respectfully, 

JAS.  B.  STEEDMAN, 

Major  General. 


Chattanooga,  October  29,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Just  received  the  following : 

"  Decatur,  29 — 9.30  p.  m. 

"I  have  conversed  with  a  number  of  deserters,  prisoners,  and^escaped  negroes, 
and  from  their  information  I  am  led  to  believe  it  is  the  imprefision  among  the 
officers  and  men  of  Hood's  army  that  they  are  bound  to  get  into  Middle  Tennes- 
see. The  deserter  who  has  just  left  me  says  that  their  first  aim  was  to  take 
this  place,  and  fully  expected  to  do  so.  He  thought  now  they  would  certainly 
attempt  to  cross  above  or  below.  I  am  convinced  their  infantry  forces  left  in 
the  direction  of  Couitland,  and  they  may  send  some  cavalry  to  cross  above. 
My  guide,  Harris,  a  sharp  fellow,  says,  frt)m  what  he  has  heard  above,  that 
they  will  try  to  cross  above,  near  Whitesburg.  I  have  sent  him  up  there  on 
the  gunboat  Thomas.    I  have  also  ordered,  in  addition  to  tlie  force  there  al- 
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ready,  five  (5)  companies  of  ISlst  Ohio,  about  four  hundred  and  twenty  (420) 
men.  1  have  sent  to  Brown's  ferry  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  10th  Indiana, 
and  will  send  the  Stone  River  down  there  with  one  hundred  (100)  men  of  ISlst 
Ohio.  I  think  Hood  will,  if  he  intends  to  cross,  make  the  effort  between  Elk 
River  and  Eastport.  Instructed  Colonel  Lyon  to  guard  all  passes  from  mouth 
of  Flint  river  to  Triaua,  and  scout  river  with  cavalry. 

"R.  S.  GRANGER. 
•*  Brigadier  General.*' 

"29lh— 11  p.m. 

*•  In  my  last  telegram  I  omitted  to  mention  another  reason  why  I  think  Hood 

will  go  to  Tuscumbia  before  crossing.     He  was  evidently  out  of  supplies  ;  hie 

men  were  all  gnimbling ;  the  first  thing  the  prisoners  asked  for  was  something 

to  eat-     Hood  could  not  get  anything  if  he  should  cross  this  side  of  Rogers ville. 

**R.  S.  GRANGER, 

**  Brigadier  General" 

•  JAS.  B.  STEEDMAN. 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  Tennessee, 

October  30,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Tour  two  despatches,  of  12  p.  m.  (midnight)  yesterday,  received.     One 
division  of  Stanley's  troops  has  already  left  Chattanooga  for  Athens,  and  Tin- 
dall  promises  to  have  them  all  off  by  to-morrow.    Have  despatch  from  Crox- 
ton  at  9  p.  m.  last  night.      He  says  nothing  further  of  the  crossing  of  the 
enemy  at  Florence,  but  he  learns  from  a  source  he  cannot  doubt  that  Hood's 
whole  army  reached  Town  creek  last  night,  and  would  cross  there.     Have  al- 
ready directed  him  to  oppose  Hood  with  his  whole  available  force,  reporting  di- 
rectly to  Stanley,  at  Athens,  and  to  me  here  via  Pulaski.     Ordered  Hatch  last 
night  to  re-enforce  Croxton  at  once.     Granger  believes  Hood  has  gone  towards 
Tuacumbia,  but  thinks  he  will  be  compelled  to  wait  a  day  or  two  to  get  provi- 
sions, as  his  troops  were  almost  mutinous  at  not  having  food  when  he  was  he- 
fwre  Decatur.     If  he  delays  two  days  he  will  have  no  chance  to  get  across. 
Think  General  Schofield  better  remain  at  Resaca  for  a  day  or  two,  or  until  we 
getfiirther  information.     Have  directed  General  Steed  man  to  push  forward  all 
recruits  and  drafted  men  belonging  to  regiments  with  you.     Have  repeated  my 
g^plication  to  Commander  Pennock  for  gunboats  to  go  up  Tennessee  river. 
H*ve  telegraphed  General  Rosecrans  at  St.  Louis  to  send  A.  J.  Smith's  and 
Mower's  divisions  to  Eastport ;  cavalry  to  Memphis.     I  doubt  if  Rosecrans  will 
Bend  them. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  f  eld,  liome,  Ga.,  October  30,  1864. 
M*ior  General  Thomas,  NasJiviUe,  Tennessee  : 

Despatch  of  to-day  received.     I  a^co  with  Granger  that  Hood  must  delay 
for  provisions.     He  cannot  ford  the  Tennessee,  and  must  pass  his  artillery  by 
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a  pontoon  bridge,  which  can  only  be  laid,  in  the  reach  about  Florence,  betweei 
Golbnt's  and  Muscle  shoals.  Schofield  is  here,  and  moves  to-morrow  for  Re 
saca  to  report  to  you.  Jeff.  Davis  will  move  to  Kingston  and  Howard  to  Man 
etta,  via  Vanwert  and  Dallas.  I  will  keep  all  tlie  horses,  and  will  send  Wilsoi 
with  all  the  dismounted  cavalry  back  to  Tennessee,  where  he  can  make  up  i 
very  heavy  cavalry  force,  subject  to  your  orders,  in  case  I  depart  for  the  south 
Hood  must  have  seen  Stanley  moving  to  you,  and  has  heard  the  result  of  affain 
in  Missouri  and  the  Shenandoah,  and  will  hesitate  to  put  his  aimy  in  Middh 
Tennessee  at  this  season  of  the  year,  with  the  Tennessee  river  at  his  back  ;  bu 
I  want  you  to  keep  me  advised  up  to  the  last  moment. 

It  may  take  five  (5)  days  yet  to  get  everything  back,  and  during  that  tim< 
he  may  turn  towards  me,  thinking  I  have  divided  my  forces.  General  Rose- 
crans  telegraphs  me  that  he  has  ordered  General  Mower  and  Smith's  divisions 
to  Tennessee,  and'  I  have  asked  him  to  embark  them  at  Boonville  or  Lexington 
and  send  them  in  boats  to  the  Tennessee  river,  reporting  to  you  from  Puducah 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  30,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

General  Granger  reports  enemy  gone  fi-om  his  front,  moving  off  towardc 
Tnscumbia.  He  sent  out  force  to  follow  up  the  rear  of  the  enemy  as  he  moved 
off,  capturing  some  prisoners.  He  reports  prisoners  admit  Hood's  loss,  killed 
and  wounded,  at  Decatur,  numbered  in  the  neighborhood  of  one  thousand,  (1,000.] 
Colonels  Doolittle  and  Morgan,  who  had  just  returned  from  tlie  reconnoissance 
report  heavy  firing  down  the  river,  at  about  the  rate  of  eight  shots  per  minute, 
continuing  for  about  fifteeen  (15)  minutes.  It  is  probably  General  Croxton  op 
posing  the  enemy  at  Bainbridge,  as  he  reported  last  night  that  he  had  learned 
from  a  reliable  source  that  the  enemy  intended  crossing  at  that  place.  Have  nol 
heard  from  Croxton  to-day.  The  whole  of  General  T.  J.  Wood's  division,  4tl 
corpe,  left  Chattanooga,  on  cars,  at  10  a.  m.  to-day,  for  Athens,  and  Genera! 
Stanley  expects  to  have  his  other  two  divisions  en  route  by  to-morrow  morning 
I  believe  they  will  reach  Athens  in  time  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making  ftur- 
ther  progress  into  the  country.  Have  ordered  an  additional  brigade  of  cavalrj 
to  scout  from  this  place  to-morrow  morning  to  re-enforce  Croxton. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


[Cipber.J 

Warrensburg,  Mo.,  October  30,  1864 — 11  p.m. 
(through  Headquarters  Department  op  Missouri, 

St.  Louisy  Missouri,  October  30,  1864 — 12  p.m.) 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Tour  telegram  of  29th,  12  p.  m.,  received.  The  river  is  so  low  that  General 
A.  J.  Smith  can  reach  the  Mississippi  river  sooner  by  marching.  He  leaves  in 
the  morning.  It  will  require  ten  (10)  days  to  reach  the  Mississippi  river,  where 
boats  and  complete  supplies  will  await  him.  Whatever  is  possible  will  be  done  tc 
enable  you  to  make  a  sure  thing  against  Beauregard.  I  hope  you  will  be  able 
to  give  that  army  a  thorough  defeat, 

W.  S.  B0SECRAN8, 

Major  General 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  October  31,  1864. 

Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee : 

You  rnnst  upite  all  your  men  into  one  army,  and  abandon  all  minor  points,  if 
you  expect  to  defeat  Hood.  He  will  not  attack  posts,  but  march  around  them. 
Schofield  is  marching  to-day  from  here  to  Resaca,  where  he  will  report  to  you 
for  orders.    His  advance  will  be  at  Resaca  to-night. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  31,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
H^*or  General  Sherman  : 

General  Croxton  reports  enemy  crossed  Tennessee  river,  four  miles  above 
Florence.  He  reports,  also,  that  he  was  unable  to  prevent  enemy's  crossiufi^, 
but  will  resist  their  further  progress  as  long  as  possible.  Have  ordered  General 
Hatch  to  move  to  Lawrenceburg,  between  Hooa  and  Columbia,  and  to  co-operate 
^th  General  Croxton  in  resisting  enemy's  progress.  Have  ordered  Stanley's 
corps  to  Pulaski  to  hold  that  place.  Can  you  send  me  General  Schofield  to  take 
post  at  Columbia  at  once?  I  make  this  application  because  the  force  at  Chat- 
tanooga is  not  sufficiently  large  or  well  organized  to  do  more  than  defend  that 
place. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 


Atlanta,  October  31,  1864. 
Xajor General  Sherman: 

Tour  despatch  received.  It  will  take  more  than  one-half  the  available  cars 
lictween  here  and  Chattanooga  to  move  the  23d  corps.  The  removal  of  stores 
to  the  rear  will  have  to  stop  in  a  great  measure.  The  railroad  has  been  open 
^  two  (2)  days.  Much  has  been  done,  but  there  is  still  more  to  do  than  can 
u€  done  in  seven  days,  with  the  usual  rate  of  accidents.  If  the  23d  corps  move 
^ycars  it  will  take  eleven  (11)  days  to  complete  everything.  We  still  require 
*<nne  hondreds  of  cars  of  stores  to  complete  your  supplies  and  outfit.  Under 
the  circumstances,  shall  cars  be  sent  at  once  to  move  tne  23d  corps  ?    Answer. 

L.  C.  EA8T0N. 
A.  BECKWITH. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  October  31,  1864 — 12  m. 
*«ior(}eneral  Sherman: 

.  Have  telegraphed  to  General  Rosecrans  at  Saint  Louis,  and  also  to  command- 
JS  officer  at  Paducah,  but  can  hear  nothing  from  them.  Now  that  Hood  has  un- 
doubtedly crossed  the  river,  I  think  it  important  that  General  Schofield  should 
be  sent  to  Columbia  as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  have  no  certainty  of  getting  any 
oj^W  troops.  There  are  still  six  regiments  due  from  the  north.  If  you  approve 
""*»  please  order  General  Scho£feld  to  proceed  at  once  by  rail  to  Columbia. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General 
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[Cipher,] 

Nashville,  October  31, 1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Am  endeavoring  to  concentrate  my  troops  as  much  as  possible,  and  trying  to 
place  them  at  Pulaski — Decatur  being  held  by  Granger's  forces — and  shall 
therefore  order  General  Scbofield  to  come  with  all  his  corps,  except  one  brigade, 
by  rail,  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  am  sure  Stanley's  force  will  not  be  large 
enough  to  drive  Hood's  whole  aimy  back.  He  has  a  large  cavalry  force.  I 
can  heai*  nothing  of  the  troops  from  Missouri,  and  cannot,  therefore,  rely  upon 
their  reaching  me.     Neither  can  I  hear  anything  of  the  new  regiments  expected. 

I  consider  it  absolutely  necessary  for  General  Scbofield  to  come.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  there  is  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  in  West  Tennessee,  and  now 
crossing  the  Tennessee,  near  Florence.  I  learn  by  telegram  from  Johnsonville 
that  one  gunboat  and  fivQ  transports  were  captured  last  night  below  Johnson- 
ville. Commanding  officer  at  Johnsonville  expects  to  be  attacked  daily,  and  I 
have  no  troops  to  re-enforce  him,  unless  the  Missouri  troops  should  accidentally 
get  there  in  time  to  do  so.  The  water  in  the  Tennessee  river  having  fallen  very 
low,  the  enemy  was  expected  to  cross  at  three  or  four  points,  in  spite  of  Groxton's 
efforts  to  prevent  them. 

If  General  Hatch  does  not  disregard  my  orders  for  him  to  halt  at  Pulaski, 
he  and  Croxton,  with  Stanley,  may  be  able  to  hold  Hood  at  Pulaski  until  Gen- 
eral Scbofield  can  get  up. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tJw  field,  Rome,  Ga..  November  1,  1864. 
Major  General  George  H.  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tenn,: 

Despatch  received.  The  fact  that  Forrest  is  down  about  Johnsonville,  while 
Hood  with  his  infantry  is  still  about  Florence  and  Tuscumbia,  gives  you  time  for 
concentration.  The  supplies  about  Chattanooga  are  immense,  and  I  will  soon 
be  independent  of  them ;  therefore  I  would  not  risk  supplies  coming  in  transitu 
from  Nashville  to  Chattanooga.  In  like  manner,  we  have  large  supplies  in  Nash- 
ville, and  if  they  be  well  guarded,  and  Hood  can't  get  our  supplies,  he  can't 
stay  in  Tennessee  long. 

General  Scbofield  will  go  to  you  as  rapidly  as  cars  can  take  him,  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  after  the  emergency  is  passed,  and  the  enemy  has  done  us  considerable 
damage,  re-enforcements  will  pour  to  you,  more  than  can  be  provided  for  or  taken 
care  of.     In  the  mean  time  do  your  best. 

1  will  leave  here  to-morrow  for  Kingston,  and  keep  things  moving  toward^ 
the  south.  Therefore  hold  fast  all  new  troops  coming  to  you,  excepting  such  as 
are  now  at  Chattanooga,  to  whom  1  will  give  orders. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Qeneral. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Rome,  Ga.,  November  1, 1864. 

Lieut  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Citt/  Point,  Va. : 

As  you  foresaw,  and  as  Jeff.  Davis  threatened,  the  enemy  is  now  in  the  full 
tide  of  execution  of  his  grand  plan  to  destroy  my  communications  and  defeat 
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this  anny.    His  infantrj,  about  thirty  thoasand,  (30,000,)  with  Wheeler  and 
Roddy's  cavalry,  from  seven  to  ten  thousand,  (7,000  to  10,000,)  are  now  in  the 
neigbborhood  of  Tuscumbia  and  Florence,  and  the  water  being  low,  are  able  to 
eroes  at  will.     Forrest  seems  to  be  scattered  from  Eastport  to  Jackson,  Paris, 
md  tbe  lower  Tennessee,  and  General  Thomas  reports  the  capture  by  him  of  a 
eunboat  and  five  transports.     General  Thomas  has  near  Athens  and  Pulaski 
Stanley's  corps,  about  fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  strong,  and  Schofield's  corps,  ten 
thousand,  (10,000,)  en  route  by  rail,  and  has  at  leasi  twenty  to  twenty-five  thou- 
Bfmd  (20,000  to  25,000)  men,  with  new  regiments  and  conscripts  arriving  all  the  time, 
aLso.  General  Rosecrans  promises  the  two  divisions  of  Smith  and  Mower,  belonging 
to  ine,but  I  doubtif  they  can  reach  Tennessee  in  less  than  ten  (10)  days.     If  I  were 
to  let  go  Atlanta  and  North  Georgia  and  make  for  Hood  he  would,  as  he  did  here, 
xetreat  to  the  southwest,  leaving  his  militia,  now  assembling  at  Macon  and  Grif- 
fin, to  occupy  our  conquests,  and  the  work  of  last  summer  would  be  lost.     I  have 
retained  about  fifty  thousand  (50,000)  good  troops,  and  have  sent  back  full  twenty- 
five  thousand,  (25,000,)  and  have  instructed  General  Thomas  to  hold  defensively 
KaBhyille,  Chattanooga,  and  Decatur,  all  strongly  fortified  and  provisioned  for  a 
long  siege.     I  will  destroy  all  the  railroads  of  Georgia,  and  do  as  much  substantial 
damage  as  is  possible,  reaching  the  sea-coast  near  one  of  the  points  hitherto 
indicated,  trusting  that  Thomas  with  his  present  troops,  and  the  influx  of  new 
troops  promised,  will  be  able  in  a  very  few  days  to  assume  the  offensive. 

Hood's  cavalry  may  do  a  good  deal  of  damage,  and  I  have  sent  Wilson  back  with 
til  dismounted  cavalry,  retaining  only  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  (4,500.) 
This  is  the  best  I  can  do,  and  shall,  therefore,  when  I  get  to  Atlanta  the  necessary 
stores,  move  south  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

City  Point,  Novemhcr  1,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
^jor General  Sherman: 

I)o  you  not  think  it  advisable,  now  that  Hood  has  gone  so  far  north,  to 
•ntirelv  ruin  him  before  starting  on  your  proposed  campaign]  With  Hood's 
•nny  destroyed,  you  can  go  where  you  please  with  impunity.  I  believed,  and 
will  believe,  if  you  had  started  south  while  Hood  was  in  the  neighborhood  of 
TOO,  he  would  have  been  forced  to  go  after  you.  Now  that  he  is  so  far  away, 
Ike  might  look  upon  the  chase  as  useless,  and  he  will  go  in  one  direction  while 
y<n»  are  pushing  the  other.  If  you  can  see  the  chance  for  destroying  Hood's 
•"""J*  attend  to  that  first,  and  make  your  other  move  secondary. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant  General, 


LCipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Rome,  Ga,,  November  2,  1864. 
I    **Jor  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

j    -^^^egpatch  of  7  p.  m.,  1st,  received.     I  sent  you  yesterday  copies  of  General 

[    ?J^*?^m'b  despatches,  showing  that  Smith's  and  Mower's  divisions  are  en  route ; 

I    ^^^^1  take  ten  (10)  days  for  them  to  reach  Paducah.     It  is  now  raining, 

•  •^  Beauregard  will  be  very  cautious  in  going  north  of  the  Tennessee  at  this 

•^••on  of  the  year.    Schofield  is  on  the  railroad,  and  can  be  moved  rapidly  to 
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any  point  you  indicate.  Have  you  any  positive  knowledge  that  any  part  of 
Beauregard's  infantry  has  passed  the  Tennessee  ?  Wilson  is  also  coming  to 
you  with  Garrard's  dismounted  cavalry,  and  it  would  be  well  to  have  horses 
and  equipments  awaiting  them.  According  to  Wilson's  account,  you  will  have 
in  ten  (10)  days  full  twelve  thousand  (12,000)  cavalry,  and  I  estimate  your 
infantry  force,  independent  of  railroad  guards,  full  forty  thousand  (40,000)  men, 
which  is  a  force  superior  to  the  enemy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Bjome^  Ga.,  November  2,  1864. 

Lieut.  General  U.  8.  GraxNT,  City  Point,  Va,: 

Your  despatch  is  received.  If  I  could  hope  to  overhaul  Hood,  I  would  turn 
against  him  with  my  whole  force;  then  he  would  retreat  to  the  southwest,  draw- 
ing me  as  a  decoy  from  Georgia,  which  is  his  chief  object.  If  he  ventures  north 
of  the  Tennessee,  I  may  turn  in  that  direction  and  endeavor  to  get  between  him 
and  his  line  of  retreat ;  but,  thus  far,  he  has  not  gone  above  the  Tennessee. 
Thomas  will  have  a  force  strong  enough  to  prevent  his  reaching  any  country 
in  which  we  have  an  interest,  and  he  has  orders,  if  Hood  turns  to  follow  me,  to 
push  for  Selma.  No  single  army  can  catch  him,  and  I  am  convinced  the  beet 
results  will  follow  from  our  defeating  Jeff.  Davis's  cherished  plan  of  making  me 
leave  Georgia  by  manoBuvring.  Thus  far  I  have  confined  my  efforts  to  thwart 
his  plans,  and  have  reduced  my  baggage  so  that  I  can  pick  up  and  start  in  any 
direction ;  but  I  would  regard  a  pursuit  of  Hood  as  useless.  Still,  if  he  attempts 
to  invade  Middle  Tennessee,  I  will  hold  Decatur,  and  be  prepared  to  move  in 
that  direction ;  but,  unless  I  let  ^o  Atlanta,  my  force  will  not  be  equal  to  his. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  2,  1864. 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Citi/  Point,  Va.: 

If  I  turn  back,  the  whole  effect  of  my  campaign  will  be  lost.  By  my  move- 
ments I  have  thrown  Beauregard  well  to  the  west,  and  Thomas  will  have  ample 
time  and  sufficient  troops  to  hold  him  until  re-enforcements  meet  him  firom  Mis- 
Bonri,  and  recruits.  We  have  now  ample  supplies  at  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta 
to  stand  a  month's  interruption  to  our  communications,  and  I  don't  believe  ih^ 
confederate  army  can  reach  our  lines  save  by  cavalry  raids,  and  Wilson  will 
have  cavalry  enough  to  checkmate  that.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  beat 
lesults  will  follow  me  in  my  contemplated  movement  through  Georgia. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GenerdL 


[Cipher.] 

CiTV  Point,  Va.,  November  2, 1864 — 11^0  a.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  of  9  a.  m.  yesterday  is  just  received.    I  despatched  yon  the 
same  date  advising  that  Hood's  army,  now  that  it  had  worked  bo  hat  north, 
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ought  to  be  looked  upon  more  as  the  object.  With  the  force,  however,  you 
have  left  with  General  Thomas,  he  must  be  able  to  take  care  of  Hood  and  de- 
stroy him.  I  really  do  not  see  that  you  can  withdraw  from  where  you  are  to 
follow  Hood,  without  giving  up  all  we  have  gained  in  territory.  I  say,  then,  go 
on  as  you  propose. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield^  Kingston,  Ga,,  November  2,  1864. 

Captain  Pbnnock,  United  States  Navy,  Mound  City: 

I  don't  know  what  boats  you  have  up  the  Tennessee  now,  but  hear  that 
Number  Fifty-five  has  been  captured  by  Forrest.  I  trust  you  will  keep  that 
river  well  patrolled,  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  boats  according  to  the  draught 
of  water.  If  the  present  rains  continue,  one  or  two  iron-clads  would  do  most 
important  service.  In  a  few  days  I  will  be  off  for  salt-water,  and  hope  to  meet 
my  old  fi-iend  Admiral  Porter  again.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  write  to  him, 
and  tell  him  to  look  out  for  me  about  Christmas  from  Hilton  Head  to  Savan- 
nah? During  my  absence,  please  confer  freely  with  General  Thomas,  who 
commands  in  my  stead. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher,] 

Nashville,  November  2,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

Your  despatch  of  8  a.  m.  to-day  just  received.  I  this  morning  received  the 
first  telegram  from  Rosecrans.  Contents  similar  to  the  one  you  sent  me.  I  have 
just  heard  from  General  Croxton,  who  despatched  to  me  at  7  p.  m.  yesterday, 
who  says  he  has  been  within  two  miles  of  Florence  on  the  Huntsville  side,  and 
three  miles  on  the  Lawrenceburg  side.  The  enemy  is  there  with  a  large  force 
intrenched.  They  have  laid  pontoons  at  Florence,  and  are  reported  still  cross- 
ing. He  finds  no  cavalry,  but  Forrest  is  reported  crossing  below  Florence.  I 
think  he  must  be  mistaken  about  Forrest  crossing  below  Florence.  It  may  be 
Wheeler.  General  Hatch  should  be  with  Croxton  by  this  time,  and,  although 
the  rain  may  have  made  the  roads  bad,  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  balance  of  Stan- 
ley's troops  will  reach  Pulaski  to-day.  It  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  raise 
Viithin  the  next  ten  days  more  than  Stanley's  and  Schofield's  corps,  and  Crox- 
ton's  and  Hatch's  cavalry,  unless  I  should  withdraw  railroad  guards  immedi- 
ately, which  should  not  be  done  so  long  as  we  must  operate  the  road.  The 
convalescents  will,  of  course,  only  be  fit  to  garrison  Chattanooga,  Whitesides, 
and  Bridgeport.  It  will  need  all  the  troops  Granger  has  to  hold  Decatur. 
General  Steedman's  troops,  belonging  to  my  army,  are  almost  dwindled  away 
by  expiration  of  service.  Eventually  General  Wilson  can  organize  twelve  thou- 
sand {12,000)  cavalry  from  dismounted  men  now  in  Tennessee  and  coming  from 
the  front ;  but  he  can't  do  this  in  ten  (10)  days.  We  will  all  do  the  best  we 
can.  If  Beauregard  halts  to  fortify,  I  hope  we  shall  be  ready  for  him.  It  has 
rained  some,  but  not  a  great  deal,  here. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 
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[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejlddt  Kingston,  Ga,,  Noveinher  2,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville: 

I  have  your  despatch  of  to-day.  If  Granger  will  continue  to  demonstrate  on 
the  Moulton  road  with  as  strong  a  force  as  he  can  take  out  of  Decatur,  he  will 
compel  Beauregard  to  leave  a  similar  force  in  observation.  In  like  manner, 
Grierson  at  Memphis  should  be  instructed  to  demonstrate  out  in  the  direction 
of  Ripley  or  Corinth,  to  threaten  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad,  on  which  he 
manifestly  must  depend.  Then,  having  united  Schofield  and  Stanley,  and 
filled  them  as  much  as  you  can  with  your  new  troops,  Beauregard  will  be  check- 
mated ;  but  if  he  advances  from  Florence,  fight  him  cautiously,  taking  every 
advantage  of  your  fortifications  and  the  natural  obstructions  of  the  conn  ry.  I 
think  he  will  aim  for  Fayetteville  and  Shelbyville,  but  you  know  the  country 
better  than  I  do.  General  A.  J.  Smith  reports  himself  en  route  from  Warrens- 
burg,  Missouri.  To  make  things  sure,  you  can  call  on  the  governors  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Indiana  for  some  militia,  cautioning  them  against  a  stampede,  no 
matter  what  occurs.  Try  and  avoid,  as  I  know  you  will,  all  false  alarms.  I 
am  pushing  my  ai-rangements,  and  will  soon  be  off. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GeneraL 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  2,  1864. 
Lieut.  General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va. : 

Despatch  of  11.30  a.  m.  received.  I  will  go  on  and  complete  my  arrange- 
ments, and  in  a  few  days  notify  you  of  the  day  of  my  departure. 

General  Thomas  reports  to-day  that  his  cavalry  reconnoitred  within  three 
(3)  miles  of  Florence  yesterday,  and  found  Beauregard  intrenching.  I  have 
ordered  him  to  hold  Nashville,  Chattanooga,  and  Decatur,  all  well  supplied  for 
a  siege;  all  the  rest  of  his  army  to  assemble  about  Pulaski,  and  to  fight  Beaure- 
gard cautiously  and  carefully;  at  the  same  time  for  A.  J.  Smith  and  all  re- 
enforcements  to  get  up  to  enable  him  to  assume  a  bold  offensive,  and  to  enable 
Wilson  to  get  a  good  mount  of  cavalry.  I  think  Jeff.  Davis  will  change  his 
tune  when  he  finds  me  advancing  into  the  heart  of  Georgia  instead  of  retreat- 
ing, and  I  think  it  will  have  an  immediate  effect  on  your  operations  at  Richmond. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Warrensburg,  Mo.,  November  2,  1864. 
Major  Greneral  Sherman: 

I  am  now  under  orders  to  join  you  with  my  command,  and  will  lose  no  time 
in  reaching  St.  Louis  and  embarking  for  destination  en  route.  I  have  about 
five  hundred  (t500)  men  in  Memphis  belonging  to  the  first  and  third  diviflions, 
16th  army  corps.  They  are  in  detachments,  and  in  occupation  of  the  forta  la 
Memphis.  1  now  most  earnestly  request  that  you  will  order  all  men  belonging 
to  the  first  and  third  divisions  to  be  relieved  from  duty  at  once  and  sent  to  Cairo, 
Illinois,  and  to  report  to  me  by  telegraph  at  St.  Louis. 

A.  J.  SMITH,  Major  Gemeral 
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Rome,  November  2,  1864, 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

General  Howard  reports  last  night  at  6.30  at  Cedartown,  and  nicely  in  camp. 
Says  Hood  took  much,  but  left  plenty  of  com,  and  some  pigs  are  left.  Some 
scouting  and  observing  parties  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  about  him.  A  captured 
letter  from  a  citizen  to  Governor  Brown  complains  bitterly  of  Hood's  army  and 
its  lawlessness,  and  begs  him  to  get  orders  from  Jeff.  Davis  to  stop  it. 

L.  M.  DAYTON.  A.  D.  C. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  November  2, 1864 — 11.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Can't  learn  yet  that  Beauregard  has  started  in  any  direction.     He  is  across 
the  river  at  Florence,  but  as  yet  has  not  moved  from  his  intrenchments. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.! 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  3,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

Your  despatch  received.  Glad  to  learn  the  Venus  was  recaptured,  and  have 
DO  doubt  gunboat  55  will  be  recaptured  or  destroyed.  Don't  fail  to  give  me  the 
earliest  notice  of  Beauregard's  starting  north,  for  he  is  watching  us  and  will  be 
influenced  by  our  movements.  Now  that  Forrest  is  scattered  is  a  good  time  for 
your  cavalry  to  pitch  into  Wheeler  if  ho  ventures  out  from  Florence. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga,  November  3,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Headquarters  Army,  Washington,  2>.  C: 

The  Bituation  of  affairs  now  is  as  follows :  Beauregard,  with  Hood's  army,  is 
at  Florence  with  a  pontoon  bridge,  protected  from  our  gunboats  from  below  by 
the  Colbert  shoals,  from  above  by  the  Muscle  shoals.  He  has  with  him 
Wheeler's  and  Roddy's  cavalry.  Forrest's  cavalry  is  down  about  Fort  Her- 
man. The  country  round  about  Florence  has  been  again  and  again  devastated 
during  the  past  three  years,  and  Beauregard  must  be  dependent  on  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  railroad,  which  also  has  been  broken  and  patched  up  in.  its  whole  ex- 
tent. He  purposes  and  promises  his  men  to  invade  Middle  Tennessee  for  the 
purpose  of  making  me  let  go  Georgia.  The  moment  I  detected  that  he  had 
passed  Gadsden,  I  detached  the  4th  corps,  General  Stanley,  fifteen  thousand 
(15,000)  strong,  who  is  now  at  Pulaski ;  and  subsequently  the  23d  corps,  Gen- 
eral Schofield,  ten  thousand,  (10,000,)  who  is  now  on  cars  moving  to  Nashville. 
This  gives  General  Thomas  two  full  corps  and  about  five  thousand  cavalry, 
besides  ten  thousand  (10,000)  dismounted  cavalry  and  all  the  new  troops  re- 
cently Bent  to  Tenneeeeey  with  the  railroad  guards,  with  which  to  encounter 
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Beauregard,  should  he  advance  further.  Besides  which,  General  Thomas  will 
have  the  active  co-operation  of  the  gunboats,  both  above  and  below  the  shoals, 
and  the  two  divisions  of  Smith  and  Mower  en  route  from  Missouri.  I  therefore 
feel  no  uneasiness  as  to  Tennessee,  and  have  ordered  General  Thomas  to  as- 
sume the  offensive  in  the  direction  of  Selma,  Alabama.  With  myself  I  have 
the  20th  corps  at  Atlanta,  the  15th  and  17th  near  Kenesaw,  and  the  14th  here. 
I  am  sending  to  the  rear,  as  fast  as  cars  will  move,  the  vast  accumulation  of  stuff 
that  in  spite  of  my  endeavors  has  been  got  over  the  road,  and  am  sending  for- 
ward just  enough  bread  and  meat  to  enable  me  to  load  my  wagons,  destroy 
everything  of  value  to  the  enemy,  and  start  on  my  contemplated  trip.  I  can 
be  ready  in  five  (5)  days,  but  am  waiting  to  be  more  certain  that  Thomas  will  be 
prepared  for  any  contingency  that  may  arise.  It  is  now  raining,  which  is  favor- 
able to  us,  and  unfavorable  to  the  enemy.  Davis  has  utterly  failed  in  his  threat 
to  force  me  to  leave  in  thirty  (30)  days,  for  my  railroad  is  in  good  order  from  Nash- 
ville to  Atlanta,  and  his  army  is  further  from  my  communications  now  than  it 
was  twenty  (20)  days  ago.  I  would  advise  the  accumulation  of  all  troops  avail- 
able up  the  Tennessee  river  (now  in  good  boating  stage)  about  Clifton,  subject 
to  General  Thomas's  orders,  and  that  Canby  leave  the  Mississippi  river,  to  be 
watched  by  gunboats  and  local  garrisons,  and  push,  with  about  fifteen  thousand 
(15,000)  men,  for  the  Alabama  river  and  Selma.  These  co-operating  movements 
would  completely  bewilder  Beauregard,  and  he  would  burst  with  French  despair. 
I  propose  to  adhere,  as  near  as  possible,  to  my  original  plan,  and  on  reaching 
the  sea-coast  will  be  available  for  re-enforcing  the  army  in  Virginia,  leaving  be- 
hind a  track  of  desolation  as  well  as  a  sufficient  force  to  hold  fast  all  that  is  of 
permanent  value  to  our  cause.  When  I  leave  Atlanta  it  will  contain  little  that 
will  be  of  use  or  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GeneraL 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  November  3,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  message,  9.30  a.  m.  yesterday,  received.  Will  give  instructions  to 
Granger  to  continue  his  demonstrations  between  Decatur  and  Moulton.  General 
Croxton  still  holds  the  two  fords  of  Shoal  creek,  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former 
despatch.  I  heard  from  him  yesterday  at  3  p.  m.  He  reports  he  drove  in  the 
enemy's  cavalry  pickets.  A  scout  had  just  returned  from  Town  river,  who  re- 
ported that  they  were  waiting  for  Hardee's  corps  and  cavalry,  Groxton  in- 
tended to  attempt  to  destroy  their  pontoon  bridge  last  night.  Have  not  yet 
heard  result.  If  I  can  get  Grierson's  cavalry  at  Memphis,  I  will  have  it  pushed 
out  toward  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  threaten  Beauregard's  communications. 
I  propose  to  place  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
gunboats,  as  near  Eastport  as  possible,  unless  Beauregard  gets  start  of  me. 
But  if  he  don't  move  before  Sunday,  I  will  have  Generals  Schofield  and  Stanley 
together  at  Pulaski,  and  he  can  then  move  wherever  he  pleases.  Will  fill  up 
Stanley's  and  Schofield's  corps  as  soon  as  possible,  but  at  present  almost  entire 
transportation  of  the  road  b  taken  up  by  conscripts  and  recruits  for  commands 
at  the  front.  Six  of  the  new  regiments  are  still  due,  and  not  heard  from  since 
starting.  If  it  is  not  necessary  for  Generals  Schofield  and  Stanley  to  move  from 
Pulaski  before  I  can  get  General  A.  J.  Smith  well  up  the  Tennessee  river, 
Beauregard  will  have  to  leave  his  present  position,  or  be  cut  off  from  his  railroad 
communications.  I  have  six  gunboats  on  Tennessee  river  now  coming  up. 
Lieutenant  Shirk  has  no  doubt  but  he  can  open  river  and  raise  blockade.  Am 
afraid  it  will  take  longer  for  Wilson  to  reorganize  and  mount  his  cavalry  than 
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he  thinks.  When  he  does  complete  it,  we  will  be  strong  enough  to  restore  quiet 
all  along  borders  and  undertake  the  expedition  into  Alabama.  Have  made 
great  exertions  to  prevent  stampeding,  and  so  far  have  succeeded  measurably 
well,  but  I  find  it  hard  work.  Have  just  heard  from  General  Schofield  at  Chat- 
tanooga. A  portion  of  his  troops  have  started  on  cars,  and  he  has  strong  hopes 
of  getting  them  all  o£F  by  rail  to-morrow  evening. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS. 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Kingston^  Ga,  November  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Stbbdman,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee  : 

Tonr  despatch  of  to-day  is  received,  indicating  that  Beauregard  has  moved 
toward  Corinth.  I  do  not  wish  him  in  a  better  place.  The  trains  on  our  rail- 
road are  not  working  to  my  satisfaction.  Tell  the  superintendent  I  want  him 
to  stop  running  cars  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers,  but  to  make  up  a 
gang  of  three  or  four  hundred  cars  to  carry  to  Atlanta  in  one  trip  all  we  need, 
and  take  back  all  that  is  necessary.  I  want  this  done  at  once,  as  I  propose  to 
start  as  soon  as  the  present  storm  clears  away.  The  whole  army  is  now  dis- 
tributed alqng  the  road  so  as  to  cover  it  perfectly.  I  would  like  to  have  you 
meet  me  here  to  confer  and  superintend  the  removal  back  to  Chattanooga  of  all 
railroad  stock  and  garrisons  on  tlie  breaking  up  of  the  road.     Answer. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Smyrna  Camp-ground,  November  5,  1864. 
Major  Greneral  Sherman  : 


My  command  is  at  this  place. 


O.  0.  HOWARD,  Major  General. 


Atlanta,  November  4,  1864. 


Major  Greneral  Sherman  : 

I  am  much  disappointed  in  the  working  of  the  road.  I  have  urged  every- 
body and  everything,  but  have  been  able  to  get  in  here  only  seventy-seven  (77  ) 
cars  in  the  last  twenty-four  (24)  hours,  all  of  which  have  been  properly  un- 
loaded, reloaded,  and  started  bock.  I  am  sorry  to  disappoint  you,  but  am  doing 
my  very  best  They  have  accumulated  more  plunder  in  the  last  two  months 
than  I  sapjkosed  could  have  been  got  here  in  six.  Wo  have  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  grain,  which  I  wish  you  would  send  animals  here  to  cat  up. 

L.  C.  EASTON,  a  Q.  M. 


[Cipher.] 

Chattanooga,  November  4,  1864. 
Major  General  Shbrman  : 

By  12  noon  to-morrow  there  will  be  on  the  route  to  Atlanta  and  in  that  place 
three  hundred  and  seventy  (370)  freight  cars,  two  hospital  trains,  and  two 
wieddng  trains,  loaded  with  all  freight  that  has  been  ordered.    There  will  be 
IT 
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one  hundred  (100)  caris  in  to-night,  which  can  he  returned  to-morrow  if  wanted. 
The  storms  have  interfered  very  materially  with  the  running  of  trains.  I  will 
come  down  to-morrow. 

JAMES  B.  STEEDMAN, 

Major  General, 


Atlanta,  November  5,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

I  believe  that  I  have  now  in  the  commissary  depots  at  Atlanta  everything 
we  will  require  for  the  trip. 

A.  BECKWITII, 
Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 


I  Cipher.] 

Atlanta,  Novembei-  5,  1864 — 10  a.  dl 
Major  General  She'rman  : 

The  superintendent,  Mr.  Taylor,  reports  this  morning  two  hundred  and  ^hj 
(250)  cars  between  Chattanooga  and  Kingston,  bound  south,  detained  by  small 
accidents.  These  cars  should  be  detained  in  Atlanta  till  «t  sufficient  number  arrive. 
Bay  five  hundred  in  round  number^,  to  make  everything  perfectly  safe  and 
Bure  to  clean  up  the  entire  road  to  Chattanooga.  General  Steedman  should 
be  directed  to  come  with  his  troops  and  the  balance  of  the  stores  immediately, 
bringing  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250)  cars.  We  propose  that  the  whole  five 
hundred  (500)  cars  reach  Atlanta  before  any  trains  be  started  back  to  Chat- 
tanooga. Our  superintendent,  Mr.  Taylor,  thinks  he  can  work  out  your 
idea.  Answer,  if  this  meets  your  views,  in  order  that  there  may  be  concert  of 
action 

L.  C.  EASTON,  B.  G.,  igc. 

A.  BECKWITH,  Colonel  and  C.  S. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejieldt  Kingston^  Ga,,  November  6,  18G4. 
Commanding  officers  of  all  the  posts  and  stations : 

Beauregard  with  Hood's  army  is  at  Florence  and  Tuscumbia,  a  country  al- 
ready devasted  and  stripped  of  provisions.  Forrest  is  opposite  Jobnsonville, 
on  the  Tennessee  river,  and  has  done  considerable  damage  to  gunboats  and 
transports,  but  has  captured  no  provisions,  and,  as  that  is  but  one  of  three  of 
our  lines  of  supply,  the  temporary  interruption  will  not  be  felt.  I  want  the 
preparations  heretofore  ordered  for  this  army  to  go  on  with  as  much  speed  as 
possible,  but  the  possibilities  are,  time  will  be  allowed  in  our  present  camp  for 
the  complete  payment  of  all  our  troops,  the  sending  back  the  soldiers'  money, 
and  the  presidential  election  of  Tuesday  next.  Also  attention  must  be  paid  to 
getting  the  conscripts  to  their  proper  companies  and  have  them  properly  armed 
and  clothed. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
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[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  November  6,  1864 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

I  received  from  General  Croxton  this  a.  m.,  at  10  o'clock,  despatches  to  effect 
that  enemy  had  attacked  him  in  strong  force,  and  had  driven  him  across  Shoal 
creek,  on  p.  m.  4th  instant,  compellinj^j  him  to  fall  back  to  Four-Aflle  creek. 
The  following  telegram,  just  received  from  him,  I  forward  for  your  information: 

**  Four-Milk  Creek,  November  6,  18G4— 12.30p.  m. 
"Major  General  Sherman  : 

"Enemy  r<*crosse«l  Shoal  creok  last  nijjlit.  I  had  scouts  on  road  twelve  miles  abovo 
Florence  at  H  p.  in,,  and  at  that  time  no  rebels  had  appeared  at  that  \yo\nt  except  ■ 
two,  who  n^tunied  to  Baugh's  mills  at  sundown,  reporting  cavalry  force  there. 
Gtfueral  Hatch  was  at  Suj^ar  creok  at  3  p.  m.  yesterday  morninjj,  movinjr  to  Lexing> 
ton,  to  which  point  1  sent  him  full  dt'spatches  last  iiipfht.  Have  not  heard  from  him, 
but  as  soon  as  do,  will  advise  that  we  move  down  and  occupy  line  of  ^hoal  creek.  I  doubt 
if  enemy  meditates  immediate  advance.  Tiiink  their  <'.avalry  are  operatiiifj  elsewhere,  and 
they  are  waitinj^  for  it.  I*risoner  wiio  belonpfs  to  3d  Virginia  rep^iment,  who  helped  to  build 
their  bridge,  reports  that  Hardee's  corps  crossed  Tuesday,  and  tliat  they  have  no  other  force 
tliii  side.    They  had  about  a  division  at  the  fight  yesterday. 

"JNO.  M.  CROXTON, 

*^  Brigadier  General," 

I  forward  also  following,  ju3t  received  from  General  Schofield  : 

*' JoiiNSONVlLLE,  November  6,  18G4— 7  p.  m. 
"  Major  General  Thomas  : 

"Ilave  just  arrived  here.  Colonel  Gallop's  scouts  have  returned.  Report  only  small 
cavalry  furc^  enemy  this  side  river.  There  appears  also  only  to  Ix^  small  force  and  no  artil- 
lery opposite  here.  Think  Colonel  Gallop's  brij^ade  will  be  suffivicut  for  this  place,  but  will 
i<ixainine  jjjroimd  in  morninpf  and  report  d«'linitely.  Think  it  would  bo  well  to  detain  all  troops 
atXashviile  except  those  which  belong  to  Colonel  Gallop's  brijjade. 
"J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
l  '''"Major  General." 

\  I  shall  concentrate  all  General  Schofield's  troops  at  Pulaski,  with  exception 

of  Colonel  Gallop'd  brigade,  which,  for  pret^ent,  will  leave  at  Johnsonvillo. 
Creneral  WiL-^on  has  just  arrived  here  and  arranged  with  me  this?  evening  for  a 
complete   remount  and  thorough  organizing  of  th(i  cavalry.     Think  we  shall 
iave  no  further  trouble  with  the  cavalry  excepting  that  att(?nding  getting  horses 
to  the  front.     Have  just  Inward  from  General  Granger  at  Decatur,  who  reports 
a  rcconnoiasance  from  his  post  had  just  returned  from  within  eight  (8)  miles  of 
Courtland.     M«?t  eight  hundred  (SOO)  enemy's  cavalry,  all  Texas  troops,  at 
Fox's  creek,  drove  them  a  mile  beyond,  but  could  obtain  no  information  in  ad- 
dition to  that  heretofore  reported.     The  outpost  at  Brown's  ferry  reports  only 
Uivf  rebel  cavalry  on  opposite  shore,  who  made  no  attempt  to  cro.-s.     All  of 
General  Stanley's  troops  are  now  at  Puhiski  in  position  for  enemy  should  heat- 
tempt  to  advance.     The  cavalry  is  well  up  to  enemy's  position,  and  will  be 
able  to  give  the  earliest  information  of  his  movements  nor;h. 

GEO.  II.  THOMAS, 

j\Ja}or  General. 


Keadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejivid,  KingstoUy  (Ja.^  November  6,  1S64. 
De\R    Gkneral:   I  have  h<;retofore   telegraphed  and  written   you  pretty 
fully,  but  1  SI  ill  have  some  thought.-*  in  my  bu.sy  brain  that  should  be  confided 
to  3'ou  as  a  key  to  future  developments. 

The  taking  of  Atlanta  broke  upon  Jeff.  Davis  so  suddenly  as  to  disturb  the 
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equilibrium  of  his  usually  well-balanced  temper,  so  that  at  Augusta,  Macon, 
Montgomery,  and  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  he  let  out  some  of  his  thoughts 
which  otherwise  he  would  have  kept  to  himself.  As  he  is  not  only  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  southern  confederacy,  but  also  its  commander-in-chief,  we  are 
bound  to  attach  more  importance  to  his  words  than  we  would  to  those  of  a 
mere  civil  chief  magistrate. 

The  whple  burden  of  his  song  consists  in  the  statement  that  Sherman's  com- 
munications must  be  broken  and  his  army  destroyed.  Now,  it  is  a  well  settled 
Srinciple  that  if  we  can  prevent  his  succeeding  in  his  threat  we  defeat  him,  and 
erive  all  the  moral  advantages  of  a  victory.  Thus  far  Hood  and  Beauregaird 
conjointly  have  utterly  failed  to  interrupt  my  supplies  or  communications.  My 
railroad  and  telegraph  are  now  in  good  order  from  Atlanta  back  to  the  Ohio 
river.  His  losses  in  men  at  Allatoona,  Resaca,  Ship's  Gap,  and  Decatur,  exceed 
in  number  ours  at  the  block-houses  at  Big  Shanty,  Allatoona  creek,  and  Dal- 
ton ;  and  the  rapidity  of  his  flight  from  Dal  ton  to  Gadsden  takes  from  him  all 
the  merit  or  advantage  claimed  for  his  skilful  and  rapid  lodgement  on  my  rail- 
road. The  only  question  in  my  mind  is,  whether  I  ought  not  to  have  dogged 
him  far  over  into  Mississippi,  trusting  to  some  happy  accident  to  bring  him  to 
bay  and  to  battle ;  but  I  then  thought  that  by  so  doing  I  would  play  into  his 
hands,  by  being  drawn  or  decoyed  too  far  away  from  our  original  line  of  ad- 
vance. Besides,  I  had  left  at  Atlanta  a  corps  and  guards  along  the  railroad 
back  to  Chattanooga,  which  might  have  fallen  an  easy  prey  to  his  superior  cav 
airy.  I  felt  compelled,  therefore,  to  do  what  is  usually  a  mistake  in  war— di- 
vide my  forces — send  a  part  back  into  Tennessee,  retaining  the  balance  here. 

As  I  have  before  informed  you,  I  sent  Stanley  bacjt  directly  from  Gayles- 
ville  and  Schofield  from  Rome,  both  of  whom  have  reached  their  destination ; 
and  thus  far  Hood,  who  has  brought  up  at  Florence,  is  further  from  my  com- 
munications than  when  he  started ;  and  1  have  in  Tennessee  a  force  numerically 
greater  than  hii?,  well  commanded  and  well  organized ;  so  that  I  feel  no  nneasi- 
ness  on  the  score  of  Hood  reaching  my  main  communications. 

My  last  accounts  from  General  Thomas  are  to  9.30  last  night,  when  Hood's 
army  was  about  Florence  in  great  distress  about  provisions,  as  it  well  mast  be, 
and  that  Devil  Forrest  was  down  about  Johnsonville,  making  havoc  among  the 
gunboats  and  transports.  But  Schofield's  troops  were  arriving  at  Johnsonville 
and  a  fleet  of  gunboats  was  reported  coming  up  fr)m  below,  able  to  repair  that 
trouble.  You  know  that  that  line  of  supplies  was  only  opened  for  summer's 
use,  when  the  Cumberland  is  not  to  be  depended  upon.  We  now  have  abund- 
ant supplies  at  Atlanta,  Chattanooga,  ana  Nashville,  with  the  I^uisville  and 
Nashville  railroad  aud  the  Cumberland  river  unmolested ;  so  that  I  regard 
Davis's  threat  to  get  his  army  on  my  rear,  or  on  my  communications,  as  a 
miserable  failme. 

Now,  as  to  the  second  branch  of  my  proposition  :  I  admit  that  the  first  ob- 
ject should  be  the  destruction  of  that  army  ;  and  if  Beauregard  moves  his  in- 
fantry and  artillery  up  into  the  pocket  about  Jackson  aud  Paris,  I  will  feel 
strongly  tempted  to  move  Thomas  directly  against  him,  and  myself  move  rap- 
idly by  Decatur  and  Purdy,  to  cut  off  his  retreat.  But  this  would  involve  the 
abandonment  of  Atlanta,  and  a  retrograde  movement  which  would  be  very 
doubtful  of  expediency  or  success  ;  for,  as  a  matter  of  course,  Beauregard,  who 
watched  me  with  his  cavalry  and  his  friendly  citizens,  would  h^ve  timely  no- 
tice, and  would  slip  out  and  escape,  to  regain  what  we  have  earned  at  so  much 
cost.  1  am  more  than  sati:*fled  that  Beauregard  has  not  the  nerve  to  attack  for- 
tifications, or  to  meet  me  in  open  battle  ;  and  it  would  be  a  great  achievement 
for  him  to  make  me  abandoned  Atlanta  by  mere  threats  and  manoeuvres. 

These  are  the  reasons  which  have  determined  my  former  movements. 

I  have  employed  the  last  ten  (10)  days  in  running  to  the  rear  the  sick 
and  wounded  and  worthless,  and  all  the  vast  amount  of  stores  accamulated  by 
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OHr  army  in  the  advance — aiming  to  organize  this  branch  of  my  army  into  four 
well-commanded  corps,  encumbered  by  only  one  (I)  gun  to  a  thousand  men, 
and  provisions  and  ammunition  which  can  be  loaded  up  in  our  mule  wagons, 
so  that  we  can  pick  up  and  start  on  the  shortest  notice.  I  reckon  that  by  the 
10th  instant  this  end  will  be  reached,  and  by  that  date  I  also  will  have  the 
troops  all  paid ;  the  presidential  election  over  and  out  of  our  way ;  and  I  hope 
the  early  storms  of  November,  now  prevailing,  will  also  give  us  the  chance  of  a 
long  period  of  fine  healthy  weather  for  campaigning.  Then  the  question  pre- 
sents itself:  "What  shall  be  done  ?"  On  the  supposition,  always,  that  Thomas 
can  hold  the  line  of  the  Tennessee,  and  very  shortly  be  able  to  assume  the  of- 
fensive, as  against  Beauregard,  I  propose  to  act  in  such  manner  against  the 
material  resources  of  the  south  as  utterly  to  negative  Davis's  boasted  threat  and 
promises  of  protection.  If  we  can  march  a  well-appointed  army  right  through 
his  territory,  it  is  a  demonstration  to  the  world — foreign  and  domestic — that  we 
have  a  power  which  Davis  cannot  resist.  This  may  not  be  war,  but  rather 
statesmanslnp ;  nevertheless,  it  is  overwhelming  to  my  mind  that  there  ^ 
tbousands  of  people  abroad  and  in  the  south  who  will  reason  thus:  If  the  north 
can  inarch  an  army  right  through  the  south,  it  is  proof  positive  that  the  north 
can  prevail  in  this  contest,  leaving  only  open  the  question  of  its  willingness  to 
use  that  power.  Now,  Mr.  Lincoln's  election,  (which  is  assured,)  coupled  with 
the  conclusion  thus  reached,  makes  a  complete  logical  whole.  Even  without  a 
battle,  the  results,  operating  upon  the  minds  of  sensible  men,  would  produce 
fruits  more  than  compensating  for  the  expense,  trouble,  and  risk. 

Admitting  this  reasoning  to  be  good,  that  such  a  movement  per  se  be  right, 
still  there  may  be  reasons  why  one  route  would  be  better  than  another.  There 
are  three  from  Atlanta — southeast,  south,  and  southwest — all  open,  with  no  se- 
rious enemy  to  oppose  at  present. 

Tkejirst  would  carry  me  across  the  only  east  and  west  railroad  remaining 
to  the  confederacy,  which  would  be  destroyed,  and  thereby  the  communications 
between  the  armies  of  Lee  and  Beauregard  severed.  Incidentally,  I  might  de- 
stroy the  enemy's  depots  at  Macon  and  Augusta,  and  reach  the  sea-shore  at 
Charleston,  or  Savannah ;  from  either  of  which  points  I  could  re-enforce  our  ar- 
mies in  Virginia. 

The  second  and  easiest  route  would  be  due  south,  following,  substantially, 
the  valley  of  Flint  river,  which  is  very  fertile  and  well  supplied,  and  fetching 
up  on  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Appalachicola,  destroying  en  route  the  same 
railroad,  taking  up  the  prisoners  of  war  still  at  Andersonville,  and  destroying 
about  four  hundred  thousand  (400,000)  bales  of  cotton  near  Albany  and  Fort 
Gaines.  This,  however,  woiild  leave  the  army  in  a  bad  position  for  future 
movements. 

The  thirdt  down  the  Chattahoochee  to  Opelika  and  Montgomery,  thence  to 
Pensacola  or  Tensas  bayou,  in  communication  with  Fort  Morgan.  This  latter 
route  would  enable  me  at  once  to  co-operate  with  General  Canby  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  Mobile,  and  occupation  of  the  line  of  the  Alabama. 

In  my  judgment,  the  first  would  have  a  material  effect  upon  your  campaign 
in  Virginia ;  the  second  would  be  the  safest  of  execution  ;  but  the  third  would 
more  properly  fall  within  the  sphere  of  my  own  command,  and  have  a  direct 
bearing  upon  my  own  enemy,  *♦  Beauregard."  If,  therefore,  I  should  start  be- 
fore 1  hear  further  from  you,  or  before  further  developments  turn  my  course,  you 
may  take  it  for  granted  that  I  have  moved  via  Griffin  to  Bamsvillc ;  that  I  break 
up  the  road  between  Columbus  and  Macon  goodj  and  then,  if  I  feign  on  Colum- 
bus, will  move  via  Macon  and  Millen  to  Savannah,  or  if  I  feign  on  Macon  you 
may  take  it  for  granted  I  have  shot  off  towards  Opelika,  Montgomery,  and  Mo- 
bile bay  or  Pensacola. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  send  couriers  back,  but  trust  to  the  Richmond  papers  to 
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keep  you  well  advised.    I  will  give  you  notice  by  telegraph  of  the  exact  time 
of  my  departure. 

General  Steedman  is  here  to  clear  the  railroad  back  to  Chattanooga,  and  I 
will  see  that  the  road  is  broken  completely  between  the  Etowah  and  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, including  their  bridges,  and  that  Atlanta  itself  is  utterly  destroyed. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN.  Major  General. 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Cofrimander-iii' Chief,  City  Pointy  Virginia, 


[Cipher.] 

Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  thr  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Kingston,  Ga.,  Novemher  7,  lb64. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

13y  the  10th  the  election  will  be  over,  the  troops  all  paid,  and  all  our  surplus 
property  will  be  back  fo  Chattanooga.  On  that  day  or  the  following,  if  atlairs 
should  remain  as  now  in  Tennessee,  I  propose  to  begin  the  movement  which  I 
have  hitherto  fully  described. 

I  can  hear  of  no  large  force  to  our  front,  and,  according  to  General  Thomas, 
Hood  remains  about  Tuscumbia,  and  he  feels  perfectly  confident  of  his  ability 
to  take  care  of  him. 
You  can  safely  communicate  with  mc  for  the  next  three  (3)  days. 

W.  T.  SHKllMAN, 

Major  General. 


Ueadquauters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  7, 1864. 

Major  General  G.  H.  Thqmas,  Nashville,  Tennessee  : 

Your  despatch  of  to-day  just  received.  I  think  Beauregard  is  checkmated. 
I  will  be  all  ready  by  the  10th,  but  will  give  you  more  positive  notice  in  a  day 
or  two.  Glad  that  A.  J.  Smith  is  heard  from.  All  men  belonging  to  his  two  divi- 
sions that  are  not  in  hospital  you  will  order  in  my  name  from  Memphis.  I 
would  like  to  know,  if  possible,  if  Hood's  whole  army  is  at  Tuscumbia,  or  has 
gone  towards  Corinth. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga.,  Novemher  8,  1864. 
Commanding  Officers  of  all  posts  : 

This  is  the  rain  I  have  been  waiting  for,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  over  we  will  be 
ofi. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga,,  November  8,  1864. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Hallkck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Despatch  of  to-(l::y  nx'civcd.  All  my  j)r(»])aration3  will  be  completed  by  the 
10th.  It  i."*  now  raining,  which  is  favurable,  as  the  chances  are,  after  it  clears 
away,  we  will  have  a  long  spoil  of  fine  weather  for  marching.     General  Thomas 
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has  been  instracted  to  assume  the  offensive  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  will  send 
bim  a  copy  of  your  despatch,  that  he  may  know  of  the  contemplated  movement 
on  the  river  by  Hurlbut. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


City  Point,  Virginia,  lOJ  p.  m.,  7tb. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  of  this  evening  received.  I  see  no  present  reason  for  chang- 
ing your  plan  ;  should  any  arise  you  will  see  ii ;  or  if  I  do,  I  will  inform  you. 
I  think  everything  here  favorable  now. 

Great  good  fortune  attend  you.     I  believe  you  will  be  eminently  successful,  • 
and  at  worst  can  only  make  a  march  less  fruitful  of  results  than  hoped  for. 

U.S.GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General, 


S 

HbadquaVters  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi. 

In  the  yield,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  8, 1864. 
Tyler,  Louitville,  Kentucky  : 

Despatch  me  to-morrow  night  and  the  next  night  a  summary  of  all  news, 
especially  of  elections,  that  I  may  report  them  to  Governor  Brown,  at  Milledge- 
ville,  where  1  expect  a  friendly  interview  in  a  few  days. 

Keep  this  very  secret,  for  the  world  will  lose  sight  of  me  shortly,  and  you 
will  hear  worse  stories  than  when  I  went  to  Meridian.  Jeff.  Davis's  thirty  (30) 
days  are  up  for  wiping  us  out,  and  we  are  not  wiped  out  yet  by  a  good  deal. 
£wing  reached  here  to-day.     All  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  November  9, 1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Your  two  despatches  of  6  p.  m.,  8  and  9  a.  m.,  to-day,  are  received.  Gisneral 
Croxton,  from  Four-Mile  creek,  reports  yesterday,  8  p.  m.,  that  river  has  risen 
more  than  two  feet  on  shoals,  enough  to  make  six  (6)  feet  below  them.  A  scout 
from  over  the  river  reports  the  bulk  of  Hood's  army  still  on  that  side ;  and  have 
also  a  report  from  General  Granger,  who  says  Elk  river  is  still  up,  and  that  two 
couriers  crossed  in  skiff  last  evening,  who  communicated  with  Rogersville. 
General  Croxton  still  holds  east  bank  of  Shoal  creek,  but  enemy  have  a  heavy 
force  on  west  bank,  supposed  to  be  one  corps.  The  enemy  is  reported  to  have 
one  at  Florence,  and  one  corps  on  south  side  of  the  river  opposite  Florence. 
It  is  also  reported  that  Roddy  has  gone  to  Corinth.  The  contradictory  nature 
of  these  reports  indicate,  plainly,  however,  that  the  entire  infantry  force  of  the 
enemy  is  in  and  about  Florence  and  Tuscumbia.  General  Hatch  reports  yes- 
terday from^  Taylor's  Spring,  Alabama,  that  he  intended  attacking  enemy  this 
morning  along  the  entire  line,  to  ascertain  where  the  enemy  is  and  the  position 
he  holds.  Your  despatch  for  Lieutenant  General  Gi*ant,  City  Point,  marked 
immediately  and  important,  will  go  forward  by  special  messenger  by  first  train 
in  the  morning. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General, 
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Military  Division  op  thb  Missis^  ppi, 
In  the  yield,  Kingston^  Oa^  November  10,  1864. 
Brigadier  Gkneral  John  M.  Corse,  Ro7ne,  Georgia  : 

In  the  ezecation  of  sealed  orders  No.  115,  yoa  will  destroy  to-night  all  public 
property  not  needed  by  your  command,  all  foundries,  mills,  work-shops,  ware- 
houses, railroad  depots,  and  other  storehouses  convenient  to  the  railroad,  toge- 
ther with  all  wagon  shops,  tanneries  or  other  factories  useful  to  our  enemy. 
Destroy  the  bridges  completely,  and  then  move  your  command  to-morrow  to 
Kingston  and  beyond,  passing  General  Davis's  command,  after  which  proceed  by 
easy  marches  till  you  overtake  your  corps  and  report  to  its  commander. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  QeneraL 


Military  Division  of  the  Mississppi, 
In  the  field,  Kingston,  Qa.,  November  10, 1864. 
C.  A.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  WaM,n^^i^: 

If  indiscreet  newspaper  men  publish  informational  near  the  truth,  counter* 
act  its  effect  by  publishing  other  paragraphs  calculated  to  mislead  the  enemy — 
such  as  Sherman's  army  has  been  much  re-enforced,  especially  in  the  cavalry, 
and  he  will  soon  move  in  several  columns  in  a  circuit  so  as  to  catch  Hood's 
army.  Sherman's  destination  is  not  Charleston,  but  Selma,  where  he  will  meet 
an  army  from  the  Gulf,  &c.,  &c. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  Ga,,  November  10, 1864. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville : 

Your  despatch  of  5  p.  m.  is  received.  All  will  be  ready  to  start  from  here  the 
day  after  to-morrow.  Keep  me  well  advised.  I  think  you  will  find  Hood 
marching  off,  and  you  should  be  ready  to  follow  him.  Decatur,  Tuscaloosa, 
Columbus  and  Selma  are  all  good  points  to  forage  and  feed  an  army.  Let  me 
keep  Beauregard  busy,  and  the  people  of  the  south  will  realize  his  inability  to 
protect  them. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General* 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefieldf  Kingston,  Ga,,  November  11,  1864. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Headquarters  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C  .• 
My  arrangements  are  now  all  complete,  and  the  railroad  cars  are  being  sent 
to  the  rear.  Last  night  we  burned  all  foundries,  mills,  and  shops  of  "every  kind 
in  Rome,  and  to-morrow  I  leave  Kingston,  with  the  rear  guard,  for  Atlanta, 
which  1  propose  to  dispose  of  in  a  similar  manner,  and  to  start  on  the  16th  on 
the  projected  grand  raid.  All  appearances  still  indicate  that  Beauregard  haa 
got  Dack  to  his  old  hole  at  Corinth,  and  I  hope  he  will  enjoy  it.  My  army 
prefers  to  enjoy  the  fresh  sweet  potato  fields  of  the  Ocmulgee.  I  have  balanced 
all  the  figures  well,  and  am  satisfied  that  General  Thomas  has  in  Tennessee  a 
force  sufficient  for  all  probabilities,  and  I  have  urged  him,  the  moment  Beanre- 
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gard  tnms  south,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  at  Decatur  and  push  straight  for  Selma. 
To-morrow  our  wires  will  he  broken,  and  this  is  probably  my  last  despatch.  I 
would  like  to  have  Foster  to  break  ihe  Savannah  and  Charleston  road  about 
Pocotaligo  about  the  Ist  of  December.  All  other  preparations  are  to  my  entire 
satisfaction. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gneeral, 


Marietta,  November  11,  1864. 
Captain  L.  M.  Dayton,  Aide-dc-Camp: 

Four  deserters  came  in  this  morning ;  left  Montgomery  on  2d ;  came  to  Ope- 
iika  on  cars ;  left  that  place  on  4th ;  passed  Garrollton  on  9th.     Hood  was  at 
Corinth.     All  convalescent  soldiers  now  bemg  sent  to  that  point.     Some  infantry 
and   fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  cavalry  at  Opelika.     Three  brigades  of  cavalry  at 
Carrollton,  and  five  regiments  at  Villa  llica.     Small  force  at  West  Point  and 
A^e-WTian.     Cars  run  to  Newnan.     No  information  regarding  Atlanta   and  Ma- 
con Tailroad.     Citizens  ftom  Carrollton,  and  other  points  in  that  direction,  think 
▼d  sue  retreating  from  Atlanta. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brigadier  General. 


Atlanta,  November  11,  1864. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

Tie  army  of  Tennessee  have  obtained  and  have  got  in  their  wagons  all  they 
^^  kaul  and  all  they  want.  Same  of  20th  army  corps.  There  is  great  plenty 
0^  Bait,  coffee,  salt  meat,  pepper  and  soap  here.  The  14th  army  corps  may 
J^nt  a  little  more  bread,  and,  perhaps,  a  little  more  sugar.  I  have  about  one 
uttn^red  thousand  (100,000)  rations  bread  for  14th  army  corps;  twenty-two 
^otiaand(22,000)  rations  sugar.  I  do  not  know  how  much  General  Davis  may 
J^e  on  hand,  but  presume  he  has  two  hundred  thousand  (200,000)  rations  of 
"'^ad.  Everything  is  loaded  in  Atlanta  save  what  is  held  for  the  14th  army 
*^T>8.  There  are  at  least  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  (1,200,000)  ra- 
^<^i^  of  the  principal  rations  in  hands  of  troops  and  available. 

A.  BECKWITH,  (Joloneh  Sfc. 


^  Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  11,  1864. 

Major  (General  Sherman  : 

With  what  the  army  now  has  in  its  (provision)  wagons,  what  is  between  here 
«nd  Kingston,  and  what  I  have  here  in  store,  I  think  I  can  make  out  five  (5) 
Aiys'  grain,  commencing  with  to-morrow. 

L.  C.  E  ASTON,  Chief  Quartermaster. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  November  11,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherman: 

Following  from  Granger  received  to-day.     It  confirms  previously  reported 
position  of  the  enemy : 

Decatur,  lUh — 10  a.  m. 
Two  men  from  tenth  TenDessee,  made  prisoners  at  Florence,  escaped  Saturday  night  from 
the  rebels.    They  confirm  report  of  two  corps  having  crossed.    One  corps  still  on  south  bank. 
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Tboy  asflort  that  enemy  are  still  very  badly  off  for  clothiDg,  many  being  barefoot,  but  tbey 
are  expecting  clothing  by  train.  Thev  say  railroad  is  not  completed  to  Tiiscunibia,  but  only 
to  Cherokee,  fifteen  (15)  miles  from  there.  They  have  train  of  wagons  from  Cherokee,  and 
one  pontoon  bridge  at  the  foot  of  the  island  above  old  railroad  bridge.  They  say  enemy  are 
fortifying.     Talk  in  their  camps  is,  they  are  going  to  advance  on  Nashville. 

R.  S.  GRANGER,  Brigadier  General, 

Stanley  from  Pulaski  reports  nothing  new.  Water  still  very  liigh.  It  is 
hoped  the  rise  would  carry  ofiF  the  enemy's  bridge.  They  say  it  is  trcstle^l  at 
both  ends,  with  pontoons  in  the  middle.  Deserters  say  Georgia  troops  are  dis- 
gusted and  are  deserting.  Received  despatch  from  General  Washburne  to-day, 
dated  Memphis,  8th.  He  says  advices  from  Corinth  that  but  few  troops  there 
then ;  that  cavalry  had  brought  up  a  lot  of  conscripts,  absentees  from  Hood's 
army,  who  went  towards  Tuscumbia.  Also  reports  enemy  repairing  road  from 
Cherokee  to  Tuscumbia.  About  29th  ultimo  four  thousand  (4,000)  rebel 
soldiers  came  down  Blue  Mountain  railroad  to  Selma,  and  were  sent  to  Hood 
by  the  way  of  Meridian  and  Corinth;  also,  ten  (10)  car-loads  ammunition 
from  Selma.  The  impression  is  that  Beauregard  intends  to  make  Corinth  his 
base,  supplies  being  sent  up  constantly  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad.  He 
was  to  send  out  cavalry  reconnoissance  9th,  but  says  his  force  not  strong  enough 
to  threaten  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad  much.  Have  not  heard  from  General  A. 
J.  Smith's  troops  since  last  report,  but  daily  expecting  him  here.  No  reports 
from  Hatch  or  Croxton  to-day.  Rear-Admiral  Lee  informs  me  he  is  pushing 
to  put  one  iron-clad  on  Tennessee  river,  one  on  Cumberland,  with  a  third  con- 
venient to  be  placed  on  either,  according  to  necessity  of  the  case. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 

Major  General. 


i 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Jield,  Kingston,  Ga.,  November  11,  1864 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

Despatch  of  to-night  received.  All  right.  I  can  hardly  believe  Beauregard 
would  attempt  to  work  against  Nashville  from  Corinth  as  a  base  at  this  stage 
of  the  war,  but  all  information  seems  to  point  that  way.  If  he  does,  you  will 
whip  him  out  of  his  boots.  But  I  rather  think  you  will  find  commot  on  in  his 
camp  in  a  day  or  two.  Last  night  we  burned  Rome,  and  in  two  more  days  will 
burn  Atlanta,  and  he  must  discover  that  I  am  not  retreating,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, fighting  for  the  very  heart  of  Georgia.  About  a  division  of  rebel  cavalry 
made  its  appearance  this  morning  south  of  the  Coosa  river,  opposite  Rome,  and 
fired  on  the  rear  guard  as  it  withdrew.  Also,  two  days  ago  some  of  Iverson's 
cavalry,  about  eight  hundred,  (800,)  approached  Atlanta  from  the  direction  of 
Decatur  with  a  section  of  guns  and  swept  round  towards  Whitehall,  and  disap- 
peared in  the  direction  of  Rough  and  Ready.  These  also  seem  to  indicate  that 
Beauregard  expected  us  to  retreat.  I  hear  of  about  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  in- 
fantry down  at  Carroll  ton,  and  also  some  infantry  at  Jonesboro,'  but  what  num- 
bers I  cannot  estimate.  These  are  all  the  enemy  I  know  to  be  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, though  a  rumor  is  that  Breckinridge  has  arrived  with  some  from  West 
Virginia.  To-morrow  I  begin  the  movement  laid  down  in  my  Special  Field 
Order  115,  and  shall  keep  things  moving  thereafter.  By  to-morrow  morning 
all  trains  will  be  at  or  north  of  Kingston,  and  you  can  have  the  exclusive  use 
of  all  the  rolling  stock.  By  f  sing  detachments  of  recruits  and  dismounted  cav- 
alry in  your  fortifications,  you  will  have  Schofield,  and  Stanley,  and  A.  J. 
Smith,  strcngtliened  by  eight  or  ten  new  regiments,  and  all  of  Wilson's  cavalry, 
you  could  yat'oly  invite  Beauregard  across  the  Tennessee,  and  prevent  his  ever 
returning.     I  still  believe,  however,  that  the  public  clamor  will  force  him  to 
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• 
m  and  follow  me,  in  which  event  you  should  cross  at  Decatur  and  move 
rectly  towards  Selma  as  far  as  you  can  transport  supplies.  Th(»  probabilities 
B,  the  wires  will  be  broken  to-morrow,  and  that  all  communication  will  cease 
tween  us ;  but  I  have  directed  the  main  wire  to  be  left,  and  will  use  it  if  pos- 
)le,  and  wish  you  to  do  the  same.  You  may  act,  however,  on  the  certainty 
at,  I  tsally  from  Atlanta  on  the  16th  with  about  sixty  thousand  ((50,000)  men, 
jU  provisioned,  but  expecting  to  live  liberally  on  i\u^  country. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headcharters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  Kinsfston,  November  12,  1^64. 
eneral  Howard,  Smyrna: 

I  Btart  this  morning.  As  soon  as  all  the  trains  have  passed  north  you  may 
igin  the  work  on  the  railroad.  I  want  your  army  across  the  Chattahoochee 
i  the  third  day.  J.  E.  Smith  and  Corse  are  marching  to-day.  Davis  will 
ave  here  in  a  few  hours. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Majar  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Kingston,  November  12,  1864. 

reneral  Steedman,  Chattanooga: 

I  start  this  morning.  All  the  trains  are  here,  and  will  be  despatched  north. 
LB  soon  as  the  last  one  has  passed  Adairsville,  draw  in  the  garrisons  and  begin 
\ie  work  prescribed  in  order  one  hundred  and  fifteen  (115.)  Telegraph  me  to- 
ight  at  AUatoona  all  information,  and  keep  General  Thomas  well  advised  of  your 
ctions. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Nashville,  November  12,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
[ajor  General  Sherman  : 

Your  despatch  of  12  o'clock  last  night  received.  I  have  no  fears  that  Beau- 
»gard  can  do  us  any  harm  now,  and  if  he  attempts  to  follow  you  I  will  follow 
im  aB  far  as  possible.  If  he  does  not  follow  you,  I  will  then  thoroughly  or- 
uiize  my  troops,  and,  I  believe,  shall  have  men  enough  to  ruin  him  unless  he 
etA  out  of  the  way  very  rapidly.  The  country  of  middle  Alabama,  I  learn, 
\  teeming  with  supplies  this  year,  which  will  be  greatly  to  our  advantage.  I 
ave  no  additional  news  to  report  from  the  direction  of  Florence.  I  am  now 
onvinced  that  the  greater  part  of  Beauregard's  army  is  near  Florence  and  Tus- 
ii]nbia»  and  that  you  will  at  least  have  a  clear  road  before  you  for  several  days, 
nd  that  your  saccces  will  fully  equal  your  expectations. 

GEOllGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 

(This  wa:s  tln^  last  despatch  received  before  cutting  communications  and.start- 
Dg  for  iSavainiah.) 
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Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  tub  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Cartersville,  November  iS,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Nashville: 

Despatch  received.     All  right. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
(Here  wires  were  cut  and  all  communication  ceased.) 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  November  15,  1864. 
General:  The  general-in-chief  directs  me  to  say  that,  upon  your  arrival  at 
Madison,  he  desires  that  you  will,  if  it  can  he  done  without  too  much  delay, 
send  eastward  to  the  Oconee  river  and  destroy  the  railroad  bridge.  By  looking 
at  the  map  you  will  see  that  a  force  sufficient  to  do  this  work  can  he  sent  from 
Madison,  and  afterwards  join  you  further  on.  It  is  important  the  bridge  should 
be  destroyed. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 
Msyor  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  heft  Wing,  4rc. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Yellmv  River,  Ga,,  November  18,  1864. 

Despatch  received.  All  is  well  with  this  column,  which  will  be  to-night  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Ulcofauhachee,  and  to-morrow  will  take  the  Milledgeville 
road,  leaving  you  the  Eatonton  road.  Don't  be  in  a  hurry,  but  break  up  that 
railroad  as  far  as  the  Oconee,  in  the  most  thorough  manner,  so  that  every  rail 
will  be  disabled ;  better  do  that  work  well  now  when  there  is  no  opposition  and 
you  will  have  to  give  it  your  personal  attention,  else  it  will  be  slignted  by  your 
officers ;  impress  on  them  its  great  importance,  and  that  if  done  well  now,  it  will 
not  have  to  be  done  over  at  some  future  time  under  less  favorable  circumstances. 
I  had  every  man  of  Davis's  command  at  work  yesterday  all  day  and  into  the 
night,  and  yet  they  slighted  some  of  their  work,  but  I  will  set  them  at  work 
again  to-day  between  the  Yellow  and  Alcovy  (Ulcofauhachee)  rivers,  about  Cov- 
ington. Our  own  experience  shows  how  easily  roads  may  be  relaid  if  we  have 
iron ;  therefore  I  want  each  bar  of  iron  actually  twisted  either  around  a  tree  oi 
with  one  of  the  hooks. 

One  division  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  go  down  to  the  bridge  on  Oconee.  If 
you  reach  Eatonton  by  Monday  it  will  be  early  enough.  Keep  your  men  fireeha 
and  devour  large  quantities  of  potatoes  and  corn  along  the  route. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  CteneraL 

Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  Sfc. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Cobb's  Plantation,  November  22,  1864. 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  write  yoa  as  follows : 
The  march  of  this  wing  has  been  since  leaving  Atlanta  in  two  oolamns,  and 
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yery  saccessful  np  to  this  time.     The  14th  corps  is  now  on  the  Hillsboro' road, 
ten  (10)  miles  west  of  Milledgeville,  and  the  20th  corps  must  now  be  in  the 
capital,  having  marched  bj  the  Eatonton  road.     The  Georgia   railroad,  from 
and  including  the  Oconee  bridge,  west  to  Lithonia,  is  well  destroyed.     Troops 
in  fine  condition,  having  fed  high  on  sweet  potatoes  and  poultry.     Stock  is  also 
doing  well,  though  the  roads  have  been  very  heavy.     The  general  desires  you 
will  report  to  him  at  Milledgeville  to-morrow,  (where  he   will  go  early,)  in 
detail,  your  operations  since  leaving  Atlanta,  and  also  the  position  of  your  com- 
mand in  view  of  his  making  further  orders.     In  the  mean  time  you  cannot  do 
too  much  permanent  damage  to  that  railroad  east  of  Macon  and  about  Gordon. 
You  will  also  notify  General  Kilpatrick  a  similar  report  is  desired  of  him. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 
General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


IIeADQUARTERS  MfLITARV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MiSMSSIPP!, 

In  thefidd,  Mdhdgeinlle,  Ga.t  November  23,  1864. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
By  instructions  of  the  general-in-chief,  I  give  you  the  following  directions  : 
continue  to  destroy  the  railroad  eastward  to  the  Oconee  in  the  most  complete 
and  thorough  manner,  burning  and  twisting  every  rail,  and  the  same  for  a  dis- 
tance to  the  west  towards  Macon ;  also  destroy  the  Oconee  bridge.  You  may 
%  your  pontoon  over  the  Oconee,  but  do  not  cross  any  of  your  command  until 
ftirther  orders.  Hardee  has  probably  swung  around  via  Albany  for  Savannah, 
^bich  the  general  says  is  all  right,  and  he  don't  care  particularly.  Kilpatrick 
^1  be  moved  here  or  in  this  vicinity  for  the  present.  The  probability  is,  we 
^1  concentrate  at  or  near  Sandersville.  Prosecute  the  railroad  destruction  in 
we  most  thorough  manner  and  communicate  with  the  general-in-chief  frequently. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  I>AXT01>^,  Aide-de-camp. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Tennille  Station,  Ga.,  November  27,  1864 — 10.15  a,  m. 
.  Genrbal  :  The  general  commanding  is  now  at  this  point  and  has  put  in  mo- 
J^^ntwo  (2)  divisions  of  the  14th  Cijrps  without  wagons  from  Sandersville,  by 
*fnn*8  bridge,  to  Louisville.  The  20th  corps  with  all  the  trains  of  the  left  wing 
^ul  njove  to  Louisville  by  the  road  passing  through  Davisboro'.  He  wishes 
you  to  move  your  two  corps  eastward  on  the  two  roads,  starting  from  Irwin's 
Ij'foss-roads,  as  follows  :  the  right  column  crossing  Ohoopeo  river,  straight  for 
"ohnaon's ;  thence  alonj]^  the  main  Savannah  road  to  the  first  point  where  it  in- 
J^rsects  the  road  from  Swainsboro',  through  Canoochee,  Bark  Camp,  and  Rocky 
}^^k  church,  to  Waynesboro*.  At  that  point  the  commanding  officer  should 
^*^e  instructions  to  turn  towards  Station  No.  9,  in  the  absence  of  other  orders. 
*J^eleft  column  to  take  the  road  from  Irwin's  Cross-roads  direct  towards  Louis- 
^"^  until  it  intersects  the  road  from  Sandersville,  next  south  of  the  railroad  and 
^^th  of  Williamson's  Swamp  creek  until  abreast  of  Station  No.  10,  (or  Sebasto- 
^M  where  it  is  probable  we  will  cross  the  Ogeecliee.  The  general  proposes 
^  attend  this  latter  column  himself. 
I^lease  renew  your  instructions  to  the  detail  breaking  up  the  railroad  from. 
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Oconee  to  Tennille  not  to  be  in  too  great  a  huny,  but  to  do  tbeir  work  well. 
From  this  point  it  can  join  its  proper  corps  on  either  of  the  above  named  routes. 
The  general  finds  it  difficult  to  get  information  of  roads,  but  those  described  ex- 
ist on  all  our  maps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HITCHCOCK. 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Major  General  O.  O.  Howard, 

Cojnmandifig  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Divfsto\  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  theficldy  Ga.y  Station  9  J,  November  30,  18G4 — 3  p.  m. 

Major  General  Slocum,  Commanding  Left  Wing,  ^, : 

Your  despatch  of  7  p.  m.,  29th,  just  received,  and  the  general-in-chief 
directs  that  you  move  your  whole  command  by  all  practicable  roads  in  the  di- 
rection of  Millen,  keeping  well  to  the  north  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bark  Camp, 
Birdsvdie  and  Buck  Head  church,  making  a  lodgement  oi  the  railroad  north  of 
Millen,  destroying  a  section  of  track  in  the  direction  of  Augusta,  and  turning  on 
Millen  in  case  your  hear  the  sounds  of  battle. 

We  are  at  station  9  J,  marked  Burton  on  our  maps,  and  will  finish  the  railroad 
up  to  Milieu. 

As  we  are  a  day  ahead,  you  will  have  to  march  pretty  briskly. 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp, 


Headuuartrrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejieldt  Station  9,  Georgm,  December  1,  1864. 

General  :  Yours  of  this  date  from  oppoi*ito  No.  8  is  at  hand,  which  I 
acknowledge  by  direction  of  the  general-in-chief. 

He  has  read  your  order  to  General  Blair,  and  says  **  all  right."  He  does  not 
wish  you  to  move  to-morrow  further  than  abreast  of  No.  7. 

General  Slocum  is  now  abreast  of  us  here,  and  to-morrow  will  reach  the 
.vicinity  of  Buck  He.id  church,  where  there  will  be  some  delay  to  us,  while 
Slocum  is  swinging  around,  and  you  may  calculate  on  staying  at  No.  7  a  day  or 
two  lor  us  to  get  up  even.  At  present  Wheeler  is  very  active,  and  Kilpatrick 
is  operating  in  connexion  with  General  Slocum.  You  will  make  disposition  to 
cross  at  No.  7,  but  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  do  so  will  depend  on  the 
dispositions  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-deCamp. 

Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thcfeldy  Station  9,  December  1,  1864.  . 
General:  Your  despatch  of  12  m.  yesterday  just  received,  and  Captain 
Audenreid  has  also  returned.  Your  operations  have  been  entirely  satisfactory 
to  the  general-in-chief.  He  wishes  you  to  move  on  the  flank  of  the  left  wing, 
holding  your  command  well  in  hand  for  further  work,  but  always  giving  the 
enemy  all  he  wants  when  he  offers  you  battle.    As  regards  retaliation^  you  most 
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be  very  careful  as  to  tlie  correctness  of  any  information  you  may  receive  about 
the  enemy  murdering  or  mutilating  our  men.  You  may  keep  the  prisoners  you 
have  or  turn  any  portion  of  them  over  to  General  Slocum's  infantry  to  guard, 
and  keep  such  as  you  may  wish  to  retain  for  your  own  obj(?ct.  You  may  com- 
municate with  Wheeler  by  flag  of  truce,  and  notify  liim  of  the  conduct  of  his 
command  toward  our  men  ;  and  that  you  shall  retaliate,  which  you  may  do  until 
you  feel  satit*fied.  When  our  men  are  found  and  you  arc  fully  c<»nvinc(?d  the 
enemy  have  killed  them  after  surrender  in  fair  battle,  or  have  mutilated  their 
bodies  after  having  been  killed  in  fair  battle,  you  may  hang  and  mutilate  man 
for  man  without  regard  to  rank. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aidc-de-Camp. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division, 


Headquarters  Milttarv  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Mil/en,  Ga.,  Decemhcr  2,  1864. 

General  :  The  general-in-chief  has  made  camp  near  the  mouth  of  Buck 
Head  creek  and  the  troops  are  passing  over  into  Mil 'en.  He  wi.-»hes  you  to- 
morrow to  make  a  good  break  of  the  railroad  from  Millen  towards  Augusta, 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  points  crossed  by  the  14th  and  20th  corps,  after 
which  to  move  out  and  continue  the  march  toward  Savannah  by  two  roads, 
leaving  the  one  along  the  railroad  for  General  Blair.  The  two  roads  indicated 
on  our  maps,  the  one  passing  n(^ir  Milieu  and  Hunters  mills,  and  the  other 
sweeping  around  by  Sharpens  and  Buck  Creek  post  olfice,  will  answer ;  but  if  one 
can  be  found  leading  from  the  upper  road  through  8ylvania  towards  Halley's 
ferry,  on  the  Savannah  river,  it  would  answer  our  purpose  better  for  your  left 
corps.  General  Kilp.itrick  will  be  instructed  to  confer  with  you  and  cover  your 
rear.  Dress  to  the  right  on  the  17th  corps,  whose  progress  you  can  rate  by 
the  smoke.  General  Blair  will  continue  to  burn  the  railroad  as  he  marches,  as 
far  as  Ogeechee  church.  The  general  wishes  all  the  heads  of  columns  to  be  on 
the  road  leading  from  Millroy  td  11  alley's  ferry  on  the  fourth  day,  including 
to-morrow 

Communicate  as  often  as  possible  with  him ;  but  failing  to  hear  from  him, 
always  act  in  concert  with  General  Blair's  column,  which  alone  is  expected  to 
meet  opposition.  General  Howard,  with  the  loth  corps,  will  continue  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Ogeechee,  ready  to  turn  any  position  uf  the  enemy  in  case 
be  offer  opposition  to  our  progress. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-deCamp. 

Major  General  H.  W.  S locum, 

Commanding  Rig /it  Wing, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  Millen,  Ga  ,  December  2,  1864. 
General  :  The  army  will  move  on  Savannah,  delaying  only  to  continue  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  from  Millen  as  far  as  Ogeechee  church.  General 
Howard  will  continue  to  move  along  the  south  bank  of  the  Ogeechee,  General 
Blair  along  the  railroad,  and  General  Slocum  by  the  two  roads  lying  north  of 
the  railroad,  between  it  and  the  Savannah  river.  The  general  wishes  you  to 
confer  with   General  Slocum,  to  make  a  strong  feint  up  in  the  direction  oi 
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Waynesboro,  and  then  to  cover  his  rear  from  molestation  by  dashes  of  cavalry. 
I  send  you  copies  of  two  letters  from  members  of  Wheeler's  staff,  which  w&l 
mterest  you ;  after  reading,  please  return  them  for  file  in  this  office. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-deCamv, 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Millen^  Ga,,  December  2,  1864. 

General :  The  next  movement  will  be  on  Savannah;  your  two  corps  mov- 
ing along  down  the  Ogeechee ;  General  Blair  to  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  as 
Ogeechee  church ;  and  the  15th  corps  keeping  on  the  south  and  west  bank,  ready 
to  cross  over  in  case  of  opposition  to  General  Blair  ;  otherwise  it  will  not  cross 
until  near  Eden  No.  2.  General  Slocum  will  take  the  two  roads  north  of  the 
railroad  and  between  it  and  the  Savannah  river.  As  he  will  have  to  make  a 
wide  detour,  we  must  allow  him  until  the  fourth  day  to  reach  the  road  from 
Millroy  to  Halley's  ferry,  on  the  Savannah  river;  this  will  make  slow  marching 
for  you,  but,  as  a  general  rule,  the  rear  of  the  l/>th  corps  should  be  about 
abreast  of  General  Blair's  head  of  column.  The  general  has  a  Savannah 
paper  of  yesterday,  from  which  he  notices  the  enemy  still  remain  in  doubt  as  to 
our  intentions,  being  divided  between  Macon,  Augusta,  and  Savannah ;  and 
also  that  an  expedition  of  gunboats  has  passed  up  the  Broad  river  toward 
Coosawahatchee. 

If  at  any  time  during  your  progress  you  judge  it  feasible,  you  might  de- 
spatch a  small,  bold  party  of  scouts  down  towards  Hinesville  to  bum  some 
culverts,  and  tear  up  some  track,  and  cut  the  telegraph  wires  in  several  places 
on  the  Savannah  and  Gulf  railroad,  over  which  the  city  of  Savannah  is  now 
chiefly  stmplied.  The  fewer  the  men,  and  the  sooner  such  a  party  start,  the 
better.  The  country  is  very  sparsely  settled,  and  very  favorable  for  such  an 
expedition. 

I  am,  general,  &c., 

L.'M.  DAYTON,  Aid-deCamp. 

Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  ike   Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  thejield,  No.  5J,  C.  R,  R.,  December  4,  1864-— f  p.  m. 

General  :  Tour  note  of  10  a.  m.  has  been  received.  The  day  has  been  bo 
good  that  General  Blair  has  got  to  the  point  on  our  map  indicated  by  the  inter- 
section of  the  main  road  with  that  leading  through  Sylvania,  Hunter's  Mills, 
and  Paris  Academy,  viz :  four  (4)  miles  west  of  Halcyon  Dale.  He  keeps 
three  brigades  breaking  railroad  abreast  of  him.  His  advance,  on  arrival  here, 
was  fired  on,  but  by  parties  who  took  good  care  to  fire  at  long  range  and  take 
to  their  heels.  My  judgment  is,  that  if  any  opposition  is  made  to  us  this  side 
of  Savannah,  it  will  occur  near  Ogeechee  church  ;  but  Howard's  movement  south 
of  Ogeechee,  by  Millroy,  will  turn  that  position. 

You  have  nothing  to  apprehend  on  your  front,  but  should  look  to  your  rear, 
especially  on  General  Davis's  flank,  until  you  get  in  the  neck  between  Ogeo- 
chee  church  and  Halley's  ferry.  I  want  you  to  report  to  me  frequently,  oat* 
in  the  absence  of  orders,  to  move  your  entire  wing,  with  Kilpatrick's  caYalmy 
in  the  direction  of  Springfield  and  Monteith,  getting  your  left  flank  on  the» 
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Savannah  and  Charleston   railroad  ahout  Saint  Aug:u8tine   creek.     General 
BIa.ir  will  continue  to  move  along  the  railroad,  and  the   15th   corps  will  con-- 
•  tin  lie  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ogeechee  until  abreast  of  Eden  No.  2. 

We  continue  to  find  abundance  of  forage,  and  all  our  animals  are  in  first- 
mte  condition.  Nevertheless,  I  want  to  impress  upon  all  the  importance  of  fill- 
ing: all  empty  wagons ;  for  it  may  be  to  our  interest  to  act  rapidly,  without 
waiting  to  draw  supplies  from  our  new  base. 

I  f  our  marching  on  this  flank  is  too  fast  for  you,  please  notify  me,  and  I  will 
check  it,  as  I  am  aware  you  are  moving  on  a  large  circle. 

We  heard  the  firing  to-day  which  you  report,  which,  from  its  rate  of  fire,  I 
inrerred  to  be  from  Kilpatrick,  who  is  fond  of  using  artillery. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  reported  to  you  that  at  Millen  we  got  a  despatch  that 
Bra^  proposed  to  follow  us  with  ten  thousand  (10,000)  nTen  from  Augusta. 
If  -we  can  draw  him  down  towards  Savannah,  we  can  turn  on  him  and  send 
bim  off  at  a  tangent. 

I  am,  general,  &;c. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Majar  General, 
Major  General  Slocum,  Commanding  Left  Wing,  ifc. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  thejieldy  Ogeechee  Churchy  Ga.,  December  5,  1864. 
General  :  Since  sending  the  messenger  to  you  this  morning.  General  Blair 
has  entered  this  place  almost  unopposed.     Some  field-works  are  fresh,  and,  so 
far  as  I  have  examined,  would  be  such  as  would  be  thrown  up  by  five  thousand 
(5,000)  inexperienced  hands. 

General  Slocum  reports  he  will  be  to-night  at  the  point  where  his  road  next 
north  of  this  intersects  the  one  from  here  to  Poor  Robin  ;  but  he  has  not  heard 
from  Generals  Davis  and  Kilpatrick  since  he  heard  their  firing  yesterday  morn- 
ing.    Davis  has  orders  to  move  from  the  point  where  he  separated  from  Slocum, 
viz :    Buckhead  church  to  Ualley's  ferry,  abreast  of  this  on  the  Savannah, 
ria  Sylvania.     I  have  sent  a  courier  to  General  Slocum  to  communicate  with 
Davis  at  once,  and  report,  to  me  at  what  moment  he  will  be  ready  to  move  on. 
You  will  observe  that  with  Davis  at  Halley's,  we  threaten  South  Carolina, 
and  to  that  extent  will  confuse  our  enemy ;  but  I  will  not  lose  a  moment,  only 
we  must  move  in  concert,  or  else  will  get  lost.     You  may  make  all  the  disposi- 
tions to  cross  at  No.  3,  but  the  point  No.  2  is  the  true  one,  unless  modified  by 
local  geography. 

I  will  disturb  the  railroad  hut  little  south  of  this,  as  we  may  have  use  for  it 
out  this  far ;  still,  Blair  can  burn  the  bridges  and  culverts,  and  burn  enough 
bams  to  mark  the  progress  of  his  head  of  column.     I  don't  want  him  to  start 
until  I  know  Davis  is  abreast. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Majar  General. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  thejieldy  No,  4 J  Ogeechee  Church,  December  6,  1864. 
Gbnbral:    Your  report  of  December  5  has  been  received,  and  gives  the 
^neral -in-chief  great  satisfaction.     He  begs  you  to  convey  to  your  command 
his  thanks  for  then:  gallant  and  valuable  services  in  driving  the  enemy  in  con- 
18* 
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fusion  beyond  Brier  creek,  and  in  destroying  those  bridges  so  nseful  to  tbe 
enemy. 

At  your  suggestion  be  has  ordered  each  army  corps  commander  to  select 
from  his  command  one  hundred  cavalry  horses,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  ne- 
groes to  lead  them,  and  to  conduct  them  for  your  use  to  General  Slocum  s  col- 
umn, which  is  now  on  the  middle  Savannah  road  where  it  crosses  the  States- 
boro'  and  Halley*s  ferry  road.  A  copy  of  that  order  is  enclosed,  and  you  can 
adopt  your  own  course  to  secure  them.  You  may  always  rely  upon  the  gen- 
eral for  cavalry  horses,  as,  in  order  to  keep  you  well  mounted,  he  will  dismount 
every  person  connected  with  the  infantry  not  necessary  for  its  efficient  service, 
and  take  team  horses,  even  if  the  wagons  and  contents  have  to  be  burned. 

On  this  flank  matters  have  moved  smoothly,  and  as  we  are  a  good  distance 
in  advance,  are  lying  by  for  Greneral  Davis  and  yourself  to  get  up  abreast. 
General  Uoward  is  now  near  Brannan's  store,  west  of  the  Ogeechee,  abreast  of 
Springfield.  General  Blair  is  here  at  Ogeechee  church,  where  McLaws,  with 
about  five  thousand  (5,000)  men,  had  prepared  quite  an  extensive  line  of  in- 
trencliments ;  but  Howard's  movement  outflanked  him  and  he  quit  without  a 
fight,  and  is  now  supposed  to  be  at  Eden  No.  2.  General  Slocum  is  about  six 
miles  north  of  Ogeechee  church,  waiting  for  General  Davis  to  get  up  abreast 
on  the  Halley's  Ferry  road.  As  soon  as  all  are  up  we  will  move  on  Savannah 
by  the  four  main  roads  from  Brannan's  store,  Ogeechee  church,  Springfield, 
and  the  Savannah  river  road.  As  Wheeler  is  disposed  of,  you  might,  for  the 
sake  of  forage,  divide  your  command,  coming  together  say  about  Monteith. 
We  find  a  great  deal  of  forage,  but  presume  our  infantry  trains  consume  it  all ; 
still  they  do  not  seem  to  know  that  rice  in  the  straw,  fed  in  moderation,  is  most 
excellent  forage ;  and  you  can  take  advantage  of  it,  as  you  will  find  an  abund- 
ance along  the  Savannah  and  Ogeechee  rivers.  As  you  come  down,  make  a 
good  deal  of  smoke  and  fuss  about  Halley's  (now  Hutchinson's)  ferry  and 
Sister's  ferry,  as  though  threatening  to  cross  into  South  Carolina ;  and  should 
Ebeuezer  creek  be  up,  send  word  to  General  Davis  to  leave  his  brigade  down 
until  you  are  across. 

No  news  from  the  outside  world  of  any  interest,  but  the  fleet  is  known  to  be 
watching  for  us,  as  the  citizens  report  it  sending  up  rockets  every  night. 
I  am,  general,  with  much  regard, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  AidedeCamp. 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejleldf  Ogeechee  Church,  December  6, 1864 — 3J  p.  m. 
General  :  Your  despatch  of  1.30  p.  m.  is  just  received,  as  also  yours  of  7 
a.  m.,  which  was  answered.  The  general  is  pleased  at  the  prog^ress  of  Geueral 
Davis,  but  not  knowing  where  he  was,  it  compelled  the  halting  of  this  column 
here  to  close  up.  To-morrow  the  general-in-chief  expects  General  Uoward  to 
be  at  Eden  No.  2,  General  Blair  at  Guy  ton,  and  if  General  Davis's  head  of  col- 
umn reaches  Ebenezer,  and  can  lay  a  bridge  over  that  creek,  it  will  answer. 
He  wishes  you  not  to  pass  Springfield,  but  from  there  to  communicate  with  him 
at  Guy  ton;  but  in  the  absence  of  orders  the  movement  for  the  day  following 
should  be  such  as  to  place  General  Davis  at  or  in  advance  of  St.  Augustine 
creek ;  and  the  column  you  are  with,  at  or  near  Monteith.  G^eral  Blair  wiU 
be  at  Eden  No.  2,  and  Howard  will  cross  the  river  (Ogeechee.) 
I  am,  general,  yours  respectfully, 

L.  M.  DATTON,  Aidt^-Cm^. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing, 
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Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

/» the  fields  Ogeechee  Church,  December  6, 1864 — 3.45  p.  m. 

General:  Your  despatch  of  to-day  is  jnat  received.  Reports  from  General 
Slocum  and  General  Kilpatrick  have  also  been  received ;  the  former  will  camp 
to-night  on  Turkey  creek,  in  advance  of  this  column,  with  his  command  well 
closed  up.  The  latter  attacked  Wheeler  n^r  Thomas's  station,  and  drove  him 
through  Waynesboro'  and  across  Brier  creek  in  confusion,  killing  and  wounding 
a  number,  and  capturing  a  hundred  of  his  men ;  he  also  burned  all  the  bridges 
on  Brier  creek,  including  (for  good)  the  railroad  bridge.  To-morrow  the  entire 
army  will  move,  General  Slocum's  left  corps  reaching  Ebenezer,  himself  Spring- 
field, and  the  17th  corps  Guy  ton.  The  general-in-chief  desires  you  in  conjunc- 
tion to  reach  Eden,  opposite  No.  2,  and  while  General  Blair  threatens  No.  2  by 
moving  on  No.  3,  (Guyton,)  to  effect  a  crossing  at  or  below  No.  2. 
I  am,  general,  yours  with  regard, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 

Major  Greneral  Howard, 

Commanding  Arm^  of  the  Tennessee, 


IIeadquarteks  Military  "Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefieldy  2J  miles  from  No,  3,  December  7,  1864. 
Gbnhral:  Owing  to  the  rain  General  Blair  did  not  reach  Guyton  to-day » 
bat  ia  at  the  point  about  two  and  a  half  (2J)  miles  northwest  of  Guyton.  The 
bridge  over  the  small  stream,  without  name,  is  burned,  and  some  obstructions 
there  are  now  being  removed,  so  that  early  in  thtf  morning  his  column  will  move 
right  forward  on  the  road  which  passes  about  two  (2)  miles  west  of  Guyton, 
and  about  the  same  distance  east  of  Eden,  where  your  road  and  ours  come  to- 
gether. It  will  be  well  if  you  can  find  a  road  passing  from  Springfield  to  Mon- 
teith  and  Pooler's,  and  General  Davis  should  be  instructed  to  reach  St.  Augus- 
tine and  the  vicinity  of  Cherokee  Hill.  We  must  first  secure  the  road  indicated 
from  Cherokee  Hill  to  Silk  Hope  and  Litchfield.  We  hear  that  the  enemy  is 
fortifying  in  a  semicircle  around  Savannah  and  about  four  miles  from  it. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  heft  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  December  8,  1864—7  p.  m. 

Gbnbral:  We  are  at  a  point  on  the  road  from  Milieu  to  Savannah,  about 
two  (2)  miles  north  of  No.  2,  called  Mount  Zion  church. 

Greueral  Slocum  is  but  a  short  distance  from  us,  and  will  move,  to-morrow,  on 
a  road  which  branches  off  from  this  road  and  comes  into  the  Augusta  road  ten 
(10)  miles  north  of  Savannah,  where  he  will  effect  a  junction  with  General 
Davis,  destroy  that  railroad,  drive  the  enemy  within  his  intrench  men  ts,  and  then 
work  to  the  right  and  form  a  junction  with  us  on  this  road  as  near  Savannah 
as  we  may  get.  General  Blair  will  move  on  this  road  by  Pooler's,  and  so  on 
until  we  drive  the  enemy  within  the  intrenchments  of  Savannah,  wherever  they 
may  be. 

.  The  general  wishes  you  to  get  down  in  the  neighborhood  of  Beverly,  Silk 
Hope,  or  litchfield,  so  as  to  advance  in  the  durection  of  the  plank  road  untfiL  'w^ 


276         EEPOET  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

come  together  or  communicate  by  the  road  which  leads  from  Silk  Hope  to  Chero 
kee  Hill.  He  aims  to  push  the  enemy  far  enough  into  Savannah  to  have  the 
use  of  the  shell  road  as  a  route  of  supply.  If  you  can  possibly  do  so,  he  wishes 
you  to  send  a  note  by  a  canoe  down  the  Ogeechee,  pass  the  railroad  bridge  in 
the  night,  and  inform  the  naval  commander  that  we  have  arrived  in  fine  condi- 
tion, and  are  moving  directly  against  Savannah,  but  for  the  present  do  not  risk 
giving  any  details. 

1  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-dc'Camj?. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Pooler's  No.  1,  December  9,  1864. 

General:  Your  despatch  from  the  canal  bridge  just  received.  The  17th 
corps  moved  at  the  usual  hour  to-day  and  found  the  enemy  defending  the  posi- 
tion covered  by  the  swamp,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Savannah.  There  was  some 
skirmish  fighting  and  use  of  artillery  on  both  sides,  but  General  Mower,  who 
was  in  advance,  handsomely  drove  the  enemy  from  his  positions  and  works,  and 
we  reached  this  point  in  good  season. 

The  17lh  corps  will  move  as  usual  to-morrow  morning,  and  will  proceed  until 
it  reaches  the  main  line  of  the  enemy's  works,  supposed  to  be  about  four  (4) 
miles  from  Savannah,  when  it  will  work  to  the  right  and  connect  with  you. 
The  general-in-chief  desires  you  to  move  on  the  direct  road  on  Savannah  as 
usual,  making  progress  until  thi  enemy's  main  line  is  developed.  He  also  wishes 
you  to  communicate  with  the  fleet  if  possible.  General  Kilpatrick's  command 
is  divided,  covering  this  and  General  Davis's  column,  and  reports  positively  that 
Wheeler  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  Savannah  river. 

If  the  Mr.  Cuyler  you  have  as  a  prisoner  be  R.  R.  Cuyler,  brother  of  Sur- 
geon Cuyler  of  the  old  army,  or  his  son  George,  the  general -in-chief  ¥nshes  you 
to  send  him  to  us  when  practicable,  and  in  the  mean  time  treat  him  as  well  as 

Possible.     Present  the  general's  best  wishes  to  Mr.  King,  and  say  he  regrets 
Irown  had  not  the  good  sense  to  follow  his  advice. 
The  general  thinks  best  for  you  to  leave  a  brigade  at  the  bridge  at  Fort  Ar- 
gyle,  to  hold  and  guard  it,  as  we  may  need  it.     We  have  not  heard  from  Gen- 
eral Slocum  direct,  but  the  sound  of  his  guns  would  place  him  at  Cherokee  Hill, 
or  near  there ;  we  heard  them  at  sundown. 
1  am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  "Poolers,  No.  1,  December  9,  1864. 
General  :  As  yet  we  have  heard  nothing  from  you  to-day  except  your  guns, 
nearly  due  north  from  us,  at  three  to  five  p.  m.  General  Howard  has  reported, 
and  is  in  possession  of  the  Gulf  railroad ;  captured  one  piece  of  artillery  and 
some  prisoners  and  a  train  of  cars.  Both  corps  have  met  opposition,  bat  have 
overcome  it,  and  Howard  will  move  the  15th  via  the  plank  road,  and  the  17tli 
via  this,  the  main  road,  on  Savannah,  in  the  morning.    The  general  wishes  yon 
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to  continue  along  the  Savaonali  river  in  your  movement  on  the  city,  making  as 
much  progress  as  you  can,  until  the  enemy's  main  line  is  developed. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-dc-Camp. 
Major  General  Slocum, 

Comrnandifig  Le/l  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  fiddy  near  iSavannaht  December  11,  1864 — 2  a.  m. 
Gbxeral  :  Your  despatch  of  December  10,  and  also  Special  Field'Order  191, 
are  just  received.    "The  general-in-chief  wishes  you  to  secure  the  trains  cut  off 
on  the  Gulf  road,  and  also  describe  to  him  what  is  the  position  of  King's  bridge 
and  Dillou's  ferry — neither  are  on  the  map.     I  have  had  couriers  looking  for 
yon  since  five  p.  m.,  10th,  with  orders,  but  they  are  unable  to  find  your  head- 
quarters.   I  send  enclosed  another  copy.     The  general  understands  the  trains 
to  be  between  Way's  and  Fleming's  stations. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de-Camp. 
^jor  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commandi?ig  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headciuartbrs  Military  Divisiox\  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  ihejieldt  near  JSa  vannah,  Ga.,  (  General  Howard*  s  Headquarters  J 

December  15,  1864 — 2  p.m. 

General:  The  general-in-chief  has  just  retimed  from  a  visit  to  Ossabaw 
and  ViTassaw  sounds,  and  directs  me  to  inform  you  in  full  terms  of  the  result. 
^^  having  opened  communication  by  signal  with  the  gunboats,  and  got  pos- 
seseion  of  Fort  McAllister,  he  went  in  person  to  the  gunboat  beiow  Fort  McAl- 
lister, which  proved  to  be  a  messenger  boat  from  the  flag-ship  lying  at  the  mouth 
of  Ossabaw  sound.  After  making  communications  to  Washington,  &c.,  he  rc- 
^'I'nedto  Fort  McAllister,  and  was  overtaken  by  a  messenger  from  General  Fos- 
ter, just  from  Port  Royal.  The  general  went  on  board  General  Foster's  boat, 
*od  proceeded  with  him  down  the  bay  in  hope  to  meet  the  admiral,  but  did  not 
fiud  him  till  after  running  around  into  Wassaw  sound.     General  Foster  then 

C^eded  to  Port  Royal  at  12  m.  yesterday,  to  return  with  a  fleet  of  transports 
ed  with  BIX  hundred  thousand  (600,000)  rations  and  ten  (10)  days'  forage 
for  forty  thousand  (40,000)  animals,  and  promised  to  be  here  by  to-night.     He 
^n  also  bring  with  him  six  20-lb.  Parrott  guns  and  six  30-lb.  Parrotts,  with 
^ree  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  per  gun.     The  general  then  transferred  to 
tbe  admiral's  vessel  and  returned  to  Fort  McAllister,  whence  the  admiral  accom- 
panied him  as  far  up  as  the  rice  mill,  where  he  had  left  his  horse.     He  is  now  at 
General  Howard's  headquarters,  and  has  sent  for  his  camp  tf*  be  transferred  to 
*  point  near  this,  which  is  not  far  from  the  seven  (7)  mile  post  on  the  main  road 
leading  west  from  Savannah  to  the  Ogcechee,  marked  on  our  map  as  a  plank 
i^.    This  point  is  about  five  (5)  miles  from  his  present  headquarters,  on  the 
I«ui«ville  road.     General  Foster  has  five  thousand  (5,000)  men  near  the  Charles- 
^  railroad,  north  of  Broad  river,  and  near  enough  to  the  railroad  to  command 
it,  80  that  he  feels  sure  that  cars  cannot  pass  either  way,  but  he  has  been  un- 
able to  reach  the  railroad  itself  with  his  men,  on  account  of  the  enemy's  force. 
The  gunboats  and  General  Howard  occupy  all  other  avenues  of  approach  to  Sa- 
vannah, connecting  with  your  right     Now,  if  you  can  close  the  Savannah  river 
to  navigation,  and  also  get  a  force  over  the  Savannah  river  to  threatcm  in  flank 
any  dirt  road  leading  out  of  Savannah,  between  the  city  and  Coosahatchie,  the 
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investment  of  the  city  will  be  complete,  and  the  enemy  will  have  no  escape. 
The  general  wants  to  place  the  batteries  expected  from  General  Foster  in  posi- 
tion as  near  the  heart  of  Savannah  as  possible,  ready  to  bombard  it  as  soon  as 
Eossible.     You  may  therefore  send  horses  to  the   Ogeechee  river,  at  King's 
ridge,  ready  to  haul  those  guns  to  your  right  front,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  well 
in  position,  ready  to  open  on  the  city,  he  proposes  to  demand  its  surrender.     In 
the  mean  time  our  stores  of  all  kinds  will  come  up  Ossabaw  sound  and  the  Ogee- 
chee river  to  King's  bridge,  and  thence  be  hauled  to  the  camps.     The  canal  is 
admirably  adapted  to  your  use,  and  the  general  suggests  that  you  send  some 
competent  staff  officer  over  to  the  Ogeechee,  and,  in  concert  with  General  Eas- 
ton,  chief  quartermaster,  collect  as  many  boats  as  possible  to  transport  your  stores 
from  King's  bridge  through  the  canal  up  to  your  very  cam^.     At  Dr.  Cheves' 
plantation,  ten  (10)  miles  from  King's  bridge,  the  general  himself  saw  at  least 
half  a  dozen  fine  large  flats,  built  expressly  to  transport  rice  through  the  canal 
to  Savannah — the  very  thing  wanted — and  he  has  no  doubt  on  other  plantations 
at  least  twenty  or  twenty-five  (20  or  25)  boats  could  be  collected,  each  capable 
of  transporting  twenty  (20)  tons.     In  dry  weather  wagons  will  be  best,  but  in 
case  of  rainy  weather  these  boats  would  be  admirable.     As  soon  as  possible  the 
general  wants  your  batteries  which  are  nearest  the  city  prepared  to  execute  the 
foregoing  plans,  and  he  wants  you  to  write  to  him  in  full  to-night  any  ideas  tha.'t 
may  have  been  suggested  by  your  closer  observation  of  the  ground  in  your  ina- 
mediate  front,  and  you  may  at  once  give  orders  for  hauling  provisions  and  forage 
from  King's  bridge,  as  Admiral  Dahlgren  assured  him  this  morning  that  1:^< 
would  have  all  torpedoes  and  obstructions  removed  in  the  course  of  to-da,^ 
There  is  also  a  steamboat  load  of  mail  for  your  army.  Colonel  A.  H.  MarklavK 
in  charge,  which  will  be  at  King's  bridge  the  instant  torpedoes  are  remove<3l 
Captain  MerriU  brings  this  to  you,  and  can  satisfy  all  your  inquiries,  as  he  h^- 
been  with  the  ^neral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HITCHCOCK. 
Major  and  Aide-de-  Camp* 
Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing, 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Points  Va.,  December  3,  1864. 

General  :  The  little  information  gleaned  from  the  southern  press  indicating 
no  great  obstacle  to  your  progress,  I  have  directed  your  mails,  which  previously 
had  been  collected  in  Baltimore  by  Colonel  Markland,  special  agent  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  to  be  sent  as  far  as  the  blockading  squadron  off  Savannah, 
to  be  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  heard  from  on  the  coast.  Not  liking  to  rejoice 
before  the  victory  is  assured,  I  abstain  from  congratulating  you  and  those  under 
your  command  until  bottom  has  been  struck.  I  have  never  had  a  fear,  however, 
for  the  result. 

Since  you  left  Atlanta  no  very  great  progress  has  been  made  here.  The  enemy 
has  been  closely  watched,  though,  and  prevented  from  detachitog  against  you. 
I  think  not  one  man  has  gone  from  here  except  some  twelve  or  ^been  hundred 
dismounted  cavalry.  Bragg  has  gone  from  Wilmington.  I  am  trying  to  take 
advantage  of  his  absence  to  get  possession  of  that  place.  Owing  to  some  prep- 
arations Admiral  Porter  and  General  Butler  are  making  to  blow  up  Fort  Fisher, 
and  which,  while  I  hope  for  the  best,  do  not  believe  a  particle  in,  tnere  is  a  delay 
in  getting  this  expedition  off.  I  hope  they  will  be  ready  to  start  by  the  7di,  and 
that  Bragg  will  not  have  started  back  by  that  time. 

In  this  letter  I  do  not  intend  to  give  you  anything  like  directionB  for  future 
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action,  but  will  state  a  gjeneral  idea  I  have,  and  will  get  your  views  after  you 
have  established  yourself  on  the  sea-coast.  With  your  veteran  army  I  hope  to 
get  control  of  the  only  two  through  routes,  from  east  to  west,  possessed  by  the 
enemy  before  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  This  condition  will  be  filled  by  holding  Sa- 
vannah and  Augusta,  or  by  holding  any  other  post  to  the  east  of  Savannah  and 
Branchville.  If  Wilmington  falls,  a  force  from  there  can  co-operate  with  you. 
Thomas  has  got  back  into  the  defences  of  Nashville,  with  Hood  close  upon 
him.  Decatur  has  been  abandoned,  and  so  have  all  the  roads  except  the  main 
one  leading  to  Chattanooga. 

•  •••  •  ••• 

I  hope  Hood  will  be  badly  crippled  or  destroyed.    After  all  becomes  quiet,  and 
the  roads  up  here  so  bad  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  week  or  two  that  nothing 
can  be  done,  I  will  run  down  the  coast  and  see  you. 
Yours,  truly, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Armies  near  Savannah. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  December  6,  1864. 
General  :  On  reflection,  since  sending  my  letter  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant 
l^onn,  I  have  concluded  that  the  most  important  operation  toward  closing  out 
the  rebellion  will  be  to  close  out  Lee  and  his  army.  You  have  now  destroyed 
the  roads  of  the  south,  so  that  it  will  probably  take  them  mouths,  without  inter- 
"^ption,  to  re-establish  a  through  line  from  east  to  west.  In  t^at  time,  I  think, 
the  job  here  will  be  effectually  completed.  My  idea  now  is  that  you  establish 
*  base  on  the  coast,  fortify,  and  leave  in  it  all  your  artillery  and  cavalry,  and 
enough  infantry  to  protect  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  so  threaten  the  interior 
that  the  militia  of  the  south  will  have  to  be  kept  at  home.  With  the  balance 
^*  your  command  come  here  by  water  with  all  despatch.  Select  yourself  the 
officer  to  leave  in  command,  but  you  I  want  in  person.  Unless  you  see  objec- 
t^^na  to  this  jflan  which  I  cannot  see,  use  every  vessel  going  to  you,  for  the 
P^se  of  transportation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 

In  the  field,  near  Savannah,  December  16,  1864. 
General  :  I  received  day  biff  ore  yesterday,  at  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Dunn, 
your  letter  of  December  3,  and  last  night,  at  the  hands  of  Colonel  Babcock, 
that  of  DecAiber  6.  I  had  previously  made  you  a  hasty  scrawl  from  the  tug- 
boat Dandelion  in  Ogeechee  river,  advising  you  that  the  army  had  reached  the 
0ea-coast,  destroying  all  railroads  across  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  investing 
doeely  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  had  made  connexion  with  the  fleet. 

Since  writing  that  note,  I  have  in  person  met  and  conferred  with  General 
Foster  and  Admiral  Dahlgren,  and  made  all  the  arrangements  which  I  deemed 
essential  to  reduce  the  city  of  Savannah  to  our  possession ;  but  since  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  6th  I  have  initiated  measures  looking  principally  to  coming  to 
jovL  with  fifty  thousand  or  sixty  thousand  (50,000  or  60,000)  infantry,  and  in- 
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cidentallj  to  take  Savannah,  if  time  will  allow.  At  the  time  we  carried  Fort 
McAllister  so  handsomely  by  assault,  with  twenty-two  (22)  guns  and  its  entire 
garrison,  I  was  hardly  aware  of  its  importance;  but  since  passing  down  the 
river  with  General  Foster,  and  up  with  Admiral  Dahlgren,  1  realize  how  ad- 
mirably adapted  are  Ossabaw  sound  and  Ogeechee  river  to  supply  an  army 
operating  against  Savannah.  Sea-going  vessels  can  easily  come  to  King's  bridge, 
a  point  on  Ogeechee  river  fourteen  and  a  half  (14 J)  miles  due  west  of  Savannah, 
from  which  point  we  have  roads  leading  to  all  our  camps.  The  country  is  low 
and  sandy,  and  cut  up  with  marshes,  which  in  wet  weather  will  be  very  bad; 
but  we  have  been  so  favored  with  weather  that  they  are  all  now  comparatively  good, 
and  heavy  details  are  constantly  employed  in  double  corduroying  the  marshes, 
so  that  I  have  no  fear  even  of  a  bad  spell  of  weather.  Fortunately,  also,  by 
liberal  and  judicious  foraging,  we  reached  the  sea-coast  abundantly  supplied 
with  foraee  and  provisions,  needing  nothing  on  arrival  except  bread.  Of  this 
we  started  from  Atlanta  with  from  eight  to  twenty  (8  to  20)  days*  supply  for 
corps,  and  some  of  the  troops  only  had  one  (1)  day's  issue  of  bread  during  the 
trip  of  thirty  (30)  days;  and  yet  they  did  not  want,  for  sweet  potatoes  were 
very  abundant  as  well  as  corn-meal,  and  our  soldiers  took  to  them  naturally. 
We  started  with  about  five  thousand  (5,000)  head  of  cattle,  and  arrived  with 
over  ten  thousand  (10,000,)  of  course  consuming  mostly  turkeys,  chickens, 
sheep,  hogs,  and  the  cattle  of  the  country.  As  to  our  mules  and  horses,  we  left 
Atlanta  with  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  (2,500)  wagons,  many  of  which 
were  drawn  by  mules  which  had  not  recovered  from  the  Chattanooga  starvation, 
all  of  which  were  replaced,  the  poor  mules  shot,  and  our  transportation  is  now  in 
superb  condition.  I  have  no  doubt  the  State  of  Georgia  has  lost  by  our  operations 
fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  first-rate  mules.  As  to  horses,  Kilpatrick  collected 
all  his  remount^  and  it  looks  to  me,  in  riding  along  our  columns,  as  though 
every  ofiicer  has*hree  or  four  led  horses,  and  each  regiment  seems  to  be  followed 
by  at  least  fifty  (50)  negroes  and  foot  sore  soldiers  riding  on  horses  and  mules. 
The  custom  was  for  each  brigade  to  send  out  daily  a  foraging  party  of  about 
fifty  (50)  men  on  foot,  who  invariably  returned  mounted,  with  several  wagons 
loaded  with  poultry,  potatoes,  &c.,  and,  as  the  army  is  composed  of  about  forty 
(40)  brigades,  you  can  estimate  approximately  the  quantity  of  horses  collected. 
Great  numbers  of  these  were  shot  by  my  orders,  because  of  tke  disorganizing 
efiect  on  our  infantry  of  having  too  many  idlers  mounted.  General  Easton  is 
now  engaged  in  collecting  statistics  on  this  subject;  but  I  know  the  govern- 
ment will  never  receive  full  accounts  of  our  captures,  although  the  result  aimed 
at  was  fully  attained,  viz :  to  deprive  our  enemy  of  them.  All  these  animals  I 
will  have  sent  to  Port  Koyal,  or  collected  behind  Fort  McAllister,  to  be  used 
by  General  Saxton  in  his  farming  operations  or  by  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, after  they  are  systematically  accounted  for. 

While  General  Easton  is  collecting  transportation  for  my  troops  to  James 
river,  I  will  throw  to  Port  Royal  island  all  our  means  of  transportation  I  can,  and 
collect  the  balance  near  Fort  McAllister,  covered  by  the  Ogeechee  river  and 
intrenchments  to  be  erected,  and  for  which  Captain  Poe,  my  chief  engineer,  is 
now  reconnoitring  the  grounds;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  will  act  as  I  have 
begun,  as  though  Savannah  city  were  my  only  objeotive,  namely:  the  troops 
will  continue  to  invest  Savannah  closely,  making  attacks  and  feints  wherever 
we  have  firm  ground  to  stand  upon,  and  1  will  place  some  thirty  (30)  pounder 
Parrots,  which  1  have  got  from  General  Foster,  in  position  near  enough  to  reach 
the  centre  of  the  city,  and  then  will  demand  its  surrender.  If  General  Hardee 
is  alarmed  or  fears  starvation,  he  may  surrender;  otherwise,  1  will  bombard  the 
city,  but  not  risk  the  lives  of  my  own  men  by  assaults  across  the  narrow  cause- 
ways by  which  alone  we  can  reach  it.  If  I  had  time,  Savannah,  with  all  its 
dependent  fortifications,  is  already  ours,  for  we  hold  all  its  avenues  of  supply. 
The  enemy  has  made  two  desperate  efibrts  to  get  boats  from  above  to  the  city, 
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in  both  of  which  he  has  heen  foiled ;  General  Slocum,  whose  left  flank  rests  oa 
the  river,  capturing  and  barning  the  first  boat,  and  in  the  second  instance  driv- 
ing back  two  guubo'ats,  and  capturing  the  steamer  Refi«olutek  with  seven  naval 
officers  and  a  crew  of  twenty -five  seamen.  General  Slocum  occupies  Argjle 
island  and  the  upper  end  of  Hutchinson  island,  and  has  a  brigade  on  the  South 
Carolina  ahore  opposite,  and  he  is  very  urgent  to  pass  one  of  his  corps  over  to 
that  shore.  But  in  view  of  the  change  of  plan  made  necessary  by  your  orders 
of  the  6lh,  I  will  maintain  things  in  statu  quo  till  I  have  got  all  my  transporta- 
tion to  the  rear  and  out  of  the  way,  and  until  1  have  sea-transportation  for  the 
troops  you  require  at  James  river,  which  I  will  accompany  and  command  in 
person.  Of  course,  I  will  leave  Kilpatrick  with  his  cavalry,  say  five  thousand 
three  hundred  (5,300,)  and  it  may  be  a  division  of  the  15th  corps ;  but,  before 
detemiining^this,  I  must  see  General  Foster,  and  may  arrange  to  shift  his  force 
(now  over  about  the  Charleston  railroad,  at  the  head  of  Broad  river)  to  the  Ogee- 
chee,  where,  in  co-operation  with  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  he  can  better  threaten 
the  State  of  Georgia  than  from  the  direction  of  Port  Royal.  Besides,  I  would 
much  prefer  not  to  detach  from  my  regular  corps  any  of  its  veteran  divisions, 
and  would  even  prefer  that  other  lass  valuable  troops  should  be  sent  to  re-enforce 
Foster  from  some  other  quarter.  My  four  (4)  corps,  full  of  experience  and  full 
of  ardor,  coming  to  you  en  masse,  equal  to  sixty  thousand  1 60,000)  fighting 
men,  will  be  a  re-enforcement  that  Lee  cannot  disregard.  Indeed,  with  my 
present  command  1  had  expected,  after  reducing  Savannah,  instantly  to  march 
to  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  thence  to  Raleigh,  and  thence  to  report  to  you. 
But  this  would  consume,  it  may  be,  six  weeks*  time  after  the  fall  of  Savannah, 
whereas  by  sea  I  can  probably  reach  you  with  my  men,  and  arms  before  tho 
middle  of  .January. 

As  to  matters  in  the  southeast,  I  think  Hardee  in  Savannah  ias  good  artiller- 
^.some  five  thousand  (5,000)  or  six  thousand  (6,000)  goo*infantry,  and,  it 
Diaybe,  a  mongrel  mass  of  eight  thousand  or  ten  thousand  (8,000  or  10,000) 
militia  and  fragments.  In  all  our  marching  through  Georgia,  he  has  not  forced 
me  to  use  anything  but  a  skirmish  line,  though  at  several  points  he  had  erected 
fortifications,  and  made  bombastic  threats.  In  Savannah  he  has  taken  refuge 
^  a  line  constructed  behind  swamps  and  overflowed  rice-fields,  extending  from 
*  point  on  the# Savannah  river,  about  three  miles  above  the  city,  around  to  a 
hranch  of  the  Little  Ogecchee,  which  stream  is  impassable  from  its  salt  marshes 
and  boggy  swamps,  crossed  only  by  narrow  causeways  or  common  corduroy 
roads.  There  must  be  twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  citizens,  men,  women, 
*nd  childn*n,  in  Savannah,  that  must  also  be  fed,  and  how  he  is  to  feed  them 
h€yond  a  few  days 'I  cannot  imagine,  as  I  know  that  his  requisitions  for  corn 
^D  the  interior  counties  of  Georgia  were  not  filled,  and  we  are  in  possession  of 
^he  rice-fields  and  mills  which  could  alone  be  of  service  to  him  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. He  can  draw  nothing  from  South  Carolina,  save  from  a  small  comer 
**o^  in  the  southeast,  and  that  by  a  disused  wagon  road.  I  could  easily  get 
P<>88e88ion  of  this,  but  hardly  deem  it  worth  the  risk  of  making  a  detachment 
which  would  be  in  danger  by  its  isolation  from  the  main  army. 

Our  whole  army  is  in  fine  condition  as  to  health,  and  the  weather  is  splendid. 
^OT  that  reason  alone,  I  feel  a  personal  dislike  to  turning  northward. 

I  will  keep  Lieutenant  Dunn  here  until  I  know  the  result  of  my  demand  for 
the  surrender  of  Savannah,  but,  whether  successful  or  not,  shall  not  delay  my 
execution  of  your  orders  of  the  6th,  which  will  depend  alone  upon  the  time  it 
^'dl  require  to  obtain  transportation  by  sea. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  United  States  Army. 
l^utenant  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commander-in-Chief  J  City  Pointy  Virginia. 
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Headquartrrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mrssissipn, 

In  thejicldt  near  Savannah^  Ga.,  December  17,  1864. 
General:  You  have  doubtless  observed,  from  your  station  at  Rosedew,  that 
sea-going  vessels  now  come  through  Ossabaw  sound  and  up  Ogeechee,  to  the 
rear  of  my  army,  giving  me  abundant  supplies  of  all  kinds,  and  more  especially 
of  heavy  ordnance  necessary  to  the  reduction  of  Savannah.  I  have  already 
received  guns  that  can  cast  heavy  and  destructive  shot  as  far  as  the  heart  of 
your  city.  Also,  I  have  for  some  days  held  and  controlled  every  avenue  by 
which  the  people  and  garrison  of  Savannah  can  be  supplied,  and  I  am  therefore 
justified  in  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Savannah  and  its  dependent 
forts,  and  shall  await  a  reasonable  time  your  answer  before  opening  with  heavy 
ordnance.  Should  you  entertain  the  proposition,  I  am  prepared  to  grant  liberal 
terms  to  the  inhabitants  and  garrison;  but  should  I  be  forced  to  resort  to  assault 
or  the  slower  and  surer  process  of  starvation,  1  shall  then  feel  justified  in  resort- 
ing to  the  harshest  measures,  and  shall  make  little  effort  to  restrain  my  army, 
burning  to  avenge  the  great  national  wrong  they  attach  to  Savannah  and  other 
large  cities,  which  have  been  so  prominent  in  dragging  our  country  into  civil 
war. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  General  Hood's  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  town 
of  Resaca,  to  be  used  by  you  for  what  it  is  worth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 
General  William  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces  in  Savannah, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Savannah^  Ga,i  December  18,  1864 — 8  p  m. 
General:  In  compliance  with  the  plan  I  indicated  to  you  some  days  since, 
I  made  a  demand  during  yesterday  on  General  Hardee  for  the  surrender  of  the 
city  of  Savannah  and  its  dependent  forts,  and  to-day  received  his  answer  de- 
clining to  accede.  You  are  aware  I  am  ordered  to  carry  this  army  to  Virginia 
by  sea,  but  I  hope  still  to  get  possession  of  Savannah  before  sufficient  trans- 
portation can  be  had  to  enable  me  to  comply  with  General  Grant's  order.  The 
thirty  (30)  pounder  Parrotts  which  you  sent  me  are  now  being  hauled  to  bat- 
teries prepared  for  them,  and  in  about  two  days*  time,  if  we  can  possibly  get 
the  ground  to  stand  upon,  we  shall  assault  the  enemy's  lines  at  four  or  more 
points.  It  is  all- important  that  the  railroad  and  telegraph  wire  should  be  broken 
between  Savannah  and  Charleston,  and  the  very  best  point  is  where  your  forces 
are  represented  to  be,  viz.,  near  the  Tullafinny.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  opera- 
tions here,  especially  along  the  Savannah  river,  must  have  drawn  away  every 
man  from  that  quarter  that  they  could  possibly  spare,  and  a  bold  rush  on  the 
railroad  would  probably  develop  a  weaker  force  there  than  is  supposed  to  be, 
or  it  may  be  that  you  could  diminish  that  force,  and  use  the  balance  in  a  small 
handy  detachment  east  of  Tullafinny,  over  about  Old  Pocotaligo.  I  merely 
throw  out  these  ideas,  and  reiterate  that  it  would  aid  us  very  much  in  this  quar- 
ter if  that  force  of  yours  be  kept  most  active,  more  especially  if  you  succeed  in 
breaking  the  railroad  and  the  telegraph  wire,  the  further  toward  Charleston  the 
better.  Even  if  nothing  better  can  be  done,  let  them  whale  away  with  their 
thirty  (30)  pounder  Parrotts,  and  break  the  road  with  cannon  balls.  It  is  pos- 
sible, as  a  part  of  the  general  movement,  that  I  may  send  a  force  in  co-operation 
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with  the  navy  toward  the  Union  plank-road  from  the  direction  o^  Bhifflon.     I 
will  go  over  and  see  the  admiral  again  to-morrow,  and  it  may  be  that  I  will  see 
you,  as  in  your  last  note  you  said  that  you  would  return  again. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Comnuinding, 
Major  General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head. 


Headquartkrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Savannah,  Ga,,  December  18,  1864. 

General:  I  wrote  you  at  length  by  Colonel  Babcock  on  the  16th  instant. 

As  I  therein  explained  my  purpose,  yesterday  I  made  a  demand  on  (xeneral 

Hardee  for  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  to-day  received  his  answer 

Infusing.     Copies  of  both  letters  are  herewith  enclosed.     You  will  notice  that  I 

claim  that  my  lines  are  within  easy  cannon  range  of  the  heart  of  Savannah,  but 

Greneral  Hardee  claims  we  are  four  and  a  half  miles  distant.     But  I  myself  have 

been  to  the  intersection  of  the  Charleston  and  Georgia  Central  railroad,  and  the 

three  (3)  mile  post  is  but  a  few  yards  beyond,  within  the  line  of  our  pickets. 

The  enemy  has  no  pickets  outside  of  his  fortified  line,  which  is  a  full  Quarter  of 

A  mile  within  the  three  (3)  mile  post;  and  I  have  the  evidence  of  Mr.  R.  R. 

Cuyler,  president  of  the  Georgia  Central  railroad,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  our 

hands,  that  the  mile-posts  are  measured  from  the  Exchange,  which  is  but  two 

squares  back  from  the  river.     But  by  to-morrow  morning  I  \n\\  have  six  (6) 

30- pounder  Parrott's  in  position,  and  General  Hardee  will  learn  whether  I  ana 

^ght   or  not.     From  the  left  of  our  line,  which  is  on  the  Savannah  river,  the 

spires  can  be  plainly  seen,  but  the  country  is  so  densely  wooded  with  pine  and 

live-oak,  and  lies  so  flat,  that  we  can  see  nothing  from  any  other  part  of  our 

lines.     General  Slocum  feels  confident  that  he  can  make  a  successful  assault  at 

two  in  front  of  General 
troops,  the  right  wing, 

Ogeechee,  and  I  doubt  if  it  can  be  passed  by  troops  in  the 

f«ce  of  an  enemy ;  still  we  can  make  strong  feints,  and  if  I  can  get  a  sufficient 
Jjnab^r  of  boats  I  shall  make  a  co-operative  demonstration  up  Vernon  river  or 
Wassaw  sound.  I  should  like  very  much,  indeed,  to  take  Savannah  before  comine 
*^  f  ^^;  hut,  as  I  wrote  to  you  before,  I  will  do  nothing  rash  or  hasty,  and  will 
embaxirk  for  the  James  river  as  soon  as  General  Easton,  who  is  gone  to  Port 
-^T"^.!  for  that  purpose,  reports  to  me  that  he  has  an  approximate  number  of 
▼esa^lg  for  transportation  of  the  contemplated  force.  I  fear  even  this  will  cost 
Daore  delay  than  you  anticipate,  for  already  the  movement  of  our  transports  and 
the  ^xinboats  has  required  more  time  than  I  had  expected.  We  have  had  dense 
^^gs,  ond  there  are  more  mud  banks  in  the  Ogeechee  than  were  reported,  and 
"^^T^^   are  no  pilots  whatever. 

^  j^<ixniral  Dahlgren  promises  to  have  the  channel  buoyed  and  staked;  but 
It  18  T^^i  ^Qjjg  ygj  Y7e  find  only  six  (6)  feet  water  up  to  King's  bridge  at  low 
tide,  about  ten  (10)  up  to  the  rice-mills,  and  sixteen  (16)  to  Fort  McAllister. 
AU  t;l3e8e  points  may  be  used  by  us,  and  we  have  a  good  strong  bridge  across 
Oge^ohee  at  King's,  by  which  our  wagons  can  go  to  Fort  McAllister,  to  which 
point  I  am  sending  the  wagons  not  absolutely  necessary  for  daily  use,  the 
negroes,  prisoners  of  war,  sick,  &c.,  en  route  for  Port  Royal. 

Iti  relation  to  Savannah,  you  will  remark  that  General  Hardee  refers  to  his 

Rim    being  in  communication  with   his  war  department.     This   language  he 

thought  would  deceive  me,  but  I  am  confirmed  in  the  belief  that  the  route  to 

-which  he  refers,  namely,  the  Union  plank  road,  on  the  South  Carolina  8horQ>  ia 
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inadequate  to  feed  his  army  and  tlie  people  of  Savannah,  for  General  Foster 
assures  me  that  he  has  his  force  on  that  very  road  near  the  head  of  Broad  river, 
and  that  his  guns  command  the  railroad,  so  that  cars  no  longer  run  between 
Charleston  and  Savannah.  We  hold  this  end  of  the  Charleston  road,  and  have 
destroyed  it  from  the  three  (3)  mile  post  back  to  the  bridge  about  twelve  (12) 
miles  above. 

In  anticipation  of  leaving  this  country,  I  am  continuing  the  destruction  of 
their  railroads,  and  at  this  moment  have  two  divisions  and  the  cavalry  at  work 
breaking  up  the  Gulf  railroad  from  the  Ogeechee  to  the  Altamaha,  so  that  even 
I  do  not  take  Savannah,  I  will  leave  it  in  a  bad  way.  But  I  still  hope  that 
events  will  give  me  thne  to  take  Savannah,  even  if  I  have  to  assault  with  some 
loss.  I  am  satisfied  that  unless  we  take  it,  the  gunboats  never  will,  for  they 
can  make  no  impression  upon  the  batteries  which  guard  every  approach  from 
the  sea.  And  I  have  also  a  faint  belief  that  when  Colonel  Babcock  reaches 
you,  you  will  delay  operations  long  enough  to  enable  me  to  succeed  here.  With 
Savannah  in  our  possession,  at  some  future  time,  if  not  now,  we  can  punish 
South  Carolina  as  she  deserves,  and  as  thousands  of  people  in  Georgia  hope  we 
will  do. 

1  do  sincerely  believe  that  the  whole  United  States,  north  and  south,  would 
rejoice  to  have  this  army  turned  loose  on  South  Carolina,  to  devastate  that  State 
in  the  manner  we  have  done  in  Georgia,  and  it  would  have  a  direct  and  im- 
mediate bearing  on  your  campaign  in  Virginia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Virginia, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldt  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  19,  18G4. 
General:  The  general-in-chief  has  gone  to  the  bay.     He  directs  me  to 
farther  instruct  you  to  push  the  preparations  for  the  attack  on  the  defences  of 
Savannah  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  then  await  further  directions  before  doing 
more. 

He  will  endeavor  to  get  co-operations  from  Adnrfral  Dahlgren  and  General 
Foster,  with  whom  he  will  confer  before  returning.  If  in  the  mean  time  any- 
thing should  occur  that  you  would  wish  to  communicate  to  him,  please  to  send 
to  me  and  I  will  forward. 

I  am,  genenral,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  BAYTOK  Aide-de-camp. 

Major  General  Slocum,  Commanding  Le/l  Wing, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississipp 

In  thejitld,  near  Savannah,  Ga„  December  19,  1864. 
General  :  The  general-in-chief  has  gone  to  the  bay.  He  wishes  you  to 
push  the  preparations  for  attacking  Savannah  with  all  possible  speed,  bat  to 
await  orders  for  the  attack.  He  will  see  General  Foster  and  the  admiral  befo^^ 
returning,  and  will  get  co-operation  from  both  if  possible.  Should  anythixtiS' 
occur  that  you  would  like  to  communicate  to  the  general,  I  will  forward  for  ya^- 
I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  Aide-de^Camp. 
Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  near  Savannah,  Ga,,  December  22,  1864 — 5  a.  m. 

General  :  The  general-in-chief  has  just  returned  to  hie  headquarters,  having 
Wn  somewhat  delayed  on  his  way  back  from  Port  Royal  by  high  winds.     You 
are  no  doubt  already  aware  that  the  enemy  has  evacuated  Savannah,  and  our 
troops  are  in  fujl  possession  of  the  city.     For  the  present,  however,  supplies 
^iU  continue  to  be  received  via  Ogeechee  river  and  the  King's  bridge  road. 
The  general  directs  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  you,  until  further  orders,  to  con- 
tinue to  guard  the  depot  of  supplies  at  King's  bridge  with  your  cavalry,  on  the 
^f8t  side  of  the  river,  in  connexion  with  the  brigade  of  infantry  still  remaining 
oetween  Big  and  Little  Ogeechee.     He  is  anxious  to  hear  as  soon  as  possible 
"^fli  General  Mower's  force  sent  down  the  Gulf  railroad,  also  from  your  cavalry 
*^flt    towards  the  Altamaha,  and  desires  that  you  will  at  once  send  him  all  in- 
^onuixtion  you  have  or  may  obtain  respecting  them.     He  will  himself  go  into 
^vannah  this  morning,  and  remove  his  headquarters  thither,  and  will  send  you 
wther  orders  after  going  there. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  and  A,  A,  G. 
^■^^adier  General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  Georgia, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  22,  1864. 
D*2-AR  GtNERAL :  I  take  great  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  we  are  in  pos- 
BeA8i^:>ri  of  Savannah  and  all  its  forts.     At  first  I  proposed  to  extend  across  the 
liver ^  ^bove  the  city  from  Slocum's  left,  but  the  enemy  had  a  gunboat  and  ram 
heavily  armed  that  would  have  made  the  step  extra-hazardous ;  also  the  sub- 
iner^^-i  rice-fields  on  the  northeast  bank  were  impracticable.     I  then  went  to 
Hiltoix  Head  to  arrange  with  General  Foster  to  re-enforce  his  movement  from 
Broa.^  river,  but  before  1  had  completed  the  move  Hardee  got  his  garrison  across 
ani  off  on  the  Union  plank-road.     Our  troops  entered  at  daylight  yesterday, 
took  about  eight  hundred  (800)  prisoners,  over  one  hundred  (100)  guns,  some 
<^f  the  heaviest  calibre,  and  a  perfect  string  of  forts  from  Savannah  around  to 
^^Uister;  also  twelve  thousiand  (12,000)  bales  of  cotton,  one  hundred  and 
ninety  (190)  cars,  thirteen  (13)  locomotives,  three  (3)  steamboats,  and  an  im- 
mense supply  of  shells,  shot,  and  all  kinds  of  ammunition.     There  is  a  complete 
arsenal  here,  and  much  valuable  machinery.     The  citizens  mostly  remain,  and 
tlie  city  is  very  quiet.     The  river  below  is  much  obstructed,  but  1  parted  with 
Admiral  Dahlgren  yesterday  at  4  p.  m.,and  he  will  at  once  set  about  removing 
them  and  opening  a  way.     The  enemy  blew  up  an  iron-clad,  the  Savannah,  a 
&*^od  ram,  and  three  tenders,  (small  steamers.)     As  yet  we  have  made  but  a 
P'^nial  inventory,  but  the  above  falls  far  short  of  our  conquests.     I  have  not  a 
Particle  of  doubt  but  that  we  have  secured  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  fine  guns 
^^th  plenty  of  ammunition. 

p  1  have  now  completed  my  first  step,  and  should  like  to  go  on  to  you  via 
J^^lnmbia  and  Raleigh,  but  will  prepare  to  embark  as  soon  as  vessels  come, 
^olonel  Babcock  will  have  told  you  all,  and  you  know  better  than  anybody 
^se  how  much  better  troops  arrive  by  a  land  march  than  when  carried  by  trans- 
P?*t8.  I  will  turn  over  to  Foster  Savannah  and  all  its  out-posts,  with,  say,  one 
^jyiaion  of  infantry,  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  and  plenty  of  artillery.  Hardee  has, 
^\  course,  moved  into  South  Carolina,  but  I  do  not  believe  his  Georgia  troops, 
P^^Mtia  and  fancy  companies,  will  work  in  South  Carolina.  His  iorce  is  reported 
^y  citizens  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  (15  to  20,000.) 
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The  capture  of  Savannah,  with  the  incidental  use  of  the  rivers,  gives  us  a 

magnificent  position  in  this  quarter,  and  if  jou  can  hold  Lee,  and  if  Thomas  can 

continue  as  ne  did  on  the  18th,  I  could  go  on  and  smash  South  Carolina  all  to 

pieces,  and  also  break  up  roads  as  far  as  the  Roanoke.     But,  as  I  before  re- 

arked,  I  will  now  look  to  coming  to  you  as  soon  as  transports  are  rea^y.     We 

all  well  and  as  confident  as  ever. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Com*dg  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  December  16,  1864. 
General  :  Lieutenant  General  Grant  informs  me  that  in  his  last  despatch 
sent  to  you,  he  suggested  the  transfer  of  your  infantry  to  Richmond.  He  now 
wishes  me  to  say  that  you  will  retain  your  entire  force,  at  least  for  the  present, 
and,  with  such  assistance  as  may  be  given  you  by  General  Foster  and  Admiral 
Dahlgren,  operate  from  such  base  as  you  may  establish  on  the  coast.  General 
Foster  will  obey  such  instructions  as  may  be  given  by  you.  Should  you  have 
captured  Savannah,  it  is  thought  that  by  transferring  the  water-batteries  to  the  land 
side,  that  place  may  be  made  a  good  depot,  and  base  for  operations  on  AugU8ta, 
Branch ville,  or  Charleston.  If  Savannah  should  not  be  captured,  or  if  captured 
and  not  deemed  suitable  for  this  purpose,  perhaps  Beaufort  would  serve  as  a 
depot.  As  the  rebels  have  probably  removed  their  most  valuable  property  from 
Augusta,  perhaps  Branch  ville  would  be  the  most  important  point  at  which  to 
strike,  in  order  to  sever  all  connexions  between  the  Virginia  and  the  Northwestern 
railroads.  General  Grant's  wishes,  however,  are  that  this  whole  matter  of  your 
future  actions  should  be  left  entirely  to  your  discretion. 

We  can  send  you  from  here  a  number  of  complete  batteries  of  field  artillery, 
with  or  without  horses,  as  you  may  desire.  Also,  as  soon  as  General  Thomas 
can  spare  them,  all  the  fragments,  convalescents  and  furloughed  men  of  your 
army.  It  is  reported  that  Thomas  defeated  Hood  yesterday,  near  Nashville, 
but  we  have  no  particulars,  nor  official  reports,  telegraphic  communications  being 
interrupted  by  a  heavy  storm.  Our  last  advices  from  you  were  in  General  How- 
ard's note,  announcing  his  approach  to  Savannah. 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
Major  General  Sherman, 

Via  Hilton  Head, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  December  18,  1864. 

My  Dear  General  :  Yours  of  the  13th,  by  Major  Anderson,  is  just  received. 
I  congratulate  you  on  your  splendid  success,  and  shall  very  soon  expect  to  hear 
of  the  crowning  work  of  your  new  campaign,  in  the  capture  of  Savannah.  Your 
march  will  stand  out  prominently  as  the  great  one  of  this  great  war.  Whea 
Savannah  falls,  then  for  another  wide  swath  through  the  centre  of  the  confed- 
eracy. But  I  will  not  anticipate.  General  Grant  is  expected  here  this  moming, 
and  will  probably  write  you  his  own  views. 

I  do  not  learn  from  your  letter,  or  Major  Anderson,  that  yon  are  in  want  of 
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anything  which  we  have  not  provided  at  Hilton  Head.  Thinking  it  prohable  that 
you  might  want  more  field  artillery,  I  had  prepared  several  batteries,  but  the 
gireat  difficulty  of  foraging  horses  on  the  coast  will  prevent  our  sending  any, 
unless  you  actually  need  them.  The  hay  crop  this  year  is  short,  and  the  quar- 
termaster's department  has  great  difficulty  in  procuring  a  supply  for  our  animals. 
Ocueral  Thomas  has  defeated  Hood,  near  Nashville,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he 
will  completely  crush  his  army.  Breckinridge,  at  last  accounts,  was  trying  to 
form  a  junction  near  Murfreesboro',  but  as  Thomas  is  between  them,  Breckinridge 
must  either  retreat  or  be  defeated. 

^  *  *  m  *  *  «♦ 

Orders  have  been  issued  for  all  officers  and  detachments,  having  three  months 
or  more  to  serve,  to  rejoin  your  army,  via  Savannah.  Those  having  less  than 
three  months  to  serve  will  be  retained  by  General  Thoma<i.  Should  you  capture 
Cli<]irle8ton,  I  hope  that  by  same  accident  the  place  may  be  destroyed ;  and  if  a 
little  salt  should  be  sown  upon  its  site,  it  may  prevent  the  growth  of  future  crops 
of  oullification  and  secession. 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major  General,  Okie/ of  Staff, 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  Savannah. 


Hbadciuarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Waskingtony  D.  C,  December  18,  1864. 
My  Dear  General:  I  have  just  received  and  read,  I  need  not  tell  you  with 
how  much  gratification,  your  letter  to  General  Halleck.  I  congratulate  you  and 
the  brave  officers  and  men  under  your  command  on  the  successful  termination 
of  your  most  brilliant  campaign.  I  never  had  a  doubt  of  the  result.  When 
apprehensions  for  your  safety  were  expressed  by  the  President,  I  assured  him, 
^ith  the  army  you  had,  and  you  in  command  of  it,  there  was  no  danger,  but 
you  would  strike  bottom  on  salt  water  some  place.  That  I  would  not  feel  the 
Mme  security,  in  fact  would  not  have  intrusted  the  expedition  to  any  other  living 
commander. 

•  ••••••• 

Breckinridge  is  said  to  be  making  for  Murfreesboro'.  If  so,  he  is  in  a  most 
excellent  place.  Stoneman  has  nearly  wiped  out  John  Morgan's  old  command, 
and  five  days  ago  entered  Bristol.  I  did  think  the  best  thing  to  do  was  to  bring 
the  greater  part  of  your  army  here  and  wipe  out  Lee.  The  turn  affairs  now 
^ni  to  be  taking  has  shaken  me  in  that  opinion.  I  doubt  whether  you  may 
oot  accomplish  more  toward  that  result  where  you  are  than  if  brought  here, 
specially  as  I  am  informed  since  my  arrival  in  the  city  that  it  would  take  about 
t^o  months  to  get  you  here,  with  all  the  other  calls  there  are  for  ocean  transpor- 
tation. 

I  Want  to  get  your  views  on  what  ought  to  be  done  and  what  can  be  done. 
J*  you  capture  the  garrison  of  Savannah,  it  certainly  will  compel  Lee  to  detach 
"■^m  Richmond,  or  give  us  nearly  the  whole  south.  My  own  opinion  is,  Lee  is 
averse  to  going  out  of  Virginia;  and  if  the  cause  of  the  south  is  lost,  he  wants 
K'chmond  to  be  the  last  place  surrendered.  If  he  has  such  views,  it  may  be 
^^U  to  indulge  him  until  we  get  everything  else  in  our  hands. 

Congratulating  you  and  the  army  again  upon  the  splendid  results  of  your 
c^nipaign,  the  like  of  which  is  not  read  of  in  past  history,  I  subscribe  myself, 
more  than  ever,  if  possible,  your  friend, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 
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Headciuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Savannah,  Ga,,  December  23,  1864. 

Dear  General:  Major  Dixon  arrived  last  night,  bringing  your  letter  of  thf 
10th  December,  for  which  I  am  very  much  obliged,  as  it  gives  me  a  clear  and 
distinct  view  of  the  situation  of  affairs  at  Nashville  up  to  that  date.  I  have  also 
from  the  War  Department  a  copj^  of  General  Thomas's  despatch,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  attack  on  Hood  on  t^e  /  5th,  which  was  successful,  but  not  complete. 
I  await  further  accounts  with  anxietj^,  as  Thomas's  complete  success  is  necessary 
to  vindicate  my  plans  for  this  campaign,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  my  calcula- 
tions that  Thomas  had  in  hand  (including  A.  J.  Smith's  troops)  a  force  large 
enough  to  whip  Hood  in  fair  fight  was  correct.  I  approve  of  Thomas's  allowing 
Hood  to  come  north  far  enough  to  enable  him  to  concentrate  his  own  men,  though 
I  would  have  preferred  that  Hood  should  have  been  checked  about  Columbia 
Still,  if  Thomas  followed  up  his  success  of  the  15th,  and  gave  Hood  a  good  whal- 
ing, and  is  at  this  moment  following  him  closely,  the  whole  compaign  in  my 
division  will  be  even  more  perfect  than  the  Atlanta  campaign,  for  at  this  end  oi 
the  line  I  have  realized  all  I  had  reason  t^  hope  for,  except  in  the  release  of  oui 
prisoners,  which  was  simply  an  impossibility. 

December  24. — I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General  Grant,  giving  a 
detail  of  General  Thomas's  operations  up  to  the  18th,  and  I  am  gratifTed  beyond 
measure  at  the  result 

Show  this  letter  to  General  Thomas,  and  tell  him  to  consider  it  addressed  to 
him,  as  I  have  not  time  to  write  more  now.  I  want  General  Thomas  to  follow 
Hood  to  and  beyond  the  Tennessee,  and  not  to  hesitate  to  go  on  as  far  as  Co- 
lumbus, Mississippi,  or  Selma,  Alabama,  as  I  know  that  he  will  have  no  trouble 
whatever  in  subsisting  his  army  anywhere  below  Sand  mountain  and  along  the 
Black  Warrior.  In  the  poorest  part  of  Georgia  I  found  no  trouble  in  subsisting 
my  army  and  animals,  some  of  my  corps  not  issuing  but  one  (1)  day's  bread 
from  Atlanta  to  Savannah. 

Keep  me  fully  advised  by  telegraph,  via  New  York,  of  the  situation  of  affkirs 
in  Tennessee.  I  will  be  here  probably  ten  (10)  days  longer,  and  in  communication 
for  a  longer  time. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

General  J.  D.  Webster, 

Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  24,  1864. 

General  :  Your  letter  of  December  18th  is  just  received.  I  feel  very  macfci 
gratified  at  receiving  the  handsome  commendation  you  pay  my  army.  I  will,  i^ 
general  orders,  convey  to  the  officers  and  men  the  substance  of  your  note. 

I  am  also  gratified  that  you  have  modified  your  former  orders,  as  I  feared  tha» 
the  transportation  by  sea  would  very  much  disturb  the  unity  and  morale  of  fO^' 
army,  now  so  perfect. 

The  occupation  of  Savannah,  which  I  have  heretofore  reported,  completer  t^ 
first  part  of  our  game  and  fulfils  a  great  part  of  your  instructions ;  and  I  *-" 
now  engaged  in  dismantling  the  rebel  forts,  which  bear  upon  the  sea  and  ch<*" 
nels,  and  transferring  the  heavy  ordnance  and  ammunition  to  Fort  Pulaski  i^^ 
Hilton  Head,  where  they  can  be  more  easily  guarded  than  if  left  in  the  city. 

The  rebel  inner  lines  are  well  adapted  to  our  purpose,  and,  with  slight  mo^*' 
cations,  can  be  held  by  a  comparatively  small  force,  and  in  about  ten  (10)  dajT^ 
expect  to  be  ready  to  sally  forth  again.  I  feel  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  our  fut^^*- 
plans.    I  have  thought  them  over  so  long  and  well  tluit  they  appear  aa  dear  ^ 
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dftjlight  I  left  Augusta  nntouched  on  purpose,  because  the  enemy  will  be  in 
doubt  as  to  my  objective  point,  after  crossing  the  Savannah  river,  whether  it  be 
Angusta  or  Charleston,  and  will  naturally  divide  his  forces.  I  will  then  move 
either  on  Branchville  or  Columbia,  by  any  curved  line  that  gives  me  the  best 
supplies,  breaking  up  in  my  course  as  much  railroad  as  possible,  then  ignoring 
Cnarleston  and  Augusta  both.  I  would  occupy  Columbia  and  Camden,  pausing 
there  long  enough  to  observe  the  effect.  I  would  then  strike  for  the  Charleston 
and  Wilmington  railroad,  somewhere  between  the  Santee  and  Cape  Fear  rivers, 
and,  if  possible,  communicate  with  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Dahlgren  ( whom  I 
find  a  most  agreeable  gentleman,  in  every  way  accommodating  himself  to  our 
wishes  and  plans.)  Then  I  would  favor  Wilmington,  in  the  belief  that  Porter 
and  Butler  will  fail  in  their  present  undertaking.  Charleston  is  now  a  mere  deso- 
lated wreck,  and  is  hardly  worth  the  time  it  would  take  to  starve  it  out  Still,  I 
am  aware  that,  historically  and  politically,  much  importance  is  attached  to  the 
place,  and  it  may  be  that,  apart  from  its  military  importance,  both  you  and  the 
administration  would  prefer  I  should  give  it  more  attention ;  and  it  would  be  well 
for  you  to  give  me  some  general  idea  on  that  subject,  as  otherwise  I  would  treat  it, 
M I  have  expressed,  as  a  point  of  little  importance,  after  all  its  railroads  leading 
into  the  interior  are  deearoyed  or  occupied  by  us.  But  on  the  hypothesis  of 
ignoring  Charleston  and  taking  Wilmington,  I  would  then  favor  a  movement  direct 
o&  Raleigh.  The  game  is  then  up  with  Lee,  unless  he  comes  out  of  Richmond, 
avoids  you  and  fights  me,  in  which  case  I  should  reckon  on  your  being  on  his  heels. 

Now  that  Hood  is  used  up  by  Thomas,  I  feel  disposed  to  bring  the  matter  to 
an  issue  as  quick  as  possible.  I  feel  confident  that  I  can  break  up  the  whole 
'fiboad  system  of  South  Carolina  and  North  Carolina,  and  be  on  the  Roanoke, 
^therat  Raleigh  or  Weldon,  by  the  time  the  spring  fairly  opens ;  and  if  you  feel 
wnfident  that  you  can  whip  Lee  outside  of  his  intrenchments,  I  feel  equally  con- 
fident that  I  can  handle  him  in  the  open  country. 

One  reason  why  I  would  ignore  Charleston  is  this :  That  I  believe  they 
^  reduce  the  garrison  to  a  small  force,  with  plenty  of  provisions,  and  I  know 
^t  the  neck  back  of  Charleston  can  be  made  impregnable  to  assault,  and  we 
^  hardly  have  time  for  siege  operations.  , 

1  will  have  to  leave  in  Savannah  a  garrison,  and,  if  Thomas  can  spare  them, 
^ Would  like  to  have  all  detachments,  convalescents,  &c.,  belonging  to  these 
mt  corps  sent  forward  at  once.  I  don't  want  to  cripple  Thomas,  because  I 
^^ard  his  operations  as  all  important,  and  I  have  ordcrea  him  to  pursue  Hood 
'^own  into  Alabama,  trusting  to  the  country  for  supplies. 

^  reviewed  one  of  my  corps  to-day,  and  shall  continue  to  review  the  whole 
^y.  I  don't  like  to  boast,  but  I  believe  this  army  has  a  confidence  in  itself 
"^*t  makes  it  almost  invincible.  I  wish  you  would  run  down  and  see  us ;  it 
'^ould  have  a  good  effect,  and  would  show  to  both  armies  that  they  are  acting 
?^  a  common  plan.  The  weather  is  now  cool  and  pleasent,  and  the  general 
^th  very  good. 

Your  true  friend,  * 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
-t-ieut  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Cit^  Point,  Virginia. 


Head(^uartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ike  field,  Savannakt  December  24,  1864. 
^  ^ENBRAL:  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  two  letters  of  the  16th  and  18th 
^^^nt  to-day,  and  I  feel  more  than  usually  flattered  by  the  hi^jh  encomiums 
Jj^^  have  passed  on  our  recent  campaign,  which  is  now  complete  by  the  occupa- 
^^^  of  Savannah. 
19* 
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I  am  also  very  glad  that  General  Grant  has  changed  his  mind  ahout  embarking 
my  troops  for  James  river,  leaving  me  free  to  make  the  broad  swath  you 
describe  through  South  and  North  Carolina,  and  still  more  gratified  at  the  news 
from  Thomas  in  Tennessee,  because  it  fulfils  my  plans  which  contemplated  his 
being  fully  able  to  dispose  of  Hood  in  case  he  ventured  north  of  the  Tennessee 
river.  So  I  think,  on  the  whole,  I  can  chuckle  over  Jeff.  Davis's  disappointment 
in  not  turning  my  Atlanta  campaign  into  a  "Moscow  disaster." 

I  have  just  finished  a  long  letter  to  General  Grant,  and  have  explained  to 
him  that  we  are  engaged  in  shifting  our  base  from  the  Ogeechee  over  to  the 
Savannah  river,  dismantling  all  the  forts  made  by  the  enemy  to  bear  upon  the 
salt-water  channels,  and  transferring  the  heavy  ordnance,  &c.,  to  Fort  Pulaski 
and  Hilton  Head,  and  in  remodelling  the  enemy's  interior  lines  to  suit  our 
future  plans  and  purposes.  I  have  also  laid  down  the  programme  of  a  cam- 
paign which  I  can  make  this  winter,  which  will  put  me  in  the  spring  on  the 
Koanoke  in  direct  communication  with  him  on  the  James  river.  In  general 
terms,  my  plan  is  to  turn  over  to  General  Foster  the  city  of  Savannah  and  to 
sally  forth  with  my  army  re-supplied,  cross  the  Savannah,  feign  on  Charles- 
ton and  Augusta,  but  strike  between,  breaking  en  route  the  Charleston  and 
Augusta  railroad,  also  a  large  part  of  that  from  Branchville  and  Camden  toward 
North  Carolina,  and  then  rapidly  move  to  some  point  of  the  railroad  from 
Charleston  to  Wilmington,  between  the  Santee  and  Cape  Fear  rivers ;  then 
communicating  with  the  fleet  in  the  neighborhood  of  Georgetown,  I  would  turn 
upon  Wilmington  or  Charleston,  according  to  the  importance  of  either ;  I  rather 
prefer  Wilmington,  as  a  live  place,  over  Charleston,  which  is  dead  and  unim- 
portant when  its  railroad  communications  are  broken.  I  take  it  for  granted 
the  present  movement  on  Wilmington  will  fail.  If  I  should  determine  to  take 
Charleston  I  would  turn  across  the  country,  (which  I  have  hunted  over  many 
a  time,  from  Santee  to  Mount  Pleasant,)  throwing  one  wing  on  the  peninsula 
between  Ashley  and  Cooper.  After  accomplishing  one  or  the  other  of  these 
ends,  I  would  make  a  bee-line  for  Raleigh,  or  Weldon,  when  Lee  would  be 
forced  to  come  out  of  Richmond  or  acknowledge  himself  beaten.  He  would,  I 
think,  by  the  use  of  the  Danville  railroad,  throw  himself  rapidly  between  me 
and  Grant,  leaving  Richmond  in  the  hands  of  the  latter.  This  would  not  alarm 
me,  for  I  have  an  army  which  I  think  can  manoeuvre,  and  I  would  force  him  to 
attack  me  at  a  disadvantage,  always  under  the  supposition  that  Grant  would  be 
on  his  heels ;  and  if  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  I  could  fight  my  way  down  to 
Albemarle  sound  or  Newbern. 

I  think  the  time  has  come  now  when  we  should  attempt  the  boldest  moves, 
and  my  experience  is  that  they  are  easier  of  execution  than  more  timid  ones, 
because  the  enemy  is  disconcerted  by  them — as,  for  instance,  my  recent  campaign. 

I  also  doubt  the  wisdono.  of  concentration  beyond  a  certain  point,  as  the  roads 
of  this  country  limit  the  amount  of  men  that  can  be  brought  to  bear  in  any  one 
battle ;  and  I  don't  believe  that  any  one  general  can  handle  more  than  sixty 
thousand  (60,000)  men  in  battle. 

I  think  my  campaign  of  the  last  month,  as  well  as  every  step  I  take  from 
this  point  northward,  is  as  much  a  direct  attack  upon  Lee's  army  as  though  I 
were  operating  within  the  sound  of  his  artillery. 

I  am  very  anxious  that  Thomas  should  follow  up  his  success  to  the  very  utter- 
most point.  My  orders  to  him  before  I  left  Kingston  were,  after  beating  Hood, 
to  follow  him  as  far  as  Columbus,  Mississippi,  or  Sclma,  Alabama,  both  of  which 
lie  in  districts  of  country  which  I  know  to  be  rich  in  com  and  meat. 

I  attach  more  importance  to  these  deep  incisions  into  the  enemy's  country, 
because  this  war  differs  from  European  wars  in  this  particular — we  are  not  only 
fighting  hostile  armies  but  a  hostile  people,  and  must  make  old  and  young, 
rich  and  poor,  feel  the  hard  hand  of  war,  as  well  as  their  organized  armies.  I 
know  that  this  recent  movement  of  mine  through  Georgia  has  had  a  wonderful 


BEPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN.        291 

Beet  in  this  respect.  Thousands  who  had  heen  deceived  hy  their  lying  papers 
to  tbe  belief  that  we  were  being  whipped  all  the  time,  realized  the  truth »  and 
ive  no  appetite  for  a  repetition  of  tne  same  experience.  To  be  sure,  Jeff. 
avis  has    his  people  under  a  pretty  good  shape  of  dicipline,  but  I  think  faith 

him  is  much  shaken  in  Georgia,  and  I  think  before  we  are  done  South  Carolina 
ill  not  be  quite  so  tempestuous. 

I  will  bear  in  mind  your  hint  as  to  Charleston,  and  don't  think  "salt"  will  be 
scessary.  When  I  move  the  15th  corps  will  be  on  the  right  of  the  right  wing, 
id  their  position  will  bring  them  naturally  into  Charleston  first ;  and  if  you  have 
Btehed  tne  history  of  that  corps,  you  will  have  remarked  that  they  generally 
>  their  work  up  pretty  well.  The  truth  is,  the  whole  army  is  burning  with  an 
Mtiable  desire  to  wreisik  vengeance  upon  South  Carolina.     I  almost  tremble 

her  fate,  but  feel  that  she  deserves  all  that  seems  in  store  for  her.  Many  and 
any  a  person  in  Georgia  asked  me  why  we  did  not  go  to  South  Carolina;  and 
hen  I  answered  that  I  was  en  route  for  that  State,  the  invariable  reply  was, 
Well,  if  you  will  make  those  people  feel  the  severities  of  war,  we  will  pardon 
m  for  your  desolation  of  Georgia." 

I  look  upon  Columbia  as  quite  as  bad  as  Charleston,  and  I  doubt  if  we  shall 
mie  the  public  buildings  there  as  we  did  at  Milledgeville. 

I  have  been  so  busy  lately  that  I  have  not  yet  made  my  official  report,  and 
imk  I  had  better  wait  until  I  get  my  subordinate  reports  before  attempting  it, 
( I  am  anxious  to  explain  clearly  not  only  the  reasons  for  every  step,  but  the 
Doant  of  execution  done,  and  this  I  cannot  do  until  I  get  the  subordinate  reports ; 
r  we  marched  the  whole  distance  in  four  or  more  columns,  and  of  course  I 
Mild  only  be  present  with  one,  and  generally  that  one  engaged  in  destroying 
Jlroads.     This  work  of  destruction  was  performed  better  than  usual,  because 

had  an  engineer  regiment  provided  with  claws  to  twist  the  bars  after  being 
saled.  Such  bars  can  never  be  used  again ;  and  the  only  way  in  which  a 
lilroad  line  can  be  reconstructed  across  Georgia  is  to  make  a  new  road  from 
'airbum  station,  twenty-four  (24)  miles  southwest  of  Atlanta,  to  Madison,  a 
[stance  of  one  hundrea  (100)  miles,  and  before  that  can  be  done  I  propose  to 
9  on  the  road  from  Augusta  to  Charleston,  which  is  a  continuation  of  the  same. 

I  felt  somewhat  disappointed  at  Hardee's  escape  from  me,  but  really  am  not 
I  blame.  I  moved  as  quick  as  possible  to  close  up  the  "  Union  causeway," 
It  intervening  obstacles  were  such  that  before  I  could  get  my  troops  on  the 
lad  Hardee  had  slipped  out.  Still,  I  know  that  the  men  that  were  in  Savannah 
ill  be  lost,  in  a  measure,  to  Jeff.  Davis,  for  the  Georgia  troops  under  G.  W. 
mith  declared  they  would  not  fight  in  South  Carolina,  and  they  have  gone 
)rth,  en  route  for  Augusta ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  North  Carolina 
oops  have  gone  to  Wilmington ;  in  other  words,  they  are  scattered.  I  have 
Mison  to  believe  that  Beauregard  was  present  in  Savannah  at  the  time  of  its 
racnation,  and  I  think  that  he  and  Hardee  are  now  in  Charleston,  doubtless 
laking  preparations  for  what  they  suppose  will  be  my  next  step. 

Please  say  to  the  President  that  I  received  his  kind  message  through  Colonel 
[arkland,  and  feel  thankful  for  his  high  favor.  If  I  disappoint  him  in  the 
itore,  it  shall  not  be  from  want  of  zeal  or  love  to  the  cause. 

Of  you  I  expect  a  full  and  frank  criticism  of  my  plans  for  the  future,  which 
laj  enable  me  to  correct  errors  before  it  is  too  late.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  rash, 
at  want  to  give  my  rebel  friends  no  chance  to  accuse  us  of  want  of  enterprise 
r  coorage. 

AsBuring  you  of  my  high  personal  respect,  I  remain,  as  ever,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 

Uajor  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

j&i  the  fields  Savannah,  Oa.,  December  28,  1864. 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  yon.  They  are 
surely  strong  enough  and  patriotic  enough.  I  will  aid  yon  all  that  is  possible, 
and  a 0  all  in  my  power  to  encourage  you  and  to  defend  yon  in  your  course.  I 
do  think  we  have  been  at  war  long  enough  for  truth  to  reveal  itself.  We 
are  fellow-countrymen,  and  bound  by  every  principle  of  honor  and  honesty  to 
maintain  and  defend  the  "  Union  '*  given  us  by  Washington,  and  that  is  all  I 
aim  at ;  and  the  moment  Greorgia  resumes  her  place  in  the  Union,  and  sends  her 
representatives  to  Congress,  she  is  at  once  at  peace,  and  all  the  laws,  both  na- 
tional and  State,  are  revived.  If  you  will  stay  at  home  quietly  and  call  back 
your  sons  and  neighbors  to  resume  their  peaceful  pursuits,  I  will  promise  you 
ammunition  to  protect  yourselves  and  property.  If  rebel  soldiers  do  any  of  you 
violence  I  will  retaliate ;  and  if  you  will  bring  your  produce  to  Savannah  I  will 
jause  it  to  be  protected  in  transitu  and  allow  it  to  be  sold  in  market  to  the 
highest  bidder,  and  our  commissary  will  buy  your  cattle,  hogs,  sheep.  See. 

It  would  be  well  to  form  a  league  and  to  adopt  some  common  certificate,  so 

that  our  officers  and  soldiers  may  distinguish  between  you  and  open  rebels.    I 

will  be  glad  to  confer  with  any  of  your  people,  and  will  do  all  that  is  fair  to 

encourage  you  to  recover  the  peace  and  prosperity  you  enjoyed  before  the  war. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Messrs.  P.  J.  STAririELD,  A.  J.  Pagitt,  and  others, 

of  Liberty  and  Tatnall  Counties,  Georgia, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jleld,  Savannah,  Ga,,  December  29,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  read  with  pleasure  your  report  just  received,  as  well  as 
those  of  your  brigade  commanders. 

I  beg  to  assure  you  that  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  under  your  command 
haf  e  been  skilful  and  eminently  successful.  As  you  correctly  state  in  your 
report,  you  handsomely  feigned  on  Forsyth  and  Macon,  afterwards  did  all  that 
was  possible  towards  the  rescue  of  our  prisoners  at  Milieu,  which  failed  simply 
because  the  prisoners  were  not  there ;  and  I  will  here  state  (that  you  may  have 
it  over  my  signature)  that  you  acted  wisely  and  well  in  drawing  back  from 
Wheeler  to  Louisville,  as  I  had  instructed  you  not  to  risk  your  cavalry  command. 
And  subsequently,  at  Thomas's  station,  Waynesboro',  and  Brier  creek,  you 
whipped  a  superior  cavalry  force,  and  took  from  Wheeler  aU  chance  of  boasting 
over  you.  But  the  fact  that  to  you,  in  a  great  measure,  we  owe  the  march  of 
four  strong  columns  of  infantry,  with  heavy  trains  and  wagons,  over  three  hun- 
dred (300)  miles  through  an  enemy's  country,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  wagon, 
and  without  the  annoyance  of  cavalry  dashes  on  our  flanks,  is  honor  enough  for 
any  cavalry  commander. 

I  will  remin  your  report  for  a  few  days  that  I  may,  in  my  report,  use  some  of 
your  statistics,  and  then  will  forward  it  to  the  War  Department,  when  I  will 
indor:§e  your  recommendations,  and  make  such  others  as  I  may  consider  necessary 
and  proper. 

1  am,  truly,  your  friend,  ^ 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Brigadier  General  Judson  Kii.patrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  Georgia. 


BEPOBT  07  MAJOB  Q£N£BAL  8HEBHAN.        293 


HBADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THR  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  Jidd,  Savannah,  Ga,,  December  31,  1864. 

General  :  The  steamer  leaves  with  the  mail  this  afternoon  at  5  p.  m.    I 

write  onlj  to  saj  that  since  my  last  to  you  there  is  nothing  of  importance  to 

communicate.     The  city  is  perfectly  quiet  and  orderly.  .  The  enemy  appear  to 

be  making  preparations  to  receive  us  over  in  South  Carolina.    As  soon  as  I  can 

accumulate  a  sufficient  surplus  of  forage  and  provisions  to  load  my  wagons  I 

shall  be  ready  to  start.    We  find  the  Savannah  river  more  obstructed  than  we 

expected.    It  is  filled  with  crib-works  loaded  with  paving-stones,  making  mud 

islands,  with  narrow,  tortuous  and  difficult  channels.    All  our  stores  have  to  be 

lightered  up  from  the  ship's  anchorage  about  Tybee. 

I  have  been  engaged  in  reviewing  my  troops,  and  feel  a  just  pride  in  their  fine 
soldierly  condition  and  perfect  equipment. 

I  propose  at  once  to  make  lodgements  in  South  Oarolina  about  Port  Royal, 
opposite  this  city,  and  up  about  Sister's  ferry.  When  all  is  ready,  I  can  feign 
3.t  one  or  more  places  and  cross  at  the  other;  after  which  my  movements  will  be 
governed  by  those  of  the  enemy,  and  such  instructions  as  1  may  receive  from 
X^ientenant  General  Grant  before  starting.  I  do  not  think  I  can  employ  better 
strategy  than  1  have  hitherto  done,  namely,  make  a  good  ready,  and  then  move 
zmpidly  to  my  objective,  avoiding  a  battle  at  points  where  I  would  be  encum- 
bered by  wounded,  but  striking  boldly  and  quicklv  when  my  objective  is  reached. 
I  will  give  due  heed  and  encouragements  to  all  peace  movements,  but  conduct 
'virar  aa  though  it  could  only  terminate  with  the  destruction  i)f  the  enemy  and  the 
cx^cupation  of  all  his  strategic  points. 

The  weather  is  fine,  the  air  cool  and  bracing,  and  my  experience  in  this 
la.titude  convinces  me  that  I  may  safely  depend  on  two  good  months  for  field 
^irork. 

I  await  your  and  General  Grant's  answer  to  my  proposed  plan  of  operations 
t>«rfore  taking  any  steps  indicative  of  ftiture  movements.  I  should  like  to  receive, 
b^&fore  starting,  the  detachments  left  behind  in  TeuDessee  belonging  to  these  four 
<^oxpB ;  and  it  would  be  eminently  proper  that  General  Foster  should  be  re-en- 
*V^«"ced  by  about  five  thousand  (5,000 )  men,  to  enable  him  to  hold  Savannah 
without  calling  upon  me  to  leave  him  one  of  my  old  divisions,  which  is  too 
^"^loable  in  the  field  to  be  left  behind  in  garrison. 

I  would  also  deem  it  wise  so  far  to  respect  the  prejudices  of  the  people  of 
^^vannah  as  not  to  garrison  the  place  with  negro  troops.  It  seems  a  perfect 
■^^^bear  to  them,  and  I  know  that  all  people  are  more  influenced  by  prejudice 
*"^n  by  reason. 

The  army  continues  in  the  best  of  health  and  spirits,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
™^l)it«  begotten  during  our  rather  vandalic  march,  its  behavior  in  Savannah  has 
^^^^«ited  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  all. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  very  truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
3lajor  General  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 
General  :  Tour  note  enclosing  Mr.  Cohen's  of  this  date  is  received,  and  I 
^^^wer  frankly  through  you  his  inquiries. 

Fv^t  No  one  can  practice  law  as  an  attorney  in  the  United  States  without 
^^knowledging  the  supremacy  of  oar  government    If  I  am  not  m  ectox^  «Xi 
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attorney  is  as  much  an  officer  of  the  court  as  tlie  clerk,  and  it  would  be  a  novel 
thing  in  a  government  to  have  a  court  to  administer  law  that  denied  the  supremacy 
of  the  government  itself. 

Second.  No  one  will  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  a  merchant ;  or,  rather,  to 
trade  is  a  privilege  which  no  one  should  seek  of  the  government  without  in  like 
manner  acknowledging  its  supremacy. 

Third.  If  Mr.  Cohen  remains  in  Savannah  as  a  denizen,  his  property,  real  and 
personal,  will  not  be  disturbed,  unless  its  temporary  use  be  necessary  for  the 
military  authorities  of  the  city.  The  title  to  property  will  not  be  disturbed  in 
any  event  until  adjudicated  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  If  Mr.  Cohen  leaves  Savannah  under  my  Special  Order  No.  143,  it 
is  a  public  acknowledgment  that  he  "  adheres  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States," 
and  all  his  property  becomes  forfeited  to  the  United  States.  But,  as  a  matter 
of  favor,  he  will  be  allowed  to  carry  with  him  clothing  and  fomiture  for  the  use 
of  himself,  his  family,  and  servants,  and  will  be  transported  within  the  enemy's 
lines,  but  not  by  way  of  Port  Royal. 

These  rules  will  apply  to  all  people,  and  from  them  no  exceptions  will  be  made. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

Major  General  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  11th  Army  Corpt, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Saxannah,  Ga.,  December  31,  1864. 

Dear  Admiral  :  Captain  Breese  has  this  moment  arrived  with  your  letter 
of  December  29,  and  I  assure  you  it  does  my  heart  good  to  feel  that  I  am  once 
more  near  you.     I  hope  soon  we  will  meet  again  in  person. 

I  have  already  submitted  to  Generals  Halleck  and  Grant  a  plan  for  a  cam- 
paign  which  will  bring  my  whole  army  to  Wilmington,  which  I  know  I  can 
take  as  easily,  if  not  more  so,  than  Savannah.  I  do  not  think  you  can  take 
those  shore-batteries  with  your  gunboats,  or  do  more  than  drive  the  gunners  to 
the  cover  of  their  bomb-proofs.  I  have  examined  carefully  many  of  the  forts 
about  Savannah,  and  find  them  so  well  covered  by  traverses  and  bomb-proof 
shelters  that  you  might  blaze  away  at  them  for  a  month,  from  the  direction  of 
the  sea  channels,  without  materially  harming  them.  I  have  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, from  what  you  say,  that  Butler's  men  ought  to  have  taken  Fort  Fisher  in 
about  three  minutes,  for  its  bomb-proofs  cannot  possibly  shelter  more  than  two 
hundred  men,  who  would  be,  as  you  say,  crouching  in  a  defenceless  position 
as  against  an  attacking  force.  But  even  after  you  have  got  Fisher,  then  comes 
Caswell,  Fort  Johnson,  and,  I  suppose,  a  string  of  forts  all  the  way  back  to  Wil- 
mington. Now,  I  propose  to  march  my  whole  army  through  South  Carolina, 
tearing  up  railroads  and  smashing  things  generally ;  feign  on  Charleston,  and 
rapidly  come  down  on  Wilmington  from  the  rear,  taking  all  their  works  in  re- 
verse. I  submitted  this  plan  to  General  Grant  on  the  24th,  and  shall  expect 
his  answer  very  soon,  and  will  be  ready  to  start  the  moment  I  can  leplenish  my 
wagons  with  bread,  sugar,  coffee,  &c. 

At  present  the  Savannah  river  is  badly  obstructed  by  heavy  cribs  filled  with 
cobblestones,  which  have  served  to  make  islands  of  mud  and  sand,  leaving 
narrow,  difficult,  and  tortuous  channels  between.  Through  these  channela  aU 
our  stores  have  to  be  brought  in  launches  and  light-draught  boats,  of  which  we 
have  an  inadeonate  number,  so  that  thus  far  we  barely  get  enough  for  daily 
consumption,  feut  all  hands  are  hard  at  work,  and  I  hope  by  the  lOih  of  Jan- 
uary to  get  enough  ahead  to  load  our  wagons  and  be  ready  to  start    It  will 
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take  some  time  for  me  to  reach  Wilmington,  bnt  I  am  certain  that  mine  is  the 
onlj  mode  by  which  the  place  can  be  tiJ^en  effectuaUj. 

Mj  armj  is  a  good  one,  but  not  large  enough  to  make  detachments  from. 
I  had  to  leave  with  Thomas  enough  men  to  whip  Hood,  and  have  written  to 
General  Grant  to  send  to  Foster  enough  men  to  hold  Savannah  while  I  move 
with  my  entire  force. 

It  is  very  important  that  I  should  have  two  or  more  points  along  the  coast 
where  I  can  communicate  with  you,  and  where  I  could  have  some  spare  ammu- 
nition and  provisions  in  reserve,  say  Bull's  bay,  Georgetown,  and  Masonboro.' 

I  think,  when  you  come  to  consider  my  position,  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  my  proposition  is  better  than  to  undertake  to  reduce,  in  detail,  the  forts 
about  Wilmington ;  and  you  can  so  manoeuvre  as  to  hold  a  large  portion  of  the 
enemy  to  the  sea-coast  while  I  ravage  the  interior ;  and  when  I  do  make  my 
appearance  on  the  coast  we  will  make  short  work  of  them  all. 

I  have  shown  to  Captain  Breese  my  letters  to  Grant  and  Halleck,  and  will 
explain  to  him  iiilly  everything  that  will  interest  you,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  hear 
from  General  Grant,  will  send  a  steamer  to  you  advising  you  of  the  time  of 
starting.  I  rather  fear,  however,  that  the  President's  anxiety  to  take  Charles- 
ton may  induce  Grant  to  order  me  to  operate  against  Charleston  rather  than 
Wilmington,  though  I  much  prefer  the  latter. — ^Charleston  being  a  dead  cock 
in  the  pit  altogether. 

I  am,  most  truly,  your  friend, 

W-  T-  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

Admiral  D.  D.  PoaTBR, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  December  26,  1864. 

General  :  Your  very  interesting  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  brought  by  the 
hands  of  Major  Gray,  of  General  Foster's  staff,  is  just  at  hand. 

As  the  major  starts  back  at  once,  I  can  do  no  more  at  present  than  simply 
acknowledge  its  receipt.    The  capture  of  Savannah,  with  its  immense  stores, 
most  tell  upon  the  people  of  the  south.     AU  well  here. 
Yours,  truly, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Savannah,  Georgia. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va„  December  27,  1864. 

General  :  Before  writing  you  definite  instructions  for  the  next  campuign  I 
wanted  to  receive  your  answer  to  my  letter  written  from  Washington.  Your 
confidence  in  being  able  to  march  up  and  join  this  army  pleases  me,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  can  be  done.  The  effect  of  such  a  campaign  will  be  to  disorganize  the 
South,  and  prevent  the  organization  of  new  armies  from  their  broken  fragments. 
Hood  is  now  retreating  with  his  army  broken  and  demoralized.  His  loss 
in  men  has  probably  not  been  far  from  20,000  besides  deserters.  If  time  is 
given,  the  fragments  may  be  collected  together,  and  many  of  the  deserters  reas- 
sembled. If  we  can  we  should  act  to  prevent  this.  Your  spare  army,  as  it 
were,  moving  as  proposed,  will  do  this. 

In  addition  to  holding  Savannah,  it  looks  to  me  that  an  intrenched  camp 
ought  to  be  held  on  the  railroad  between  Savannah  and  Charleston.    Your 
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movements  towards  Branchville  will  probably  enable  Foster  to  reacb  this  with 
his  own  force.  This  will  give  us  a  position  in  the  south  from  which  we  can 
threaten  the  interior  without  marching  over  long,  narrow  causeways,  easily  de- 
fended, as  we  have  heretofore  been  compelled  to  do.  Gould  not  such  a  camp 
be  established  about  Pocotaligo  or  Coosa whatchie  1 

I  have  thought  that.  Hood  being  so  completely  wiped  out  for  present  harm,  I 
might  bring  A.  J.  Smith  here  with  from  ten  thousand  to  fifteen  thousand.  With 
this  increase  I  could  hold  my  lines,  and  move  out  with  a  greater  force  than  Lee  hap. 
It  would  compel  him  to  retain  all  his  present  force  in  the  defences  of  Richmond 
or  abandon  them  entirely.  This  latter  contingency  is  probably  the  only  dan- 
ger to  the  easy  success  of  your  expedition.  In  the  event  you  should  meet  Lee's 
army  you  would  be  compelled  to  oeat  it  or  find  the  sea-coast.  Of  course  I  shall 
not  let  Lee's  army  escape  if  I  can  help  it,  and  will  not  let  it  go  without  follow- 
ing it  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Without  waiting  further  directions,  then,  you  may  make  preparations  to  start 
on  your  northern  expedition  without  delay.  Break  up  the  railroads  in  South 
and  North  Carolina,  and  join  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond  as  soon 
as  you  can. 

I  will  leave  out  all  suggestions  about  the  route  you  should  take,  knowing  that 
your  information,  gained  daily  in  the  progress  of  events,  will  be  better  than  any 
that  can  be  obtained  now.  It  may  not  be  possible  for  you  to  march  to  the  rear  of 
Petersburg ;  but  failing  in  this,  you  could  strike  either  of  the  sea-coast  ports  in 
North  Carolina  held  by  us.  From  there  you  could  easilv  take  shipping.  It  would 
be  decidedly  preferable,  however,  if  you  could  march  tne  whole  distance.  From 
the  best  information  I  have  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  supplying  your  army 
until  you  cross  the  Roanoke.  From  there  here  is  but  a  few  days'  march,  and 
supplies  could  be  collected  south  of  the  river  to  bring  you  through.  I  shall  es- 
tablish communication  with  you  there  by  steamboat  and  gunboat.  By  this 
means  your  wants  can  be  partially  supplied. 

I  shall  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon,  and  to  hear  your  plan,  and  about  the 
time  of  starting. 

Please  instruct  Foster  to  hold  on  to  all  the  property  captured  in  Savannah, 
and  especially  the  cotton.  Do  not  turn  it  over  to  citizens  or  treasury  agents 
without  orders  of  the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General. 

Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  ^eld.  Savannah,  Ga.y  January  2,  1865. 

General  :  I  have  received  by  the  hands  of  General  Barnard  your  note  of 
26th,  and  letter  of  27th  December. 

I  herewith  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  projet  which  I  have  this  morning,  in 
strict  confidence,  discussed  with  my  inuneaiate  commanders.  I  shall  need,  how- 
ever, larger  supplies  of  stores,  especially  grain.  I  will  enclose  to  you  with 
this  letters  from  General  Eastou,  quartermaster,  and  Colonel  Beckwith,  coud- 
missary  of  subsistence,  setting  forth  what  will  be  required,  and  trust  you  will 
forward  them  to  Washington,  with  your  sanction,  so  that  the  necessary  steps 
may  be  taken  at  once  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  this  plan  on  time.  1  wrote  yoa 
very  fully  on  the  24th,  and  have  nothing  to  add  to  that.  Everything  here  is 
quiet,  and  if  I  can  get  the  necessary  supplies  in  my  wagons  I  shall  be  ready  to 
start  at  the  time  indicated  in  my  projet,  (January  15.)  But  until  those  sup- 
plies are  in  hand  I  can  do  nothing ;  aStor  they  are  I  shall  be  ready  to  move  with 
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great  rapidity.  I  have  heard  of  the  affair  at  Gape  Fear  ;  it  has  tamed  out  as  70a 
will  remember  I  expected.  I  haye  famished  Greneral  Easton  a  copj  of  the  de- 
spatch from  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  will  retain  possession  of  all  cotton 
here,  and  ship  it  as  fast  as  vessels  can  be  had  to  New  York.  I  shall  immedi- 
ately send  the  17th  corps  over  to  Port  Royal,  by  boats  famished  by  Admiral 
Dahlgren  and  General  Foster,  without  interfering  with  General  Easton's  vessels, 
to  mi^e  a  lodgement  on  the  railroad  at  Pocotaligo. 

General  Barnard  will  remain  with  me  a  few  days,  and  I  shall  send  this 
by  a  staff  officer,  who  can  retam  on  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  supply  fleet.  I 
suppose  that  now  General  Butler  has  got  through  with  them,  you  can  spare 
them  to  as. 

My  report  of  recent  operations  is  nearly  ready,  and  will  be  sent  on  in  a  day 
or  two,  as  soon  as  some  frirther  subordinate  reports  come  in. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  very  tmly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN,  Major  General. 

Ueat  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Citt/  Point. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  December  26,  1864. 

Hiv  Dear  General  Sherman  :  Many,  many  thanks  for  your  Christmas  gift, 
the  capture  of  Savannah.  When  you  were  about  leaving  Atlanta  for  the  Atlan- 
tic coast,  I  was  anxious,  if  not  fearful;  but  feeling  that  you  were  the  better 
jnd^,  and  remembering  that  "nothing  risked,  nothing  gained,"  I  did  not  inter- 
{ere«  Now,  the  undertaking  being  a  success,  the  honor  is  all  yours ;  for  I  believe 
none  of  us  went  further  than  to  acquiesce.  And  taking  the  work  of  General 
Thomas  into  the  count,  as  it  should  be  taken,  it  is  indeed  a  great  success.  Not 
pEiljr  does  it  afford  the  obvious  and  immediate  military  advantages,  but,  in  show- 
^S  to  the  world  that  your  army  could  be  divided,  putting  the  stronger  part  to 
*^  important  new  service,  and  yet  leaving  enough  to  vanquish  the  old  opposing 
">rce  of  the  whole — ^Hood's  army — ^it  brings  those  who  sat  in  darkness  to  see  a 
gi^eat  light.  Bat  what  next  1  I  suppose  it  will  be  safer  if  I  leave  General  Grant 
■^d  yourself  to  decide. 

I^lease  make  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  your  whole  army,  officers  and 

Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


HEADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Li  thejield.  Savannah,  January  6,  1865. 
Bear  Sir  :  I  am  gratified  at  the  receint  of  your  letter  of  December  26,  at  the 
hands  of  General  Logan,  especially  to  observe  that  you  appreciate  the  division 
I  made  of  my  army,  and  that  each  part  was  duly  proportioned  to  its  work. 
The  motto,  "Nothing  venture,  nothing  win,"  which  you  refer  to,  is  most  appro- 
priate, and  should  I  venture  too  much,  and  happen  to  lose,  I  shall  bespeak  your 
charitable  inference. 

I  am  ready  for  the  ** great  next"  as  soon  as  I  can  complete  certain  prelimi- 
naries, and  learn  of  General  Grant  his  and  your  preferences  of  intermediate  "  ob- 
jectives." 

With  great  respect,  your  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
His  Excellency  President  Lincoln,  Washington. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Savannaht  January  16,  1865. 
General:  I  have  your  reports  of  Saturday  and  yesterday,  and  am  glad  joi 
got  the  position  of  Pocotaligo  so  cheaply.  It  is  of  great  value  to  us  in  the  fiituro 
and  I  wish  you  to  have  it  thoroughly  strengthened,  and  all  water  channels  U 
its  south  and  east  reconnoitred.  Don't  seem  to  feel  up  the  peninsula,^ 
rather  towards  the  Salkehatchie.  Go  on  and  accumulate  supplies  and  stAi 
and  get  ready,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  sally  forth  with  your  whole  wing,  suppfiec 
as  well  as  possible.  I  have  ordered  Slocum  to  push  one  division  to  Hardeevill< 
and  Purysburg,  and  to  open  up  communication  with  you.  I  will  try  and  ge 
Davis  started  by  Wednesday,  but  cannot  hear  of  the  troops  from  Baltimore,  U 
relieve  Geary  here.  I  will  not  move  from  Pocotaligo  tUl  we  get  a  good  supplj 
in  our  wagons,  as  that  is  the  great  point. 
Truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing,  Beaufort, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejidd.  Savannah,  Ga,,  January  16,  1865. 

General:  Since  my  letter  of  this  morning,  I  have  official  reports  from  Gen 
enal  Howard,  commanding  right  wing.  He  crossed  ^m  Beaufort  island  oi 
Saturday,  the  14th,  by  Port  Royal  ferry,  to  the  main  land,  with  the  17th  corps 
General  Blair,  and  marched  for  Pocotaligo.  Thev  encountered  the  enemy  nea 
Garden's  corner,  but  soon  outflanked  him  and  followed,  dislodging  him  hou 
position  to  position,  till  he  took  refuge  in  a  strong  fort  at  Pocotaligo.  This  i 
described  as  a  well-constructed  enclosed  work,  pierced  for  twenty-four  (24)  guna 
and  the  approaches  covered  by  the  peculiar  salt-marsh  points  that  guard  thi 
coast.  Night  overtook  the  command  there,  and  Sunday  morning  me  enem] 
was  gone.  Howard  expresses  great  satisfaction  thereat,  as  it  was  Sunday,  aD< 
it  saved  him  an  assault  which  might  have  cost  him  some  valuable  lives.  As  i 
was,  he  lost  Lieutenant  Chandler,  of  General  Leggett's  staff,  killed,  and  Cantaii 
Kellogg,  of  General  Giles  A.  Smith's  staff,  wounded.  He  writes  that  eignt  o 
ten  will  cover  his  loss.  He  reports  three  guns  captured  at  Garden's  comei 
We  are  therefore  now  in  possession  of  good  high  ground  on  the  railroad  at  Po 
cotaligo,  with  a  good  road  back  twenty-five  (25)  miles  to  Beaufort. 

I  will  order  Howard  to  forage  toward  Charleston,  but  proceed  to  get  my  arm^ 
and  trains  across,  and  can  start  north  the  moment  I  can  get  my  wagons  loaded 

The  weather  at  sea  has  been  so  stormy  that  vessels  are  behind,  and  it  ha 
been  touch  and  go  to  get  daily  food.  I  have  ordered  Slocum  to  push  a  divisioi 
up  to  Hardeeville  and  Purysburg,  and  think  I  can  use  the  Savannah  river  up  t 
that  point.  We  are  hard  at  work  corduroying  the  roads  across  the  rice-field 
by  the  Union  causeway. 

The  Secretary  told  me  I  would  surely  receive  four  thousand^  (4,000)  mei 
from  Baltimore,  to  garrison  Savannah.     They  are  not  heard  of  here  yet. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  GeneraL 

Lieut  Greneral  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Virginia, 
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Headqcartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihtjiddy  Savannaht  Ga.,  January  17,  1865. 
Dear  Admiral  :  I  am  tliis  moment  in  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  January  12, 
with  the  roll  of  maps,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged,  and  I  hope  you  will  succeed 
at  Fifiher,  as  it  will  set  free  much  of  your  fleet  for  other  purposes ;  hut  if  Terry 
does  not  assault,  he  should  occupy  the  peninsula  at  the  narrow  neck  represented 
cHhe  map,  about  four  miles  north  of  Fisher,  with  a  strong  line  looking  to  the 
war,  and  a  battery  of  20-pounder  Parrotts  commanding  the  channel  of  Cape 
Fear  river.  I  know  that  the  enemy  would  not  naturally  keep  in  Fort  Fisher 
to  exceed  five  or  six  hundred  (500  or  600)  men,  and  they  could  be  held  there; 
Btill,  if  he  takes  it,  it  settles  that  matter,  and  the  majority  of  his  troops  could 
return  to  Grant,  or  re-enforce  Newbem,  and  work  out  towards  Kingston. 

I  will  send  my  railroad  man,  W.  W.  Wright,  up  to  Newbem,  and  can  send 
any  number  of  cars  and  locomotives,  so  that  we  can  use  that  road  back  to  Kings- 
ton and  Goldsboro'.     We  have  here  also  a  good  deal  of  railroad  iron. 

Pursuant  to  my  plan,  the  17th  corps  got  Pocotaligo  and  the  railroad  on  the 
15th,  and  I  would  now  be  in  motion  for  Branchville  and  Orangeburg,  only  stores 
hsLve  been  delayed  by  the  storms  of  the  past  month.  But  the  possession  of  Po- 
cotaligo and  road  back  to  Beaufort,  as  also  from  here  forward  to  Hardeeville, 
g^ives  us  a  clear  start,  and  I  will  be  off  as  soon  as  I  can  get  bread  enough  to 
lo&d  my  wagons. 

The  division  of  Grover,  sent  by  Grant  to  hold  Savannah,  has  begun  to  arrive, 
»o  I  can  take  with  me  my  entire  army. 

I  have  studied  the  maps  well,  and  like  the  appearance  of  Newbem  and  Golds- 
boro', and  would  like  Newbem  held  with  all  tenacity.  If  Lee  sees  the  points, 
^e  may  try  to  checkmate  me  there;  and  if  you  have  anything  to  do  with  it, 
^old  fast  to  Newbem  with  the  tenacity  of  life.  I  explained,  in  person,  its  import- 
*iice  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  promised  to  ran  in  there  and  attend  to  it. 

I  will  make  a  good  ready,  and  then  stand  from  under.  I  shall  account  it  a 
^PP7  ^*y  i^  I  stand  once  more  on  your  deck.  The  world  shall  not  be  grieved 
•*  little  jealousies,  for  we  feel  a  just  pride  in  the  pure  courage  and  patriotism  of 
®^eh  other. 

I  will  write  you  again  before  I  again  drive  out  of  sight  and  hearing. 
Yery  tmly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  off  Wilmington* 


i 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17,  1865. 
Dear  Admiral:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  note  of  the  16th  instant, 
^ith  the  letter  and  roll  of  charts  from  Admiral  Porter.     I  send  you,  herewith, 
^^tter  to  Admiral  Porter,  which  I  beg  you  will  send  him  at  your  earliest  conv©- 
^^nce,  but  it  is  not  of  enough  importance  to  detach  a  ship. 

1  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  the  monitor  Patapsco,  especially  that  she 
^^iTied  down  so  many  valuable  lives. 

Admiral  Porter  thinks  he  and  General  Terry  can  take  Fort  Fisher,  or,  at  all 
^ents,  occupy  the  peninsula  above  it,  and  cut  it  off  from  Wilmington.  Of  this 
ye  shall  hear  soon,  as  he  proposes  to  renew  the  attack  on  the  13th  or  14th;  and 
^li  case  of  taking  Fort  Fisher  he  would  send  to  Charleston  all  his  fleet,  save 
enough  to  blockade  Wilmington,  and  keep  up  communication  for  the  troops  on 
fthore;  otherwise,  he  could  hold  on  there  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
^ut  there,  to  keep  them  from  me. 
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You  will  have  heard  that  we  took  Pocotaligo  on  the  15th  according  to  my 
plans,  and  we  now  have  the  17th  corps,  General  Blair,  strongly  intrenched  on . 
the  railroad.    I  would  by  this  time  also  have  had  my  left  wing  at  Sister's  feny, 
but  have  been  and  still  am  delayed  by  the  non-arrival  of  our  stores  necessary  to 
fill  our  wagons. 

The  first  instalment  of  General  Grover's  division,  which  is  to  garrison  Sa- 
vannah, has  just  arrived,  and  all  will  be  in  to-morrow. 

I  would  prefer  you  should  run  no  risk  at  all.  When  we  are  known  to  hwi 
rear  of  Charleston,  about  Branchville  and  Orangeburg,  it  will  be  well  to  watch 
if  the  enemy  lets  go  of  Charleston,  in  which  case  Foster  will  occupy  it;  other- 
wise the  feint  shomd  be  about  Bull's  bay. 

We  will  need  no  cover  about  Port  Royal,  nothing  but  the  usual  guard-ships. 
I  think  you  will  concur  with  me  that,  in  anticipation  of  the  movement  of  my 
army  to  the  rear  of  the  coast,  it  will  be  unwise  to  subject  your  ships  to  the  heavy 
artillery  of  the  enemy  or  his  sunken  torpedoes. 

I  will  instruct  Foster,  when  he  knows  I  have  got  near  Branchville,  to  make 
a  landing  of  a  small  force  at  Bull's  bay,  to  threaten,  and  it  may  be  occupy  the 
road  from  Mount  Pleasant  to  Georgetown.  This  will  make  the  enemy  bdieve 
I  design  to  turn  down  against  Charleston,  and  give  me  a  good  offing  for  Wil- 
mington. I  will  write  you  again,  fully,  on  the  eve  of  starting  in  person. 
Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Majwr  GenerdL 

Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Sqtmdron,  off  Charleston, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the^eld,  Savannah^  Oa,,  January  18,  1865. 

Dear  General:  Tour  note  of  January  17,  with  enclosures,  is  received.    It 

is  best  that  all  the  15th  corps  not  yet  off  should  march,  and  that  you  get  your 

whole  command  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pocotaligo  and  Coosawhatchie,  and  make 

as  many  wharves  as  possible,  that  you  may  accumulate  stores  in  your  wagons. 

Slocum  has  two  (2)  divisions  at  Hardeeville  and  Purysburg,  and  to-day  a 

fanboat  and  two  transports  move  up  to  that  point,  and  it  will  be  five  days  before 
locum  can  have  Sister's  ferry  and  Bobertsville. 

The  division  of  Cuvier  Grover  is  now  arriving,  and  will  occupy  Savannah; 
this  will  relieve  Geary's  division. 

Davis  will  start  to-morrow  for  Sister's  ferry,  on  the  west  bank  of  Savannah, 
with  Kilpatrick's  cavalry.  I  now  have  official  notice  that  Terry  carried  Fort 
Fisher  by  assault,  capturing  seventy-two  (72)  guns  and  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eightv  (1,780)  prisoners.  This  closes  up  Cape  Fear  river  and 
helps  us.  I  want  them  also  to  strengthen  Newbem  and  work  out  the  railroad 
towards  Goldsboro'. 

G^t  your  command  so  as  to  move  north  as  soon  as  possible,  and  get  all  the 
bread  and  forage  accumulated  you  can. 

As  soon  as  possible  we  will  cast  off,  and  then  for  another  cruise  that  will,  in 
my  judgment,  do  more  to  bring  matters  to  a  crisis  than  the  last. 

Choose  the  best  points  you  can  find  to  land  stores  for  Pocotaligo.    Don't  crott 
the  Salkehatchie,  but  hold  all  the  ground  up  to  it  as  though  we  intended  to 
break  across.     The  next  movement  I  want  the  enemy  to  feel  is  firom  the  left 
flank.    Purysburg  is  reported  a  fine  point,  with  deep  river  and  a  good  blufil 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commamding* 
General  Howard. 
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Headquarters  Military  Ditisiox  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldi  Savannah,  Oa.,  January  19,  1865. 

General  :  At  my  snggestion  your  command  has  been  re-enforced  by  the 
troops  serving  in  North  Carolina  and  a  division  nnder  command  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Grover.  I  have  also  turned  over  to  you  the  city  of  Savannah  and  forts 
dependent,  and  beg  now  to  indicate,  in  general  terms,  the  course  which  I  propose 
toj|ursue,  and  your  share  of  the  undertaking. 

I  propose  to  march,  as  soon  as  my  wagons  are  loaded  with  forage  and  provi- 
sions, to  the  railroad  leading  from  Augusta  to  Charleston,  striking  it  to  the  west 
of  Branchville,  breaking  up  that  road  effectually.     I  will  then  move  in  compact 
order,  and  occupy  that  space  of  country  lying  in  the  triangle  formed  by  King- 
Bton,  Columbia,  and  Camden.     There  I  propose  to  devote  some  attention  to 
Columbia  and  the  railroads  in  that  neighborhood.    If  I  find  sufficient  forage  and 
Bubsistence  for  my  army,  and  meet  with  no  reverse,  I  may  move  with  rapidity 
to  Florence,  South  Carolina,  in  hopes  to  rescue  some  ten  thousand  (10,000) 
prisoners  confined  there;  at  all  events,  breaking  up  the  road  there.    I  will  move 
direct  for  Smithland,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river,  or  to  Newbem,  North 
Carolina,  according  to  the  condition  of  my  army  at  that  time. 

When  you  hear  of  our  being  in  motion  about  Coosawhatchie,  towards  BarU' 
veil,  I  want  a  diversion  created  at  Bull's  bay,  against  the  Mount  Pleasant  and 
Georgetown  road,  about  the  twenty-four  (24)  mile  post,  to  create  the  impression 
that  mv  purpose  is  to  swing  down  against  Charleston  by  the  peninsula  between 
tbe  Ashley  and  Cooper.  I  think  one  thousand  (1,000)  men,  with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  navy,  will  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  that  end.  At  the  same  time 
the  command  at  Morris's  island  should  feel  the  forces  on  James's  island,  either 
to  detect  the  diminution  of  the  enemy's  forces  there,  or  to  compel  the  enemy  to 
keep  as  many  troops  there  as  possible.  I  regard  any  attempt  to  enter  Charleston 
harbor  by  its  direct  channel,  or  to  carry  it  by  stortn,  or  James's  island,  as  too 
Wardous  to  warrant  the  attempt.  Therefore,  any  demonstration  in  that  quarter 
should  be  merely  diversions,  or  to  take  advantage  of  anything  they  may  neglect 
^7  reason  of  my  appearance  in  their  rear. 

After  I  have  passed  the  Santee,  similar  diversions  should  be  made  about 
(Georgetown,  and,  if  the  opportunity  presents  itself,  the  fort  there  might  be  carried 
*ttd  dismantled ;  and  I  would  like  to  have  a  good  lookout  kept  by  the  navy 
for  any  boat  or  message  I  might  send  down  the  Santee  or  Peedee  with  a  cipher 
despatch.  I  have  already  furnished  Admiral  Dahlgren  with  the  key,  which  is 
t^e  same  used  by  our  telegraphic  operators,  a  copyof  which  you  had  better 
procure  at  once  through  the  War  Department  from  Washington. 

la  whatever  you  may  do  to  aid  me  along  the  coast  by  diversions,  I  must 
leave  you  in  a  great  measure  to  be  guided  by  such  information  as  reaches  you 
«otn  sources  controlled  by  the  enemy,  of  which  you  must  be  duly  suspicious ; 
hot  bearing  in  mind  the  foregoing,  and  knowing  the  strength  and  temper  of  my 
^^Jf  you  can  arrive  at  a  pretty  fair  conclusion. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  Forts  Fisher  and  Macon,  on  the  North  Carolina  coast, 

^U  be  held  secure,  and  it  would  be  well  that  you  give  to  each  commanding 

^cer,  from  time  to  time,  such  instructions  as  will  make  them  co-operate  with 

^e  general  movement  to  the  extent  of  their  power.     I  attach  great  importance 

^  the  point  at  Newbem,  and  think   you   had  better  send  to  that  point  an 

"ispector  general.     Notify  the  commanding  officer  of  the  importance  of  the 

position,  and  if  need  be  re-enforce  him.     Notify  him,  further,  that  the  railroad 

from  Morehead  City  to  Newbem  must  be  looked  to  with  great  care.    I  propose 

to  send  to  Newbem  an  officer  in  whom  I  have  great  confidence.  Colonel  W.  W. 

Wright,  to  examine  the  railroad,  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  rolling  stock,  and 

to  convey  there,  by  the  time  I  can  arrive,  increased  stock  and  iron,  with  the 

necessary  operatives  to  extend  the  road  to  Kingston  and  Goldsboro'.    But,  as  a 
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matter  of  course,  these  preliminary  preparations  should  be  made  so  as  to  attract 
as  little  attention  as  possible.  In  this  connexion,  I  would  caution  you,  and  by 
you  to  caution  others,  against  the  mischievous  newspaper  men  who  would  sac- 
rifice the  whole  army  for  a  little  personal  notoriety.  If  any  of  them  are  about 
and  likely  to  divulge  so  important  a  secret,  don't  risk  them,  but  imprison  them 
till  the  time  is  past.  At  this  moment  we  have  learned  the  capture  of  Wil- 
mington, which  may  modify  matters  somewhat,  but  the  general  principles 
above  indicated  will  be  still  applicable  and  suflScient  for  your  guidance. 

I  would  like  to  have  you  confer  frequently  with  Admirals  Dahlgren  and 
Porter,  apprise  them  of  all  movements,  and  call  upon  them  for  any  assistance  in 
the  way  of  gunboats,  &c. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South. 


Hbadqcartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mtsst^sippt, 

In  the  field  Savannah^  Ga.,  January  21,  1865. 

General  :  In  fulfilment  of  my  project.  General  Howard  moved  the  17th 
corps,  General  Blair,  from  Thunderbolt  to  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  and  on 
the  14th,  by  a  rapid  movement,  secured  the  Port  Royal  ferry  and  moved 
against  Pocotaligo,  which  he  gained  on  the  15th,  the  day  appointed.  By  that 
course  he  secured  the  use  of  the  ground  in  South  Carolina  up  to  the  Salkehatchie, 
(Saltketcher,)  and  General  Slocum  was  ordered,  in  like  manner,  to  get  his  wing 
up  about  Robertsville,  by  the  wqy  of  the  Savannah  river  and  the  Union  causeway. 

The  transfer  of  men,  animals,  and  wagons  by  steamers  is  a  very  slow  process, 
and  on  the  19th  General  Slocum  had  only  two  divisions  of  the  20th  at  Purys- 
burg  and  Hardeeville,  with  open  communications  with   Howard.     John  E— - 
Smith  crossed  by  tbe  Union  causeway,  on  which  Slocum  had  put  ten  days*  hardi— 
work,  but  the  hard  rains  had  raised  the  Savannah  river,  so  that  the  wholes 
country  was  under  water,  and  the  corduroy  road,  on  the  Union  causeway^ 
was  carried  away,  cutting  off  one  brigade  of  John  E.  Smith,  one  division  of  the^ 
15th  corps,  (Corse's,)  and  all  of  the  14th  corps,   (General  Davis's.)     All    wer^ 
ordered  to  move  up  the  west  bank  of  the  Savannah,  to  cross  at  Sister's  ferry^ 
but  the  rains  have  so  flooded  the  country  that  we  have  been  brought  to  a  stand^ — 
still ;  but  I  will  persevere  and  get  the  army,  as  soon  as  possible,  up  to  the  lin^ 
from  Sister's  ferry  to  Pocotaligo,  where  we  will  have  terra  firma  to  work  on^ 
Our  supplies  have  come  daily,  that  is,  we  have  never  had  four  days'  forage  ahead     ^ 
but  I  will  depend  on  enough  coming  to  get  rae  out  to  the  neighborhood  of  Ban^^ 
well,  where  we  will  find  some. 

General  Grover's  division  now  occupies  Savannah,  which  I  had  re-fortified  -m 
and  I  have  turned  over  everything  to  General  Foster,  so  that  nothing  non^ 
hinders  me  but  water.  I  rather  think  the  heavy  rains  in  January  will  give  u^ 
good  weather  in  February  and  March.  You  cannot  do  much  in  Virginia  til— 
April  or  May ;  and  when  I  am  at  Goldsboro',  and  move  against  Raleigh,  Le^ 
will  be  forced  to  divide  his  command  or  give  up  Richmond. 

As  soon  as  possible,  if  I  were  in  your  place,  I  would  break  up  the  departmen  ^ 
of  the  James.  Make  the  Richmond  army  one  ;  then  when  I  get  to  Gt)ldaborop^ 
you  will  have  a  force  to  watch  Lee,  and  I  can  be  directed  to  gradually  close  in*- 
cutting  all  communications.  In  the  mean  time  Thomas's  army  should  not  b^ 
reduced  too  much,  but  he  should  hold  Chattanooga,  Decatur,  and  Eastporl^ 
collect  supplies,  and  in  all  February  and  March  move  on  Tuscaloosa,  Selmi^^ 
Montgomery,  and  back  to  Rome,  Georgia,  when  he  could  be  met  from  Cliattiu^ 
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nooga.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  Beauregard  will  bring,  as  fast  as  he  can,  such 
part  of  Hood's  army  as  can  be  moved  over  to  Augusta,  to  hit  me  in  flank  as  I 
swing  round  Charleston.  To  cover  the  withdrawal,  Forrest  will  be  left  in  Mis- 
sissippi and  West  Tennessee  to  divert  attention  by  threatening  the  boats  on 
the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  rivers.  .  This  should  be  disregarded,  and  Thomas 
should  break  through  the  shell,  expose  the  trick,  and  prevent  the  planting  of 
corn  this  spring  in  middle  Alabama. 

The  people  of  Georgia,  like  those  of  Mississippi,  are  worn  out  with  care ;  but 
they  are  so  a^id  of  their  own  leaders  that  they  fear  to  organize  positive 
resistance.  Their  motives  of  honor  and  fair  play  are  that,  by  abandoning  the 
cause  now,  they  would  be  construed  as  mean  for  leaving  their  comrades  in  the 
scrape.  I  have  met  the  overtures  of  the  people  frankly,  and  given  them  the 
best  advice  I  know  how. 

I  enclose  copies  of  orders  issued  for  the  guidance  of  General  Foster  and 
other  officers  on  this  coast.  These  orders  are  made  in  conference  with  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  been  told  that  Congress  meditates  a  bill  to  make  another  Lieutenant 
General  for  me.  I  have  writen  to  John  Sherman  to  stop  it,  if  it  is  designed 
for  me.  It  would  be  mischievous,  for  there  are  enough  rascals  who  would  try 
to  sow  differences  between  us,  whereas  you  and  I  now  are  in  perfect  under- 
standing.  I  would  rather  have  you  in  command  than  anybody  else,  for  you 
are  fair,  honest,  and  have  at  heart  the  same  purpose  that  should  animate  all 
I  should  emphatically  decline  any  commission  calculated  to  bring  us  into  rivalry, 
and  I  ask  you  to  advise  all  your  friends  in  Congress  to  this  effect,  especially 
Mr.  Washbume.  I  doubt  if  men  in  Congress  fully  realize  that  you  and  I  are 
honest  in  our  professions  of  want  of  ambition.  I  know  I  feel  none,  and  to-day 
will  gladly  surrender  my  position  and  influence  to  any  other  who  is  better  able 
to  wield  the  power.  The  flurry  attending  my  recent  success  will  soon  blow 
over  and  give  place  to  new  developments. 

I  enclose  a  letter  of  general  instructions  to  General  Thomas,  which  I  beg  you 
to  revise  and  endorse  or  modify. 
I  am  truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Citi/  Point,  Virginia. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Savannah,  January  21,  1866. 

General  :  Before  I  again  dive  into  the  interior  and  disappear  from  view,  I 
®tt8t  give  you  in  general  terms  such  instructions  as  fall  within  my  province,  as 
^mmander  of  the  division. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  now  reoccupy  in  strength  the  line  of  the  Ten- 
^«88ee  from  Chattanooga  to  Eastport.  I  suppose  Hood  to  be  down  about 
Tugcaloosa  and  Selma,  and  that  Forrest  is  again  scattered  to  get  horses  and  men, 
*^d  to  divert  attention.  You  should  have  a  small  cavalry  force,  say  two  thousand 
^.000)  men,  to  operate  from  Knoxville  through  the  mountain  pass  along  the 
Jrench  Broad  into  North  Carolina,  to  keep  up  the  belief  that  it  is  to  be  followed 
V  a  considerable  force  of  infantry.  Stoneman  could  do  this  while  Gillem 
'^^ly  watches  up  the  Holston. 

At  Chattanooga  should  be  held  a  good  reserve  of  provisions  and  forage, 
*^d  in  addition  to  its  garrison  a  small  force  that  could  on  short  notice  relay  the 
'Jilroad  to  Besaca.  Prepare  to  throw  provisions  down  to  Rome  on  the  Coosa, 
^ou  remember  I  left  the  railroad  track  from  Besaca  to  Kingston  and  Rome  with 
«uch  a  view.     Then  with  an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  infantry 
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and  all  the  cavalry  you  can  get,  under  Wilson,  you  sbonld  move  from  Decatur 
and  Eastport  to  some  point  of  concentration  about  Oolumbas,  Missiflsippi,  and 
then  marcn  to  Tascaloosa  and  Selma,  Alabama,  destroying  fences,  gathering 
horses  and  mnles  and  wagons,  to  be  burned,  and  doing  all  the  damage  possible, 
burning  up  Selma,  that  is  the  nayy  yard,  the  railroad  back  towards  the  Tombigbee» 
all  iron  foundries,  mills,  or  factories.  If  no  considerable  army  opposes  you,  you 
might  reach  Montgomery  and  deal  with  it  in  like  manner,  and  then,  at  leisure, 
work  back  along  the  Selma  and  Rome  road  via  Talladega  and  Blue  mountain,  to 
the  valley  of  Chattanooga  to  Rome,  or  Lafayette.  I  believe  such  a  raid  perfectly 
practicable  and  easy,  and  that  it  would  have  an  excellent  effect. 

It  is  nonsense  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  the  south  are  enraged  or  united 
by  such  movements.  They  reason  very  differently.  They  see  in  them  the 
sure  and  inevitable  destruction  of  all  their  property ;  they  realize  that  the  con- 
federate armies  cannot  protect  them,  and  they  see  in  the  repetition  of  such  raids 
the  inevitable  result  of  starvation  and  misery.  You  should  not  go  south  of 
Selma  and  Montgomery,  because  south  of  that  line  the  country  is  barren  and 
unproductive. 

I  would  like  to  have  Forrest  hunted  down  and  killed,  but  doubt  if  we  can 
do  that  yet.  While  you  are  thus  employed  I  expect  to  pass  through  the  centre 
of  South  and  North  Carolina,  and  I  suppose  Canby  will  also  keep  all  his  forces 
active  and  busy.  I  have  already  secured  Pocotaligo  and  Grahamsville,  from 
which  I  have  firm  roads  into  the  interior.  We  are  all  well. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  army  in  thefieldy  North  Alabama^  via  Nashville. 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  21,  1865. 

Dear  General  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  17th, 
enclosing  the  very  ftill  and  complete  returns,  which  give  me  all  the  data  save 
only  the  gauge  of  your  railroad,  of  which  we  are  in  doubt;  one  of  my  charts 
represents  the  gauge  as  4  feet  10  inches,  and  the  other  at  5  feet.  I  shall  send 
up  my  principal  railroad  man.  Colonel  W.  W.  Wright,  to  look  at  it  and  accu- 
mulate at  Morehead  City  and  Newbem  iron  and  cars  ready  for  use  when  the 
time  comes.  We  can  supply  all  those  of  the  five-feet  gauge  out  of  captured 
stock.  I  don't  want  you  to  risk  Newbem  or  Morehead  City,  and  to  take 
Kingston  now  would  attract  attention,  and  lengthen  your  line  too  much  to  be  held 
with  any  degree  of  security.  Therefore,  don't  attempt  to  hold  more  than  you 
now  have,  until  you  know  I  am  near  at  hand,  and  you  can  discover  the  effect  of 
my  approach. 

I  shall  aim  to  reach  Goldsborough,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  threefold  : 

1st.  With  my  army  at  Goldsborough  the  enemy  could  not  remain  at  Wilmington. 

2d.  I  would  have  two  railroads  to  the  coast  for  supplies,  vis:  Morehead 
City  and  Wilmington. 

3d.  Goldsborough  is  the  point  from  which  to  strike  Raleigh. 

If  my  army  can  fight  its  way  across  South  Carolina  and  reach  (Joldsboroogh, 
these  results  will  be  certain. 

I  have  already  secured  Pocotaligo,  and  am  moving  my  army  into  pofiition  on 
a  line  from  Sister's  ferry,  on  the  Savannah,  across  to  Pocotaligo,  whence  I  will 
move  around  Charleston  and  across  the  country  to  FayettevUle  and  Golds- 
borough or  Wilmington,  according  to  the  supplies  I  find.  General  Foster  will 
hold  Savannah,  &c.,  and  wHl  have  a  small  force  in  hand  to  take  advantage  of 
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any  let-go  the  enemy  maj  venture  to  make.  I  would  have  been  off  before 
this,  but  am  delayed  by  the  rains,  which  have  flooded  the  whole  country. 
Doo't  attract  attention,  but  hold  Newbem  and  Morehead  City  (Fort  Macon) 
secure  as  points  for  me  to  depend  on.  Don't  risk  anything;  let  me  run  the  risk, 
bat  stand  prepared  to  aid  me  as  I  approach.  I  leave  my  chief  quartermaster 
and  commissary  here  to  follow  me  up  with  boats  and  supplies. 

I  do  not  think  Grant  will  spare  you  any  more  men,  nor  do  I  think  them 
necessary  for  the  simple  defensive  position  you  should  maintain.  As  I  approach 
yon  1  may  aim  for  the  railroad  near  whei-e  it  crosses  the  Neuse,  near  Kingston. 
As  I  suppose  there  the  enemy  will  oppose  me,  it  may  be  prudent  to  open  com- 
mnnicatioa  with  you  before  I  cross  and  attack  the  position  at  Kingston  or 
Gddsborongh.  But  Goldsborough  is  the  strategic  point  I  shall  aim  to  secure  in 
North  Carolina. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
General  Inms  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Carolina,  Newhem. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Beaufort,  S.  6\,  January  24,  1865. 

Dear  Admiral  :  Weather  now  fine  and  promises  us  dry  land.  I  will  go 
Way  to  Pocotaligo  and  Coosa whatchie ;  to-morrow  will  demonstrate  on  Salke- 
^tchie,and  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  feel  up  Edisto  or  Stono,  just  to  make 
^t  enemy  uneasy  on  that  flank,  and  to  develop  if  ho  intends  to  hold  fast  to 
Charleston  and  Columbia,  or  both.  It  will  take  five  days  for  Slocum  to  get  out 
of  ihe  savannas  of  Savannah,  and  during  that  time  I  will  keep  Howard  seem- 
^giy  moving  direct  on  Charleston,  though  with  no  purpose  of  going  beyond  the 
Sikebatchie. 

Tours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 
Admiral  Dahlgren. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Beaufort,  S,  C,  January  24,  1865. 
^  CrBNERAL :  I  was  directed  this  morning  by  General  Sherman  to  write  you  by 
*^mer  Arago  as  follows : 

He  reached  here  yesterday  from  Savannah,  and  this  morning  went  up  to 
l^ocotaligo  to  look  to  matters  in  person,  and  proposes  to-morrow  to  secure  Salke- 
'^tchie  bridge  as  a  demonstration,  and  also  to  reconnoitre  until  Slocum  gets 
^}^  to  high  ground  from  Sister's  ferry.  The  storm  has  been  severe  and  con- 
^^Qou8  for  several  days,  delaying  movements  by  bad  roads ;  but  now  it  is  clear, 
J^«  road?  are  improving  rapidly,  and  it  bids  fair  for  good  weather.  I  may  hear 
from  the  general  during  the  night,  and  will  then  despatch  you  further. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
I'ieut  General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va, 

20  • 
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Headquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  PocotaUgo,  S.  C,  January  27,  1865. 
Dear  Admiral:  I  have  now  reconnoitred  all  the  country  from  the  Salke- 
hatchie  bridge  back  to  and  including  Coosawhatchie.  The  enemy  had  fortified 
every  path  leading  from  the  various  landings  to  the  railroad,  and  could  have 
bothered  us  a  good  deal  had  we  not  got  Pocotaligo  in  the  way  we  did,  by  the 
several  diversions  and  the  quick,  prompt  attack.  From  here  we  will  find  no 
trouble  in  getting  an  offing.  I  have  official  reports  that  Slocum  got  off  for  Sister's 
ferry  on  the  25th,  and  he  should  be  there  to-morrow.  It  will  take  him  till  Monday 
or  Tuesday  to  cross  over,  load  his  wagons,  and  rendezvous  at  Robertsville,  when 
we  will  be  off.  I  hope  this  cold,  clear  weather  will  last  for  that  time,  as  the 
roads  here  would  cut  to  the  hub  after  an  hour's  rain. 

I  have  been  feeling  the  Oombahee  ferry,  and  also  at  the  bridge,  but  the  river 
is  over  its  banks  and  fills  the  swamps  for  a  mile  back — too  deep  at  points  to  wade, 
and  too  shallow  at  others  to  use  boats.  I  can  only  see  a  few  rebels  on  the  other 
bank,  but  a  prisoner  captured  says  there  is  a  brigade  back  a  short  distance,  and 
a  considerable  force  about  Green  Pond,  ten  (10)  miles  east  of  this.  We  find 
DO  enemy  this  side  of  the  Salkehatchie  except  cavalry,  which  is  simply  watch- 
ing us,  but  I  will  clear  it  away  in  a  hurry  when  we  are  ready  to  move.  I  will 
be  sure  to  let  you  know  the  moment  we  are  off,  and  will  leave  Hatch's  division 
of  Foster's  command  here  to  cover  our  movement. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours  truly 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  General, 
Admiral  Dahlgrbn, 

Commanding  touth  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Focotahgo,  S.  C,  January  27,  1865. 

General  :  We  had  heavy  and  continuous  rains  up  to  and  including  the  2ii]m^ 
instant,  causing  all  the  rivers,  the  Savannah  included,  to  outflow  their  banks^^ 
and  making  the  roads  simply  impassable.  I  came  up  to  this  point  on  the  25th^^ 
and  with  the  troops  here,  the  17th  corps,  have  been  demonstrating  against  the^ 
Salkehatchie,  but  that  stream  is  out  of  its  banks,  and  we  cannot  cross.  I  only^ 
aim  to  drive  the  enemy  over  towards  Edisto,  a  little  further  from  our  flank,  when^ 
I  move  against  the  Oharieston  and  Augusta  road.  I  have  in  person  reconnoi- — 
tred  the  ground  from  the  Salkehatchie  bridge  back  to  Coosawhatchie,  and  findtf 
the  country  very  low  and  intersected  by  creeks  and  points  of  salt  marsh,  makingg 
roads  very  bad,  but  I  am  pushing  to  get  the  right  wing  here,  and  have  official 
notice  from  General  Slocum  that  he  had  the  20th  corps,  General  Williams,  ov^ 
this  side  the  Savannah,  at  Purysburg,  and  on  the  25th  the  14th  corps,  QenenJ0 
Davis,  would  resume  his  march  from  Cherokee  Hill,  ten  (10)  miles  out  of  Savan— -* 
nah,  where  he  was  caught  by  the  rain-storm,  so  that  1  expect  to  hear  of  th^^ 
left  wing  and  cavalry  marching  to  Sister's  ferry  to-morrow.  A  gunboat  and  fleets 
of  transports  will  attend  the  left  wing  up  the  Savannah  river,  and  General 
Slocum  is  ordered  to  replenish  his  wagons,  rendezvous  at  Bobertsvilie,  an^C 
report  his  readiness  to  me. 

I  expect  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  next,  viz  :  February  1,  to  be  all  ready,  whecrr: 
I  will  move  rapidly  up  towards  Barnwell,  and  wheel  to  the  right  on  the  railroac:^ 
at  Midway,  leaving  Branchvilli^  to  the  right;  after  deitroying  that  road,  I  wil-- 
move  on  Orangeburg,  and  so  on  to  Columbia,  avoiding  any  works  the  enem^^ 
may  construct  in  my  path^  and  forcing  him  to  fight  me  in  open  ground  if  h^ 
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risk  battle.  I  will  use  Hatch's  division,  of  Foster's  command,  four  thousand, 
(4,000,)  to  cover  my  movement,  by  posting  it  between  this  and  Salkehatchie 
bridge.  You  will  note  that  our  position  is  now  nearer  Branchville  than  Charles- 
ton. I  get  a  few  deserters  and  have  made  some  prisoners  who  n^port  cavalry 
only  between  me  and  Barnwell,  and  infantry  between  us  and  Charleston.  Of 
course  I  shall  keep  up  the  delusion  of  an  attack  on  Charleston  always,  and  have 
ins  traded  General  Foster  to  watch  the  harbor  close  from  Morris  island,  and 
when  he  hears  of  my  firing  on  the  railroad  near  Branchville,  to  make  a  landing 
at  Bull's  bay,  and  occupy  the  Georgetown  road,  twenty-four  (24)  miles  east  of 
Charleston ;  Admiral  Dahlgren  will  also  keep  up  the  demonstration  on  Charleston. 

My  chief  diflficulties  will  be  to  supply  my  army,  but  on  this  point  I  must  risk 
a  good  deal,  based  upon  the  idea  that  where  other  people  live  we  can,  even  if 
they  have  to  starve  or  move  away.   Weather  is  cold  and  clear.    I  will  write  again. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  Greneral  H.  W  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Washington,  D.  C. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Pocotaligo,  S,  C,  January  28,  1865. 

Gbnbral  :  Tours  of  the  27th  is  received,  and  I  am  pushing  my  efforts  to  se- 
cure a  departure  by  Monday  or  Tuesday  next.  I  have  in  person  reconnoitred 
the  country  from  Salkehatchie  bridge  to  Coosawhatchie.  The  country  is  very 
low  and  swampy,  and  impassable,  save  by  the  roads  marked  on  our  maps.  I 
have  no  doubt  Uiis  whole  belt  of  land  once  formed  the  sea- coast,  with  its  sound, 
islands  and  marsh,  which,  by  the  progress  seaward  of  the  beach,  in  left  inland, 
but  still  possessing  its  character  of  sound  islands,  surrounded  by  fresh-water 
marsh.  This  is  the  first  point  of  terra  fnna,  and  has  better  connexions  inland. 
As  near  as  I  can  learn,  Gillisonville,  on  the  south  of  Coosawhatchie,  is  a  corre- 
sponding point  of  the  main  land,  and  Robertsville,  of  course. 

Therefore,  until  I  am  surely  between  Augusta  and  Charleston  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  let  go  this  point.  I  have  ordered  General  Hatch  to  move  to  a  camp 
between  this  place  (which  is  near  Pocotaligo  depot)  and  Salkehatchie  bridge,  and 
to  picket  Coosawhatchie  fort  and  the  fort  back  at  Pocotaligo  bridge.  The  latter 
lA  tne  key  point  for  "  defence,"  but  for  offence  the  line  of  the  railroad  is  the  proper 
one.  I  would,  therefore,  not  reduce  Hatch's  force  here  till  you  have  ascertained 
the  effect  on  Charleston  by  my  appearance  west  of  Branchville.  All  Salkehatchie 
id  under  water  for  a  mile  on  either  side  of  the  regular  bed,  and  it  is  almost  im- 
poBBible  to  get  to  it. 

The  bridges  have  been  burned  by  the  enemy,  who  seems  to  occupy  the  opposite 
bank,  but  his  force,  if  amounting  to  anything,  is  kept  well  back. 

I  could  see  a  few  men  at  the  railroad  bank,  and  what  seemed  a  gun  en  embra- 
BQie,  but  It  was  not  fired,  although  our  men  stood  in  tempting  groups  on  the 
lailroad  bank  this  side  in  easy  6-pounder  range. 

We  find  cavalry  to  our  front  towards  Barnwell,  and  hear  of  some  infantry, 
but  I  suppose  the  enemy  simply  is  watching  me,  and  keeps  his  main  force  wlu>re 
it  can  be  thrown  rapidly  on  exposed  points. 

Your  demonstration  on  Willeton  is  right,  but  should  not  be  more  than  a  demon- 
stration— ^that  is,  a  lodgement  seemingly  to  cover  the  disembarcation  of  a  large 
body.  The  admiral's  feeling  up  the  Edisto  a^d  Stono  is  well,  but  my  move- 
ment to  the  rear  of  Charleston  is  the  principal,  and  all  others  should  be  accessory, 
merely  to  take  advantage  of  any  "let  go." 
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Try  and  keep  me  well  advised  of  Slocum's  progress ;  he  reports  that  Davi 
would  move  on  the  25th,  and  he  should  be  at  Slater's  ferry  to-day.     I  shal 
cause  him  to  be  felt  for  to-morrow. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
Major  General  J.  G.  Fosteb, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thk  Mississippi. 

In  the  field,  Focotaligo,  S.  C,  January  28,  1865. 
General:  Yours  of  yesterday  came  at  night.  If  Easton'did  not  give  vei 
sels  to  carry  Logan's  mules,  it  was  for  a  most  excellent  reason,  that  he  did  nc 
have  them.  Slocum  reports  that  he  had  ordered  Davis  to  move  on  the  25th,  an 
he  should  reach  Sister's  ferry  to-day ;  the  rear  can  close  on  him  while  he  laj 
his  bridge.  Slocum  was  to  go  by  river,  so  as  to  meet  Davis  and  Williams  ther 
I  confide  in  his  energy  and  judgment  to  get  his  commaqd  across  by  Monday 
You  may  now  let  Foster's  troops  occupy  the  old  fort  at  Pocotaligo  bridge,  whei 
the  Charleston  and  Savannah  turnpike  road  crosses ;  they  will  also  hold  Coosan 
hatchie  fort,  but  the  main  body  move  to-day  to  a  camp  covering  the  Salkehatch' 
bridges,  prepared  to  fall  bac^on  Pocotaligo  fort,  and  the  works  at  the  depot  no 
occupied  by  Mower  and  Leggett.  You  may  now  move  your  two  corps  to  poin 
in  front,  north  of  the  railroad,  and  be  ready  to  march  by  all  the  roads  leadio 
north,  between  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Salkehatchie,  with  your  wagons  to  clot 
up  the  moment  they  are  loaded.  Roads  are  now  comparatively  good.  Gil< 
Smith's  division  should  make  room  for  Hatch,  but  Mower  and  Leggett  can  sta 
from  their  present  camps.  The  15th  corps  should  take  position  to  the  left  < 
right  front,  according  to  your  intention  of  giving  one  or  the  other  the  right  i 
your  movement.  We  will  have  to  get  nearly  up  to  Barnwell  before  tumic 
toward  Midway.  The  point  marked  Heywardsville  looks  like  a  good  point  f< 
the  15th  corps,  and  could  be  reached  from  the  position  of  John  E.  Smith's  cam 
Giles  Smith  could  move  to  the  point  about  four  (4)  miles  north  and  west  of  tl 
Salkehatchie  bridge,  when  you  would  have  your  two  corps  already  to  move  b 
separate  roads,  viz :  one  following  substantially  the  Salkehatchie,  and  the  oth( 
the  Coosawhatchie,  leaving  Corse  to  make  his  junction  as  arranged  at  Hickor 
Hill.  Hatch  can  supply  his  command  by  boats  altogether,  so  as  not  to  occap 
our  roads  at  all.     You  had  better  begin  this  movement  to-morrow. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Eight  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Focotaligo,  S.  C,  January  28,  1865. 
General:  The  modifications  you  suggest  in  my  general  diieciions  a 
approved,  and  the  movements  ordered  for  to-morrow  will  be  deferred  to  Mond* 
provided  the  weather  does  not  change.  You  should  push  matters  now  that  tJ 
weather  is  fair,  and  better  leave  behind  those  who  are  not  ready,  as,  do  wh 
you  may,  some  will  not  be  ready. 
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You  cannot  count  on  crossing  Salkehatchie  till  you  are  in  Barnwell  district, 
OiV  18  it  practicable.    Your  right  flank  sbould  aim  for  Midway  and  Columbia. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
•  Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing, 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Pocotaligo  Depot,  January  28,  1865. 
General  :  General  Williams  reports  to  me  to-day,  from  Purysburg,  that 
ou  have  passed  up  the  Savannah  river  to  Sister's  ferry,  and,  therefore,  I  infer 
oa  will  be  there,  and  that  Davis  can  get  out  to  Robertsville  by  Monday.  On 
lat  day  Howard  will  have  the  15th  corps  at  McPhersonville,  and  the  17th  at 
point  north  of  the  Salkehatchie  bridge,  ready  to  start  the  moment  you  are 
Muly.  Remember  that  every  day's  delay  takes  away  one  day's  rations  from 
toward,  and,  if  possible,  be  all  ready  to  start  on  Tuesday  from  Robertsville. 
'he  15th  corps  will  keep  along  the  east  of  Coosawhatchie,  the  17th  along  the 
alkchatchie,  and  will  cross  it  at  River's  bridge,  in  Barnwell  district ;  the  order 
f  march  and  general  orders  will  be  the  same  as  on  the  Georgia  march.  Until 
e  reach  the  Charleston  and  Augusta  road,  I  wai^  the  most  rapid  possible  move- 
ent,  Kilpatrick  to  keep  to  your  left  front.  Corse  should  cross  to  your  rear  to 
jckory  Hill,  and  fall  in  with  his  corps  there.  Work  hard  to  load  your  wagons, 
id  report  to  me  here  at  Pocotaligo  Depot  your  readiness  to  move  on  Tuesday, 
possible.  I  think  you  can  find  two  or  more  good  roads,  and  these  will 
ippove  as  we  go  north  unless  the  weather  changes.  It  is  very  important  that 
e  hurry  to  our  first  point  before  Hood  gets  across  and  makes  a  junction  about 
olnmbia. 

If  you  are  all  ready  on  Tuesday  you  may  act  on  the  supposition  that  Howard 
equally  so.     Let  Kilpatrick  see  this  letter.     I  will  shift  over  to  see  you  up 
tout  the  edge  of  Barnwell  district. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Com?nanding, 
Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Right  Wing, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Pocotaligo,  S,  C,  January  29,  1865. 
General:  I  have  your  letter  of  yesterday.  Tell  Admiral  Dahlgren  I 
gret  the  loss  of  the  Dia-Ching,  but  can  quote  Admiral  Porter,  who  told  me 
ice,  that  "  ships  were  made  to  be  lost."  Your  movement,  by  Edisto,  is  good; 
It  understand  me  as  of  opinion,  that  if  the  enemy  mans  his  works  facing  the 
a,  you  cannot  gain  them,  save  at  a  disadvantage,  but  by  demonstrating  at 
lints  of  land  from  which  troops  can  move  against  the  railroad  by  a  rapid,  quick 
&rch,  you  compel  him  to  keep  the  entire  railroad  guarded  from  Charleston  to 
ilkehatchie;  but  I  don't  care  about  the  road  being  actually  broken  until  the 
tter  part  of  next  week.  If  you  know  that  the  enemy  falls  behind  the  Edisto, 
m  sbould  break  the  railroad  anywhere  this  side  of  him,  and  then  you  could 
Slice  Hatch's  command  here  to  the  number  you  calculated,  viz :  one  thousand 
,000)  men;  but  so  long  as  McLaws  (rebel)  has  the  railroad,  by  which  he  can 
ndle  four  or  five  thousand  (4,000  or  5,000)  men  rapidly,  it  will  be  imprudent 
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to  leave  Hatch  too  weak.  There  id  no  use  in  a  force  here  at  all  nnless  it  is  on 
the  railroad.  This  point,  Pocotaligo,  is  the  most  salient,  and  therefore  best ; 
but,  if  deemed  unsafe  at  any  time,  the  fort  at  Coosawhatchie  would  fulfil  the 
same  conditions,  and  its  river  is  deeper  and  better.  I  have  no  doubt  a  steam- 
boat could  work  up  to  the  Coosawhatchie  fort  at  high  tide^  flats  drawn  by 
barges  could,  certainly.  I  merely  want  a  point  of  security  here  till  I  am  surely 
beyond  the  Sautee,  and  by  a  force  here  you  better  cover  your  island  and  the 
Savannah  river  than  by  any  other  disposition  of  your  troops. 

I  expect  from  Tennessee  a  force  of  some  ^ve  to  eight  thousand  (5,000  to 
8,000)  men  belonging  to  the  four  (4)  corps  with  me  here.  Stop  them  at  Hilton 
Head,  and  use  them,  unless  they  get  there  in  time  to  reach  me,  which  is  very 
improbable.  Out  of  them  you  can  make  up  a  good  command  to  demonstrate  on 
Charleston,  Georgetown,  and  from  Smithville,  Cape  Fear  river,  as  I  progress, 
aiming  to  join  their  respective  commands  when  we  touch  the  seaboard.  If  I 
break  the  railroad  to  Augusta  and  Columbia,  it  will  be  well  to  strike  that  to  Wil- 
mington, unless  Wilmington,  in  the  mean  time,  be  taken  by  Terry.  The  easiest 
point  to  reach  that  railroad  will  be  from  Cape  Fear  river,  to  the  south  and  west 
of  Wilmington. 

Make  as  much  display  on  Edisto  and  about  Stono,  next  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day, as  possible,  and  cause  the  troops  at  Morris  island  to  make  a  lodgement  on 
James  island,  if  possible.     That  is  the  vital  part  of  Charleston  harbor. 
I  am,  &c., 

^  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  SoutJi. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  21,  1865. 

General  :  Your  letters  brought  by  General  Barnard  were  received  at  City 
Point  and  read  with  interest.  Not  having  them  with  me,  however,  I  cannot  say 
that  in  this  I  will  be  able  to  satisfy  you  on  all  points  of  recommendation,  as  I 
arrived  here  at  1  p.  m.  and  must  leave  at  6  p.  m.,  hating  in  the  mean  time  spent 
over  three  hours  with  the  Secretary  and  General  Halleck.     I  must  be  brief. 

Before  your  last  request  to  have  Thomas  make  a  campaign  into  the  heart  of 
Alabama,  I  had  ordered  Schofield  to  Annapolis,  Marylana,  with  his  corps.  The 
advance,  6,000  will  reach  the  seaboard  by  the  23d,  the  remainder  following  as 
rapidly  as  railroad  transportation  can  be  procured  from  Cincinnati.  The  corps 
numbers  over  21,000  men. 

Thomas  is  still  left  with  a  sufficient  force  (surplus)  to  go  to  Selma  under  an 
energetic  leader.  He  has  been  telegraphed  to  to  know  whether  he  could  g^c^ ; 
and  if  so,  by  which  of  several  routes  he  would  select.  No  reply  is  yet  received. 
Oanby  has  been  ordered  to  act  offensively  from  the  sea-coast  to  the  interior 
towards  Montgomery  and  Selma.  Thomas's  forces  will  move  from  the  north  at 
an  early  day,  or  some  of  his  troops  will  be  sent  to  Canby.  Without  farther 
re-enforcements,  Canby  will  have  a  moving  column  of  20,000  men. 

Fort  Fisher,  you  are  aware,  has  been  captured.  We  have  a  force  thereof 
8,000  effective ;  at  Newbem  about  half  that  number.  It  is  rumored  thruagh 
deserters  that  Wilmington  also  has  fallen.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  rumor, 
because,  on  the  17th,  we  know  the  enemy  were  blowing  up  their  works  about 
Fort  Caswell,  and  that  on  the  18th  Terry  moved  on  Wilmington. 

If  Wilmington  is  captured,  Schofield  will  go  there ;  if  it  ia  not,  he  will  be 
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ent  to  Newbern.  In  either  event  all  the  surplus  forces"  at  the  two  points  will 
love  to  the  interior,  towards  Goldsboro',  in  co-operation  with  your  movements. 
IVom  either  point  railroad  communication  can  be  run  out,  there  being  here  abun- 
lance  of  rolling  stock,  suited  to  the  gauge  of  those  roads.  There  have  been 
ibout  16,000  men-isent  from  Lee*s  army  south  ;  of  these  you  will  have  14,000 
igainst  you  if  Wilmington  is  not  held  by  the  enemy,  casualties  at  Fort  Fisher 
Laving  overtaken  about  2,000. 

All  these  troops  are  subject  to  your  orders  as  you  come  in  communication 
?ith  them.  They  will  be  so  instructed.  From  about  Richmond  I  will  watch 
[jee  closely,  and  if  he  detaches  much  more,  or  attempts  to  evacuate,  will  pitch  in. 
[n  the  mean  time  should  you  be  brought  to  a  halt  anywhere,  I  can  s(Mid  two 
»rps  of  30.000  effective  men  to  your  support  from  the  troops  about  Richmond. 

To  resume:  Canby  is  ordered  to  operate  to  the  interior  from  the  gulf;  A.  J, 
Kmith  may  go  from  the  north,  but  I  think  it  doubtful.  A  force  of  28,000  or 
(0,000  will  co-operate  with  you  from  Newbern  or  Wilmington,  or  both ;  you 
iao  call  for  re-enforcements. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Captain  Hudson,  of  my  staff,  who  will  return 
rith  any  message  you  may  have  for  me.    If  there  is  anything  I  can  do  for  you 
D  the  way  of  having  supplies  on  shipboard,  at  any  point  on  the  sea-coa:<t  ready 
or  yoa,  let  me  know  it. 
Yours,  truly, 

TJ.  S.  GRA'NT,  Lieutenant  General. 

Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  ^ 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Pocotaligo,  S,  C,  January  29,  1865. 

Dear  General:  Captain  Hudson  has  this  moment  arrived  with  your  letter 
\t  January  21,  which  I  have  read  with  interest. 

The  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  has  a  most  important  bearing  on  my  campaign,  and 
[  rejoice  in  it  for  many  reasons,  because  of  its  intrinsic  importance,  and  because 
t  gives  me  another  point  of  security  on  the  seaboard.  1  hope  General  Terry 
irill  follow  it  up  by  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  although  I  do  not  look  for  it  from 
iLdmiral  Porter's  despatch  to  me.  I  rejoice  that  Terry  was  not  a  West  Pointer, 
Jiat  he  belonged  to  your  army,  and  that  he  had  the  same  troops  with  which 
Batler  feared  to  make  the  attempt. 

Admiral  Dahlgren,  whose  fleet  is  re-enforced  by  some  more  ironclads,  wants 
^  make  an  assault  h  la  Fisher  on  Fort  Moultrie,  but  1  withhold  my  consent 
for  the  reason  that  the  capture  of  all  Sullivan's  island  is  not  conclusive  as  to 
Charleston ;  the  capture  of  James  island  would  be,  but  all  pronounce  that 
imposfiible  at  this  time.  Therefore  I  am  moving,  as  hitherto  designed,  for  the 
railroad  west  of  Branchville,  then  will  swing  across  to  Orangeburg,  which  will 
ioterpose  my  army  between  Charleston  and  the  interior.  Contemporaneous 
with  this,  Foster  will  demonstrate  up  the  Edisto,  and  afterwards  make  a  lodge- 
ment at  Bull's  bay,  and  occupy  the  common  road  which  lead^  from  Mount 
Pleasant  toward  Georgetown.  When  I  get  to  Columbia,  1  think  I  shall  move 
•traight  for  Goldsboro'  via  Fayetteville.  By  this  circuit  I  cut  all  roads  and 
devaiitate  the  land,  and  the  forces  along  the  coast  commanded  by  Foster  will 
follow  my  movement,  taking  anything  the  enemy  lets  go,  or  so  occupy  his 
attention  that  he  cannot  detach  all  his  forces  against  me.  I  feel  sure  of  getting; 
Wilmington,  and  maybe  Charleston,  and  being  at  Goldsboro',  with  its  railroads 
finished  back  to  Morehead  City  and  Wilmington,  I  can  easily  take  Raleigh, 
when  it  seems  that  Lee  must  come  out  of  his  trenches  or  allow  his  army  to  be 
jabsolutely  invested.     If  Schofleld  comes  to  Beaufort  he  should  be  pushed  out. 
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to  Kingston,  on  the  Neuse,  and  maybe  Goldsboro',  or  rather  a  point  on  the 
Wilmington  road  south  of  Goldsboro'.  It  is  not  necessary  to  storm  Goldsboro', 
because  it  is  in  a  distant  region,  of  no  importance  in  itself;  and  if  its  garrison  is 
forced  to  draw  supjilies  from  its  north,  it  will  be  eating  up  the  same  stores  on 
which  Lee  depends  for  his  command. 

I  have  no  doubt  Hood  will  bring  hie  army  to  Augusta,  and  Canby  and 
Thomas  should  penetrate  Alabama  as  far  as  possible,  to  keep  employed  at  least 
a  part  of  Hood's  army ;  or,  what  would  accomplish  the  same  thing,  Thomas 
might  re-occupy  the  railroad  from  Chattanooga  forward  to  the  Etowah,  viz: 
Rome,  Kingston,  and  Allatoona,  thereby  threatening  Georgia.  I  know  that  the 
Georgia  troops  are  dipaffected.  At  Savannah  I  met  delegates  from  the  several 
counties  of  the  southwest  that  manifested  a  decidedly  hostile  spirit  to  the  con- 
federate cause.  I  nursed  it  along  as  far  as  possible  and  instructed  Grover  to 
keep  it  up. 

My  left  wing  must  now  be  at  Sister's  ferry,  crossing  the  Savannah  river  to 
the  east  bank.  Slocum  has  orders  to  be  at  Robertsville  to-morrow,  prepared  to 
move  on  Barnwell.  Howard  is  here,  all  ready  to  start  for  the  Augusta  railroad 
at  Midway. 

We  find  the  enemy  on  the  east  side  of  the  Salkehatchie,  and  cavalry  in  our 
front,  but  all  give  ground  on  our  approach  and  seem  to  be  merely  watching  us. 
If  I  start  on  Tuesday,  in  one  week  I  will  be  near  Orangeburg,  having  broken 
up  the  Augusta  road  from  the  Edisto  westward  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles.  I 
will  be  sure  that  every  rail  is  twisted.  Should  I  encounter  too  much  opposition 
near  Orangeburg,  then  I  will  for  a  time  neglect  that  branch  and  rapialy  move 
on  Columbia  and  fill  up  the  triangle  formed  by  the  Congaree  and  Wateree, 
tributaries  of  the  Santee,  breaking  up  that  great  centre  of  the  Carolina  roads, 
Up  to  that  point  I  feel  full  confidence,  but  from  there  I  may  have  to  manoeuvre 
some,  and  will  be  guided  by  the  questions  of  weather  and  supplies.  You  remem- 
ber I  had  fine  weather  all  February  for  my  Meridian  trip,  and  my  memory  of 
the  weather  at  Charleston  is  that  February  is  usually  a  fine  month.  Before  the 
March  storms  come  I  should  be  within  striking  distance  of  the  coast.  The  monihs 
of  April  and  May  will  be  the  best  for  operations  from  Goldsboro'  to  Raleigh 
and  the  Roanoake.  You  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  keep  my  troops  well  in 
hand,  and  if  I  get  worsted  will  aim  to  make  the  enemy  pay  so  dearly  that  you 
will  have  less  to  do.  I  know  this  trip  is  necessary  to  Uie  war.  It  most  be 
made  sooner  or  later,  and  I  am  on  time  and  in  the  right  position  for  it.  My 
army  is  large  enough  for  the  purpose,  and  I  ask  no  re-enforcement,  but  pimply 
wish  the  utmost  activity  at  all  other  points,  so  that  concentration  against  me 
may  not  be  universal.  1  expect  Davis  will  move  heaven  and  earth  to  catch  me, 
for  success  to  my  column  is  fatal  to  his  dream  of  empire.  Richmond  is  not 
more  vital  to  his  cause  than  Columbia  and  the  heart  of  South  Carolina. 

If  Thomas  will  not  move  on  Selma,  order  him  to  occupy  Rome,  Kingston,  and 
Allatoona,  and  again  threaten  Georgia  in  the  direction  of  Athens. 

I  think  the  poor  white  trash  of  the  south  are  falling  out  of  their  ranks,  by 
sickness,  desertion,  and  every  available  means,  but  there  is  a  large  class  of  vin- 
dictive southerners  who  will  fight  to  the  last.  The  squabbles  in  Richmond, 
the  howls  in  Charleston,  and  the  disintegration  elsewhere,  are  all  good  omens 
to  us ;  but  we  must  not  relax  one  iota,  but,  on  the  contrary,  pile  up  our  efforts. 

I  would  ere  this  have  been  off,  but  we  had  terrific  rains  which  canght  me  in 
motion,  and  nearly  drowned  some  of  my  columns  in  the  rice-fields  of  the  Savan- 
nah, swept  away  our  causeway  which  had  been  carefully  corduroy^,  and  made 
the  swamps  hereabout  mere  lakes  of  slimy  mud;  but  the  weather  is  now  good* 
and  I  have  my  army  on  terra  firma.  Supplies,  too,  came  for  a  long  time  by 
daily  driblets  instead  of  in  bulk,  but  this  is  now  all  remedied,  and  I  hope  to 
«tart  on  Tuesday. 

I  will  issue  instructions  to  Foster  based  on  the  re-enforcement  of  North  Caro- 
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fina ;  and  if  Schofield  come,  yon  had  better  relieve  Foster,  who  cannot  take  the 
field  and  needs  an  operation  on  his  leg;  and  let  Schofield  take  command,  with 
headquarters  at  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  and  with  orders  to  secure,  if  possible, 
Goldsboro',  with  its  railroad  communication  back  to  Beaufort  and  Wilmington, 
If  Lee  lets  us  get  that  position  he  is  gone  up. 

I  will  start  with  my  Atlanta  army,  sixty  thousand,  (60,000,)  supplied  as  before, 
^nd  depending  on  the  country  for  all  excess  of  thirty  (30)  days.  I  will  have 
less  cattle  on  the  hoof,  but  I  hear  of  hogs,  cows,  and  calves  in  Barnwell  and  the 
Oolumbia  districts.  Even  here  we  found  some  forage.  Of  course  the  enemy 
-^ill  carry  off  and  destroy  some  forage,  but  I  will  bum  the  houses  where  the 
people  bum  forage,  and  they  will  get  tired  of  that. 

I  must  risk  Hood,  and  trust  to  you  to  hold  Lee  or  be  on  his  heels  if  he  comes 
eouth.     I  observe  that  the  enemy  has  some  respect  for  my  name,  for  they  gave 
•up  Pocotaligo  quick  when  they  heard  that  the  attacking  force  belonged  to  me. 
I  will  try  and  keep  up  that  feeling,  which  is  a  real  power. 
With  respect,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Cotnmanding, 
Lieut  General  TJ.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Virginia, 

I  leave  my  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  behind  to  follow  coastwise. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldi  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  29,  1865. 

Gbneral:  I  have  just  received  despatches  from  General  Grant,  stating  that 
Schofield's  corps,  the  23d,  twenty-one  thousand  (21,000)  strong,  is  ordered  east 
w>m  Tennessee  and  will  be  sent  to  Beaufort,  North  Carolina.  That  is  well ;  I 
^antthat  force  to  secure  a  point  on  the  railroad  about  Goldsboro',  and  then  to  build 
the  road  out  to  that  point.  If  Goldsboro'  be  too  strong  to  cany  by  a  rapid  move- 
ment, then  a  point  near  the  Neuse,  south  of  Goldsboro',  but  holding  the  bridge 
*od  position  about  Kingston,  and  fortify  it  strong.  The  movement  should  be 
^kcd  by  the  troops  already  at  Newbera.  Please  notify  General  Palmer  that 
^•^ese  troops  are  coming,  and  for  him  to  prepare  to  receive  them.  Major  Gen- 
^  Schofield  will  command  them  in  person,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  the 
*0'k.  If  it  is  possible  I  want  him  to  secure  Goldsboro'  with  the  railroad  back 
*J  Horehead  City  and  Wilmington.  As  soon  as  General  Schofield  reaches  Fort 
**con,  have  him  to  meet  some  one  of  your  staff  to  explain  in  full  the  detail  of 
w»e  sitoation  of  affairs  with  me,  and  you  can  give  him  chief  command  of  all 
^p8  at  C'ape  Fear  and  in  North  Carolina.  If  he  finds  the  enemy  has  all 
J'^ed  south  against  me,  he  need  not  follow,  but  tum  his  attention  against  Ra- 
^^^gh ;  but  if  he  can  secure  Goldsboro'  and  Wilmington,  it  will  be  as  much  as  I 
J^pect  before  I  have  passed  the  Santee.  Send  him  all  detachments  of  men  that 
"*^e  come  to  join  my  army.  They  can  be  so  organized  and  oflficered  as  to  be 
^^  efficient,  for  they  are  nearly  all  old  soldiers  who  have  been  detached  or  on 
^ough.  Until  I  pass  the  Santee  you  can  better  use  these  detachments  at 
^^%  bay,  Georgetown,  &c. 

*  will  instruct  General  McCallum,  of  the  railroad  department,  to  take  his 
f*en  Up  to  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  and  use  them  on  the  road  out.  I  do  not 
*^^w  that  he  can  employ  them  on  any  road  here.  I  did  instruct  him,  while 
J^aiting  information  from  North  Carolina,  to  employ  them  in  building  a  good 
^«tle  bridge  across  Port  Royal  ferry,  but  I  now  suppose  the  pontoon  bridge 
^1  do.    If  you  move  the  pontoons  be  sure  to  make  a  good  road  out  to  Gar- 
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den's  comer  and  mark  it  with  sign-boards,  obstructing  the  old  road,  so  that  shoi 
1  send  back  any  detachments  they  would  not  be  misled. 

I  prefer  that  Hatch's  force  hereabouts  should  not  be  materially  weaken 
until  I  am  near  Columbia,  when  you  may  be  governed  by  the  situation  of 
ffiiirs  about  Charleston.     If  you  can  break  the  railroad  between  this  and  Charl 
ton,  then  this  force  could  be  reduced. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comtnanding  Department  of  the  Souths 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jield,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  29,  1S65 
General  :  I  have  well  reconnoitred  hereabouts,  and  am  satisfied  that  i 
not  to  our  interest  to  reconstruct,  at  this  time,  any  of  the  railroads  out  of  Sav 
nah.  After  securing  all  the  property  there,  I  wish  you  to  transfer  your  b 
and  tools  to  North  Carolina,  (Newbern,)  unless  Wilmington  should  fall  into 
possession,  and  prepare  to  make  railroad  communication  to  Goldsboro*  by 
jniddle  of  March.  You  need  not  build  the  bridge  over  Port  Royal,  which  I 
quested  of  you  at  Savannah  ;  that  can  be  done  by  Foster's  command. 

General  Grant  advises  me  of  heavy  re-enforcements  being  sent  to  North  Gi 
lina.  You  may  therefore  at  once  transport  Colonel  Wright  and  his  operal 
to  Newbern  or  Wilmington,  if  that  place  be  in  our  possession,  and  prepare  t 
ber,  iron,  cars  and  locomotives  adapted  to  the  roads  of  North  Carolina,  enoi 
to  build  out  to  Goldsboro'  when  you  can  get  possession  of  the  road. 

Let  Colonel  Wright  report  to  General  Schofield  or  other  commanding  offi 
he  may  find,  who,  on  presenting  this  letter  will  furnish  all  aid. 
General  Easton  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding 
General  McCallum, 

Railroad  Department,  Savannah, 

In  his  absence,  Colonel  W.  W,   Wright, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  29,  1865 

General  :  I  wish  you  to-morrow  to  send  a  detachment  to  the  forks  of 
road  this  side  of  the  Salkehatchie,  and  then  make  demonstrations  as  though  ] 
paratory  to  cross  over  to  the  east  side.  Try  and  make  a  pathway  of  fallen  l 
ber  through  the  swamp  so  as  to  enable  skirmishers  to  appear  near  the  river  h 
at  the  railroad  and  wagon  road  bridges  ;  also,  if  possible,  let  one  or  more  hoi 
men  try  to  pass  through  the  water  along  the  wagon  road.  I  think  the  wi 
must  have  subsided  enough  for  this.  Also  let  a  party  take  tools  and  prepj 
on  the  railroad  causeway,  a  place  (countersunk)  for  two  guns  en  embrasun 

Report  to  me  what  is  seen  by  night.  I  will  remain  here  until  I  hear  fi 
General  Slocum  about  Robertsville,  when  the  whole  army  will  move  noi 
leaving  you  to  cover  this  point.  I  deem  it  important  to  hold  the  position  on 
railroad  for  some  time,  say  ten  (10)  days  after  I  leave,  and  daring  that  time 
feel  across  the  Salkehatchie  in  the  direction  of  Charleston,  so  as  to  destroy 
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nulroad  as  far  towards  the  Edisto  as  possible.  As  long  as  the  railroad  is  intact 
up  to  Salkehatchie  you  will  see  an  enemy  maj  rapidlj  interpose  between  here 
and  Port  Royal,  which  might  incommode  ns.  At  the  same  time  General  Foster 
will  try  and  cut  the  road  between  this  and  Charleston,  the  effect  of  which  will 
be  to  make  the  enemy  guard  the  road  in  its  whole  length.  After  I  have  reached 
the  Augusta  road  I  oo  not  think  this  road  will  be  of  much  use  to  the  enemy. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandiiig. 
General  Hatch,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ilie  field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  January  30,  1865. 
Gbneral  :  The  general-m-chief  desires  me  to  say  that  he  is  waiting  anx- 
ioualj  to  hear  from  General  Slocum,  that  he  may  know  all  is  ready,  and  will 
then  give  the  order  for  moving.  General  Slocum  has  orders  to  report  his  read- 
iness. He  (General  Sherman)  wishes  you  to  hold  your  command  in  readiness 
*nd  prepared  to  reach  Hickory  Hill  Post  OflSce  the  next  march ;  also  to  have 
General  Blair  reconnoitre  with  a  view  of  learning  if  there  be  a  practicable  road 
for  communication  and  marching  from  McPhersonville  to  Robertsville. 

There  is  a  lot  of  recruits,  &c.,  here  that  will  report  to  you  to-night ;  the  gen- 
eral says  if  you  have  arms  you  may  put  them  to  duty,  but  if  not,  and  can't 
niake  good  use  of  them,  you  may  send  them  to  Beaufort  if  you  wish. 

The  general  does  not  wish  you  to  move  beyond  your  present  position  until 
^  are  ready  and  orders  made. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  A.  A,  G. 
Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Pocotaligo,  S,  C,  January  31,  1865. 
^^KNERAL :  Howard  moves  Wednesday  mominjij  via  Hickory  Hill  and  Riv- 
^f  8  bridge.     Communicate  with  me  at  Hickory  Hill,  and  follow  us  as  rapidly 
^  P<>88ible  by  the  old  Orangeburg  road,  by  Lawtonville,  Duck  Branch  Post  Of- 
"ce,  and  Beaufort  bridge.    Let  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  keep  on  your  left  front. 

1  have  not  heard  of  your  crossing*  the  Savannah  yet,  but  negroes  report  your 
poshing  the  enemy  through  Lawtonville. 
^ake  the  most  possible  of  this  fine  weather. 


*^^o^  General  Slocum,  Sister's  Ferry. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  4  miles  from  Hickory  Hill,  February  1,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
J^EXBHAL  :  Your  letters  of  January  31  are  received.  I  cannot  modify  my 
Nera  relative  to  General  Saxton  having  the  charge  of  recruiting  blacks.  The 
secretary  made  that  point.  I  think  the  impression  at  Washington  is  that  both 
y^«  and  I  are  inimical  to  the  policy  of  arming  negroes,  and  all  know  that 
^*iton  is  not,  and  his  appointment  reconciles  that  difficulty. 
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ff  anjthlDg  serious  occurs  correspond  directly  with  Mr.  Stanton,  and  ma 
ur  points.  Let  Grant  know  I  am  iu  motion,  and  telegraph  to  Eaaton  thai 
ocum  Las  to  wait  for  provisions  it  will  be  dead  loss,  as  we  are  eating  up  on 
Let  Hatch  continually  feel  the  Salkehatchie,  and  the  moment  the  enemy  1 
y,  get  the  railroad  broken  back  to  the  Edisto. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 
Major  General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  yield,  near  Hickory  HUl,  February  1,  1865 
General  :  Your  note  of  this  morning  is  received.  All  right ;  get  word  o' 
to  Slocum  that  I  have  started  and  will  be  opposite  River's  bridge  to-morn 
I  may  await  him  there,  or  go  on  to  the  railroad  about  Midway.  He  should  pi 
cavalry  first,  and  corps  by  corps,  as  fast  as  ready.  Keep  feeling  at  the  Sail 
hatchie  bridge  and  the  ferry,  and  if  the  enemy  lets  go,  follow  up  to  the  Edie 
Let's  coop  him  in  Charleston,  close.  Foster  will  demonstrate  about  Edi 
island. 

Roads  are  very  fair,  obstructed  at  the  swamps,  but  we  cut  away  about  as  f 
as  a  column  marches.  We  find  some  hogs,  bacon,  and  com,  but  much  has  Ix 
carried  off  by  Wheeler,  who  is  ahead. 

Open  communication  to-night  with  Slocum  from  Goosawhatchie  to  Robei 
viUe. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 
Brigadier  General  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  thejield.  Hickory  Hill,  S.  C,  February  1,  1865 — 5  p. 
General  :  I  have  a  letter  from  General  Williams  detailing  your  difficv 
I  think  you  had  better  despatch  Williams  with  his  two  divisions,  and  K 
rick's  cavalry,  by  the  road  leading  through  Duck  Branch  Post  Office,  to  Be 
bridge,  and  overtake  us  and  fol  ow  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  balan< 
deem  it  important  to  get  on  the  railroad  as  soon  as  possible.     We  will 
slowly,  say  ten  or  twelve  miles  a  day,  towards  Midway,  and  I  want  you  t 
up  on  our  left,  say  at  Blackville  or  Graham's.    You  will  find  some  me 
forage.     We  have  already  found  some. 

Wheeler  had  a  division  of  cavalry  here,  but  they  ran ;  they  had  obf 
the  roads,  but  these  were  cleared  out  without  delay.     Tell  Corse  he  m« 
by  Hickory  Hill  or  Duck  Branch,  as  he  finds  most  convenient.     You  o 
cupy  roads  to  the  left  for  convenience. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  G 
Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississip? 
Hickory  Hill  Post  Office,  S.  C,  February  2,  1865— 
General  :  I  have  just  read  your  despatch.    You  may  go  on  wit 
sions  and  secure,  if  possible,  Eivers's  bridge.     Let  one  divifiion  kee 
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Bey*8  post  office  by  the  soutb  of  Whippy.  Logan  will  move  so  as  to  get  his 
head  of  column  on  the  road  leading  from  Duck  Branch  post  office  to  Anglesey's. 
That  road  (the  old  Orangeburg)  is  supposed  to  be  on  good,  firm  gpround,  and  is 
an  old  road  leading  to  Beaufort's  bridge,  which  is  the  one  I  expect  to  use. 

"Wheeler's  cavalry  is  mostly  to  our  left.     At  Rivera's  you  will  find  rebel  in- 
fantry and  artillery  in  position. 

Slocum  is  unable  to  cross  the  Savannah  by  reason  of  water  over  the  banks ; 
will  have  to  bridge  three-quarters   of  a  mile,  from  four  to  six  feet  of  water. 
We  may  have  to  go  to  the  railroad  without  him.     I  have  a  cipher  despatch  from 
him,  the  contents  of  which,  when  translated,  I  will  tell  the  bearer  of  this. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  O.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquabtbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  fields  2  J  mihs  north  of  Dnck  Branch  Post  Office, 

31  i  from  Pocotaligo  February  2,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 

General  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  road  yesterday  touching  the  matter  of  General 
Saxton,  and  gave  you  my  reasons  for  not  changing  my  orders.  I  still  adhere 
to  that  conclusion,  but  have  no  objection  whatever  that  you  should  apply  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  direct,  and  leave  him  to  judge.  But  as  to  military  disci- 
pline, I  decide  that  General  Saxton  cannot  go  to  a  military  post,  and  do  anything 
Hich,  in  the  judgment  of  its  commander,  is  calculated  to  produce  confusion  and 
disorder.  The  commanding  officer  of  a  post  is  the  proper  person  to  see  that  it 
does  not  become  encumbered  with  idle  or  worthless  vagabonds  of  any  color,  sex, 
or  kind.  You  may  sustain  General  Grover  in  anything  he  may  do  as  to  main- 
taining good  order  and  government  at  Savannah. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  charged  by  Congress  with  the  administration  of  the 
^ar  policy,  and  we  are  bound  to  respect  his  authority  and  wishes,  and  these  are 
^^ntained  in  my  orders.  If  General  Saxton  presumes  on  any  special  influences, 
let  him  alone  and  he  will  commit  some  breach  of  military  propriety,  when  you 
^»11  take  action. 

1  consider  he  has  no  more  control  over  organizations  of  colored  troops  after 
they  are  mustered  and  paid  than  the  superintendent  of  the  general  recruiting 
^^ce  for  white  troops.  During  the  inchoate  existence  of  a  regiment  or  com- 
ity he  may  use  it  about  his  rendezvous  for  guard  and  police ;  but  after  troops 
^  organized  as  companies,  battalions,  or  regiments,  mustered  in  and  paid  by 
the  United  States,  they  at  once  become,  like  any  other  part  of  your  command, 
^)>ject  to  your  orders  and  details.  Indeed,  were  I  in  your  place  I  would  prefer 
this  disposition,  as  it  relieves  you  of  all  the  details  of  organization.  As  to  Lit- 
t'efield's  duties,  you  can  put  him  subject  to  Saxton,  or  you  can  give  him  the 
details  of  any  other  officers  and  men  of  your  command  at  your  own  option.  You 
*  ^7  require  him  to  apply  for  such  details  as  he  wants,  and  you  can  make  them 
Jttst  as  you  would  for  the  quartermaster. 

As  to  the  nomination  of  officers  for  negro  regiments,  that  purely  belongs  to 
^he  appointing  power,  the  President,  who  may  delegate  it  to  whom  he  sees  fit. 
A«  to  steamboats,  I  don't  think  General  Easton  has  any  feeling  as  to  you,  but 
^  think  he  has  an  idea  that  Major  Thomas,  much  his  junior,  is  left  to  judge.  If 
J^  knows  that  you  give  the  subject  your  personal  attention  he  will  be  content. 
It  Would  be  well  for  you  to  confer  with  him,  for  I  have  given  him  "  carte  blanche,'* 
^nd  hold  him  accountable  as  to  my  immediate  army. 
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My  movements  now  will  depend  for  a  day  or  two  on  Slocnm.  but  you  Iiai 
better  be  all  ready  for  tbe  steps  I  indicated.     We  find  a  good  deal  of  cavalry  o 
all  the  roade,  but  they  do  not  delay  our  march.     The  infantry  is  behind  tb 
Salkelmtchie,  which  is  a  swampy,  ugly  stream,  all  the  way  up  to  Barnwell, 
am  much  obliged  for  the  paper.    All  well. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  February  3,  1865—5  p.  m. 
General  Howard  : 

Your  note  and  orders  of  last  night  were  not  received  until  a  few  moments  a^ 
General  Logan  got  here  last  night,  and  to-day  drove  the  enemy  from  a  positS 
on  the  other  side  of  Duck  creek.  General  Williams  brought  up  five  brigades 
Slocum's  troops,  but  no  later  news  of  Slocum ;  thinks  he  will  have  a  hard  ti:s 
to  get  across  Savannah  river  at  all. 

I  ordered  Wood's  division  to  Anglesey's  post  oflfice,  and  John  E.  Smith, 
between.  To-morrow  the  15th  corps  will  move  on  Beaufort's  bridge,  whicla 
also  strongly  defended,  and  I  will  order  Williams  toward  Barnwell,  to  the  pc^ 
marked  "  Hayes." 

I  will  myself  stop  at  Anglesey's  post  office  till  I  hear  what  progress  is  m0 
to  effect  a  lodgment  across  the  Salkchatchie.     General  Wood's  is  now  at  Aug 
sey's,  and  will  lead  to  Beaufort's  to-morrow.     If  Slocum  were  up  I  would  mc 
him  to  Barnwell  at  once,  but  can  use  Williams  to  produce  the  same  e£kct. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Qenerd^ 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Duck  Branch  Post  OJlce,  February  3,  186S- 
General  :  Move  your  command  to-morrow ;  two  divisions  to  Beaufort's  bri  J ; 
and  one  to  Anglesey's  post  office.  Better  pursue  the  same  order  as  now,  ^ 
let  all  march — say  at  6  a.  m.  That  will  bring  the  divisions  of  Wood  and  Jo 
E.  ^mith  at  Beaufort's,  and  Hazen's  at  Anglesey's.  I  will  move  Williams 
our  left  rear  around  to  Arnold  church  and  Hayes. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding"- 
General  Logan, 

Commanding  15th  Corps. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
/»  the  field.  Duck  Branch  Post  Office,  S.  C,  February  4,  1865 — 3  a.  in. 
General  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  copy  of  report  just  received  firom  Maj< 
General  Howard,  his.  operations  giving  full  i)oesession  of  the  Salkehatchie. 

General  Sherman  desires  that  you  will  move  your  command  slowly  to  the  poii 
indicated  in  the  instructions  sent  yesterday  p.  m.,  these  operationfl  giving  yoi 
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probably,  a  clear  road  ;  it  is  reported  that  Wheeler  has  passed  around  our  front 
across  the  Salkehatchie. 

Please  communicate  with  General  Slocum  the  progress  made  and  our  present 
situation,  and  the  fact  of  our  heing  in  possession  of  the  Salkehatchie,  given  by 
Mower's  assault  to-day  ;  also  such  other  items  as  will  be  of  information  to  him. 
We  will  move  as  indicated. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Brevet  Major  General  Williams, 

Commanding  20th  (Jorps, 

P.  S. — Send  substance  of  this  to  Slocum.  I  think  you  had  better  send  the 
bulk  of  your  train,  under  small  escort,  by  the  direct  road  to  Beaufort's  bridge,  to 
wbicb  point  you  may  conduct  your  command  around  by  Allendale  post  office 
and  Arnold  church,  making  as  much  display  as  possible.  Take  enough  wagons 
and  artillery  with  you  to  forage  good,  and  try  and  be  at  Beaufort's  bridge  to- 
morrow night,  so  you  can  pass  the  Salkehatchie  there  without  fail.  Then,  proba- 
bly, we  shall  move  without  waiting  for  Slocum,  though  I  want  Kilpatrick  up  as 
quick  as  possible;  but  he  should  swing  round  to  Barnwell,  but  not  further  west 
wilbout  orders. 
Yours, 

W.  T,  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Beavforfs  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  5,  1865. 

^KNERAL :  General  Kilpatrick  is  now  up  to  Allendale  post  office,  and  will 
''^ove  to-morrow  on  Barnwell,  and  thence  to  join  us  about  Bamburg. 

I  wish  your  wing  to  move  now  with  all  expedition  consistent  with  due  caution, 
*^a  make  a  strong  lodgement  on  the  South  Carolina  railroad  anywhere  from 
^barn's  to  the  Edisto. 

^  will  instruct  General  Williams  to  cross  here,  and  move  four  miles  towards 
"''^'^well,  and  thence  follow  cross-roads  in  the  direction  of  Graham's  station. 

^  Suppose  you  will  move  the  17th  corps  direct  on  Midway,  and  the  15th  corps 
^^  Hamburg.     I  will  attend  the  15th  corps. 
I  am  yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
.  Major  General  Commanding. 

General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Beaufort's  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  5,  1865. 
^^NKRAL :  Captain  Newton  has  just  arrived,  and  I  am  glad  you  are  up.    The 
enetny  [^  ^11  in  the  mist  as  to  our  movements,  save  they  think  Slocum's  com- 
^i^^d  has  gone  up  to  Augusta,  and  that  I  am  moving  on  Branch ville.     We  carried 
tbe  position  at  Rivers's  yesterday,  and  to-day  have  passed  both  corps  across — 
17th  at  Rivers's,  and  15th  here  at  Beaufort's.     I  sent  Williams  round  by  Allen- 
dale to  make  a  feint  on  Barnwell.     To-morrow  the  17th  corps  will  move  rapidly 
on  Midway,  and  the  15th  on  Bamburg  ;  Williams  will  follow  in  resei-ve. 

The  enemy  intended  to  defend  the  line  of  Salkehatchie,  but  are  now  falling 
Uck  to  the  Edisto.    Presuming  you  get  to-day  to  Allendale  Post  Office,  I  ^wauti 
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you  to-morrow  to  move  rapidly  on  Barnwell,  keeping  up  any  feint  you  may  pleaae 
in  the  direction  of  Augusta.  Next  day  strike  the  railroad  where  you  please, 
from  Blackville  to  Lowry's.  If  you  can,  got  and  destroy  cars,  locomotives,  and 
depots,  but  don't  delay  long,  but  effectually  destroy  some  piece  of  the  track, 
enough  to  cut  communication,  and  then  turn  to  us  about  Duncanville  or  Bam- 
burg.  You  will  find  plenty  of  corn  and  bacon.  I  think  Wheeler's  forces  are 
scattered,  and  he  has  no  idea  where  you  are  up  to  this  moment,  so  you  can  act  with 
a  rush.  Some  cavalry  retreated  before  Greneral  Williams  to  the  northwest, 
towards  Augusta,  and  other  parts  across  the  bridges  of  Salkehatchie.  I  don*l 
care  about  your  going  into  Barnwell,  and  only  refer  to  it  as  the  point  where  you 
will  likely  find  cleared  roads  across  the  swamp.  The  bridges  amount  to  nothing ; 
the  swamp  is  the  worst,  and  you  may  cross  it  wherever  you  please.  I  expect 
to  hear  from  you  the  night  of  February  7,  or  morning  of  the  8th,  when  I  will  be 
with  the  15th  corps  not  far  from  Duncanville  or  Bamburg. 

On  this  side  the  Salkehatchie  we  find  the  roads  fine,  with  farms  and  abundance 
of  forage.     None  has  been  destroyed. 

The  fanners  west  of  Salkehatckie  were  ordered  to  move  their  forage  and  stock 
to  the  east  of  Salkehatchie,  the  rebels  expecting  to  hold  that  lino. 

Mystify  the  enemy  all  you  can,  but  break  that  road  while  I  move  straight  on 
it  about  Lowry's. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General, 

General  Kilpatbick, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Allendale, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  BeauforVs  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  5,  1865. 
General  :  The  right  wing  of  the  army  will  move  early  to-morrow  against 
the  South  Carolina  railroad  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bamburg. 

I  wish  you  to  cross  the  Salkehatchie  and  move  for  the  same  point,  but  for 
convenience  of  movement  suggest  you  take  the  Barnwell  road  to  Ayer's,  where 
a  road  leads  to  Blackville  which  intersects  one  coming  into  the  direct  Bamburg 
road  from  here,  at  the  Little  Salkehatchie.  As  you  approach  the  Little  Salke- 
hatchie I  think  you  can  find  some  road  to  Bamburg,  without  coming  into  colli- 
sion with  the  15th  corps,  that  will  occupy  ten  miles  of  that  road ;  I  think  such 
a  road  will  be  found  from  Nimmon's  to  Duncanville,  crossing  Little  Salkehatchie, 
above  or  at  Dowling's  mill.  I  will  be  near  the  leading  division  of  the  15th 
coi-ps.  Kilpatrick  will  be  about  Barnwell  to-morrow  night,  and  will  strike  the 
railroad  next  day  between  Blackville  and  Graham's. 

If  you  can  find  any  other  road  than  the  one  I  suggest,  which  is  nearly  par- 
allel with  the  one  travelled  by  the  15th  corps,  and  not  more  than  six  or  seven 
miles  off,  you  can  take  it ;  always  sending  me  word,  and  in  case  of  hearing  the 
sound  of  serious  battle,  change  your  course  towards  it. 
I  am,  yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  A.  S.  Williams,  Commanding  20th  Corps, 


HBADaUARTBRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MiSSISSIPPf, 
In  the  field,  Beatifort*s  Bridge,  S.  C,  February  5,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  instructed  General  Howard  to  move  the  right  wing,  and 
make  a  lodgement  on  the  South  Carolina  railroad,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bam- 
burg.   You  may,  therefore,  in  anticipation  of  the  movements  make  orders  f^^r 
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tlie  15tli  corps  to  take  tHe  direct  road  to  Duncanville.  Kilpatrick  will  move  by 
Barnwell,  and  I  have  ordered  General  WilliamB  to  cross  the  Big  Salkehatchie 
by  this  bridge  ;  thence  to  take  the  Barnwell  road  out  as  far  as  Ayer's,  where  a 
road  branches  to  Blackville.  lie  will  follow  that  to  about  Nimmon's,  trusting 
to  find  some  road  leading  up  to  Graham's  or  Duncanville. 

I  would  like,  if  possible,  that  Hazen  should  be  on  the  north  side  of  the  Bam- 
well  road  by  eight  o'clock,  so  that  Williams  can  pass  him,  and  that  the  two 
armies  should  not  get  mixed  at  the  place  where  Hazen's  camp  now  is. 
I  am,  yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
Major  General  J.  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  15th  Carps. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Jive  miles  from  Bamhurgy  February  6,  1865. 
General  :  You  may  make  your  orders,  and  march  to-morrow  on  Lowiy'a 
Station,  South  Carolina  railroad,  and  make  a  strong  lodgement  and  break  up  the 
road.  Inasmuch  as  the  enemy  must,  by  this  time,  have  detected  our  plan,  you 
should  be  prepared  for  battle.  You  know  that  the  17th  corps  is  approaching 
Midway  by  the  road  from  Rivers's  bridge,  and  should  now  be  within  eight  miles. 
You  have  only  five  miles  to  Bamburg,  and  one  more  to  Lowry's.  Williams  la 
jupt  behind  you,  and  Kilpatrick  is  supposed  to  be  at  Barnwell,  and  has  orders 
to  strike  the  railroad  about  Blackville  and  turn  to  Bamburg.  Williams  is 
ordered  to  move  straight  on  Graham's  Station,  unless  he  hears  you  engaged, 
when  he  will  turn  to  your  left  flank. 

You  had  better  march  with  two  divisions,  disencumbered  of  all  wagons  save 
a  few  with  cartridges,  and  the  ambulances,  and  let  your  train  follow  to  any 
point  you  may  select,  about  Bamburg  or  Lowry's,  to  be  parked.  As  soon  as 
yoa  reach  the  railroad  set  to  work  to  destroy  it  eflfectually,  viz  :  every  rail 
mast  be  twisted. 

Your  advance  should  push  out  a  mile  or  so  beyond  the  railroad,  towards  South 
Edisto,  on  the  Cannon's  Bridge  road.  If  you  hear  Howard  engaged  lean  towards 
3Iidway,  but  get  the  road  broken  anyhow.  I  will  be  with  you,  but  want  you  to 
fight  your  own  battle,  as  I  am  a  non-combatant.  The  enemy  ought  to  fight  us, 
but  I  don't  believe  he  will. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Majcrr  General. 
Major  Greneral  J.  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  I5th  Corps. 

Have  the  left-hand  road  at  the  church  clear  for  Williams  by  8  a.  m. 

S. 


[Cipher  despatch.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
Armies  in  the  field,  Lowry^s  Station,  February  7,  1865. 
General  Foster,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. : 

We  are  on  the  railroad  at  Midway.  Weather  bad ;  water  high,  and  roads 
bad.  These  may  force  me  to  turn  against  Charleston  before  crossing  the  San- 
tee.  Enemy  has  retreated  east  and  north  across  the  Edisto.  We  will  break 
up  fifty  mUes  of  this  road  towards  Augusta,  and  then  move  over  towards 
Columbia. 
21» 
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Watch  Charleston  close,  and  threaten  Bull's  bay.  Hatch's  force  should  noir 
get  across  to  Edisto,  about  Jacksouboro'  and  Willstown.  Slocum  is  not  jet 
up. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 


[Cipher  despatch.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Army  in  the  field,  February  7,  1865. 
Admiral  Dahlgren  : 

We  are  on  the  South  Carolina  road  at  Midway,  and  will  break  fifty  miles  from 
Edisto  towards  Augusta ;  I  then  cross  towards  Columbia.  Weather  is  bad  and 
country  full  of  water.  This  cause  may  force  me  to  turn  against  Charleston.  I 
have  ordered  Foster  to  move  Hatch  up  to  the  Edista  about  Jacksonboro'  and 
Willstown,  also  to  make  that  lodgement  at  Bull's  bay. 

Watch  Charleston  close ;  I  think  Davis  will  order  it  to  be  abandoned  lest  he 
lose  its  garrison  as  well  as  guns.  We  are  all  well,  and  the  enemy  retreats 
before  us.  Send  word  to  Newberu  that  you  have  heard  from  me,  and  the  prob- 
abilities are  that  high  waters  may  force  me  to  the  coast  before  I  reach  North 
Carolina,  but  to  keep  Wilmington  busy. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississppi, 

In  the  fields  Lowry's,  February  7,  1865. 

General  :  We  are  on  the  railroad  and  the  enemy  has  retreated  across  the 
Edisto.  I  propose  to  break  up  the  road  westward,  so  you  may  let  G^eary join  Wil-  ' 
liams  about  Graham's,  and  let  Davis  take  any  road  you  may  prefer  to  the  left  to 
reach  the  neighborhood  of  Blackville.  You  may  send  that  corps  (14th)  through 
Barnwell  for  the  sake  of  forage.  We  find  plenty,  but  I  fear  we  leave  but  litUc 
behind  us.  Weather  is  villanous,  but  we  can't  help  it  and  must  do  the  best  we 
can. 

Send  back  to  Coosawhatchie  fort,  or  any  other  point  you  may  think  best,  the 
enclosed  cipher  messages  to  General  Foster  and  Admiral  Dahlgren.     Send  by 
several  messengers  and  by  secure  roads. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Slocum,  on  the  Road, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Lotory's  Station,  S.  C,  Railroad,  February  7,  1865. 
General  :  Your  note  of  2  p.  m.  is  received.  We  are  all  on  the  road,  and 
will  break  road  to-morrow  and  then  move  up  towards  Augusta.  You  can  remain 
where  you  are  and  try  and  secure  the  bridge  at  the  head  of  Young'B  island.  I 
will  pass  the  Edisto,  above  that  point,  and  as  high  as  Guignard's  bridge.  Make 
a  good  break  while  you  are  about  it.  If  you  feel  confident  yoa  may  moTe  ng 
the  road,  making  occasional  breaks,  and  meet  us  on  your  retam  aboal  White 
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Pond  in  two  days  aftor  to  morrow.     I  will  order  Davis'a  corps  to  come  round 
through  Barnwell  to  White  Pond  or  Windsor's.    Don't  risk  much,  but  keep  your 
liors«8  and  men  well  in  hand. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SnERMAN,  Major  General. 
General  Kilpatrick,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Hbadqdartbrs  Military  Division  of  tiir  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Lowry^g  Station^  S.  C,  February  8,  1865. 
General  :  Tours  of  this  date  is  received.     Burn  all  cotton.     The  confederate 
conges?  has  appropriated  all  cotton  to  its  own  use.     It  is  the  only  cash  article 
left  to  the  enemy.     I  send  you  a  letter  to  Wheeler  in  answer  to  his,  which  you 
can  leave  with  the  lady  to  be  sent  to  Wheeler  as  best  she  can. 

Destroy  the  railroad  and  its  attachments,  tanks,  sheds,  everything  that  facili- 
tates its  use.  I  will  send  you  orders  for  to-morrow,  which  amount  to  moving 
up  to  Blackville.  If  you  hear  of  Geary  to  day  in  reach,  turn  him  at  once  to  Black- 
ville;  Slocum  should  move  the  14th  corps  towards  Williston.  I  think  the  left 
wing  will  cross  the  Edisto  about  Guignard's  and  Pine  Log  bridges.  I  want  to 
Ifct  the  left  wing  on  the  Orangeburg  and  Edgefield  road  as  soon  as  possible. 
We  are  twisting  the  iron  here  beautiful.  I  will  send  the  engineers  up  to  you 
to-morrow,  they  do  the  work  best 

W  T.  SHERMAN 

Major  General. 
General  A.  S.  Williams,  GraJiam's. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  February  8,  1865. 
General  :  Yours  addressed  to  General  Howard  is  received  by  me.  I  hope 
yon  will  bam  all  cotton  and  save  us  the  trouble.  We  don't  want  it,  and  it  has 
proTen  a  curse  to  our  country.  All  you  don't  bum,  I  will.  As  to  private 
honges  occupied  by  peaceful  families,  my  orders  are  not  to  molest  or  disturb  them, 
*«^  I  think  my  orders  are  obeyed.  Vacant  houses,  being  of  no  use  to  anybody, 
I  care  little  about,  as  the  owners  have  thought  them  of  no  use  to  themselves. 
I  don't  want  them  destroyed,  but  do  not  take  much  care  to  preserve  them. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
^^'yor  General  J.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  Confederate  Army. 


HEADQUARTiiRS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Lowry*s,  February  8,  1865. 

^fi-NERAL :  I  have  just  received  your  note  in  cipher.  I  send  you  a  copy  of 
orders  for  the  next  move  which  will  give  you  the  key  to  the  whole.  Wheeler 
wntes  to  Greneral  Howard,  offering  not  to  bum  cotton  if  we  don't  bum  houses. 
I  agsured  him  that  he  would  oblige  me  by  burning  cotton,  as  it  saves  us  the 
tronble ;  that  we  don't  bum  occupied  houses ;  but  if  people  vacate  their  own 
hoOMs,  I  don't  think  they  should  expect  us  to  protect  them. 

Toa  may  bum  all  cotton.  Spare  dwelling-houses  that  are  occupied,  and  teach 
your  men  to  be  courteous  to  women — it  goes  a  great  ways — but  take  all  provisions 
jjhI  forage  you  need.     Act  as  though  you  are,  or  are  to  be,  followed  by  infantry. 

I  expect  Hood's  army  will  try  and  join  the  South  Carolina  army  a\>o\x\>  Q^^ 
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lumbia,  and  I  will  try  and  interpose  again  at  Orangeburg.     I  will  order  the  14th 
corps  to  Willis  ton  and  Guignard's  bridge  or  Pine  Log  bridge.     Edisto  is  narrow 
and  easily  crossed  up  there.     The  Orangeburg  and  Edgefield  road  is  the  key 
line  of  South  Carolina. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 
General  Kilpatrick.  BlackiUle. 


Headciuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Oraham*9  Station^  February  9,  1865. 

Dear  General:  Tour  note  of  this  morning  is  received.  "Williams  moved 
hence  for  Blackville  this  morning.  The  Michigan  engineers  have  been  ordered 
to  your  flank  to  twist  railroad  iron.  Tell  Williams  I  have  inspected  his  work 
here,  and  the  bars  are  not  twisted.  Better  do  half  the  work  and  do  it  thoroughly ; 
unless  there  be  a  warp  the  bar  can  be  straightened  again.  All  the  cavalry  is 
now,  and  has  been,  on  your  flank.  Kilpatrick  was  last  night  up  at  Williston, 
where  he  whipped  a  division  of  cavalry,  and  is  moving  to  break  up  railroad, 
partially,  as  far  as  Aiken. 

I  was  in  hopes  you  would  turn  Davis  off  below  Coosawhatchie  swamp  through 
Barnwell  to  Williston  or  White  pond.  Get  him  as  soon  as  possible  at  work  on 
the  railroad  from  Williston  west,  and  in  the  mean  time  have  the  bridge  at 
Guignard*s  and  Pine  Log  examined  so  as  to  cross  there,  or  at  the  head  of  Young's 
island.     My  orders  of  yesterday  give  the  next  movement. 

To-day,  Uoward,  with  the  17th  corps,  is  moving  to  Binnaker's  bridge.  Two 
divisions  of  the  15th  corps  are  at  the  forks  of  the  roads  west  of  this,  and  the 
other  at  ITolman's  bridge. 

Don't  take  any  of  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  to  make  escorts  or  orderlies,  for  he 
has  to  figlit  and  contend  now  with  double  and  nearly  treble  his  numbers.  For 
courier  duty  and  orderlies  pick  up  horses  and  mount  drummers  and  non-com- 
batants. If  necessary  to  get  horses  break  up  teams  and  use  males  for  ambu- 
lances, burning  up  the  empty  wagons.  Howard  has  no  cavalry  save  one 
fragment  of  mounted  infantry.  By  keeping  on  our  left  you  will  have,  henceforth, 
good  forage. 

Pine  Log  ford  will  be  the  place  for  Kilpatrick  to  cross  over  the  South  Cdistow 
Your  best  points  will  be  the  head  of  Young's  island  and  Guignard's. 

We  must  all  turn  amphibious,  for  the  country  is  half  under  water.  Mower 
had  to  flght  at  the  Salkehatchie  with  his  men  up  to  their  arm-pits,  he  setting 
the  example. 

I  think  we  can  spend  all  of  to-morrow  on  railroad-breaking,  but  next  day  wo 
must  be  across  Edisto.  You  can  gain  time  on  Howard  as  he  swings  against 
Orangeburg.     Your  wing  will  move  on  Columbia. 

Yours,  . 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  ^ajar  General. 

Major  General  Slocum,  Blackville, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jiddy  Walker's  HouMe^  near  S.  C  Railroad^ 

February  9,  1865 — 2\  p.  m. 
General  :  An  officer  has  just  left;  me  for  Blackville,  where  Slocum  will  arrive 
with  Geary's  division,  which  completes  the  20th  corps  at  Blackville.  Davia  is 
moving  for  Barnwell,  and  will  come  up  to  the  west  of  Blackville  about  Williston. 
I  have  ordered  Slocum  to  put  in  to-morrow  good  on  the  railroad,  and  thmi  look 
to  crossing  the  Edisto  at  the  head  of  Young's  island  and  at  Gtt^aaid'i. 
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I  want  you  to  effect  a  crossing  at  or  between  Binnaker's  and  Holman's 
bridf;e8.  Do  it  in  your  own  way,  using  all  the  17th  corps  and  one  division  of 
the  l/)th  corps,  sent  by  Logan  to  Holman's  bridge.  If  you  can  secure  a  lodge- 
ment to-morrow  and  get  to  work  on  a  bridge  at  Binnaker's,  it  will  be  time 
enouf^h  to  cross  day  after  to-morrow.  All  accounts  appear  that  the  road  from 
Binnaker's  to  Orangeburg  is  better  than  from  Holman's. 

I  am  seven  miles  from  Binnaker's,  five  from  Ilolman's,  and  six  from  Black- 
ville.    I  will  probably  go  up  to  Blackvillo  to-morrow  to  see  Slocum. 

Keep  me  well  advised  of  your  purposes.  As  soon  as  Logan  completes  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  to  Blackville  he  can  move  his  two  other  divisions 
down  to  IIolman*s,  or  where  you  need  them. 

It  ia,  to  me,  patent  that  the  en^my  has  only  cavalry  at  the  Edisto,  and  we 
must  keep  it  busy,  that  Kilpatrick  may  encounter  less  about  Aiken.  His  move- 
ment on  Aiken,  besides  the  substantial  damage,  will  disconcert  the  part  of  S. 
D.  Lee's  corps  that  did  not  get  over  the  railroad. 

Proceed  to  effect  a  lodgement  on  the  north  of  the  Edisto  by  cautious,  but 
persistent,  efforts;  once  across,  the  enemy  will  fall  behind  the  Santce. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  fields  near  Graham^s,  South  Carolina  Rai/road, 

February  10,  18G5. 

General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Blackville,  where  I  saw  General  Slocum. 
The  20th  corps  is  all  up  and  at  work  destroying  railroad.  The  14th  corps, 
G^nend  Slocum  thinks,  will  reach  Williston  to-night.  I  also  learn  that  General 
Corse  is  close  at  hand.  So  all  things  are  in  readiness  for  the  move  on  Orange- 
"'"S.  Greneral  Slocum  will  have  his  two  corps  on  the  Orangeburg  and  Edgefield 
row.  opposite  the  new  bridge  at  the  head  of  Fair's  island  and  Guignard's,  by 
"*®  day  after  to-morrow.  You  had  better  move  the  17th  corps  straight  on 
pi^ngebui^,  aiming  to  get  within  two  or  three  miles,  ready  the  next  day  to  cross 
^7  pontoons  above  Orangeburg  and  make  a  lodgement  on  the  road.  The  15th 
^8  should  move  to-morrow  to  Bull-fight  pond,  and  next  day  to  North  Edisto, 
*|J|iie  mouth  of  Mill  Branch  creek,  or  Caw  Caw,  according  to  the  appearance 
•pout  Orangeburg.    I  will  accompany  the  15th  corps  and  camp  with  it  to-morrow 

I  want  to  have  the  railroad  broken  good  from  about  Orangeburg  up  above  the 
^tate  road,  (Matthew's  Post  Office,)  but  would  prefer  that  one  corps  should  do 
^e  Work,  leaving  the  15th  corps  to  follow  a  course  more  to  the  west,  in  support 
<^'  the  left  wing,  in  Ihe  event  of  Dick  Taylor  having  got  to  Augusta  with  Hood's 
old  army. 

Slocum's  orders  will  take  him  by  the  most  direct  road  possible  to  Columbia, 
out  making  to  the  left  about  the  Sand  Hills  in  case  he  comes  in  contact  with 
one  of  your  columns.     I  have  nothing  from  Kilpatrick  to-day. 

Af  to  morrow,  or  next  day,  we  observe  a  concentration  of  force  about  Orange - 
"'^S*  I  can  draw  from  Slocum  by  tlie  Edgefield  road. 

1  will  notify  General  Logan  to  put  his  corps  in  motion  to-morrow  for  BuU-fight 

pOQO. 

YourBy  tmly, 
^  W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  thcjiehh  Wallcer*s  House,  February  10,  1865. 
General:  I  Lave  this  moment  written  General  Howard  that  he  may  begio 
his  movement  on  Orangeburg:.  You  may,  therefore,  in  the  morning  early  put 
your  corps  in  motion  for  Bull-fight  pond,  on  the  Edgefield  and  Orangeburg  road, 
and  there  await  orders  from  General  Howard  or  myself.  I  will  accompany  you, 
going  from  here  direct  to  Holman's  bridge. 
I  am,  &c.,  youi'S,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Jno.  A.  Logan, 

Cojnmanding  l^tJi  Corps, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  February  10,  ISGA 

General:  Your  note  from  Johnston's  is  just  received.  I  cannot  change  my 
plans  now,  as  they  are  in  progress.  I  don't  care  about  Aiken,  unless  you  can 
take  it  with  a  dash,  and,  as  Wheeler's  attention  is  drawn  to  that  quarter,  you 
can  let  it  work. 

To-morrow  the  right  wing  moves  on  Orangeburg,  and  after  breaking  thai 
railroad  good,  we  will  proceed  as  heretofore  indicated,  Davis  should  be  at 
Will  is  ton  to-night,  or  early  to-morrow.  Keep  in  communication  with  bim,  and 
conform  to  his  movements. 

It  won't  pay  to  have  infantry  chasing  Wheeler's  cavalry ;  it  is  always  a  bad 
plan,  and  is  injurious  to  detach  infantry,  save  for  a  day  or  a  single  occasion.  You 
can  see  Davis  when  he  comes  up,  and  he  can  spare  a  brigade  for  a  day  or  so  \ 
but  I  don't  want  a  brigade  of  infantry  to  go  off  to  the  flank,  when  the  whole 
army  would  have  to  wait  for  it,  or  it  would  be  marched  to  death  to  catch  up. 

Wheeler  or  a  part  of  his  command  was  on  the  north  side  of  South  £disto  yes- 
terday, and  the  concentration  of  the  enemy  is  being  made  at  Columbia^  though 
I  have  no  doubt  that  attention  has  been  drawn  towards  Augusta;  but  1  will  not 
delay  the  main  move  an  hour,  and,  therefore,  want  Davis  to  move  on  as  soon  as 
he  can  repair  the  bridge.  Slocum  will  give  him  his  orders,  and  I  wbh  you  to 
conform  to  the  movements  of  the  left  corps,  give  it  notice  of  danger  from  the 
direction  of  Augusta,  and  only  attack  Wheeler  when  he  exposes  himself.  When 
operating  near  General  Davis's  corps,  he  will  doubtless  let  you  have  a  brigade 
of  infantry,  from  time  to  time,  but  not  as  a  permanent  thing. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Genera!. 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  MississiPPf, 
In  ike  field,  21  miles  from  Columbia,  February  13,  186^- 
General  :  Yours  of  this  date  is  received.  I  would  like  to  have  Blair  "^-"^ 
and  stampede  the  guard  at  the  Congaree  bridge  by  a  semblance  of  attack,  ^^ 
which  purpose  one  division  to  the  rear  of  his  trains,  and  leaving  onetoadv*^^* 
on  the  bridge,  burning  only  the  trestles,  while  the  other  confines  its  atten't*^^' 
to  twisting  bars.  ^     - 

Corse's  and  Wood's  are  now  within  five  or  six  miles  of  Sandy  creek.     I  tb^^*  - 
you  can  put  all  the  15th  corps  across  Sandy  creek  to-morrow,  and  Blair's  tr^" 
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and  division  to  Sandy  Creek  Post  Office,  where  the  Orangeburg  and  State  roads 
meet.  One  march,  viz :  the  day  after  to-morrow,  will  bring  us  easily  up  abreast 
of  Columbia. 

Captain  Audenreid,  in  riding  ahead  to-day,  captured  a  rebel  lieutenant  just 
out  of  Columbia,  and  passing  himself  off  as  a  rebel,  extracted  from  him  much 
information. 

The  force  now  at  Columbia  is  small,  and  the  people  are  not  expecting  us  now, 
thinking  that  Augusta  or  Charleston  is  onr  objective.  I  think  Slocum  will  be 
abreast  of  Columbia  to-morrow.  I  will  keep  with  the  leading  division  of  this 
corps. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAX, 

Major  General. 
General  Howard, 

Commanding  RigJit  Wing. 

%P.  S. — If  you  want  more  roads  beyond  Sandy  creek  you  can  depend  on  any 
number  to  the  left.  The  country  is  of  poor  pine  lands,  and  is  full  of  farm  roads. 
To-day  the  road  was  perfect,  and  there  seemed  any  number  running  to  every 
point  of  the  compass. 

S. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  opjwsite  Columbia,  February  16,  1865. 
General  :  General  Howard  has  to  pass  Saluda  and  Broad  rivers  at  the  same 
time,  requiring  more  bridging  than  he  has.     I  send  this  through  him,  that  he 
may  note  on  it  how  many  boats  he  wants.     I  suppose  you  can  spare  ten,  as  you 
will  be  able  to  remove  that  over  the  Saluda  before  you  pass  the  Broad. 

In  case  Howard  calls  for  any  pontoons,  he  will  conduct  them  to  the  point 
wbere  he  needs  them. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding,  fy:. 


Hbadudarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  opposite  Columlna,  S.  C,  February  16,  1865. 
Dear  General  :  I  see  the  bridge  over  Broad  burning.    It  is  very  important 
tbat  you  effect  a  crossing  to-night.     If  necessary  get  over  the  Saluda  the  bulk 
of  the  I5th  corps,  then  take  up  enough  pontoons  to  finish  one  across  the  Broad. 
Send  an  officer  with  the  enclosed  note  to  General  Slocum,  who  can  send  you 
ten  boats  before  daylight.     Slocum  can  pass  Broad  river  as  high  up  as  Alston, 
and  thereby  use  his  bridges  at  one  day's  interval. 
Yours, 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 

Send  the  enclosed  by  an  officer  to  conduct  the  pontoons. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippt, 
In  thejidd,  Winnsbaro\  S.  C,  February  21,  1865 — 6  p.  m 
Dear  General:  Generals  Slocum  and  Davis  are  here.     Slocam  sends  his 
wagons  and  pontoons  to-morrow  straight  for  the  ferry  at  Rocky  Mount  poet  of- 
fice, by  Gladden's  grove  ;  he  will  ke<ip  four  divisions  breaking  up  road  as  far 
as  the  Chester  district  line,  and  aim  to  cross  his  whole  command  day  after  to- 
morrow.    Let  Blair  finish  up  the  road  good  to  this  point,  and  then  assemble  al 
Poplar  spring  and  effect  a  crossing  of  the  Wateree,  prepared  to  get  all  across  the 
day  after  to-morrow.  •  Slocum  will  assemble  his  command  at  Gladden's.     Com- 
municate with  me  there  or  at  Rocky  Mount.     After  crossing,  Slocum  will  have 
the  road  from  Lancaster  to  Chesterfield,  and  you  from  your  ferry  straight  for 
Cheraw,  dipping  a  little  south  to  get  on  the  Camden  road.     I  will  keep  with  the 
20th  corps,  which  is  General  Slocum's  right. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,        ^ 
Major  General  Commanding.^ 
Major  General  Howard. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Winnsboro\  February  21,  1865. 

General  :  I  presume  you  to  be  now  about  Lemon's  or  Buck-Head  postoffice» 
and  base  my  present  calculations  on  that  supposition.  I  would  like  you  to 
move  with  your  whole  force  to  the  neighborhood  of  Blackstock  depot,  or 
Springwell  post  ofBce,  taking  position  and  manceuvring  so  as  to  seem  to  be  the 
aavance  of  the  whole  army,  in  the  direction  of  Chesterville  and  Charlotte,  and 
to  cover  General  Davis's  operations  in  breaking  up  the  railroad  as  far  as  he 
can  during  to-morrow  and  next  day,  As  soon  as  Davis  withdraws  to  cross 
the  Catawba,  move  with  him  and  cross  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Catawba  (or 
Wateree)  on  Slocum's  pontoons,  which  will  be  laid  at  Rocky  Mount  post  office. 
I  would  like  to  have  you  all  across  during  the  night  of  the  23d,  so  you  can 
move  next  day  on  Lancaster.  I  would  like  to  have  the  railroad  bridge  across 
Broad  river  at  the  mouth  of  Tiger  burned,  and  I  think  the  enemy  himself  will 
bum  it  if  you  approach  it  or  send  a  small  party  to  threaten  it ;  also  several  of 
the  bridges  and  trestles  on  the  same  railroad  below  where  it  crosses  Broad  river 
about  Ashford's  ferry  and  about  Dawkins's.  I  hope  you  have  already  dam- 
aged that  road  considerably.  I  wish,  as  a  rule,  whenever  you  are  near  a 
railroad,  you  will,  unless  cautioned  otherwise,  have  your  men  burn  bridges, 
depots  and  water-tanks,  and  break  switches ;  also,  all  saw-mills  should  be 
destroyed — not  only  burned,  but  their  engines  and  boilers  disabled.  Davis 
will  be  near  you  and  be  on  hand  in  case  of  need,  but  I  don't  want  you  to  be 
drawn  off  so  that  you  cannot  have  your  trains  and  men  ready  to  pass  the  pon- 
toons during  the  night  of  the  23d.  Better  caution  your  commanders  so  as  to 
keep  in  your  foragers,  else  they  will  be  left  behind,  as  some  were  about  Co- 
lumnia. 

I  will  be  with  this  wing  some  days  and  would  like  to  #ee  you  either  here,  or, 
better,  at  the  bridge  in  crossing  the  Catawba. 

I  enclose  you  General  Slocum's  orders  for  to-morrow  and  next  day.     Gen- 
eral Howard  will  be  at  Poplar  spring  and  Peay's  ferry. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

Major  General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry, 
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HSADaUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

hi  the  field.  Rocky  Mount  Post  Office^  February  22,  1865 — 9  p.  m.  ' 
BNERAL  :  Yours  of  to-day  from  Peay's  feiTy,  has  just  been  received.  Gen- 
SLerman  desires  me  to  say  that  he  would  like  to  have  you  put  your  whole 
mand  over  the  river  with  due  expedition,  and  suggests  it  would  be  well  to 
«  out  in  the  direction  intended,  some  ten  or  twelve  miles,  say  Russell  Place, 
I  the  high  or  table  land  may  be  reached.  He  also  wishes  you  to  recon- 
re  for  roads  towards  Cheraw  well,  and  towards  Camden. 
'wo  divisions  of  the  20th  corps,  with  the  entire  train  of  this  wing,  have 
hed  this  point,  and  are  mostly  in  camp ;  the  bridge  is  completed  ready  for 
sing ;  the  balance  of  the  command  is  destroying  railroad. 
Yours,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Ajor  Greneral  Howard, 

Commanding  RigJU  Wing. 


Hbadquahtbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihefieldy  Rocky  Mount,  S.  C,  February  23,  1865. 
^BN'ERAL  :  Yours  of  last  night  is  received ;  your  disposition  of  matters  is  all 
Lt  The  bridge  is  laid  and  troops  are  crossing.  I  am  anxious  to  get  the  wagons 
M8  and  up  on  high  ground  before  the  rain  comes.  I  wish  you  would  keep 
OP  cavalry  on  roads  to  the  north  of  the  direct  one  by  Gladden's  grove,  as 
i  will  be  needed  all  day  for  infantry  and  wagons.  You  shall  have  the  bridge 
ut  as  your  brigades  arrive. 

.  legret  the  matter  you  report  that  eighteen  of  your  men  have  been  murdered 
V  surrender,  and  marked  that  the  enemy  intended  to  kill  all  foragers.  It 
rwno  alternative;  you  must  retaliate  man  for  man,  and  mark  them  in  the  like 
iner.  Let  it  bo  done  at  once.  We  have  a  perfect  war-right  to  the  products 
lie  country  we  overrun,  and  may  collect  them  by  foragers  or  otherwise. 

the  whole  people  know  the  war  is  now  against  them  because  their  armies 
before  us  and  do  not  defend  their  country  or  frontier  as  they  should.  It  is 
tty  nonsense  for  Wheeler,  and  Beauregard,  and  such  vain  heroes,  to  talk  of 
warring  against  women  and  children.  If  they  claim  to  be  men  they  should 
md  their  women  and  children  and  prevent  us  reaching  their  homes.  Instead 
naintaining  their  armies  let  them  turn  their  attention  to  their  families,  or  we 

follow  them  to  the  death  ;  they  should  know  that  we  will  use  the  produce 

be  country  as  we  please. 

want  the  foragers  to  be  regulated  and  systematized,  so  as  not  to  degenerate 

common  robbers ;  but  foragers,  as  such,  to  collect  corn,  bacon,  beef,  and 
1  other  products  as  we  need,  are  as  much  entitled  to  our  protection  as  our 
mishers  and  flankers. 

ou  will,  therefore,  at  once  shoot,  and  leave  by  the  road-side,  an  equal  num- 
of  their  prisoners,  and  append  a  label  to  their  bodies  stating  that  man  for 

shall  be  killed  for  every  one  of  our  men  they  kill.  If  our  foragers  corn- 
excesses  punish  theni»yourself,  but  never  let  an  enemy  judge  between  our 
and  the  law.  For  my  part  I  want  the  people  of  the  south  to  realize  the 
that  they  shall  not  dictate  laws  of  war  or  peace  to  us.  If  there  is  to  be 
dictation  we  want  our  full  share. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
ajor  General  Kilpatrice, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Rocky  Mount  Post  Office,  February  2?,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

General  :  I  have  just  been  down  to  the  bridge.  It  will  take  all  of  to-day 
and  to-morrow  to  get  this  wing  across  and  out.  Yuu  may  go  ahead,  but  keep 
communication  with  me. 

I  expect  Kilpatrick  here  this  p.  m.,  and  will  send  him  well  to  the  left.  He 
reports  that  two  of  his  foraging  parties  were  murdered  by  the  enemy  after 
capture,  and  labelled  *'  death  to  all  foragers."  Now,  it  is  clearly  our  right  to 
fiubsist  our  army  on  the  enemy.  Napoleon  always  did  it;  but  could  avail  liim- 
Belf  of  the  civil  power  he  found  in  existence  to  collect  forage  and  provisions  by 
regular  impressments.  We  cannot  do  that  here,  and  I  contend,  if  the  enemy 
fails  to  defend  his  country,  we  may  rightfully  appropriate  what  we  want.  If 
our  foragers  are  out  under  mine,  yours,  or  other  proper  authority,  they  must  be 
protected.  I  have  ordered  Kilpatrick  to  select  of  his  prisoners  man  for  man, 
shoot  them^  and  leave  them  by  the  road-side  labelled,  so  that  our  enemy  will  see 
that  for  every  man  he  executes  he  takes  the  life  of  one  of  his  own. 

I  want  the  foragers,  however,  to  be  kept  within  reasonable  bounds  for  the 
sake  of  discipline.  I  will  not  protect  them  when  they  enter  dwellings  and 
commit  wanton  waste — as  women's  apparel,  jewelry,  and  such  things  as  are  not 
needed  by  our  army ;  but  they  may  destroy  cotton  and  tobacco^  because  these 
are  assumed  by  the  rebel  government  to  belong  to  it,  and  arc  used  as  a  value- 
able  source  of  revenue.  Nor  will  I  consent  to  our  enemy  taking  the  lives  of 
our  men  on  their  judgment.  They  have  lost  all  title  to  property,  and  can  lose 
nothing  not  already  forfeited,  but  we  should  punish  our  own  soldiers  for  a 
departure  from  our  orders,  and  if  the  people  resist  our  foragers  I  will  not  deem 
it  wrong,,  but  the  confederate  army  must  not  be  supposed  to  be  the  champions 
of  any  people. 

I  lay  down  these  general  rules,  and  wish  you  to  be  governed  by  them.    If 
any  of  your  foragers  are  murdered,  take  life  for  life,  leaving  a  record  of  each. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Howard,  Coimnanding  RigJit  Wing, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Rocky  Mount,  February  23,  1865. 

General:  Your  note  of  to-day  is  received.     I  don't  see  that  we  can  • 
better  than  to  follow  the  roads  you  have  indicated,  although  they  carry  you  i 
far  south.     General  Davis  will  cross  to-morrow  and  get  on  the  road  from  L 
caster  lo  Cheraw,  via  Chesterfield.     General  Williams  is  now  at  Colonel  B 
lard's,  but  his  trains  are  not  yet  across.     Kilpatrick  will  cross  at  7  p.  m.,  mca 
out  five  miles,  and  to-morrow  move   to  Lancaster,  and  there  await  Gene 
Davis's  coming.     I  w^ill  accompany  General  Williams,  and  expect  to  be  ab 
Hanging  Rock  to-morrow  night ;  thence  will  find  a  road  across  to  Chesterfie 
I  fear  much  the  present  rain  will  make  the  roads  very  bad.     You  will  ha 
better  roads  and  should  move  slower.     If  circumstances  warrant,  you  mig 
Bend  a  small  cavalry  force  into  Camden  and  get  more  'positive  news  of  Chart 
ton ;  it  might  save  your  being  troubled  by  cavalry  to  bum  the  bridge.     If  ; 
should  calculate  that  you  will  reach  Cheraw  much  in  advance  of  us,  you  i 
threaten  Florence,  or  actually  break  the  railroad  near  there  to  divert  attenti 
from  our  real  course. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General, 

General  Howard,  Commanding  Right  Wing. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  1  miU  north  of  Warrenton, 

15  mi/es  south  of  Lancaster ,  February  24,  1865. 

General  :  General  Davis  ia  not  yet  across,  and  the  roads  are  so  very  bad 
hat  I  think  it  will  take  him  all  day  and  to-morrow  to  get  well  over  and  up  on 
ligh  land.  The  20th  corps  is  here.  We  can  sec  the  17th  corps  passing  east- 
rard,  about  one  mile  south. 

General  Davis  is  ordered  to  take  roads  that  will  bring  him  into  the  direct 
oad  from  Lancaster  to  Chesterfield,  and  the  20tli  corps  will  move  by  Hanging 
Sock,  and  thence  by  roads  to  the  south  of  Davis.  Unless  the  niin  cease  we 
fill  have  a  hard  time.  Don't  push  too  fabt,  but  gather  as  much  food  as  you 
an  en  raute.  I  think  you  could  send  into  Camden  with  safety,  but  there  is  no 
ibject.  When  you  get  to  Lynch's  creek  you  might  pass  the  9th  Illinois 
avalry  across,  and  push  them  toward  Florence,  with  orders  to  break  two  or 
hree  bridges  about  Timmonsville,  and  then  to  rejoin  you  at  Cheraw.  I  don't 
IjUieve  there  is  any  cavalry  of  the  enemy  down  there,  and  ours  might  pick  up 
ome  good  horses.  The  only  object  would  be  to  prevent  the  shipment,  by  cars, 
f  the  garrison  of  Charleston  to  Fayetteville  or  Wilmington  to  oppose  us.  If, 
t  the  time,  yon  suppose  all  of  the  Charleston  garrison  is  east  of  Florence,  the 
GCpedition  would  not  be  advisable. 

I  believe  Foster  is  in  possession  of  Charleston,  because  of  the  general  belief 
0  that  effect,  and  the  reports  of  the  negroes  you  sent  me.  I  have  also  just 
eleased  a  prisoner,  captured  yesterday  by  the  20th  corps,  who  was  a  bright  lad, 
ixteen  (IG)  years  old,  son  of  Richard  Bacot,  who  was  at  West  Point  with  me, 
;nd  whom  1  knew  well  at  Charleston.  This  boy  left  Charleston  last  Thursday 
it  12  m.,  at  which  time  he  says  our  troops  had  been  shelling  the  city  for  twenty- 
bur  hours  from  James's  island.  He  was  a  hospital  attendant,  and  was  sent 
long  with  the  sick  from  the  hospitals  to  Florence,  thence  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
lospital  at  Cheraw.  Hfe  said  the  orders  for  the  evacuation  had  been  published, 
nA  the  garrison  were  to  be  rendezvoused  along  the  Florence  road  at  Porcher's 
nd  Bonneau's ;  they  were  removing  the  powder  and  ammunition,  but  would 
Bave  the  heavy  guns.  The  gunboats  were  to  be  blown  up.  He  says  the  first 
ifders  were  to  go  to  Columbia,  but  they  were  changed. 

If  you  can  possibly  employ  a  negro  to  go  through  to  Charleston,  make  a 
ipher  despatch,  telling  our  general  position  and  destination,  and  an  order  of 
iberal  payment. 

I  think  you  will  have  good  roads,  and  that  there  is  no  danger  in  our  spreading 
»at  this  side  of  Cheraw,  thence  to  Fayetteville  roads  favor  us,  as  also  from 
rayettcville  to  our  destination.  At  both  Cheraw  and  Fayetteville  are  bridges 
hat  can  be  secured  by  holding  the  towns  responsible. 

We  find  no  enemy  hereabouts,  and  suppose  them  all  to  be  about  Charleston 
nd  Salisbury.     General  Kilpatrick  must  now  be  at  Lancaster ;  he  crossed  last 
li^t  and  was  off  this  morning. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 

Uajor  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  February  24,  1865. 
General  :  It  is  officially  reported  to  me  that  our  foraging  parties  are  mur- 
lered  after  captured,  and  labelled  <*  death  to  all  foragers ; "  one  instance  of  a  lieu- 
enant  and  seven  men  near  Chestervilley  and  another  of  twenty  *'  near  a  ravino 
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eighty  rods  from  the  main  road,"  about  three  miles  from  Feasterville.  I  have 
ordered  a  similar  number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  to  be  disposed  of  in  like 
manner. 

I  hold  about  one  thousand  prisoners  captured  in  various  ways,  and  can  stand 
it  as  long  as  you,  but  I  hardly  think  these  murders  are  committed  with  your 
knowledge,  and  would  suggest  that  you  give  notice  to  the  people  at  large  that 
every  life  taken  by  them  results  in  the  death  of  one  of  your  confederates. 

Of  course  you  cannot  question  my  right  to  "forage  on  the  country."  It  is  a 
war  right  as  old  as  history.  The  manner  of  exercising  it  varies  with  circum- 
stances, and  if  the  civil  authorities  will  supply  my  requisitions  I  will  forbid  all 
foraging.  But  I  find  no  civil  authorities  who  can  respond  to  calls  for  forage  and 
provisions,  therefore  must  collect  directly  of  the  people.  I  have  no  doubt  this 
is  the  occasion  of  much  misbehavior  on  tlic  part  of  our  men,  but  I  cannot  per- 
mit an  enemy  to  judge,  and  punish  with  wholesale  murder. 

Personally  I  regret  the  bitter  feelings  engendered  by  this  war,  but  they  were 
to  be  expected,  and  I  simply  allege  that  those  who  struck  the  first  blow  and 
made  war  inevitable  ought  not  in  fairness  to  reproach  us  for  the  natural  conse- 
quences. I  merely  assert  our  "  war  right "  to  forage,  and  my  resolve  to  protect 
my  foragers  to  the  extent  of  life  for  life. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  United  States  Army. 

Lieut.  General  Wade  Hampton, 

Commanding  Cavalry  forces  ^  C,  S.  A. 


Headquarters  MfUTARV  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield.  Hanging  Roc/c,  February  27,  1865. 

General  :  Your  letter  is  just  received.  It  is  all  important  that  you  keep  me 
advised.  Davis  was  slow  in  using  the  bridge,  and  it  was  carried  away  and  was 
not  mended  until  to-day.  He  will  be  all  over  to-night.  The  movement  you 
describe  is  the  proper  one — to  keep  on  the  left  rear  of  the  left;  infantry  corps. 

I  have  word  from  Howard  that  will  put  him  near  Cheraw  to-morrow  night, 
and  I  will  push  to  meet  him,  but  must  wait  till  General  Davis  gets  along ; 
probably  will  be  about  Horton's  tavern  to-morrow  night.  Keep  feeling  the 
diflPerent  roads  towards  Charlotte  till  you  hear  General  Davis  is  well  towards 
the  head  of  Lynch's  creek  and  then  draw  off. 

General  Howard  captured  a  good  many  horses  and  mules  and  some  militia; 
he  will  send  a  division  light  to  Florence  simply  to  break  that  road,  and  prevent 
the  removal  of  any  more  railroad  stock. 

There  is  little  doubt  our  troops  are  in  Charleston,  and  General  Howard  reports 
that  a  despatch  reached  Camden  yesterday  that  we  also  had  taken  Wilmington. 
In  that  event  the  enemy  will  collect  all  his  force  about  Raleigh  as  soon  as  he 
sees  I  am  not  coming  to  Charlotte. 

Keep  me  advised  daily.  A  despatch  sent  to  the  nearest  corps  to  be  forwarded 
will  answer  the  purpose,  but  I  think  Hampton  will  draw  off  as  soon  as  be  feels 
General  Howard's  approach  to  Cheraw.  General  Howard  is  moving  on  the  two 
roads  from  Young's  and  Tillersville. 

General  Slocum's  20th  corps  will  probably  pas3  at  Blakeney's,  and  General 
Davis's  at  MacManus's.     You  will  have  no  trouble  with  Lynch'e  creek,  aa  it  is 
passable  anywhere  above  MacManus's. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Majifr  GmeraL 

Major  General  Kilpatrick,  Lancaster. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Finlei/'s  Bridge,  Lynches  Creek,  March  1,  18G5. 
General  :  Geueral  Slocuin  has  the  20th  corps  across  Lynch's  creek  and  a  good 
bridge.  General  Davis  is  across  the  Catawba,  and  ought  to  be  about  fifteen  miles 
behind  us.  To-morrow  all  will  move  forward  fifteen  miles,  which  will  bring  us 
near  Chesterfield,  next  day  at  Cheraw  ;  General  Davis,  in  the  mean  time,  closing 
hifl  gap.  Push  General  Blair  straight  on  Cheraw.  With  the  15th  corps  move  on 
the  same  point,  careful  to  reach  the  railroad  below  Cheraw  and  break  it ;  then 
on  Cheraw.  We  will  cross  to  the  north  of  Cheraw.  The  enemy  cannot  hold 
Cheraw  against  us,  because  it  is  on  a  branch  road,  and  we  can  insulate  it.  John- 
Bton,  if  there,  will  not  fight  with  a  bridge  behind  him.  We  may  have  to  cross 
the  Pedee  with  a  serious  enemy  in  front,  but  we  must  not  allow  the  confederates 
time  to  fortify  Cheraw. 

I  know  Hampton  was,  in  person,  above  Lancasf^r,  also  Wheeler.     I  had  an 

original  communication  from  Wade  Hampton  yesterday,  and  he  is  still  watching 

Kilpatrick,  who  is  at  Lancaster,  till  Davis  gets  past.     Push  with  all  energy 

Btraight  on  Cheraw,  cutting  its  roads  below,  and  I  will  be  up  on  the  3d  instant. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  2,  1865. 

General  :  The  20th  corps  is  now  starting  from  Big  Lynch's  creek  for  Ches- 
terfield, twenty  miles  distant.  The  14th  corps  is  now  at  Little  Lynch 's  creek, 
oehind  us,  and  will  march  bv  MacManus's  bridge  towards  Chesterfield. 

General  Howard  was,  on  the  28th  February,  across  Lynch 's  creek,  at  Tiller's, 
fnd  General  Blair  within  sixteen  miles  of  Cheraw.  All  move  on  Cheraw,  where 
It  is  8aid  the  Charleston  and  Wilmington  garrison  arc  expecting  to  meet  us.  I 
don't  believe  they  will  fight  on  this  side  the  Pedee,  but  you  may  move  on  Gen- 
^  Davis's  left,  near  Chesterfield,  and  by  the  time  you  get  there  I  can  select 
|kc  Doints  of  crossing ;  but  if  there  be  any  enemy  at  Cheraw  he  will,  of  course, 
™^  the  bridge  there,  and  force  us  to  use  pontoons,  in  which  case  we  will  prob- 
ably tise  Cheraw  and  Sneedsboro'. 

General  Howard  sent  his  company  of  scouts  from  Tiller's  towards  the  Charles- 
^  and  Wilmington  road,  but  they  met  two  brigades  of  cavalry  near  Mount  Elon 
*oet  Office,  and  were  driven  back.     General  Howard  reports  Hampton's  head- 

Jl^^rters  at  Darlington,  but  I  doubt  it.     I  don't  think  the  enemy  would  leave 
^  cavalry  or  any  material  part  of  it  between  us  and  the  sea.     Doubtless  he  is 
^^hiog  and  using  the  railroad  east  and  south  of  us,  but  to  what  extent  I  can- 
^^  conjecture  until  I  know  whether  our  people  have  Wilmington.     I  suppose 
^**t  Schofield,  by  this  time,  must  be  on  the  railroad  north  of  Wilmington  at  or 
'^Goldsboro'. 

y  Keep  near  General  Davis's  left,  and  act  defensively  till  we  know  about  Cheraw. 
i  ^^  be  with  the  20th  corps,  near  Chesterfield,  where  the  Lancaster  ^oad  meets 
|/^^e,  about  four  miles  this  side  of  Chesterfield.  I  will  send  infantry  to  Chester- 
2f  Id  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  bridges  across  Thompson's  creek,  near  that  place. 
"^  ^morrow  at  Cheraw. 

You  should  be  to-night  on  Lynch's  creek,  and  to-morrow  near  Chesterfield. 
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Roads  are  sandy  and  good.  Enemy  leaves  tis  good  bridges,  and  thus  far  we  find 
not  even  pickets.  General  Blair  found  some  cavalry  on  his  road,  who  gave 
ground  easily. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
General  Kilpatrick,  near  Lancaster. 


Headuiiarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejiehh  Chesterjield,  S.  C,  March  3,  186» — 6  a.  m. 

General  :  I  got  your  despatch  from  Blakeney's  last  night.  I  want  you  to 
interpose  between  Charlotte  and  Cheraw  until  we  are  across.  General  Blair's 
head  of  column  was  thirteen  miles  southwest  of  Cheraw  last  night.  General 
Jackson's  division  of  the  20th  corps  pushed  Butler's  cavalry  at  a  nin  through 
Chesterfield  and  across  the  bridges  of  Thompson's  creek,  saving  the  one  on  the 
TVadesboro'  road,  excepting  one  post,  which  the  enemy  had  time  to  cut.  The 
other  bridge  on  the  Cheraw  road  was  burned.  The  balance  of  the  corps  is  pretty 
well  strung  out  by  reason  of  the  roads.  I  don't  know  exactly  where  General 
Davis  is,  but  will  direct  him  on  Sneedsboro',  and  would  like^you  to  report  to  me 
the  nature  of  the  roads,  especially  the  one  from  Mount  Croghan,  by  Sinclair. 
By  the  way,  what  is  your  true  position,  and  you  should  get  a  party  over  on  the 
plank  road  on  the  line  of  Jones's  creek,  and  cut  off  any  courier  line  from  Wades- 
Doro'.  I  think  Hardee  will  try  and  escape  towards  Wadesboro',  and  in  that  event 
you  will  strike  his  flank ;  anyhow  I  want  you  to  let  go  everything  and  cut  his 
column,  reporting  to  me  that  I  may  throw  infantry  across ;  but  until  I  hear  the 
exact  state  of  matters  at  Cheraw,  will  move  the  right  wing  on  Cheraw  and  left 
wing  on  Sneedsboro'.  I  don't  much  care  now  what  Beauregard  does.  He  has 
no  railroad  now  to  circulate  on,  and  must  foot  it,  as  we  do ;  but  he  has  not  the 
trains  that  we  have,  and  he  can  move  more  rapidly  than  we.  I  want,  of  course, 
to  get  across  Pedee,  and  will  then  fight  him  where  he  pleases,  and  don't  care 
for  his  Virginia  re-enforcements ;  we  have  to  meet  them  some  time,  and  now 
as  well  as  later.  Only  let  me  know  in  advance  as  much  as  possible  the  route  or 
'  routes  on  which  his  infantry  moves.  His  cavalry  gives  no  clue  by  which  I  can 
judge.  My  belief,  however,  is,  that  Beauregard  is  tied  to  a  railroad,  and  that 
railroad  will  be  from  Charlotte  to  Danville.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Wilmington 
is,  or  soon  will  be,  in  our  hands,  and,  moreover,  that  Schofield  will,  or  has,  made 
a  lodgement  on  the  Goldsboro'  road.  A  mere  strong  picket  of  observation  to- 
wards Monroe  to  give  General  Davis  notice  of  the  approach  of  danger  will  suffice. 
The  bulk  of  your  force  should  bo  north  of  Thompson's  creek  from  Burche's 
up  towards  Jones's  creek.  Reconnoitring  parties  should  examine  Pedee  from 
Jones's  creek  doMm,  but  do  nothing  to  show  a  purpose  to  cross. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Major  General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865 — 7  a.  m. 
General  :  General  Kilpatrick  reports  that  he  is  near  Blakenev's,  and  will 
move  to-day  around  the  head  of  Thompson's  creek,  to  the  neignboriiood  of 
Sinclair,  and  reconnoitre  well  across  to  the  Pedee.    General  Blak  alao  reports 
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from  his  position  thirteen  miles  from  Cheraw,  on  the  Camden  road.  General 
Howard  baited  bim  there  until  the  15th  corps  got  up  in  supporting  distance. 
The  15th  corps  has  been  delayed  by  all  sorts  of  mishaps  occasioned  by  high 
water,  but  General  Blair,  pursuant  to  my  orders,  is  moving  straight  on  Cheraw. 
I  want  you  to  finisli  up  the  two  bridges  here ;  get  up  your  troops  from  the  rear, 
and  move  the  20th  corps  towards  Cheraw,  north  of  Thompson's  creek,  until  you 
know  General  Blair  is  in  Cheraw,  when  it  will  work  across  to  the  plank  road 
and  up  to  Sneedsboro',  where  I  design  your  wing  and  the  cavalry  to  cross  over. 
You  may  instruct  General  Davis  to  move  on  Sncedsboro*  at  once,  but  I  don't 
see  as  he  can  do  better  than  to  come  here  and  use  your  upper  bridge,  unless  he 
gets  better  roads  and  more  forage  by  Mount  Croghan,  Sinclair,  MacQuaig's,  &c. 

I  believe  that  Hardee  is  at  Cheraw  with  his  Charleston  garrison,  and  it  may 
be  part  of  the  Wilmington  force,  but  I  rather  think  these  latter  will  be  used  to 
meet  Schofield  about  Gcldsboro',  but  I  want  Hardee  attacked  rapidly  and  boldly, 
if  in  any  position  this  side  of  the  Pedee.  If  he  makes  the  mistake  to  fight  on 
this  side,  we  ought  to  catch  him.  I  have  instructed  General  Kilpatrick  to  get 
a  brigade  of  cavalry  across  to  the  plank  road  at  once,  to  observe  and  attack  any 
force  moving  on  that  road  from  any  direction.  If  Hardee  tries  to  escape  towards 
Wadeaboro',  we  must  let  go  our  trains  and  attack  him  in  flank.  I  think  Beau- 
regard without  many  wagons  is  tied  to  his  Charlotte  and  Danville  railroad.  Ho 
would  not  dare  depend  on  the  coast  road,  held  as  it  is  and  thniatened  at  Golds- 
boro*.  Let  us  get  across  the  Pedee  at  all  hazards,  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
then  we  are  all  right  with  Fayetteville  as  our  objective,  and  the  Capo  Fear 
river  as  an  alternate  base  of  operations. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

Major  General  Slocum. 

Commanding  Left  Wing, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  CkeHerfield,  S,  6'.,  March  3,  1865— 2^  p.  m, 
General  :  Your  despatch  of  3.30  p.  m.  yesterday  from  Black  creek  is  just 
received.    I  wrote  this  a.  m.  to  General  Blair  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  you,  which 
BMy  reach  yoa  before  this,  but  will  repeat. 

General  Slocum  took  Chesterfield  yesterday,  driving  Butler's  cavalry  to  and 
tnroDgh  the  town,  but  the  enemy  broke  one  of  the  bridges  and  burned  the  other. 
Both  are  now  repaired,  and  General  Slocum  will  push  one  division  down  on  the 
north  bank  bo  as  to  uncover  your  crossing;  but  send  me  word  as  soon  as  you 
are  over  that  the  20th  corps  may  cross  over  to  the  Pedee  towards  Sneedsboro', 
where  I  want  his  wing  and  the  cavalry  to  cross.  Of  course  I  am  a  little  impa- 
tient to  get  across  Pedee  before  Beauregard  can  swing  around  from  Charlotte 
and  Salisbury  and  oppose  our  crossing.  Once  across  the  Pedee  I  don't  fear 
the  whole  confederate  army,  for,  if  need  be,  we  can  swing  in  against  the  right 
bank  of  Cape  Fear,  and  work  down  until  we  meet  our  people ;  but  I  shall  aim 
U  reach  Fayetteville  and  Goldsboro',  where  I  know  Schofield  must  now  be. 

I  have  ordered  General  Davis  from  MacManus'  bridge  via  Mount  Croghan  to 
Sneedsboro',  and  Kilpatrick  is  above  him  towards  Wadesboro'.  Roads  are  very 
bad  up  here,  either  quick-sand  or  red  clay.  The  country  is  also  poor;  still,  thus 
far  we  find  forage,  bacon,  and  corn-meal. 

I  met  at  Winnsboro'  Mrs.  Aiken,  wife  of  the  very  Colonel  Aiken  you  report 
as  killed  in  the  fight  with  Duncan.  She  was  a  Miss  Gayle,  of  Mobile,  sister  of 
3Ir8.  General  Gorgas,  of  the  rebel  ordnance  department.  In  her  conversation 
with  me  she  said  she  supposed  her  husband  would  have  to  "submit"  or  get 
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killed,  and  I  answered  her  that  "  eucli  was  the  case,"  but  I  hardlj  thought  bo 
soon  to  be  a  prophet. 

I  will  send  your  letter  to  General  Slocum  with  instructions  to  read  it,  and 
push  one  or  two  divisions  down  towards  Cheraw  as  fast  as  possible,  leaving  his 
wagons  near  the  Sneedsboro'  road.  1  will  stay  here  to-night,  and  to-n\orrow  go 
down  in  hopes  to  go  into  Cheraw.  I  don't  believe  Hardee  will  fight  on  this 
Bide  the  river,  and  it  is  now  too  late  for  him  to  slip  out  hy  way  of  Wadesboro'. 
Your  rear  division  will  have  plenty  of  time  to  close  up  while  you  are  getting 
your  crossing  secured  and  bridged.  I  take  it  all  the  bridges  across  Thompson's 
creek  are  gone,  unless  it  be  the  railroad  bridge,  which  may  have  been  spared  for 
the  sake  of  the  rebel  wounded  that  must  still  be  there.  I  also  feel  confident  that 
Wilmington  is  in  our  possession,  and  that  none  of  its  garrison  is  at  Cheraw. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Howard. 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tkejieldy  Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865 — 5.45  p.  m. 
General  :  Your  despatch  from  Cheraw  to  the  general-in  chief  is  received. 
He  has  written  you  twice  to-day,  viz.,  once  direct,  and  once  through  General 
Blair ;  and  he  desires  me  to  say  those  letters  contain  his  views  and  wishes  as 
regards  immediate  operations,  t.  e,,  for  you  to  concentrate  your  command  at 
Cheraw,  and  make  a  crossing  of,  and  lodgement  beyond  the  Fedee  with  all 
possible  despatch,  as  it  is  all-important  that  we  at  once  hold  its  left  bank. 

If  you  think  you  will  have  time,  the  general  would  like  to  have  you  send 
any  kind  of  a  force  from  the  rear  portion  of  your  command,  (probably  mounted 
would  bo  the  best,)  down  to  Florence,  with  directions  to  destroy  everything  of 
public  property  there.     We  will  come  into  Cheraw  to-morrow  morning. 
It  is  not  probable  there  is  much  of  an  enemy  at  Florence. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Major  General  Howard, 

Coinmanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Chesterfield,  S.  C,  March  3,  1865. 
General:  To-morrow  the  general-in-chief  will  move  into  Cheraw  and  join 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee.     He  wishes  you  to  proceed  and  cross  the  Pedee 
with  your  command  at  Sneedsboro',  as  soon  as  possible,  and  also  directs  me  to 
Bay  he  will  make  full  orders  at  Cheraw  for  the  next  movement 
I  am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing, 


BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  SHERMAN.         337 

Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Cheraw,  S,  C,  March  4,  1S65 — 8  p.  m. 
X:  I  got  here  at  10  a.  m.,  and  found  the  17tli  corps  in  town,  and 
ontoon  bridge  across  the  Pedee.     The  15th  corps  is  also  here,  and 
s  are  coining  in  all  safe.     The  bridge  is  down;  one  division  (Mower's) 
lid  is  skirmishing  abont  two  miles  out 
commanded  here,  and  had,  it  is  said,  about  fifteen  thousand  men,  but 

he  had  more  than  the  Charleston  garrison  and  S.  D.  Lee's  corps,  in 
OBand.  There  was  a  gunboat  here  that  had  come  up  when  the  Yan- 
jkorgetown,  but  it  was  blown  up  to-day,  about  six  miles  down  the 
lere  is  a  good  deal  of  propertv  here,  such  as  guns,  (25,)  ammunition, 
lore  of  a  town  than  I  expected  to  find. 

Howard  has  sent  a  mounted  force  to  destroy  property  at  and  near 
which  cannot  return  before  the  day  after  to-morrow,  by  which  time 
)  can  have  all  his  command  across.  Of  course,  the  sooner  we  reach 
le  the  better,  but  we  must  move  in  compact  masses,  as  either  column 
inter  the  whole  of  Hardee's  command,  and  it  may  be  re-enforced  by 
Charleston.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Schofield  is  at  work  in  North  Cai^ 
eel  assured  he  is  fully  possessed  of  my  views,  and  will  have  Golds- 

both  the  Wilmington  and  Newbern  roads,  done  by  the  15th  instant, 
•pointed.  Still,  it  is  but  prudent  to  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  collect 
>d  possible,  in  case  we  are  delayed  thereabouts.    There  is  a  story 

eix  thousand  of  Schofield's  men  are  already  at  Fayetteville,  which 
jreat  success,  better  than  we  expected ;  but  I  know  General  Gram 

no  efforts  to  second  us ;  he  is  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  our 
I. 

IT  bridge  down,  and  cross  over  as  fast  as  possible,  and  stretch  out  on 
you  want,  and  I  will  order  General  Howard  to  conform  to  you.     it 
it  out  ten  miles  during  all  Tuesday,  it  will  be  as  much  as  I  expect. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
eneral  Slocum,  Commanding  Left  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Cheraw,  S.  C„  March  4,  ISC'*  — S  p.  m. 

L:  I  have  just  received  your  note,  and  the  copy  of  your  orders.  I 
be  surprised  if  it  were  true  that  some  of  Schofield's  command  were 
ville.  I  know  General  Grant's  anxiety  for  us,  and  he  will  move 
I  earth  to  co-operate.  Your  orders  are  all  right.  I  have  written  to 
ocum,  who  is  at  Sneedsboro',  and  he  will  use  the  roads  by  Mark's 
McFarland's  bridge,  and  all  roads  north  of  it.  It  may  be  well  for 
General  Slocum  have  a  day's  start,  that  the  column  may  assume  an 
7ards  the  north.  General  Slocum  can  hardly  have  all  across  earlier 
lay,  and  I  have  intimated  that  I  would  like  him  to  be  ten  miles  out 
Tuesday.  The  river  with  him  seems  to  be  wider  than  with  you. 
K)d  scout  or  two  ready  for  me  to  send  a  message  to  Wilmington  as 
r  of  your  heads  of  columns  are  across  Lumber  river. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 
eneral  Howard, 
tmanding  Right  Wing, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  (he  field,  Cher  aw,  S*  C,  March  5,  1865. 

General:  I  was  on  the  point  of  making  an  order  for  the  next  movementt 
but  on  looking  over  my  last,  No.  16,  I  find  it  covers  the  gronnd  up  to  our  next 
objective.  You  have  the  choice  of  roads,  and  I  understand  from  Captain  Lud- 
low that  you  want  McFarland's  and  Love's  bridges.  All  right.  Let  General 
Davis  lead  into  Fayetteville,  holding  the  20th  corps  in  support,  with  the  cavalry 
on  his  left  rear.  I  will  held  General  Howard  back,  but  close  enough  to  come 
up  if  Johnston  wants  to  fight.  I  will  now  fight  him  if  he  dare,  and,  therefore, 
wish  you  to  act  on  that  idea,  keeping  each  corps  ready  to  hold  the  enemy  if  he 
appears  in  force  on  your  left,  but  his  strength  must  be  developed  before  other 
corps  are  called  from  their  roads.  I  have  notified  General  Howard  of  this  order, 
and  he  has  simply  asked,  instead  of  holding  on  here  to  make  slow  marches,  to 
gather  forage  and  meal.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  his  orders  of  march.  I  also  send 
you  an  open  letter  for  General  Kilpatrick,  which  read  and  forward  to  him. 
Major  Audenreid,  of  my  staff,  left  him  yesterday  ten  miles  this  side  of  Wades- 
boro*,  and  my  orders  to  him  were  to  hold  his  command,  covering  all  roads,  espe- 
cially the  plank  road  between  Wadesboro'  and  your  troops.  After  you  have 
got  a  covering  force  across  the  Pedee,  let  Kilpatrick  have  the  bridge,  and  move 
out  to  your  left  front — say  Rockingham.  We  have  been  badly  treated  by  the 
weather,  but  1  hope  for  a  better  spell  henceforth. 

I  will  get  messages  through  to  Wilmington  the  moment  any  head  of  column 
is  across  Lumber  creek,  and  feel  sure  that  Schofield  will  meet  us  in  force  at 
Goldsboro'.  1  will  draw  from  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Wilmington  at  least 
twenty-five  thousand  men  to  re-enforce  our  army  at  Goldsboro',  and  will  put 
them  under  Schofield,  as  the  centre  or  reserve,  restoring  the  organization  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  With  that  army  replenished  and  refreshed  we  can  make 
things  move.  Indeed,  1  feel  confident  that  nothing  can  now  stand  before  us. 
I  find  here  additional  signs  of  discomfiture  ;  three  thousand  six  hundred  barrels 
of  powder  are  among  our  spoils,  and  the  surgeons  of  the  confederate  hospitals 
admit  that  Hardee  left  them  without  supplies,  or  even  orders.  Keep  me  well 
advised  of  progress,  and  1  will  make  things  conform  to  your  movements. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  S locum. 

Commanding  Left  Wing, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldy  Cheraw,  8.  C,  March  5,  1865. 

General  :  I  was  on  the  point  of  making  a  new  general  order  of  movement, 
but  on  examining  my  last,  No.  16,  I  find  it  provides  for  the  next  sta^.  Gen- 
eral Howard  has  crossed  here,  and  is  now  passing  trains  and  troops,  but  I  will 
hold  him  back  to  allow  General  Slocum  to  lead  to  Fayetteville. 

General  Howard  has  sent  some  mounted  infantry  down  to  Florence  to  damage 
things  there,  and  they  cannot  return  until  to-morrow.  In  the  mean  time  General 
Slocum  will  pass  over  and  move  out  on  roads  leading  to  McFarland's  and 
Love's  bridges.  I  will  hold  the  right  wing  back,  and  in  reserve,  keeping  on 
roads  to  the  south  of  General  Slocum.  As  soon  as  he  has  a  covering  force 
across  the  Peedee  he  will  notify  you  and  give  you  his  bridge,  when  move  out 
to  Rockingham,  and  thence  conform  to  his  movements,  getting  up  to  Solemn 
Grove,  and  thence  along  down  south  of  Little  river  to  ^e  roads  coming  into 
Fayetteville  from  Manchester.    •  ' 
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There  is  a  rumor  here  that  General  Schofield  is  already  at  Fayetteville.  It 
10  certain  he  took  Wilmington  not  by  the  evacuation  of  the  place,  but  by  force, 
e^Lpturing  Haygood's  brigade.  This  simplifies  our  work  very  much,  and  will 
g^-ve  me  large  re-enforcements  as  soon  as  I  need  them. 

Pardee  left  here  in  haste  and  confusion,  going  across  Pedee  and  burning  the 
bx^dge,  but  we  have  already  a  pontoon  bridge  across,  and  two  divisions  out  a 
coxiple  miles.     Butler's  division  of  savalry  is  with  him.     The  enemy  left  here 
va.la&ble  stores,  twenty-four  good  guns,  three  thousand  six  hundred  barrels  pow- 
der, two  thousand  muskets,  the  hospitals,  and  much  ammunition  and  stores. 

I  don't  think  Joe  Johnston  will  try  to  concentrate  his  forces  this  side  of 
Kaleigh. 

Your,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding^ 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry, 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Cheraw,  S.  C,  March  6,  1865. 
General  :  I  shall,  in  person,  to-day  cross  the  Pedee,  and  go  out  on  the 
main  Fayetteville  road  about  ^ve  miles,  to  the  point  of  Phill's  creek  where  are 
encamped  two  divisions  of  the  15th  corps.  There  I  shall  await  the  fact  that 
you  are  all  across  and  off  for  Fayetteville,  and  will  try  and  hold  the  right  wing 
ready  to  turn  to  you  in  case  Johnston  attempts  to  strike  you  in  flank,  or  to 
more  on  towards  Fayetteville,  aiming  to  arrive  there  at  or  near  about  the  same 
time  with  your  rear.  I  propose  your  command  should  first  enter  and  occupy 
Fayetteville,  and  secure  the  bridge,  if  possible ;  otherwise  to  make  a  lodgement 
•O0B8  with  pontoons.  En  route  break  the  railroad  which  is  known  as  the  Wil- 
"wngton  and  Charlotte ;  but  it  is  only  partially  down  to  Rockingham.  It  is  of 
little  importance,  but  being  on  it,  we  might  as  well  use  up  some  of  its  iron.  At 
Ite  depots  you  may  find  some  com  and  meal. 

On  approaching  Fayetteville  you  may  give  out  that  if  the  bridge  is  destroyed 
^e  will  deal  harshly  by  the  town  ;  but  if  there  be  no  positive  resistance,  and 
if  the  enemy  spare  the  bridge,  I  wish  the  town  to  be  dealt  with  generously.  Of 
fwirae  we  will  dispose  of  all  public  stores  and  property,  but  will  spare  private 
nouses.  Use  wheat,  com,  meal,  bacon,  animals,  wagons,  &c.,  needed  by  your 
command,  but  try  and  keep  the  foragers  from  insulting  families,  by  word  or 
radenesB.  It  might  be  well  to  ins  tract  your  brigade  commanders  that  we  are 
DOW  out  of  South  Carolina,  and  that  a  little  moderation  may  be  of  political  con- 
wquence  to  us  in  North  Carolina. 

At  Fayetteville,  if  we  can  secure  boats  of  any  kind,  even  coal-flats,  I  will  send 
d<>wn  Cape  Fear  river  the  bulk  of  the  refugees,  white  and  black,  which  swells 
^  numbers  and  consumes  the  food  necessary  for  our  combatants.  I  have  noi 
doubt  of  having  daily  intercourse  with  you  by  courier  or  in  person,  and  only 
name  these  points  that  you  may  initiate  measures  to  accomplish  these  ends. 

^he  enemy  has  abandoned  many  caissons  loaded  with  ammunition,  on  his 
'^^  of  retreat,  and  if  you  can  push  or  threaten  him  about  Rockingham  1  doubt 
^t  he  will  drop  more.     The  moment  General  Davis  strikes  the  plank  road  he 
should  push  with  all  possible  speed  into  Fayetteville. 
xours,  troly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

^  .  Major  General  Commanding. 

^*Jor  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  Sneedsboro*. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldy  near  CheraWf  S.  C,  March  6,  1865. 

General  :  A  copy  of  your  orders,  iesued  at  Easterling's  for  to-morrow's  move- 
ment, enclosed  to  tne  general-in-chief,  has  been  received.  The  general  desires 
me  to  say  the  order  is  satisfactory  to  him,  and  in  modification  has  only  instructed 
General  Logan  to  remain  in  his  present  camp  until  such  time  as  the  20th  corps, 
now  passiug,  can  get  by  him  on  to  the  left-hand  road  via  Clark's  creek. 
I  am,  general,  yours  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  GcneraL 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


HEADQUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE   MISSISSIPPI, 

In  thejieldt  Camp  on  Fayetteville  Road, 

13  miles  from  Cheraw,  March  7,  1865. 

General  :  Yours  of  this  date,  11  a.  m.,  is  just  received.  I  am  well  pleased 
to  learn  that  Hardee  is  making  well  north.  Though  willing  to  fight  Joe  John- 
ston, who  now  commands  in  chief,  I  would  prefer  to  work  over  to  the  new  base, 
to  clear  our  columns  of  the  impediments  and  make  junction  with  Schofield, 
who  is,  doubtless,  working  up  towards  Goldsboro'.  If  I  can  get  that  point 
secure,  with  both  railroads  down  to  Wilmington  and  Newbem,  you  will  perceive 
what  a  base  I  will  have.  Raleigh  will  be  easy  of  conquest,  and  we  can  drive 
all  Carolina  north  of  the  Roanoke,  where  the  concentrated  armies  of  the  Gon- 
federacy  will  have  contracted  foraging  ground.  But  of  that  hereafter.  Now 
I  will  make  for  Fayetteville,  and  only  ask  you  to  keep  up  the  seeming  ap- 
pearance of  pushing  after  Hardee,  but  really  keep  your  command  well  in  hand 
and  the  horses  and  men  in  the  best  possible  order  as  to  food  and  forage. 

To-morrow  night  I  will  send  messengers  with  my  orders  for  Schofield,  bat 
shall  aim  to  reach  Goldsboro'.  I  don't  want  to 'make  southing.  Our  infantiy 
columns  are  doing  well.  I  will  let  Davis  enter  Fayetteville  first,  and  if 
the  people  will  spare  the  bridge,  I  want  all  to  be  easy  on  the  citizens ;  but  if 
they  burn  bridges  or  bother  us,  we  must  go  the  whole  figure.  In  conversation 
with  people  evince  a  determination  to  maintain  the  Union,  but  treat  all  other 
matters  as  beneath  a  soldier's  notice.  Give  us  a  whole  country  with  a  gov- 
emment,  and  leave  details  to  the  lawyers. 

Deal  as  moderately  and  fairly  by  the  North  Carolinians  as  possible,  and 
fan  the  flame  of  discord  already  subsisting  between  them  and  their  proud  cousins 
of  South  Carolina.  There  never  was  much  love  between  them.  Touch  upon 
the  chivalry  running  away,  always  leaving  their  families  for  us  to  feed  and 
protect,  and  then  on  purpose  accusing  us  of  all  sorts  of  rudeness. 

I  expect  to  reach  Fayetteville  by  Saturday,  and  I  will  determine  as  quick  as 
possible  what  is  next  for  you,  but  I  don't  see  as  you  can  do  better  than  hold  on 
that  flank.  There  is  a  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry  left  down  in  the  pocket 
about  Florence  that  might  be  caught,  but  it  won't  pay  to  chase  them.  Horse 
flesh  is  too  precious.  Keep  your  horses  in  the  best  order  for  the  day  when  we 
must  have  a  big  fight ;  not,  however,  on  this  turn. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Comfnanding. 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Rockingham. 
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[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Laurel  Hill,  N.  G.,  Wednesday,  March  8,  1865. 
IMANDING  Officer,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

7e  are  marching  on  Fayetteville ;  will  be  there  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday » 
then  will  march  for  Goldeboro'. 

f  possible,  send  a  boat  up  Gape  Fear  river,  and  have  word  conveyed  to 
leral  Schofield  that  I  expect  to  meet  him  about  Gx)ldBboro'.  We  are  all 
Q  and  have  done  finely.  The  rain  makes  our  roads  difficult  and  may  delay 
about  Fayetteville,  in  which  case  I  would  like  to  have  some  bread,  sugar, 
L  coffee;  we  have  abundance  of  all  else.  I  expect  to  reach  Goldsboro'  by 
t  20th  instant. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Jiddt  Bethel  Church,  2%  mUei  from  Fayetteville,  N,  C, 

March  lO;  1865—2  p.  m. 
General  :  Yours  of  11.20  is  just  received.  The  heavy  rain  last  night 
aght  Hazen's  train  in  a  swamp,  and  he  has  had  to  corduroy  five  miles,  and 
a  train  is  not  up  yet.  General  Gorse  is'  behind  him,  just  on  this  side  of  Lumber 
W.  I  will  come  on  in  the  morning  as  fast  as  possible,  but  you  may  go  on ,  ready 
►  npport  General  Slocum,  who  reports,  that  ne  will  be  ready  to  enter  Fayette- 
Olfe  to-morrow.  I  have  no  doubt  Johnston  will  try  and  get  some  troops  to 
ppoBe,  and  it  is  well  for  us  to  anticipate  his  preparations,  and  therefore  you 
■7  posh  so  as  to  threaten  the  town  on  the  southwest.  Let  General  Blair 
U6  from  the  plank  road  to  the  river  the  two  divisions  of  the  15th  corps  on 
k  direct  road  communicating  with  Williams  on  the  left,  but  let  Slocum  break 
■to  town. 

I  will  send  a  staff  officer  to  him  at  daylight  with  orders  to  shove  right  in  and 
■A  for  the  bridge. 

I  think  if  the  enemy  fights  us  with  a  bridge  to  his  rear,  he  commits  a  mistake, 
■  vbich  we  must  take  immediate  advantage. 

If  any  cause  delay  me  have  preparations  made  at  once  to  cross  over  to  the 
■tbank  of  Cape  Fear,  below  the  town,  but  we  will  pause  thereabouts  until  we 
•  get  some  real  news  from  Wilmington.  You  may  send  any  number  of  mes- 
BBpn  to  convey  the  intelligence  that  we  are  hereabouts,  ail  well,  and  bound 
•Gfoldsboro,'  unless  necessity  force  us  toward  Wilmington. 
I  regret  that  this  column  has  lost  this  day,  but  it  seems  inevitable. 
Tours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Umjot  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Raft  Swamp,  N.  G„  March  10,  1865. 
:  The  heavy  rain  of  last  night  caught  the  column  with  which  I  am. 
iB  swamp,  which  is  bottomless,  and  has  to  be  cleared  and  corduroyed  for 
Of  to  let  the  trains  and  artillery  pass. 
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The  17th  corps  is  now  at  Rockfish  creek,  and  will  have  time  to  repair  the 
bridges  and  push  into  Fayetteville  to-morrow,  Saturday.  I  want  70U  to  go  in 
first ;  this  you  can  do  in  your  own  way,  but  General  Howard  will  have  the  17th 
corps  and  two  divisions  of  the  1  »5th  corps  near  enough  to  support.  Do  all  that 
is  possible  to  secure  the  bridge  across  Cape  Fear;  but  if,  as  I  suppose  will  be 
the  case,  the  enemy  bum  it,  effect  a  lodgement  at  once  across,  and  make  a  pon- 
toon bridge  with  a  brigade  across  intrenched.  We  will  wait  there  some  days. 
Destroy  nothing  until  I  meet  you  unless  there  be  special  reason  that  yon  know 
I  will  approve.     I  will  try  and  be  near  you  at  sunset. 

Should  it  be  that  Johnston  has  resolved  to  defend  Fayetteville  with  a  large 
force,  it  is  to  our  interest,  and  you  can  engage  his  attention  on  the  north  and 
northwest,  while  General  Howard  closes  in  to  the  southwest.  Avoid  intrench- 
ments,  but  make  haste  to  prevent  the  making  of  them. 

I  send  you  this  message,  which  may  seem  superfluous,  but  I  am  with  troopsi 
delayed  by  the  swamp,  and  cannot  afford  to  leave  anything  to  chance.  I  have 
sent  messengers  and  orders  to  Wilmington. 

I  set  much  store  on  a  lodgement  east  of  Cape  Fear  river,  and  would  advise 
your  having  the  pontoons  convenient. 

The  weather  is  now  clearing  away,  and  will  give  us,  I  hope,  some  days  ol 
sunshine.  Our  roads  here  are  swampy  in  the  extreme,  but  yours,  I  hope,  haves 
proven  better. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.T.SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Fayetteville,  N,  C,  March  11,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  just  received  your  report,  and  read  it  with  great  eatisiae- 
tion.  I  feared  it  was  more,  as  the  enemy  claims  from  two  to  four  hundred  pris- 
oners, which  were  conducted  through  Fayetteville.  You  may  rest  a  couple  of 
days,  and  then  be  ready  to  cross  the  river.  1  think  there  are  some  of  the  enemy 
that  failed  to  escape  across  the  bridge.  You  might  send  a  strong  foraging  party 
up  to  the  Little  river  bridge,  and  burn  the  railroad  bridge.  The  enemy  have  sent 
a  good  deal  of  ordnance  up  towards  the  coal  mines  on  the  railroad.  I  would 
like  to  have  it  and  the  cars  and  the  locomotives  destroyed,  but  can  hardly 
spare  time.  We  will  lay  the  pontoons  to-morrow  and  cross  on  Monday.  1 
am  at  the  arsenal.  I  did  not  get  a  despatch  from  you  at  Solemn  Grove. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  11,  1865. 
Major  General  Terry,  Wilmington  : 

I  have  just  received  your  despatch  of  the  7th.  We  entered  Fayetteville  to- 
day, Hardee  retreating  eastward  with  twenty  thousand  men,  and  burning  the 
bridge  across  Gape  Fear  river.  We  will  cross  the  river  to-morrow  and  start  for 
Goldsboro'  on  Tuesday.     You  can  calculate  the  time  of  my  anivml  bj  die 
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ther.     I  will  strike  the  Wilmington  railroad  about  Faison's.     We  are  all 

U  and  have  destroyed  a  vast  amount  of  stores,  and  done  the  enemy  irrepara- 

damage.    I  wi]l  destroy  the  arsenal  utterly.     I  want  everything  conceutra^ 

at  or  as  near  Goldsboro'  as  possible,  with  the  railroad  finished  as  near  as 

§ible. 

Ve  have  a  large  number  of  negroes  and  refugees  that  I  may  send  to  Wil- 

gton. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[By  scoat] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Fat/etteville,  N.  C,  March  11,  1865. 
aeral  Terry,  Wilmington,  K  C: 

[  may  send  a  train  of  wagons  down  the  road  along  Gape  Fear  river  to  con- 
T  refugees  and  negroes  that  have  followed  my  army  from  South  Carolina. 
Please  ask  Admiral  Porter  to  have  some  gunboats  feel  up  Cape  Fear  river 
high  as  Elizabeth  City,  or  at  all  events  as  high  up  as  the  wreck  of  the  Chic- 
lauga,  at  Indian  Wells.     The  rebels  burned  their  steamboats  here. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Fayelteville,  N,  C„  March  12,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  just  received  your  message  by  the  tug  which  left  Wil- 
UBgtoQ  at  2  p.  m.  yesterday,  and  arrived  here  without  trouble.     The  scout  who 
tOQghtme  your  cipher  message  started  back  last  night  with  my  answers,  which 
P6  superseded  by  the  fact  of  your  opening  the  river. 

General  Howard  just  reports  that  no  has  secured  one  of  the  enemy's  steam- 
■•te  below  the  city,  and  General  Slocum  will  try  to  secure  two  known  to  be 
*ve,  and  we  will  load  them  with  refugees,  white  and  black,  which  have  clung 
'  our  ekirts,  impeded  our  movements,  and  consumed  our  food. 
We  have  swept  the  country  well  from  Savannah  here,  and  my  men  and 
'^Qtals  are  in  fine  condition.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  foul  weather,  I  would 
'^e  caught  Hardee  at  Cheraw,  or  here ;  but  at  Columbia,  Cheraw,  and  here, 
^  got  immense  stores,  and  have  destroyed  machinery,  guns,  ammunition,  and 
^perty,  of  inestimable  value  to  our  enemy.  At  all  points  he  has  fled  from  us, 
*^ding  not  on  the  order  of  his  going." 

I*he  people  of  South  Carolina,  instead  of  feeding  Lee's  army,  will  now  call 
Lee  to  feed  them. 

I  Want  you  to  send  me  all  the  shoes,  stockings,  drawers,  sugar,  coflfee,  and 
^t  you  can  spare ;  finish  the  loads  with  oats  or  com.  Have  the  boats  escort- 
ed let  them  run  at  nights  at  any  risk.  We  must  not  lose  time  for  Joe  John- 
•^  to  concentrate  at  Goldsboro'.  We  cannot  prevent  his  concentrating  at  Ra- 
Rh,  but  he  shall  have  no  rest.  I  want  General  Schofield  to  go  on  with  his 
•froad  from  Newborn  as  far  as  he  can,  and  you  do  the  same  from  Wilmington. 
We  can  get  the  roads  to,  and  secure  Goldsboro'  by  April  10,  it  will  be  soon 
•^h,  but  everv  day  now  is  worth  a  million  of  dollars.  I  can  whip  Joe 
^Wton  provided  he  don't  catch  one  of  my  corps  in  flank,  and  I  will  see  that 
J  army  marches  hence  to  Goldsboro'  in  compact  form. 
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I  must  rid  my  army  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  thouBand  useless  mouths;  as  many 
to  go  down  Cape  Fear  as  possible,  and  balance  to  go  in  the  vehicles  and  on  cap- 
tured horses  via  Clinton  to  Wilmington. 

I  thank  you  for  the  energetic  action  that  has  marked  your  course,  and  shaU 
be  moit  happy  to  meet  you. 

I  am  truly  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Terry, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Forces,  Wilmington,  N,  C, 


Hbadquabters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  FayetteviUe,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 

Dear  General  :  We  reached  this  place  yesterday  at  noon — Hardee,  as  usual* 
retreating  across  the  Cape  Fear,  i)umiDg  his  bridge  but  our  pontoons  will  be  up 
to-day,  and  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  I  will  be  after  him  towards  Goldsboro'. 

A  tug  has  just  come  up  from  Wilmington,  and  before  I  get  off  from  here 
I  hope  to  get  up  from  Wilmington  some  shoes  and  stockings,  sugar,  coffee,  and 
flour.  We  are  abundantly  supplied  in  all  else,  having  in  a  measure  lived  off 
the  country. 

The  army  is  in  splendid  health,  condition,  and  spirit,  though  we  have  had 
foul  weather  and  roads  that  would  have  stopped  travel  to  almost  any  other  body 
of  men  I  ever  heard  of. 

Our  march  was  substantially  what  I  designed — straight  on  Columbia,  feigning 
on  Branch viile  and  Augusta.  We  destroyed,  in  passing,  the  railroad  from  the 
Edisto  nearly  up  to  Aiken;  again  from  Orangeburg  to  the  Congaree;  again  from 
Columbia  down  to  Kingsville  and  the  Wateree,  and  up  towards  Charlotte  as  &r 
as  the  Chester  line ;  thence  I  turned  east  on  Cheraw,  and  thence  to  Fayette- 
ville.  At  Columbia  we  destroyed  immense  arsenals  and  railroad  establishments, 
among  which  were  forty-three  cannon.  At  Cheraw  we  found  also  machinery 
and  material  of  war  from  Charleston,  among  which  twenty-five  guns  and  three 
thousand  six  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  and  here  we  find  about  twenty  guns 
and  a  magnificent  United  States  arsenal. 

We  cannot  afford  to  leave  detachments,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  destroy  this 
valuable  arsenal,  for  the  enemy  shall  not  have  its  use ;  and  the  United  States 
should  never  again  confide  such  valuable  property  to  a  people  who  have  betrayed 
a  trust. 

I  could  leave  here  to-morrow,  but  want  to  clean  my  columns  of  the  vast  crowd 
of  refugees  and  negroes  that  encumber  me ;  some  I  will  send  down  the  river  in 
boats,  and  the  balance  I  will  send  to  Wilmington  by  land  under  small  escort  as 
soon  as  we  are  across  Cape  Fear  river. 

I  hope  you  have  not  been  uneasy  about  us,  and  that  the  fruits  of  this  march 
will  be  appreciated.  It  had  to  be  made  not  only  to  secure  the  valuable  depots 
by  the  way,  but  its  incidents,  in  the  necessary  fall  of  Charleston,  Georgetown, 
and  Wilmington.  If  I  can  now  add  Goldsboro'  without  too  much  cost,  I  will 
be  in  position  to  aid  you  materially  in  the  spring  campaign. 

Joe  Johntson  may  try  to  interpose  between  me  here  and  Schofield  about  New- 
bem  ;  but  I  think  he  will  not  try  that,  but  concentrate  his  scattered  armies  at 
Raleigh,  and  I  will  go  straight  at  him  as  soon  as  I  get  my  men  reciothed  and 
our  wagons  reloaded. 

Keep  everybody  busy  and  let  Stoneman  push  towards  Greensboro'  or  Charlotte 
from  Knoxvillc  ;  even  a  feint  in  that  quarter  will  be  most  important. 
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T'Xme  railroad  from  Charlotte  to  Danville  is  all  that  is  left  the  enemy,  and  it 
won  '"C^  do  for  me  to  go  there  on  account  of  the  red  clay  hills,  that  are  impassable 
o  w^t^eels  in  wet  weather. 
I   ^3Jcpect  to  make  a  junction  with  General  Schofield  in  ten  days. 
Yours,  truly, 

W^  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General, 
lii^Tit.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  United  States  Army,  City  Point. 


Hbadquartbrs  Milftary  DrvisioN  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fieldy  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 

G^  >JERAL  :  We  reached  this  place  yesterday  without  opposition.     Our  march 
^as  e:sactly  as  I  expected,  and  its  fruits  all  I  could  have  asked  for.     We  have 
destroyed  vast  magazines  at  Columbia,  Cheraw,  and  here,  and  have  destroyed 
efiectnally  the  railroad  system  of  South  Carolina. 

From  Cheraw  I  sent  a  small  cavalry  force  to  Florence,  but  it  found  a  force  of 

Vnfeatry  and  cavalry  more  than  it  could  match,  and  had  to  return,  breaking 

only  the  railroad  trestles  down  as  far  as  Darlington.     The  enemy  still  has  much 

Tttlroad  stock  and  munitions  on  the  track  about  Sumterville  and  Florence,  and 

if  you  can  make  up  a  force  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  out  of  your 

Cnarleston  and  Savannah  garrisons,  I  want  you  to  reach  that  road  and  destroy 

everything  possible,  and  exhaust  the  country  of  supplies.     The  best  points  of 

^epiiure  are  Georg<?town  and  the  Santee  bridge.     I  think  Admiral  Dahlgren 

could  send  some  light  gunboats  up  the  Santee,  but  don't  know  enough  about 

the  bar.    The  distance  from  Georgetown  does  not  exceed  sixty  miles,  and  we 

^k  on  sixty  miles  as  a  pleasant  excursion.    As  soon  as  you  accomplish  this, 

jeduce  your  garrisons  at  Savannah  and  Charleston  to  the  minimum,  and  re-en- 

rorce  the  movement  on  Goldsboro',  which  is  the  real  objective  now.     I  expect 

to  be  there  in  ten  days. 

My  army  is  in  splendid  health  and  condition,  and  we  have  had  no  battle  in- 

^oJving  more  than  a  single  brigade  or  division  at  a  time.     Our  foragers  have 

^  plenty  of  fighting  on  a  limited  scale,  and  have  gathered  more  bacon,  chick- 

^»  turkeys,  and  corn-meal  than  I  believed  were  in  the  country.     We  are  now 

^v"  short  of  bread,  sugar,  and  coffee,  and  our  men  have  been  so  much  in  the 

Qd  and  water  that  shoes  and  stockings  are  scarce.     Send  to  Gt)ldsboro',  via 

C'^'oern,  all  the  clothing  you  can  spare. 

I  am  truly  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
.     ^  Major  General  Commanding, 

^^or  General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Souths  Charleston,  S.  C, 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Fayetteville,  N,  C,  Sunday,  March  12,  1865. 

Gb^'Tlr.\ien  :   We  need,  very  much,  shoes,  stockings,  drawers,  and  pants ; 

•^^^^^r,  bread,  sugar,  and  coffee ;  all  else  we  have  in  abundance.    I  cannot 

afford  to  stay  here  longer  than  Wednesday.    The  river  is  now  high,  and  if  you, 

or  either  of  you,  are  in  Wilmington,  send  from  there  what  you  can  of  such 

articles  as  I  have  mentioned,  to  the  capacity  of  the  boats  you  have  at  disposal. 

po  not  draw  from  Newbern,  but  collect  there  the  great  depot,  especially,  of 

forage  and  clothing.     My  command  will  need  an  entire  equipment  of  clothing. 

We  have  been  in  water  half  the  time  since  leaving  Savannah,  and  consequently 

the  clothing  is  worn  out.    We  have  not  lost  a  wagon,  and  our  ammal%  vc^  m 
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good  condition ;  but  I  take  it  for  granted  we  shall  find  little  or  no  forage  about 
Goldsboro*. 

Tlie  moment  you  hear  I  am  approaching  Goldsboro'  forward  to  meet  me  with 
clothing  and  bread,  sugar  and  coffee,  and  empty  wagons  will  meet  them. 

We  have  made  a  hard  and  extraordinary  march,  and  achieved  all  I  could 
expect.     We  are  in  good  health  and  fighting  condition. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  ComTnanding. 
Generals  Easton  and  Beckwitb,  or  either, 

at  Wilmington^  North  Carolina, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Lt  the  fieldy  Fayetteville,  N,  C  Sunday,  March  12.  1865. 

General:  We  reached  here  yesterday,  and  will  be  delayed  until  Tuesday 
or  Wednesday  putting  down  pontoons.  I  will  destroy  utterly  the  arsenal  aod 
other  public  property,  and  I  hope  to  get  up  some  shoes  and  small  stores  fiwm 
Wilmington  before  we  leave.  I  will  then  march  in  compact  order  straight  for 
the  bridge  across  Neuse  river,  south  of  Goldsboro'.  I  expect  to  make  junctioii 
with  you  thereabouts.  If  I  don't  find  you  there  I  will  feel  towards  Kinstonand 
Newbern.  I  will  need  clothing  and  provisions.  We  have  gathered  plenty  o^ 
cattle  and  bacon,  and  a  good  deal  of  commeal  and  molasses.  We  have  ako 
found  plenty  of  com  and  fodder,  and  my  animals  are  all  in  good  order.  I  wiD 
have  trains  enough  for  you.  I  have  plenty  wagons  and  mules  for  one  htuidid 
thousand  men,  so  you  need  not  bring  any  from  the  north. 

On  making  junction  with  you,  I  want  you  to  make  your  command  twenty-fiw 
thousand,  and  will  call  it  the  centre,  thus  restoring  our  old  Atlanta  organization. 
Go  on  repairing  the  railroad  towards  Goldsboro',  and  let  Terry  repair  the  Wil- 
mington road  northward  as  far  as  he  can — if  possible,  to  the  Neuse.  I  will  g«t 
the  navy  to  patrol  Cape  Fear  river,  so  as  to  make  the  VVihnington  and  Goldiiboro' 
road  safe.  You  must  judge  as  to  the  mode  and  manner  of  covering  the  railroJ 
from  Goldsboro'  to  Newbern. 

I  have  ordered  General  Foster  to  diminish  his  garrison  of  Savannah,  Gharlefttoo, 
and  Wilmington  to  the  minimum,  and  re-enforce  the  movement  from  Newbern 
on  Goldsboro*.  I  really  do  not  know  if  any  change  has  been  made  in  the  com- 
mand on  the  seaboard ;  but  whether  you  or  Foster  command,  I  want  the  foregoing 
policy  to  be  adopted.  If  I  find  that  holding  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Wit 
miugton  cost  us  too  many  men,  I  would  not  hesitate)  to  destroy  them,  and  a« 
the  garrisons  in  the  field.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  build  up  the  country  wkn 
war  is  over. 

Keep  your  command  well  concentrated,  on  the  defensive,  advancing  as  fasttf 
the  road  is  built;  but  reach  Goldsboro',  if  possible,  and  fortify. 

Hardee  crossed  here  with  a  force  represented  at  twenty  thousand,  but  I  don't 
see  the  signs  of  that  many ;  he  has  six  batteries  of  four  guns  each.  I  suppo* 
Johnston  may  have  up  about  Greensboro',  now  moving  to  lialeigh,  ten  thoiwini 
and  I  estimate  Uokes's  command  at  eight  thousand.  All  told,  he  may  concen- 
trate at  Raleigh  forty  to  forty -five  thousand  men.  I  can  whip  that  number  wilb 
my  present  force,  and  with  yours  and  Terry's  added  we  can  go  wherever  we 
can  live.  We  can  live  where  the  people  do,  and  if  anybody  haa  to  suffer  ^ 
them  suffer. 

Collect  all  the  forage  you  can  at  Newborn ;  also  provisions  and  clothing.  We 
will  need  an  immense  supply  of  clothing,  for  we  have  been  working  from  knee 
to  waist  deep  in  water  for  four  hundred  miles,  and  our  men  will  ne^  reclothiDf 
throughout. 
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Organize  year  command  into  divisions  of  about  five  thousand  men  each,  but 
ion.*t  embrace  any  men  rightfully  belonging  to  the  organizations  now  with  me, 
311 1;  order  them  at  once  to  join  their  proper  brigades  and  divisions  on  our  arrival 
it,  your  neighborhood. 

^"Ve  have  had  so  mach  bad  weather  in  February  and  March  that  I  hope  we 
'HSL'y  now  count  on  a  change  for  the  better. 

1-1  oping  to  meet  you  in  person  in  ten  days,  I  am  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandiitg, 
IkHajor  General  Schopibld, 

Commanding  at  Newhemt  North  Carolina. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Sunday,  March  12,  1865. 

XI>jbar  Sib  :  I  know  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  my  army  has  reached 
tbiis  point  and  have  opened  communication  with  Wilmington.  A  tug- boat  came 
up  tbis  morning  and  will  start  back  at  6  p.  m. 

I  Lave  written  a  letter  to  General  Grant,  the  substance  of  which  he  will  doabi- 

lesB  communicate,  and  it  must  suffice  for  me  to  tell  you  what  I  know  will  give 

yoa  pleasure ;  that  I  have  done  all  I  proposed,  and  the  fruits  seem  to  me  ample 

for  the  time  employed.     Charleston,  Georgetown,  and  Wilmington  are  incidents, 

'while  the  utter  demolition  of  the  railroad  system  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  utter 

destruction  of  the  enemy's  arsenals  of  Columbia,  Cheraw,  and  Fayetteville,  are 

Ae  principals  of  the  movement.     These  points  were  regarded  as  inaccessible  to 

^8,  and  now  no  place  in  the  confederacy  is  safe  against  the  army  of  the  west. 

l*t  Lee  hold  on  to  Eichmond,  and  we  will  destroy  his  country ;  and  then  of  what 

^>^  is  Richmond  ?     He  must  come  out  and  fight  us  on  open  ground,  and  for  that 

We  must  ever  be  ready.    Let  him  stick  behind  his  parapets  and  he  will  perish. 

I  remember  well  what  you  asked  me,  and  think  I  am  on  the  right  road,  though 

^  long  one.     ]^[y  army  is  as  united  and  cheerful  as  ever,  and  as  full  of  confidence 

^  themselves  and  their  leaders  as  ever.     It  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  enu- 

Jnerate  what  wo  have  done,  but  enclose  a  slip  just  handed  me,  which  is  but 

Partial.*     At  Columbia  and  Cheraw  we  destroyed  nearly  all  the  gunpowder 

•od  cartridges  the  confederacy  had  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

I^his  arsenal  is  in  fine  order  and  much  enlarged.    I  cannot  leave  a  detachment 
^  hold  it,  and  therefore  shall  bum  it;  blow  it  up  with  gunpowder,  and  then 
^th  rams  knock  down  its  walls.     I  take  it  for  granted  the  United  States  will 
'^ver  again  trust  Carolina  with  an  arsenal  to  appropriate  at  her  pleasure. 
Hoping  that  good  forture  may  still  attend  my  army,  I  remain  your  si>rvant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  FayeUevilhy  N.  C,  Sunday,  March  12,  1865. 
.  SiR;  3fy  army  is  here,  the  enemy  having  fled  eastward  across  the  river, 
Jj^ing  his  bridge,  but  I  will  have  pontoons  down  to-day.     I  will  be  here  prob- 
*"v  till  Wednesday,  and  would  like  some  of  your  boats  to  come  up  for  effect, 

J,   43  »ang  ^t  Columbia  ;  25  giins  at  Cheraw ;  37  gnns  at  Fayetteville ;  total  85,  of  which 
"^'•fiftlis  are  field  guns,  and  all  are  serviceable,    50  field  and  seige  gim  carria^«,^30 


[^»^5Uttery  wagons,  5  travelling  forges.— (Memorandum  of  General  Bwrry,  chief  of  artil- 
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and,  if  agreeable,  can  give  you  a  load  of  refugees  or  cotton,  at  pleasure.    I  would 
like  to  produce  the  effect  of  a  design  to  establish  a  base,  which,  of  course,  I  do 
not  propose  to  do.     Water  will  continue  high  some  time. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General 
The  Commanding  Opficbb  Gunboat  Flbet, 

Cape  Fear  River. 


Headquabtbbs  Miutaby  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  ihefieldi  FayetteviUe,  If.  C,  Sunday,  March  12,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
General  :  I  have  this  moment  received,  at  the  hands  of  the  two  officers  of 
the  navy  who  came  from  Wilmington  by  canoes  and  land,  your  cipher  despatch 
of  March  4.  I  am  marching  for  Goldsboro',  and  will  start  Wednesday.  I  wrote 
you  fully  to-day,  and  send  by  this  same  opportunity,  viz  :  the  tug-boat  David- 
son that  came  from  Wilmington  last  night. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Schofibld, 

Newbem,  N.  C. 


Headquabtbrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldy  FayetteviUe,  N.  C,  Monday,  March  13,  18G5. 

General  :  Colonel  Kerwin  reports  from  Elizabeth,  where  he  has  halted  hb 
regiment,  having  despatched  two  officers  and  fifty  men  through  with  your  cipher 
despatch,  which  is  now  being  unravelled.  I  wish  you  would  send  a  boat  up 
to  Elizabeth  with  forage  and  rations  for  Colonel  Kerwin's  command,  and  order 
him  to  ferry  bis  command  across,  and  to  push  to  the  railroad,  and  up  it  until  he 
encounters  me  about  Faison's.  Your  own  command  should  also  move  at  once 
up  towards  Goldsboro',  leaving  the  railroad  construction  party  to  follow,  as  the 
whole  country  south  of  Goldsboro',  between  the  Cape  Fear  river  and  the  sea, 
will  be  covered  by  our  armies.  You  may  be  short  of  wagons.  If  you  can  manage 
to  reach  me  I  can  supply  you  with,  say,  two  hundred  (200.)  I  will  have  enough 
wagons  for  General  Scnofield  also.  I  want  to  concentrate  all  my  available  force 
about  Gol  dsboro'  as  soon  as  possible.  The  single  road  from  Newbem  to  Goldsboro' 
may  not  have  a  capacity  sufficient  for  mme,  and  yours,  and  General  Schofield's 
armies,  and  I  wish  you  to  advise  General  Schofield  that  I  expect  him  to  gel 
boats,  as  quick  as  possible,  that  will  enable  us  to  use  the  Neuse  river  as  auxilliary, 
as  high  up  as  possible,  when  our  wagons  can  haul  forage  and  stores. 

I  have  with  me,  say,  three  thousand  (3,000)  wagons  and  near  forty  thousand 
(40,000)  animals,  about  sixty-five  thousand  (65,000)  fighting  men. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

General  Tebby,  Commanding,  Wilmington. 

P.  S. — If  General  Schofield  wants  you  at  Newbern,  I  do  not  oWect  to  your 
re-enforcing  him,  but  I  want  all  the  troops  not  absolutely  necessary  tor  garrisonB 
to  be  at  or  near  Goldsboro'  in  seven  (7)  days,  viz :  by  Monday  or  Tuesday  of 
next  week. 

SHERMAN,  It.  O. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

/» thejidd^  opposite  Fayetfeviile,  Tuesday t  March  14, 1865. 
.X-Jear  General  :  I  am  now  across  Cape  Fear  river  with  nearly  all  mj  army 
ga"^^^  a  division,  with  orders  to  cross  at  daylight  to-morrow.     I  shall  then  draw 
ouC;     ten  miles  and  begin  my  manoeuvres  for  the  possession  of  Golds boro',  which 
is  .^ll-important  for  our  futoro  purposes. 

X^  was  in  hopes  that  I  could  get  some  shoes  and  stockings  at  Wilmington,  but 
th^  tug  Davidson  has  returned  with  Brigadier  General  Dodge,  chief  quartermaster, 
witii.  word  that  there  is  no  clothing  there,  but  he  brings  us  some  forage,  sugar, 
ancl  coffee.  I  can  get  along  for  ten  days,  having  forced  the  army  to  collect  plenty 
of  boef,  and  a  good  deal  of  corn-meal. 

TL    ehall  to-night  move  my  cavalry  (5,000)  straight  towards  Raleigh,  and  follow 
it  virith  four  divisions  infantry,  without  trains,  and  keep  the  trains  off  toward  the 
riglifc  rear     I  will  hold  another  four  divisions  in  close  support,  and  move  toward 
Smltihfield,  or  to  strike  the  railroad  half-way  between  Goldsboro'  and  Raleigh ; 
then.,  when  my  trains  are  well  across  towards  the  Neuse,  will  move  rapidly  to 
Bentonville,  and  afterwards,  at  leisure,  move  opposite  Goldsboro',  and  open  direct 
oommunication  with  General  Schofield,  who  is  ordered  to  push  against  KinstoQ 
«nl  Goldsboro'.     I  may  cross  Neuse  about  Cox's  bridge,  and  move  into  Golde- 
boro*,  but  will  not  attempt  it  till  within  close  communication  with  General  Scho- 
field.     I  have  sent  full  orders  to  Schofield.     It  will  not  do  to  build  any  determi- 
nate plan  from  there  until  1  am  in  full  possession  of  Goldsboro*.     1  have  ordered 
Generals  Schofield  and  Terry  to  push  towards  Goldsboro*  as  hard  as  possible 
from  the  east  as  I  advance  from  the  southwest.     The  enemy  is  superior  to  ms 
in  ca.valry,  but  I  can  beat  his  infantry,  man  for  man,  and  I  don't  thhik  he  can 
briog  forty  thousand  (40,000)  men  for  battle.     I  will  force  him  to  guard  Raleigh 
nntil  I  have  interposed  between  it  and  Goldsboro'. 

W'eather  is  now  good,  but  threatens  rain.     We  are  all  well ;  keep  all  parts 
^^y^  and  I  will  give  the  enemy  no  resL 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
lient  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  fields  opposite  Fayettenille,  Tuesday t  March  14,  1865. 
GENERAL :  Quartermaster  General  Dodge  is  now  with  me,  and  I  have  ex- 
plained many  things  to  him.  I  want  your  nine  thousand  (9,000)  infantry  up 
«t  vJoldBboro'  as  soon  as  possible.  I  begin  my  movement  to-morrow,  and  if 
tlie  Weather  is  at  all  favorable  will  be  opposite  Goldaboro'  in  five  days.  I  think 
pnr  best  plan  is  to  move  up  as  light  as  possible  by  the  best  road.  When  you 
®^^t  a  junction  I  can  supply  you  two  hundred  (200)  wagons.  Until  we  get 
"^Usljoro'  reduced  to  possession,  and  its  railroads  down,  we  will  not  have 
°^nch  marching.  General  Schofield  should  push  his  railroad  from  Newbem, 
^^  your  branch  should  be  kept  moving  as  fast  as  possible.  Colonel  Wright 
°f*  but  a  limited  force,  but  I  will  write  to  General  Schofield  to  send  some  of 
Ulonel  Wright's  foremen,  and  also  one  or  two  regiments  of  negro  troops,  as 
•Joorers.  As  I  approach  the  road  the  enemy  will  doubtless  remove  as  much  of 
^6  iron  as  he  can. 
I  have  asked  Captain  Toungt  of  the  navy,  to  keep  up  "an  active  movement 
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along  Capo  Fear  river,  to  make  Joe  Johnston  believe  I  have  re-Bupplied  m 
wagons,  and  can  stand  a  thirty  days'  campaign. 

I  shall  foign  strong  on  Raleigh,  but  actufdly  approach  Goldsboro',  and  wi 
not  attempt  Goldsboro'  until  I  have  Kinston  and  the  railroad  bridge  acroj 
the  Neuse,  so  that  I  can  draw  supplies  from  Newbem,  on  the  north  bank  < 
the  Neuse;  that  once  done,  I  think  I  can  get  Goldsboro*  quick.  I  may  do  » 
however,  at  once,  according:  to  appearances  as  I  approach  the  place. 

I  am  much  obliged  for  the  supplies,  but  would  suggest  that  you  estimate  1 
keep  on  hand  always  a  million  of  rations,  independent  of  your  own  wants, 
feel  confident  that  Generals  Easton  and  Beckwith  have  full  supplies  for  n 
about  Newbern. 

I  am  truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Terry,      ♦ 

Commandingt  Sfc.f  Wilmington, 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
Jn  thefieldj  opposite  FayetteviUe,  TSiesday,  March  14,  1865. 

General:  I  am  now  across  Cape  Fear  river,  and  to-morrow  shall  draw  oi 
ten  miles,  and  next  day,  if  weather  is  favorable,  wiU  begin  to  mancBUvre  c 
Goldsboro'.  I  shall  feign  strong  on  Raleigh  by  approaching,  and  it  may  I 
striking  the  railroad  half  way  between  Goldsboro'  and  Raleigh ;  then,  as  soo 
as  the  wagons  are  well  towards  Faison's,  will  swing  rapidly  in  front  of  Gold 
boro',  but  will  not  cross  the  Neuse  till  I  hear  from  you.  You  must  push  vigo 
ously  towards  Kinston  and  Goldsboro*,  with  the  absolute  certainty  that  I  wi 
engage  the  attention  of  Joe  Johnston's  army  to  the  west  and  southwest  < 
Goldsboro*.  Let  the  railroad  construction  party  push  their  work  at  least  as  fi 
Kinston.  I  want  you  to  draw  up  Terry's  force  also,  either  by  water  or  by 
land  march ;  the  latter  will  be  best.  On  makmg  a  junction  I  can  spare  Ten 
two  hundred,  and  you  three  hundred  wagons.  I  think  we  have  transportatic 
enough  for  a  hundred  thousand  men.  Be  sure  to  accumulate  food  for  my  arm; 
and  especially  clothing.  Tell  General  Easton  we  will  need  at  least  one  hundn 
thousand  (100,000)  suits  of  clothing.  Our  animals  are  in  good  condition,  an 
have  been  accustomed  to  a  full  ration  of  fodder.  They  will  wail  piteously 
put  on  a  mere  grain  ration.  If  not  delayed  much  at  Goldsboro'  we  can  soc 
gain  a  good  fodder  country. 

You  must  now  push  as  boldly  as  possible  straight  on  Goldsboro',  and  I  wi 
do  the  same.  Joe  Johnston  may  try  to  interpose,  in  which  case  we  most  etril 
him  as  near  at  the  same  time  as  possible.  If  he  crosses  the  Neuse  to  the  Boni 
you  must  do  the  same,  but  I  think  he  will  await  me  at  Goldsboro'  and  Raleig 
tnd  I  hope  at  both.  Consolidate  your  command  at  once  into  an  army,  the  cent 
of  this.  General  Howard  has  the  right  wing.  General  Slocum  the  left.  Y< 
can  have  Terry's  troops,  but  I  want  the  detachments  that  belong  to  this  am 
to  join  their  respective  brigades  as  quick  as  possible.  I  understand  that  Meaghei 
division  is  composed  wholly  of  detachments  that  belong  to  the  corps  now  wi 
me,  viz:  15th,  17th,  14th,  and  20th.  I  will  want  to  give  Kilpatrick  as  mui 
cavalry  as  possible,  as  he  has  a  heavy  load  to  carry.  He  has  to  look  out  f 
Hampton,  Wheeler,  and  Butler,  all  accounted  as  first- class  men. 

I  take  it  for  granted  Joe  Johnston  now  has  S.  D.  Lee's  corps,  four  thoosan 
(4,000;)  Cheatham's,  five  thousand,  (5,000;)  Hoke's,  eight  thousand,  (8,000 
Hardee's,  ten  thousand,  (10,000 ;)  and  detachments,  about  ten  thousand,  (10,00( 
making  thirty-seven  thousand  (37,000,)  with  near  eight  thouaand  (8,000)  cavalr 
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Oiir  duty  18  to  effect  a  junction  sontli  of  the  Neiise;  but  if  yon  can  get  Kinston 
whilst  Joe  Johnston  is  engaged  with  me,  do  bo,  and  push  on  towards  Golds- 
bor*:**.     I  will  attack  the  Raleigh  road. 
G5-^t  your  supplies  as  far  forward  as  possible,  that  I  may  quickly  replenish. 
I  am  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Ifajor  General  Schofield, 

Commanding  at  Newbem. 


Headquartrrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  tTie  field,  opposite  Fayetteville,  March  14,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 
GxsrvERAL  :  I  think  I  have  studied  the  problem  of  the  next  move,  and  will 
give   you  in  confidence  its  analysis. 

VTe  must  make  a  strong  feint  on  Raleigh,  and  strike  with  cavalry,  if  possible, 
the  railroad  near  Smithfield.     I  take  it  for  granted  the  bridge  will  be  too  strongly 
guarded  for  General  Kilpatrick  to  surprise,  and  therefore  I  will  leave  him  to  dis- 
able that  road,  of  course  only  partially,  between  the  Neuse  and  Eureka.     To 
to  end  the  cavalry  will  move  to-night  across  the  bridge,  beginning  at  3  a.  m., 
and  will  push  to-morrow  up  the  plank  road  to  about  Averysboro' ;  General  Slo- 
com  following  up  with  four  disencumbered  divisions  to  near  the  forks  of  the  road, 
nwying  his  trains  by  a  cross-road  towards  Bentonvillo.     The  next  move  will  be 
the  cavalry  to  "  Elevation,"  and  General  Slocum  will  cross  Black  river.     The 
next  move  will  bring  General  Slocum  to  Bentonville,  and  Kilpatrick,  supported 
hy  a  division  of  infantry,  will  make  a  dash  for  the  railroad.     This  is  as  far  as  I 
^11  now  determine. 

I  want  you  to  be  as  near  in  support  as  possible.  I  do  think  it  is  Johnston's 
^y  ebance  to  meet  this  army  before  an  easy  junction  can  be  effected  with  Gen- 
eral Schofield. 

I  would  like  you  to  have  four  (4)  divisions  free  to  move  rapidly  to  the  sound 
^  battle  in  the  direction  of  Mingo  creek  and  Elevation,  and  at  any  event  to 
"^OA  junction  by  head  of  column  with  General  Slocum  at  Bentonville.  The 
^ther  looks  bad,  and  I  fear  we  may  have  swamps  about  South  river.  I  think 
^  Wonld  be  well  for  you  to  have  four  divisions  to  get  ahead  of  General  Slo- 
^^'8  trains  on  the  direct  road  from  Fayetteville  to  Bentonville,  and  keeping 
v^  of  him  About  five  or  six  miles,  so  as,  in  case  of  action,  to  come  up  on  his 
** right."  I  will  keep  near  General  Slocum,  and  wish  you  to  keep  me  thoroughly 
*^^[iBed  of  the  position  of  your  troops  and  trains,  and,  instead  of  aiming  towards 
F«i8on*e,  rather  look  towards  Dead  Field  and  Everettsville. 

I  think  Colonel  Garber  can  give  you  another  boat,  in  which  case  you  had  bet- 
^  send  down  another  load  of  prisoners  of  war.  Do  not  fail  to  clear  your  col- 
''•WMof  the  dead-weights,  by  sending  them,  via  Clinton,  to  Wilmington. 

I  do  not  expect  your  heads  of  columns  to  be  more  than  ten  miles  distant  from 
*jyetteville  to-morrow  night,  but  it  would  be  well  for  a  brigade  to  secture  the 
widge  across  South  river  if  not  already  done. 

Generals  Schofield  and  Terry  are  now  fully  advised  of  our  whereabouts,  and 
">ve  my  orders.     Their  movements  will  directly  co-operate  with  ours,  and  I 
P'^e  to  make  an  actual  junction  before  crossing  the  Neuse,  unless  events  and 
^^^et  favor  a  different  course. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
^wjor  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  opposite  FayettevUlei  N,  C,  March  14,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  notified  General  Howard  that  to-morrow  night  your  head 
of  column  would  be  near  the  crossroads,  above  Kyle's  landing;  the  next  day 
across  Black  river,  near  Mingo ;  and  third  day  near  Bentonville,  and  have  in* 
Btructed  hira  to  have  four  (4)  divisions  in  easy  support,  and  a  little  in  advance  oi 
you,  say,  five  or  six  miles,  so  that  on  receiving  orders  or  hearing  battle  he  may 
come  promptly  up.  on  your  right. 

I  think  Colonel  Garber  can  promise  you  another  boat,  in  which  case  it  would 
be  well  to  send  to  Wilmington  your  prisoners  of  war.  You  might  leave  them 
to-morrow  where  the  gunboat  lies,  two  (2)  miles  below  General  Howard's  bridge, 
and  the  guard,  if  unable  to  overtake  you  the  day  after  to-morrow,  could  follow 
direct  to  Bentonville.  I  want  the  three  first  marches  to  be  made  with  prudence 
and  deliberation.  I  am  willing  to  accept  battle  with  Johnston's  concentrated 
force,  but  would  not  attack  him  in  position  until  I  make  junction  with  General 
Schofield. 

I  am  truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  yield,  12  miles  Jrom  FayettevUhj  N.  (7., 

on  Raleigh  road,  March  15,  1865. 

General  :  I  got  a  file  of  northern  papers  yesterday  from  Wilmington,  in 
which  I  observe  you  are  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South.  I  have 
had  no  official  communication  from  the  War  Department  or  General  Grant  since 
my  departure  from  Savannah,  and  am  compelled  to  pick  up  information  the  best 
way  I  can.  I  wrote  to  General  Foster  from  Fayetteville,  supposing  him  to  be 
in  command  of  the  department,  and  hope  you  got  the  letter,  and  it  is  a  fear  its 
contents  may  not  reach  you  promptly  which  induces  me  to  write  this. 

When  at  Columbia  I  had  the  railroad  broken  down  to  Kingsville  and  the 
Wateree  bridge  ;  subsequently  from  Cheraw  I  aimed  to  strike  Florence,  but  sent 
too  weak  a  party,  but  the  enemy  himself  has  destroyed  the  Pedee  bridge,  and 
has  on  the  railroad  at  Sumterville  and  between  it  and  Florence  a  vast  amoxinl 
of  rolling  stock,  the  destruction  of  which  is  all  important,  and  it  should  be  done 
before  any  repairs  can  be  made  whereby  they  can  be  removed.  I  want  it  done 
at  once,  and  leave  you  to  devise  the  way.  I  think  twenty -five  hundred  (2,500^ 
men  lightly  equipped,  with  pack  mules  only,  could  reach  the  road  either  fironc 
Georgetown  or  the  Santee  bridge.  I  think  also  that  you  can  easily  make  u| 
that  force  from  Charleston  and  Savannah.  As  to  the  garrisons  of  those  places 
I  don't  feel  disposed  to  be  over-generous,  and  should  not  hesitate  to  bum  Si^ 
vannah,  Charleston  and  Wilmington,  or  either  of  them,  if  the  garrisons  wer-^ 
needed.  Savannah  and  Wilmington  are  the  only  really  useful  ports,  because  cm 
their  inland  rivers.  Still,  I  suppose  j'oucan  always  get  garrisons  of  sick,  diffi 
abled,  or  indifferent  troops.  All  real  good  soldiers  must  now  be  marching.  I>^ 
not  let  your  command  rest  on  its  oars,  but  keep  them  going  all  the  time,  even  :3 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  exhaust  the  enemy's  country  or  compel  hira  tod^ 
fend  it.  The  simple  fact  that  a  man's  home  has  been  visited  bv  an  enemy  makc^ 
a  soldier  in  Lee's  and  Johnston's  army  very  anxious  to  get  home  to  look  aft^ 
his  family  and  property.  But  the  expedition  I  have  indicated  to  SumtervilB 
and  Florence  has  even  higher  aims.  Those  cars  and  locomotivea  should  be  d^ 
stroyed,  if  to  do  it  cost  you  five  hundred  (500)  men.    I  know  you  can  get  ther^ 
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an  the  bacon,  beef,  meat,  &c.,  your  command  may  want,  and  a  good  deal  of  corn- 
meal.  The  men  conld  march  without  knapsacks,  with  a  single  blanket,  and  carry 
eight  (8)  days'  provisions,  which,  with  what  is  in  the  country,  will  feed  your 
command  two  weeks.  Let  it  be  done  at  once,  and  select  your  own  point  of  de- 
parture. After  destroying  those  cars  and  engines,  (not  merely  damaging  them, 
bat  an  absolute  destruction  of  boilers,  steam  chambers,  connecting  rods,  flanges, 
&c.,  &c.,  powder  can  be  used  to  good  advantage  in  blowing  up  boilers  and  en- 
gines, but  we  use  cold* chisels  and  crowbars,)  you  may  reduce  your  garrisons  to 
the  minimum  and  send  every  man  to  Ncwbern  and  Goldsboro'.  I  want  to  col- 
lect an  army  that  can  whip  Lee  in  open  fight  if  be  lets  go  Richmond,  which  I 
think  he  will  soon  be  forced  to  do. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Q.  A.  Gillmorb, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Charlettonf  S.  C. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  thejield,  Kyle's  Landing,  N.  C,  March  16,  1865 — 2  a.  m. 
Obxbral  :  Yours  is  just  received  ;  your  orders  are  all  right.  I  fear  the.  pres- 
ort rain  will  make  the  roads  utterly  impracticable.  Hardee's  whole  force  is  in 
oar  front,  near  the  forks  of  the  road,  and  I  have  ordered  General  Slocum  to  go 
*t  him  in  the  morning  in  good  shape,  but  vigorously,  and  push  him  beyond 
Avejysboro'.  General  Kilpatrick  is  ahead,  across  the  branch  marked  Taylor's 
Hole  creek,  about  two  miles  this  side  the  forks. 

ronr  courier  brings  me  good  news  from  Generals  Schofield  and  Terry.  Gen- 
^  Schofield  reports  he  whipped  Bragg  handsomely  at  Kinston,  and  under- 
^68  to  have  supplies  for  us  there,  and  probably  further  along.  General  Terry 
•^8  he  can  reach  Faison's  with  his  9,000  men  by  Sunday  or  Monday,  and  that 
tjie  rest  of  General  Schofield's  troops  that  had  left  Wilmington  had  made  junc- 
tion with  Greneral  Schofield  at  Kinston.  Also  that  General  Sheridan  is  coming 
to  tw  by  land  with  8,000  cavalry.  So  all  is  working  well  around  us,  and  we 
ttUBt  not  scatter,  but  aim  to  converge  about  Bentonville,  and  afterwards  Golds- 
W.  The  rain  is  as  bad  for  our  opponents  as  for  us,  and  I  doubt  if  they  have 
V  good  supplies  or  transportation  as  we. 

General  Terry  has  sent  up  3,900  pairs  of  shoes,  and  2,400  pairs  of  pants. 
Kviae  them  with  General  Slocum. 

We  took  Colonel  Alfred  Rhett,  of  Fort  Sumter,  prisoner  yesterday.     He  was 
^ojunanding  a  brigade  in  Hardee's  troops  ahead,  and  from  drop  expressions  I 
"«4  Hardee  will  try  and  fight  us  at  the  crossroads. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
^jor  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  13  miles  on  the  Raleigh  Road,  out  of 

Fayetteville,  March  16,  1865—2  a.  m. 
Y^XKRAI^ .  Thank  you  kindly  for  the  shoes  and  pants,  and  still  more  for  the 
^rtain  knowledge  that  General  Schofield  is  in  possession  of  Kinston.    TWx. 
23  • 
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18  of  great  importance ;  for  thence  to  Goldeboro'  there  are  no  bridges.     I  wiE 
consequence,  move  straight  on  Goldsboro*. 

It  is  now  raining  hard,  and  the  bottom  has  fallen  out,  and  we  will  havt 
cordnroy  every  foot  of  the  way.  Hardee  is  ahead  of  me  and  shows  fight, 
will  go  at  him  in  the  morning  with  four  divisions,  and  push  him  as  far  as  Avei 
boro*  before  turning  towards  Benton ville  and  Cox's  bridge.  My  extreme  ri 
will  aim  for  Everettsville  and  Faison's.  I  am  delighted  that  General  Sheri 
h  slashing  away  with  his  column  of  cavalry.  He  will  be  a  disturbing  elem 
in  the  grand  and  beautiful  game  of  war,  and  if  he  reaches  me  1*11  make  all  No 
Carolina  howl.  I  will  make  him  a  deed  of  gift  of  every  horse  in  the  State 
be  settled  for  at  the  day  of  judgment.  I  cannot,  of  course,  reach  General  Sh 
dan  with  any  suggestions,  but  he  should  march  for  Danville,  Greensboro* 
Raleigh,  or  rather  near  those  points,  making  some  detours  to  mislead. 

Tell  General  Dodge  to  keep  boats  running  up  Cape  Fear,  until  he  knows  I 
at  my  new  base.  This  rain,  so  damaging  to  my  land  transportation,  is  a  good  th 
for  the  river,  which  had  fallen  very  much.  He  can  use  the  rebel  captured  boi 
which  if  lost  are  of  no  account.  Each  of  these  boats  should  be  supplied  a  g( 
barge,  that  can  hold  all  the  crew,  in  case  the  boat  U  caught  by  a  fall  in 
river.  Captain  Young  agreed  to  keep  his  gunboats  running  busy,  and  as  h' 
up  as  possible.  I  want  to  keep  up  the  impression  that  I  am  using  the  Ci 
Fear  river  for  supplies,  for  our  foolish  northern  journals  have  published  the  i 
that  I  am  aiming  for  Newbern,  a  fact  that  I  had  concealed  from  everybody 
necessarily  in  my  confidence.  These  fellows  discovered  it  by  the  course  tal 
by  the  pupply  boats  from  Port  Royal. 

Hoping  to  meet  you  soon,  I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Comjnanding 

Major  General  Terry,  Wihnington,  N.  C. 

P.  S. — We  took  some  prisoners  today,  among  them  Colonel  Alfred  Rhett, 
Eort  Sumter,  who  commands  a  brigade  in  Hardee*8  army. 

SHERMAN 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  18  milez  N.  E,  Fayettcville,  March  17,  1865 — 7  a.  m 

General  :  General  Slocum  found  the  enemy  covering  the  narrow  neck  fr 
Taylor's  Hole  creek  up  to  the  Goldsboro*  road.  He  drove  them  from  two  success 
positions,  taking  three  guns,  some  prisoners,  wounded,  but  losing  hims 
pretty  severely — I  think  as  many  as  300  in  all ;  but  the  enemy  lost  heav 
also,  from  appearances.  At  night  the  enemy  still  held  the  forks,  but  it  is  just 
ported  that  he  is  gone — I  suppose  up  to  Averysboro',  where  the  Raleigh  a 
Smithfield  roads  fork.  Your  scout  Duncan  is  just  in,  having  escaped  from  3 
Law*s  guard,  he  thinks  about  twelve  miles  out  on  the  Smithfield  road. 
Hardee  is  retreating  on  Smithfield. 

General  Slocum  will  feel  out  towards  Averysboro',  but  move  his  column 
the  Goldsboro*  road,  which  is  that  which  crosses  Black  and  Mingo  creeks,  ji 
ahead  of  where  we  are.  Our  true  tactics  would  be  to  push  all  our  columns 
Smithfield,  but  I  will  only  follow  Hardee  far  enough  to  give  him  impulse,  wh 
we  must  resume  our  course. 

I  want  you  to-day  to  get  to  where  the  Goldsboro'  road  crosses  Mingo,  and  ha 
that  bridge  well  repaired.     You  need  not  come  on  to  Greneral  Slocum,  unh 
you  hear  him  engaged.     We  might  cut  his  column  at  Elevation,  but  it  will 
time  enough  to  think  of  that  tonight. 

General  Blair  is  getting  too  far  off;  better  draw  him  and  all  jotir  trains 
wards  Troublefield'd  store. 
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"Weather  having  cleared  off,  we  may  count  on  better  roads. 
21ave   a  road  for  your  column   reconnoitred   from   Mingo   bridge  to   that 
poiot  north  of  Troublefield's  where  three  roads  meet. 

I  expect  to  be  to-night  somewhere  between  the  Black  river  and  Mingo  bridge. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Comfnanding. 
Alajor  Grenerai  0.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Might  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  17,  1865. 

Oeneral  :  The  enemy  is  gone  from  our  front,  and  I  take  it  he  is  up  at  the 
Forks  of  the  Raleigh  and  Smithfield  roads — Averysboro'. 

General  Slocum  will  feel  up  that  road,  but  be  prepared  to  use  the  Goldsboro' 
road,  which  crosses  Black  and  Mingo.  1  have  ordered  General  Howard  to  be  at 
Mingo  to-night,  but  I  want  your  cavalry  on  the  road  which  leads  from  Black 
yi ver  bridge  towards  Elevation.  Captain  Duncan,  of  General  Howard's  scouts, 
is  bere,  having  escaped.  He  reports  Hardee  and  Wheeler  ahead  of  us,  on  the 
Smithfield  road.  Wade  Hampton  and  Butler  are  off  in  front  of  General 
Howard. 

You  can  forage  from  the  Goldsboro'  road  northward,  between  Black  and 
Mingo. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major'General  Kilpatrick, 

Black  River  Mill. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mhpsissippi, 
In  thefieldy  Camp  between  N.  river  and  Mingo  creek,  March  17,  1865. 

General  :  North  river  had  to  be  bridged  and  has  delayed  us  to-day.     Gen- 

f^^l  Davis  is  on  the  Mingo,  and  Williams  on  North  river.     General  Kilpatrick 

^®  ^p  the  road  in  the  direction  of  Elevation.     We  still  threaten  Smithfield,  but 

^^^taorrow  will  move  rapidly  towards  Cox's  bridge  and  Goldsboro*.     If  the 

^*^«iny  fail  to  fight  for  Goldsboro',  of  course  we  go  right  in — General  Slocum 

y  Cox's  bridge,  and  you  by  the  south,  as  General  Schofield  comes  from  the 

^*^t,  (Kinston.)     But  if  the  enemy  oppose,  I  propose  to  throw  our  empty 

p,^gons  down  to  Kinston  for  forage  and  supplies,  whilst  we  proceed  to  reduce 

i^^ldsboro'.     To  this  end  General  Slocum  will  break  the  railroad  west  of  Cox's 

^dge,  and  you  will  cross  the  Neuse  in  front,  as  General  Schofield  comes  from  the 

^^t,  and  swings  against  the  railroad  north  of  the  town.     I  doubt  if  there  be 

^^  fortifications  at  Goldsboro'  capable  of  holding  anything  more  than  a  rail- 

^^d  guard. 

1  have  examined  your  order  and  it  will  do,  only  get  on  a  right-hand  road  as 

^^^n  as  possible,  that  you  may  not  delay  General  Slocum's  troops,  who  will 

1  ^^essarily  all  be  forced  on  the  one  road.     Try  and  keep  around  tne  head  of 

filing  Water  creek,  viz.,  to  the  south.     I  will  push  General  Slocum  to-mor- 

/^"Vr  and  next  day,  and  think  by  day  after  to-morrow  we  .will  be  in  position, 

^^.,  you  directly  in  front  of  Goldsboro',  and  General  Slocum  at  Cox's  bridge. 

^  ^t  the  time  I  sent  Colonel  Ewing  to  you  yesterday,  the  enemy  had  brought 

General  Slocum  up  all  standing,  and  it  was  on  the  theory  that  he  would  hold 


^ 
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General  Slocum  there  that  I  wanted  you  at  Mingo  bridge.     But  the  enemy  r 
treated  in  the  night  on  Smithfield,  and  we  are  again  on  the  march,  feigning 
the  left,  but  moving  trains  and  troops  as  rapidly  as  the  roads  admit  on  Gold 
boro'.     You  may  do  the  same. 

The  enemy  yesterday  had  a  strong  intrenched  line  in  front  of  the  croi 
roads,  and  had  posted  the  Charleston  brigade  about  ^  mile  in  front,  also  i 
trenched.  The  20th  corps  struck  the  first  line,  turned  it  handsomely,  and  ua 
the  Charleston  brigade  up  completely,  killing  about  40,  and  gathering  about 
wounded  and  a  hundred  well  prisoners,  capturing  three  (3)  guns,  but  on  advai 
ing  further  encountered  the  larger  line,  which  they  did  not  carry,  but  it  w 
abandoned  at  night. 

This  morning  a  division  of  Williams's  followed  as  far  as  Averysboro',  whil 
the  reet  turned  to  the  right,  as  I  have  heretofore  stated.  General  Slocum  1( 
iu  killed  and  wounded  about  300.  He  is  somewhat  heavily  burdened  by  1 
wounded,  which  must  be  hauled.  We  left  the  confederate  wounded  in  a  hou 
by  the  road-aide. 

The  route  of  retreat  of  the  enemy  shows  signs  of  considerable  panic,  and 
have  no  doubt  he  got  decidedly  the  worst  of  it. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing, 


Headquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thcjieldy  27  miles  from  Goldahoro^  N.  C,  March  18,  1865. 

General  :  The  14th  corps  is  here,  but  the  20th  is  well  back.  It  start 
rom  Averysboro'  and  North  river,  wiih  Gt3neral  Kilpatrick  to  the  north  of  t 
road.  We  heard  some  musketry  and  artillery  in  that  direction,  but  Coloi 
Poe  left  Mingo  creek,  which  he  bridged,  at  11a.  m.,  at  which  time  the  2( 
corps  was  a  half  a  mile  behind. 

We  cannot  get  any  further  to-day.  General  Davis  may  go  a  couple  of  mi 
further  to  the  forks  of  the  road.  I  think  this  road,  the  Averysboro*  and  Gol 
boro'  road,  will  lead  to  Cox's  bridge,  though  it  is  represented  as  passing  tk 
(3)  miles  south  of  Bentonville. 

Get  on  to  the  right-hand  road,  so  that  General  Geary  and  his  trains  may  U 
that  to  Goldsboro',  via  Cox's  bridge. 

I  think  thx}  enemy  is  concentrated  about  Smithfield,  and  I  cannot  make  < 
whether  Goldsboro'  is  held  in  force  or  not.  I  think  it  probable  that  Joe  Jol 
ston  will  try  to  prevent  our  getting  Goldsboro'. 

We  find  a  good  deal  of  forage  to-day,  but  the  roads  still  cut  deep.  I  h( 
the  sun  will  dry  them  up  good. 

Our  map  is  evidently  faulty.     Can't  you  send  me  to-night  a  sketch  of 
country  towards  Dead  Fields,  Everettsville,  and  Faison's  ?     I  fear  Gene 
Slocum  will  be  jammed  witli  all  his  trains  in  a  narrow  space,  but  at  the  sa 
time  I  don't  want  to  push  you  too  far  till  this  flank  is  better  covered  by 
Neuse.     General  Slocum  is  back  with  the  20th  corps,  and  as  soon  as  I  h 
from  him  I  will  send  over  to  you. 

General  Morgan's  division  found  a  couple  of  Hampton's  regiments  hero,  1 
they  cleared  out  towards  the  north  as  soon  as  he  deployed  skirmishers. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 

Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing, 
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Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division*  of  thk  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  18,  1865. 
Qbnbral  :  General  Slocum  is  up.  The  firing  you  heard  was  General  Kil- 
Datrick,  who  found  parties  picketing  the  roads  to  the  north.  He  reports  Har- 
dee xetreating  on  Smithfield  and  Joe  Johnston  collecting  his  old  Georgia  army 
this  side  of  Raleigh.  I  know  that  he  will  call  in  all  minor  posts,  which  em- 
braces Goldsboro'.  You  may,  therefore,  move  straight  for  Goldsboro',  leaving 
General  Slocum  the  river  road,  and,  if  possible,  the  one  from  Lee's  store  toward 
Falling  Waters.  Make  a  break  into  Goldsboro'  from  the  south,  and  let  your 
Bcouts  strike  out  for  General  Schofield,  at  Kinston,  though  I  hope  to  meet  him 
at  Groldsboro'. 

Oor  roads  are  very  bad,  but  I  think  the  14th  corps  will  be  at  Cox's  bridge 
to-morrow  night,  and  will  aim  to  strike  the  railroad  to  the  northwest  of  Golds- 
boro*.   If  any  change  occurs  I  will  notify  you  to-night. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
IMajor  General  Howard,  Present. 


[Ciphsr.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fieldf  10  miles  southwest  of  Goldsboro^ 

Sunday,  March  19,  186/)— 2  p.  m. 
Major  General  Schopibld,  Kinston: 

T'o-night  my  left  wing  will  be  at  Cox's  bridge,  and  my  right  wing  within  10, 
™1^«  of  Goldsboro'.  To-morrow  we  will  cross  the  Neuse  river  at  Cox's  bridge 
Mtt  l>e  near  Goldsboro',  to  prevent  the  enemy  reoccupying  Goldsboro'  in  force. 
T^lie  scout  Pike  has  arrived  with  your  despatch  of  the  17th.  Continue  to 
extend  the  road  as  fast  as  possible,  and  I  expect  you  to  move  towards  Golds- 
"^"^*^  even  if  it  be  unnecessary,  as  I  don't  want  to  lose  men  in  a  direct  attack, 
when  it  can  be  avoided. 

l^on't  depend  altogether  on  your  depot,  but  collect  forage  and  provisions  of 
the  j>cople.  Tell  Generals  Easton  and  Beckwith  to  estimate  for  one  hundred 
"»ou»and  men.     I  must  give  my  men  and  animals  some  rest. 

»V"o  whipped  Hardee  easily  about  Averysboro'.  All  retreated  on  Smithfield 
«»d  SaleigV. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Cipher.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  19,  1865—5  p.  m. 
^^^ral  Schopibld  : 

o^nce  making  my  despatch  to-day.  General  Slocum  reports  the  enemy  in 

force  between  him  and  Cox's  bridge ;  thinks  it  is  the  main  army  of  the  enemy. 

^^U  hardly  suppose  the  enemy  will  attempt  to  fight  us  this  side  the  Neuse, 

but  will  direct  all  my  columns  on  Cox's  bridge  to-morrow.    You  must  secure 

Goldsboro'  and  fortify- 

W.  T.  SHERIMAN, 

Major  General, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field.  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  19,  1865 — 2  p.  n 
General  :  General  Howard,  with  one  division,  is  now  at  this  point,  whicl 
just  three  miles  south  of  Cox's  bridge  and  ten  from  Goldsboro'.  A  scout  is  j 
in  from  General  Schofield,  who  writes  that  he  will  leave  Kinston  for  Go 
boro'  to-daj  or  to-morrow.  I  have  sent  him  a  courier  with  orders  to  ma 
straight  for  Goldsboro'.  General  Howard's  four  (4)  divisions  are  strung  out, 
he  will  push  them  through  to-night.  We  occupy  a  position  dangerous  to 
enemy,  if  he  thinks  he  is  in  front  of  the  whole  army.  You  may  strengt 
your  position,  but  feel  the  enemy  all  night.  If  he  is  there  at  daylight,  we 
move  straight  for  Cox's  bridge,  and  then  turn  towards  you.  I  think  you  ' 
find  him  gone  in  the  morning.  General  Howard  has  sent  a  regiment  to  C( 
bridge.  It  has  not  reported  yet.  He  has  the  bridge  across  Falling  creek, 
miles  east  of  this,  towards  Goldsboro',  and  has  also  some  mounted  men  oppo 
Goldsboro',  where  they  find  a  tete  de  pont  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Gem 
Blair  is  about  five  miles  south  of  this  with  the  trains. 

1  will  order  General  Kilpatrick  to  remain  with  you.  Get  up  your  trains 
tween  Lee's  store  and  your  camp,  and  keep  the  enemy  busy  until  we  can 
up  the  4  th  division  of  the  15th  corps. 

If  you  hear  firing  to  your  front,  not  explained  by  your  own  acts,  you  m 
assault  or  turn  the  enemy,  for  it  will  not  do  to  let  him  fight  us  separately. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gcneroi 
Major  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Le/t  lVtng» 

P.  S. — ^Your  note  of  2  p.  m.  is  just  received.  General  Howard's  regim 
drove  the  picket  from  the  crossroads,  one  mile  this  side  of  Cox's  bridge;  I 
will  disturb  the  force  to  your  front.  General  Howard  can  better  help  you  fi 
this  quarter  than  by  returning  by  Lee's  store. 

SHERMAN 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  19,  1865 — 5  p.  n 

General  :  Your  report  of  to-day  is  received.     General  Slocum  thinks 

whole  rebel  army  is  to  his  front.     I  cannot  think  Johnston  would  fight  us  n 

the  Neuse  to  his  rear.     You  may  remain  with  General  Slocum  until  fiirt 

orders,  or  until  the  two  wings  come  together. 

If  that  force  remain  in  General  Slocum's  front  to-morrow,  I  will  move  Btrai 
on  its  rear. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  Generai 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  20,  1865 — 2  a.  id 

General:  Yours  of  8  p.  m.,  19th,  is  just  received,  and  I  acknowledge 

ceipt  by  direction  of  the  general-in-chief,  who  instructed  me  also  to  say  i 

the  whole  army  is  moving  to  your  assistance  as  rapidly  as  possible.     Upon 
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appToacH  lie  wishes  you  to  be  prepared  to  assume  the  offensive  against  the 
enemy. 

C5olonel  Asmussen  has  directions  for  you.    All  ambulances  will  be  given  you 
thsLti  can. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON,  A.  A,  G. 
J%^ajor  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  heft  Wing, 


Hbaduuartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field.  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  20,  1865 — 4  a.  m. 
Gr  BNBRAL :  I  got   a  despatch  from  General  Schofield  yesterday,  saying  he 
wt^xxld  start  from  Kinston  for  Goldsboro'  yesterday  or  to-day. 

X  have  just  received  information  that  General  Terry  camped  his  troops  five 
(5)  xniles  south  of  Faison's  yesterday,  and  that  he,  in  person,  reached  Faison's 
ou    CL  train  last  night. 

I  have  ordered  him  to  feel  into  Goldsboro'  for  Greneral  Schofield,  and  up  to 
Co^^Js  bridge  for  me. 

VVe  all  move  at  five  (5)  a.  m.  toward  you ;  hold  fast  to  your  position,  which 
I  t.a.le  for  granted  is  now  well  fortified,  but  be  ready  to  attack  the  enemy  the 
Dj^Oriaent  you  see  signs  of  let  go ;  follow  him  as  far  as  Mill  creek,  and  take  posi- 
tloi:x    covering  the  movement  of  your  trains  on  the  direct  Goldsboro'  road. 

i±'  it  be  true  that  General  Terry  has  reached  Faison's  on  a  train,  we  will  be 
abl^  to  send  your  wounded  down  .to  Wilmington  from  Neuse  river  bridge.     You 
pha.ll  have  the  use  of  every  ambulance  in  the  army  not  absolutely  needed 
ifl  ^be  other  corps  and  divisions. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
2M;ajor  Greneral  Slocdm, 

Commanding  Le/t  Wing, 


[Cipher.] 


Hbadquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  20,  1865—4  a.  m. 

^^BNBRAL:  I  have  just  learned  through  your  cavalry  of  your  arrival  at 

^^-t^on's. 

.^^^hnston,  with  his  concentrated  force,  made  an  unsuccessful  attack  on  my 

lent    -wring  yesterday,  near  Bentonville.     I  am  just  starting  with  my  right  wing 

^,g4ttackhim. 

-S^^  into  Goldsboro'  for  General  Schofield,  and  up  the  Falling  creek  and 
Jt*^^CL*B  bridge,  for  me.     We  have  cavalry  pickets  south  of  Goldsboro'.    The 

^^=Me  bridges  are  burned. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

-^lajor  General  A.  H.  Terry,  Commanding,  fyc. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  20,  18G5 — 6  a.  m. 
.   General  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  despatch  of  yesterday.     I  had 
i^^t  gent  off  a  cipher  despatch  to  you,  but  as  yours  is  plain,  I  infer  you  have  no 
t^p\xer  clerk. 
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Yesterday  Johnston,  with  his  force  concentrated,  struck  my  left  wing  near 
Bentonville,  and  they  had  a  severe  battle,  lasting  until  night.  General  Slocnm 
beat  them  off,  but  was  uneasy.  I  am  now  turning  the  right  wing  on  Benton- 
ville. 

I  want  you  to  move  to  Mount  Olive  station  and  communicate  with  General 
Schofield,  who  ought  to  be  at  Goldsboro'  to-night,  and  then  feel  up  for  me  on 
the  south  of  the  Neuse  towards  Bentonville. 

Get  the  railroad  from  Northeast  branch  to  the  Neuse  in  running  order  to  the 
capacity  of  the  captured  stock. 

The  railroad  and  road  bridges  near  Goldsboro'  were  burned  yesterday,  on  be- 
ing threatened  by  some  of  our  cavalry  parties.  If  General  Schofield  gets  to 
Goldsboro',  the  road  bridges  should  be  rebuilt  at  once.  If  you  need  pon- 
toons, I  can  send  you  some  of  canvas. 

Half  our  trains  are  with  General  Slocum,  near  Bentonville,  and  the  other  halP* 
about  eight  miles  south  of  this,  on  the  road  from  Cox's  bridge  to  Wilmington. 

By  to-night  I  will  know  if  Joe  Johnston  intends  to  fight  me  in  force,  when  LI 
will  communicate  further.  Until  you  know  the  result,  you  and  General  Scho- 
field should  work  up  to  my  support  south  of  the  Neuse. 

Send  that  cavalry  regiment  through  to  me  via  the  Bentonville  road.  TVes 
hold  the  bridge  over  Falling  creek. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Major  General  Terry, 

Faison's  JDepoL 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldt  near  Bentonville^  March  20,  1865 — 2  p.m. 
General  Schofield:  Your  despach  of  yesterday  is  received.  You  can 
march  into  Goldsboro'  without  opposition.  General  Terry  is  at  Faison's,  and  I 
have  ordered  him  to  Cox's  bridge  till  the  present  action  is  over.  I  am  now 
within  two  miles  of  Slocum,  but  Johnston  is  between  us.  We  are  now  skir- 
mishing. 

After  occupying  Goldsboro',  if  you  hear  nothing  to  the  contrary,  join  a  part 
of  your  force  with  General  Terry's,  and  come  to  me,  wherever  I  may  be. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippf, 

In  the  Held,  March  20,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 

General  :  I  find  the  topography  of  the  country  diflferent  from  what  I  ex- 
pected. The  road  from  Falling  creek  church  will  be  very  bad  in  wet  weather 
as  far  as  Cox's  bridge;  thence  for  eight  miles  very  good,  with  sandy  ground  and 
open  fields  hence  about  ten  miles  from  Cox's  bridge.  We  are  on  flat  pine  land, 
such  as  makes  bad  roads  in  wet  weather. 

We  struck  the  enemy  on  his  left  rear  about  noon,  and  have  pressed  bim  very 
hard,  and  have  dislodged  him  from  all  his  barricades,  except  the  line  constructed 
as  against  you,  which  may  be  double,  or  enclosed ;  for  our  men  find  parapets 
from  the  road  well  down  to  Mill  creek.  Johnston  hoped  to  overcome  your 
wing  before  I  could  come  to  your  relief;  having  failed  in  that,  I  cannot  Bee  why 
he  remains,  and  still  think  he  will  avail  himself  of  night  to  get  back  to  Smith- 
field.  I  would  rather  avoid  a  general  battle,  if  possible ;  but  if  he  insista  on  it» 
we  must  accommodate  him.    In  that  event,  if  he  be  in  position  to-morrow,  I 
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want  jou  to  make  a  good  road  around  his  flank  into  this,  and  to-morrow  night 
pass  your  trains  and  dispose  your  troops,  so  that  we  have  our  hack  towards 
Paison's  and  Goldsboro'.  General  Schofield  was  to  leave  Kinston  for  Golds- 
l)oro'  to-day,  and  General  Terry  has  arrived  with  9,000  infantry  at  Faison's, 
-and  I  have  ordered  him  to  Cox's  bridge,  to  be  drawn  up  here  if  we  need  him. 
n  can  also  draw  on  General  Schofield,  in  a  few  days,  for  10,000  men ;  but  I 
"think  we  have  enough. 

First,  in  case  of  being  forced  to  fight  the  enemy  here,  we  must  send  our  trains 
"^0  Kinston  for  supplies,  and  therefore  get  a  road  at  once  around  the  flank  of 
tJie  enemy;  the  rest  is  in  our  possession — retain  ordnance,  and  all  wagons 
"iwith  food ;  all  else  should  go  down. 

Make  no  orders  as  yet,  till  to-morrow  reveals  the  purpose  of  our  enemy  ;  but 
tliink  the  problem  over. 

Post  General  Hazen  to  your  right,  so  as  to  join  his  own  corps — the  15th. 
Keep  General  Kilpatrick  on  your  left  rear ;  feel  the  enemy  at  several  points  to- 
nfg-bt,  and  if  he  retreats,  try  and  get  some  prisoners.    Make  me  a  report  of  to- 
^^'s  operations  with  you,  and  describe  more  fully  the  topography. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 
Alajor  General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Bentonvilley  N,  G,,  March  20,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 

Gr^NERAL  :  We  struck  Johnston  on  his  left  rear  to-day,  and  have  been  skir- 
miali  ing  pretty  hard  all  day.  We  have  opened  communication  *with  General 
Slooum,  who  had  a  hard  fight  yesterday.  We  are  now  ready  for  battle,  if  John- 
8ton.  desires  it,  to-morrow ;  but  as  he  has  failed  to  overcome  one  wing,  he  will 
hardly  invite  battle  with  both.  I  don't  want  to  fight  now,  or  here,  and  therefore 
won't  object  to  his  drawing  ofi*  to-night  towards  Smithfield,  as  he  should.  Gen- 
*^1  Schofield  moves  to-day  from  Kinston  for  Goldsboro',  and  I  wish  you  to  go 
^  Gox's,  to  which  |K)int  I  will  send  a  pontoon  train,  if  I  conclude  to  lay  a  bridge 
there.  The  north  side  of  the  Neuse  will  afford  us  good  foraging  ground,  and  will 
^  *  direct  threat  to  Smithfield,  and  the  rear  of  Johnston's  army,  now  to  my 
"^^t.  I  may  have  to  send  all  my  empty  wagons  to  Kinston  for  clothing  and 
applies,  but  you  would  do  well  to  have  the  railroad  from  Wilmington  repaired 
^P  to  the  Neuse,  and  you  can  draw  supplies  up  that  road. 

J^  Johnston  insists  on  fighting  us  here,  I  may  call  you  up ;  but  if  he  goes  I 
^U  drop  down  to  Goldsboro',  put  you  about  Faison's  or  Mount  Olive,  and  G^n- 
^^  Schofield  at  Kinston,  until  we  are  re-supplied  and  equipped  for  the  next 
campaign.    This  will  take  us  a  couple  of  weeks. 

-  Suppose  you  will  be  put  to  your  wits  to  feed  your  men  until  the  roads  are 
^'^^ipped,  but  it  is  wonderful  how  necessity  develops  the  searching  Qualities  of 
wldi^rg^    My  men  seem  to  keep  fat  and  healthy  on  parched  com  ana  bacon. 

3^ve  both  bridges  over  Falling  Water  put  in  good  order,  and  tell  General 
Bcho^eld  to  repair  at  once  the  road  bridge  across  the  Neuse  at  Goldsboro'.   The 
™ix>ad  bridge  will  be  built  by  Colonel  Wright,  with  his  railroad  gang. 
^  ^  hope  we  shall  have  some  fine  weather,  as  rain  makes  these  roads  ter- 

riWe. 

Tours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
^jor  General  Terry,  Mount  Olive. 
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Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi 

In  the  field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C,  March  21,  1865 

General  :  Captain  Twining  is  here,  and  I  send  by  him  an  order  that, ; 
will  perceive,  looks  to  staying  here  some  days. 

I  thought  Johnston,  having  failed  as  he  attempted  to  crush  one  of  my  wii 
finding  he  had  not  succeeded,  but  that  I  was  present  with  my  whole  fo 
would  withdraw,  but  he  has  not,  and  I  must  fight  him  here.  He  is  twenty  ( 
miles  from  Smithfield,  with  a  bad  road  to  his  rear,  but  his  position  is  in 
swamps,  difficult  of  approach,  and  I  don't  like  to  assail  his  parapets,  which 
of  the  old  kind. 

As  soon  as  you  get  Goldsboro'  leave  a  small  garrison  ;  break  the  bridge  aci 
Little  river,  above  the  railroad,  but  use  the  one  near  its  mouth,  at  old  Wayi 
boro*,  and  advance  to  Millard,  where  you  can  effect  a  junction  with  Terry, 
need  leave  a  very  small  picket  at  Cox's  bridge.  Make  up  a  force  of  ab 
25,000  men,  leaving  at  Goldsboro'  Carter's  division,  if,  as  I  understand,  i 
composed  of  troops  properly  belonging  to  this  army.  Let  me  know  the  mon 
these  combinations  are  made,  when  we  can  act. 

I  would  like  to  have  your  pontoon  bridge  across  Neuse,  about  Jericho,  so  t 
our  trains  to  and  from  Kinston  can  use  it.  General  Howard  will  bridge  a 
near  Goldsboro',  and  General  Slocum  at  Cox's.  The  roads  are  now  compj 
tively  good,  and  I  want  to  make  the  most  of  the  good  weather,  but  the  mon 
Johnston  gives  ground  I  propose  lo  fall  back  on  Goldsboro',  and  await  the  c 
pletion  of  our  railroad  and  the  re-equipment  of  my  army.  I  will  probably  j 
you  at  Kinston,  General  Terry   about  Faison's,  and  this  army  at  G^ldsbc 

You  will  probably  find  plenty  of  corn,  bacon,  and  corn-meal  in  the  coun 
from  Waynesboro'  to  Millard.  The  road  near  the  Neuse  is  also  better  than 
one  back,  as  it  is  better  drained.  All  the  heads  of  creeks  in  this  region 
Bwampy,  and  level  pine  lands  that  afford  bad  roads. 

I  expect  you  surely  at  Goldsboro'  to-day,  and  that  you  have  at  once  sect 
the  bridge  across  Little  river.  I  don't  think  you  will  find  anything  over  tl 
but  cavalry.  Hoke  is  to  our  front ;  we  took  prisoners  from  his  command  yes 
day. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  Genera* 

Major  General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C,  March  21, 1865 — 6  p.  n 

General  :  It  is  manifest  that  we  are  not  to  be  favored  with  weather.  A 
raining  six  weeks,  it  has,  apparently,  set  in  for  another  six  weeks.  I  w 
while  waiting  for  the  pontoon  train,  you  would  keep  strong  details  corduroy 
the  roads  at  the  low  places,  especially  in  the  bottoms  of  Falling  creek,  at  I 
bridges,  or  at  the  bridges  on  both  roads,  viz :  the  one  from  Cox's  to  Goldsbc 
and  the  one  from  Falling  Greek  School  House  to  Goldsboro'.  Better  kee 
thousand  men  on  detail  for  such  work.  We  will  corduroy  back  towards  you 
you  towards  Goldsboro'.  Rails  are  pretty  good,  but  pine  saplings,  t«i  inc 
through,  the  cut  split  in  two,  the  flat  side  laid  down,  make  a  better  road. 

We  have  had  some  pretty  hard  skirmishing  all  round  the  line,  but  notl 
material  either  way.  If  I  could  get  the  railroad  done  to  Goldsboro'  I  wouk 
better  off  than  Johnston,  as  he  has  the  same  weather,  and,  I  think,  a  worse  r 
to  his  base  at  Smithfield,  both  distances  twenty  miles. 
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.  X  am  very  anxious  to  Lear  of  General  Schofield,  at  Goldsboro',  and  especially 
thsLTi  the  railroad  is  done  to  that  point.  It  should  have  been  completed  before  I 
gt>t;  here. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Jlcf  ajor  General  Terry,  Commanding  Bridge, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  near  BentonviUe,  N.  C,  March  22,  I860 — 6J  a,  m. 
CBrBNERAL  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  write  you. 
The  effect  of  the  operations  of  our  skirmishers  yesterday  and  last  night  has 
been,  that  the  enemy  has  left  his  position  and  retreated  towards  or  beyond  Mill 
ereek.  The  general  desires  you  to  use  all  possible  expedition  in  effecting  a 
cn^eising  at  Cox's  bridge,  over  the  Neuse,  getting  the  bridge  down  at  the  earliest 
pT&cticable  moment.  If  the  bridge-train  has  not  reached  you,  he  wishes  that  you 
Bend  couriers  to  it  to  hurry  up. 

Oommunicate  these  facts  to  Major  General  Schofield,  and  that  General  Sher- 
maja.  expects  him  to  occupy  Goldsboro'  at  once.     Johnston  may  attempt  sending 
a  force  there  from  Smithfield,  and  therefore  it  is  important  for  General  Scho- 
fi^d   to  occupy  Goldsboro'. 
Let  your  despatch  bearer  go  at  a  gallop. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
^cijor  Generid  A.  H.  Terry,  Commanding,  Sfc, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C,  March  22,  1865, 
I  have  just  been  at  the  front.  Johnston  retreated  last  night  on  Smithfield  in 
KTCkG  confusion,  leaving  dead  and  wounded.  We  have  pursued  two  miles  be- 
yoad  Mill  creek,  but  are  not  in  a  condition  as  to  our  supplies  to  follow  up  our 
*d^a.titage,  which  amounts  to  a  substantial  victory,  and  accordingly  I  have  or- 
dere<i  the  army  to  move  towards  Goldsboro'.  I  can't  imagine  why  I  don't  hear 
^na  General  Schofield.  Until  I  know  he  has  Goldsboro',  I  must  direct  my  at- 
tention on  that  point. 

I  oommend  highly  your  promptness  in  securing  the  crossing  at  Cox's.  If 
you  observe  any  of  the  enemy's  force  on  the  north  side,  move  across  a  whole 
"jviaicn  and  intrench  it,  so  as  to  command  all  the  outlet  roads,  and  so  that  if  I 
w^oos^  I  can  cross  General  Slocum's  wing  there,  and  move  out  against  the  rail- 
'^i  iDctween  Goldsboro'  and  Smithfield. 
^  '^ill  probably  come  down  to-day  and  stay  with  you. 
Tours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
^^or  General  Terry, 

^      Commanding  at  Cox^s  Bridge, 


I 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C,  March  22,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
^Bneral  :  The  enemy  having  retreated  precipitately  and  in  disorder  from 
o\ir  front,  and  we  not  being  in  a  condition  as  to  supplies  to  follow  up,  will  mov^ 
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on  Goldsboro',  from  which  place  I  have  nothing  definite.  General  Terry  re 
ports  that  he  has  crossed  the  Neuse  to  the  north  bank,  where  he  has  a  brigad 
intrenched.  From  that  position  I  can  take  Goldsboro*  without  delay  or  troubh 
I  shall  go  there  to-night.  General  Slocum's  wing  will  also  be  at  or  near  Cox'i 
but  General  Howard  will  remain  till  morning.  To-morrow  morning,  unlfi 
nothing  happens  in  the  interval,  move  your  cavalry  slowly  and  in  order  h^ 
circuit  to  the  south,  to  Mount  Olive  Station,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Goldsbon 
road,  and  report  to  me  from  there  by  letter.  General  Terry,  on  his  way  u\ 
secured  two  locomotives  and  a  few  old  cars,  and  found  the  road  in  good  ordc 
from  Northeast  Branch,  near  Wilmington,  to  Mount  Olive,  so  that  I  hope  to  c 
able  to  supply  you  food  and  forage  from  that  quarter,  which  will  relieve  tl 
Newbem  road,  which,  for  some  reason,  was  more  damaged  by  the  enemy. 

Nevertheless,  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  gather  all  the  food  and  forage  of  tl 
country  you  can.  I  claim,  of  course,  the  absolute  right  to  all  property  lyin 
south  of  our  route  of  march,  and  care  not  how  close  you  pinch  the  inhabitanti 
if  it  be  done  without  pillage  of  the  mere  household  goods  and  apparel  of  womei 

General  Schofield  reports  this  morning  from  Goldsboro'.  So  our  campaign  J 
an  eminent  success. 

Yours,  truly,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 

Major  General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Forces, 


HBADaiJARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  fields  near  Benf^mville,  N.  C,  March  22,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
General  :  Your  despatch  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  We  whipped  a 
of  Joe  Johnston's  army  yesterday,  and  he  retreated  in  disorder  in  the  nigh 
We  are  in  possession  of  the  field,  and  our  skirmishers  are  after  his  rear  guar< 
two  miles  north  of  Mill  creek.  We  ai«  not  in  a  condition  as  to  supplies  to  fo 
low  up,  but  will  gradually  draw  back  to  Goldsboro'  and  refit. 

Push  the  repairs  of  the  railroad  back  to  Newbem.  You  need  not  advance  1 
Millard,  but  secure  all  the  bridges  across  Little  river,  and  lay  your  pontooi 
across  Neuse  near  the  main  road  south,  unless  in  the  mean  time  you  have  use 
it  on  Little  river. 

'  We  have  many  prisoners,  and  I  think  we  can  get  along  till  our  wagons  g» 
back  from  Kinston.  General  Slocum  will  move  to-day  to  Cox's  bridge,  bi 
General  Howard  will  remain  till  morning  and  follow  us  to  Goldsboro'.  I  wi 
go  to  Cox's  to-day,  and  if  yeu  have  gone  to  Millard's,  will  communicate  wit 
you.  If  this  finds  you  at  Millard's,  draw  back  to  the  Little  river,  on  the  Gold 
boro'  side. 

I  will  not  move  against  Raleigh  till  we  are  resupplied. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  GeTieral  Commanding, 
Major  General  Schofield,  Goldsboro'. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Bentonville,  N,  C,  March  22,  1865. 

General  :  General  Schofield  reports   from  Goldsboro',  which  he  occupie 

with  little  opposition,  so  that  our  campaign  is  an  eminent  success.     Let  Oenen 

Slocum  have  the  roads  to-day,  and  to-morrow  move  at  your  leisure  to  your  ne^ 

position  on  the  right  of  Goldsboro',  facing  north,  first  south  of  the  Neuse  an 
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oe^ct  north.  I  will  promise  that  no  pains  or  efforts  on  my  part  shall  bo  spared 
to  snpply  jonr  command  in  the  most  thorough  manner  before  calling  on  them 
for   new  efforts. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General, 
2l^jor  General  Howard, 

CommandiTig  Right  Wing, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field.  Cox's  Bridge,  Neme  River,  N.  C,  March  22,  1865. 

GrENBRAL:  I  wrote  you  from  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  on  Tuesday,  the 

lithk  instant,  that  I  was  all  ready  to  start  for  Goldsboro',  to  which  point  I  had 

alfto    ordered  General  Schofield  from  Newbem  and  General  Terry  from  Wil- 

miogton.     I  knew  that  General  Joe  Johnston  was  supreme  in  command  against 

me»  and  that  he  would  have  time  to  concentrate  a  respectable  army  to  oppose 

the  last  stage  of  this  march.     Accordingly  General  Slocum  was  ordered  to  send 

^  his    main  supply  train,  under  escort  of  two  divisions,  straight  for  Bentonville, 

while  he,  with  his. other  four  divisions,  disencumbered  of  all  unnecessary  wagons, 

ahauld  march  towards  Raleigh,  by  way  of  threat,  as  far  as  Avery  sboro*.    General 

Howard,  in  like  manner,  sent  his  trains  with  the  17th  corps  well  to  the  right, 

and  with  the  four  divisions  of  the  15th  corps  took  roads  which  would  enable 

him  to  come  promptly  to  the  exposed  left  flank.     We  started  on  the  15th;  but 

again  the  rains  set  in,  and  the  roads,  already  bad  enough,  became  horrible. 

On  Tuesday,  the  15th,  General  Slocum  found  Hardee's  army  from  Charleston, 
^hich  had  retreated  before  us  from  Cheraw,  in  position  across  the  narrow  swampy 
neck  between  Cape  Fear  and  South  river,  where  the  road  branches  off  to  Golds- 
horo*.  There  a  pretty  severe  fight  occurred,  in  which  General  Slocum's  troops 
carried  handsomely  the  advanced  line  held  by  a  South  Carolina  brigade,  com- 
'^^anded  by  a  Colonel  Butler.  Its  commander.  Colonel  Rhett,  of  Fort  Sumter 
notoriety,  with  one  of  his  staff,  had  the  night  before  been  captured  by  Kil- 
patrick's  scouts,  from  his  very  skirmish  line.  The  next  morning  Hardee  was 
found  gone,  and  was  pursued  through  and  beyond  Averysboro*.  General  Slo- 
<^m  buried  one  hundred  and  eight  dead  rebels,  and  captured  and  destroyed 
y^^ee  guns.  Some  eighty  wounded  rebels  were  left  in  our  hands,  and,  after 
***^8ing  their  wounds,  we  left  them  in  a  house  attended  by  a  confederate  officer 
^'^d  four  privates,  detailed  out  of  our  prisoners  and  paroled  for  the  purpose. 
-.  Ve  resumed  the  march  towards  Goldsboro*.  I  was  with  the  left  wing  until 
*  supposed  all  danger  was  passed ;  but  when  General  Slocum's  head  of  column 
^^  within  four  miles  of  Bentonville,  after  skirmishing  as  usual  with  cavalry, 
^^  became  aware  that  there  was  infantry  at  his  front.  He  deployed  a  couple 
^^  brigades,  which,  on  advancing,  sustained  a  partial  repulse,  but  soon  rallied ; 
*?d  he  formed  a  line  of  the  two  leading  divisions,  Morgan's  and  Carlin's,  of 
•'^^ff.  C.  Davis's  corps.  The  enemy  attacked  these  with  violence,  but  was  re- 
posed. This  was  in  the  forenoon  of  Sunday,  the  19th.  General  Slocum  brought 
forward  the  two  divisions  of  the  20th  corps,  and  hastily  disposed  of  them  for 
^^ence,  and  General  Kilpatrick  massed  his  cavalry  on  the  left. 

Oeneral  Joe  Johnston  had  the  night  before  marched  his  whole  army,  Bragg, 
Cheatham,  S.  D.  Lee,  Hardee,  and  all  the  troops  he  had  drawn  from  every 
^^larter,  determined,  as  he  told  his  men,  to  crush  one  of  our  corps,  and  then 
defeat  us  in  detail.  He  attacked  General  Slocum  in  position  from  3  p.  m.  on 
y^e  19tb  till  dark,  but  was  everywhere  repulsed  and  lost  fearfully.  At  the  time, 
f  ^aa  with  the  15th  corps,  marching  on  a  road  more  to  the  right,  but  on  hear- 
ts of  General  Slocum's  danger  directed  that  corps  towards  Cox's  bridge,  and 
^hat  night  brought  Blaur's  corps  over  and  on  the  20th  marched  rapidly  on  Johna- 
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ton's  flank  and  rear.  We  struck  bim  about  noon,  and  forced  bim  to  assume 
defensive  and  to  fortify.  Yesterday  we  pusbed  bim  bard,  and  came  very  r 
crusbing  bim.  The  rigbt  division  of  tbe  17tb  corps.  Mower's,  baving  brokei 
to  witbin  a  bundred  yards  of  wbere  Jobnston  bimself  was,  at  tbe  bridge  aci 
Mill  creek,  last  nigbt  be  retreated,  leaving  us  in  possession  of  tbe  field,  d( 
and  wounded.  We  bave  over  two  thousand  (2,000)  prisoners  from  tbis  ai 
and  tbe  one  at  Aveyrsboro*,  and  I  am  satisfied  tbat  Johnston's  army  was 
roughly  handled  yesterday  tbat  we  could  march  right  on  to  Raleigh ;  but 
bave  now  been  out  six  weeks,  living  precariously  upon  tbe  collections  of 
foragers,  our  men  "dirty,  ragged,  and  saucy,"  and  we  must  rest  and  ^x  c 
little.  Our  entire  losses  thus  far,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  will  be  cove 
by  two  thousand  five  bundred  (2,500,)  a  great  part  of  which  are,  as  usual,  sli 
wounds.  The  enemy  has  lost  more  than  double  as  many,  and  we  bave  in  ji 
oners  alone  full  two  thousand  (2,000.) 

I  limited  tbe  pursuit  tbis  morning  to  Mill  creek,  and  will  forthwith  march 
army  to  Goldsboro'  to  rest,  re-clothe,  and  get  some  rations. 

Our  combinations  were  such  tbat  General  Schofield  entered  Goldsboro'  fl 
Newbern;  General  Terry  got  Cox's  bridge,  with  pontoons  laid,  and  a  brig 
across  intrenched ;  and  we  whipped  Joe  Jobnston — ^all  on  the  same  day. 

After  riding  over  the  field  of  battle  to-day,  near  Bentonville,  and  making 
necessary  orders,  I  have  ridden  down  to  this  place,  Cox's  bridge,  to  see  Gen< 
yerry,  and  to-morrow  shall  ride  into  Goldsboro*. 

I  propose  to  collect  there  my  array  proper;  shall  put  General  Terry  ab 
Faison's  depot,  and  General   Schofield  about   Kinston,  partly  to  protect 
road,  but  more  to  collect  such  food  and  forage  as  the  country  affords  until 
railroads  are  repaired  leading  into  Goldsboro'. 

I  fear  these  have  not  been  pushed  with  the  vigor  I  expected,  but  I  will  s 
bave  them  both  going.  I  shall  proceed  at  once  to  organize  three  armie 
twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  men  each,  and  will  try  and  be  all  ready  to  ms 
to  Raleigh  or  Weldon,  as  we  may  determine,  by  or  before  April  10. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  orders  of  to-day.     1  would  like  to  be  more  i 
cific,  but  have  not  tbe  data.     We  have  lost  no  general  officers  or  no  organizat 
General  Slocum  took  three  guns  at  Averysboro',  and  lost  three  at  tbe  first  d 
on  bim  at  Bentonville.     We  have  all  our  wagons  and  trains  in  good  order. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  Genera 

Lieut.  General  U  S.  Grant, 

Commander-in-Chief,  City  Point,  Va. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Missrssippi, 

In  thejield.  Cox's  Bridge,  N.  C„  March  22,  1865 
General:  We  whipped  Jobnston  yesterday  at  Bentonville.  The  army  ' 
march  for  Goldsboro*.  Be  prepared  to  feed  this  army,  sixty  thousand  (60,0( 
at  Goldsboro' ;  General  Schofield *s,  twenty  thousand  (20,000,)  at  Kinst 
General  Terry's,  ten  thousand  (10,000,)  at  Faison's  depot;  and  General  J 
Patrick's,  five  iboudand  (5,000),  at  Mount  Olive  station.  Tbe  two  former  ^ 
draw  up  by  the  Newbern  road;  the  two  latter  by  the  Wilmington  road.  SI 
tbis  to  General  Eastou.  I  will  be  at  Goldsboro*  to-morrow,  and  will  advise  ] 
more  fully. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Generm 
Brevet  Brig.  General  Beckwith,  Newbern. 
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HEADaUARTERS  MlLITARV  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

In  the  field,  Goldsboro\  N.  C,  March  23,  1865. 
General  :  On  reaching  Goldsboro'  this  morning,  I  found  Lieutenant  Dunn 
raiting  me  with  your  letter  of  March  16  and  despatch  of  17th.  I  wrote  you 
lly  from  Beutonville  yesterday,  and  since  reaching  Goldsboro'  have  learned 
at  my  letter  was  sent  punctually  down  to  Newbern,  where  it  will  be  de- 
latched  to  you. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  General  Sheridan  did  such  good  service  between 
icbmond  and  Lynchburg,  and  hope  he  will  keep  the  ball  moving.  I  know 
tese  raids  and  dashes  disconcert  our  enemy  and  discourage  him. 
General  Slocum's  two  corps,  14th  and  20th,  arc  now  coming  in,  and  I  will 
spose  of  them  north  of  Goldsboro',  between  the  Weldon  road  and  Little  river, 
eneral  Howard  to-day  is  marching  south  of  the  Neuse,  and  to-morrow  will 
»me  in  and  occupy  ground  north  of  Goldsboro',  and  extending  from  the  Wel- 
m  railroad  to  that  leading  to  Kins  ton. 

I  have  ordered  all  the  provisional  divisions,  made  up  of  troops  belonging  to 
her  corps,  to  be  broken  up,  and  the  men  to  join  their  proper  regiments  and 
ganizations ;  and  have  ordered  General  Schoiield  to  guard  the  railroad  back 

Newbern  and  Wilmington,  and  to  make  up  a  movable  column  equal  to 
renty-five  thousand  (25,000)  men,  with  which  to  take  the  field.  He  will  be 
Y  centre,  as  on  the  Atlanta  campaign.  I  don't  think  I  want  auy  more  troops, 
her  than  absentees  and  recruits  to  fill  up  the  predent  regiments ;  but  that  I 
n  make  up  an  ai-my  of  eighty  thousand  (80,000)  men  by  April  10.  1  will 
it  General  Kilpatrick  out  at  Mount  Olive  station  on  the  Wilmington  road, 
id  then  allow  the  army  some  rest. 

We  have  sent  all  our  wnpty  wagons  under  escort,  with  the  proper  staff  offi- 
n,  to  bring  up  from  Kingston  clothing  and  provisions.  As  Ljng  as  we  move 
e  can  gather  food  and  forage;  but  the  moment  we  stop,  trouble  begins. 
I  feel  sadly  disappointed  that  our  railroads  are  not  done.  1  don't  like  to  say 
texe  has  been  any  neglect  until  I  make  inquiries ;  but  it  does  seem  to  me  the 
pairs  should  have  been  made  and  the  road  properly  stocked.  I  can  only  hear 
'  one  locomotive,  beside  the  four  old  ones,  on  the  Newbern  road,  and  two 
imaged  locomotives  found  by  Terry  on  the  Wilmington  road.  I  left  Generals 
uton  and  Beckwith  purposely  to  make  arrangements  in  anticipation  of  my 
rival,  and  I  have  heard  from  neither,  though  I  suppose  them  both  to  be  at 
orebead  City. 

At  all  events,  we  have  now  made  a  junction  of  all  the  armies,  and  if  we  can 
aintain  them,  will,  in  a  short  time,  be  in  position  to  march  against  Raleigh,  or 
aston,  or  Weldon,  or  even  Richmond,  as  you  may  determine. 
If  I  get  the  troops. all  well  placed,  and  the  supplies  working  well,  I  might 
in  up  to  see  you  for  a  day  or  two  before  diving  again  into  the  bowels  of  the 
untry. 

I  will  make  in  a  very  short  time  accurate  reports  of  our  operations  for  the 
iBt  two  mouths. 

Yours,  truly,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding, 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va, 


[Telegram.  ] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldsboro',  March  23,  1865. 
olonel  Wright,  Morehead  City: 

Report  to  me  the  condition  of  the  railroad.     Employ  at  any  cost  laborers  to 
It  both  the  Wilmington  and  Newbern  branches  in  order.     Hire  three  gangs 
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at  each  point  to  work  eacli  eight  hours,  calling  it  a  day,  bo  that  you  mi 
three  days*  work  in  twenty-four  hours.  My  army  is  now  coming  in,  an 
will  be  here  to-day  and  to-morrow.  1  was  much  disappointed  that  this  wa 
already  done.  Cars  must  carry  into  Kinston  at  once  supplies.  I  will  p* 
engineer  regiment  at  once  to  work  from  this  end.  You  can  have  as  man; 
tails  as  you  want.    Expedition  is  the  thing. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Genet 


Headquahters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldsharo\  N.  C,  March  24,  !» 

General:  I  have  kept  Lieutenant  Dunn  over  to-day  that  I  might  p 
further.  All  the  army  is  now  in  save  the  cavalry,  which  1  have  posted  at  IM 
Olive  Station,  south  of  the  Neuse,  and  General  Terry's  command,  whic 
morrow  will  move  from  Cox's  ferry  to  Faison's  depot,  also  on  the  Wilmii 
road.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  orders  of  this  morning,  the  operations  of  m 
will,  I  think,  soon  complete  our  roads.  The  telegraph  is  now  done  to  More 
City,  and  by  it  I  learn  that  stores  have  been  sent  to  Kinston  in  boats,  an( 
wagons  are  there  loading  with  rations  and  clothing.  By  using  the  Neui 
high  up  as  Kinston,  and  hauling  from  there  twenty -six  (26)  miles,  am 
equipping  the  two  roads  to  Morehead  City  and  Wilmington,  I  feel  certain  ] 
not  only  feed  and  equip  the  army,  but  in  a  short  time  fill  our  wagons  fo 
other  start.  I  feel  certain,  from  the  character  of  the  fighting,  tljat  we  hav 
Johnston's  army  afraid  of  us.  He  himself  acts  with  timidity  and  caution, 
cavalry  alone  manifests  spirit,  but  limits  its  operations  to  our  stragglers 
foraging  parties.  My  marching  columns  of  infantry  don't  pay  the  cavalrj 
attention,  but  walk  right  through  it. 

I  think  I  see  pretty  clearly  how,  in  one  more  move,  we  can  checkmate 
forcing  him  to  unite  Johnston  with  him  in  the  defence  of  Richmond  or  aba 
the  cause.  I  feel  certain  if  he  leaves  Richmond,  Virginia  leaves  the  confede 
I  will  study  my  maps  a  little  more  before  giving  my  clear  views.  I  war 
possible  information  of  the  Roanoke  as  to  navigability,  how  far  up,  and 
what  draught. 

We  find  the  country  here  sandy,  dry,  and  with  good  roads,  and  more 
and  forage  than  I  expected.     The  families  remain,  but  1  will  gradually 
them  all  out  to  Raleigh  or  Wilmington.     We  will  need  every  house  in  the  1 
Lieutenant  Dunn  can  tell  you  of  many  things  of  which  I  need  not  write. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gcner 

Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point,  Va. 


Headquarters  Military  DivisiOxN  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  field,  Goldsboro*,  N.  C,  March  24,  18< 

General  :  Yours  of  this  date  to  the  general-in-chief  is  received,  and 
much  gratified  that  your  command  is  in  such  good  condition  as  to  forage ;  a 
all  you  can. 

General  Terry's  command  will  be  posted  at  Faison's,  and  must  have  th 
of  the  railroad  to  supply  it  All  arrangements  possible  are  being  made  t 
end  that  all  troops  shall  be  well  supplied.  I  enclose  an  order  of  this 
which  will  give  you  a  complete  understanding  of  the  matter. 

At  present  there  is  a  good  supply  of  subsistence,  clothing,  &c»  at  Kin 
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aad  if  yon  will  send  yoor  spare  wagons  tbere  with  the  proper  staff  officers,  Gol- 
oacfl  6arber»  acting  chief  quartermaster,  will  give  you  loads  and  all  supplies 
ti&A^t  can  be  furnished. 

CThere  is  also  a  quantity  of  mail  for  the  army  there. 
I  am,  with  respect,  Sec, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  GcneraU 
General  Kilfatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  DivrsroN  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  24,  1865. 
GrBNBRAL :  A  despatch  from  Colonel  Garber  states  that  the  trains  of  the  15th 
and  17th  corps  sent  to  Kinston  are  returning  loaded  with  subsistence  and  some 
clothing,  &c.  He  says  if  trains  are  kept  moving  with  regularity  from  the  command 
to  til  at  point  he  can  keep  the  army  supplied  from  the  stores  that  are  arriving  there 
by  mrater.  The  general-in-chief  suggests  that  you  keep  your  spare  wagons  mov- 
ing accordingly.  Colonel  Garber  will  need  some  four  hundred  contrabands  for 
loading  trains  and  unloading  vessels,  and  with  the  next  train  you  send  down 
you.  should  send  some  to  him. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing, 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Misssisippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldshoro',  N.  C,  March  24,  1865. 
General  Easton,  Chief  Quartermaster,  Morehead  City  : 

Our  field  transportation  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  if  you  can  place,  by 
^^T,  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  freight  per  week  at  Kinston,  independent  of  the 
)|J^iit>ad,  it  can  be  brought  from  there  by  the  wagons  when  the  roads  are  good. 
^^^  teams  will  be  the  better  for  bein^  out  of  camp.  The  general  suggests 
"^t  yon  aim  to  accomplish  this.  It  is  desirable  to  relieve  the  railroad  as  much 
^  possible. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  G-eneral. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  24,  1865. 
General  Dodob,  Quartermaster,  Morehead  City  : 

Your  despatch  received.  Tell  General  Easton  to  unload  and  despatch  vessels 
north  as  fast  as  possible,  and  you  proceed  with  all  speed  to  General  Grant*  and 
he  wai  order  the  cars  and  locomotives  we  want  from  Norfolk  and  elsewhere. 
Lieutenant  Dunn  will  be  down  to-night,  before  daylight,  with  despatches  for 
General  Grant.  Wait  and  take  him  along  with  you.  Remember  how  valuable 
time  i8.  We  can  bring  up  daily  supplies  enough,  but  to  move,  I  must  have 
enough  ahead  to  fill  my  wagons. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Generah 
24  • 
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[Telej^m.] 

Hbadquabters  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Gold9horo\  March  25,  1865. 
General  Easton,  Morehead  City: 

I  will  come  down  with  Colonel  Wright.  Have  a  steamer  to  take  me  to  City 
Point ;  only  four  in  the  party.  If  the  navy  has  a  good  ganboat  doing  notUng 
I  would  aak  for  it.  I  want  to  see  General  Grant  and  retnm  at  once ;  to  he 
absent  not  to  exceed  five  days. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General 


[Telegram.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  March  25,  1865. 
Colonel  Garbbr,  Kinstan  : 

I  think  2,000  tons  a  week  should  come  bj  water  to  Eanston,  and  then  be 
hauled  in  wagons  to  our  camps.  This  will  help  the  railroad  till  we  get  it  stocked, 
and  our  mules  can  make  one  round  trip  a  week  and  thrive ;  so  keep  that  line 
moving  while  Colonel  Wright  pushes  his  railroad  from  Morehead  City  and  Wil- 
mington.   We  are  doing  finely  now. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Newhem,  N.  C,  March  30,  1865. 
General  Schofield,  Goldsboro* : 

Have  just  arrived  from  City  Point — all  well.  Have  completed  arrangements 
for  twenty-five  additional  barges  and  five  tugs.  General  McGallum,  of  railroad 
department,  is  with  me ;  we  will  be  up  to-night.  Telegraph  me  any  news*  if 
there  be  any.  General  Grant  with  his  whole  army  marched  out  of  their  lines 
towards  Dinwiddie  Court  House,  and  liCe  must  attack  him  or  the  force  lefi  in- 
trenched at  City  Point.  General  Sheridan  is  on  General  Grant*s  left.  I  saw 
him  and  the  President,  and  have  a  fiill  understanding.  Evervthing  seems  most 
favorable.  I  want  to  be  all  ready  by  April  10.  Please  send  this  message  to 
Generals  Slocum  and  Howard.  Tell  General  Slocum  the  orders  were  made  he 
asked  for  ;  also,  your  two  corps  and  commanders  are  as  requested.  We  must 
hold  on  to  Kinston  till  the  last  moment,  and  then  throw  everything  round  by 
water  to  Halifax,  Winton,  and  Norfolk. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


[Telegram.  ] 

Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  tub  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Newbem,  N.  C,  March  30,  1866. 
'General  Easton,  Chief  Quartermaster,  Goldsboro' : 

General  McGallum  is  with  me,  and  will  be  here  in  an  hoar.  We  cune  from 
'City  Point  in  the  naval  steamer  Bat,  through  Hatteras  inlety  bat  she  kroke 
down  ten  miles  below,  and  I  came  ap  in  a  small  row-boat,  and  haTe  seat  a  tog 
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•down  for  the  rest.  I  got  at  Norfolk  twenty-five  barges  of  150  tons,  and  five  (5) 
tugs.  The  beet  we  can  do  will  be  to  bring  np  to  Kinston  in  barges  three  thon- 
Band  (3,000)  tons  of  supplies  and  load  up  our  supply  trains  there,  about  the  Gth 
of  April.  In  the  mean  time  the  railroad  can  supply  clothing,  and  immediate 
wants.  Make  your  calculations  to  have  all  our  men  provided  and  equipped 
ready  to  start  Ibr  our  next  objective  by  or  before  April  10.  (General  Grant's 
army  is  in  motion;  it  started  yesterday,  and  I  don't  see  how  Lee  can 
refuse  to  accept  battle  at  once.  We  must  be  ready  as  soon  as  possible.  Take 
a  nunnte  account  of  transportation,  so  as  to  divide  it  out  according  to  effective 
strength.  When  we  start  I  want  you  and  General  Beckwith  to  move  by  water 
to  another  point  on  the  coast  which  I  will  designate. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GeneraL 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Go1dshorv\  N.  (7.,  March  31,  1865. 
GB?fBRAL:  I  reached  Goldsboro'  last  night,  and  find  all  things  working 
welL  The  enemy  has  manifested  no  activity  hereabouts,  and  has  only  some 
eavalry,  seemingly,  moving  across  our  front  from  west  to  east.  The  railroad  to 
the  seaeoast  at  Morehead  City  is  working  well,  and  is  dicing  good  work,  but  the 
WHmington  branch  is  not  yet  done.  I  have  concluded  arrangements  for  the 
baiges  to  be  loaded  and  brought  to  Elinston,  where  our  wagons  will  meet  them ; 
afk^wards,  they  can  be  reloaded  and  moved  up  to  the  Chowan  to  await  our  arri- 
val north  of  the  Roanoke. 

I  shall  keep  things  moving,  and  be  all  ready  by  the  date  fixed,  April  10.  In 
the  mean  time  I  expect  to  hear  the  result  of  your  moving  by  the  left  flank.  I 
will  keep  you  daily  advised  of  our  progress. 

I  must  now  set  to  work  to  make  a  report  of  our  march  from  Savannah  to 
Croldsboro'  before  it  fades  from  memory,  or  gets  lost  in  the  rush  of  events.  John 
Shennan  came  with  me  here,  and  will  Tetum  with  this  to  Old  Point.  I  think 
Lee  will  unite  his  and  Johnston's  army.  I  cannot  think  he  will  coop  himself  in 
Richmond.  If  he  do,  he  is  not  the  general  he  is  reputed  to  be ;  but  we  must 
go  straight  for  him  and  fight  him  in  open  aground,  or  coop  him  up,  when  starva- 
tion will  tame  him. 

If  General  Sheridan  swings  off  and  is  likely  to  come  down  toward  me,  get 
me  word  that  I  may  meet  him.    1  doiftt  if  he  can  cross  the  Roanoke  for  a 
month  yet,  unless  he  has  pontoons  with  him  ;  but  he  cannot  be  better  employed 
than  in  raiding  the  road  about  Burkesville. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GeneraL 
Lieut  General  U.  S.  Grant,  CUy  Point. 


Hbaduuartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

In  ifie  field,  Goldaboro^  N.  C,  March  31,  1865. 
Drar  Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  and  satisfaction  to  receive  your  letter  and  tele- 
gram of  welcome  when  at  City  Point  and  Old  Point  Comfort 

I  am  back  again  at  my  post,  possessed  of  the  wishes  and  plans  of  the  general- 
in-chief,  and  think  in  due  time  I  can  play  my  part  in  the  coming  campaign. 
All  things  are  working  well,  and  I  have  troops  enough  to  accomplish  the  part 
aflflimed  me,  and  only  await  the  loading  our  wagons,  patching  up  and  mending 
mmae  necessary  by  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  past  winter. 
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Feeliti^  as  I  do  the  responsibilities  that  rest  on  me,  I  shall  spare  no  labor  of 
body  or  mind  to  deserve  the  success  and  consequent  blessings  that  you  so 
heartily  call  down  on  me.  Others  must  tell  you  of  the  continued  harmony  and 
confidence  that  pervade  this  army,  to  which  qualities  the  country  owes  more 
than  to  any  mere  ability  that  I  possess. 

Tour  son  is  now  here,  and  will  return  to  Washington  wiA  John  Sherman. 
With  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[Telegram.  ] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Goldsboro\  N.  C,  March  31,  1865. 
General  Terry,  Commanding  at  Faison's  Station: 

Send  orders  to  the  depot  commissary  of  subsistence  at  Wilmington  to  sexid 
forward  coffee,  sugar,  aud  hard  bread  with  all  possible  despatch.  Let  the  m 
come  up  the  river  to  the  bridge,  and  thence  by  rail  to  this  place.  We  greatly 
need  these  stores.  Two  additioaal  locomotives  and  about  twenty  cars  are  n.o^ 
at*  Wilmington,  ready  for  your  branch  of  the  road,  as  soon  as  the  bridge  is 
done.    Answer. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General- 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Goldshoro',  N.  a,  AprU  5,  1865. 
General  HawleV,  Wilmington : 

We  will  be  all  ready  here  on  the  10th.  The  Newbem  road  has  worited*^' 
mirably,  and  brought  us  full  supplies  already.  Your  road  can  be  used  forseo^' 
ing  up  the  troops  destined  for  this  army.  See  that  General  Dodge  undeFStaBJ^ 
this,  and  uses  the  road  up  to  Monday  next  to  bring  up  men,  as  also  such  fortp^ 
and  stores  as  are  still  needed  by  Generals  Terry  and  Schofield. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General 

Headquarters  incumbrances  can  remain ;  forward  only  good  men  for  battle. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  tilt  field,  Gold9horo\  N.  C,  AprU  5, 1865. 
Dear  General:  I  can  hardly  help  smiling  when  I  contemplate  my  com- 
mand.    It  is  decidedly  mixed.     I  believe,  but  am  not  certain,  tnat  you  are  in 
my  jurisdiction,  but  1  certainly  cannot  help  you  in  the  way  of  orders  or  men, 
nor  do  I  think  you  need  either.     General  Gruft  has  just  arrived  with  his  pro- 
visional division,  which  will  at  once  be  broken  up  and  the  men  sent  to  their 
proper  regiments,  as  that  of  Meagher  was  on  my  arrival.    You  may  have  some 
feeling  about  my  asking  that  General  Slocum  should  have  command  of  the  two 
corps  that  properly  belonged  to  you,  viz  :  14th  and  20th ;  but  you  can  recall  that 
he  was  but  a  corps  commander,  and  could  not  legally  make  orders  of  dischaige, 
transfer,  &c.,  which  was  imperatively  necessary.     I  therefore  asked  that  Genenl 
Slocum  be  assigned  to  command  "an  army  in  the  field,"  called  the  **  Awny  nf 
Georgia,''  composed  of  the  14th  corps  and  20th.    The  order  Is  not  yet  made 
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by  the  President,  though  I  have  recognized  It,  because  both  Greneral  Grant  and 
the  President  sanctioned  it,  and  promised  to  have  the  order  made. 

My  army  is  now  here,  pretty  well  clad  and  provided  ;  divided  into  three  parts 
of  two  corps  each — much  as  our  old  Atlanta  army.  I  expect  to  move  on  in  a 
few  days,  and  propose,  if  Lee  remains  in  Richmond,  to  pass  the  Roanoke  and 
open  communication  with  the  Chowan  and  Norfolk.  This  will  bring  me  in  di- 
rect communication  with  General  Grant. 

This  is  an  admirable  point — country  open,  and  the  two  railroads  in  good  order 
back  to  Wilmington  and  Beaufort.  We  have  already  brought  up  enough  to  fill 
our  wagons,  and  only  await  some  few  articles  and  the  arrival  of  some  men  march- 
ing up  from  the  coast,  to  be  off. 
General  Grant  explained  to  me  his  orders  to  you,  which,  of  course,  are  all 
jht  You  can  make  reports  direct  to  Washington  or  to  General  Grant,  but 
keep  me  advised  occasionally  of  the  general  state  of  affairs,  that  I  may  know 
what  is  transpiring.  I  must  give  my  undivided  attention  to  mattera  here.  You 
will  hear  from  a  thousand  sources  pretty  fair  accounts  of  our  next  march. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
Major  General  Gborgb  H.  Thomas, 

(Annmanding  Department  of  Cumberland, 


*rigl 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goidshoro\  N.  C,  April  5,  1865. 

Gbxeral  :  I  now  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  orders  prescribing  the  movement 
lencefor  a  position  on  the  Roanoke.  The  movement  begins  on  the  10th,  as  I 
promised,  and  by  the  12th  we  will  be  fairly  under  way.  Our  railroads  have 
worked  double  what  I  calculated,  because  the  track  is  so  level  that  a  locomo* 
^e  can  haul  twenty-five  cars  instead  of  ten  or  twelve,  as  in  upper  Georgia. 
"6  now  have  enough  of  bread  and  small  stores  for  our  wagons,  and  I  am  hur- 
rying up  Cruft's  provisional  division  from  Tennessee;  also  the  men  who  belong 
to  this  army,  who  had  been  sent  to  Savannah  and  Charleston.  We  can  use  the 
^nilroad  to  bring  up  the  last ;  the  others  are  marching. 
,  I  get  nothing  from  you — ^nothing  since  I  left  you,  and  am,  of  course,  impa- 
**ot  to  know  what  Leeproposes  to  do.  I  hear  nothing  satisfactory  from  John- 
Bton.  W^e  find  Wade  Hampton's  cavalry  on  the  roads  to  Weldon  and  Raleigh, 
bit  evidently  only  watching  us.  They  have  made  no  efforts  to  strike  our  rail- 
'^a  anywhere. 

I  sball  expect  to  hear  the  effect  of  your  move  on  Dinwiddle  before  I  got  off, 
ont  shall  not  wait. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN.  Major  General. 

I^ent  General  D.  S.  Grant,  CiVy  Point. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Goldsboro\  N.  C,  April  6,  1865. 

General  :  I  wrote  you  very  fully  from  Fayetteville,  since  which  time  I  have 

i'oined  my  own  immediate  army  with  those  of  Terry  and  Schofield,  and  now 
lave  at  this  point  a  splendid  base,  with  roads  finished  back  to  Newborn  and 
Wilmington.  I  have  also  been  up  to  see  General  Grant,  and  am  ready  to  march 
Again. 
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It  is  all  important  that  the  work  I  did  in  South  Carolina  be  kept  imrep 
and  more  especially  that  the  locomotives  and  cars  penned  up  about  Snmte 
and  Florence  be  either  destroyed  or  brought  in.  I  believe  that  Johnsto] 
brought  up  to  Raleigh  eveir  man  that  can  be  brought  out  of  South  Carolin 
Georgia.  Therefore,  now  is  your  time  to  do  the  work.  The  enemy  shoul 
in  any  event  be  allowed  to  repair  the  roads  about  Columbia,  but  railroads  c 
less  importance  than  locomotives  and  cars.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  bum 
llie  driving  wheels  and  trucks  should  all  be  broken,  and  axles  bent,  Ix 
punctured,  cylinder  heads  broken  and  cast  into  deep  water,  and  connecting 
Dent  and  hid  away.  I  don't  know  what  force  you  nave  left,  but  I  judge  i 
men,  lightly  equipped,  can  teach  Sumterville  and  Florence  from  Greorge 
or  the  Santee  bridge. 

We  have  this  minute  received  news  that  our  troops  are  in  possession  of  1 
mond  and  Petersburg,  with  twenty-five  thousand  prisoners,  five  hundred  | 
Greneral  A.  P.  Hill  killed,  Lee  in  full  retreat  on  Danville,  with  Generals  ( 
and  Sheridan  in  full  pursuit.  Joe  Johnston  is  between  me  and  Raleigh,  t 
will  be  after  him  as  soon  as  I  get  my  waeons  loaded.  Time  is  now  the  t 
Don't  exaggerate  the  difficulty,  but  go  right  at  it  and  the  difficulties  will  d 
pear. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

W.T.SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Cammandk 

Major  General  Q.  A.  Gillmorb, 

Cofnmanding  Department  of  (he  South,  Charleston. 


Hbaduuartbbs  Militaby  Division  op  thb  Mississippi 
In  the  field,  G6ldihoro\  April  7,  15 

Gbnbral  :  The  success  of  our  armies  about  Rfchmond  changes  the 
plan  of  our  campaign.    We  have  now  to  watch  the  enemy,  who  is  adro 
may  turn  up  suddenly  at  unexpected  points.    Therefore  don't  commit  y 
to  any  system  other  than  to  perfect  the  details  of  our  present  base  of  sup 
Goldsboro',  with  its  two  railroads.     The  army  is  so  much  interested  in  m 
small  parcels  that  we  will  need  such  a  line  as,  connected  with  others 
established,  will  connect  our  army  with  the  mail  and  express  systen 
United  States.    Please  send  a  quartermaster's  inspector  through  to  0 
by  Newbem,  Roanoke  island,  the  canal,  Norfolk,  &c.,  and  on  his  retor 
make  or  suggest  any  improvements  that  will  increase  the  certainty  and  i 
of  such  a  line.    At  present  some  confusion  may  exist,  caused  by  the 
the  lines  of  departments,  but  I  think  this  armv,  which  includes  the  d 
of  North  Carolina,  has  so  much  more  interest  in  the  line  than  the  few  aboi 
that  you  could  establish  a  new  connexion  from  the  channel  straif 
Point.     Coming  this  way,  preference  should  be  given  to  mails,  co 
general  officers  travelling  on  duty ;  afterwards  it  could  carry  such  qu 
or  ordnance  stores  as  might  be  ordered.    But  in  no  event  do  I  wa 
government  vessels  to  be  usurped  or  monopolized   by  a  set  of  p 
traders. 

The  bulk  of  s applies  should  come,  of  course,  as  heretofore,  by 
head  City,  and  by  schooners  and  light  draught  vessels  to  Newbe 
mington. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Mq 

General  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster — Present, 
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Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Gddtbin'o',  N,  C,  April  7,  1865. 
General  :  The  capture  of  Richmond,  and  the  retreat  of  Lee's  army  to  the 
west,  (Danville  and  Lynchburg,)  necessitates  a  change  in  our  plans.     We  will 
bold  &8t  to  Groldsboro'  and  its  lines,  and  move  rapidly  on  Raleigh.    I  want  von  to 
be  all  ready  to  move  early  on  Monday  straight  on  Smithfield  and  Raleigh  by  the 
most  direct  road.     General  Schofield  will  support  you  with  the  23d  corps,  fol- 
lowing you,  and  the  10th  and  cavalry  will  move  from  Mount  Olive  and  Faison's 
by  Bentonville  and  Turner's  brid^ ;  the  right  wing  by  Pikesville  and  White- 
ley's  mill,  with  a  division  around  by  Nahunta  and  Folk's  bridge.     If  the  enemy 
declines  to  fight  this  side  of  the  Neuse,  I  will,  of  course,  throw  the  right  wing 
%  up  to  Hinton's  bridge. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General,  Commanding, 
Major  Greneral  Slocum, 

Commanding  Army  of  Georgia. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldshoro\  April  6,  1865. 

I  have  reports  from  Newbem,  brought  by  General  Carl  Schurz,  that  General 
^rant  took  Petersburg  last  Mouday ;  that  General  Weitzel  then  took  Richmond, 
^th.  50u  guns  and  25,000  prisoners ;  that  Generals  Grant  and  Sheridan  are  pur- 
wing  Lee  towards  Danville.  This  will  alter  our  plans.  We  must  move  on 
l^leigh.  Be  all  ready.  I  think  Johnston  is  still  near  Smithfield.  We  must 
"t  him  hard. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Oeneral  Eilpatrick,  Mount  Olive. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldshoro\  N.  C,  April  7,  1865. 
,^C|^ENERAL  :  The  capture  of  Richmond  makes  a  change  in  our  plans  necessary . 
J^  will  move  early  on  Monday  rapidly  on  Raleigh,  holding  on  to  the  roads  from 
^Idsboro'  back  and  repairing  forward  to  Raleigh. 

^  Oeneral  Slocum  will  move  straight  on  Smithfield  and  Raleigh;  General  Scho- 
?J?ld  in  support,  with  the  10th  corps  and  cavalry,  keeping  south  and  west  of  the 
"^^se,  by  Bentonville  and  Turner's  bridge. 

I  want  you  to  start  early  by  Pikesville,  Whiteloy's,  and  Pine  level,  prepared 
^  join  to  General  Schofield's  right  in  case  the  enemy  fights  about  Smithfield ; 
otherwise  to  swing  up  along  the  Neuse,  to  cross  over  at  some  point,  to  be  deter- 
^*Oed,  it  may  be,  as  high  up  as  Hinton's  bridge.  Send  one  division  light,  with 
.  f  the  mounted  men  you  can  spare,  up  as  high  as  Nahunta  station,  thence  to 
Join  your  wing  via  Folk's  bridge. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  ok  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Goldsboro\  N.  C,  April  7,  1865. 
'  General  :     The  capture  of  Richmond  makes  uDuecessarj  our  move  agaiDSt 
the  Roanoke.    We  will  move,  and  that  with  rapidity,  on  Raleigh,  repairing  and 
holding  the  railroad  to  that  point. 

G-eneral  Slocum  will  move  Monday  at  dayhreak  straight  for  Smithfield  and 
Raleigh;  the  right  wing  by  Pikes ville  and  Whiteley's  mill,  with  a  division 
swinging  round  by  Nahunta  and  Beulah. 

I  want  you  to  support  General  Slocum  with  the  23d  corps,  keeping  a  pontoon 
bridge  here  at  Goldsboro'  and  laying  another  at  Cox's,  and  let  the  10th  corps 
move  straight  from  Faison's  to  Bentonville  and  Turner's  bridge.  The  cavalry 
will  also  be  on  that  flank,  and  will  strike  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  break  the 
railroad  partially  about  GuUey's,  provided  the  enemy  awaits  our  attack  this  side 
of  the  Neuse.  You  may  depend  on  General  Slocum's  bridges  for  the  23d  corps 
to  cross  the  Keuse  about  Smithfleld.  Dispose  your  troops  detailed  for  the  rail- 
road guards  to  cover  the  roads  from  Goldsboro'  back,  giving  most  care  to  that 
from  Goldsboro'  to  Morehead  city.  Winton  and  Murfreesboro'  are  now  no  longer 
needed,  and  you  can  recall  any  force  sent  there. 
I  am  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Schofibld, 

Commanding  Centre. 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldshoro',  N.  C,  Apra  7,  1865. 
General  :  We  will  move  straight  on  Raleigh  on  Monday  next.  General 
Terry's  infantry  will  move  from  Faison's  to  Bentonville  and  Turner's  bridge.  I 
want  you  to  move  on  his  left  front,  and  if  possible  reach  the  railroad  between 
Smithfield  and  Raleigh,  disable  it  slightly,  enough  to  prevent  its  use  for  a  day 
or  80,  aud  then  act  against  the  flanks  of  the  enemy,  should  he  retreat  to  Raleigh. 
I  think  the  bulk  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  is  between  us  and  Weldon.  As  soon 
as  you  cut  the  railroad  you  should  keep  up  a  communication  with  Terry's  left, 
but  you  may  act  boldly  and  even  rashly  now,  for  this  is  the  time  to  strike  quick 
and  strong.  We  must  get  possession  of  Raleigh  before  Lee  and  Johnston  have 
time  to  confer  and  make  new  combinations,  forced  on  them  by  the  loss  of  their 
capital,  and  the  defeat  of  their  principal  army  about  Petersburg.    You  can  send 

?our  wagons  to  the  nearest  infantry  column.     I  think  you  had  better  move  hj 
'roublefield's.  Lees,  and  Elevation,  crossing  Middle  creek  as  high  up  as  the 
Gulley  Station  road. 
Ypura,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 
Major  General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Mt,  Olive, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldshoro\  N.  G.,  April  7,  1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  send  you  the  report  of  Major  QeiM-^ 

eral  Kilpatrick  and  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  T.  G.  Baylor,  chief  of  ordnance,  whicK' 

I  wish  you  to  file  with  my  report  of  the  recent  campaign.    Events  progreBS  b^^ 

rapidly  that  we  have  scarce  time  to  report  them  fully,  but  I  will  endeavor  U^ 
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get  in  tbe  fnll  reports  of  my  army  commanders  before  we  start  for  Raleigh.  I 
I  have  not  yet  received  General  Grant's  orders  consequent  on  the  capture  of 
Richmond,  and  defeat  of  Lee's  army  before  Petersburg,  out  I  am  so  confident 
that  I  know  his  wishes,  that  my  orders  are  all  out  for  my  entire  army  to  move 
at  daylight  on  Monday  next,  the  10th,  for  Raleigh.  Before  the  capture  of  Rich- 
mond, of  which  I  only  heard  yesterday,  I  was  preparing  to  feign  on  Raleigh, 
and  move  across  the  Roanoake  above  Gaston,  but  now  I  shall  move  straight  oo 
Baleigh,  repairing  the  railroad  to  that  place.  From  Raleigh  I  can  reach  the 
Danville  and  Charlotte  road,  about  Greensboro',  but  I  expect  definite  orders  be- 
fore getting  off.  I  want  my  mails  to  come  to  Old  Point,  Dismal  Swamp  Canal, 
Newbem,  Goldsboro',  &c.,  and  have  ordered  General  Easton  to  complete  arrange- 
ments to  that  end. 

It  is  now  important  that  I  cjhould  have  more  rapid  communication  with  head- 
quarters than  heretofore. 

Creneral  Meigs  is  now  here  and  will  start  for  Washington  to-night. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Jtfajor  General  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Hbadquabtbrs  Armies  op  thb  United  States, 

Wilson's  Station,  April  5,  1865. 
MT^^or  General  Sherman  : 

^^11  indications  now  are  that  Lee  will  attempt  to  reach  Danville  with  the  rem« 
n^Xit  of  his  force.  Sheridan,  who  was  up  with  him  last  night,  reports  all  that 
^^^X^  horse,  foot  and  dragoons,  at  twenty  thousand  (20,000,)  much  demoralixed. 
^^^  hope  to  reduce  this  number  one-half.  1  shall  push  on  to  Burkes  ville,  and  if 
*  ^<:and  is  made  at  Danville,  will  in  a  very  few  days  go  there.  If  you  can  pos- 
f^^ly  do  so,  push  on  from  where  you  are  and  let  us  see  if  we  cannot  finish  the 
j*^^>  with  Lee's  and  Johnston's  armies.  Whether  it  will  be  better  for  you  to 
®^**ile  for  Greensboro'  or  nearer  to  Danville,  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge 
^^^^n  you  receive  this.    Rebel  armies  now  are  the  only  strategic  points  to 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  (General. 
CDfficial : 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraJ. 


\ 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thefiM,  Goldshoro\  N.  C,  April  8, 1865. 
^3eneral  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  from  Wilson's  station* 
*^  ^  althouffh  I  have  written  you  several  letters  lately,  will  repeat. 

^Dn  Monday  at  daylight  all  my  army  will  move  straight  on  Joe  Johnston,  sup- 

^^€d  to  be  between  me  and  Raleigh,  and  I  will  follow  him  wherever  he  may 

^"-^      If  he  retreats  on  Danville  to  make  junction  with  Lee,  I  will  do  the  same, 

^^Xigh  I  may  take  a  course  round  him,  bending  towards  Greensboro',  for  the 

PJ^^pose  of  turning  him  North.     I  will  bear  in  mind  your  plain  and  unmistaka- 

?  point  that  "  the  rebel  armies  are  now  the  strategic  points  to  strike  at."     I 

^J^*l  follow  Johnston,  presuming  that  you  are  after  Lee,  or  all  that  you  have  left 

^^  hun,  and  if  they  come  together,  we  will  also.    I  think  I  will  be  at  Ralei^lv 
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on  Thursday,  the  1 3th,  and  shall  pursue  Johnston  towards  Greenshoro*,  unless 
it  be  manifest  that  Lee  has  gone  towards  Danville.  I  shall  encourage  him  to 
come  to  bay  or  to  move  towards  Danville,  as  I  don't  want  to  race  all  the  way  back 
through  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  It  is  to  our  interest  to  let  Lee  and  John- 
ston come  together,  just  as  a  billiard-player  would  nurse  the  balls  when  he  has 
them  in  a  nice  place.  I  am  delighted  and  amazed  at  the  result  of  your  move  to 
the  south  of  Petersburg,  and  Lee  has  lost  in  one  day  the  reputation  of  three 
years,  and  you  have  established  a  reputation  for  perseverance  and  pluck  that 
would  make  Wellington  jump  out  of  his  coffin.  I  wish  you  could  have  waited 
a  few  days,  or  that  I  could  have  been  here  a  week  sooner,  but  it  is  not  too  late 
yet,  and  you  may  rely,  with  absolute  certainty,  that  I  will  be  after  Johnston 
with  about  80,000  men,  provided  for  twenty  full  days,  which  will  last  me  forty, 
and  I  will  leave  a  small  rorce  here  at  Goldsboro'  and  repair  the  railroad  up  to  Ra- 
leigh. If  you  have  a  spare  division  you  might  send  it  to  General  Schofield  to 
help  him  hold  this  line  of  railroad  out  from  Morehead  City  to  Goldsboro',  but  I 
will  not  hesitate  to  let  go  railroad  and  everything,  if  I  can  get  at  Joe  Johnston 
in  an  open  field.  If  General  Sheridan  don't  run  his  horses  off  their  legs,  and 
you  can  spare  him  for  a  week  or  so,  let  him  feel  down  for  me,  and  I  think  he  can 
make  a  big  haul  of  horses.  Tell  him  I  make  him  a  free  gift  of  all  the  blooded 
stock  of  North  Carolina,  including  Wade  Hampton's,  whose  pedigree  and  stud 
are  of  high  repute. 

Don't  fail  to  have  Stoneman  break  through  the  mountains  of  west  North  Car- 
olina. He  will  find  plenty  of  Union  men  who  will  aid  him  to  reach  either  your 
army  or  mine,  and  Canby  should,  if  he  takes  Mobile,  get  up  the  Alabama  river 
about  Selma,  from  which  place  he  can  catch  all  fragments  passing  towards  Texas. 
I  have  an  idea  that  he  can  get  up  the  Alabama  river  even  if  he  do  not  take  Mo- 
bile. I  have  a  report  from  General  Wilson,  who  will,  I  think,  hteak  up  all  rail- 
road lines  in  Alabama. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Croldsharo*,  April  8,  1865—12  hl 
General  Eilpatrick,  Ml  Olive: 

I  now  have  official  intelligence  from  General  Grant  of  the  defeat  of  Lee's 
army,  and  occupation  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  He  is  pursuing  the  frag- 
ments, represented  at  20,000,  towards  Danville.  We  move  on  Monday  rapidly 
on  Johnston  towards  Raleigh.  I  sent  you  orders  last  night,  and  now  repeat  the 
substance.  Move  early  on  Monday  by  Troublefield's  store,  Lee's  and  Eleva- 
tion, to  strike  the  railroad  between  Smithfield  and  Raleigh.  General  Terry  will 
move  via  Bentonville  and  Turner's  bridge.  The  main  army  takes  the  main 
road,  crossing  the  Neuse  at  Smithfield.  Now  is  the  time  for  your  cavalry  to 
work  on  the  flanks  and  rear  of  Johnston.  I  think  Wheeler  is  between  this  and 
Weldon.  I  think  Butler's  division  has  been  sent  back  to  South  Carolina ;  I  hear 
of  them  between  Wilmington  and  Florence.  Wade  Hampton  is  about  Smith- 
field,  where  I  also  suppose  Johnston  to  be,  though  he  may  have  moved  back 
towards  Raleigh.    Answer. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Maim'  GeneraL 
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Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  April  7,  1865. 
General  Ejlfatbick  : 

Spencer  can  have  bis  leave.  Yon  can  communicate  with  me  here  till  Mon- 
day. I  will  then  keep  with  General  Slocnm's  left  corps  near  Cox's  bridge,  and 
be  near  Smithfield  Tuesday.  Afterwards,  on  the  main  road  to  Raleigh,  not  far 
from  the  head  of  column.  General  Sheridan  has  done  great  service  against  the 
retreating  infantry,  cutting  o£f  and  capturing  whole  brigades  of  infantry,  artil- 
lery and  wagon  trains.  Of  course  I  would  like  you  to  have  new  saddles,  but 
time  won't  wait.  I  will  have  the  telegraph  and  railroad  keep  up  with  me,  and 
shall  habitually  camp  near  the  wires  to  communicate  back.  We  will  keep  a 
bridge  here  and  at  Cox's.  Terry's  command  will  be  your  support,  until  we  are 
all  across  the  Neuse  at  Smithfield,  when  General  Slocum  will  be  the  left,  Gen- 
eral Schofield  with  Greneral  Terry  the  centre,  and  General  Howard  the  right.  I 
intend  to  push  to  Greensboro'  as  fast  as  I  can  do  so,  consistent  with  ordinary 
prudence. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  Creneral  Commanding* 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldshoro\  N.  C,  April  8,  1865. 
Dear  Macomb  :  You  have  of  course  heard  of  the  defeat  by  General  Grant  of 
Lee's  army  at  Petersburg,  and  consequent  occupation  of  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg. I  have  letters  from  General  Grant  of  the  5th  from  Wilson's  station,  on 
the  road  towards  Burkesville,  stating  that  he  is  pushing  the  pursuit  after  the 
retreating  army.  This  changes  our  whole  plans,  and  I  will  move  straight  for 
Baleigh  instead  of  marching  for  the  Roanoake.  We  will  not,  in  consequence, 
have  any  use  for  Winton  or  Murfreesboro',  and  if  General  Schofield  has  sent  any 
troops  up  to  Winton,  he  will  recall  them,  and  use  them  to  cover  our  railroads. 
I  expect  to  march  on  Monday,  10th,  on  Raleigh  and  mavbe  Greensboro',  and  I 
give  you  this  notice  that  you  may  not  be  disappointed  in  the  recall  of  troops 
from  the  Chowan.  So  far  as  my  operations  are  concerned  for  the  next  month, 
all  I  ask  is  that  the  sounds  and  channels  leading  up  to  Newbem  and  Kinston 
be  patrolled  by  the  gunboats.  Hoping  to  meet  you  again  soon, 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
Captain  W.  N.  Macomb,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Squadron^  Albemarle  Sound, 


Hbadquabtebs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Goldsboro\  April  8,  1865—7  p.  m. 

G^eral  Mbius,  Morehead  City : 

Am  just  in  receipt  of  a  cipher  despatch  from  General  Grant,  at  Burkesville,  of 
6th.  He  is  pressing  Lee  hard,  and  expects  to  scatter  his  whole  armv.  Davis 
and  cabinet  are  at  Danville.  Tell  Major  Leet,  who  comes  down  to-day,  to  get 
to  Old  Point  as  quick  as  possible,  and  get  a  message  to  General  Grant,  at  any 
cost,  that  I  will  push  Joe  Johnston  to  the  death. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  G^neraJ. 
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[Cipher  telegram.] 

BuRKESViLLE,  Fa.,  April  6,  1865. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

We  have  Lee's  army  pressed  hard;  his  men  scattering  and  going  to  their 
homes  by  the  thousand. 

He  is  endeavoring  to  reach  Danville,  where  Jeff.  Davis  and  his  cabinet  have 
gone.  I  shall  press  the  pursuit  to  the  end.  Push  Johnston  at  the  same  time, 
and  let  us  finish  up  this  job  at  once. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 


Hbadquabtrbs  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Smithfield,  N,  C,  April il,  1865. 
General  :  Tour  note  is  received.  You  need  not  have  the  Lowell  factory 
destroyed.  I  will  wait  our  reception  at  Raleigh  to  shape  our  general  policy. 
You  may  instruct  General  Logan  to  exact  bonds  that  the  factory  shall  not  be 
used  for  the  confederacy.  Of  course,  the  bond  is  not  worth  a  cent ;  but  if  the 
factory  owners  do  not  abide  by  the  conditions,  they  cannot  expect  any  mercy 
the  next  time. 

Until  we  get  to  Raleigh  I  propose  to  keep  up  connexion  back  with  Goldsboro'. 
I  shall  await  your  coming  to-morrow  morning.  I  send  you  a  Raleigh  paper  of 
the  10th. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  SmithfieU,  N.  C,  April  11,  1865.— 10.30. 
General  :  General  Slocum  has  two  bridges  done,  and  will  cross  early  and 
go  to  the  point  on  the  railroad,  twelve  miles  out,  known  as  Stalling's,  (Galley's 
on  our  map.)  We  have  questioned  the  doctors  and  preachers,  who  all  agree 
that  our  map  is  substantially  correct,  and  that  there  is  but  one  road  between 
Swift  creek  and  the  Neuse,  until  abreast  of  Gulley's. 

General  Kilpatrick  reported  from  Moore's  house,  on  Middle  creek,  (not  on 
our  map,)  which  must  be  up  near  Leachburg;  he  reports  bridges  burned.  If  in 
your  progress  you  judge  Johnston  to  be  beyond  Raleigh  and  no  fight,  voa  can 
go  ils  far  to  the  westward  as  you  please,  aimiug  towards  Chapel  Hill  ana  Hills- 
boro*.  You  are  safe  in  leaving  your  wagons  under  small  escort  to  follow  until 
we  are  sure  of  Raleigh. 

General  Howard's  two  corps  are  at  Pine  Level  and  Lowell  factory,  and  will 
keep  well  up  on  this  side  the  Neuse,  unless  wanted. 

I  would  give  you  the  middle  or  direct  road,  but  judge  time  important,  to  save 
fortifying  by  the  enemy,  but  will  give  you  the  centre  as  soon  as  yon  get  Oox 
and  Terry  together.  In  reporting  your  position  use  names  on  my  map,  though 
incorrect 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Gen.  ScHOFi  eld,  near  Fennon's  bridge. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

2»  the  field,  Smithfield,  N.  C,  April  11,  1865— 10.30  p.  m. 

General  :  Please  hereafter,  in  reporting  your  position,  to  use  names  on  our 

:3iiap.     "  Moore's,"  on  Middle  creek,  is  not  down.     I  suppose  you  to  be  aboat  the 

^nill  without  name.    You  may  count  on  my  being  near  Gullcy's  store  to-morow 

:anight,  and  you  may  go  as  near  Raleigh  as  you  can.     I  have  Raleigh  papers  of 

-fche  10th ;  Stoneman  is  raiding  strong  near  Greensboro',  and  Wheeler  is  af^er 

iJim.     A  portion  of  Wade  Hampton's  cavalry  is  cut  off  over  towards  Weldon 

^  iNahunta  swamp.)     I  don't  think  Hampton  has  2,000  cavalry  with  him,  and 

X;  Jiis  is  your  chance.     I  will  push  all  the  columns  straight  on  Raleigh.     I  don't 

^^^re  about  Raleigh  now,  but  want  to  defeat  and  destroy  the  confederate  army. 

^T'iierefore  you  may  run  any  risk.     Of  course  don't  break  the  railroad,  except  to 

-ftXie  rear  (west)  of  Johnston,  as  we  want  the  railroad  up  to  Raleigh. 

Greneral  Wilson  has  taken  Selma,  and  is  threatening  Montgomery.  He  had 
-^nrhi  f  j>ped  Red  Jackson,  27  miles  from  Selma,  and  at  Selma  knocked  Forrest  all 
tio  ^^ieces.  Rebel  papers  report  Forrest  wounded  in  three  places.  Abe  Boford 
t^o  o^efend  Montgomery  with  citilbns.  Dick  Taylor  ran  westward  from  Selma. 
BKr««.-tary  cooped  up  in  Alobile.  General  Grant  is  between  Johnston  and  Lee.  They 
oajzB.  Kziot  communicate.  Davis  is  at  Danville. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
-€n.  KiLPATRiCK,  Commanding  Cavalry, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Smithjield,  N,  C,  April  12,  1865 — 5  a.m. 

(^  bneral  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  telegram  announcing  the  8nr« 

r^rfc  cier  of  Lee's  army.     I  hardly  know  how  to  express  my  feelings,  but  you  can 

l^J^^-^ine  them.     The  terms  you  have  given  Lee  are  magnanimous  and  liberal. 

pl^o^d  Johnston  follow  Lee's  example,  I  shall,  of  course,  grant  the  same.    He 

J^  ^^ treating  before  me  on  Raleigh,  and  I  shall  be  there  to-morrow.     Roads  are 

ne^.-V'y,  but  under  the  inspiration  of  the  news  from  you,  we  can  march  twenty- 

.  ^^^  miles  a  day.     I  am  twenty -seven  miles  from  Raleigh,  but  some  of  my  army 

^  ^ight  miles  behind.     If  Johnston  retreat  south,  I  will  follow  him  to  insore 

•^^    scattering  his  force,  and  capture  of  the  locomotives  and  cars  at  Charlotte. 

^^t;    I  take  it,  he  will  surrender  at  Raleigh.     General  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  Ib 

r^^^^xniles  to  the  south  and  west  of  me,  viz:  on  Middle  creek,  and  I  have  sent 

f^^or  Audenreid  with  orders  for  him  to  make  for  the  south  and  west  of  Raleigh 

pi^     five   different   roads.     The  railroad   is  being  repaired  from  Goldsboro'  to 

^*^l^igh,  but  I  will  not  aim  to  carir  it  further.     I  shall  expect  to  hear  of  Gen- 

^''^     Sheridan,  in  case  Johnston  does  not  surrender  at  Raleigh  ;  with  a  little 

^^"^  cavalry,  I  would  be  sure  to  capture  the  whole  army.  • 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
-^  Major  General  Commanding, 

-t-icut  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Virginia, 


[ 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
Q  In  thejield,  near  Gulley's,  12,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 

^^^eral  Kilpatrick  : 

T  ^our  note  is  received.     Certainly  you  may  go  into  Raleigh  to-night  and  press 
^^iiston's  rear,    I  want  him  to  go  towards  Greensboro',  and  I  ^Ul  ^>i\»  %jqxom^ 
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Oharlotte  via  Ashboro'.    Cat  acrosB  the  rear  of  bis  column,  right  and  left.   I 
1  come  to  Raleigh  early.    Keep  me  advised  of  the  direetion  of  Johnston's 
creat  as  often  as  possible. 
Yours,  in  baste, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thk  Mississippi, 

In  ihefidd,  Baleigh,  N.  C,  AprU  13,  1865. 
lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Pointy  Virginia  : 
We  entei*ed  Raleigh  this  morning.  Johnston  has  retreated  westward.  I  shall 
move  to  Asbville  and  Salisbury  or  Charlotte.  I  hope  General  Sheridan  le 
coming  this  way  with  his  cav.drj.  If  I  can  bring  Johnston  to  a  stand,  3 
shall  soon  fix  him.  The  people  here  have  not  heajrd  of  the  surrender  of  Le^ 
and  hardlv  credit  it    All  well.  ^ 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Creneral. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Raleigh,  April  13,  1865. 

General:  Yours  of   11.50  a.  m.  is  received  and  quite  satisfactory,  an< 
the  general  wishes  you  to  keep  pushing  the  enemy.    To-night  the  general  wil 
inform  you  of  the  coming  move.     The  columns  are  closing  up  here  now 
Have  you  captured  any  rauroad  stock?  No  further  news. 
I  am,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 
General  Kilpatrick,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  13,  186 
General  :  I  have  been  out  and  am  just  back,  and  hasten  to  answer  i 
of  to-day.     I  have  two  locomotives  here,  and  will  send  one  up  the  road  to 
back  the  cars  you  have  captured.     Please  have  pickets  along  the  road  so 
advise  the  conductor  where  to  stop. 

ix  will  take  all  day  to-morrow  to  close  up  our  trains  and  to  draw  out « 
new  lines  of  operations,  of  which  I  will  fully  advise  you  to-morrow, 
your  animals  to-morrow,  or  confine  your  operations  to  mere  feints,  and  be 
for  work  the  next  day.     I  think  we  may  expect  General  Sheridan  dowi 
I  think  I  can  force  Johnston  to  disperse  his  army  or  accept  battle  in  a  fe^ 
and  will  proceed  as  fast  as  I  can  get  troops  into  position.     We  will  hold  J 
and  repair  roads  and  telegraph  back  to  Goldsboro', 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMA 
Major  General  Comma 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry, 
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Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  op  thb  Mississippi, 

Lt  the  yield,  Raleigh,  N,  C,  April  14,  1865. 
Greneral  Easton,  Newbem  : 

I  want  the  road  repaired  ap  to  Raleigh  and  put  in  order,  hut  no  stores  sent 
up  till  yon  hear  we  need  them.  I  suppose  Johnston  to  he  ahout  Greensboro' 
and  Salisbnry,  and  I  mast  go  there,  and  will  endeavor  to  capture  his  army  and 
materials.  Of  course  he  cannot  fight  me  now,  and  all  I  fear  he  may  scatter  his 
men  and  escape.  We  will  take  vast  amounts  of  railroad  stock  and  other  prop- 
erty, because  it  cannot  escape  us,  but  it  will  take  time  to  run  it  down  to  the  sea- 
coast.  Governor  Vance  sought  an  interview  with  me,  but  before  I  got  his  mes- 
senger back  our  cavalry  approached  Raleigh,  and  he  went  o£f  for  fear  of  arrest. 
I  have  sent  out  for  him  to  come  and  see  me,  with  a  promise  of  safety.  Keep 
General  Grant  advised  of  my  whereabouts,  by  all  chances.  The  troops  are  now 
moving,  but  I  will  not  go  till  to-morrow.  I  will  garrison  Goldsboro'  and  Raleigh. 
Send  me  anv  news  that  may  reach  you.  Trains  all  up  and  in  good  condition. 
I  think  I  will  find  forage  enough,  but,  in  any  event,  the  grass  and  wheat  fields 
begin  to  give  us  pasturage. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Hbadquartbrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April   14,  1865. 

General  :  I  sent  you  orders  to-day,  but  now  enclose  you  a  copy.  You  see 
I  am  to  put  my  army  where,  if  Johnston  tries  to  pass  out  by  Charlotte,  I  can 
strike  him  in  flank,  but  if  he  remains  at  Greensboro'  I  shall  capture  the  whole. 
All  I  expect  of  you  is  to  keep  up  a  delusion,  viz :  that  we  are  following  him  via 
the  University  and  Hillsboro',  until  I  get  my  infantry  heads  of  column  across 
the  Haw  river,  when  I  want  you  to  cross  also,  and  feel  out  towards  Greensboro', 
till  I  get  to  Ashboro',  when,  if  he  remains  at  Greensboro',  I  can  approach  him  from 
the  south  and  force  him  to  battle,  to  surrender,  or  disperse.  You  will  per- 
ceive that  we  save  a  couple  of  days  by  cutting  across  the  bend  in  the  direction 
of  Salisbury.  I  am  very  anxious  to  prevent  his  escape  towards  Georgia.  If 
he  does  go  to  Georgia  we  can  capture  all  the  rolling  stock  and  vast  amounts  of 
property  on  the  road  from  Salisbury  back  to  Greensboro'.  The  governor  asks 
me  to  suspend  hostilities  and  to  confer  with  him.  I  am  willing  to  confer  with 
him,  but  not  to  suspend  hostilities.  1  will  not  suspend  hostilities  till  Johnston's 
army  is  captured  or  scattered. 

Gheneral  Howard  to-morrow  will  have  one  corps  at  Jones's  station,  and  one  at 
Morrison's  station.  Next  day  all  move  by  separate  roads  for  Ashboro'.  My 
army  is  very  large,  and  cannot  move  as  fast  as  Johnston,  who  has  the  assist- 
ance of  the  railroads.  I  am  in  hopes  that  General  Sheridan  will  come  down, 
when  he,  with  the  aid  of  your  cavalry,  can  get  ahead  of  him,  and  hold  him  until 
we  get  up,  when  we  can  make  short  work  of  him. 

^e  people  here  manifest  more  signs  of  subjugation  than  I  have  yet  seen,  but 
Jeff.  Davis  has  more  lives  than  a  cat,  and  we  must  not  trust  him.    If  you  reach 
the  University  do  not  disturb  its  libraries,  buildings,  or  specific  property. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding 

General  Ejlpateick,  Commanding  Cavalry. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  iht  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C-,  AprU  14,  1865. 
General  :  The  letter  by  flag  of  truce  is  from  General  Johnston,  which  ii 
the  beginning  of  the  end.     Send  mj  answer  at  once,  and  to-morrow  do  not  id- 
vance  your  cavalry  beyond  the  University,  or  to  a  point  abreast  of  it  on  the 
railroad.     I  will  be  up  to  Morrisville  to-morrow  to  receive  the  answer,  and  k 
may  be  to  confer  with  General  Johnston.    The  infantry  will  come  to  Monurilk 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  GtMeral. 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April-  14,  1865—12  m. 
General:  The  general-in-chief  is  just  in  receipt  of  a  communicatioD from 
General  Johnston,  C.  S.  A.,  which  is  the  forerunner  to  events  that  may  obviate 
our  contemplated  long  march.  You  will,  therefore,  by  his  direction,  to-morrof 
(15th)  place  one  corps  of  your  command  at  Holly  Springs,  and  the  other  jot 
outside  of  Raleigh,  in  the  direction  of  the  proposed  inarch,  and  there  await  fip 
ther  directions  from  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON. 
Asn4iant  Adjutant  Generd 
Major  General  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  Ohio. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  14.  1865—12  m.i 
General  :  The  general-in-chief  is  just  in  receipt  of  despatches  from  Geoenl 
Johnston,  C.  S.  A.,  which  are  tending  to  the  end  of  making  unneccsBaiy  oar 
contemplated  long  march.  You  will,  therefore,  by  his  direction,  to-moriot 
place  one  corps  of  your  command  at  Morrisville,  and  the  other  at  Jones's  rtttwoi 
and  there  await  inrther  directions  from  him  before  continuing  the  march.  Tli0 
general  will  go  to  Morrisville  for  fnrthcr  communication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  yours,  Sec, 

L.  M.  DAYTON. 
Assistant  Adjutant  Generd 
Major  General  0.  0.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  qfthe  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  AprU  14, 1865. 
General  EastoiV,  Netcbem : 

The  capture  of  Sclma  is  also  announced  in  rebel  papers.  I  expect  every  ho«^ 
an  answer  from  General  Johnston,  but  shall  start  to-morrow  towards  Ashb^ 
unless  he  makes  clear  and  satisfactory  terms.  You  had  better  hold  yonriw 
prepared  to  give  us  forage  here  when  the  railroad  is  done,  as  we  have  ewHI" 
provision  on  hand  ;  but  send  nothing  this  side  of  Goldsboro'  udUI  ordered  bf 
myself  or  some  army  commander. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN.  Major  GenerJL 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

J^  thefidd,  Raleigh,  April  14,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  faith  in  General  Johnston's  personal  sincerity,  and  do  not 
believe  he  would  use  a  subterfuge  to  cover  his  movements.  He  could  not  stop 
the  movement  of  his  troops  till  he  got  my  letter,  which  I  hear  was  delayed  all 
day  yesterday  by  your  adjutant's  not  sending  it  forward.  If  he  gains  on  us  by 
the  time  lost,  we  will  make  it  up  at  the  expense  of  North  Carolina.  Major 
McCoy  will  be  with  you,  and  will  receive  Johnston's  letter,  and  I  will  instruct 
him  to  op^n  it  and  send  me  contents.  My  orders  are  for  all  to  be  ready  to 
move.  Yesterday  the  roads  were  impassable  to  trains,  but  if  the  weather  be 
favorable  they  will  be  good  to-morrow. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 
General  Kilpatrick,  Durham**. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  April  14,  1865. 
General  :  The  general-in-chief  has  arranged  for  a  meeting  with  General  J. 
E.  Johnston,  near  Durham's  station.  North  Carolina  railroad,  at  12  m.,  April  17, 
an^  to  accomplish  it  will  leave  here  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  by  railroad.  Until 
further  orders  he  directs  that  all  troops  will  remain  as  they  are  at  this  time.  The 
nao-vements  as  directed  in  Special  Field  Orders  No.  55  being  for  the  time  sus- 
pended. 

I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
General  H.  TV,  Slocttm, 

Commanding  Army  of  Georgia. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
^->,  In  the  field,  April  18,  1865—9.30  p.  m. 

^^^^xeral  Easton,  Morehead  : 

^^^^^ajor  Hitchcock  leaves  here  in  an  hour  for  Washington  with  despatches  of 
^^^^^^t  importance.  Have  the  most  fleet  steamer  you  can  obtain  ready  on  his 
^^^val  to  take  him  direct  to  Washington,  and  return  subject  to  his  orders.  He 
^11  telegraph  you  from  Goldsboro'  and  Newbem,  and  you  can  calculate  the 
^*^e  you  will  have,  but  he  must  not  be  delayed  a  minute, 
I^y  order  of  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Generals 


^ J"  telegraph  to  Morehead  City,  steamer  to  Old  Point,  and  telegraph  to  Lieutenant  General 

Grant,  Washington- 1 

Hbadquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C„  April  22,  1865. 

General  Wilson  held  Macon  on  the  20th,  with  Howell  Cobb,  G.  W.  Smith, 

^^d  others  as  prisoners ;  but  they  claim  the  benefit  of  mv  armistice,  and  he  has 

^^egraphed  to  me,  through  the  rebel  lines,  for  orders.     I  have  answered  him  that 

^^  may  draw  out  of  Macon,  an4  hold  his  command  for  further  orders,  unless 

i      ^^  has  reason  to  believe  that  rebels  are  changing  the  status  to  our  prejudice. 

I  a  9/; 
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A  brigade  of  rebels  ofiPered  to  surrender  to  me  yesterday,  but  I  prefer  to  make 
one  grand  finale^  which  I  believe  to  be  perfectly  practicable.  There  will  be  no 
trouble  in  adjusting  matters  in  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  and  I 
think  South  Carolina  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  Charleston  and  Columbia  in 
ruins.  All  we  await  is  an  answer  from  you  and  the  President.  Weatlier  fine 
and  roads  good.     Troops  ready  for  fight  or  home. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General 


Headquarters  Military  Divisrox  op  the  Mississippj, 

In  the  yield,  April  24,  1865. 
General  Kilpatrick  : 

Send  the  enclosed  notice  to  General  Johnston  immediately  by  an  ofiicer,  who 
will  obtain  a  receipt  for  it,  and  send  the  same  to  me.  It  is  a  notice  that  the  truce 
will  end  forty-eight  hours  after  the  notice  reaches  the  rebel  lines. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  24,  1865 — 6  a.  m. 

General  Johnston,  Commanding  Confederate  Army,  Greensboro* : 

You  will  take  notice  that  the  truce  or  suspension  of  hostilities  agreed  to 
between  us  will  cease  in  forty-eight  hours  after  this  is  received  at  your  lines, 
nnder  first  of  the  articles  of  our  agreement. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General* 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejield,  Raleigh,  April  24,  1865. 
General  Johnston,  Commanding  Confederate  Armies : 

I  have  replies  from  Washington  to  my  communications  of  April  18.  I  am 
instructed  to  limit  my  operations  to  your  immediate  command,  and  not  to  attempt 
civil  negotiations.  I  therefore  demand  the  surrender  of  your  army  on  the 
same  terms  as  were  given  General  Lee,  at  Appomattox,  of  April  9th,  instant, 
purely  and  simply. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  24,  186*. 
General  Gillmore,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C: 

Send  several  couriers  by  different  routes  by  land  from  Savannah  to  General 
Wilson,  at  Macon,  that  the  truce  is  at  an  end  and  hostilities  are  resumed,  and  tkat 
he  will  go  on  and  aot  according  to  original  orders.     Ton  will  also  do  the  same. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jn  the  field,  X.  C,  April  25,  1865. 
GENERAL :  You  may  make  jour  orders  to  start  to-morrow  towards  the  enemy 
^'^erever  we  may  find  him,  and  instead  of  following  the  route  prescribed  in 
,  Special  Field  Orders  No.  55,  you  may  cover  the  railroad  and  cover  it  substantially 
'^  th€i  direction  of  Greensboro*  and  Salisbury.     Colonel  Wright  will  be  ordered 
to  rejf>aiir  it  btjhind  ua  aa  far  as  the  company's  shops  in  Alamance  county. 
I  am,  &c , 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
MsiMjoT  General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina, 


Headquarters  Military  Division*  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  April  26,  1805. 
Gene:M:-,»^l  KiLPATRiCK,  Durham's : 

Nc^  orders  further  than  to  hold  your  command  well  in  hand,  ready  to  move 
on  nr»  «:.  ice  ;  but  no  movements  will  be  made  until  after  the  interview  between 
Gene  bz-^iIs  Johntton  and  Sherman  has  terminated.  Please  have  about  20  horf  es 
read>^  »  as  Generals  Howard,  Schofield,  and  probably  Blair,  will  go  up  with 
the  g^=r=^  :»:ieral. 

1^^*-  ^1^  dismounted  men  will  go  up  with  your  train  in  the  morning,  as  the  loccmo- 
lives    <:^^nnot  haul  suflicient  number  of  cars  to  accommodate  them. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi; 

In  the  field,  Raleigh,  April  26,  1865. 

^***  ^^^^^'^^ERAL :  The  general-in- chief  will  again  meet  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  C- 
S.  A.»  ^n  same  conditions  of  armistice  as  on  the  18th  instant.  He  directs  that 
you  11.^:1^ Id  your  command  at  rest,  but  well  in  hand,  ready  for  further  move  en 
notice-       fro„j  \^^^ 

I  am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant  GaicraL 
^I'VI  or  General  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Comrnanding  Army  of  Georgia. 


i 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field.  Fort  Monroe,  May  8,  1865. 
GeBfc Y-^1  Schofield,  Raleigh : 

fl^^^^'e  arrived  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  will  go  to  City  Point  to-morrow.     TelJ 

^gra^^li  to  General  Wilson  to  act  in  all  matters  according  to  his  own  good  sense, 

jitid  ^n  a  day  or  so  I  will  hear  from  General  Grant  whether  I  am  to  command 

^y  o-vrn  subordinates  or  not.      Generals   Howard  and  Slocum  have  reached 

;ptit^T8burg.  4 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 
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Hbadquartkrs  Military  Division  of  thb  Mississippi, 

In  the  yield,  Fortress  Monroe,  May  8,  1865 — 12  p.  m. 

General  Grant,  Washington: 

I  have  full  despatches  from  General  Wilson  of  the  6th.  One  boat  has  a^ 
rived  at  Augusta  all  right.  He  is  after  Davis,  who  cannot  escape,  save  in  dis- 
guise ;  but  he  is  reported  in  Georgia,  escorted  bj  about  70  officers,  as  a  spedal 
body-guard,  and  about  3,000  cavalry. 

Does  Mr.  Stanton's  newspaper  order  take  General  Wilson  from  mjr  commaui 
or  shall  I  continue  to  order  him  ?  If  I  have  proven  incompetent  to  manag^e 
mv  own  command,  let  me  know  it. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General* 


Headuuarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippr, 
In  the  field,  Manchester,  Va„  May  9, 1865. 
General  Schofield,  Raleigh : 

Your  despatch  is  received.  Notify  General  Wilson  that  he  must  get  forage 
in  Georgia  for  the  present.  I  will  notify  General  Grant  of  his  wants,  bj  tel^ 
giaph,  and  await  his  instructions. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  GeneraL 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Manchester,  Va.,  May  9, 1865. 
General  :  I  have  joined  my  army  at  Manchester,  opposite  Richmond,  iw 
await  your  orders.  General  Wilson  telegraphs  through  General  Schofield  for 
hay  and  forage  for  20,000  animals,  to  be  sent  up  the  Savannah  river  to  Augortt 
Under  Secretary  Stanton's  newspaper  orders,  taking  Wilson  substantiallj  fiwB 
my  command,  1  wish  you  would  give  the  orders  necessary  for  the  case. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandhg' 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commander-in-  Chief, 


[Cipher.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  tfie  field.  City  Point,  Va,,  May  9, 1S65. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  City  Point,  pursaanlto 
your  orders,  and  my  army  is  reported  by  General  Easton,  quarterma^jter,  to  b^ 
at  Manchester,  opposite  Richmond.  I  have,  as  yet,  seen  no  orders  for  me  to 
^ome  to  Alexandria,  although  that  was  contemplated  by  you  at  Raleigh.  Will 
you  please  telegraph  me  orders  at  Manchester,  where  I  will  forthwith  join  tl« 
ai  my.     I  have  nothhig  from  you  since  you  left  Raleigh. 

W.  T.  SHERMAX. 
^       Major  General 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Washington,  D,  C, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  thejieldf  Manchester^  Va.,  May  10,  1865. 

liicut  General  Grant,  WaMngian,  D.  G. : 

Your  despatch,  directing  me  to  march  my  command  to  Alexandria,  just  re- 
c^cived.  I  have  ordered  the  army  of  Georgia  to  move  to-morrow,  and  the  army 
4:>^the  Tennessee  to  follow  next  day. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
On  the  road,  Concord  Church,  25  miles  from 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  12,  18G5 — 4  p.  m. 

JLiieutenant  General  Grant,  Washington  : 

The  following  despatch  from  General  Wilson  is  jnst  received  and  sent  for 
y^ortr  information. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General 


[By  telegraph  from  Macon  Ga.,  May  10,  1865 — 3  p.  m.] 
^ajor  General  Sherman,  through  General  Schojidd: 

Captain  Abraham,  of  General  Upton's  division,  yesterday  received  surrender  of 

two  brigades  rebel  cavalry,  two  thousand  strong,  at  Washington,  Georgia,  includ- 

Wig  Generals  Vaughn,  Dibbrell,  Elzey,  Williams,  Loomia,  Gilmer,  and  Lawton. 

^neral  Croxton  is  now  engaged  in  paroling  Ferguson's  brigade  at  Forsyth. 

glance  of  the  rebel  cavalry,  which  started  as  Jeff.  Davis's  escort,  has  either 

been  surrendered  or  gone  home.     General  Vaughn  told  General  Upton  that  he 

«ad  received  positive  orders  to  escort  Davis  to  Mississippi  river,  but  on  his  arrival 

^^  Washington  determined  to  go  no  further.     The  money  Davis  had  with  him 

V doubtless  over-estimated)  has  been  paid  his  troops,  and  scattered  through  the 

^^^lUry  around  Washington.     Lieutenant  Youmau,  a  very  energetic  and  capable 

^fiacer,  reports  Davis  on  night  of  the  7  th  tried  to  cross  Chattahoochee  at  Warsaw, 

J^t  lo8t  his  trail.     Youman  himself  crossed  Chattahoochee  at  Vining's  late  same 

»  ?&ht.    Since  then  he  has  not  been  heard  from.     General  Winslow  seems  to  think 

^^   report  probable,  though  he  favors  now  the  idea  that  he  may  have  turned 

I  J?^th.    Alexander's  brigade  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  Marietta.     Will  strike  trail 

j^-.  ^Ijere  is  one.     My  troops  are  all  over  North  Georgia,  at  Warrenton,  Athens, 

^>/^<lit5on,  Warsaw,  Lawrenceville,  and  other  places,  with  scouts  on  every  road. 

*^^  country  southward,  eastward,  and  west  is  also  thoroughly  patrolled. 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brevet  Major  General, 


Headquartkrs  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  15,  1865. 
^     Oexbral:  I  have  to  report  my  arrival  here.     I  left  General  Slocumat  noon 
^^     Chancellorsville,  and  he  will  cross  the  14th  at  Raccoon  ford,  and  20th  at 
^.  '  ^    iS.  Ford  to-morrow.     General  Logan  is  not  yet  in,  and  I  suspect  he  has  found 
^^  roads  badly  cut  up  by  the  troops  that  preceded  him. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
Oeneral  U.  S.  Grant, 

Washington,  D,  C, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  fields  Alexandria^  Va,,  May  19,  18( 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  camp  near  the  Was] 

ton  road,  three  miles  north  of  Alexandria.    All  my  army  should  be  in  < 

near  by  to-day. 

The  15th  corps,  the  last  fco  leave  Richmond,  camped  last  night  at  the  Occoq 
I  have  seen  the  orders  for  the  review  in  the  papers,  but  Colonel  Sawyer 
it  is  not  herein  official  form.  I  am  old-fashioned,  and  prefer  to  see  orders  thr 
some  other  channels,  but  if  that  be  the  new  fashion,  so  be  it.  I  will  be  all  r 
by  Wednesday,  though  in  the  rough.  Troops  have  not  been  paid  for  eigl 
ten  months,  and  clothing  may  be  bad,  but  a  better  set  of  legs  and  arms  ca 
be  displayed  on  this  continent. 

Send  me  all  orders  and  letters  you  may  have  for  me,  and  let  some  one  n 
paper  know  that  the  vandal  Sherman  is  encamped  near  the  canal  bridge, 
way  between  the  Long  bridge  and  Alexandria,  to  the  west  of  the  road,  wher 
friends,  if  any,  can  find  him. 
As  ever,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  Gcner 
General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.   C. 


IIeadquakters  Military  Division  of  the  Missfssippi, 

In  the  field,  camp  near  Washington,  May  28,  18i 
General  :  I  see  no  public  business  that  calls  for  my  further  stay  at  \^ 
ington.  I  have  made  my  full  testimony  before  the  "  Committee  on  the  Coi 
of  the  War,'*  as  ordered ;  and  the  four  corps,  under  my  command  here,  ai 
good  c«imps,  and  the  company  and  field  officers  are  busy  upon  the  muster- 
and  papers  needed  for  the  jiayment  of  the  troops,  and  for  disbanding  of  su* 
are  entitled  to  discharge  under  existing  orders.  You  remember  that  the 
manders  of  military  divisions  have  nothing  to  do  with  such  matters,  so  tha 
longer  presence  is  unnecessary.  I  will  therefore  ask  for  an  order,  or  for  \m 
tions  to  return  to  the  west — say  Louisville,  Kentucky,  or  wherever  the  ge 
thinks  I  should  take  post.  If  the  territory  north  of  the  Ohio  river  is  to  I 
eluded  in  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  I  would  prefer,  for  the  sa 
economy,  to  reside  in  Cincinnati.  I  would  like  to  take  New  York  and  Ch 
in  my  route  west,  to  keep  appointments  made  by  my  family  before  my  ai 
here.  I  will  be  ready  to  leave  Washington  on  Wednesday. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major  General  Commandii 
Colonel  T.  3.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Headquarters  Armies  United  States, 


Lancaster,  Ohio,  June  30,  IS( 
General  E.  D.  Towxsexd, 

Assistajit  Adjutant  General  U.  S,  Army,  Washington,  D,  C. : 
Despatcher  received.     Assignment  to  St.  Louis  perfectly  satisfactory. 

VV.  T.  SHERMAN, 


Major  Gener 
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Lancaster,  Ohio,  June  30,  18C5. 
Lieut.  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Washington,  D,  C; 
Mj  a89ig:nmeiit  to  St.  Louis  is  perfectly  satisfactory.     I  go  to  Cincinnati 
to-day,  and  will  go  to  Louissville,  and  it  may  be  to  St.  Louis,  before  I  come  back. 

W.  T.  SIIEUMAN. 

Major  General. 

All  of  wbich  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
Major  General  United  States  Army. 

IIb A uar A RTBRS  Military  Division  of  tiik  Missi.<4Sippi, 

St,  Louis f  Missmfrif  November  21,  1SG5. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  AVAR. 


REPORT 

or 

]\IAJOR  GENERAL  GEORGE  H.  THOMAS^ 

0tO  THE 

HON.  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR. 


PART    I. 


C'o:vi:mandikg  detachment  second  united  states  cavalry-,  first 

I3RIGADE  department  OF  PENNSYLVANIA;  FIRST  DIVISION  ARMY 
OF  THE  OHIO;  RIGHT  WING  OF  ARMY  BEFORE  CORINTH;  "SECOND 
JCN  CO>IMAND"  ARMY  OF  THE  OHIO;  "CENTRE"  ARMY  OF  THE  CUM- 
iSERLAND ;  FOURTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CUM- 
IBERLAND;  FROM  NOVEMBER  1,  18C0,  TO  OCTOBER  19,  1863. 


Nashville,  TbxNNESSEe,  March  9,  1866. 
^  I  fi:  In  compliance  with  your  communication  of  May  22,  1865,  I  have  the 
VoTic>x-  to  submit  the  following  as  a  record  of  the  campaigns  in  which  I  have  been 
cog^^^ed  since  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  copies  of  my  reports, 
^'^^  t.hose  of  my  principal  subordinates,  as  far  as  available : 

^^€>v€mher  1, 1860. — I  left  Gamp  Cooper,  Texas,  on  leave  of  absence  for  twelve 
^^^iths,  but  the  rebellion  of  the  southern  States  having  broken  out,  and  the 
^cond  cavalry,  (of  which  I  was  junior  major,)  by  an  agreement  between  General 
^^  ^^^^gs  and  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Texas,  having  been  disarmed  and 
ordered  out  of  the  State,  I  received  orders  at  New  York  city,  April  10, 1861,  to 
^^^  charge  of  the  regiment  on  its  arrival  in  New  York,  conduct  it  to  Carlisle 
"^^racks,  Pennsylvania,  and  take  prompt  measures  to  refit  it  for  active  service. 

-^jpril  14  to  May  27, 1861. — I  remained  at  Carlisle  barracks,  reorganizing  and 
^H^ipping  the  second  United  States  cavalry. 

-  -April  25, 1861. — Was  promoted  lieutenant  colonel  second  United  States  cav- 
^  ^'X  rice  R.  E.  Lee,  resigned. 
^    ^lay  3,  1861. — ^Vt^as  promoted  colonel  second  United  States  cavalry,  rice  A. 

•  Johnson,  resigned. 
p   ^une  1,  1861. — Reported  for  duty,  at  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  to  Major 
j^^ueral  Patterson,  United  States  volunteers,  in  accordance  with  Special  Order 
^   ^.  — ,  headquarters  of  the  army.  May  27,  1861,  with  four  companies  of  the 
^^ond  cavalry  and  the  Philadelphia  City  Troops. 
^     -June  3,  1861.— Assigned  to  command  of  the  first  brigade  of  the  army  of  Penn- 
sylvania, per  Special  Order  No.  — ,  headquarters  department  of  Pennsylvania. 
^     ^uly  2,  1861. — Commanded  the  brigade  in  the  affair  of  Hoge's  run,  in  Pat- 
^^eon's  advance  on  Martinsburg,  Virginia. 

^   ^ult/  3,  1861. — Entered  Martinsburg  with  my  brigade  in  advance  of  the  army, 
^'^tnmanded  the  advance  guard  in  the  march  towards  Winchester,  Virginia,  and 

*"Ove  in  the  enemy's  outpost  at  Bunker  Hill,  July  15,  1861. 
Y    August  17,  1861. — I  was  appointed  brigadier  general  of  volunteers ;  was  re- 
^^*Ved  from  duty  with  the  army  of  the  Shenandoah  August  26,  and  ordered  \A 


4  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERRL  THOMAS. 

report  to  Brigadier  General  Robert  Anderson,  United  States  army,  commanding 
department  of  the  Cumberland.* 

September  6,  1861. — Reported  for  duty  at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Septanhcr  12,  1861. — Was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Camp  Dick  Robinson, 
Kentucky,  and  assumed  command  September  1»5,  relieving  Lieutenant  William 
Nelson,  United  States  navy,  who  formerly  commanded  the  camp,  and  was  or- 
ganizing Kentucky  and  Tennessee  troops. 

September  15  to  October  14,  1861. — Remained  at  Camp  Dick  Robinson. 
Completed  the  organization  of  and  mustered  into  service  the  first  Kentucky  cav- 
alry, first  Kentucky  battery,  the  third,  fourth,  and  sixth  Kentucky  infantry,  and 
the  first  and  second  Tennessee  infantry.  The  fourteenth,  seventeenth,  Uiirty- 
first,  thirty-eighth  regiments  of  Ohio  infantry,  thirty-third  Indiana  infantry,  and 
batteries  B  and  C  first  Ohio  light  artillery,  having  aiTived  and  reported  for  duty, 
were,  with  the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  troops  above  mentioned,  organized  into 
a  brigade,  and  designated  the  first  brigade  army  of  the  Cumberland. t 

October  14,  1861. — The  enemy,  under  Zollicoffer,  having  been  reported  on 
the  march  to  invade  Kentucky,  through  Cumberland  Gap,  the  fourteenth  and 
seventeenth  Ohio,  the  thirty-third  Indiana,  and  battery  B  first  Ohio  artillery,, 
were  ordered,  under  Brigadier  General  A.  Schoepf,  United  States  volunteers,  to 
re-enforce  the  third  Kentucky  infantry  on  outpost  duty  in  Rock  Castle  Hills. 

October  21. — ^The  position  was  attacked  by  Zollicoffer,  who  was  beaten  back 
with  considerable  loss.J 

*  Major  General  Patterson  having  been  relieved  from  duty  and  mustered  out  of  seriicc,  the 
designation  of  his  army  was  changed  from  the  army  of  Pennsylvania  to  that  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  Major  General  N.  P.  Banks  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  same,  August,  ]8C]. 

t  Brigadier  General  Robert  Anderson,  United  States  army,  was  relieved,  at  his  own  request, 
in  command  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  by  Brigadier  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  United 
States  volunteers,  October,  1801. 

t  Affau-  of  Rock  Castle  Hills,  or  Wild  Cat,  October  21  and  22,  1861.— (See  the  foUowiug 
reports  of  the  same : ) 

Headquarters  Camp  Dick  Rodixson, 
Octobtr  22,  1861—4  a.  ni. 
General  :  I  have  just  received  a  despatch  from  General  Schoepf,  at  Rock  Castle  Hills. 
He  writes  that  the  enemy  attacked  the  cAmp  with  six  thousand  infantry  and  one  thousand 
five  hundred  cavalry,  and  were  repulsed  and  driven  back,  as  he  says,  behind  their  intrench- 
ments.    Ho  reports  four  of  our  men  killed  and  twenty  wounded;  among  the  latter  was  Cap- 
tain Heniser,  33d  Indiana,  who  rejoined  his  command  afler  the  amputation  of  his  finger. 
General  Schoepf  regards  the  position  as  secure.     I  am  sending  forward  provisions  and  ammu- 
nition, in  addition  to  the  supply  taken  by  the  troops.  I  thought  it  more  advisable,  in  the  present 
confused  state  of  the  quartermaster*s  department  here,  to  remain  at  this  post  myself,  sending 
foni\'ard  Generals  Schoepf  and  Carter,  who  are  on  the  ground  with  5,000  men.    As  soon  as  1 
can  arrange  matters  I  will  go  forward  myself. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier  General  U.  S,  f'.,  Com'g, 
Brigadier  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Department  of  Cumberland^  Louisville^  Ky. 
True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  A.  D,  C. 

Headquarters  Camp  Dick  Robinson, 
October  2:i,  1661. 
General  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  22d,  giving  the  substance  of  General  Schoepf 's  report  of  the 
events  of  the  21st  at  Rock  Castle  Hills.  I  nave  just  received  another  despatch  from  him,  in 
which  he  reports  that  his  scouts  had  just  returned  and  report  the  enemy  have  fully  retreated  in 
the  direction  of  Loudon.  Our  loss  is  ascertained  to  be  four  killed  and  eighteen  woonded.  On 
examination  of  the  battle-ground,  I  set  the  enemy's  loss  down  at  thirty  killed  and  a  lam 
wounded  list— the  latter  taken  by  them  off  the  field,  (as  I  learn  from  an  influential  dtisen  in  t£e 
Ticinity, )  except  three,  who  were  brought  into  our  camp  and  properly  cared  for ;  one  ainoe 
died.  Our  wounded  are  doin^  well.  The  three  prisoners,  all  examined  by  me  separately, 
gave  the  same  statement  relative  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  viz:  7,000. 
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October  28. — Headquarters  and  balance  of  brigade  advanced  to  Crab  Orchard.* 
Xovemher  17. — Ordered  to  move  brigade  to  Lebanon,  Kentucky,  detaching 
the  two  Tennessee  regiments  and  the  third  Kentucky  to  Loudon,  Kentucky,  to 
observe  the  road  through  Cumberland. Gap. 

November  30. — Assigned  to  command  first  division  army  of  the  Ohio,  Special 
Order  No.  16,  headquarters  department  of  the  Ohio,  and  ordered  to  concentrate 
the  conunand  at  Lebanon,  Kentucky.! 

December  31. — Per  instructions  from  department  headquarters,  I  marched 
with  part  of  two  brigades  of  the  division  to  unite  with  the  brigade  stationed  at 
Somerset,  Kentucky,  and  attack  the  enemy  in  his  intrenched  camp  at  Mill 
Springs.    Learning  of  my  approach,  the  enemy,  under  Major  General  George 
Crittenden,  moved  out  of  his  intrenchments,  and  attacked  my  advance  at  Logan's 
Crossroads  at  6  a.  m.,  January  19, 1862.     By  10  a.  m.  he  was  completely  routed, 
"With  one  general  officer  (ZoUicoflPer)  killed,  and  fled  in  disorder  to  his  intrenched 
ciunp,  closely  pursued  by  my  command.     By  5  p.  m.  the  camp  was  closely  in- 
vested, and  during  the  night  the  troops  were  disposed  for  an  assault  of  the  works 
At  daylight  on  the  20th.     But  with  the  aid  of  a  steamer  and  several  flatboats, 
j^rotected  from  the  fire  of  our  artillery  by  the  high  hills  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
Xlie  enemy  succeeded  in  making  good  his  escape  before  morning,  abandoning  all 
liiti  artillery,  ammunition,  quartermaster  and  commissary  supplies,  and  the  per- 
sonal baggage  of  the  officers,  and  crossing  the  Cumberland  river  with  his  dis- 
oi^^anized  forces. 

-Annexed  please  find  my  report  of  the  battle  of  Mill  Springs,  dated  January 
31,  X862.  The  reports  of  my  sub  commanders  are  not  to  be  found  among  the 
records  of  the  department  o^the  Ohio. 

Headqi'arters  First  Division,  Drpartment  of  the  Ohio, 

Somerset^  /Cy.,  January  31,  186*2. 

Cai»tain  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  general 
cominanding  the  department,  contained  in  his  communication  of  the  29th  December,  I 
reache<]  Loan's  cross-roads,  about  ten  miles  north  of  the  intrenched  camp  of  the  enem^  on  the 
Cunil>^jljjng  river,  on  the  17th  instant,  with  a  portion  of  the  second  and  third  briprndes,  Kenney's 
oattery  of  artillery,  and  a  battalion  of  WooUord's  cavalry.    The  fourth  and  tenth  Kentucky, 


V -^^^  enemy  fought  well,  approaching  to  within  fifty  yards  of  our  muskets  with  shouts  and 
STt^*^*  wliich  were  promptly  responded  to  by  our  men  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Colonels  Cobum  and  Woolford. 

,^^'lie  pocket  of  one  of  the  wounded  prisoners  was  found  a  letter  to  the  commander  of  a 
^7^^««ion)  Tennessee  regiment,  urging  him  to  send  forward  his  regiment  to  the  relief  of  General 
^^icoffer.  I  have  just  learned  from  a  citizen  on  the  route  of  the  retreating  enemy  that  they 
»cknoi^ledge  a  loss  of  100  killed. 

??^  ^  rumor  in  the  papers  that  General  Lee  will  supersede  ZoUicoffer.    If  he  does,  I 
woui^  vrish  to  be  prepared  for  him  fully. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
»^  .  Brigadier  General  U.  5.  T. 

**^»gadier  General  W.  T.  Sii£R>L4N, 
.|,      Commanding  Department  of  Cumberland. 
^niecopy: 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  A,  D,  C 

Brigadier  General  \V.  T.  Sherman  was  relieved  at  his  own  request  in  command  of  the  army 
01  the  Cumberland,  when  the  designation  of  that  army  was  changed  to  that  of  the  department 
ftii<l  army  of  the  Ohio,  and  Brigadier  General  D.  C.  Buell,  United  States  volunteers,  assigned 
w  the  command,  November,  ltf61. 

^  ZoUicoffer,  being  defeated  at  Rock  Castle  Hills,  fell  back  into  Tennessee,  through  Cumber 
land  Gap.  Keorganized  his  forces  and  attempted  a  second  advance  into  Kentucky,  b^  way 
of  Honticello  and  Somerset,  succeeding  in  effecting  a  crossing  of  the  Cumberland  nver  at 
Mill  Spring  on  December,  1861,  and  immediately  intrenched  himself  at  Beech  Grove,  on  the 
DOrtli  bank  of  the  river,  between  Fishing  and  Oak  creeks. 
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fourteenth  Ohio,  and  ei^hteentli  United  States  infantry  beinff  still  in  rear,  detained  by  the  al- 
most impassable  condition  of  the  roads,  I  determined  to  halt  at  this  point,  await  their  arri- 
val, and  to  communicate  with  General  Schoepf. 

The  tenth  Indiana,  Wool  ford's  cavalry,  and  Kenney's  battery,  took  position  on  themun 
road  leading  to  the  enemy's  camp.  The  ninth  Ohio  and  tenth  Minnesota  (part  of  Colonel 
McCook's  brigade)  encamped  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  Robertsport  road. 
Strong  pickets  were  thrown  out  in^he  direction  of  the  enemy  beyond  where  the  Somerset  and 
Mill  Springs  road  comes  into  the  main  road  from  my  camp  to  Mill  Springs,  and  a  picket  of 
•cavalry  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  infantry.  General  Schoepf  visited  me  on  the  day  of 
my  arrival,  and  after  consultation  I  directed  him  to  send  to  my  camp  Standards  battery,  the 
twelfth  Kentucky,  and  the  first  and  second  Tennessee  regiments,  to  remain  until  the  arrival 
of  the  regiments  in  the  rear. 

Having  received  information  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  that  a  large  train  of  wagons  with  its 
escort  were  encamped  on  the  Robertsport  and  Danville  road,  about  six  miles  from  Ck>lonel 
Steedman's  camp,  1  sent  an  order  to  him  to  send  his  wagons  forward  under  a  strong  guard,  and 
to  march  with  his  regiment  (the  fourteenth  Ohio)  and  the  tenth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Harlan, 
with  one  day's  rations  in  their  haversacks,  to  the  point  where  the  enemy  were  said  to  be 
encamped  and  either  capture  or  disperse  them. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  from  the  time  of  oiur  arrival  until  the  morning  of  the  J9th, 
except  a  picket  skirmish  on  the  night  of  the  17th.  The  fourth  Kentucky,  the  battalion  Michi- 
gan engineers,  and  Wetmore's  battery  joined  on  the  18th.  About  half -past  6  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  the  pickets  from  Woolford's  cavalry  encountered  the  enemy  advancing  oo 
our  camp,  retired  slowly,  and  reported  their  advance  to  Colonel  M.  D.  Hanson,  com- 
manding^the  second  brigade.  He  immediately  formed  his  regiment  (the  tenth  Indiana)  and  took 
a  position  on  the  road  to  await  the  attack,  ordering  the  fotuth  Kentucky,  Colonel  S.  8.  Fry,  to 
support  him,  and  then  informed  mo  in  person  that  the  enemy  were  aavancing  in  force,  and 
what  disposition  he  had  made  to  resist  them.  I  directed  him  to  join  his  brigade  immediately, 
and  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  I  could  order  up  the  other  troops,  which  were  ordered  to 
form  immediately,  and  were  marching  to  the  field  in  ten  minutes  afterwards.  The  battalion  ol 
Michigan  engineers,  and  company  A,  thirty -eighth  Ohio,  wore  ordered  to  remain  as  guard  to  the 
camp.  Upon  my  arrival  on  the  field  soon  afterwards,  I  foundihe  tenth  Indiana  formed  in  front 
of  their  encampment,  apparently  awaiting  orders,  and  ordered  them  for»vard  to  the  support  of  the 
fourth  KentucKy,  which  was  the  only  entire  regiment  then  engaged.  I  then  rode  forward  myselt 
to  see  the  enemy's  position,  so  that  I  could  determine  what  disposition  to  make  of  my  troops 
as  they  arrived.  On  reaching  the  position  held  by  the  fourth  Kentucky,  tenth  Indiana,  and 
Woolford's  cavalry,  at  a  point  where  the  roads  fork  to  go  to  Somerset,  I  found  the  enemy  ad- 
vancing through  a  cornfield,  and  evidently  endeavoring  to  gain  the  left  of  the  fourth  Kentucky 
regiment,  whieli  was  maintaining  its  position  in  a  most  determined  manner.  I  directed  one 
of  my  aids  to  ride  back  and  order  up  a  section  of  artillerv,  and  the  Tennessee  brigade  to 
advance  on  the  enemy's  right,  and  sent  orders  for  Colonel  McCook  to  advance  with  his  twc 
regiments  (the  ninth  Ohio  and  second  Minnesota)  to  the  support  of  the  fourth  Kentucky  and 
eighteenth  Indiana. 

A  section  of  Captain  Kenney's  battery  took  a  position  on  the  edge  of  the  field,  to  the  left 
of  the  fourth  Kentucky,  and  opened  an  effective hre  on  a  regiment  of  Alabamians  which  were 
advancing  on  the  fourth  Kentucky.  Soon  after^vards  the  second  Minnesota,  Colonel  H.  P.  Van 
Cleve,  arrived,  reporting  to  me  for  instructions.  I  directed  him  to  take  the  position  of  the 
fourth  Kentucky  and  tenth  Indiana,  which  regiments  were  nearly  out  of  ammunition.  The 
ninth  Ohio,  under  the  immediate  command  of  M^'or  Kaimmerling,  came  into  position  on  the 
right  of  the  road  at  the  same  time.  Immediately  aner  these  regiments  had  gained  their  positions 
the  enemy  opened  a  most  determined  and  galUng  fire,  whicli  was  returned  l»y  our  troops  ir 
the  same  spirit,  and  for  nearly  half  an  hour  the  contest  was  maintained  on  both  sides  in  the 
most  obstinate  manner. 

At  this  time  the  twelfth  Kentucky,  Colonel  W.  A.  Haskins,  and  the  Tennessee  brigade 
reached  the  field  on  the  left  of  the  Minnesota  regiment,  and  opened  fire  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  enemy,  who  then  began  to  tall  back. 

The  second  Minnesota  kept  up  a  most  galling  fire  in  front,  and  the  9th  Ohio  charged  the 
enemy  on  the  left  with  bayonets  fixed,  turned  their  fiank,  and  drove  them  from  the  field,  the 
whole  line  giving  way  and  retreating  in  the  utmost  disorder  and  confusion. 

As  soon  as  the  regiments  could  be  formed  and  refill  their  cartridge-boxes,  I  ordered  the 
whole  force  to  advance.  A  few  miles  in  rear  of  the  battle-field  a  small  force  of  CHvalry  wa* 
drawn  up  near  the  road,  but  a  few  shots  from  our  artillery — a  section  of  Standards  battery— 
dispersea  them,  and  none  of  the  enemy  were  seen  again  until  we  arrived  in  firont  of  their'in- 
trenchments. 

Aa  we  approached  their  i  ntrenchments  the  division  was  deployed  in  lino  of  battle,  and 
steadily  advanced  along  the  summit  of  the  hill  at  Moulden's.  From  this  point  I  directed 
their  intrenchments  to  be  cannonaded,  which  was  done  until  dark,  by  Standart  and  Wet- 
more's  batteries.  Kenney's  battery  was  placed  in  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  Bussell's 
house,  from  which  point  ho  was  directed  to  fire  on  their  ferry  to  deter  them  from  attempting 
to  cross. 

On  the  following  morning  Captain  Wetmore's  battery  was  ordered  to  Rosseirs  house,  and 
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aissisted  ivitb  his  Parrott  g^ns  in  firing  upon  the  ferry.  Colonel  Manson's  brigade  took  po- 
sition on  the  left,  near  Kennej^s  battery,  and  every  preparation  was  made  to  assault  their 
intrenchments  on  the  following  morning.  The  fourteenth  Ohio,  Colonel  Steedman,  and  the 
tenth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Harlan,  having  joined  from  detached  service  soon  after  the  re- 
pulse of  theenemy,  continued  with  their  brigade  in  pursuit,  although  they  could  not  get  up 
m  timet  o  join  in  the  fight.  These  two  regiments  were  placed  in  front,  in  my  advance  on 
the  intrenchments  the  next  morning,  and  entered  first;  General  Schoepf  having  also 
joined  me  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  with  the  seventeenth,  thirty-m*st,  and  thirty- 
eighth  Ohio,  his  entire  origade,  and  entered  with  the  other  troops.  On  reaching  theintrencn- 
ments,  we  found  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  everything,  and  retired  dunng  the  night. 
Twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  with  their  caissons  packed  with  ammunition,  one  battery  wagon, 
mnnd  two  forges,  a  large  amount  of  small-arms,  mostly  the  old  flint-lock  muskets,  and  am- 
munition for  the  same,  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  sixty  wagons,  and  upwards  of  one 
tbousand  of  horses  and  mules,  a  large  amount  of  commissarv  stores,  intrencning  tools,  and 
oAmp  and  garrison  equipage,  fell  into  our  hands.  A  correct  list  of  all  the  captured  property 
-vrill  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made  up,  and  the  property  secured. 

The  steam  and  ferry  boats  having  been  burned  by  the  enemy,  on  their  retreat,  it  was  foiind 
ixnpossible  to  cross  the  river  and  pursue  them;  besides,  their  command  was  completely  do- 
xxftOfilixed,  and  retreated  with  great  haste  and  in  all  directions,  making  their  capture  in  any 
ssvmbers  quite  doubtful,  if  pursued.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  moral  effect  produced  by 
AlMir  complete  dispersion  will  have  a  more  decided  effect  in  re-establishing  Union  sentiments 
trlmim  thouffh  they  had  been  captured. 

It  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  testify  to  the  uniform  steadiness  and  good  con- 
dnct  of  both  ofScers  and  men  during  the  battle,  and  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  acompanying 
r^Bjports  of  the  different  commanders  for  the  names  of  those  officers  and  men  whose  good  con- 
dvact  was  particularly  noticed  by  them. 

1  regret  to  have  to  report  that  Colonel  R.  L.  McCook,  commanding  the  third  brigade,  and  his 
•*<fc-de-camp,  Lieutenant  A.  S.  Burt,  eighteenth  United  States  infantry,  were  both  severely 
'v^pimded  in  the  first  advance  of  the  ninth  Ohio  regiment,  but  continued  on  dutv  untill  the  return 
or  the  brigade  to  camp,  at  Logan's  cross-roads.  Colonel  S.  S.  Fry,  fourth  Kentucky,  was 
•tightly  wounded  while  his  regiment  was  gallantly  resisting  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
durizi|^  which  time  Zollicoffer  All  firom  a  shot  from  his  pistol,  which,  no  doubt,  contributed 
"■■•tenally  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  enemj. 

Captain  Geom  £.  Hunt,  assistant  adjutant  general.  Captain  Abram  C.  Gillem,  division 
^Yiartermaster,  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Breckenridge,  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  S.  B.  Jones,  acting 
?*«i»tiint  quartermaster,  Mr.  J.  W.  Scully,  quartermaster's  clerk.  Privates  Samuel  Letcher, 

•^•"enty-first  regiment  Kentucky  volunteers, Stitch,  fourth  regiment  Kentucky  volun- 

^^^y  rendered  me  valuable  assistance  in  carrying  orders  and  conducting  the  troops  to  their 
"*™rent  positions. 

Captain  G.  S.  Roper,  commissary  of  subsistence,  deserves  great  credit  for  his  perseverance 
■^a  energy  in  forwarding  commissary  stores  for  the  command  as  far  as  the  hiU  where  our 
lorces  bivouac 

•Ix>>  addition  to  the  duties  of  guarding  the  camp.  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  K.  Hunton,  com- 
'*^*ndiiig  the  Michigan  engineers,  and  Captain  Greenwood,  company  A,  thirty-eighth  regi- 
™®^t  Ohio  volunteers,  with  their  commands,  performed  very  efficient  service  in  collecting 
*??  burying  the  dead  on  both  sides,  and  removing  the  wounded  to  the  hospitals  near  the  field 
®^  battle. 

A  x^umber  of  flags  were  taken  on  the  field  of  battle  and  in  the  intrenchments.  They  will 
^^rwarded  to  department  headquarters  as  soon  as  collected  together. 
.  *ne  loss  of  the  enemy  is  as  follows :  Brigadier  General  F.  K.  Zollicoffer,  Lieutenant  Bai- 
i*y  **eyton,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates 
*Jf»ea  and  buried ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  M.  B.  Carter,  twentieth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  J. 
^Jj^llen,  fifteenth  Mississippi,  Lieutenant  Allen  Morse,  sixteenth  Alabama,  and  five  officers 
*"  Jae  medical  staff,  and  eighty-one  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  taken  prisoners, 
.^^eutenant  J.  E.  Patterson,  twentieth  Tennessee,  A.  J.  Knapp,  fifteenth  Mississippi,  and 
"l^^y-six  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  wounded,  making  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
^  killed,  eighty-nine  prisoners,  not  wounded  and  wounded ;  a  total  cf  killed  and  wounded 
™  prisoners  of  three  hundred  and  forty-nine, 
^^r  loss  was  as  follows : 


KILLED. 


Comdofficew.         and  private.. 


NmthOhio 6 

Second  Minnesota 12 

Fourth  Kentucky 8 

Tenth  Indiana 1^ 

First  Kentucky  cavalry 1  2 

"l  38 
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WOUNDED. 

Ninth  Ohio 4  2i 

Second  Minnesota 2  31 

Fourth  Kentucky 4  48 

Tenthlndiana 3  72 

First  Kentucky  cavalry 19 

13  194 

One  commissioned  officer  and  thirty-oight  men  were  killed,  and  fourteen  officers,  including 
Lieutenant  Burt,  eighteenth  United  States  infantry,  aide-de-camp,  and  one  hundred  ana 
ninety-four  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  wounded. 

A  complete  list  of  the  names  of  our  killed  and  wounded  and  of  the  prisoners  ia  herewith 
attached. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO,  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier  Oentral  U,  S,  Volunteers^  Commanding, 
Captain  James  B.  Fry, 

A.  A,  G.,  Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Dept  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  Kentucky, 


Circular  showing  the  force  which  marched  out  of  the  intrenchments  of  the  enemy  on  the 
night  of  the  18th  January,  1862 : 

CIRCULAR. 

Headquarters  Beech  Grove,  Ky., 

January  18,  1862. 

The  following  will  be  the  order  of  maYch : 

General  Zollicoffer :  fifteenth  Mississippi,  in  advance.  Colonel  Walthall ;  battery  of  4 
guns.  Captain  Rutledge ;  nineteenth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Cummiugs  ;  twentieth  Tennessee, 
Colonel  Battles ;  twenty-fifth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Stanton. 

General  Carroll:  seventeenth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Newman;  twenty-eighth  Tennessee, 
Colonel  Murray;  twenty-ninth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Powell;  two  guns,  in  rear  of  InfSuitiy, 
Captain  McClung. 

Sixteenth  Alabama,  Colonel  Wood,  in  reserve. 

Cary  battalions  in  rear. 

Colonel  Brauner  on  the  right. 

Colonel  McClellan  on  the  left. 

Independent  companies  in  front  of  the  advance  regiment. 

Ambulances  and  ammunition. 

Wagons  in  rear  of  the  whole,  and  in  the  order  of  their  regiments. 
By  order  of  General  Crittenden : 

A.  L.  CUNNINGHAM, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

January  23,  1862. — Moved  the  command  to  Somerseti  to  complete  prepara- 
tions for  marching  into  Tennessee. 

February  15. — Ordered  from  department  headquarters  to  move  command 
to  Lebanon,  preparatory  to  advancing  on  Bowling  Green.  Whilst  en  route 
was  ordered  to  march  to  Louisville  and  embark  for  the  Cumberland  river, 
the  enemy  having  retreated  from  Bowling  Green.  Embarked  at  Lonisvilley 
February  26,  with  ten  (10)  days'  supplies,  preparatory  to  operations  against 
Nashville,  if  necessary. 

March  4. — Reached  Nashville. 

March  19. — Marched  from  Nashville  to  Savannah,  Tennef>8ee,  my  division 
being  detailed  as  the  reserve  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio. 

April  7. — Reached  Savannah  at  midnight,  and  Pittsburg  landing  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th,  having  been  detained  at  Savannah  for  want  of  transpor- 
tation.   Went  into  camp  on  left  of  the  army. 

Aj^il  25, — ^Appointed  major  general  of  volunteers. 

April  30. — Per  Special  Field  Order  No.  35,  headquarters  department  of  the 
Mississippi,  transferred  with  my  command  to  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  assigned 
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to  tlie  command  of  the  "  right  wing  of  the  army  before  Corinth,"  Mississippi, 
(coia-sBisting  of  my  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  T.  W.  Sherman, 
tbe  divisions  of  Brigadier  Generals  W.  T.  Sherman,  S.  H.  Hurlbiirt,  J.  A. 
Da-'vies,  and  T.  J.  McKean.) 

Jk£ay  30. — At  G  a.  m.  entered  Corinth  with  two  divisions  of  my  command, 
>££y or  General  W.  T.  Sherman  pursuing  and  driving  the  enemy's  rear  guard 
across  Hatcher's  creek,  a  few  miles  south  of  Corinth.  The  stream  being  im- 
passable on  account  of  the  swampy  banks,  and  the  enemy  having  destroyed  the 
bnd^e  and  causeway,  he  pursued  no  further  by  that  route.  The  divisions  of 
3ng'adier  Generals  T.  W.  Sherman  and  Davies  were  temporarily  detached,  and 
assigned  to  General  Buell's  command,  to  pursue  by  the  river  road. 

Tfie  following  is  the  report  made  by  me  of  the  operations  of  my  command 
about  Corinth;  the  reports  of  my  division  commanders  are,  doubtless,  iiled 
among  the  records  of  the  department  of  the  Tennessee,  and  are  consequently 
not  Airailable  to  forward  herewith  : 

Headquarters  Right  \Vix«  Army  op  Tennessee, 

Camy  near  Corinth,  Mississippi,  June  3,  18()2. 

Oe::>*eral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  followin<^  report  of  the  operations  of  tlio  rigfht 
vvinr*-  army  of  the  Tennessee  before  Corinth. 

On  the  4th  instant  the  right  wing  commenced  its  move  upon  Corinth,  Major  Gonoral  W. 
T.  St&erman's  division  takinf^^  up  a  position  to  the  right  of  Monterey,  towards  the  Purdy  and 
Ciirinth  road,  supported  by  Brigadier  Greneral  Hurlburt's  division  on  his  loft,  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral T.  w.  Sherman's  division  taking  position  on  the  main  road  from  Monterey  to  Corinth, 
with  r>avie8's  and  McKean's  divisions  in  reserve.    Major  Greneral  Sherman's  right  tiank,  be- 
ing touch  exposed,  was  intrenched  immediately.     On  the  7th  instant  the  right  wing  again 
moved  forward,  occupying  the  ground  from  the  Monterey  and  Corinth  to  the  Purdy  and 
t  »rminpton  roads,  and  extending  from  the  Monterey  ancf  Corinth  to  the  Purdy  and  Corinth 
yoads.     This  advance  was  made  in  the  face  of  a  strong  resistance  from  the  enemy,  who  was 
in  force  in  front  of  each  of  the  wings  of  my  command.    The  ground  taken  up  was  strongly 
intrenched  the  same  day  by  all  the  troops.     From  this  time  until  our  next  advance  there 
was  conBiderablo  skirmishing  between  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy.     Our  pickets 
cAiitioufliy  but  steadily  advanced  from  day  to  day,  and  always  holding  the  ground  they  had 
g^m«d.    On  the  17th  instant  Major  General  Sherman,  with  a  regiment  and  a  section  of  ar- 
tiUory  from  his  division,  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  at  the  crossing  of  Bridge  creek  and 
occupied  their  {position.    The  same  day  Brigadier  General  T.  W.  Sherman  drove  a  force  of 
tt^o  enemy  in  his  front  across  Bridge  creek,  on  the  Monterey  and  Corinth  roads,  and  occu- 
P*^<1  ^ith  his  pickets,  supported  by  a  strong  reserve,  all  the  ground  in  his  front  as  far  as  the 

wj^>i  the  21st  instant  Major  General  Sherman's  division,  supported  by  Brigadier  General 
.^Hj^lbort,  advanced  to  Russell's  House,  on  the  Gravel  Hill  road,  to  the  main  road  from  Purdy 
j'  ^orinth,  refusing  his  right  flank,  General  Hurlburt  connecting  with  Sherman's  left,  ex- 
jj^Hing  along  the  same  ridge  to  the  position  held  by  General  McArthur's  brigade  of  McKean's 
j-^jJJ^ion,  the  latter  connecting  with  Brigadier  General  Schoept's  brigade,  which  had  moved 
jjj^^"ardfiom  its  last  position,  and  striking  across  Bridge  creek  nearly  east,  connected  with 

^^centro  of  Brigadier  General  Sherman's  division  wliich  had  advanced  but  little. 
J-,,  "*-  ke  enemy  made  no  serious  opposition  to  this  move,  except  in  front  of  Brigadi(?r  General 
jjj'^^ies,  who,  in  advancing  his  pickets  before  taking  his  position,  encountered  one  brigade  of 
jj^^^nemy  posted  on  the  Corinth  side  of  Phillip's  creek.    A  few  rounds  from  one  of  his  field- 
jj     lories  disx>er8cd  them,  and  the  different  divisions  intrenched  their  position  without  furtlier 

T*^5gtation. 
jj^^'*^Jbout  10  o*clock  a.  m.  tliat  day  our  pickets  reported  that  there  appeared  to  be  great  com- 

■**ion  in  Corinth,  and  there  was  every  indication  that  the  enemy  would  attack  the  right 
^.^  ^^  in  force  ;  I  accordingly  made  all  the  preparation  necessary  to  rec4'ive  them,  but  con- 
'  '1>^  '^®  work  on  the  intrenchments  until  they  were  completed. 


i 


^y-'*Jion  in  Corinth,  and  there  was  every  indication  that  the  enemy  would  attack  the  right 

»    "^vro  days  afterwards  we  were  informed  by  deserters  that  Bragg  and  Van  Dorn  were  to 
t    J^"^  attacked  us  that  morning,  but  found  on  sending  their  scouts  forward  that  we  already 

J!*  the  position  they  intended  to  have  taken  up,  consequently  they  withdrew. 

u^^*^  ^^©  28th  instant  Major  General  Sherman,  with  his  division,   supported  by  General 

^r^flburt  and  a  part  of  General  Davios's  division  on  the  left,  and  General  Logan,  of  Judah's 

^^^'iiiioD,  on  his  right,  advanced  along  the  main  Corinth  road  and  took  up  a  position  within  a 

^*^  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  outer  intrenchments ;  this  advance  was  met  with  more  de- 

t«*tnined  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  than  any  he  had  previously  made :  every  inch 

ot  the  ground  was  obstinately  contested  until  we  had  gained  our  position,  and  soon  after- 

"^^t^  a  strong  effort  was  made  by  the  enemy  to  drive  us  from  it,  which  wiw  met  b}'  our  men 
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with  so  mud)  coolness  and  determination  that  it  terminated  in  a  complete  withdrawal  of  thi 
enemy  from  onr  immediate  front. 

On  the  29th  there  was  comparative  qoiet  all  along  the  front  of  the  right  wing.  Brigadiei 
General  Sherman  moved  two  of  the  brigades  of  his  division  across  Bridge  creek,  to  fill  up  th< 
gap  between  the  loft  of  General  McKean's  division  and  the  right  of  General  BuelFs  annj 
corps,  which  had  been  advanced  the  day  before.  About  5  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  30th  instant 
several  explosions  being  heard  in  the  direction  of  Corinthf  General  Halleck  teleg^phec 
directly  to  Major  General  Sherman  to  move  forward  his  division  cautiouslyf  feel  the  enemy, 
and  ascertain  what  they  were  doing,  and  sent  me  an  order  to  support  General  Sherman'j 
advance  with  as  many  troops  as  would  be  necessary.  I  immediately  ordered  one  brigad< 
firom  Greneral  Hurlburt's  division  to  the  support  of  Major  General  Sherman,  and  dirwtec 
Generals  Davies  and  McKean  to  hold  their  divisions  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  momenta 
notice.  Major  General  Sherman,  anticipating  Greneral  Halleck's  order,  was  ready  to  mov< 
when  the  order  was  received,  and  movea  forward  his  division  in  throe  columns,  pressing  th< 
enemy  so  closely  that  they  had  barely  time  to  cross  the  Tnscumbia  creek  and  destroy  th< 
bridge  before  the  advance  of  General  Sherman  was  upon  their  rear  guard. 

The  cheerfulness  with  which  labor  in  the  trenches  was  performea  by  the  officers  and  men, 
and  their  steady,  energetic,  and  soldierly  bearing  on  this  advance,  evinces  a  state  of  discip 
line  highly  commendable,  to  which  I  take  gpreat  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  gen 
cral  commanding  the  department. 

There  were  no  casualties  in  the  right  wing  on  the  30th ;  those  occurring  prerionsly  hav» 
been  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  the  division  commanders.    Quite  a  number  of  pnsoneri 
were  taken  .by  Major  General  Sherman's  division  during  the  pursuit  on  the  30th.    Theii 
number  and  rank  will  be  furnished  the  provost  marshal  by  him. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  Comvianding  Right  Wing  Armtf  of  Tennessee. 

Brigdier  General  G.  W.  Cullem, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

Jttne  5,  1862. — I  was  placediin  temporary  command  of  Corinth  and  vicinitj 
by  Special  Field  Order  No.  — ,  headquarters  department  of  the  Mississippi. 

June  10. — I  was  relieved  from  the  commana  of  the  right  wing  of  the  arm; 
before  Corinth,  and  assigned  (with  my  division  as  the  garrison)  to  the  commaD 
of  that  place  by  Special  Field  Order  No.  99,  headquarters  department  of  tl 
Mississippi. 

June  11. — The  divisions  of  Brigadier  Generals  Davies  and  Todd  were  ; 
signed  to  the  garrison  per  Special  Field  Order  No.  100,  headquarters  depj 
ment  of  the  Mississippi. 

June  22. — I  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  town  of  Corinth  by  M( 
General  E.  0.  C.  Ord,  commanding  second  division  army  of  the  Tennessee, 
was  retransferred  with  my  divisions  to  the  army  of  the  Ohio  per  Special  I 
Order  No.  119,  headquarters  department  of  the  Mississippi. 

June  26. — Left  Corinth  and  posted  the  troops  of  the  division  alonf 
Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  making  my  headquarters  at  Tuscii' 
Alabama,  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders  No.  85,  headquarters  army  c 
Ohio. 

JuTie  24. — Relieving  Wood's  division,  army  of  the  Ohio,  which  was  O' 
forward. 

July  15. — Received  orders  by  letter  to  prepare  to  join  BuelPs  main  a* 
soon  as  relieved  from  charge  of  the  railroad. 

July  25. — Having  been  relieved  by  Morgan's  division,  army  of  the  Misf 
I  marched  in  obedience  to  the  above-mentioned  orders;   reached  Hut 
Alabama,  with  the  division  and  reported  to  headquarters  August  1.     ' 
to  take  post  at  Deckerd,  Tennessee,  and  push  forward  one  brigade  to 
on  outpost  duty. 

August  5. — Reached  Deckerd.  Was  temporarily  relieved  from  the  i 
of  the  division  and  ordered  to  proceed  to  McMinnville  and  assume  cot 
the  forces  at  that  place,  per  official  letter  dated  headquarters  departm< 
Ohio,  Hnntsville,  August  15,  1862. 

AujB^ust  19. — Arrived  at  McMinnville  and  assumed  command. 
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le  following  correspondence  fully  illustrates  the  state  of  affairs  about  this 
d : 

HuxTsviLLE,  August  19,  1862. 
mL  Thomas,  MeMinnrilU : 

i  enemy  crossed  three  hnndred  cavalry  and  three  thousand  infantry  at  Chattanooga 
dar-  This  may  be  for  the  purpose  of  foraging  in  Sequatchie  valley,  but  we  must  Be 
red  for  more  than  that.  Hold  your  commana  in  readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest 
b  Yon  will  probably  march  on  the  Truman  road  or  the  Dunlap  road,  hut  you  should 
mded  with  capable  and  reliable  guides  in  all  directions.  General  Schoepfs  scouts  also 
the  enemy  in  the  mountains  twenty-one  miles  beyond  him  in  quite  a  large  force ;  that 
T6ry  definite  in  any  respect.  Tou  should  by  means  of  spies  and  scouts  keep  yourself 
ighly  informed  of  what  is  going  on  between  you  and  Chattanooga.  There  is  a  road 
ig  along  the  mountains  from  Spencer  to  Pikeville  and  other  points  by  which  an  enemy 
penetrate ;  you  should  also  look  well  in  the  direction  of  Sparta  and  Smithville,  both 
16  purpose  of  detecting  any  advance  upon  you  and  any  attempt  to  pass  you  towards 
riUe.  CoUect,  in  a  day  or  two,  all  the  forage,  flour,  and  beef  you  can,  and  then  send 
lapj^y  trains  to  Murfreesboro'  to  be  fed  until  required.  The  McMinnville  railroad  will 
en  Thorsday,  and  at  any  rate  you  should  not  keep  on  hand  more  supplies  than  you  can 
away  in  your  baggage  wagons  and  haversacks.  The  great  problem  with  us  is  supplies, 
that  we  must  solve  by  management  and  starving  if  necessary.  It  will  be  quite  as 
nit  for  the  enemy.  I  shall  concentrate  your  division  and  McCook's  at  Tracy  City,  or 
there,  and  send  Crittenden  up  the  Sequatchie  valley  to  about  the  Anderson  road.  We 
be  prepared  either  to  fight  in  detachments  or  concentrate  rapidly,  according  to  circum- 
M.  I  nave  prepared  a  code  of  signals  by  which  to  control  our  movements  and  commu- 
« information ;  study  it  carefully.  Call  Wood's  division  up  to  you,  or  at  least  have  him 
in  a  few  hours  march,  which,  for  the  sake  of  supplies,  will  be  better,  as  well  as  to  give 
)  protection  to  the  road. 

D.  C.  BUELL,  Commanding, 
true  copy: 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  A.  D.  C, 

Headquarters  First  Division  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

McMinnville,  Tenn,,  August  22,  1862. 
or  General  Bu  ELL,  I>ecA-fr</: 

ktre  believed  for  a  day  or  two  that  the  demonstration  in  this  direction  is  intended  to 
r  Uie  advance  of  the  enemy  toward  Kentucky.  Forrest  and  Scott  are  said  to  be  near 
•▼iUe.  I  have  been  reliably  informed  that  forage  is  being  collected  there  in  large 
^es.  My  scouts  report  no  force  of  the  enemy  on  Cumberland  mountains  this  side  of 
litchie.  Morgan  day  before  yesterday  was  at  Hartsville.  Johnson  is  this  side  of  the 
ibcrland,  near  Carthage.  The  troops  I  sent  to  his  assistance  are  now  at  Smithville. 
Bd^  Grose  reports  that  Morgan  is  trying  to  get  east,  probably  to  joii#Forrest,  but  to  do 
ft  will  have  to  march  by  Johnson  or  Grose.  We  have  captured  two  or  three  small  droves 
Jttle  going  east.  Two  men  came  in  yesterday  from  near  Crossville  who  report  that  (he 
1^*8  cavalry  and  some  infantnr,  probably  the  advance  guard,  are  at  Jamestown, 
*688  county.    The  citizens  here  thluK  that  they  will  advance  into  Kentucky. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General  U,  S,  V. 
true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  A,  D,  C. 


General  Buell  to  General  Thomas, 

Deckerd,  August  22,  1S62. 
nl  Thomas,  MeMinnrilU  : 

om  General  McCook's  information  this  morning  it  seems  almost  certain  that  Bragg  is 
hmg  on  McMinnville;  his  advance  was  at  the  top  of  Waldron's  ridge  last  night. 
0wan  is  said  to  be  crossing  at  Kingston,  and  Withers  at  Harrison.  Of  course  they  will 
!l  to  unite.  W*hat  sort  of  ground  can  we  take  by  concentrating  at  McMinnville?  How 
1  it  do  to  fight  at  Altamont  ?  Is  the  ground  such  as  to  g^ve  us  the  advantage  of  our 
vj  1  How  many  days'  rations  have  you  ?  Are  you  provided  with  ammunition  7  Bo 
'  to  march  immediately. 

BUELL,  Commanding, 
me  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Atde-dt'CaxKf^ 
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General  Thomas  to  General  BuelL 

Headquarters  First  Division  Army  of  Oino, 

McMinnville,  August  22,  1862. 

Major  General  Buell,  Deckerd  : 

By  all  meaus  concentrato  here.  The  enemy  cannot  reach  Nashville  by  any  other  route 
across  the  mountains  unless  by  Sparta.  At  Altamont,  I  am  positively  informed  that  the 
enemy  would  have  an  equal  advantage  with  ourselves.  Here  we  will  have  a  most  decided 
advantage,  and  by  being  here,  should  ne  march  by  Sparta,  we  can  meet  him  either  there  or 
at  Allen's  ford,  across  the  Caney  Fork.  He  is  obliged  to  pass  this  place  or  Sparta,  to  reach 
Nashville.  I  have  six  days'  rations  and  plenty  of  ammunition.  Did  you  get  my  despatch 
of  to-day  ?  I  cannot  think  that  Bragg  is  coming  here,  either  by  the  Hill  or  Thurman  road. 
My  reconnoitring  party  wont  into  Dunlap  yesterday. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  P'olunteers. 
A  tme  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-camp. 


General  ButU  to  General  Thomas. 

Deckerd,  August  22,  1S62. 
General  Thomas,  McMinnville  : 

Of  course  you  will  instantly  recall  your  absent  troops.    I  will  probably  bring  second  Ken- 
tucky by  rail,  to  march  from  here — that  is,  on  the  supposition  that  we  will  advance  to  attack 
in  Sequatchie  valley.      I  can  hardly  think  the  enemy  will  attempt  the  march  across  t- 
McMinnville — at  least  not  immediately.    It  appears  to  me  that  he  will  rather  endeavor  to  g( 
into  north  Alabama,  and  perhaps  strike  across  to  Deckerd.     If  we  advance  to  Altamont  w 
may  thwart  him  in  both  and  preserve  our  communication  with  Deckerd  "and  Nashville.    I 
we  concentrate  at  McMinnville  wo  lose  north  Alabama  and  Deckerd.     What  think  you 
The  great  difficulty  is  in  moving  in  the  mountains  with  our  trains.    Of  course  we  must  cu- 
loose  from  everything  but  oiu  ammunition  train  and  subsistence  for  six  days,  most  of  it  m 
haversacks. 

D.  c.  blt:ll. 

A  tnie  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aidt-de-Camp. 

General  Thomas  to  General  BuelL 

^  Headquarters  First  Division  Army  of  Ohio, 

^  McMinnville,  Tennessee,  August  22,  li^'2. 

Major  General  Buell,  Deckerd : 

Wo  can  get  neither  forage  nor  water  at  Altiimont.  It  will  be  as  difficult  for  ns  to  niarcb: 
across  the  mountains  to  Sequatchie  valley,  as  for  tha  enemy  to  come  either  to  Altamont  orr 
this  place.  I  would  not  advise  concentrating  here  except  for  battle,  or  for  an  advance  iutc 
East  Tennessee.  I  think  our  connexion  with  Nashville  will  be  better  preserved  by  holding:: 
Decherd,  with  a  division  to  enable  us  to  concentrate  either  there,  if  threatened,  or  at  ihit^ 
place.  I  have  also  learned  that  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  has  been  abandoned,  and  most  of  the? 
enemy  at  that  place  have  been  sent  to  Chattanooga.  I  therefore  do  not  apprehend  am" 
attempt  to  seize  north  Alabama. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U,  S.  Volunteers. 
A  true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-^e-Camp. 


General  Buell  to  General  Thomas. 

Deckerd,  August  23,  1562. 
General  Thomas,  McMinnville : 

There  is  no  possibility  of  our  concentrating  at  McMinnville.  We  most  concentrate  in 
advance  and  assume  the  offensive,  or  fall  back  at  least  to  Murfreesboro'.  I  deem  the  former 
the  surest,  and  we  will  act  accordingly.  I  wish  you,  therefore,  to  move  by  a  forced  march 
to  Altamont,  there  to  form  a  junction  with  McCook,  and  Crittenden,  and  Schoepf.    McCook 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS.  .13 

and  Criiteuden  started  for  Tracy  City  yesterday,  from  Jasper.  I  presumci  they  are  now  at 
Tracy  City,  though  possibly  not.  Schoepf  will  march  at  once.  The  junction  must  be  formed 
to-morrow,  and  any  division  meeting  the  head  of  the  enemy's  column  first  must  at  least  hold 
it  in  check  until  a  larger  force  arrives.  One  battery  to  a  division  would,  I  think,  bo  ample 
in  the  mountains.  McCook  and  Crittenden  have  with  them  six  batteries;  leave  all  of  yours, 
therefore — at  least  douH  take  more  than  one.  It  will  b/ necessary  to  leave  some  force  with 
them,  at  least  two  regiments,  and  they  should  be  put  in  a  strong  position  and  covered  by 
breastworks  to-night,  without  fail.  I  shall  order  Schoepfs  battenes  here,  to  be  similarly 
disposed  of.  There  must  be  no  delay  or  failure.  The  enemy's  advance  was  at  the  top  of 
Waldron's  ridge,  ten  miles  from  Chattanooga,  night  before  last,  and  talked  of  being  at 
McMinnville  to-morrow ;  that  is  hardly  possible,  but  they  must  be  met  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Communicate  with  McCook  to-night,  by  a  trusty  scout — the  distance  is  thirty-two 
miles ;  he  may  possibly  not  be  at  Tracy  City ;  if  not,  look  for  him  on  the  road  to  Battle  creek. 
If  you  think  best  you  may  send  your  artillery  to  this  place,  which  will  relieve  the  force  that 
'Vf  ottld  be  required  to  protect  them  there ;  though  if  they  will  be  safe,  there  is  some  advantage 
in  having  a  force  at  McMinnville.  Take  no  wagons  except  what  will  be  necessary  to  carry 
rations  and  cooking  utensils.  I  shall  probably  leave  here  with  Sill's  brigade  to-morrow,  for 
Tracy  City.  Communicate  always  in  cipher,  by  telegraph,  to  this  place,  and  by  courier 
t  Jbrough  Tracy  City.  Schoepf  sends  a  report  that  Hardee  is  advancing  on  the  Dunlap  road. 
-Answer,  that  I  may  know  exactly  what  you  do.  Your  staff  officer  makes  mistakes  in  the 
txse  of  the  cipher. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 
A  true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide- de- Camp. 

Deckerd,  August  24,  1862. 
Cjfeiierol  Thomas,  McMinnville : 

In  advancing  to  Altamont,  take  the  Hickory  Creek  rond,  instead  of  the  Thunnan  road. 
Tli3.t  will  put  you  on  a  shorter  line  of  retreat  on  Murfrecsboro',  by  the  way  of  Manchester, 
ancl  "brings  us  nearer  together.  Start  your  trains  for  Murfrecsboro'  at  once,  with  the  least 
*^^eort  that  will  possibly  suffice,  say  one  regiment  and  a  battery,  and  let  it  go  through  in 
tliirt3,'-six  hours.  In  the  event  of  any  reverse  which  makes  it  necessary  for  the  whole  force 
^^  i"jall  buck,  do  so  by  Manchester  and  Beach  grove,  making  a  stand  to  check  the  enemy 
"^^'^cMiever  it  can  be  done  with  advantage.  Keep  your  telegraph  open  until  the  last  minute, 
^xiti  after  that  communicate  frequently  oy  couriers.  It  is  very  desirable  that  we  should  reach 
tlie  cruemy  at  the  same  time  if  possible.  McCook  can,  I  think,  get  there  by  twelve  o'clock 
**^3^  nfter  to-morrow. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 
-^   t  me  copv : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 

Headquarters  First  Division  Army  of  Ohio, 
*  -    .  McMinnville,  Tennessee,  August  24,  1862. 

*^^Jor  General  Blell,  Declierd: 

p.-^   reconnoitring^  party,  under  Major  Loughliu,  First  Ohio  cavalry-,*  sent  by  me  towards 

*^^ville,  day  beiore  yesterday,  has  just  returned.    Major  Loughliu  reports  that  he  recon- 

j^^*^'^ed(?)  the  enemy's  advance  scouts  at  Spencer,  and  gained  reliable  intelligence  from  one 

^"^'o  citizens  that  a  force  of  two  or  three  thousand  inl'antry  and  some  artillery  was  then 

»    *^ikeville,  and  that  the  enemy  intended  advancing  on  this  place  by  two  or  three  routes. 

»  I^irty  sent  out  last  night  on  the  Chattanooga  road  reports  the  enemy's  pickets  at  Beer- 

j-^^  "a,  and  a  force  behina  in  Sequatchie  valley.     I  have  been  delayed  until  this  time,  waiting 

ccf  ^^®  return  of  these  parties.    Will  move  this  afternoon,  on  the  Hickory  Creek  road,  jn 

^^.'^pliance  with  your  last  orders.     General  Wood's  division  will  be  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 

^^«,  if  not  the  pass,  to-night. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  V,  S.  Volunteers. 
-"^  true  copv : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


Headqi;artkrs  First  Division  Army  of  the  Ohio, 
*^-  ,  AUamont,  Tennessee,  August  25—5  p.  m. 

^^*Jor General  Bi'ELL,  Deckerd: 

,y^^  enemy  no  nearer  than  Dunlap.  It  is  reported  there  is  one  brigade  there,  and  one  at 
*^  'Seville.  This  I  learn  here,  and  which  confirms  the  report  of  Major  Loughlin^  FvTOt  0\aft 
^&valry,  *  *  *  #*  ♦ 
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Water  scarce ;  only  one  spring  here,  and  not  forage  enough  in  the  neighborhood  to  last  for 
one  day.  The  road  up  the  mountain  is  almost  impassable ;  General  AVood  has  been  from  six 
o*clock  till  now  and  has  not  succeeded  in  getting  his  artillery  up  the  road.  I  deem  it  next 
to  impossible  to  march  a  large  army  across  the  mountains  by  Altamont,  on  account  of  scar- 
city of  water  and  forage,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  passing  over  the  road.  I  will  there- 
fore return  to  McMinnvillo  and  await  further  orders.  As  I  mentioned  in  one  of  my 
despatches,  I  regard  McMinnville  as  the  most  important  point  for  occupation  of  any.  The 
occupation  of  McMinnville,  Sparta,  and  Murfreesboro'  will,  in  my  opinion,  secure  the  Nash- 
ville and  Chattanooga  railroad.  I  have  sent  out  Smith  to  put  in  operation  a  system  of 
couriers  by  which  I  believe  we  can  get  reliable  information. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  L\  S,  Falunteerg. 
A  true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Bretet  Major  and  Aide-de-camp. 


Deckerd,  August  36.  1862. 
General  Thomas,  McMinnville : 

Keep  your  position  at  McMinnville,  but  make  nothing  like  a  permanent  establishment. 
Be  always  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  That  Bragg  is  this  side  of  the  river  with  a 
large  force  is  beyond  all  question.  It  is  hardly  probable  t^t  it  is  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
demonstration,  and  we  must  be  prepared  to  concentrate  promptly.  Of  course  the  passage 
of  so  large  a  force  across  the  mountains  is  difficult,  but  not  as  much  so  as  you  would  sup- 
pose, from  the  road  you  took.  The  Thurman  road  is  very  ^od,  and  the  mountain  quite 
easy  of  ascent.  The  descent  on  this  side  is  easy  enough  bv  tour  roads,  all  diverging  irom 
Altamont ;  the  first  goin^  by  Becrsheba  to  McMinnviUe,  the  second  by  Hickory  creek  to 
McMinnville  or  towards  Manchester,  the  third  also  to  Manchester  and  to  Deckerd  by  Pelham, 
and  the  fourth  by  Cowan.  The  Beersheba  road  is  excellent,  for  a  mountain  road.  The 
question  is,  how  to  meet  an  advance  which  may  take  either  of  these  routes  through  Alta- 
mont. The  best  position  we  could  take  would  be  McMinnville,  Altamont,  and  on  the 
Thurman  road,  just  this  side  of  Sequatchie  valley.  We  should  not  only  be  able  to  concen- 
trate against  an  advance  on  that  road,  or  the  Sparta  road,  but  also  threaten  his  flank  if  ho 
should  attempt  to  go  into  north  Alabama  by  Battle  creek — a  not  improbable  thing  on  many 
accounts.  The  difficulty  of  supplying  ourselves  on  the  mountains  is,  I  think,  the*  only  ob- 
jection to  the  disposition  I  mention.  Did  you  leave  any  force  at  Altamont?  McCook, 
Crittenden,  and  Schoepf  are  at  Pelham.  I  have  ordered  the  railroad  and  telegraph  re-estab- 
lished immediately,  ne  sure  to  be  informed  the  moment  the  enemy  enters  Sequatchie  valley 
and  which  direction  he  takes.  Forrest  and  Morgan  are  reported  at  Lebanon  to  attack  Mur- 
freesboro'  or  Nashville.  Give  all  the  information  you  can  obtain.  ♦»♦#'» 
Davis*s  division  crossed  at  Eastport  four  day  ago,  and  Payne  is  across— crossing  at  Lamb's 
ferry  and  Hood's. 

Do  you  know  a  colonel  fit  to  command  a  light  brigade  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry, 
to  operate  against  Forrest?    McCook,  Crittenden,  and  Schoepf  are  at  Pelham. 

D.  C.  BL^LL. 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide  de-Camp. 


Headquarters  First  Division  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

McMinnville,  August  28,  1i^*;>. 

Major  General  BuELL,  Deckerd  : 

Saturday  three  regiments  of  cavalry  were  at  Pikcville,  but  fell  back  to  Robinson  cross- 
roads, hearing  that  I  was  advancing  on  that  road.  About  one  regiment  was  reported  to  be 
at  Dunlap,  but  since  learned  ,from  a  brother  of  Smith  that  there  were  no  troops  there :  he 
went  to  I)unlap  on  Saturday.  It  was  reported  to  him  that  Bragg  was  at  the  foot  of  Wal- 
dron's  ridge,  in  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee,  with  forty  thousand  men,  awaitincr  rain  to  cross 


I  brigade  of  infantry  ( 

rest,  who  is  at  Woodbury  with  something  over  one  thousand  men.    I  have  also  directed  the 
commanding  officer  to  escort  a  train  of  provisions  through  to  this  place  from  Mnrfreesboro'. 


ville  roads,  and  by  the  system  of  expresses  to  be  established  by  Smith  I  think  I  can  gfre  you 
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intelligence  of  the  enemy  before  he  can  cross  Sequat^^hie  valley.  Would  not  Colonel  Harker 
be  a  g^ood  light  brigade  commander?  I  was  favorably  impressed  with  him.  Please  send  the 
First  Ohio  cavalry  here.     It  is  very  much  needed.  *  *  »  # 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  yolunteers. 
True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de'Camp, 


Altamont,  August  29,  1802. 
General  Thomas  : 

I  am  here  and  cannot  subsist.  Will  send  my  train  down  the  Hickory  Creek  trace  to- 
morrow. Have  you  had  any  orders  to  supply  me?  I  captured  three  of  Bragg's  body-guard 
this  morning.  They  say  they  were  out  reconnoitring  with  an  engineer  officer.  They  say 
Bragg  has  a  large  force,  but  not  yet  in  the  Sequatchie  valley.  Have  you  any  news  ?  My 
cavalry  think  they  have  a  division  in  the  Sequatchie. 

McCOOK. 
A  true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

Headquarters  First  Division  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

McMinnville,  August  30,  1862. 
General  McCooK,  Altamont : 

Your  note  was  received  last  night  at  11  o'clock.  I  have  no  orders  to  supply  you  with 
rations,  and  I  have  barely  enough  for  three  days.  Send  to  Deckerd.  If  you  remain  at  Alta- 
mont I  will  make  arrangements  to  supply  you.  Crittenden  is  to  bo  at  Hillsboro*  to-day, 
and  I  have  orders  to  be  ready  to  move  at  any  moment  and  keep  no  supplies  on  hand.  The 
enemv's  cavaliy  attacked  a  stockade  on  this  railroad  vesterday,  got  whipped,  losing  fifteen 
killed  and  seven  wounded.  Wood  went  out  yesterday  with  one  of  his  brigades  towards 
Donlap,  captured  a  rebel  officer,  a  negfro,  and  a  hotel-keeper,  and  late  Chattanooga  papers. 
Bragg  is  not  in  the  Sequatchie  valley  yet.  Forrest  is  said  to  be  in  Hubbard's  cove.  Will 
get  after  him  to-night.    Look  out;  he  will  probably  try  to  escape  by  Altamont. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 
True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
'  Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 

Heai»qi:arters  First  Divisiox  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

McMinvUU,  August  30,  lc?6-2. 
Major  General  Buell,  Decherd  : 

A  citizen  of  Livingston  came  in  this  morning.  He  reports  that  he  saw  a  large  force  of 
cavalry  coming  from  Knoxville,  six  miles  the  other  side  of  Sparta.  They  told  him  thev  wore 
on  their  wav  to  Dickson  springs,  near  Hartsville,  on  the  road  from  that  place  to  Smithville. 
A  citizen  of  Sparta  told  him  that  provisions  were  being  hauled  from  Sparta  and  nei^^hborhood 
to  Marmaduke's  brigade  in  the  mountains  southwest  of  Spencer.  lie  also  saw  six  or  eight 
pieces  of  cannon  with  the  cavabry.  They  told  him  they  were  going  to  Smithville  to  get  on 
my  flank  and  rear,  ready  to  attack  me  from  that  direction  as  soon  as  Bra^g  and  Marmaduke 
attacked  me  in  front.  He  saw  them  on  last  Thursday.  He  was  a  Mexican  war  pensioner 
before  this  rebellion  broke  out ;  belonged  to  James  Thomas's  regiment  of  Tennessee  cavalrj*. 
His  name  is  J.  W.  Hall.    His  story  seems  truthful.    Will  send  despatch  again  to-day. 

GE6.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U  S,  Volunteers, 
A  true  copy. 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Short  Mountain  Cross  Roads,  Tennessee, 

August  30,  1862. 

Colonel:  On  Friday,  August  29,  instant,  the  troops  under  my  command,  numbering 
one  hundred  effective  men  ot  company  A,  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  company  I,  eigh- 
teenth Ohio  volunteers,  Captain  Charles  C.  Ross,  and  company  D,  ninth  Michigan  volun- 
teers. Lieutenant  Wallace,  uad  just  completed  the  enclosure  of  a  stockade  at  this  place  thirty 
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by  forty  fe^t  square,  of  round  timbers  twelve  feet  bigb.  Tbo  meu  were  eating  dinner  at  about 
one  o'clock  p.  m.  in  a  grove  distant  fromtbe  stockade  about  one  hundred  yards,  and  in  which 
also  \vc  bad  the  ammunition  belonging  to  the  command,  excepting  such  as  was  in  boxes, 
when  the  enemy,  fifteen  hundred  strong,  made  his  appearance,  formed  in  line  of  battle  along 
the  skirt  of  woods  extending  from  the  railroad  along  the  south  side  of  the  stockade  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  two  hundred  yards,  and  rapidlv  extended  his  lines  on  the  east  and  west  sides. 
My  men  ran  rapidly  to  the  stockade,  and  at  the  same  time  the  enemy,  with  a  terrific  yell, 
fired  a  volley  and  rushed  to  cut  us  off  from  the  stockade.  The  attacking  force  consisted  of 
nine  hundred  dismounted  cavalry,  commanded  bv  General  Forrest  and  led  to  the  charge  by 
him.  My  men  kept  up  a  sharp  running  fire  on  the  way  to  the  stockade,  checking  the  im- 
petuosity of  the  enemy,  and  but  some  ten  of  company  I  and  the  meu  on  picket  got  inside  the 
fort  before  the  enemy.  The  men  cut  off  kept  up  a  constant  fire  from  the  railro^  and  woods 
during  the  engagement  and  got  in  in  safety.  The  race  to  the  stockade  was  a  desperate  one. 
On  getting  w^ithin  the  stockade  I  at  once  sent  three  parties  of  six  men  each,  one  from  each 
company,  to  bring  in  the  ammunition.  These  squads  were  commanded  by  Sergeant  McLaren, 
company  A  ;  Sergeant  Williams,  company  I,  and  I  regret  that  I  do  not  know  who  from  the 
nintn  Michigan  company.  They  ran  to  the  thicket  under  a  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  and  succeeded  in  bringing  in  the  ammunition. 

The  enemy  now  made  an  attack  from  three  directions  with  great  desperation,  approaching 
within  fift^  feet  of  the  stockade.  I  kept  up  a  constant  and  well  directed  fire  upon  him  for 
ton  minutes,  when,  finding  it  impossible  to  dislodge  us  or  seriously  injure  our  men,  and  his 
own  ialliDg  rapidly  around,  he  made  a  rapid  retreat  to  the  woods  in  great  confusion.  His 
men  ran  in  every  direction  before  our  fire,  throwing  down  their  arms,  and  immediately  fell 
back  out  of  range.  Soon  after,  an  attempt  was  made  to  destroy  the  railroad  above  us.  I 
went  out  with  a  party  and  drove  them  away. 

I  at  once  sent  messengers  to  Manchester  and  McMinnville,  on  foot,  through  the  enemy's 
lines,  with  information.  To  do  this  dangerous  duty  I  called  for  volunteers,  and  from  tho«e 
offering  to  go  I  sent  Clinton  S.  See,  private,  company  A,  to  McMinnville,  and  Henry  F. 
Thayer,  private,  company  D,  ninth  Micliigan,  to  Manchester.  They  both  got  safely  through 
and  gave  information  of  our  situation. 

llie  enemy's  force  s  consisted  of  Colonel  Wharton's  Texas  rangers ;  one  battalion  Alabama 
cavalry.  Captain  Buecoats ;  one  battalion  Tennessee  cavalry,  Major  Smith,  and  one  battalion 
Kentucky  cavalry,  numbering,  as  I  learn  from  Dr.  Houston,  surgeon  Texas  cavalry,  fifteen 
hundred  strong.  I  have  also  the  same  information  from  Lieutenant  Butler  and  other  prison- 
ers. We  biuied  twelve  of  the  enemy  left  dead  and  dying  on  the  field,  and  have  forty-one  ot 
his  wounded  in  our  hands  and  scattered  among  the  houses  of  citizens  in  the  vicinity.  Among 
the  dead  are  Captain  W.  Y.  Houston  and  Lieutenant  Butler,  Texas  rangers.  Our  loss  is 
nine  wounded,  to  wit :  seven  of  cx)mpany  I,  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers ;  one  of  company 
A,  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  and  one  of  company  D,  ninth  Michigan  volunteers.  Two 
are  wounded  dangerously  and  the  others  slightly.     I  send  list  of  w#unded. 

Drs.  Johnson  and  Mills,  surgeons  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  anived  at  midnight,  and  at 
once  proceeded  to  give  all  possible  attention  to  the  wounded.  At  daylight  Drs.  Stemmel 
and  Sabin,  twenty -sixth  Ohio  volunteers,  arrived  from  McMinnville  and  assisted  in  atten- 
tions to  the  wounded  and  suffering.  To  all  the  gentlemen  my  thanks  are  due  for  their  prompt- 
ness, industry,  and  skill  in  administering  to  the  wounded. 

We  captured  eight  horses,  three  saddles,  and  thirty  guns.  The  conduct  of  all  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  command  was  such  as  to  compel  my  admiration.  They  fought  from  the 
first  with  great  coolness,  bravery,  and  determination.  The  enemy  outnumbered  us  as  nine 
to  one. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 

Captain  H.  R.  MILLER, 


Col.  T.  R.  Stanley, 

Commanding  ]Sth  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Re.si)ect fully  forwarded. 
A  true  copy : 
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Manchester,  September  1,  186*2. 

Colonel  T.  R.  STANLEY,   Com'dg   Pott. 
H.  C.  JONES,  Adjutant. 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Cawf. 


HeADQI  ARTERS  FiRST  DIVISION  ARMY  OF  THE  OUIO, 

McMinnrille,  August  30,  186^. 

Major  General  BUELL,  Deckerd : 

Sent  report  of  citizen  from  Livingston  at  12  m.  to-day.  Received  despatch  from  Captain 
Miller  about  11  o'clock  last  night  from  the  railroad  bridge,  eight  miles  from  McMimiTille. 
Ho  was  attacked  by  Forrest's  cavalry,  one  thousand  five  hundred  strong,  men  dismounted 
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Thej  were  handsomely  repulsed,  and  fled,  leaving  fifteen  dead  on  thejrroand.  Sent  General 
Wood,  with  a  brigade  ana  some  cavaliy,  on  the  Chattanooga  road.  Ue  sent  cavalry,  under 
Major  Foster,  to  within  five  miles  of  Dunlan.  Reports  that  he  encountered  the  enemy's 
pickets  eight  miles  this  side  of  Dunlap,  which  be  drove  in  for  three  miles,  coming  in  succes- 
sion upon  different  outposts.  Learned  that  General  Bragg  was  there  with  three  brigades, 
encamped  up  and  down  the  Sequatchie.  There  is  also  another  force  some  seven  miles  higher 
np  the  valley.  People  with  whom  Major  Foster  conversed  thought  the  enemy  was  march- 
ing up  the  valley.  These  reports  of  citizens  not  known  are  good  for  nought.  Major  Foster 
also  reports  no  water  from  the  foot  of  the  mountain  this  side,  to  the  foot  on  the  other  side,  a 
distance  of  fifteen  miles.  A  small  party  was  sent  to  Beersheba  Springs.  Were  told  by  citi- 
zens that  a  rebel  force,  fifteen  hundred  strong,  (cavalry,)  were  encamped  yesterday  on  Big 
creek,  six  or  seven  miles  from  Altamont,  towards  Dunlap.  Heard  from  General  McCook 
at  Altamont  last  night ;  has  captured  two  of  Bragg's  body-guard,  who  report  that  he  has  a 
large  force,  but  not  yet  in  the  Sequatchie  valley.  His  cavalry  think  he  has  a  division  there. 
Kews  from  all  sources  seems  to  confirm  the  report  of  the  citizen  from  Livingston,  Tennessee, 
that  the  enemv  will  move  his  main  force  by  Sparta.  If  he  is  moving  on  Murfreesboro*,  by 
Sparta,  I  think  the  sooner  we  concentrate  to  meet  him,  and  drive  him  back,  the  better ;  and 
Muifreesboro*  seems  to  be  the  point  from  which  we  should  operate.  It  would  be  very  ad- 
Tantageous  if  one  brigade  was  stationed  at  Smithville  to  watch  any  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  our  left  flank,  as  there  seems  to  be  some  probability  of  a  movement  on  my  leA^d  rear, 
if  the  enemy  can  assemble  force  enough  for  that  purpose. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Fidunteer^. 
A  tme  copy  I 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Brigade, 

Near  McMinnville^   Tennessee^  August  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  to  orders  from  Brigadier  General  Wood  to  cut  off  General  Forrest  and 
his  command,  who  was  passing  to  the  westward,  and  within  two  miles  of  this  camp,  making 
his  wav  northward,  and  upon  five  minutes*  notice,  after  procuring  a  ^de,  I  marched  in  a 
circuitous  route  through  the  woods  to  the  Murfreesboro*  and  McMinnville  road,  a  distance  of 
six  miles  from  camp.  I  pushed  forward  in  the  direction  of  Murfreesboro'  in  *'  quick  time'* 
nntii  I  came  to  an  open  country,  where,  at  some  distance  across  the  fields,  I  discovered  the 
column  of  General  Forrest,  consisting  entirely  of  cavalry.  The  enemy  having  become  aware 
of  my  presence  at  this  time,  then  commenced  an  exciting  race  between  h|s  command  of 
cavalry  and  my  column  of  infantry  for  the  intersection  of  the  two  roads.  I  ordered  my  com- 
mand forward  at  a  ^'double-quick,"  which  they  obeyed  cheerfully,  although  they  had 
inarched  several  miles  at  **  quick  time"  without  watsr.  1  discovered,  when  about  four  or 
five  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  junction  of  the  roads,  that  General  Forrest  had  formed 
his  command "^in  line  of  battle  to  receive  my  attack.  I  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant  Estep, 
commanding  eighth  Indiana  battery,  to  take  up  a  position  on  an  elevated  piece  of  ground 
in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  road,  with  instructions  to  commence  firing ;  and  the  advance 

Siard,  (companies  A  and  F,  Captains  James  and  Peatman,  of  the  twenty-sixth  Ohio,)  under 
ajor  Dagenfeldt,  to  deploy  in  iront  of  the  artillery,  on  the  low  ground,  advance  and  com- 
mence firing.  In  the  mean  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Young,  commanding  the  twenty-sixth 
Ohio  regiment,  agreeably  to  instructions,  formed  his  regiment  in  rear  of  the  advance  guard, 
and  followed  it  closely  in  line  of  battle.  After  firing  a  few  rounds  the  enemy's  line  gave  way 
in  the  centre.  His  right  wing  (the  Texas  rangers  and  some  Alabama  troops)  was  forced  to 
take  the  back  track  to  our  lef^  while  General  Forrest,  with  his  left  wing,  scampered  off  in 
the  direction  of  Murfreesboro*.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Jarvis  forward  on  the  main  road,  with 
one  section  of  artillenr,  to  fire  on  General  Forrest's  detachment,  and  gave  instructions  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Gorman,  commanding  seventeenth  Indiana,  to  support  him  with  his 
ferment.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Voris,  with  the  other  section,  supported  by  the 
fifty  eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  Buell  commanding,  to  follow  up  and  to  fire  on  the  Texas 
'angers,  leaving  the  twenty-sixth  Ohio  to  occupy  tne  centre. 

In  a  very  short  time  the  enemy  were  entirely  dispersed  in  every  direction — so  much  so 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  I  could  determme  on  which  road  it  would  be  most  profitable 
to  pursue  him.  I  immediately  concluded  to  follow  him  on  the  Murfreesboro'  road;  but  it 
Wl  grown  so  dark  that  I  was  enabled  to  pursue  him  but  about  two  miles,  when  I  was  forced 
to  abandon  the  chase  in  consequence  of  the  men  and  animals  suffering  for  water.  I  returned 
^  camp  the  same  night,  arriving  about  11  o'clock. 

The  ground  over  which  we  fought  presented  every  indication  of  the  utmost  confusion  and 
ponstemation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  the  woods  and  roads  being  strewn  with  arms,  wear- 
^g  apparel,  &c.,  ^c.  Accompanying  this  I  have  the  honor  to  present  a  list  of  the  property 
^at  tell  into  our  hands. 

The  actual  loss  of  the  enemy  I  had  no  means  of  ascertaining ;  but,  from  the  statements  of 
T 2 
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c!tiz«Ds  snbseqnentlj  receiyed,  and  from  his  own  admissions,  liis  loss  mnst  have  been  fincmi 
eif^hteen  to  twenty  in  killed  and  wounded. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  inform  yep  that  these  fine  regiments  of  yonr  diTision  nerer  came 
into  liue  in  better  order  at  their  battalion  drills  than  they  did  upon  this  occasion. 

The  artillery  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Estep  was  well  handled,  quickly  got  into  position, 
fired  rapidly,  and  with  precihion. 

The  command  of  that  portion  of  the  brigade  that  accompanied  the  expedition  devolved 
upon  me  in  consequence  of  the  severe  illness  of  Brigadier  General  Hascall  who  was  at  the 
time  confined  to  his  room.  ^  It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  3d  Kentucky  regiment  did  not  par- 
tidpate  in  consequence  of  just  having  returned  from  a  severe  march  of  two  days'  duration, 
thus  entirely  incapacitating  them  for  further  immediate  service. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  in  praise  of  the  members  of  the  general  staff;  Captain  Ed.  R. 
Kerstetter,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Lieutenants  James  K.  Hame,  Jules  J.  Montagnier, 
and  Charles  H.  Bruce,  aides-de-camp,  were  active  in  conveying  my  commands  to  every  part 
of  the  field.     I  would  respectfully  commend  them  to  your  favorable  notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  

E.  P.  FYFFE, 
CoL  26th  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commandimg. 

Captain  William  H.  Schlater, 

^'t  Adfl  Gen%  6th  Division,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

A  trae  copy :  8.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-camp, 


Headquarters  First  Dtvision  Army  of  the  Oino, 

MelifinnvUlef  Tennessee,  August  31,  1862. 
OEyERAL  BUELL,  Deckerd : 

Thursday  Forrest  was  whipped  by  Colonel  Gross,  near  Woodbury.  Friday  he  attacked  the 
stockade  on  the  McMinnville  railroad,  eight  miles  from  here,  and  was  whipped  again,  and 
returned  up  Hickory  creek ;  started  yesterday  for  Bra'gg's  camp,  by  Altamont ;  wa8  met  by 
McCook'*s  advance,  and  again  whipped.  He  then  returned  toward  Woodbury,  but  was 
pursued  by  one  of  Wood's  regiments,  overtaken  and  attacked  at  the  crossing  of  the  road 
iirom  Manchester  to  Smithville,  and  the  road  from  here  to  Murfreesboro',  and  again  badly 
whipped  and  dispersed. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

A  true  copy^  8.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-'Ckanp. 


Deckerd,  Amgusi  30,  1862. 

Major  General  TnoMAS,  McMinnville : 

General  orders, — The  following  movements  of  troops  are  ordered,  viz. : 

First.  The  wagon  trains  and  artillery  under  escort  of  the  Jst  brigade.  Colonel  Walker, 
commanding,  to  move  as  follows,  to  wit:  To  Tullahoma  on  the  31st  instant;  to  Keat's  on 
the  Ist,  and  thence  to  within  five  miles  of  Nashville  on  the  2d :  on  the  3d,  on  the  Nashville 
pike,  thence  to  halt  and  encamp.  The  commanding  ofiicer  will  report  to  General  Roussean 
in  person  in  Nashville  for  further  orders. 

Second.  The  fifth  division  (Crittenden's)  will  march  to  Manchester,  and  there  draw  eighteen 
thousand  rations  on  the  31st;  to  Hoover's  Gap  on  the  1st  of  September;  to  a  point  within 
five  miles  of  Murfreesboro'  on  the  2d ;  to  Murfreesboro*  on  the  3d ;  a  brigade  will  be  pushed 
forward  by  forced  marches  to-night,  so  as  to  reach  Hoover's  Gap  early  to-morrow.  It  must 
he  held  until  occupied  in  succession  by  bri^^des  of  the  rear  divisions,  each  of  which  will  posh 
forward  a  brigade  for  that  purpose  on  arriving  at  Manchester. 

Third.  The  first  division  (Schoepfs)  to  march  to  Hillsboro'  on  the  31  st,  to  within  eight 
miles  of  Beech  Grove ;  on  the  1st,  drawing  fifteen  thousand  rations  in  passing  Manchester, 
to  a  point  within  fourteen  miles  of  Murfreesboro'  on  the  2d ;  to  Murfreesboro'  on  the  3d.  This 
division  (first)  will  draw  fifteen  thousand  rations  at  Manchester  in  passing. 

Fourth.  The  second  division  (McCook's)  to  march  from  its  present  position  to  Pelham  on 
the  1st,  unless  he  has  marched  to  Hickory  creek,  in  which  case  he  will  continue  on  that  road 
to  Manchester  on  the  2d,  whither  he  goes  bv  Pelham  or  Hickory  creek  to  Hoover's  Gap  on 
the  3d,  and  to  a  point  within  ten  miles  of  Murfreesboro'  on  the  4th,  and  to  Murfreesboro'  on 
the  5th.  This  division  to  take  up  what  rations  remained  at  Manchester,  about  twenty-seven 
thousand  rations. 

Fifth.  The  fourth  and  sixth  division  under  General  Thomas,  to  march  bis  divisions  to 
Claremont  on  the  3d,  and  Readyville  on  the  4th,  and  to  Murfreesboro'  on  the  5th. 

Sixth.  The  thirteenth  Michigan,  Simon's  battery,  and  three  companies  of  engineeira  and 
mechanics  At  Stevenson,  to  march  to  Fautallon  on  the  3 Ist ;  to  Elk  nver  on  the  lat ;  to  Dock 
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riTer  on  the  2d ;  to  War  Trace  on  tho  3d ;  to  Cfhristiana  on  the  4tli ;  to  Mnrfreesboro'  on  the 
5tb.  The  thirtj-seyenth  Indiana,  now  on  the  line  between  Steyenson  and  Deckerd,  and  that 
Dart  of  the  twentj-fonrth  Illinois  and  ninth  Michigan,  on  the  line  between  Deckerd  and 
Mnrfreesboro',  will  be  relieved  by  Brigadier  General  Smith,  who  is  assigned  to  the  command 
of  tho  troops  named  in  this  paragraph  and  to  the  dntj  of  relieving  all  the  bridge  guards  on 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  at  Deckerd,  and  march  tho  whole  command  as  above  directed, 
reaching  Mnrfreesboro'  on  the  5th.  A  train  of  fifty  wagons  will  accompany  this  command  to 
convey  the  sick. 

Seventh.  The  eighteenth  Ohio  and  other  troops  between  Manchester  and  McMinnville  will 
be  concentrated  at  Manchester  on  the  Ist  by  Colonel  Stanley,  and  will  march  firom  that  point 
with  tho  second  division,  (McCook's.) 

These  orders  must  be  strictly  and  rigidly  complied  with,  and  the  marches  made  in  good 
order,  and  without  straggling  or  confusion.  Commanders  will  be  held  responsible  for  thia. 
In  case,  however,  the  enemy  should  not  press  upon  Altamont  and  McMinnville,  the  troops  at 
that  point  will  delay  as  long  as  they  can  do  so  and  still  have  a  day's  march  between  the 
enemy's  advanced  guards,  u  indeed  the  enemy  should  follow  at  all.  The  different  columm 
on  the  same  route  will  communicate  with  each  other  daily,  and  report  if  any  movements  of  the 
enemy  or  other  controlling  obstacles  should  unavoidably  interpose  with  the  order  of  march- 
ing. But  it  is  expected  that  everything  that  energy  and  fortitude  can  accomplish  will  be 
done  to  overcome  and  accomplish  such  difficulties ;  strong  pioneer  parties  will  be  mnt  with 
the  advance  guard  and  invariably  elear  the  road  of  obstacles,  and  they  will  be  thrown  fof- 
ward  as  far  as  the  cavalry  advance  as  safety  wilJ  permit,  to  prevent  the  road  £rom  being  ob- 
stmcted  by  the  enemy. 

D.  C.  BUEIJU 

A  true  copy :  S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Breott  Major  and  Aide-de-Campk 

Headquarters,  Amgmt  31, 18G3. 
General  Thomas  x 

The  general  purpose  of  my  order  is  to  concentrate  at  Mnrfreesboro'.  The  rearmost  detacb- 
roentfl  cannot  ^t  up  in  these  until  the  5th  instant.  Your  movements  should  be  to  Clar- 
mont  on  the  3d,  ana  to  Ready ville  on  the  4th,  and  to  Mnrfreesboro'  on  the  5th,  and  it  is  of 
eonrse  highly  important  that  you  should  conform  to  the  movements  of  other  columns ;  but 
it  M  also  important  that  you  should  not  risk  a  battle.  You  should,  if  possible,  keep  a  day's 
march  between  you  and  the  enemy.  It  will  not  answer  to  trust  detacnments.  All  must  be 
left  to  your  j  udgmenU 

BUELK 

A  true  oopji  S.  C.  EElSLOGG, 

Breptt  Major  and  Aid&^'Camf, 


Deckerb,  August  31,  1862. 
General  Nelson: 

General  Van's  scouts  have  just  reached  here,  and  report  the  enemy  crossing  the  mountaixB 
on  the  Thurman  and  Tracy  Hill  road,  and  that  their  destination,  from  what  they  said,  was 
Nashville.  They  seem  to  be  in  two  columns,  and  are  said  to  be  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
strong.  Fifteen  hundred  infantry  had  crossed  the  mountains  on  yesterday  at  2  o'clock.  He 
says  he  conversed  with  a  captain  who  gave  him  this  information.  One  regiment  of  cavalry 
was  without  rations  entirely,  and  all  men  very  scarce  of  provisions  and  scattered  through  the 
ooantry  two  miles  in  every  direction  getting  food  as  best  they  could.  Their  motto— Nasb- 
-ville  or  hell. 


A  true  copii»: 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brtvei  Major  and  Aide^d^'Camp 


Hdbbard's  Cote,  August  31, 186S2. 
General  Thomas  : 

I  was  compelled  to  fall  back  fh)m  Altamont  on  account  of  scarcity  of  water  and  forage.  I 
will  camp  to-day  as  near  the  junction  of  the  Habbard's  cross-roads  and  the  McMinnville  rood 
as  possible.  I  made  a  reoonnoissance  this  morning  about  four  miles  south  of  Altamont,  and 
found  the  enemy's  cavalry  about  two  hundred  strong;  no  infantry  or  artillery  in  sight;  do 
not  believe  they  are  in  force  on  the  Thurman  road.  Forrest's  cavalry  met  my  advance  to- 
day, tied  before  them,  and  has  passed  up  McMinnville  road  towards  Beersheba,  on  CoUler 
river.    I  sent  a  despatch  to  you  yesterday  by  a  negro ;  did  you  get  it  7 

MCCOUlVa 

A  tmeeopy: 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Bfsvst  Mt^mr  mud  Aid^-d^C^mi^ 
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TULLAHOBCA,  Augutt  31,  1862. 
General  Thomas  : 

I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  infonnation  we  get  in  regard  to  the  Btrength  and  more- 
ment8  of  the  enemy.  Have  you  arrived  at  any  conclusion  about  it  7  Answer  at  once.  I 
once  thought  our  information  tolerably  definite  as  to  his  force,  but  he  seems  to  have  vanished. 
I  hear  of  nothing  now  but  small  cavalry  guards. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 
A  true  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide^'Camp, 


HSADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION  ARMT  OF  THE  OhIO, 

McMinnmUe,  Temn.,  Augitet  31,  1862. 
Major  General  Buell,  Tidlahoma : 

Despatch  received.  All  that  I  know  of  the  enemy's  forces  number  about  ^ve  hundred  on 
the  Chattanooga  road,  about  the  same  number  near  Sparta,  a  small  force  near  Pikesville,  and 
Forrest's  cavalry,  said  to  number  about  fifteen  hundred  strong.  The  general  impreasion  i5 
that  the  enemy  is  advancing,  but  I  have  yet  to  see  the  person  who  has  seen  any  of  the  Chat- 
tanooga Ibrces  proper. 

GEOBGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  Otneral  U.  S,  Volunteers, 
A  true  copy: 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Bretet  Major  and  Aide^de^Camp. 

TULLABOMA,  September  1,  1862. 
General  Tbobias  : 

Do  any  circumstances  present  themselves  which  would  make  a  change  in  our  movements 
advisable  ?    Answer  quickly ;  I  will  be  here  a  few  minutes. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 
A  true  copy : 

8.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aiderde'Camp, 


Headquarters  First  Division  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

McMinnviUe,  September  1,  18G2. 
General  Buell,  Tidlahoma : 

My  last  despatch  last  night  gives  all  the  information  I  can  obtain.  I  think  as  the  move* 
ment  has  commenced,  that  it  hi^  better  be  executed. 

GEOBGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General  U.  S.  FolmUeerv. 
A  true  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide^-Camp, 

Headquarters  First  Division  Army  of  the  Omo, 

McMinnville^  September  1, 1862. 
General  Buell  Mutfreesboro* : 

Smith  has  returned  from  Dunlap.  He  saw  four  regiments  of  infantry  and  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  l2-pounder8,  march  up  the  Sequatchie  valley  towards  Pikesville  Saturday  afternoon, 
Uiree  reeiments  of  cavalry  and  two  small  pieces  of  artillery  having  previously  marched  for 
Fikesville.  He  was  told  that  this  was  the  advance  of  a  force  of  forty-five  thousand  which 
was  to  march  on  this  place  by  the  Dunlap  and  Thurman  roads;  also  bv  Spencer  and  Sparta. 
He  was  also  told  that  they  were  on  their  way  to  Kentucky.  From  what  he  could  see  these 
troops  were  not  well  provided  with  provisions.  Their  arms  seemed  to  be  good,  but  many  had 
shot  guns.  They  appeared  to  be  in  low  spirits.  Cheatam  was  in  command.  Hardee  was 
there ;  his  troops  were  expected  the  next  day.  Smith  heard  drums  beating  below  Dunlap 
Sunday  mommg  before  he  left  home,  but  did  not  see  any  troops.  He  met  the  same  cavahy 
force  on  the  mountain  which  has  so  often  been  reported  to  you.  He  was  informed  that  Bragg 
had  two  steamers  and  one  horse-boat  at  Chattanooga  constantly  engaged  in  crossing  troops, 
and  that  they  would  bring  with  them  fifty  pieces  of  artillery. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  Qeneral  U.  8.  VeUaHteeru 
A  true  oopy : 

8.  0.  KELLOGG, 
BrtMl  Me^  OMd  Aidt^de^Cmmp, 
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Headquarters  First  Division  Armt  op  the  OTmo. 

MeMinnville,  Tenn,,  September  2,  18G9L 
General  BuELL,  Mmrfruiboro^  .* 

I  will  gtart  to-moTTOw.  I  have  heard  a^in  that  the  enemy  intends  advancing  on  this  place 
by  the  Thnrman,  Dunlap,  and  Sparta  roads.  By  concentrating  at  Murfreesboro'  we  shall  be 
within  striking  distance  of  this  place.  By  convenient  roads  our  main  force  can  be  thrown 
upon  the  enemy  between  this  and  Deckerd  or  Hillsboro',  overcome  him  and  drive  him  towards 
Sparta,  his  longest  line  of  retreat.  A  larger  force  of  cavalry  and  light  infantry  can  be  pushed 
across  the  mountain  to  Dunlap,  by  the  Dunlap  and  Thurman  road,  attack  him  in  rear  and 
completely  route  his  whole  force.  I  have  studied  the  roads,  and  am  now  convinced  that  thia 
is  our  best  plan  of  attack. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General  U,  8,  Vtdunteert, 
A  tme  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-^e-Camj^ 


Headquarters  First  Division  Armt  of  the  Ohio, 

Camp  ReedervUU,  September  4,  1863: 
Colonel  Fry,  Ckitf  of  Staff,  Nashville : 

General  Buell's  order  of  this  date,  to  march  direct  to  Nashville,  has  been  received,  and  will 
be  complied  with  as  soon  as  poBsibleL 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General  U.  S,  yolunteen, 
A  tme  copy: 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-d^Camp. 

September  3. — ^Evacuated  McMinnville  in  obedience  to  department  orders  of 
September  1,  bringing  away  all  government  property,  and  reached  Mnrfrees- 
boro'  September  5  with  the  troops,  then  proceeded  in  person  to  Nashville  by 
rail  the  same  day  in  obedience  to  orders,  relinquishing  command  of  the  troops 
which  formed  the  garrison  of  McMinnviUe  and  resaming  command  of  the  firat 
division. 

September  7. — Assigned  to  command  of  Nashville  by  Special  Orders  No. 
154,  headquarters  department  of  the  Ohio.  Garrison  composed  of  my  own* 
Negley's,  and  Palmer's  divisions,  and  a  large  number  of  convalescents. 

Note. — ^The  enemv*s  main  army  had  effected  a  crossing  of  the  Cumberland  river  at  Car- 
thage and  above,  and  was  invading  Kentucky  by  way  of  Scottsboro*  and  GlasTOW,  striking 
for  Louisville.  Breckinridge,  with  a  lar^  force  of  infantry,  cavaliy,  and  artillery,  was  ]e& 
behind  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  garrison  of  Nashville  and  to  invest  the  place. 

September  11, 1862—11  p.  m. 
General  Thomas,  Nashville : 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  Mitchell  to-night  to  march  to-morrow  to  Tjree  springs,  and  to 
Mitchellville  next  day,  and  thence  to  Bowling  Green,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  Send  him 
at  once  an  order  to  this  effect,  to  provide  against  the  accident  of  my  note  not  reaching  him. 
If  he  should  not  be  required  he  will  be  sent  back  with  a  train  of  supplies.  You  will  under- 
stand from  the  movements  of  the  enemy  that  a  battle  is  possible  near  Mitchellville,  or  Frank- 
lin, or  in  the  vicinity  of  Bowling  Green,  and  you  must  oe  in  readiness  and  act  according  to 
circumstances. 

PBX. 

A  true  copy:  

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-^e-Camp^ 


MlTCiiELLVILLE,  September  12,  186^—8  p.  m. 
Major  General  Thomas,  NashviCle  t 

Mitcheirs  division  is  ordered  to  return  and  report  to  you,  and  to  get  within  ^v^  miles  df 
Nashville  to-morrow.  The  railroad  was  torn  up  to-day  between  Franklin  and  Bowling 
Green,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  send  a  wagon  train  to  you  without  bringing  Mitchell  up  to 

I 
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escort  it,  and  that  might  endanger  him.     So  yon  mast  depend  upon  yonrself  for  the  supplies 
for  the  present.    Forrest  with  ma  cavaLry  is  near  here,  moving  to  the  north.  All  well  liere. 

FRY. 
Atmecopy : 

a  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

SEPTEMBEa  13,  1862. 

Hajor  General  Thomas,  NashviUe  : 

General  Mitchell  is  ordered  to  proceed  on  to  Bowling  Green,  and  will  not  return  to  you. 
The  indications  are  too  strong  that  the  enemy  will  move  the  greater  part  of  his  force  into 
Kentucky  to  try  and  save  the  troops  he  now  has  there ;  that  this  order  is  deemed  best. 

FRY. 
A  true  copy  r 

8.  C.  KELLOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide^-Camp. 

8ept£BIBER  13,  1862-^  p.  m. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

March  with  your  own  and  Payne^s  division  for  Bowling  Green  on  receipt  of  this  order. 
You  must  reach  Bowling  Green  in  three  days  and  a  half  at  most,  and  will  march  directly  on 
from  there.  You  must  march  bv  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  day  after  to-morrow, 
and  earlier  if  possible.  Leave  the  siege  artillery  and  most  of  the  cavalry  with  Negley.  It 
seems  quite  certain  that  the  whole  of  Bragg*s  army  is  in  or  marching  to  Kentucky,  and  that 
it  will  be  concentrated  at  Glasgow  to-morrow  if  not  sooner.  If,  however,  you  have  positive 
information  that  as  much  as  two  divisions  of  Bragg's  army  are  near  Nashville,  or  not  march- 
ine  to  cross  the  Cumberland,  you  may,  if  you  deem  it  advisable,  leave  Payne's  division  and 
bnng  only  your  own.  Post  Kegley  at  the  defensible  works  and  position,  and  at  the  capitol, 
and  at  the  bridge,  and  direct  him  to  leave  twenty  days'  rations  at  each  point  for  its  garrison. 
He  must  defend  his  position  to  the  last  extremity.  Bring  only  wagons  enough  to  CArry  your 
ammunition  and  four  days'  full  rations,  and  the  cooking  utensils,  not  exceeding  five  loaded 
wagons  to  each  rcc^iment,  exclusive  of  ammunition.  You  may,  however,  act  at  your  own 
discretion,  and  unknown  to  the  troops  bring  fifty  wagons  to  each  division  to  carry  men  who 
give  out  on  the  march.  You  must,  however,  start  with  none  but  able-bodied  men.  Yon 
will  find  the  best  watering  places  at  Tyree  springs,  and  at  a  creek  five  miles  north  of  Mitch- 
ellville,  and  at  Cave  Creek  springs,  three  miles  south  of  Bowling  Green,  and  it  is  expected 
you  will  be  able  to  make  these  marches.  Explain  the  urgency  of  this  matter  to  Governor 
Johnson.  If  Bragg's  army  is  defeated  Nashville  is  safe ;  if  not  it  is  lost.  At  any  rate,  brin^ 
forage  for  your  command  on  the  march  for  three  days. 

FRY. 

A  true  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de^Camp, 

Payne's  division  (commanded  by  Palmer)  was  loft  with  Negley,  and  I  marched  with  my 
awn  division  only,  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  15th,  reaching  Bowling  Green  at  12  m.  on  the  18th. 


H&ADQUABTBRS,  DRIPPING  SPRINGS, 

September  18,  1862. 
General  Thomas  r 

Push  your  division  forward  at  the  earliest  possible  hour.  I  shall  expect  yon  at  Green 
liver  by  dtiy  after  to-morrow  morning ;  bring  the  reserved  artillery  ammunition  with  you ; 
put  your  train  across  the  river  to-night  if  possible,  and  guard  it  well  on  the  march.  Forrest 
IS  said  to  be  about  Brownsville  with  a  large  cavalry  force.  The  garrison  of  Munfordsville 
surrendered  yesterday  morning,  and  I  learn  that  Bragg,  hearing  that  I  was  close  upon  him, 
immediately  threw  his  whole  force  across  the  river.  I  expect  to  be  there  early  to-morrow ; 
bring  no  train,  except  enough  to  carry  reserve  ammunition,  provisions,  and  cooking  utensils, 
and  leave  that,  excepting  ammunition,  at  whatever  point  on  the  road  you  oiay  find  the  other 
trains  picketed.  Tell  Colonel  Bruce  to  be  industrious  in  collecting  supplies ;  to  keep  himself 
and  me  fully  informed  of  the  movements  of  any  enemy  about  him ;  protect  the  supplies  and 
defend  his  post  to  the  last  extremity. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
A  true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aid&-4o-Camp. 
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Headquarters  Frasr  Division  Armt  of  the  Onto, 

September  14,  166'^— 7  a.  m. 
General  Buell  : 

Received  yoar  order  of  Tuesday,  8  o'clock  p.  m.  It  is  certain  a  lar^  force  of  the  enemy  is 
near  Xashvillt',  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  atuck  it;  I  shall,  therefore,  leave  Payne's  division 
here.  Will  march  with  my  division  at  the  time  ordered,  and  reach  Bowling  (jreen  as  soon 
as  possible. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
A  me  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de'Camp, 

September  20. — Joined  the  main  army  at  Prewitt'a  Knob  and  foand  the  enemy 
immediately  in  our  front,  skirmishing  with  Crittenden's  pickets. 

September  21. — In  compliance  with  orders,  was  engaged  in  disposing  Critten- 
den's and  Wood's  divisions  in  order  of  battle,  when  the  pickets  reported  the 
enemy  retiring.  Information  was  immediately  sent  to  headquarters,  and  the 
army,  with  the  exception  of  my  division,  put  in  motion  in  pursuit.  I  was 
ordered  to  remain  one  day  to  give  protection  to  the  convalescents  and  public 
stores,  until  they  could  be  sent  back  to  Bowling  Green.  Having  seen  all  the 
sick  and  the  surplus  stores  safely  to  the  rear,  I  marched  on  the  morning  of  Sep- 
tember 24,  and  reached  Louisville  with  the  division  at  2  p.  m.  on  the  27th  of 
6ept<?mber. 

Septeinher  29. — Heceived  orders  at  the  hands  of  Colonel  IMcKibben,  aide-de- 
camp staff  of  Major  General  Ualleck,  commanding  United  States  army,  assign- 
ing me  to  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio ;  but  declining,  the  order  was 
countermanded. 

September  30. — Waa  announced  as  second  in  command  of  the  army  of  the 
Ohio,  per  Special  Order  No.  159,  headquarters  army  of  the  Ohio.  Continued 
in  this  position  throughout  the  campaign  in  Kentucky ;  commanded  the  right 
wing  of  the  army  during  the  battle  of  Perry ville,  October  8,  1862,  and  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  from  Perryville  to  BarboursviUe. 

October  7—7  p.  m. 

General:  The  3d  corps,  Gilbert's,  is  within  three  and  a  half  miles  of  Perryville,  the 
cavalry  bring  nearer — perhaps  two  and  a  halt  miles.  From  all  the  information  received  to- 
day it  is  thought  the  enemy  will  resist  our  advance  into  Perryville.  They  are  said  to  have  a 
strong  force  in  and  around  the  place.  We  expect  to  attack  and  carry  the  placo  to-morrow. 
March  at  three  o*clock  precisely  to-morrow  morning  without  fail,  and  if  possible  get  all  the 
canteens  tilled,  and  have  the  men  cautioned  to  use  water  m  the  most  sparing  manner.  Every 
officer  must  caution  his  men  on  this  point  8end  back  every  team  and  animal  that  is  not 
absolutely  m^cessary  with  the  troops,  as  they  will  suffer  for  water.  All  the  wagons  that  can 
must  move  iu  rear  of  your  troops. 

The  right  of  Gilbert's  corps  rests  opposite  to  Gordon's  place,  which  is  on  the  Lebanon  pike. 
And  from  '*  Gordon's  "  to  Gilbert's  right  is  about  two  or  two  and  a  quarter  miles.  When  the 
two  cx)rps  get  up  to  that  vicinity — that  is  to  say,  three  or  three  and  a  half  miles  from  town — let 
tlie  front  l>e  halted  and  put  iu  order  of  battle,  and  the  whole  column  closed  up,  and  the  men 
allowed  to  rest  iu  position,  and  made  as  comfortable  as  possible,  but  not  allowed  to  scatter. 
The  commander  or  the  corps  must  then  immediately  have  the  front  reconnoitred,  and  gain 
all  the  information  ho  can  of  the  positicm  of  the  enemy,  and  his  strength,  and  also  otthe 
nature  of  the  country  in  his  front.  This  must  be  done  by  inquiry  of  tho  inhabitants,  and 
personal  examination  of  officers  and  by  tho  reconnoissance. 

When  the  column  has  got  into  position  you  will  please  report  in  person  at  these  headquar- 
ters with  all  i\\i)  infonnation  you  may  have  been  able  to  obtain,  and  instructions  for  further 
movements  will  be  given.  8end  orderlies  back  with  bearer  to  learn  where  our  head-  * 
quarters  are.  All  the  usual  precautious  must  be  taken  and  ])re^arations  made  for  action. 
There  is  no  water  near  us,  and  we  can  expect  but  little  if  any  until  wo  get  it  at  Perryville. 
Nothing  has  ])een  heard  of  you  since  we  parted  this  morning. 
Kespeclfully,  &c., 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

General  TnoMAS,  Second  in  Command, 

A  true  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brtcet  Major  and  Aidc-de-CaTK^^ 
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At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  October  the  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Ed.  McCook,  in  advance  of  the  rigrht  wing,  had  reached  the 
point  indicated  in  the  foregoing  communication— on  the  Lebanon  and  Penryville 
road.  Upon  his  arrival,  Colonel  McCook  sent  me  a  message  that  he  had 
encountered  the  enemy's  pickets  and  had  driven  them  a  mile  beyond  in  the 
direction  of  Perry  ville.  I  immediately  rode  to  the  front  and  gave  directions  for 
the  formation  of  Crittenden's  corps,  sending  my  aid,  Captain  0.  A.  Mack,  fourth 
United  States  artillery,  to  General  Buell,  reporting  my  position  and  requesting 
him  to  send  orders  by  Captain  Mack,  the  enemy  being  reported  immediately  in 
my  front,  for  which  reason  I  did  not  like  to  leave  my  troops.  About  4  p.  m. 
Captain  Mack  returned  with  verbal  orders  from  General  Buell  to  hold  one  divi- 
sion in  readiness  to  re-enforce  the  centre  if  necessary,  and  also  to  reconnoitre  my 
front  to  see  if  the  enemy  had  re-enforced  his  left  or  was  withdrawing,  which  in- 
formation was  to  be  reported  to  him  immediately.  Notwithstanding  my  recon- 
noissance  developed  the  enemy  still  in  my  front,  I  had  no  orders  to  advance 
After  sundown  I  received  the  following  communication: 

OcTOBEat  8—6.30  p.  m. 

General  :  The  Ist  corps,  McCook's,  on  onr  left,  has  been  very  heavily  engaged.  The 
left  and  centre  of  this  corps  gained  ground,  but  the  right  yielded  a  little.  Press  your^  lines 
forward  as  far  as  possible  to-night  and  get  in  position  to  make  a  vifforons  attack  in  the 
morning  at  daylight.  If  you  have  got  your  troops  into  a  position  which  you  deem  advanta- 
geous it  will  not  be  advisable  to  make  a  change  for  the  purpose  of  complying  w^ith  the  generars 
instructions  for  you,  sent  by  Captain  Mack.  It  may  be  as  well  to  have  the  division  ordered 
to  the  centre  and  let  it  wait  where  it  is  for  further  orders.  The  general  desires  to  see  you  in 
person  as  soon  to-night  as  your  duties  will  permit  you  to  come  over. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  J.  B.  FRY, 

Cotonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

General  Thomas,  Second  in  commamd* 

A  true  copy:  8.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-camp. 

Having  made  my  dispositions  of  the  troops,  I  immediately  started  for  General 
Buell's  headquarters,  on  the  Springfield  and  Perryville  road,  reaching  there 
about  8.30  p.  m.  Soon  afterwards  General  McCook  and  Gilbert  arrived  and 
reported  the  result  of  their  day's  operations,  when  I  received  instructions  from 
General  Buell  to  return  to  my  command  and  make  preparations  to  advance  on 
Perryville  at  daylight  on  the  9th,  keeping  up  connexion  with  the  centre  aa  I 
advanced.  The  town  was  found  evacuated,  and  the  enemy  was  pursued  through 
Harrodsburg,  Danville,  Stanford,  Crab  Orchard,  and  Mount  Vernon,  to  Rock 
Castle  river,  at  which  point  further  pursuit  by  the  main  body  was  abandoned. 
One  division  (Smith's)  from  Crittenden's  corps  was  pushed  forward  to  Wild  Cat, 
Pittman's  Crossroads,  and  London,  and  then  returned  to  Columbia,  via  Somerset. 
The  main  army  was  f  ut  in  motion  for  Nashville,  via  Lebanon,  Campbellsville, 
Greensburg,  Glasgow,  and  Bowling  Green.  General  Buell  then  left  the  direction 
of  the  army  to  me,  and  went  to  Louisville,  from  where  he  issued  the  following 
order,  viz: 

[By  telegraph  from  Louisville,  October  26.] 
To  General  Thomas  : 

Crittenden^s  corps  will  proceed  to  Glasgow  as  fast  as  it  reaches  Columhia.  If  its  baggage 
should  not  have  arrived  it  will  follow.     It  must  be  at  Glasgow  entire. by  the  3Jst 

Put  McCook's  division  in  motion  bv  the  way  of  Somerville,  Horse-well,  and  Bowling 
Green.     It  must  reach  Bowling  Green  by  the  31  st.     Rations  will  meet  it  at  Bellas. 

Crittenden's  division  will  draw  rations  from  Cave  City  or  Mumfordsville. 

Direct  the  Ist  and  3d  divisions,  Schoepfs  and  Rousseau's,  to  march  for  Bowling  Green,  by 
Campbellsville,  Greenburg,  and  Glasgow ;  they  must  reach  Bowling  Green  by  the  1st  proximo, 
and  Glasgow  by  the  29th ;  rations  for  them  wull  be  at  Cave  City. 

J.  B.  FRY. 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

True  copy :  8.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aid€^e-Caw^. 
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"WTiilst  the  above  movements  were  being  carried  into  execution  tlie  cavalry 
was  left  at  Lebanon,  bj  direction  of  General  Buell,  to  refit  and  prepare  to  re- 
sume active  operations  against  the  enemy  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable  after 
the  concentration  of  the  main  army  at  Bowling  Green  and  Glasgow  should  have 
been  effected. 

October  30,  1862. — General  Buell  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  army  of 
the  Ohio  by  Major  General  W.  S.  Rosecrans,  and  the  designation  of  that  army 
changed  to  that  of  the  Cumberland,  and  known  as  the  14th  army  corps,  per 
General  Orders  No.  — ,  War  Department,  October  24,  1862. 

November  7,  1862. — General  Orders  No.  8,  headquarters  14th  army  coips, 
department  of  the  Cumberland,  reads  as  follows : 

I.  Major  General  Gteorge  H.  Thomas  Ib  assi^ed  to  the  command  of  the  centre  of  this 
army,  consisting  of  the  divisions  of  Rousseau,  Nogley,  Dumont,  Fry,  and  Palmer.  The 
divisions  of  GeneraU  Neglej  and  Palmer  will  be  for  the  present  regarded  as  temporarily 
detached. 

II.  Major  Greneral  McCook  will  command  the  right  wing.  Major  (General  Crittenden  the 
left.    Their  commands  will  be  designated. 


Bj  command  of  Mtyor  General  Rosecrans  i 
True  copy: 


ARTHUR  C.  DUCAT, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Cam^, 


The  same  day  I  received  the  following  instructions  from  General  Rosecrana» 
viz: 

Headquarters  J 4th  Army  Corps,  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Bowling  Green  f  Kentucky,  November  7,  1862. 
General:  Ton  have  this  day  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  centre  of  the  14th 
army  corps,  comprising  the  divisions  of  Dumont,  Fry,  and  the  two  divisions  at  Nashville. 
These  latter  will  remain  there  for  the  present.  RiBlieve  Smithes  division  of  the  right  wing  al 
Glasgow  and  Scottsville.  With  your  other  two  divisions  occupy  Gallatin  and  cover  the  rail- 
road. By  all  means  push  forward  by  every  means  in  your  power  the  completion  of  the 
railroad  and  the  forwarding  of  supplies.  The  prompt  occupation  of  these  points  and  of 
Tyree  springs  is  highly  desirable.  General  Granger  will  for  the  present  occupy  Bowling 
Green  with  bis  brigfMe. 

Giebert  is  moving  to  occupy  Jamestown  with  a  brigade.  Colonel  Bruce  will  be  sent  to 
elear  out  southwest  Kentucky.  You  will  establish  your  headquarters  at  any  point  you  maj 
think  best  on  the  telegraphic  communication,  which  open  through  as  fast  as  possible. 

W.  8.  R0SECRAN8, 
Major  General  United  State*  VolunteerP;, 
Bf^or  General  George  H.  Thomas. 

I  moved  my  headquarters  to  Gallatin,  where  I  remained  until  December  22, 
"wrhen  I  went  to  Nashville  to  concentrate  my  command  for  au  advance  on  the 
enemy's  position  at  Mnrfreesboro'. 

December  26,  1862. — The  whole  army  advanced  from  Nashville,  my  com- 
mand taking  position  between  Brentwood  and  Nolans ville. 

For  a  full  account  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  movement  against 
the  enemy  at  Murfreesboro'  and  the  five  days*  battle  at  Stone  river,  which  re- 
sulted therefrom,  I  respectfully  refer  to  a  report  of  the  same  made  by  me  Jan- 
nary  15,  1863,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  and  also  to  copies  of  the  reports 
of  Major  Grenerals  Rousseau  and  Negley  and  of  Colonel  M.  fi.  Walker,  com- 
manding first  brigade.  Fry's  division. 

Headquarters  Centre  14th  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Murfreesboro\  January  15,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  major  general  commanding  the  department  of 

tbe  Cnml)erlaDd  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  that  part  of  my  command  whidi 

iwas  en^a^ed  in  the  battle  of  Stone  river,  in  front  of  Mnrfreesboro*.    It  is  proper  to  state 

here  that  two  brigades  of  Fiy*s  division  and  Reynolds's  entire  division  were  detained  oatr 
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Gallatin  and  along  the  Loaisville  and  Nashville  railroad  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
rebel  leader  Morgan,  who  had  been  for  a  long  time  on  the  watch  for  an  opportunit  j  to  destroy 
the  railroad. 

Kouflseau*s,  Negley's,  and  Mitcheirs  divisions  and  "Walker's  brigade  of  Fry's  division  were 
concentrated  at  Nashville,  but  Mitchell's  division  being  required  to  garrison  Nashville,  my 
only  available  force  was  Rousseau's  and  Negley's  divisions  and  Walker's  brigade  of  Fry's 
division,  about  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  (13,395)  effective  men. 

December  26. — Negley's  division,  followed  by  Rousseau's  division  and  Walker's  brigade, 
marched  by  the  Franklin  pike  to  Brentwood,  at  that  point  taking  the  Wilson  pike.  Negley 
and  Rousseau  were  to  have  encamped  for  the  night  at  Owens's  store.  On  reacning  the  latter 
place,  Negley  hearing  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Nolansville,  left  his  train  with  a  guard 
to  follow,  and  pushed  forward  with  his  troops  to  the  support  of  Brigadier  Greneral  J.  C. 
Davis's  command,  the  advance  division  of  McCook's  corps,  Davis  having  become  hotly 
engaged  with  the  enemy  posted  in  Nolansville  and  in  the  pass  through  the  hills  south  of  that 
village.  Rousseau  encamped  with  his  division  at  Owens's  store,  Walker  with  brigade  at 
Brentwood.  During  the  ni^ht  a  very  heavy  rain  fell,  making  the  cross-roads  almost  im- 
passable, and  it  was  not  until  the  night  of  the  27th  that  Rousseau  reached  Nolansville  with 
nis  troops  and  train-  Negley  remained  at  Nolansville  until  10  a.  m.  on  the  27th,  when,  hav- 
ing brought  his  train  across  from  Wilson  pike,  he  moved  to  the  east  over  an  exceeding  rough 
by-road  to  the  right  of  Crittenden,  at  Stewartsboro',  on  the  Murfreesboro'  pike.  Walker,  by 
my  orders,  retraced  his  steps  from  Brentwood,  and  crossed  over  to  the  Nolansville  pike. 

December  28. — Negley  remained  in  camp  at  Stewartsboro',  bringing  his  train  from  the 
rear.  Rousseau  reacned  Stewartsboro'  on  the  night  of  the  2dth ;  his  train  arrived  early  next 
day. 

December  29. — Negley's  division  crossed  Stewart's  creek  two  miles  southwest,  and  above 
the  turnpike  bridge,  and  marched  in  support  of  the  head  and  right  flank  of  Crittenden's 
corps,  which  moved  by  the  Murfreesboro'  pike  to  a  point  within  two  miles  of  Murfreesboro'. 
The  enemy  fell  back  before  our  advance,  contesting  the  gxound  obstinately  with  their  cav- 
alry rear  guard.  Rousseau  remained  in  camp  at  Stewartsboro',  detkching  Starkweather's 
brigade  with  a  section  of  artillery  to  the  Jefferson  pike,  crossing  Stone  river,  to  observe  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Walker  reached  Stewartsboro'  from  the  Nolans- 
yille  pike  about  dark. 

December  30. — A  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy,  something  over  four  hundred  strong-,  with 
two  piecA3S  of  artillery,  attacked  Starkweather  about  9  a.  m.,  but  were  soon  driven  off.  The 
enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  Crittenden's  advance,  doing  but  little  execution,  however. 
About  7  a.  m.  during  the  morning  Negley's  division  was  obliqued  to  the  right,  and  took  up 
a  position  on  the  right  of  Palmer  s  division  of  Crittenden's  corps,  and  was  then  advanced 
through  a  dense  cedar  thicket,  several  hundred  yards  in  width,  to  the  Wilkinson  cross-road, 
driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  steadily  and  with  considerable  loss — our  loss  compara- 
tively small.  About  noon  Sheridan's  division  of  McCook's  corps  approached  by  the  Wil- 
kin's cross-road,  joined  Negley's  right,  McCook's  two  other  divisions  coming  up  on  Sheridan's 
right,  thus  forming  a  continuous  line — the  left  resting  on  Stone  river,  the  right  stretching 
in  a  westerly  direction,  and  resting  on  high  wooded  ground  a  short  distance  to  the  south  of 
the  Wilkinson  cross-roads,  and,  as  has  since  been  ascertained,  nearly  parallel  with  the  ene- 
my's in  trench  men  ts,  thrown  up  on  the  sloping  land  bordering  the  nortnwest  bank  of  Stone 
river.  Rousseau's  division,  with  tho  exception  of  Starkweather's  brigade,  being  ordered  up 
from  Stewartsboro',  reached  the  position  occupied  by  the  array  about  4 p.  m.,  and  bivouacked 
on  the  Murfreesboro'  pike  in  rear  of  the  centre.  During  the  night  of  the  30th  I  sent  orders 
to  Walker  to  take  up  a  strong  position  near  the  turnpike  bridge  over  Stewart's  creek,  and 
defend  the  position  against  any  attempts  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  destroy  it.  Rousseau  was 
ordered  to  move  by  6  a.  m.  on  the  3l8t  to  position  in  rear  of  Negley.  This  position  placed 
his  division  with  its  left  on  the  Murfreesboro'  pike,  and  its  right  extending  into  the  cedar 
thicket  through  which  Negley  had  marched  on  the  30th.  In  front  of  Negley's  position,  bor- 
dering a  large  open  field  reaching  to  the  Murfreesboro'  pike,  a  heavy  growth  of  timber  ex 
tended  in  a  southerly  direction  towards  the  river.  Across  the  field,  running  in  an  easterly 
direction,  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  rifie-pits  at  intervals  from  the  timber  to  the  river  bank, 
to  the  east  side  of  the  turnpike.  Along  this  line  of  intreuchments,  on  an  eminence  about 
eight  hundred  yards  from  Negley's  position,  and  nearly  in  front  of  his  left,  some  cannon  bad 
been  placed,  affording  the  enemy  great  advantage  in  covering  an  attack  on  our  centre. 
However,  Palmer,  Negley,  and  Sheridan  held  the  position  their  troops  had  so  manfully  won 
the  morning  of  the  30th  against  every  attempt  to  drive  them  back,  and  remained  in  Une  of 
battle  during  the  night. 

^  December's!. — Between  6  and  7  a.  m.  the  enemy,  having  massed  a  heavy  force  on  McCook's 
right  during  the  night  of  the  30th,  attacked  and  drove  it  back,  pushing  his  division  in  pursuit 
in  echelon  and  supporting  distance  until  he  had  gained  sufficient  ground  to  our  rear  to  wheel 
his  masses  to  the  right  and  throw  them  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  centre,  at  the  same 
moment  attacking  Negley  and  Palmer  in  front  i^nth  a  greatly  superior  force.  To  counteract 
this  movement  I  had  ordered  Rousseau  to  place  two  brigades  with  a  battery  to  the  right  and 
rear  of  Sheridan's  division,  facing  towards  the  west,  so  as  to  support  Shendan  should  he  be 
able  to  hold  his  ground,  or  to  cover  him  should  he  be  compelled  to  fall  bock.    About  11 
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o'clock  General  Sheridan  reported  to  me  that  bis  ammunition  was  entirely  ont,  and  he 
'would  be  compelled  to  fall  back  to  gret  more.  As  it  became  necessary  for  General  Sberidaa 
to  fall  back,  the  enemy  pressed  on  still  further  to  our  rear,  and  soon  took  up  a  position  which 
gave  them  a  concentrated  cross-fire  of  musketry  aud  cannon  on  Ne^ley's  and  Rousseau's 
troops  at  short  range.  This  compelled  me  to  fall  back  out  of  the  cedar  woods,  and  take  up 
a  line  along  a  depression  in  the  open  ground  within  good  musket  ran^  of  the  edge  of  the 
-woods,  whilst  the  artillery  was  retired  to  the  high  ground  to  the  right  ot  the  turnpike.  From 
this  last  position  we  were  enabled  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  cover  the  formation  of  our 
troops,  and  secure  the  centre  on  the  high  ground.  In  the  execution  of  this  last  movement 
the  regular  brigade,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Shepherd,  eighteenth  Uniied  States  infantiy, 
came  under  a  most  murderous  fire,  losing  twenty-two  officers  and  five  hundred  and  eight  men 
in  killed  and  wounded,  but  with  the  co-operation  of  Scribner's  and  Beatty's  brigades,  and 
Gueuther*s  and  Loomis*s  batteries,  gallantly  held  its  ground  against  overwhelming  odds. 
The  centre  having  succeeded  in  driving  back  the  enemy  from  its  front,  and  our  artillery 
concentrating  its  fire  on  the  cedar  thicket  on  our  right,  drove  him  back  far  under  cover,  from 
which,  though  attempting  it,  he  could  not  make  any  advance. 

January  1, 1863. — Repeated  attempts  were  mfade  by  the  enemy  to  advance  on  my  position 
during  the  morning,  but  they  were  driven  back  before  emerging  from  the  woods.  Colonel 
Starkweather's  brigade  of  Rousseau's  division,  and  Walker's  brigade  of  Fry's  division,  hav- 
ing re-enforced  us  during  the  night,  took  post  on  the  right  of  Rousseau  and  left  of  Sheridan, 
and  bore  their  share  in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  enemv  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant. 
For  the  details  of  the  most  valuable  service  rendered  by  these  two  brigades  on  the  30th  and 
SIst  December,  lt^2,  and  the  Ist,  2d,  and  3d  January,  1863,  I  refer  you  to  their  reports.  In 
this  connexion  I  also  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Parkhurst,  commanding 
ninth  Michigan  infantry,  (on  provost  duty  at  my  headquarters,)  for  the  details  of  most  valu- 
able service  rendered  by  his  command  on  the  31st  of  December  and  1st  and  2d  of  January. 
Negley's  division  was  ordered  earlv  in  the  day  to  the  support  of  McCook's  right,  and  in 
which  position  it  remained  during  the  night. 

January  2. — About  7  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  a  direct  and  cross-fire  from  his  batteries  in 
our  front,  aud  from  our  position  on  the  east  bank  of  Stone  river  to  our  left  and  front,  at  the 
same  time  making  a  strong  demonstration  with  infantry,  resulting,  however,  in  no  serious 
attack.  Our  artillery — Loomis's,  Guenther's,  Stokes's,  and  another  battery — the  commander's 
name  I  CAunot  now  recall — soon  drove  back  their  infantry.  Negley  was  withdrawn  from  the 
extreme  right,  and  placed  in  reserve  behind  Crittenden's  right.  About  4  p.  m  a  division  of 
Crittenden's  corps,  which  had  crossed  Stone  river  to  reconnoitre,  was  attacked  by  an  over- 
whelming force  of  the  enemy,  and  after  a  gallant  resistance  compelled  to  fall  back.  The 
movements  of  the  enemy  having  been  observed,  and  reported  by  some  of  my  troops  in  the 
centre,  I  sent  orders  to  Negley  to  advance  to  the  support  of  Crittenden's  troops  should  thejr 
want  help.  This  order  was  obeyed  in  most  gallant  style,  and  resulted  in  the  complete  annihi- 
lation of  the  twenty-sixth  Tennessee  rebel  regiment,  and  the  capture  of  their  flags ;  also  in 
the  capture  of  a  battery,  which  the  enemy  had  been  forced  to  abandon  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.     (See  Negley's  report.) 

January  3. — Soon  after  daylight  the  forty-second  Indiana,  on  picket  in  a  clump  of  woods 
about  eight  hundred  yards  in  front  of  our  lines,  was  attacked  by  a  brigade  of  the  enemy, 
evidently  by  superior  numbers,  and  driven  in  with  considerable  loss.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Bhanklin,  commanding  regiment,  was  surrounded  and  taken  prisoner  whilst  gallantly  en- 
deavoring to  draw  off  his  men  from  under  the  fire  of  such  superior  numbers.  From  this 
woods  the  enemy*s  sharpshooters  continued  to  fire  occasionally  during  the  day  on  our  pick- 
ets. About  6  p.  m.  two  regiments  from  Colonel  John  Beatty's  brigade  of  Rousseau's  divi- 
sion, co-operating  with  two  regiments  of  Spear's  brigade  of  Negley's  division,  covered  by  the 
skilful  aud  well-directed  fire  of  Guenther's  fifth  United  States  artillery  aud  Loomis's  first 
Michigan  batteries,  advanced  on  the  woods,  and  drove  the  enemy  not  onlv  from  its  cover, 
but  from  their  iutrenchments  a  short  distance  beyond.  For  the  details  of  this  gallant  night 
attack  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier  General  Spear,  commanding  third  brigade  of  Neg- 
ley's division,  and  Colonel  John  Beatty,  commanding  second  brigade  of  Rousseau's  division. 

The  enemy  having  retreated  during  the  night  of  the  3d,  our  troops  were  occupied  during 
the  morning  of  the  4th  in  burying  the  dead  left  on  the  field.  In  the  afternoon  one  brigade 
of  Negley's  division  was  advanced  to  the  crossing  of  Stone  river  with  a  brigade  of  Rousseau's 
division  in  supporting  distance  in  reserve. 

January  5.— ^My  entire  command,  preceded  by  Stanley's  cavalry,  marched  into  Murfrees- 
boro'  and  took  up  the  position  we  now  hold.  The  enemy's  rear  guard  of  cavalry  was  over- 
taken on  the  Shelby ville  and  Manchester  roads,  about  five  miles  from  Murfreesboro',  and  after 
sharp  skirmishing  for  two  or  three  hours  was  driven  from  our  immediate  front.  The  con- 
duct of  my  conmiand  from  the  time  the  army  left  Nashville  to  its  entry  into  Murfreesboro*  is 
deserving  of  the  highest  praise,  both  for  their  patient  endurance  of  the  fatigues  and  discom- 
forts of  a  five  davs'  battle,  and  for  the  manly  spirit  exhibited  by  them  in  the  various  phases 
In  this  memorable  contest.  I  refer  you  to  the  detailed  reports  of  the  division  and  brigade 
commanders,  forwarded  herewith,  for  special  mention  of  those  officers  and  men  of  their  com- 
mands who^^e  conduct  they  thought  worthy  of  particular  notice. 

All  the  members  of  my  staff,  M^jor  G.  K.  Flynt,  acting  adjutant  general;  Lieutenant  Col« 
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onel  A.  Van  Sliraeder,  geventy-fourtli  Ohio,  acting  inspector  general ;  Captain  O.  A.  Mack, 
thirteenth  United  States  infantry,  acting  chief  of  commissaiy,  and  Captain  A.  J.  Mackay, 
chief  quartermaster,  were  actively  employed  in  carrying  my  orders  to  various  parts  of  my 
command  and  in  the  execution  of  the  appropriate  duties  of  their  offices.  Captain  O.  A.  Mack 
was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  right  nip  and  abdomen,  while  carrying  orders  from  me  to 
Major  General  Rosecrans.  The  officers  of  the  signal  corps,  attached  to  my  headquarters,  did 
excellent  service  in  their  appropriate  sphere,  when  possible,  and  as  aides-de-camp  carrying 
orders.  My  escort,  composed  of  a  select  detail  from  the  first  Ohio  cavalry,  commanded  by 
First  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Barker,  of  the  same  regiment,  have  been  on  duty  with  me  for  nearly 
a  year,  and  deserve  commendation  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  appropriate  duties. 
Private  Guitean  was  killed  by  a  cannon  shot  on  the  morning  of  January  2. 

Surgeon  G.  D.  Beebe,  medical  director,  deserves  special  mention  for  his  efficient  arrange- 
ments for  moving  the  wounded  from  the  field,  and  giving  them  immediate  attention. 

Annexed  hereto  is  a  consolidated  return  of  the  casualties  of  my  command.  The  detttOs 
will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  reports  of  division  and  brigade  conmianders. 

Contolidated  report  of  casualties  of  the  centre,  lith  army  corps,  in  the  five  days*  battle  hrforo 
Muffreesboro\  commencing  December  31,  1862,  and  ending  January  A,  1863. 
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Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U,  S,  Vols,,  Commanding, 
Major  O.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
Troe  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de'Camp, 


Nashtillb,  Tennessee,  January  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  command,  the  third  division  of  the 
army,  in  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro*,  began  on  the  31st  ultimo  and  ended  on  the  3d  instant. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  General  Thomas,  my 
division  moved  forward  toward  Murfreesboro*  from  Stewartsboro*,  on  the  Nashville  and 
Murfreesboro*  pike,  about  nine  miles  from  the  latter  place.  On  the  march  forward  several 
despatches  from  General  Rosecrans  reached  me,  asking  exactly  where  my  command  was 
and  the  hour  and  miuute  in  the  day. 

In  consequence  we  moved  rapidly  forward,  halting  but  once,  and  that  for  only  five  min- 
utes. About  10^  o'clock  a.  m.  we  reached  a  point  three  miles  from  Murfreesboro*,  where 
Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  were,  on  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesboro'  turnpike,  and  r&> 
mained  during  the  day  and  bivouacked  at  night. 

At  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  3l8t,  the  report  of  artillery  and  heavy  firing  of  small- 
arms  on  our  right  announced  that  the  battle  had  begun  by  an  attack  on  the  right  wing,  com- 
manded by  Major  General  McCook.  It  was  not  long  before  the  direction  from  which  the 
firing  came  indicated  that  General  McCook's  command  had  given  way  and  was  yielding 
ground  to  the  enemy.     His  forces  seemed  to  swing  around  toward  our  right  and  rear. 

At  this  time  General  Thomas  ordered  me  to  advance  my  division  quickly  to  the  front  Co 
the  assistance  of  General  McCook.  On  reaching  the  right  of  General  Negley's  line  of  bat- 
tle. General  Thomas  there  directed  me  to  let  my  left  rest  on  his  right  and  to  deploy  my  di- 
vision off  toward  the  right  as  far  as  I  could,  so  as  to  resist  the  pressure  on  General  AfcCook. 
They  consulted  and  agreed  as  to  where  the  line  should  be  formed.  This  was  in  a  denae 
cedar  brake  through  which  my  troops  marched  in  double-quick  time  to  get  into  position  b^ 
Uae  the  enemy  reached  us.    He  was  then  but  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  front,  sweeping  op 
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in  immense  nnmbers,  driying  eTerythinfi^  before  him.  This  ground  was  new  and  unknown 
to  US  all ;  the  woods  were  almost  impassable  to  infantry,  and  artillery  was  perfectly  useless, 
but  the  line  was  promptly  formed.  The  seventeenth  brigade,  Colonel  John  Beatty  com- 
manding, on  the  left ;  the  brigade  of  regulars.  Lieutenant  Colonel  O.  L.  Shepherd  command- 
ing, on  the  right ;  the  ninth  brigade.  Colonel  B.  F.  Scribner  commanding,  was  placed,  per- 
haps, a  hundred  yards  in  rear  and  opposite  the  centre  of  the  front  line  so  as  to  support  either 
or  both  of  the  brigades  in  front,  as  occasion  might  require.  My  recollection  is  that  perhaps 
the  second  Ohio  and  thirty-third  Ohio  regiments  fiUeci  a  gap  between  General  Negley 's  rignt 
and  the  seventeenth  brigade,  occasioned  by  the  effort  to  extend  our  lines  far  enough  to  the 
right  to  afiford  the  desired  aid  to  General  McCook. 

The  twenty-eighth  brigade,  Colonel  John  C.  Starkweather  commanding,  and  Stone's  bat- 
tery of  first  Kentucky  artilleiy,  were  at  Jefferson  Crossing  on  Stone  river,  about  eight  miles 
below. 

Our  lines  were  liardly  formed  before  a  dropping  fire  from  the  enemy  announced  his  ap- 
proach. General  McCook's  troops,  in  a  good  deal  of  confusion,  retired  through  our  lines 
and  around  our  right  under  a  most  terrific  fire.  The  enemy  in  pursuit  furiously  assailed 
oar  front  and  greatly  outflanking  us,  passed  around  to  our  right  and  rear.  By  Greneral 
Thomas's  direction,  I  had  already  ordered  the  artillery,  Loomis  and  Guenther's  batteries  to 
the  open  field  in  the  rear.  Seeing  that  my  command  was  outflanked  on  the  right,  I  selit 
orders  to  the  brigade  commanders  to  retire  at  once  also  to  this  field,  and  riding  back  myself 
I  posted  the  batteries  on  a  ridge  in  the  open  ground  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle,  and  as 
my  men  emerged  from  the  woods  they  were  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  right  and  left  and 
in  support  of  these  batteries,  which  was  promptly  done.  They  had  perhaps  four  or  Sive 
hundred  yards  of  open  ground  in  our  front;  wnile  tlie  batteries  were  unlimbering,  seeing 
General  Van  Cleve  close  by,  I  rode  up  and  asked  him  if  he  would  move  his  command  to  the 
right  and  aid  in  checking  up  the  enemy  by  forming  on  my  right,  and  thus  giving  us  a  more 
extended  line  in  that  direction  in  the  new  position  taken.  £i  the  promptest  manner  possi- 
ble his  command  was  put  in  motion,  and  in  double-quick  time  reached  the  desired  pomt  in 
grood  season.  As  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  in  great  force,  shouting  and  cheering, 
the  batteries  of  Guenther  and  L^mis,  double-shotted  with  cannister,  opened  upon  them ; 
they  moved  straight  ahead  for  a  while,  but  were  finally  driven  back  with  immense  loss.  In 
a  little  while  they  rallied  again  and,  as  it  seemed,  with  fresh  troops,  again  assailed  our  po- 
sition, and  were  again,  after  a  fierce  struggle,  jdriven  back.  Four  deliberate  and  fiercely 
sustained  assaults  were  made  upon  our  position  and  repulsed.  During  the  last  assault  I 
was  informed  that  our  troops  were  advancmg  on  the  right,  and  saw  troops,  not  of  my  divi- 
eion,  led  by  General  Rosecrans,  moving  in  that  direction.  I  informed  General  Thomas  of 
the  fact  and  asked  leave  to  advance  my  lines ;  he  directed  me  to  do  so.  We  made  a  charge 
npon  the  enemy  and  drove  him  into  the  woods,  my  stafif  and  orderlies  capturing  some  sev- 
enteen prisoners,  including  a  captain  and  lieutenant,  who  were  within  a  hundred  and  thirty 
▼ards  of  the  batteries.  This  ended  the  fighting  of  that  day,  the  enemy  in  immense  force 
hovering  in  the  woods  during  the  night,  whilst  we  slept  upon  our  arms  on  the  field  of  battle. 
They  occupied  this  position  during  tne  three  following  days  and  nights  of  the  fight  Under 
General  Thomas's  direction  I  had  it  intrenched  by  rifle  pits,  and  believe  the  enemy  could 
not  have  taken  it  at  all. 

During  the  day  the  twenty-eighth  brigade,  Colonel  Starkweather,  was  attacked  by  General 
Wheeler's  cavalry  in  force,  and  some  of  the  wagons  of  his  train  were  burned  before  they 
reached  him,  having  started  that  morning  from  Stewartsboro'  to  join  him.  The  enemy  were 
finally  repulsed  and  driven  off  with  loss.  Starkweather's  loss  was  small,  as  will  be  seen  by 
his  report  of  the  action.  Li  this  affair  the  whole  brigade  behaved  handsomely.  The  burden 
of  the  fight  fell  upon  the  twenty-first  Wisconsin,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Uobart  commanding. 
This  regiment,  led  by  its  efficient  commander,  behaved  like  veterans. 

IVom  the  evening  of  the  31  st  until  the  ensuing  Saturday  night  no  general  battle  occurred 
in  front  of  my  division,  though  firing  of  artillery  and  small-arms  was  kept  up  during  the 
day,  and  much  of  the  time  small-arms  during  the  night.  The  rain  on  the  night  of  the 
3l8t,  which  continued  at  intervals  until  the  Saturday  night  following,  rendered  the  ground 
occupied  by  my  command  exceedingly  sloppy  and  muddy ;  and  during  much  of  the  time  my 
men  had  neither  shelter,  food,  nor  nre.  1  procured  com,  which  they  parched  and  ate,  and 
some  of  them  ate  horse-steaks,  cut  and  broiled,  from  horses  upon  the  battle-field.  Day  and 
night,  in  the  cold,  wet,  and  mud,  my  men  suffered  severely,  but  during  the  whole  time  I  did 
not  hear  one  single  man  murmur  at  the  hardships,  but  all  were  cheerful  and  ever  ready  to 
stand  by  their  arms  and  fight.  Such  endurance  I  never  saw  before.  In  this  severe  trial  of 
their  patience  and  their  strength  they  were  much  encouraged  by  the  constant  presence  and 
solicitous  anxiety  of  General  Thomas  for  their  welfare. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  3d  instant,  I  asked  permission  of  Genial  Thomas  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  a  wood  on  our  left  front,  to  which  he  g^ve  his  consent  Just  before  dark  I 
directed  the  batteries  of  Guenther  and  Loomis  to  shell  the  woods  with  six  rounds  per  gun, 
fired  as  rapidly  as  possible.  This  was  very  handsomely  done,  and  ended  just  at  dark,  when 
the  third  Ohio  regiment.  Lieutenant  Colonel  O.  U.  Lawson,  and  the  eighty-eighth  Indiana, 
Colonel  George,  Humphreys,  both  under  command  ot  the  brigade  commander.  Colonel  John 
Beatty,  moved  promptly  up  to  the  woods.    When  near  the  woods  they  received  a  heavy  fixe 
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from  the  enemy,  hut  returned  it  vigorously  and  pallantly,  and  pressed  forward.  On  reach- 
ing the  woods  a  fresh  body  of  the  enemy,  attracted  by  the  fire,  moved  upon  their  left  to  sup- 
port them.  On  that  body  of  the  enemy  Loomis's  battery  opened  with  shell.  The  fusilade 
was  ver>'  rapid  and  continued  for  perhaps  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  Beatty's  com- 
mand drove  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  and  held  the  woods.  It  turned  out  that 
the  enemy  was  posted  behind  a  stone  breastwork  in  the  woods,  and  when  ousted,  about 
thirty  men  were  taken  prisoners  behind  the  woods.     This  ended  the  battle  of  Murfree»l)oro\ 

On  the  mornine  of  the  31st  six  companies  of  the  second  Kentucky  cavalry,  Major  Thomas 
P.  Nicholas  commanding,  were  ordered  down  to  watch  and  defend  the  fords  on  8tone  river 
to  our  left  and  rear.  The  cavalry  of  the  enemy  several  times,  in  force,  attempted  to  cross 
these  fords,  but  Nicholas  very  gallantly  rei)ulsed  them  with  loss,  and  they  did  not  cross  the 
river.  I  should  have  mentioned  that  on  Friday  evening,  late,  I  was  directed  by  GJeneral 
Thomas  to  pla^'e  a  regiment  in  the  woods  on  our  Icfl  front,  as  an  outpost,  and  with  tho  river 
to  hold  tliesc  woods,  as  they  were  near  our  lines,  and  the  enemy  could  greatly  annoy  us  if 
allowed  to  hold  them.  Our  skirmishers  were  then  just  leaving  the  woods.  I  ordered  tho 
forty-b'econd  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Shanklin  commanding,  to  take  that  position,  which 
he  aid.  But  early  the  next  morning  the  enemy  in  large  force  attacked  Colonel  Shanklin, 
first  furiously  shelling  tho  woods,  and  drove  the  regiment  back  to  our  lines,  taking  Shanklin 
prisoner.     It  was  this  wood  that  was  retaken  on  Saturday  nighr,  as  before  descril^d. 

The  troops  of  my  division  behaved  admirably.  I  could  not  wish  them  to  behave  more 
gallantly.  The  ninth  and  seventeenth  brigades,  under  the  lead  of  their  gallant  commanders^ 
Scribuer  and  B«»atty,  were,  as  well  as  the  twenty-eighth  brigade,  Colonel  Starkweather, 
veterans.  They  were  with  me  at  Chaplin  Hills,  and  could  not  act  badly.  The  twenty-eighth 
brigade  held  a  position  in  our  front  after  the  first  day's  fighting,  and  did  it  bravely,  doing  all 
that  was  required  of  them,  like  true  soldiers.  The  brig^e  of  United  States  infantry,  Liea- 
tenant  Colonel  O.  L.  Shepherd  commanding,  was  on  the  extreme  right.  On  that  lx)dy  of 
brave  men  the  shock  of  battle  fell  heaviest,  and  its  loss  was  most  severe.  Over  one-third  of 
the  command  fell  killed  and  wounded.  But  it  stood  up  to  the  work  and  bravely  breasted 
the  storm,  and  though  Major  King,  commanding  the  nfteenth,  and  Major  Slemmer  (**01d 
Pickens  '*)  the  sixteenth,  fell  severely  wounded,  and  Major  Carpenter,  commanding  the  nine- 
teenth, fell  dead  in  tho  last  charge,  together  with  many  brave  officers  and  men,  the  brigade 
did  not  falter  for  a  moment.  These  three  battalions  were  a  part  of  my  old  fourth  brig^e  at 
the  battle  of  Shiloh.  The  eighteenth  infantry.  Majors  Townsend  and  Caldwell  commanding, 
were  new  troops  to  me,  but  I  am  proud  now  to  say  we  know  each  other.  If  1  could,  I 
would  promote  every  officer  and  several  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  this  brig- 
ade of  regulars,  for  gallantry  and  good  service  in  this  terrific  battle. 

I  make  no  distinction  between  these  troops  and  my  brave  volunteer  regiments,  for,  in  my 
judgment,  there  never  were  better  troops  than  those  regiments  in  the  world.  But  the  troops 
of  the  line  are  soldiers  by  profession,  and  with  a  view  to  the  future  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say 
what  I  have  of  them.  The  brigade  was  admirably  and  gallantly  handled  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Shepherd.  I  lost  some  of  the  best  and  bravest  officers  I  "had.  LientenanPColonel 
Kell,  commanding  second  Ohio,  was  killed.  After  he  fell  his  regiment  was  efficiently  handled 
by  Major  Anson  McCook,  who  ought  to  bo  made  colonel  of^hat  repment  for  gallantry  on 
toe  field.  Colonel  Foranan,  my  brave  boift  colonel  of  the  fifteenth  Kentucky,  also  felL 
Major  Carpenter,  of  the  nineteenth  infantry,  fell  in  the  last  char^;  his  loss  is  irreparable. 
Man^  other  gallant  officers  were  lost  whose  names  will  appear  in  too  list  of  casualties. 

Of  the  batteries  of  Guenthor  and  Loomis  I  cannot  say  too  much.  Loomis  was  chief  of 
artillery  for  the  third  division,  and  I  am  much  indebted  to  him ;  his  battery  was  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Van  Pelt.  Guenther  is  but  a  Lieutenant.  Both  of  these  men  ought  to  be 
promoted,  and  deserve  to  be  oi  once;  without  them  we  could  not  have  held  our  position  in  the 
centre. 

I  fell  in  with  many  gallant  regiments  and  officers  on  the  field  not  of  my  command.  I 
wish  I  could  name  all  of  them  here.  Whilst  falling  back  to  the  line  in  the  open  field,  I  saw 
Colonel  Charles  Anderson  gallantly  and  coolly  rallying  his  men.  Colonel  Grider,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  his  regiment  efficiently  aided  in  repulsing  tho  enemy.  The  eighteenth  Ohio,  I 
think  it  was,  though  I  do  not  know  any  of  its  officers,  faced  about  and  charged  the  enemy 
in  my  presence,  and  I  went  alon<^  with  it.  The  eleventh  Michigan  and  its  erallant  little  colonel 
(I  do  not  know  his  name,  but  oelieve  it  is  Staddart)  behaved  well,  and  the  sixth  Ohio  in- 
fantry. Colonel  Nick  Anderson,  joined  my  command  on  the  right  of  the  regular  brigade,  and 
stood  manfully  up  to  the  work. 

I  fell  in  witti  the  Louisville  legion  in  retreat,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Berry  commanding.  This 
regimeut,  though  retreating  before  an  overwhelming  force,  was  dragging  by  hand  a  sec- 
tion of  artillery  which  it  tiad  been  ordered  to  support  A  part  of  General  McCook*s  wing  of 
the  army,  it  had  fallen  back  with  the  "est,  but  through  the  woods  and  fields,  with  great  diffi- 
culty, bravely  brought  off  the  cannon  it  could  no  longer  defend  on  the  field.  When  I  met  it»- 
it  faced  about  and  formed  line  of  battle  with  cheers  and  shouts. 

To  Lieutenant  McDowell,  my  assistant  adjutant  general.  Lieutenant  Armstrong, second  Ken- 
tucky cavalry,  Lieutenant  Millard,  nineteenth  Unit^  States  infantry,  inspector  general, Captain 
Taylor,  fifteenth  Kentucky  iufantry,andLieutenantlAlfPirtle,  ordnance  officer,  my  regular  aids, 
and  to  Captain  John  D.  Wickliff  and  Lieutenant  W.  G.  Jenkins,  both  of  the  second  kentacky 
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caTaliy,  aids  for  that  battle,  I  am  much  indebted  for  services  on  the  field.  The  wonnded 
"Here  kindly  and  tenderly  carttd  for  by  the  third  division  medical  director,  Surgeon  Muscroft, 
and  the  other  surgeons  of  the  command.  Captain  Paul,  my  division  commissary,  rendered 
valuable  services  during  the  whole  time  of  the  battle.  The  musicians  of  the  divisions  carried 
the  wounded  from  the  field  faithfully  and  fearlessly.  Lieutenant  McDowell  was  wounded. 
My  orderlies,  Damas,  Emery,  and  the  rest,  went  through  the  whole  tight,  behaving  well. 
Emery  was  wounded.  Lieutenant  Carpenter,  of  the  first  Ohio  infantry,  one  of  my  aids,  was  so 
badly  injured  by  the  fall  of  his  horse  that  I  would  not  permit  him  to  go  on  the  field.  Lieutenant 
Hartman,  of  the  seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  infantry  a  member  of  my  staff,  was  ill  with  fever, 
and  unable  to  leave  his  bed.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  eighty  eighth  Indiana,  Colonel 
Humphreys  commanding,  being  placed  at  one  of  the  fords  on  Stone  river  where  our  forces  were 
temporarily  driven  back,  very  opportunely  rallied  the  stragglers  and  promptly  crossed  the  river 
and  drove  the  enemy  back.  In  this  he  was  aided  by  the  stragglers,  who  rallied  and  fought 
well.  The  colonel  was  wounded  by  a  bayonet  thrust  in  the  hand  in  the  attack  of  Saturday 
night  on  the  enemy  in  the  woods  iu  (Air  front.  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  brigade  com- 
manders, which  will  show  the  list  of  casualties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &xs., 

LOVELL  H.  ROUSSEAU,  Major  General. 
Major  George  E.  Flynt, 

Chief  of  Staff,  ''  Centre,"  Wh  Army  Corps,  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 


Headquarters  Eighth  Division, 
Camp  near  Murfreeshoro\  January  «,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  of 
my  command  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  Stone  river. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  30th  December,  1862,  the  eighth  division,  composed  of  the  seventh  and 
twenty -ninth  brigades,  Schultz's,  Marshall's,  and  Wells*s  batteries,  was  posted  on  a  rolling  slope 
of  the  west  bank  of  Stone  river,  in  advance,  but  joining  the  extreme  right  of  General  Crittenden's 
line  and  the  left  of  Gleneral  McCook's.  In  the  rear  and  on  the  right  was  a  dense  cedar  woods, 
•with  a  broken,  rocky  surface.  From  our  position  several  roads  were  cut  through  the  woods 
in  our  rear,  by  which  to  bring  up  the  artillery  and  ammunition  trains.  In  trout  a  heavy 
^owth  of  oak  timber  extended  towards  the  river,  which  was  about  a  mile  distant.  A  narrow 
Uiicket  crossed  our  lefb  diagonally  and  skirted  the  base  of  a  cultivated  slope,  which  expanded 
to  the  width  of  a  mile  as  it  approached  the  Nashville  pike.  This  slope  afforded  the  enemj 
bis  most  commanding  position  (in  the  centre,)  on  tho  crest  of  which  his  rifle-pits  extended 
(with  intervals)  from  the  oak  timber  immediately  in  my  front  to  the  Nashville  pike,  with  % 
battery  of  four  Napoleon  and  two  iron  gims,  placed  in  position  near  the  woods  and  about  800 
yards  from  my  position. 

Behii||l  this  timber,  on  the  "river  bank,  the  enemy  massed  his  columns  for  the  next  day. 
Their  skirmishers  were  driven  from  our  immediate  front  after  a  sharp  contest,  in  which  the 
Dineteenth  Illinois  and  seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers  displayed  admirable  effi- 
ciency. The  position  of  my^pommand  was  held  under  a  heavy  fire  until  darkness  termi- 
nated the  skirmishing  in  our  front,  by  which  time  we  had  inflicted  considerable  loss 
upon  the  enemy.  In  the  mean  time  General  Sheridan^s  division  came* up  and  formed  "line 
ot  battle,**  his  left  resting  on  my  ri^ht.  and  began  to  advance,  driving  the  enemv  until  he  had 
passed  the  centre  of  my  right  brigade.  While  General  Sheridan  was  in  this  position  I 
changed  my  front  slightly,  bearing  it  more  to  the  left  to  avoid  masking  a  portion  of  Sheri- 
dan's command.  The  troops  remained  in  this  position  and  in  "order  of  battle"  all  night, 
cheerfully  enduring  the  rain  and  cold,  awaiting  the  morrow's  sun  to  renew  the  contest.  Earlj 
the  next  morning,  and  before  the  heavy  fog  had  drifted  away  from  our  front,  the  enemy  in 
strong  force  attacked  and  surprised  General  McCook's  right,  commencing  a  general  action, 
which  increased  in  intensity  towards  his  left.  Sheridan's  division  stood  its  ground  manfully, 
supported  by  the  eighth  division,  repulsing  and  driving  the  enemy  at  every  advance.  The 
enemy  still  gained  ground  of  General  McCook's  right  and  succeeded  in  placing  several  bat- 
teries in  position,  which  covered  my  right  from  these  and  the  battery  on  my  left,  which  now 
opened ;  the  troops  were  exposed  to  a  converging  fire  which  was  most  destructive.  Haught* 
ling's,  Schultz's,  Marshal's,  Burt's,  and  Nell^  batteries  were  all  ordered  into  action  in  my 
front,  pouring  destructive  volleys  of  grape  and  shells  into  tho  advancing  columns  of  the 
enemy,  mowing  him  down  like  swaths  of  grain.  For  four  hours  the  eighth  division,  with  a 
portion  of  Sheridan's  and  Palmer's  divisions,  maintained  their  position  amid  a  murderous 
storm  of  lead  and  iron,  strewing  tho  ground  with  their  heroic  dead.  The  enemy,  maddened 
to  desperation  by  the  determined  resistance,  still  pressed  forward  ft'esh  troops,  concentrating 
and  forming  them  in  a  concentric  line  on  either  flank.  By  11  o'clock  Sheridan's  men,  with 
their  ammunition  exhausted,  were  falling  back;  General  Rousseau's  reserve  and  General 
Palmer's  division  had  retired  in  rear  of  tho  cedar  to  form  a  new  line.  The  artillery  ammuni- 
tion was  exhausted ;  that  of  the  infantry  reduced  to  a  few  rounds.  The  artillery  horses  were 
nearly  all  killed  or  wounded.  My  ammunition  train  had  been  sent  back  to  avoid  captoie. 
A  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  was  marching  directly  to  our  rear  through  the  cedars.    Com- 


32  EEPOBT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

mnnication  with  Generals  Rosecrans  or  Thomas  was  entirely  cat  off,  and  it  was  manifestly 
impossible  for  my  command  to  hold  the  position  without  evidently  making  a  hopeless,  frai^ 
less  sacrifice  of  the  whole  division.  To  retire  was  but  to  cut  our  way  through  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy.  The  order  was  given  and  manfully  executed  ;  driving  back  the  enemy  in  front 
and  checking  his  approaching  columns  in  our  rear.  All  the  regiments  in  my  command  dis- 
tinguished themselves  for  their  coolness  and  daring,  firequent^  halting  and  charging  the 
enemy  under  a  withering  fire  of  musketry. 

On  approaching  General  Rousseau's  line  the  battalion  of  regulars  under  command  of  Major 
King,  at  my  request,  gallantly  charged  forward  to  our  assistance,  sustaining  a  severe  loss  in 
officers  and  men  in  the  effort.  Colonels  Stanley  and  Miller  now  promptly  reformed  their 
brij^ades  with  the  remaining  portions  of  the  batteries  and  took  position  on  the  new  line,  an 
designated  by  Major  General  Thomas. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  twenty-ninth  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  left  to  repulse  an  attack 
from  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  trains.  The  troops  remained  in  hne  all  night  and  the  next 
day  in  *' order  of  battle"  until  noon,  when  the  division  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  General 
McCook's  line,  in  expectation  of  an  attack  upon  his  front 

The  next  day,  (January  2,)  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  my  command  was  ordered  to  the  support  of 
General  Crittenden  on  the  left,  and  took  position  in  the  rear  of  the  batteries  on  the  west 
bank  of  Stone  river.  About  3  p.  m.  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy  with  artillery  advanced 
rapidly  upon  General  Van  Cleve's  division,  which,  after  sustaining  a  severe  fire  for  twenty 
or  thirty  minutes,  fell  back  in  considerable  disorder,  the  enemy  pressing  vigorously  forward 
to  the  river  bank.  At  this  important  moment  the  eighth  division  was  ordered  to  advance,  which 
it  did  promptly,  the  men  crossing  the  river  and  charging  up  the  steep  bank  with  unflinching 
bravery ;  the  twenty-first,  eighteenth,  sixty -ninth,  and  seventy-fourth  Ohio,  nineteenth  Illi- 
nois, eleventh  Michigan,  thirty-seventh  Indiana,  and  seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  volanteeiB 
displaying  their  usual  promptness  and  gallantry.  Four  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  stand  of 
colors  belonging  to  the  twenty-sixth  (rebel)  Tennessee  were  captured  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  aud  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  the  enemy  retreating  in  disorder.  It  is  proper  to  men- 
tion here  that  the  artillery  practice  of  Schultz's,  MendenhaU's,  Standart's,  Nell  s,  Marshairs, 
and  Stokes's  batteries,  which  were  acting  temporarily  under  my  orders  in  this  engagement, 
was  highly  satisfactory,  giving  the  enemy  great  tribulation.  The  promptness  displayed  by 
Captain  Stokes  in  brincping  his  battery  into  action  hy  my  orders,  and  the  efficient  manner 
witn  which  it  was  servea,  affords  additional  evidence  of  his  marked  ability  and  bravery  as  ao 
officer  and  patriot.  In  the  same  connexion  I  feel  permitted  to  speak  in  complimentary  terms 
of  the  gallant  Morton  and  his  pioneer  brigade,  which  marched  forward  under  a  scathing  fire 
to  the  support  of  my  division.  The  enemy  having  fallen  back  to  thebr  intrench  men  ts,  my 
division  recrossed  the  river  and  resumed  its  former  position. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  the  twenty-ninth  brigade  was  moved  forward  to  the  north  bank 
of  Stone  river,  near  the  railroad,  as  an  advanced  force.  On  the  same  day  General  Spear's 
first  Tennessee  brigade  was  assigned  to  the  eighth  division.  This  brigade  distinguished  itself 
on  the  evening  of  the  3d  in  a  desperate  charge  on  the  enemy,  a  report  of  which  i»  included  in 
General  Spear's  report  annexed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  advance  and  pursue  the 
enemy  toward  Murfreesboro*.  By  9  a.  m.  the  eighth  division,Colonel  Walker's  bngade,  pio- 
neer brigade,  and  General  Stanley's  cavalry  force  had  crossed  the  river  and  taken  possession 
of  Murfreesboro'  without  having  met  any  resistance,  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  retreating 
on  the  Manchester  and  Shelby  ville  roads,  our  cavalry  pursuing,  supported  by  the  twenty- 
ninth  brigade  on  the  Shellrv'ville  pike,  and  by  Colonel  Byrd's  first  East  Tennessee  regiment 
on  the  Manchester  pike.  The  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  (three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one 
battery)  was  overtaken  on  the  Manchester  pike,  five  miles  from  Murfreesboro'.  Colonel 
Byrd  fearlessly  charged  this  unequal  force  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  from  his  position  with 
the  loss  of  four  killea  and  twelve  wounded.    Enemy's  loss  not  ascertained. 

Our  army  marched  quietly  into  Murfreesboro',  the  chosen  position  of  the  enemy,  which  he 
was  forced  to  abandon  after  a  series  of  desperate  engagements.  The  joyful  hopes  of  traitoni 
have  been  crushed,  treason  receiving  another  fatal  blow. 

My  command  enthusiastically  join  me  in  expressions  of  admiration  of  the  official  conduct 
of  Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas.  During  tne  most  eventful  periods  of  the  engagements 
their  presence  was  at  the  point  of  danger,  aiding  with  their  counsels  and  animating  the  troopa 
by  their  personal  bravery  and  cool  determination. 

I  refer  to  my  command  with  feelings  of  national  pride  for  the  living,  and  personal  sorrow 
for  the  dead.  Without  murmur  they  made  forced  marches  over  almost  impassable  roads, 
through  drenching  winter  rains,  without  a  change  of  clothing  or  blankets ;  deprived  of  sleep 
or  repose ;  constantly  on  duty  for  eleven  days ;  living  three  days  on  a  pint  of  flour  and 
parched  com :  ever  vigilant ;  always  ready ;  sacrificing  their  lives  with  a  contempt  of  peril, 
displaying  the  coolness,  determination,  and  high  discipline  of  veterans.  They  are.  entitled 
to  our  country's  gratitude.  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
and  Tenneseee  may  proudly  inscribe  upon  their  scrolls  of  fame  the  names  of  the  sevens- 
eighth  Pennsvlvania  volunteers,  eighteenth,  twenty-first,  sixtv-ninth,  and  seventy- fourth 
Ohio,  Schultz  s  and  Marshall's  batteries,  (Ohio, )  the  eleventh  Michigan,  nineteenth  Illinois, 
thirty-seventh  Indiana,  Nell's  section  Kentucky  batteiy,  and  Speanrs  Tennessee  brigade. 
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I  respectfully  refer  to  the  records  of  General  Spears,  Colonels  Miller  and  Stanley,  which  I 
approve  and  append  hereto,  for  a  detailed  account  of  the  part  taken  by  each  portion  of  the 
command,  and  for  special  reference  to  the  meritorious  conduct  of  individuals  in  their  respective 
commands.  In  addition  to  which,  I  make  honorable  mention  of  the  bravery  and  efficient 
services  rendered  by  the  following  named  officers  and  men,  for  whom  I  earnestly  request  pro- 
motion: Ilri^adier  General  Spears,  commanding  East  Tenne&see  brigade;  Colonel  I.  R. 
Stanley,  eighteenth  Ohio  infantry,  commanding  twenty-ninth  brigade ;  Colonel  John  I.  Mil- 
ler, twenty-ninth  Indiana,  commanding  seventh  brigade ;  Captain  James  St.  C.  Morton, 
commanding  pioneer  brigade;  Captain  James  H.  Stokes,  Chicago  battery;  Major  John  A. 
King,  fifteenth  United  States  infantry ;  Captain  Uush,  fourth  Indiana  battery ;  Captain 
W.  E.  Standart,  Ohio  battery ;  Captain  James  A.  Lowrie,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Lieu- 
tenant Fred.  K.  Kennedy,  aide-de-camp ;  Captain  Charles  T.  Wing,  assistant  quartermaster ; 
Major  F.  H.  Gross,  medical  director;  Captain  James  R.  Hayden,  ordnance  officer ;  Lieuten- 
ant W.  \V.  Barker,  aide-de-camp ;  Lieutenant  Robert  li.  Cochrane,  provost  marshal ;  Lieu- 
tenant Francis  Riddle,  acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Lieutenant  Charles  C. 
Cooke,  assistant  aide-de-camp ;  Lieutenant  N.  D.  Ingraham,  topographical  engineer ;  Captain 
Frederick  Sholti,  battery  M,  first  Ohio  artillery ;  Lieutenant  Joseph  Uim,  battery  M,  first 
Ohio  artillery;  Lieutenants  A.  Marshall,  J.  Crablo,  and  R.  D.  Whittelsey,  battery  G,  first 
Ohio  artillery ;  Lieutenants  A.  A.  Ellsworth  and  W.  H.  Spense,  of  NelPs  section  Kentuclnr 
artillery ;  Lieutenant  H.  Terry,  third  Ohio  cavalry ;  Sergeant  H.  B.  Fletcher,  company  K, 
nineteenth  Illinois  volunteers ;  Corporal  R.  G.  Rice,  company  K,  first  Wisconsin  volunteers ; 
Private  J.  A.  SangeCon,  company  C,  seventy-ninth  Ponnsvlvania ;  Sergeant  Charles  Ram- 
boar,  company  K,  seventy-fourth  Ohio;  Private  William  Longwcdl,  orderly,  seventh  Penn- 
srivaaia  cavalry ;  Sei^geant  George  C.  Lee,  Corporal  E.  H.  Dougherty,  and  Privates  Henry 
Zinimerman,  Henry  Schwenk,  J.  M.  Hig^ns,  Leon  Starr,  Daniel  Walker,  John  D.  McCorkle, 
Abraham  Kepperly,  Geoi^  Gillen,  and  John  Cunningham,  of  escort. 

C»8M€Uiie$. — ^The  foUowmg  is  an  approximate  report  of  the  casualties  of  my  command  dar- 
ing the  battles  before  Murfreesboro',  Tennessee,  December  30  and  31,  1862,  and  January  3 
and  3,  18G3. 
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Remarks. — My  command  captared  ftx>m  the  enemy  upwards  of  400  prisonera,  four  brasi  pieces  of  fidd 
artillery-,  and  one  utand  of  regimental  colorti. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  N£GL£Y,  Bngadier  General. 


IIeadquarters  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

14th  Army  Corps,  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Camp  hrfdre  Marfreeitboro\  Tennessee^  January  11,  1863. 
Major  :  On  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo  the  first  brigade  made  a  night  march  from  No- 
lansville  to  Stewartsboro\    The  road  was  very  heavy,  rough,  and  intricate,  and  most  of  the 
night  was  occupied  in  the  march.    The  fourth  Michigan  battery,  belonging  to  the  brigade, 
l^ot  through  without  accident,  but  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  **  oldest  mhabitants." 

On  the  31st  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  join  the  forces  near  Murfreesboro'.    This  order 
would  have  been  promptly  obeyed,  but  at  the  moment  it  was  received  a  meesenger  came  into 
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camp  with  the  news  that  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  numbering  from  one  to  two  thousand  men, 
had  attacked  and  were  burning  the  supply  train  belonging  to  General  McCook's  corps  at 
Lavergne. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  seventeenth,  thirty-first,  and  thirty-eighth  Ohio  Regiments,  and^ 
one  section  of  the  fourth  Michigan  battery  to  move  with  all  possiole  baste  to  the  relief  of 
the  train.  Lest  an  attack  might  be  made  upon  our  camp  in  tne  absence  of  the  troops,  I  left 
the  eighty-second  Indiana  volunteers  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  with  four  pieces  of  the  fourth 
Michigan  battery  for  its  defence.  The  distance  from  ray  camp  to  Lavergne  was  a  little  more 
than  two  and  a  half  miles  ;  and  though  the  infantry  moved  with  great  rapidity,  we  were  un- 
able to  reach  Lavergne  before  nearly  all  the  wagons  and  their  contents  had  been  destroyed. 
By  pushing  forward  the  artillery  with  all  haste,  I  was  able  to  get  the  two  guns  which  I  had 
taken  into  position  on  the  hill,  about  one-third  of  a  mile  on  this  side  of  the  town,  beiore  the 
rebels  had  succeeded  in  paroling  near  all  the  men  connected  with  the  train.  Many  of  the 
rebel  cavalry  were  engaged  in  trying  to  drive  away  the  mules  belonging  to  the  train,  but  the 
timely  administration  of  shells  by  Lieutenant  Wheat  put  an  effective  stop  to  driving  away 
the  mules,  but  drove  the  rebels  pell-mell  into  the  woods  on  the  right  ana  left  of  the  road. 
Captain  Patton,  of  the  first  Ohio  cavalry,  who  had  joined  me  on  the  march,  with  twenty  of 
his  men,  supported  as  well  as  could  be  done  by  the  thirty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  now  made 
pursuit,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  five  prisoners.  The  othor  two  regimenta  having  come 
up,  a  sufficient  detail  was  made,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Ward  and  Captain  Stincham,  to 
secure  all  the  mules  and  harness,  with  two  wagons,  which  were  not  burnt,  and  a  considtrrable 
amount  of  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  all  of  which  was  for  the  time  being  secured,  and  has 
since  been  sent  back  to  Nashville.  The  relxds  had  broken  and  rifled  the  trunks  and  vaii>ea»of 
the  oflficers,  taking  everything  in  the  wav  of  clothing  and  other  property  of  value  from  them. 
Having  done  the  best  that  I  could  under  the  circumstances,  in  the  way  of  saving  property,  and, 
as  I  have  since  learned,  having  killed  several  and  wounded  others,  I  marched  my  command 
back  to  camp,  on  reaching  which  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Hunter,  of  the  eighty -second 
Indiana  volunteers,  to  move  with  his  regiment  on  the  road  leading  to  Nashville,  to  collect 
together  and  bring  forward  all  the  trains  which  he  might' meet  coming  this  way.  This  waa 
accordingly  done,  the  regiment  making  a  forced  march  to  Nashville  the  same  ni^ht,  and  re- 
turning the  next  day  to  join  the  brigade  at  this  place  at  about  eight  o'clock  at  uigbt.  This 
regiment  rendered  important  service,  checking  and  forcing  back  fugitives. 

About  11  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  30ih  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  as  soon  as  relieved  by 
Greneral  Stanley.  At  half  past  seven  a.  m.  of  the  31st  General  Stanley  relieved  me,  and 
again  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  front.  Whilst  on  the  march,  and  near  the  crossing  of  Stew- 
art's creek,  I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Kosecrans  to  take  up  a  stroiie  posuion 
and  defend  the  trains  at  the  creek.  I  hastened  forward,  and  at  the  creek  was  met  by  a  large 
number  of  fugitives  flying  to  the  rear,  and  spreading  most  exaggerated  reports  of  disaster  to 
the  right  wing  of  our  army. 

I  immediately  brought  the  fourth  Michigan  battery  into  position  on  the  high  hill  east  of 
the  ruad,  and  formed  my  infantry  in  line  of  battle  to  support  it.  The  tenth  Ohio  volnnteers, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Burke,  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  west  side  of  the  road. 
Our  position  was  such  as  to  completely  command  the  road,  as  well  as  a  wide  area  stretching 
off  to  the  front.  I  here  stopped  the  first  stampede,  compelling  men  who  had  thrown  away 
their  guns  to  take  them  up  again  and  return  to  the  field.  They  had  remained  here  but  a  few 
moments  until  1  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Thomas  again  directing  me  to  move 
to  the  front  and  join  my  brigade  to  General  Rousseau*s  divittion.  1  was  also,  at  this  point, 
notified  by  General  Stanley  that  he  would  move  forward  on  my  right  flank  with  a  force  of 
cavalry. 

It  was  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.  when  I  again  moved  fonvard,  throwing  a  line  of  skirmishers 
to  the  front,  for  the  two-fold  purpose  of  driving  back  fugitives  and  giving  me  timely  warning 
if  an  enemy  should  approach.  About  10  o'clock  a.  m.  1  reached  the  headquarters  of  Major 
General  Tliomas,  and  ncre  learning  from  you  that  but  a  short  time  previous  a  large  body  of 
rebel  cavalry  had  menaced  that  part  of  the  field,  I  again  took  up  a  position  in  the  comheld 
fronting  the  headquarters,  throwing  my  battalions  into  squares,  and  masking  a  section  of  guns 
in  the  centre  of  each  square.  I  remained  in  this  position  but  a  few  moments  until  another 
stampede  of  mules,  negroes,  fugitives,  and  cowards  of  every  grade  were  seen  swarming  to  the 
rear.  At  this  moment  Captain  McKay,  of  Major  General  Thomas's  staff,  rode  up  and  requested 
me,  if  possible,  to  check  the  stampede.  I  at  once  reduced  my  s(]|uares,  formiug  a  line  of  battle 
with  my  right  resting  upon  the  road.  The  appearance  of  this  force  appeared  to  reassure  and 
give  confidence  to  the  runaways.     Men  and  mules  all  stopped. 

Again  receiving  your  instructions  to  move  to  the  front,  1  advanced  on  this  side  of  the  creek, 
but  was  here  again  met  by  an  order  directing  me  to  watch  my  right  flank  with  great  vigilance^ 
as  the  rebel  cavalrj'  were  again  in  strong  force  menacing  that  part  of  the  field.  I  again 
formed  a  line  of  battle,  taking  advantage  of  a  piece  of  woodland  lying  to  the  right  of  the 
road — from  a  piece  of  high  land,  immediately  in  front  of  which  1  had  a  good  view  of  the  field 
to  our  right.  I  remained  here  a  short  time,  and  no  enemy  approaching,  I  moved  forward  to 
the  front.  At  1  o'clock  reached  the  point  on  the  turnpike  in  front  ol  General  Rosecrmns's 
headquarters  on  the  field.  Here,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  reported  to  General 
McCook,  who  ordered  me  to  take  up  a  position  on  his  left,  which  I  did,  ana  remained  here 
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comparatively  inactive  nntil  about  sundown,  when  I  was  ordered  by  General  Johnson  to 
move  to  the  front,  which  I  did,  forming  a  double  line  of  battle,  and  throwing  out  a  strong 
body  of  skinnishers.  We  remained  in  this  position  all  night  without  fires.  My  skirmishers 
vrere  busy  all  night,  almost  constantly  exchanging  shots  with  those  of  the  enemy. 

At  3  o^clock  a.  ra.,  January  1,  I  was  sent  for  to  report  at  General  Thomases  headquarters 
in  person,  which  I  did,  and  was  there  instructed  to  watch  my  front  with  great  vigilance,  and 
keep  a  strong  body  of  skirmishers  in  advance  to  prevent  any  surprise.  This  I  did  ;  and  day- 
light had  no  sooner  broken  upon  us  than  1  saw  the  wisdom  of  the  warning  that  I  had  received, 
as  the  enemy  showed  himselt  in  strong  force  upon  the  margin  of  the  woodland  imm<Hliately 
in  my  front.  General  Johnson  had,  in  the  mean  time,  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  left  about 
the  distance  of  a  brigade  front  formed  in  two  lines. 

The  ground  I  theu  occupied  was  covered  with  a  somewhat  dense  cedar  forest.  I  directed 
my  men  to  throw  up  a  breastwork  upon  our  front,  which  they  very  soon  did,  constructing  it 
of  loose  rocks  aud  logs  gathered  together  for  that  purpose.  So  well  was  this  work  constructed, 
and  with  such  rapidity,  that  by  ten  o*clock  we  had  a  strong  line  of  defences,  which  were  con- 
tinned  by  other  troops  on  our  right  who  evinced  equal  energy,  skill,  and  industry. 

The  fourth  Michigan  battery,  under  command  of  Captain  Church,  assisted  by  Lieutenants 
Wheat,  Corbin,  ana  Sawyer,  acted  an  important  part  in  this  morning's  ojHirations.  Twice 
during  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  the  enemy  showed  himself  upon  our  front.  Captain 
Church  had  placed  his  guns  in  the  most  commanding  position,  and  whenever  the  opportunity 
offered  the  most  destructive  fire  I  ever  witnessed  from  artillery  was  poured  upon  the  rebel 
masses  as  they  thickened  upon  the  margin  of  the  opposite  woods.  Other  batteries,  however, 
to  our  right  and  left  opened  their  fire  with  perhaps  equal  effect.  It  is  not  my  business  to 
speak  of  what  they  did,  further  than  to  admit  the  noble  part  they  took  in  the  work.  I  watched 
the  progress  and  observed  tlie  effect  of  my  own  shot,  and  saw  the  rebel  masses  torn  down  and 
scattered  before  it  like  leaves  before  a  storm.  One  rebel  battery  on  our  extreme  right  and 
one  or  two  guns  in  front  of  our  centre  replied  with  shell  and  round  shot,  many  of  which  struck 
in  the  timber  and  fell  crashing  aud  bursting  in  dangerous  proximity,  but  not  a  man  of  the 
brigade  was  injured  by  them.  The  day  was  spent  in  sKirmishiug  upon  the  front  and  in 
the«e  artillery  duels,  in  one  of  which  a  rebel  gun  on  our  right  front  was  aismounted  in  a  very 
handsome  manner  by  a  shot  from  Lieutenant  Wheat's  section  of  the  fourth  Michigan  bat- 
tery, which  was  sent  with  the  accuracy  of  a  rifle  ball. 

About  8  o'clock  of  the  night  of  the  1st  I  was  ordered  by  General  Sheridan  to  send  a  strong 
reconnoitring  party  to  the  front,  which  I  did.  The  enemy  were  found  in  force  but  a  short 
distance  in  tront  of  our  line,  and  apparently  engaged  in  the  same  business.  In  this  recon- 
noissanee  I  had  three  men  from  the  seventeenth  Ohio  volunteers  wounded — J.  Zigler,  com- 
pany A;  Corporal  E.  Lacy  and  William  K.  Sain,  company  B;  the  first  two  wore  severely! 
the  third  but  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  the  enemy  could  again  be  seen  threatening  our  front,  but  so 
vionorons  and  well  directed  was  the  fire  from  Church's  battery  and  others  upon  the  right  and 
•  left  of  our  position  that  no  body  of  soldiers  could  have  attacked  our  front  successfulTv,  cov- 
ered as  it  was  by  the  batteries.  Heavy  skirmishing  continued  upon  our  front  all  tLrough 
the  fore  part  of  the  day,  until  the  action  on  our  left  appeared  to  command  silence  u^n 
every  other  part  of  the  field,  there  being  no  firing  upon  our  tront.  I  reported  in  person  to  Major 
General  Thomas  that  the  enemy  appeared  to  have  withdrawn ;  upon  which  he  ordered  me  to 
advance  to  the  froot  with  my  brigade  aud  test  the  fact;  I  immediately  obeyed  his  order. 
My  men  leaped  over  their  breastworks,  formed  their  lines,  and  moved  to  the  front  with  a  vete- 
ran steadiness  and  determination.  Th«*  enemy  had  again  showed  himself  upon  our  front,  and 
that  at  closer  proximity  than  at  any  time  during  this  or  the  preceding  day.  Stone's  battery 
bad  opened  fire  upon  such  a  line  as  to  compel  me  to  move  my  left  directly  under  it,  and  find- 
ing that  the  elevation  of  his  guns  was  not  such  as  to  enable  me  to  do  so  in  safety,  I  sent  an 
officer  to  him  with  the  request  that  he  would  change  the  direction  of  his  pieces.  The  officer 
in  command  of  the  battery  seems  not  to  have  understood  my  message,  and  for  a  few  moments 
the  fire  from  this  battery  threatened  to  do  us  greater  injury  than  anything  coming  from  the 
front,  knocking  the  branches  of  trees  to  pieces,  and  scattering  theui  around  us.  Several 
fihells  from  this  battery  also  bursted  in  our  very  midst,  but  fortunat4*ly  did  us  no  injury.  We 
had  not  advanced  more  than  three  hundred  yards  beyond  our  breastworks  when  the  rebel  in- 
fantry opened  a  rapid  fire  on  our  right  from  the  cornfield  adjacent,  aud  from  the  pickets  in 
front  of  our  centre.  My  lines  advanced  under  this  fire  with  the  utmost  steadiness  and  good 
order  a  distance  of  seventy-five  or  eighty  yards  before  a  shot  was  returned.  I  then  gave  the 
order  to  commence  tiring.  The  front  line,  composed  of  the  seventeenth  and  thirty-first  regi- 
ments, delivered  a  steady  and  well-directed  tire,  then,  as  previously  instructed,  falling  upon 
the  ground  to  load;  the  thirty -eighth  Ohio  and  eight3'-second  Indiana  immediately  advanced 
and  delivered  their  tire,  lying  down  to  load.  I  then  gave  the  order  to  fix  bayonets,  intending 
to  finish  the  job  with  that  weapon. 

The  enemy,  however,  had  fled  precipitately  before  eur  volleys  behind  their  breastworks  in 


the  woods.     There  being  no  corresponding  movement  on  our  right,  and  the  battery  on  our  left 

keeping  up  a  most  pertinacious  tire,  which  put  my  V  '     ' 

withdrew  the  brigade  again  behind  the  breastworks. 


keeping  up  a  most  pertinacious  tire,  which  put  my  lines  in  great  peril  should  I  advance,  I 
rithdrew  the  brigade  again  behind  the  breastworks. 
In  this  advance  uponthcenemy  I  hadone  man  severely  wounded  £rom  the  seventeenth  Ohio 
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Tolunteers,  Thomas  Ontcalt,  private  company  K ;  four  men  from  the  eighty-second  Indiana  vol- 
unteers— R.  K.  Kig:^,  private  company  C,  shot  in  the  hip,  badly  hurt ;  H.  C.  McCoy,  prirate  com- 
pany C,  dangerously  wounded  in  the  abdomen ;  William  Manott,  private  company  F,  badly 
wounded  in  the  thi^h;  J.  A.  Many,  company  F,  wounded  in  the  hand;  anu  six  men  from 
the  thirty-first  Ohio  volunteers — John  Kisic,  John  Sheldon,  company  G;  M.  P.  Murray, 
Corporal  David  Riser,  and  John  Shne,  company  K,  and  David  Condon,  company  A. 

Aoout  half-past  seven  in  the  evening,  I  was  a^in  ordered  by  General  Sheridan  to  make  a 
reconnoissance  in  front.  For  this  purpose  I  detailed  two  companies  from  each  of  the  Ohio  ra- 
iments under  mv  command,  and  placeu  them  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cboate,  of 
the  thirty-eightu  Ohio  regiment,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Davis,  of  the  eighty-second  In- 
diana, and  Captain  Stiucuani,  of  the  seventeenth  Ohio  volunteers.  This  force  bad  not  advanced 
above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  front  before  they  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy.  A  brisk  skinuish 
ensued,  which  was  kept  up  for  about  half  an  hour.  In  this  affair  I  had  six  men  wounded, 
five  from  the  thirt jr-eightn  Ohio — Lieutenant  Hanna,  slightly ;  Sergeant  J.  J.  Wilsey,  severely ; 
Privates  L.  Lovejoy,  severely ;  Jno.  Simmons,  severely,  and  James  Rogers,  severely,  all  of 
company  A ;  Sergeant  B.  H.  Jay,  company  K,  severely,  and  Captain  Stincham,  seventeenth 
Ohio  volunteers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  being  ordered  to  maintain  great  vigilance  in  watching  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  to  our  front,  I  placed  the  brigade  under  arms,  advancing  mj  rear 
line  and  massing  it  upon  the  front,  under  the  breastworks.  Here  we  remained  pretty  mnch 
all  day,  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  suffering  a  good  deal,  out  without 
complaint. 

The  oj£cers  and  men  uniformly  behaved  well  while  under  my  command,  and  I  find  no  lack 
of  zeal,  patience,  or  courage. 

With  the  night  of  the  3d  closed  the  active  struggles  of  this  great  conflict.  The  first  brigade 
has  sustained  few  casualties,  compared  with  others.  We  have  tried  to  perform  our  duty ;  we 
have  done  the  work  assigned  us  in  the  best  manner  we  knew  how.  We  are  in  good  condi- 
tion to  perform  any  service  which  may  be  required  of  us,  and  will  do  it  cheerfully,  whatever 
it  may  be,  as  we  have  ever  heretofore  done. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

M.  B.  WALKER, 
Colond  Commanding  First  Brigade, 

Major  George  E.  Flynt. 

January  5,  1863.  Marched  into  Murfreesboro',  and  placed  my  troops  in  po- 
sition on  the  Woodbury,  Bradyville,  Manchester,  and  Shelbyville  pikes — Gen- 
eral McCook's  command  stretching  from  my  right  on  the  Shelby  ville  pike  across 
the  Salem  pike  to  Stone  river,  his  right  resting  on  the  river ;  General  Crittenden, 
on  my  left,  covering  Liberty  and  Lebanon  pikes,  his  left  resting  on  Stone  river. 

During  the  month  of  January,  Steedman's  (formerly  Fry's)  division  was 
moved  to  the  front  from  Gallatin  and  took  post  at  Triune  and  Lavergnc.  Rey- 
nolds's division  moved  from  Gallatin  to  Murfreesboro'. 

By  virtue  of  General  Order  No.  9,  War  Department,  dated  January  9,  1863, 
the  ai-my  of  the  Cumberland  was  divided  into  three  army  corps,  the  14th,  It^Oth, 
and  21st,  and  1  was  assigned  to  command  the  14th.  It  consisted  of  Rousseau's, 
Negley's,  Steedman's,  Mitchell's,  and  Reynolds's  divisions. 

The  army  remained  at  Murfreesboro'  until  the  24th  of  June,  occupied  in  re- 
organizing and  equipping  for  the  summer  campaign.  During  that  time  a  great 
many  expeditions  were  sent  out  against  the  enemy,  to  harass  him  as  much  as 
possible,  and,  particularly,  to  keep  him  on  the  south  side  of  Duck  river.  Of 
these  expeditions,  the  following  is  a  report  of  one  of  the  most  important  sent 
out  from  my  command  : 

Headquarters  Fifth  Division  14th  Armv  Corps, 

Murfree$boro\  AprU  30,  1863. 

Colonel  :  The  troops  employed  in  the  recent  expedition  to  McMinnville,  &c.,  returned 
to-day,  and  a  report  will  be  most  readily  comprehended  by  reference  to  the  operations  of 
each  day. 

The  expedition  consisted  of  the  following  force : 

Colonel  WiUler's  brigade,  (three  regiments  mounted  infantry, )  about 1,JOO 

Colonel  Hall's  briffade 1,400 

Brigadier  General  Wagner's  brigade J,  300 

Colonel  Starkweather's  brigade 1,300 

Cavalry  under  Colonel  Minty I,o00 

In  all,  about 6,600 
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April  '20. — The  whole  command  made  Rcadyville.  At  dark  a  mounted  scont  was  sent  to 
Woodbury,  which  returned  before  midnight.  The  scout  was  reported  at  McMinnville,  and 
deceived  the  enemy  as  to  the  movement  of  the  next  dav. 

April  2\st. — ^The advance,  a  cavalry  force  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty,  under  Colonel 
Eli  tion^,  fourth  Ohio  cavalry,  destined  to  strike  the  railroad  from  Manchester  to  McMinn- 
ville,  took  the  road  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  turning  to  the  southeast  just  after  leaving  Wood- 
bury, directed  their  march  upon  Morrison,  under  the  guidance  of  Captain  Fleming,  late  of 
8tokcs*8  Tennessee  cavalry. 

The  remainder  of  the  mounted  force,  cavalry  under  Colonel  Minty,  and  mounted  infantry, 
the  whole  under  Colonel  Wilder,  promptly  followed,  and  beyond  Woodbury  took  the  old 
McMinnvile  road,  which  passed  between  Jacksboro*  and  the  McMinnville  pike. 

The  advance  of  his  force  captured  a  portion  of  a  picket  b<;longing  to  a  regiment  of  the 
enemy  stationed  on  the  pike ;  tnosc  that  escaped  reported  that  the  main  mounted  column  was 
a  flanking  party.  The  force  that  moved  for  the  railroad  under  Colonel  Long  ap])ears  not  to 
have  been  discovered  at  all  until  they  were  near  the  road,  and  in  a  condition  to  accomplish 
their  work  beyond  doubt. 

The  supporting  infantry   force  closely  followed  the  mounted  column,   and,   after  the 


mounted  force  left  the  direct  pike  to  McMinnville,  the  infantry  support  was  apparently  tbs 
only  force  moving  towards  tnat  place.  Soon  a  fter  leaving  Woodbury  we  discovered  the 
mounted  regiment  of  the  enemy  which  was  known  to  be  on  the  road,  and  which  gradually 
retired  before  us,  evidently  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  our  mounted  column  had  passed  them, 
and  was  nearing  McMinnville. 

We  abstained  from  firing  on  this  regiment,  and  moved  cautiously  but  firmly  upon  it  until 
we  reached  Glascock's,  nine  miles  from  McMinnville,  the  point  at  which  we  were  to  await 
advices  from  Wilder.    This  pomt  was  made  by  12^  o'clock,  having  marched  nineteen  miles. 

About  4  p.  m.,  received  a  communication  from  Wilder,  who  had  taken  possession  of  Mc- 
Minnville at  1^  o'clock  p.  m.,  with  his  advance  of  seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry  and 
mounted  infantry  scouts,  at  a  charge,  supported  by  the  fourth  regiment  cavalry.  The  sur- 
prise was  complete.  Among  the  prisoners  captured  here  was  the  notorious  Dick  McCann, 
who  subiiequently  made  his  escape  from  a  guard  of  the  fourth  regiment  cavalry,  which 
occurrence  will  be  investigated  and  reported  upon  at  an  early  day. 

General  John  II.  Morgan  came  very  near  being  captured,  but  escaped  by  having  a  fresh 
fleet  horse,  and  being  personally  unknown  to  the  men  of  our  advance. 

The  infantry  force  moved  northward,  and  encamped  on  a  branch  of  Charley's  creek,  about 
three  miles  from  the  pike. 

The  force  at  McMinnville  passed  the  night  of  the  21st  at  and  near  the  town,  and  that 
under  Colonel  Lcmg  about  six  miles  out. 

22rf. — Mounted  force  moved  to  Beckwith's,  via  Smithsville ;  bivouacked  near  the  former 
place. 

The  infautry  moved  to  within  five  miles  of  Beckwith's,  and  encamped  at  Pino  flats,  on 
a  branch  of  Clear  Fork.  The  entire  country  passed  over  this  day,  oy  both  commands,  is 
barren  and  unproductive ;  the  animals  were  very  scantilv  supplied  with  forage,  and  the 
provisions  for  the  mounted  men  (which  had  been  left  with  the  infantry  support  at  Keadyville) 
were  pushed  on  during  the  night  of  the  22d  to  Beckwith's,  escorted  by  a  portion  of  Hall's 
brigade. 

U'Sd. — ^The  remainder  of  Hall's  brigade,  startin^^  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  joined  the  mounted  force 
at  BeckwithV  by  dawn  of  day,  and,  with  his  bngade  as  a  support.  Wilder  pushed  right  on 
towards  Liberty,  closely  followed  by  the  bricrades  of  Wagnijr  and  Starkweather. 

On  reaching  Snow  Hill,  about  10  a.  m.,  where  the  rebels  had  been  reported  in  large  force, 
we  found  the  position  abandoned,  and  learned  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  via  Alexandria, 
and  Lancaster. 

Men  and  animals  were  much  jaded  and  a  vigorous  pursuit  was  simply  impossible. 

The  force  from  Carthage  that  we  hoped  would  co-operate  with  us  by  taking  position  at  or 
near  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria,  to  prevent  this  very  retreat  of  the  enemy,  had  not  arrived. 
Two  regiments  from  Carthage  anived  at  Alexandria  about  midnight,  23d,  and  reported  to 
me  on  the  24th ;  they  were  too  late  by  thirty-six  hours  to  co-operate  with  us,  and  the  force 
eent  was  less  than  half  that  necessary  to  any  effective  co-operation. 

The  mounted  force  was  distributed  from  fork  of  road,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Liberty, 
to  a  point  three  miles  beyond  Alexandria,  towards  Lebanon,  with  instructions  to  forage  and 
rest.  Wagner's  brigade  was  placed  at  Liberty ;  Hall's  and  Starkweather's  at  fork  of  road, 
communicated  with  provision  train  near  Auburn. 

2Ath. — Spent  the  day  in  foraging  and  picking  up  straggling  rebels.  Provisions  escorted  by 
General  R.  S.  Granger's  brigade  arrived  and  were  distributed  at  night.  Sent  reconnoissance 
of  f<»urth  regiment  cavalry,  under  Captain  Mclntyro ;  went  as  far  as  Smithville  and  found 
DO  enemy. 

25/A. — Headquarters  and  Hall's  brigade  moved  to  Cherry  Valley ;  Wilder's  mounted  infantry 
to  Sh4»p  springs ;  Wagner's  brigade  to  Alexandria;  Starkweather's  brigade  remained  at  forks 
of  roads. 

Cavalry  (except  Ray's,  about  350)  started  for  Murfreesboro',  a  portion  with  Granger's 
brigade,  via  Auburn,  and  the  aiain  body  via  Cherry  Valley,  Camsville,  and  Milton. 
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26(A. — Wilder's  mounted  infaiitr}%  Ilairs  brigade,  and  headquarters  made  Lebanon^  Ten- 
nessee. 

27M. — Mounted  infantry  scouring"  country  in  direction  of  Rome,  Gallatin,  and  Silver  spring, 
expecting  to  be  absent  two  days ;  discovered  two  boats  in  creek  near  Rome.  At  5  p.  m. 
received  information  from  Colonel  Starkweather,  through  General  "Wagner,  that  the  t»nemy 
was  certainly  advancing  in  force  towards  Liberty  with  the  intention  of  attacking  Stark- 
weather at  the  forks  of  the  road.  Ordered  Hall's  brigade  on  the  road  at  once,  and  sent  mes- 
sengers to  order  the  mounted  regiments  to  follow  as  early  as  possible  next  morning,  (28th  ) 

Hall  and  headquarters  reached  Alexandria  at  10^  a.  m.,  28th,  and  communicated  with 
Wagner  and  Starkweather,  (the  former  had  moved  near  the  forks.) 

28/A. — Train  of  fifty-three  empty  wagons  reached  Starkweather's  camp,  under  escort  of 
ninth  Michigan,  Colonel  Parkhurst.  This  train  was  loaded  with  bacon  and  forage,  a  portion 
belonging  to  refugees,  the  remainder  captured  from  prominent  rebels,  and  turned  over  to 
the  proper  staff  officers  at  corps  headquarters,  on  the  arrival  of  the  train  at  Murfreesboro', 
on  the  30th. 

29fA. — Headquarters  and  HalFs  brigade  moved  from  Alexandria  to  Stone  river,  via  Slates- 
ville  and  Can»sville.  Wagner  and  Starkweather  encamped  near  Milton.  W^ilder,  with  two 
regiments  of  mounted  infantry,  moved  through  Lebanon  to  Beard*s  mill;  one  regiment 
coming  through  to  Murfreesboro'  with  headquarters. 

DESTROYED  OR  DISABLED. 

The  railroad  leading  from  McMinnville  to  Manchester  may  be  said  to  be  destroyed.  All 
the  bridges  of  any  note,  as  well  as  trestle-work,  are  burnt.  Also,  one  locomotive  and  tmin 
of  three  cars,  and,  various  other  detached  cars  at  stations. 

Depot  buildings  at  McMinnville;  600  blankets;  2  hogsheads  sugar;  3  hogpsheads  rice; 
200  bales  cotton;  8  barrels  of  whiskey;  30,000  bacon;  1  cotton  factory,  (large;)  2  mills; 
1  camp,  tents,  &c.,  on  Charley's  creek;  1  camp  at  Liberty;  1  mill  at  Liberty. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  prisoners  captured  at  various  places  from  Morrison  to  Stone  river, 
including  five  commanding  officers.  One  who  represents  himself  as  a  major,  on  the  staff  of 
General  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  was  captured  on  the  29th,  by  Wilder*s  scouts,  near  the  Glades. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Martin  was  mortally  wounded  by  a  sabre  in  the  hands  of  a  member  of 
the  seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry.  Six  hundred  and  thirteen  animals  were  captured  and 
seventy-six  abandoned.     Large  quantities  of  forage  and  wheat  were  discovered. 

The  only  casualties  to  our  force  were  one  man,  seventeenth  Indiana,  badly  and  treacher- 
ously wounded — he  got  into  camp  ;  one  man,  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  Illinois,  died  of 
disease. 

The  district  bounded  south  by  the  road  from  McMinnville  to  Smithville,  and  west  and 
north  by  a  line  drawn  from  Ready  ville,  via  Auburn,  Liberty,  Alexandria,  and  New  Middle- 
ton,  to  Caney  Foik,  is  sterile  and  unproductive,  excepting  a  small  area  about  New  Middle- 
ton  ;  the  same  remark  will  apply  to  the  district  between  Woodbury  and  the  railroad  connect- 
ing McMinnville  with  Manchester. 

There  is  no  forage  and  but  little  subsistence  of  any  kind  in  the  country  named  above. 
An  army  cannot  subsist  in  it,  and  hence  the  rebels  have  been  driven  to  occupy  the  country 
to  the  west  of  Alexandria  and  lying  between  the  Cumberland  and  Stone  rivers. 

The  last-named  district  is  with  occasional  exceptions  very  productive,  well  watered,  and 
nnder  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  rebels  have  drawn  immense  quantities  of  supplies 
from  this  portion  of  country.  A  force  at  Alexandria  or  Liberty  would  command  this  whole 
district. 

The  inhabitants  may  be  divided  into  three  classes :  first,  the  wealthy ;  second,  those  of 
medium  means,  or  well  to  do ;  third,  the  poor. 

The  first  class  are,  with  a  few  exceptions,  decided  rebels ;  their  farms  have  furnished  rebel 
supplies,  and  their  houses  have  been  made  stopping  places  for  rebel  commanders,  conscript 
agents,  spies,  &c.  Without  the  aid  furnished  by  these  men  the  raids  upon  the  railroad  from 
MurfreesDoro*  to  Nashville,  and  from  Nashville  to  Gallatin,  and  even  beyond,  could  not  be 
made. 

With  the  supplies  furnished  by  these  "quiet  citizens"  the  rebels  are  enabled  to  move 
almost  without  transportation  or  provisions,  knowing  just  where  forage  and  subsistence 
await  them. 

The  tone  of  this  class  in  February,  when  we  made  our  first  expedition  into  that  part  of  the 
country,  was  quite  defiant ;  they  wore  determined  to  persevere  m  their  rebellion  until  they 
secured  their  *' rights."  They  have  since  that  time  lost  no  little  property  in  forage  and 
animals,  to  supply  both  armies,  and  in  addition  their  n«*gro  men  have  run  away ;  and  the 
wagons  that  were  driven  the  first  of  February,  by  soldiers  detailed  for  that  purpose,  were 
about  the  last  of  April  just  as  well  driven  by  the  negroes  that  formerly  lived  in  that  section 
of  the  country ;  and  the  strength  of  the  companies  was  increased  by  the  same  number  of 
able-bodied  soldiers.  The  tone  of  this  class  is  now  changed ;  they  have  discovered  their  mis- 
take, they  had  been  misled,  they  have  formed  their  regrets,  and  they  are  anxious  to  take  the 
non-combatant  oath,  give  bonds,  and  stay  at  home.  (?)  The  question  arises  here,  Shall  they 
be  allowed  to  do  so  ?  At  the  risk  of  being  officious,  I  respectfully  answer  no !  If  the  leading  men 
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of  the  neighborhoods  are  allowed  to  remain,  although  they  may  give  bonds,  when  the  rebels 
run  into  their  neighborhoods  they  will  be  forced  to  aid  them.  If  they  are  sent  away  their 
inflnence  is  gone.  A  few  of  this  class  returned  with  us,  a  step  preliminary,  I  trust,  to  a 
longer  journey.  The  second  class  have  generally  been  well  meaning  citizens,  but  without 
much  influence  politically ;  they  have  become  from  wavering  men  to  loyal  citizens,  are  desi- 
rous of  taking  the  oaths,  and  pursuing  their  ordinary  avocations.  Many  of  them  have  sons 
conscripted  iuto  the  rebel  service,  who  would  desert  that  service  and  return  home,  if  their 
fathers  were  placed  in  a  better  position  politically,  and  their  oppressors  sent  away,  so  that 
there  would  be  uo  one  to  return  them  to  a  service  which  they  detest.  This  class  is  deserving 
of  the  fostering  care  of  the  government. 

The  third  class  are  all  loyal;  they  have  no  weight  in  the  community,  possess  but  little 
property;  they  have  in  fact  been  "subjugated"  all  their  lives. 

By  encouragement  they  must  improve ;  they  have  suffered  greatly  from  the  rebel  conscrip- 
tion. The  absence  of  the  first  class  is  a  thing  greatly  desired  by  them,  but  they  speak  it 
only  in  whispers. 

They  have  at  least  one  thing  in  their  favor — their  devotion  to  the  flag  of  their  countiy  is 
unwavering  in  both  men  and  women. 

There  was  one  idea  that  evidently  occupied  the  minds  of  all  classes.  We  were  everywhere 
met  with  the  questions.  Will  the  federal  army  remain  in  Middle  Tennessee  ?  Will  it  go  for- 
ward and  leave  us,  or  will  it  go  back  and  leave  us  7  There  is  a  feeling  of  insecurity  which 
can  be  eradicated  only  by  adopting  such  measures  as  will  convince  the  loyal  people  that  this 
country  is  to  be  possessed  only  by  loyal  men,  and  that  when  our  lines  are  advanced,  they  are 
advanced /orever  ,*  tluit  no  retrograde  step  will  be  taken,  and  that  whatever  may  be  necessary 
to  Iodize  a  district  of  country  will  be  aouo  before  the  army  leaves  it. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major  General,  Commanding  Expedition, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  G.  E.  Flynt, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corpi. 

A  true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-camp, 

The  apparent  inactivity  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  during  its  stay  at 
Murfreesboro',  was  due  really  to  the  severity  of  the  winter,  which  rendered  it 
almost  impossible  to  move  large  bodies  of  men  on  the  ordinary  roads  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  animals  to  refit  the  transportation  and 
equip  the  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  country  having  become  practicable,  and  Gen- 
eral Roi^ecrans  having  partially  equipped  his  trains  and  cavalry,  he  commenced 
the  campaign  of  the  summer  of  1 863  on  the  24th  of  June,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  the  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  : 

REPORT  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE  CAMPAIGN,  JUNE  24  TO  JULY  4,  1863. 

Headquarters  14th  Army  Corps,  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Camp  IVinfred,  Tennessee,  July  S,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  14th 
army  corps  from  the  24th  ultimo  to  the  present  time. 

The  third  division.  Brigadier  General  Brannan  commanding,  having,  in  accordance  with 
orders  previously  given,  reached  Salem  from  Triune  on  the  23d,  received  orders  to  march 
with  MeCook's  corps  in  the  direction  of  Fosterville  on  the  24th,  and  on  the  25th  to  join  the 
other  divisions  of  the  14th  army  corps  on  the  Manchester  pike.  The  first  division,  (Rous- 
«eau*s,)  second  division,  (Negley's,)  and  the  fourth  division,  (Reynolds's,)  marched  from 
Murfreesboro'  June  24,  on  the  Manchester  pike.  Reynolds's  division  in  advance,  starting  at 
4  a.  m.  with  orders,  if  possible,  to  seize  and  hold  Hoover's  Gap ;  Rousseau's  division  march- 
ing at  7  a.  m.,  to  move  to  the  support  of  Reynolds,  in  case  he  called  upon  him  for  assistance. 
Negley's  division  marched  at  10  a.  m.,  in  reserve.  A  few  miles  from  our  picket  station^ 
Wilder's  bri^de,  mounted  infantry,  Reynolds's  division,  encountered  the  enemy's  mounted 
videttes,  which  he  drove  upon  their  reserve  third  confederate  cavalry,  and  drove  the  whole 
through  Hoover's  Gap  and  beyond  McBride's  creek.  Colonel  Wilder  then  observing  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  in  the  direction  of  Fairfield,  and  preparing  to  attack  him,  took  up  a 
strong  position  on  the  hills  at  the  southern  terminus  of  Hoover's  Gap.  The  other  two  brig- 
ades of  Reynolds  moved  into  and  occupied  the  gap  in  rear  of  Wilder's  force,  and  prepared 
for  an  attack  from  the  front,  having  marched  seventeen  miles. 

While  the  division  was  taking  its  position,  the  first  brigade  was  attacked  by  a  superior  force. 
The  attack  was  promptly  accepted  by  Wilder's  brigade,  supported  by  the  second  and  third 
brigades,  which  were  immediately  ordered  to  the  front  and  posted  on  the  ridge  of  woods  on 
the  extreme  right,  to  prevent  the  enemy  turning  our  right  flank  wliich  was  being  heavily 
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eng'B^d  by  a  snperior  force.  As  these  re-enforcements  arrived  the  enemy  was  forced  to  fall 
back  from  the  woods,  and  the  right  made  secure  by  posting  three  regiments  of  Cook's  brigade 
in  the  woods  from  which  the  enemy  had  first  been  so  gallantly  driven  by  the  seventeenth  and 
seventy-second  Indiana  volunteers  and  ninety-third  Illinois  volunteers,  and  the  position 
ftiaintaiued.  General  Rousseau  was  ordered  to  send  forward  one  brigade  to  re-enforce  Rey- 
nolds, which  was  done.  Mhjor  Coolidge,  commanding  brigade  of  regulars,  reporting  soon 
arter  dark,  and  every  preparation  made  for  an  attack  on  the  following  morning.  The  first 
and  second  brigades  ot  Rousseau's  division  encamped  in  supporting  distance,  near  the  widow 
Hoover's  house,  and  Neglcy's  division  at  Big  spnng,  in  rear  of  Rousseau's  division.  The 
disposition  of  General  Reynolds's  division  remamed  unchanged  on  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
with  slight  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front.  Colonel  Scribner's brigade,  second  division, 
having  been  ordered  to  the  front  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  was  posted  in  position  to  sup- 
port the  batteries  in  front  and  to  form  picket  line  on  the  extreme  left. 

General  Brannan's  division  arriving  from  Salem  was  ordered  to  go  into  camp  near  Rous- 
seau, at  Hoover's  mill.  Orders  having  been  previously  given  from  department  headquarters. 
General  Rousseau's  division  was  moved  immediately  in  rear  of  Greneral  Reynolds's  division 
on  the  night  of  the  25th,  preparatory  to  an  attack  on  the  enemv's  position  at  Beech  Grove. 
General  Brannan's  division  moved  up  at  4  a.  m.  to  take  part  in  the  attack.  General  Negley's 
division  moved  up  at  8  a.  m.  to  support  the  attack  of  the  other  divisions.  After  canying  the 
position  of  Ik^cch  Grove,  Rousseau's  (1st)  and  Brannan's  {'<id)  divisions  were  ordered  to  push 
on  to  Manchester  that  night,  if  possible.  During  the  night  of  the  25th  instant  it  rained  so 
continuously  that  it  became  almost  impossible  for  troops  to  move,  but  with  extraordinaxy 
exertions  the  divisions  were  placed  in  their  respective  positions  by  half  past  10  a.  m.  Imme- 
diately  after  the  advance  was  ordered,  when  the  enemy  were  driven  steadilv  and  rapidly 
towards  Fairfield,  Rousseau  and  Braunan  operating  on  his  left  flank  from  the  hills  on  the 
north  of  the  Fairfield  road,  while  Reynolds  auvancea  against  his  front  and  right.  The  enemy 
had  evidently  prepared  for  un  obstinate  resistance  and  attempted  to  enfilade  my  troops  from 
the  high  ground  on  our  right,  but  were  effectually  prevented  by  a  gallant  charge  of  the  first 
brigade  third  division,  Colonel  Walker,  and  the  fourth  (regular)  brigade  first  division.  Major 
Coolidge  commanding.  The  steady  and  rapid  a«lvance  of  my  troops  forced  the  enemy  to 
retire  in  the  direction  of  Fairfield,  very  rapidly,  covering  his  retreat  with  two  batteries  of 
artillery  and  occupying  positions  behind  strong  bodies  of  skirmishers,  flanked  by  a  heavv 
cavalry  force.     Tne  behavior  of  our  troops  was  admirable — everything  that  could  be  desired. 

On  the  morning  of  the  '27tli,  at  8  a.  m.,  Reynolds's  advance  brigade,  "Wilder's  mounted  in- 
fantry, took  possession  of  Manchester,  capturing  a  guard  at  the  railroad  depot  and  taking  the 
town  completely  by  surprise ;  Ncgley's  divi8ion  marching  in  support  ot  Rousseau's  and 
Brannan's  towards  Fairfield  road  by  way  of  Noale's  Fork,  and  reached  Manchester  at  8  p.  m. 
Rousseau  and  Brannan  pursued  the  enemy  as  far  as  Fairfield,  ascertaining  at  that  place, 
from  what  they  considered  reliable  sources,  that  the  enemv  had  retreated  entirely ;  these  two 
divisions,  in  compliance  with  orders,  turned  into  tbe  Fairfield  and  Manchester  road — Bran- 
nan's division  reaching  Manchester  at  JO  p.  m.,  and  Rousseau's  division  at  12  midnight.  In 
compliance  with  department  orders,  Colonel  Wilder,  with  his  mounted  brigade,  started  at 
reveille  on  the  morning  of  the  '28th,  by  way  of  Hillsboro',  to  break  the  Chattanooga  railroad 
at  some  point  below  Deckard.  The  first  and  third  divisions  started  at  an  early  hour,  sup- 
ported by  a  brigade  from  General  Sheridan's  division  on  the  right  and  two  regiments  of 
Keynolds's  division  on  the  left,  and  pushed  forvvard  during  the  evening  to  within  one  and  a 
half  or  two  miles  of  Tullahoma  with  comparative  ease,  General  Steedman  reporting  that  he 
was  opposed  by  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one  section  of  artillery,  at  the  same  time  re- 
porting a  losii  of  fifteen  men  in  his  command,  also  killing  and  wounding  many  of  the  enemy, 
out  could  not  report  the  nimiber,  as  they  were  carried  from  the  field  by  the  enemv.  The  two 
regiments  of  Reynolds's  division  also  reached  a  point  about  two  miles  from  Tullahoma,  where 
they  came  upon  a  regiment  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  retired  after  feeble  resistance.  The 
officer  beliviug  it  was  intended  to  lead  him  into  an  ambuscade,  did  not  pursue  further.  Two 
regiments  from  Negley's  division  moved  out  on  the  Hillsboro'  road  four  or  five  miles  without 
encountering  or  seeing  the  enemy.  Colonel  Wilder  with  his  brigade  returned  to-day,  having 
succeeded  in  striking  the  railroad  and  doing  considerable  damage  near  I>eckard.  Early  ou 
the  morning  of  Jul v  Jst,  having  heard  from  a  citizen  that  the  enemy  were  evacuating  Tulla- 
homa, Steeuman's  brigade,  third  division,  supported  by  two  regiments  of  Reynolds's  division 
on  his  left,  were  ordered  to  advance  cautiously  and  ascertain  if  the  report  was  true.  Meeting 
with  no  opposition  he  entered  Tullahoma  at  12  m.,  capturing  a  few  prisoners;  Gencru 
Brannan,  commanding  third  division,  reporting  that  the  last  of  the  rebel  infantry  retired 
during  tbe  night,  and  their  cavalry  commenced  evacuating  at  daylight.  General  Reynolds 
was  accA^rdingly  ordered  to  Tullahoma  with  his  division,  and  the  two  divisions  (Brannan's 
and  Reynolds's)  ordered  to  rejoin  the  corps  at  Hefner's  mill  on  the  following  morning.  Gen- 
eral Negley  was  directed  to  march  to  Hefner's  mill  and  take  post  there  for  the  night,  (»en- 
eral  Rousseau  to  support  him.  In  executing  this  order,  Negley  came  upon  the  enemy  about 
four  miles  from  Boobas  cross-roads,  and  drove  them  steadily  until  they  retired  just  at  night- 
fall beyond  Hefner's  mill.  He  then  went  into  camp  for  the  night,  throwing  out  strong  pickets 
t^  the  right  and  front.  General  Rousseau  was  instructed,  after  forming  nis  camp,  to  throw 
pickets  to  the  rear  and  lefl.    The  enemy  made  a  stubborn  resistance  through  the  pass  of 
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Spring  creek,  wounding  a  good  many  of  oor  men,  but  were  steadily  driven  back  until  dark- 
ness prerented  further  pursuit  through  the  thick  underbrush  bordering  the  hill-sides  of  the 
pass. 

On  the  2d,  the  third  and  fourth  divisions  j<iined  on  Spring  creek,  and  the  enemy  were 
followed  to  the  Winchester  road  crossing  of  Elk  river.  The  bridge  having  been  burned  by 
the  rebels  and  the  river  not  fordable,  the  first,  third,  and  fourth  divisions  were  moved  up  the 
river  to  Joneses  ford,  and  one  brigade  of  Rousseau's  division  thrown  across  the  stream,  the 
remainder  of  the  command  camping  on  the  north  side.  The  ford  beine:  very  deep,  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  the  brigade  efiected  a  passage,  damaging  much  of  their  ammunition  by  the 
ifvator  getting  into  their  cartridge  boxes.  Colonel  Hambright,  commanding  this  brigade, 
report^  that  the  enemy  had  left  the  vicinity  of  the  ford,  and  was  informed  by  rebel  prisoners 
that  their  retreat  was  by  wav  of  Pelham  and  Cowan  and  across  the  niountiuns. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  Rousseau's  and  Brannan's  troops  crossed  the  river  at  Joneses 
ford  and  took  up  a  position  on  the  Winchester  and  Hillsboro*  road,  crossing  their  artillery  and 
trains  of  both  divisions.  Negley's  division  and  entire  train  croSiscd  the  ford  on  the  Winches- 
ter and  Manchester  pike.  The  tnnips  of  Reynolds's  division  crossed  at  the  same  place,  leaving 
liis  ordnance  train  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  to  be  crossed  in  the  morning. 

On  the  4th,  Rousseau's  division  marched  to  the  Deckard  and  Pelham  roa[d,  and  took  up  a 
position  at  Brakefield  Point.  Reynolds's  division  encamped  at  Pennington's,  and  Bitinnan's 
division  at  Taite's ;  the  two  latter  positions  on  the  Deckard,  Winchester,  and  McMinnville 
road.  The  order  to  halt  was  received  at  2  p.  m.  this  day,  and  the  details  directed  to  be  made 
for  the  repairs  of  roads  were  ordered.  Location  of  corps  headquarters  on  the  Winchester  and 
31  cMinnville  road,  half  way  between  Taite's  and  Pennington's. 

The  positions  of  divisions  of  my  corps  are  substantially  the  same  to  this  date. 

Without  particularly  referring  to  individual  merit  in  any  one  division  of  my  command,  I 
can  render  willing  testimony  to  the  manly  endurance  and  soldierly  conduct  of  both  officers 
And  men  composing  my  corps,  marching  dav  and  night,  through  a  most  relentless  ruin,  and 
over  almost  impassable  roads,  bivouacking  bv  the  road-side,  over  ready  and  willing  to  **  fall 
in**  and  pursue  the  enemy  whenever  ordered,  with  a  cheerfulness  and  detennination  truly 
admirable,  and  no  less  commeiulable  when  confronting  the  enemy ;  their  columns  never 
'wavered,  giving  the  highest  proof  of  their  veteran  qualities  and  showing  what  dependence 
can  be  placed  upon  them  in  time  of  peril. 

For  particulars,  incidents,  and  the  part  taken  by  the  different  divisions,  brigades,  and 
xegiments  of  my  corps,  in  the  engagements  mentioned  in  my  report,  I  respectfully  refer  you 
to  the  accompanying  reports  of  division  commanders. 

I  am,  general,  ven*  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  V,  S,  T.,  Commanding, 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  A.  D.  C 

Brigadier  General  J.  A.  Garfield, 
Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Casualties, 


COMMISSIONED. 

ENLISTED. 

Commands. 

1 

14 

1 
1 

J 

1 

1 

1 

S 

1 

Xirst  division 1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

15 

39 

5 

59 

47 

1 

46 

S^'econd  division ..........     .---.    ..... 

1 

9 

TThird  division 

J 

66 

^^ourth  division ....  .... .... ...... ...... 

68 

Total 

] 

4 

24 

150 

3 

182 

After  the  evacuation  of  Tullahoma  and  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  across  the 
TTenneseee  river,  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  was  concentrated  about  Winches- 
ter, Dcchard,  and  Manchester,  preparatory  to  con  inuiug  the  campaign  as  soon 
as  the  railroad  could  be  completed  as  far  as  Bridgeport. 

August  16,  18G3. — The  whole  command  was  ordered  to  move  forward  to  the 
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Tennessee  river,  and  was  concentrated  {i,  e.  14tli  army  corps)  in  the  vicinity  of 
Stevenson,  Alabama,  and  opposite  shell-mound.  Preparations  were  then  made 
to  cross  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river,  the  enemy  under  Bragg  being 
at  Chattanooga. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  of  August,  Mr.  Wm.  Crutchfield,  a  Union  man, 
residing  at  Chattanooga,  having  been  forced  by  the  rebels  to  leave  his  home, 
Bwam  the  Tennessee  river  and  sought  refuge  within  our  lines,  bringing  the  in- 
formation that  it  was  reported  in  Chattanooga  that  General  Burnside  had  pos- 
session of  Knoxville,  Buckner  having  fallen  back  to  Loudon,  and  Bragg  had 
sent  part  of  Hill's  corps  to  Kingston  to  support  Forrest.  Wheeler  was  said  to 
be  at  Rome  and  Gadson,  Alabama,  watching  for  a  move  on  our  right.  Johnson 
was  to  re-enforce  Bragg  with  15,000  men,  two  trains  of  whom  came  in  on  the 
29th. 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under 
my  command  during  the  month  of  September,  1863,  including  the  oattle  of 
Chickamauga,  September  19th  and  20th,  when,  besides  the  four  divisions  com- 
posing the  1 4th  army  corps,  I  had  the  divisions  of  Generals  Wood,  Palmer,  Steed- 
man  and  Johnson  under  my  immediate  direction. 


CHICKAMAUGA    CAMPAIGN. 

Hbadquartbrs  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Chattanoogat  Tennessee,  September  30,  1S63. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  corps  from  the  1st 
September  up  to  date,  as  follows,  viz : 

General  Brannan*s  division  crossed  the  Tennessee  river  at  Battle  creek; 
General  Baird  ordered  to  cross  his  first  division  at  Bridgeport,  and  to  move  to 
Taylor's  store  ;  General  Negley's  second  division  to  cross  the  river  at  Caperton's 
ferry,  and  to  report  at  Taylor's  store  also. 

September  2. — General  Baird 's  division  moved  to  Widow's  creek.  General 
Negley  reports  having  arrived  at  Moore's  spring,  one  and  a  quarter  mile  from 
Taylor's  store,  and  two  miles  from  Bridgeport ;  he  was  ordered  to  cross  the  moun- 
tain at  that  point,  it  being  the  most  direct  route  to  Trenton,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  place  the  corps  was  ordered  to  concentrate. 

September  3. — Headquarters  14th  army  corps  moved  from  Bolivar  springs  at 
6  a.  m.  via  Caperton's  ferry  to  Moore's  spring,  on  the  road  from  Bridgeport  to 
Trenton.  Baird 's  division  reached  Bridgeport,  but  could  not  cross  in  consequence 
of  damage  to  the  bridge;  Negley's  division  marched  to  Warren's  mills,  on  the 
top  of  Sand  mountain,  on  the  road  to  Trenton ;  Brannan's  division  reached  Gra- 
ham's store,  on  the  road  from  Shell  mound  to  Trenton ;  Reynold's  division 
marched  six  miles  on  the  Trenton  road  from  Shell  mound. 

September  4. — Negley's  division  camped  at  Brown's  spring,  at  foot  of  Sand 
mountain,  in  Lookout  valley ;  Brannan's  division  at  Gordan's  mill,  on  Sand 
mountain  ;  Reynold's  division  at  foot  of  Sand  mountain,  two  miles  from  Trenton ; 
Baird's  division  crossed  the  river  at  Bridgeport,  and  camped  at  that  point ;  corps 
headquarters  at  Moore's  spring. 

Septcfnber  5. — Baird's  division  arrived  at  Moore's  spring;  Negley's  division 
still  in  camp  at  Brown's  spring.  He  reports  having  sent  forward  a  reconnoissance 
of  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  section  of  artillery  to  scour  the  country  to- 
wards Chattanooga,  and  secure  some  captured  stores  near  Macon  iron-works. 
They  captured  some  confederate  army  supplies.  No  report  from  Brannan's 
division  ;  Reynolds's  division  in  camp  at  Trenton ;  Brannan  somewhere  in  neigh- 
borhood ;  corps  headquarters  at  Warren's  mill. 
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Sepiemher  6. — Baird's  division  encamped  at  Warren's  mill ;  Negley's  division 
reached  Johnson's  crook ;  Beatty's  brigaae  was  sent  up  the  road  to  seize  Stevens's 
Gap ;  met  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  it  being  dark,  did  not  proceed  further.  The 
eighteenth  Ohio,  of  Negley's  division,  weut  to  the  top  of  Lookout  mountain, 
beyond  Payne's  mills ;  met  the  enemy's  pickets  and  dispersed  them.  The  head 
of  Brannan's  column  reached  Lookout  valley,  two  (2)  miles  below  Trenton; 
Reynolds's  division  in  camp  at  Trenton ;  rumors  of  the  enemy's  design  to  evacuate 
Chattanooga;  corps  headquarters  at  Brown's  spring. 

September  7. — Baird's  division  closed  up  with  Negley's  in  the  mouth  of  John-  ' 
son's  crook.    Negley's  gained  possession  of  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  secured 
the  forks  of  the  road.    Brannan's  division  reached  Trenton ;  Reynolds  remained 
in  camp  at  that  place ;  corps  headquarters  still  at  Brown's  spring. 

September  8. — Baird's  division  remained  in  its  camp  of  yesterday,  at  the 
Junction  of  Hurricane  and  Lookout  creeks ;  Negley's  division  moved  up  to  the 
top  of  Lookout  mountain,  at  the  head  of  Johnson's  crook,  one  brigade  occupying 
the  pass ;  another  brigade  was  sent  forward  and  seized  Cooper's  Gap,  sending 
one  regiment  to  the  foot  of  the  gap  to  occupy  and  hold  it ;  one  regiment  was 
also  sent  forward  to  seize  Stevens's  Gap,  which  was  heavily  obstructed  with 
fallen  trees ;  Brannan's  division  occupied  the  same  position  as  last  night;  Rey- 
nolds's division,  headquarters  at  Trenton,  with  one  brigade  at  Payne's  mills, 
three  miles  south  of  Trenton.    Headquarters  of  the  corps  still  at  Brown's  spring. 

September  9. — Baird's  division  moved  across  Lookout  mountain  to  the  sup- 
port of  Negley.  Negley's  division  moved  across  the  mountain  and  took  up  a 
position  in  McLamore's  cove,  near  Rogers's  farm,  throwing  out  his  skirmishers  as 
far  as  Bailey's  cross-roads.  Saw  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  front,  drawn  up  in  line  ; 
citizens  reported  a  heavy  ibrce  concentrated  in  his  front  at  Dug  Gap,  consisting 
of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery ;  Brannan's  division  in  same  camp  as  yesterday ; 
Reynolds's  division  also.  The  ninety -second  Illinois  (mounted  infantry)  sent 
on  a  reconnoissance  towards  Chattanooga,  along  the  ridge  of  Lookout  mountain.  . 
Colonel  Atkins,  commanding  ninety -second  Illinois,  reports  September  9,  11  a, 
m.,  entered  Chattanooga  as  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  column  was  evacuating  the 
place;  corps  headquarters  moved  from  Brown's  spring  to  Easley's  farm,  on  Tren- 
ton and  Lebanon  road. 

September  10. — General  Negley's  in  front  of  or  one  mile  west  of  Dug  Gap, 
which  has  been  heavily  obstructed  by  the  enemy,  and  occupied  by  a  strong 
picket  line.  General  Baird  ordered  to  move  up  to-night  to  Negley's  support. 
General  Reynolds  to  move  at  daylight  to  support  Baird's  left,  and  General 
Brannan  to  move  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow  morning  to  support  Reynolds ;  headquar- 
ters and  General  Reynolds's  division  camped  for  the  night  at  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain ;  Brannan's  division  at  Easely's. 

September  11. — Baird*s  division  closed  up  on  Negley's  at  widow  Davis's 
house  about  8  a.  m.  Soon  afterwards,  Negley  being  satisfied,  from  his  own  obser- 
vations, and  from  the  reports  of  officers  sent  out  to  reconnoitre,  and  also  from 
loyal  citizens,  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  him  in  very  superior  ft>rce,  and 
that  this  train  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being  cut  off,  if  we  accepted  battle  at 
Davis's  Cross-roads,  determined  to  fall  back  to  a  strong  position  in  front  of  Stevens's 
Gap.  His  movement  he  immediately  proceeded  to  put  into  execution,  and  by 
his  untiring  energy  and  skill,  and  with  the  prompt  co-operation  of  Baird,  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  possession  of  the  hills  in  front  of  Stevens's  Gap,  and  securing 
his  trains,  without  loosing  a  single  wagon.  For  a  detailed  account  of  this  move- 
ment, see  reports  of  Generals  Negley  and  Baird,  annexed,  marked  A  and  B.  Gen- 
eral Turchin,  commanding  third  brigade  Reynolds's  division,  was  pushed  forward, 
by  way  of  Cooper's  Gap,  to  Negley's  support,  on  the  left,  reaching  his  position 
about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Orders  were  sent  to  General  Brannan  to  close  up  aa 
rapidly  as  possible.     Corps  headquarters  at  top  of  Cooper's  Gap. 

September  12. — Bramian's  division  reached  Negley's  position  by  8  a.  m.,  and 
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took  post  next  on  the  left  of  Baird.  Reynolds's  division  was  posted  on  tlie  left;  of 
Brannan,  one  brigade  covering  Cooper's  Gap,  Reports  from  citizens  go  to  con- 
firm the  impression  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  is  concentrated  at  Lafayette. 
j^  report  from  General  McCook  confirms  that  fact.  A  later  despatch  from  the  same 
source  says  it  is  reported  that  Bragg's  whole  army,  with  Johnston's,  is  at  Lafay- 
ette. Generals  Brannan  and  Baird,  with  part  of  their  commands,  went  out  on  a 
reconnoissance  towards  Dug  Gap  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  to-day.  General  Brannan 
reports  they  advanced  two  miles  beyond  Davis's  cross-roads  without  finding  any 
enemy  with  the  exception  of  a  few  mounted  men ;  corps  headquarters  encamped 
at  top  of  Stevens's  Gap. 

Sepfember  13. — Negley's,  Baird's,  and  Brannan's  divisions  remained  in  their 
camps  of  yesterday  waiting  the  arrival  of  McOook's  corps,  which  had  been  ordered 
to  close  to  the  left.  Reynolds  concentrated  his  division  on  the  road  from  Cooper's 
Gap  to  Catlett's  Gap.  Two  deserters  from  eighteenth  Tennessee  state  that  they 
belong  to  Buckner's  corps.  Buckner's  corps  consists  of  eight  brigades,  and  two 
batteries,  six  gims  each;  were  in  the  fight  with  Negley.  Saw  a  brigade  of 
Forrest's  cavalry,  commanded  by  Forrest  himself,  pass  towards  the  fight  on  the 
eleventh.  Hill's  and  Buckner's  corps  were  both  engaged.  Bragg's  army  is  con- 
centrated at  Lafayette ;  headquarters  moved  by  way  of  Cooper's  Gap  to  the  foot 
of  the  mountain. 

Sejffemher  14. — General  Reynolds  took  up  a  position  at  Pond  spring  with  his 
two  infantry  brigades,  and  was  joined  by  Wilder  at  that  place.  Turchin's  brigade, 
of  Reynolds's  division,  made  a  reconnoissance  to  the  mouth  of  Catlett's  Gap  with 
the  ninety-second  Illinois,  (mounted  infantry.)  Was  opposed  by  the  rebels' 
mounted  pickets  from  Chickamauga  creek  to  mouth  of  Catlett's  Gap,  at  which 
place  he  found  their  reserve  drawn  up,  also  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  to  the 
right  of  the  road ;  but  having  received  instructions  to  avoid  bringing  on  an  en- 
gagement, he  returned  to  camp  with  the  brigade,  leaving  two  regiments  on  Chat- 
tanooga valley  road,  strongly  posted  on  outposts.  General  Brannan  advanced 
one  brigade  of  his  division  to  Chickamauga  creek,  east  of  Lee's  mills,  one  mile  to 
the  right  and  south  of  Reynolds's  position,  at  Pond  spring.  A  mounted  recon- 
noissance was  also  pushed  forward  to  within  a  mile  of  Bluebird  Gap  without  en- 
countering any  of  the  enemy.  A  negro  who  had  been  taken  before  General 
Buckner  yesterday,  and  released  again,  reports  that  Buckner  and  his  corps  are 
in  Catlett's  Gap  preparing  to  defend  that  place.  A  negro  woman,  lately  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Dug  Gap,  reports  a  large  force  of  rebels  between  Dug  Gap 
and  Lafayette. 

September  16. — Corps  headquarters  and  first  and  second  divisions  remained 
camped  as  last  reported,  at  foot  of  Stevens's  gap.  Turchin's  brigade,  of  Rey- 
nolds's division,  made  a  reconnoissance  towards  Catlett's  Gap.  The  enemy  fell 
back  as  he  advanced,  until  he  came  upon  a  force  strongly  posted,  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  in  the  road.  He  made  a  second  reconnoissance  at  2  p.  m.  that 
day,  with  but  little  further  result,  as  he  could  advance  but  a  short  distance 
further,  the  enemy  being  in  force  in  his  front. 

September  17. — First,  second,  and  third  divisions  changed  their  positions  from 
their  camps  of  yesterday :  Baird's  (first)  division,  with  its  right  resting  at  Gower's 
ford,  and  extending  along  Chickamauga  creek  to  Bird's  mill ;  Negley's  (second) 
division,  with  its  right  at  Bird's  mill,  and  its  left  connecting  with  Van  Clove's 
division,  at  Owen's  ford ;  Brannan's  (third)  division  on  the  right  of  the  first, 
covering  four  fords  between  Gower's  ford  and  Pond  spring.  One  brigade  of  the 
fourth  division  (Reynolds's)  thrown  out  in  front  of  Pond  spring,  on  the  Catlett's 
Gap  road,  covering  the  pass  through  the  mountains.  Wilder's  brigade  detached 
and  ordered  to  report  to  department  headquarters.  The  left  of  McCook 's  corps 
closed  in,  connecting  with  our  right  near  Pond  spring. 

September  18. — At  4  p.  m.  the  whole  corps  moved  to  the  left;  along  Chickamauga 
creek  to  Crawfish  springs.     On  arriving  at  that  place  received  orders  to  move  on 
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the  croBS-road  leading  by  widow  Glenn's  bouse  to  tbe  Cbattanooga  and  Lafay- 
ette road,  and  take  up  a  position  near  Kelley's  farm,  on  the  Lafayette  road, 
connecting  with  Crittenden  on  my  right  at  Gordon's  mill.  The  head  of  the 
column  reached  Kelley's  farm  about  daylight  on  tbe  19th,  Baird's  division  in 
front,  and  took  up  a  position  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  facing  towards  Reid's 
and  Alexander's  bridges  over  the  Cbickamauga,  Colonel  Wilder,  commanding 
the  mounted  brigade  of  Reynolds's  division,  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  Cbickamauga  in  force  at  those  two  bridges  the  evening  before,  and 
driven  his  brigade  across  the  State  road,  or  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  to 
the  heights  east  of  the  widow  Glenn's  house.  Kelley's  house  is  situated  in  an 
opening  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  long  and  one-fourth  of  a  mile  wide,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  State  road,  and  stretches  along  that  road  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tion, with  a  small  field  of,  perhaps,  twenty  acres  on  west  side  of  the  road, 
directly  opposite  to  the  house.  From  thence  to  the  Cbickamauga  the  surface  of 
the  country  is  undulating  and  covered  with  original  forest  timber,  interspersed 
with  undergrowth,  in  many  places  so  dense  that  it  is  difficult  to  see  fifty  paces 
ahead.  There  is  a  cleared  field  near  Jay's  mill,  and  cleared  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  Reid's  and  Alexander's  bridges.  A  narrow  field  commences  at  a  point  about 
a  fourth  of  a  mile  south  of  Kelley's  bouse,  on  the  east  side  of  the  State  road, 
and  extends,  perhaps,  for  half  a  mile  along  the  road  towards  Gordon's  mills. 
Between  the  State  road  and  the  foot  of  Missionary  ridge  there  is  a  skirt  of 
timber  stretching  from  the  vicinity  of  widow  Glenn's  house,  south  of  the  forks 
of  the  road  to  McDaniel's  house,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  Kelley's.  The 
eastern  slope  of  the  Missionary  ridge,  between  Glenn's  and  McDaniel's,  is  cleared 
and  mostly  under  cultivation.  This  position  of  Baird's  threw  my  right  in  close 
proximity  to  Wilder's  brigade ;  the  interval  I  intended  to  fill  up  with  the  two 
remaininji:  brigades  of  Reynolds's  division  on  their  arrival.  General  Brannan, 
closely  following  Baird's  division,  was  placed  in  position  on  his  left,  on  the  two 
roads  leading  from  the  State  road  to  Reid's  and  Alexander's  bridges.  Colonel 
Dan.  McCook,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  reserve  corps,  met  me  at  General 
Baird's  headquarters,  and  reported  to  me  that  he  had  been  stationed  the  previous 
night  on  the  road  leading  to  Reid's  bridge,  and  that  he  could  discover  no  force 
of  the  enemy  except  one  brigade,. which  had  crossed  to  the  west  side  of  Cbick- 
amauga at  R<^id's  bridge  the  day  before ;  and  he  believed  it  could  be  cut  off, 
because,  after  it  had  crossed,  he  had  destroyed  the  bridge,  the  enemy  having 
retired  towards  Alexander's  bridge.  Upon  this  information  I  directed  General 
Brannan  to  post  a  brigade,  within  supporting  distance  of  Baird,  on  the  road  to 
Alexander's  bridge,  and  with  his  other  two  brigades  to  reconnoitre  the  road 
leading  to  Reid's  bridge  to  see  if  he  could  locate  tbe  brigade  reported  by  Colonel 
McCook,  and,  if  a  favorable  opportunity  occurred,  to  capture  it.  His  dispositions 
were  made  according  to  instructions  by  9  a.  m.  General  Baird  was  directed  to 
throw  forward  his  right  wingj  so  as  to  get  more  nearly  in  line  with  Brannan,  but 
to  watch  well  on  his  right  flank.  Soon  after  this  disposition  of  these  two  divi- 
sions, a  portion  of  Palmer's  division,  of  Crittenden's  corps,  took  position  to  the 
right  of  General  Baird's  division.  About  10  o'clock,  Croxton's  brigade,  of 
Brannan's  division,  posted  on  the  road  leading  to  Alexander's  bridge,  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  I  rode  forward  to  his  position  to  ascertain  the 
character  of  the  attack.  Colonel  Croxton  reported  to  me  that  he  had  driven  the 
enemy  nearly  half  a  mile,  but  that  he  was  then  meeting  with  obstinate  resistance. 
I  then  rode  back  to  Baird's  position,  and  directed  him  to  advance  to  Croxton's 
support,  which  he  did  with  his  whole  division.  Starkweather's  brigade  in  reserve, 
and  drove  the  enemy  steadily  before  him  for  some  distance,  taking  many  pris- 
oners. Croxton's  brigade,  which  had  been  heavily  engaged  for  over  an  hour 
with  greatly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  being  nearly  exhausted  of 
ammunition,  was  then  moved  to  the  rear  to  enable  the  men  to  fill  up  their  boxes; 
and  Baird  and  Brannan,  having  united  their  forces,  drove  the  euemy  from  their 
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immediate  front.  General  Baird  then  halted  for  the  purpose  of  readjusting  his 
line ;  and  learning  from  prisoners  that  the  enemy  were  in  heavy  force  on  his 
immediate  right,  he  threw  back  his  right  wing  in  order  to  be  ready  for  an  attack 
from  that  quarter.  Before  his  dispositions  could  be  completed,  the  enemy,  in 
overwhelming  numbers,  furiously  assaulted  Scribner's  and  King's  brigades,  and 
drove  them  in  disorder.  Fortunately,  at  this  time,  Johnson's  division,  of 
McOook's  corps,  and  Reynolds's  division,  of  my  corps,  arrived,  and  were  im- 
mediately placed  in  position.  Johnson  preceding  Reynolds,  his  left  connecting 
with  Baird's  right,  and  Palmer  being  immediately  on  Johnson's  right,  Reynolds 
was  placed  on  the  right  of  Palmer,  with  one  brigade  of  his  division  in  res^^rve. 
As  soon  as  formed  they  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  attacking  him  in  flank  and 
driving  him  in  gieat  confusion  for  a  mile  and  a  half,  while  Brannan's  troops  met 
them  in  front  as  they  were  pursuing  Baird's  retiring  brigades,  driving  the  head 
of  his  column  back  and  retaking  the  artillery  which  had  been  temporarily  lost 
by  Baird's  brigades ;  the  ninth  Ohio  recovering  battery  H,  fifth  United  States 
artillery,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  enemy  at  this  time  being  hardly 
pressed  by  Johnson,  Palmer,  and  Reynolds,  in  flank,  fell  back  in  confusion  upon 
his  reserves,  posted  in  a  strong  position  on  the  west  side  of  Ghickamauga  creek 
between  Rcid's  and  Alexander's  bridges.  Brannan  and  Baird  were  then  ordered 
to  reorganize  their  commands  and  take  position  on  commanding  ground  on  the 
road  from  McDaniel's  to  Reid's  bridge,  and  hold  it  to  the  last  extremity,  as  I 
expected  the  next  effort  of  the  enemy  would  be  to  gain  that  road  and  our  rear. 
This  was  about  2  p.  m.  After  a  lull  of  about  one  hour,  a  furious  attack  was 
made  upon  Reynolds's  right,  and  he  having  called  upon  me  for  re-enforcements, 
I  directed  Brannan's  division  to  move  to  his  support,  leaving  King's  brigade,  of 
Baird's  division,  to  hold  the  position  at  which  Baird  and  Brannan  bad  been 
popted,  the  balance  of  Baird's  division  closing  up  to  the  right  of  Johnson's  divi- 
sion. It  will  be  seen,  by  General  Reynolds's  report,  Croxton's  brigade,  of 
Brannan's  division,  reached  his  right  just  in  time  to  defeat  the  enemy's  efforts 
to  turn  Reynolds's  right  and  rear.  About  5  p.  m.,  my  lines  being  at  that  time 
very  much  extended  in  pursuing  the  enemy,  I  determined  to  concentrate  them 
on  more  commanding  ground,  as  I  felt  confident  that  we  should  have  a  renewal 
of  the  battle  the  next  morning.  I  rode  forward  to  General  Johnson's  position 
and  designated  to  him  where  to  place  his  division ;  also  to  General  Baird,  who 
was  present  with  Johnson.  I  then  rode  back  to  the  cross-roads  to  locate  Palmer 
and  Reynolds  on  Johnson's  right,  and  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge  about  five  hun- 
dred yards  east  of  the  State  road.  Soon  after  Palmer  and  Reynolds  got  their 
positions ;  and  while  Brannan  was  getting  his  on  the  ridge  to  the  west  of  the 
State  road,  near  Dyer's  house,  to  the  rear  and  right  of  Reynolds,  where  I  had 
ordered  him  as  a  reserve,  the  enemy  assaulted  first  Johnson  and  then  Baird  in 
a  most  furious  manwer,  producing  some  confusion,  but  order  was  soon  restored, 
and  the  enemy  repulsed  in  fine  style;  after  which  these  two  divisions  took 
up  the  positions  assigned  to  them  for  the  night.  Before  adjusting  the  line 
satisfactorily,  I  received  an  order  to  report  to  department  headquarters  immedi- 
ately, and  was  absent  from  my  command  until  near  midnight  After  my  return 
from  department  headquarters,  and  about  2  a.  m.  on  the  20th,  I  received  a  re- 
port from  General  Baird  that  the  left  of  his  division  did  not  rest  on  the  Reid's 
Bridge  road  as  I  had  intended,  and  that  he  could  not  reach  it  without  weaken- 
ing his  line  too  much.  I  immediately  addressed  a  note  to  the  general  com- 
manding requesting  that  General  Negley  be  sent  me  to  take  position  on  Gen- 
eral Baird's  left  and  rear,  and  thus  secure  our  left  from  assault.  During  the 
night  the  troops  threw  up  temporary  breastworks  of  logs,  and  prepared  for  the  en- 
counter which  all  anticipated  would  come  off"  the  next  day.  Although  in- 
formed by  note,  from  General  Rosecrans's  headquarters,  that  Negley's  division 
would  be  sent  immediately  to  take  post  on  my  left,  it  had  not  arrived  at  7  a. 
m.  on  the  20th»  and  I  sent  Captain  Willard,  of  my  stafi*,  to  General  Negley  to 
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urge  him  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  to  point  out  Iiis  position  to  him. 
General  Negley,  in  his  official  report,  mentions  that  he  received  this  order 
through  Captain  Willard  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  20th,  and  that  he  immediately  com- 
menced withdrawing  his  division  for  that  purpose,  when  the  enemy  was  reported 
to  be  massing  a  heavy  force  in  his  front,  sharply  engaging  his  skirmishers,  and 
that  he  was  directed  by  General  Rosecrans  to  hold  his  position  until  relieved 
by  some  other  command.     General  Beatty's  brigade,  however,  was  sent  under 
guidance  of  Captain  Willard,  who  took  it  to  its  position,  and  it  went  into  action 
immediately.      The  enemy   at   that   time   commenced   a  furious   assault  on 
Baird's  left,  and  partially  succeeded  in  gaining  his  rear.     Beatty,  meeting  with 
superior  numbers,  was  compelled  to  fall  back  until  relieved  by  the  fire  of  sev- 
eral regiments  of  Palmer's  reserve,  which  I  had  ordered  to  the  support  of  the 
left,  being  placed  in  position  by  General  Baird,  and  which  regiments,  with  the 
co-operation  of  Van  Deever's  brigade  of  Brannan's  division,  and  a  portion  of 
Stanley's  brigade  of  Negley's  division,  drove  the  enemy  entirely  from  Baird's 
left  and  rear.     General  Baird  being  still  hardly  pressed  in  front,  I  ordered  Gen- 
eral Wood,  who  had  just  reported  to  me  in  person,  to  send  one  of  the  brigades  of 
his  division  to  General  Baird.     He  replied  that  his  division  had  been  ordered  by 
General  Rosecrans  to  support  Reynolds's  right,  but  that  if  I  would  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  changing  his  orders,  he  would  cheerfully  obey  them,  and  sent  Barnes's 
brigades,  the  head  of  which  had  just  reached  my  position.    General  Wood  then  left 
me  to  rejoin  the  remainder  of  his  division,  which  was  still  coming  up.     To  pre- 
vent a  repetition  of  this  attack  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  I  directed  Captain 
Gaw,  chief  topographical  officer  on  my  staff,  to  go  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  troops  on  the  left  and  rear  of  Baird's  and  direct  him  to  mass  as  much  artil- 
lery on  the  slopes  of  Missionary  ridge,  west  of  the  State  road,  as  he  could  con- 
veniently spare  from  his  lines,  supported  strongly  by  infantry,  so  as  to  sweep 
the  ground  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Baird's  position.     This  ordei  General  Negley, 
in  his  official  report,  mentions  having  received  through  Captain  Gaw,  but  from 
his  description  of  the  position  he  assumed,  he  must  have  misunderstood  my 
order,  and  instead  of  massing  the  artillery  near  Baird's  left,  it  was  posted  on 
the  right  of  Brannan's  division,  nearly  in  rear  of  Reynolds's  right.     At  the  time 
the  assault  just  described  was  made  on  Baird,  the  enemy  attacked  Johnson, 
Palmer,  and  Reynolds,  with  equal  fierceness,  which  was  continued  at  least  two 
hours,  making  assault  after  assault  with  fresh  troops,  which  were  met  by  our  troops 
with  a  most  determined  coolness  and  deliberation.      The  enemy  having  ex- 
hausted his  utmost  energies  to  di:?lodge  us,  he  appai*ently  fell   back  entirely 
from  our  front,  and  we  were  not  disturbed  again  until  near  night,  after  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  to  Rodsville  had  commenced.     Just  before  the  repulbe  of 
the  enemy  on  our  left.  General  Beatty  came  to  me  for  fresh  troops,  in  person, 
stating  that  most  of  those  I  had  sent  to  him  had  gone  back  to  the  rear  and 
right,  and  he  was  anxious  to  get  at  least  another  brigade  before  they  attacked 
him  again.     I  immediately  sent  Captain  Kellogg  to  hurry  up  General  Sheridan, 
whose  division  I  had  been  informed  would  be  sent  to  me.     About  2  p.  m.. 
hearing  heavy  firing  to  my  right  and  rear  through  the  woods,  very  soon  after 
Captain  Kellogg  left  me,  I  turned  in  that  direction  and  was  riding  to  the  slope  of 
the  hill  in  my  rear  to  ascertain  the  cause.     Just  as  I  passed  out  of  the  woods, 
bordering  the  State  road,  I  met  Captain  Kellogg  returning,  who  reported  to  me 
that  in  attempting  to  reach  General  Sheridan  he  had  met  a  large  force  in  an 
open  coriifield  to  the  rear  of  Reynolds's  position,  advancing  cautiously,  with  a 
strong  line  of  skirmishers  thrown  out  to  their  front,  and  that  they  had  fired  on 
him  and  forced  him  to  return.     He  had  reported  this  to  Colonel  Harker,  com- 
manding a  brigade  of  Wood's  division,  posted  on  a  ridge  a  short  distance  to  the 
rear  of  Reynolds's  position,  who  also  saw  this  force  advancing,  but,  with  Cap- 
tain Kellogg,  was  of  the  opinion  that  they  might  be  Sheridan's  troops  coming 
to  our  assistance.     I  rode  forward  to  Colonel  Harker's  position,  and  told  bun 
that,  although  1  was  expecting  Sheridan  from  that  divecVioiit  Si  \Jdl<^^  Ve^^'^ 
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fired  on  him,  seeing  Lis  flag,  he  must  return  their  fire,  and  resist  their  further  ad- 
vance. He  immediately  ordered  his  skirmishers  to  commence  firing,  and  took 
up  a  position  with  his  brigade  on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  a  short  distance  to  his  right 
and  rear,  placing  his  right  in  connexion  with  Brannau's  division,  and  portions 
of  Beatty's  and  Stanley's  brigades  of  Negley's  division,  which  had  been  retired 
to  that  point,  from  the  left,  as  circumstantially  narrated  in  the  report  of  General 
John  Beatty  and  Colonel  Stanley;  I  then  rode  to  the  east  of  the  hill  referred  to 
above.  On  my  way  I  met  General  Wood,  who  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion 
that  the  troops  advancing  upon  us  were  the  enemy,  although  we  were  not 
then  aware  of  the  disaster  to  the  right  and  centre  of  our  army.  1  then  directed 
him  to  place  his  division  on  the  prolongation  of  Brannau's,  who,  I  bad  ascer- 
tained from  Hood,  was  on  the  top  of  the  hill  above  referred  to,  and  to  resist 
the  further  advance  of  the  enemy  as  long  as  possible.  I  sent  my  aid.  Captain 
Kellogg,  to  notify  General  Reynolds  that  our  right  had  been  turned,  and  that 
the  enemy  was  in  his  rear,  and  in  force.  General  Wood  barely  had  time  to  dis- 
pose his  troops  on  the  left  of  Brannan  before  another  of  those  fierce  assaults, 
similar  to  those  made  in  the  morning  on  my  lines,  was  made  on  him  and  Bran- 
nan  combined,  and  kept  up  by  the  enemy,  throwing  in  fresh  troops  as  fast  as 
those  in  their  front  were  driven  back,  until  near  nightfall.  About  the  time  that 
Wood  took  up  his  position.  General  Gordon  Granger  appeared  on  my  left  flank  at 
the  head  of  Steedroan's  division  of  his  corps.  1  immediately  despatched  a  staff 
oflGlcer,  Captain  Johnson,  second  Indiana  cavalry,  of  Negley's  division,  to  him 
with  orders  to  push  forward  and  take  position  on  Brannan's  right,  which  order 
was  complied  with,  with  the  greatest  promptness  and  alacrity,  Steedman  moving 
his  division  into  position  with  almost  as  much  precision  as  if  on  drill,  and  fight- 
ing his  way  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  Brannan's  right,  moved  forward  his 
artillery  and  drove  the  enemy  down  the  southern  slope,  inflicting  on  him  a 
most  terrible  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  This  opportune  arrival  of  fresh  troops 
revived  the  flagging  spirits  of  our  men  on  the  right,  and  inspired  them  with  new 
ardor  for  the  contest.  Every  assault  of  the  enemy  from  that  time  until  night- 
fall was  repulsed  in  the  most  gallant  style  by  the  whole  line.  By  this  time  the 
ammunition  in  the  boxes  of  the  men  was  reduced,  on  an  average,  to  two  or  three 
rounds  per  man,  and  my  ammunition  trains  having  been  unfortunately  ordered 
to  the  rear  by  some  unauthorized  person,  we  should  have  been  entirely  without 
ammunition  in  a  very  short  time  had  not  a  small  supply  come  up  with  General 
Steedman's  command.  This  being  distributed  among  the  troops,  gave  them  about 
ten  rounds  per  man.  General  Garfield,  chief  of  staff  of  General  Rosecrant*,  reached 
this  position  about  4  p.  m.,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Thruston,  of 
McCook's  staff,  and  Captains  Gaw  and  Barker,  of  my  staff,  who  had  been  sent 
to  the  rear  to  bring  back  the  ammunition,  if  possible.  General  Garfield  gave 
me  the  first  reliable  information  that  the  right  and  centre  of  our  own  army  had 
been  driven,  and  of  its  condition  at  that  time.  I  soon  after  received  a  despatch 
from  General  Rosecrans,  directing  me  to  assume  command  of  all  the  forces,  and 
with  Crittenden  and  McCook  take  a  strong  position  and  assume  a  threatening 
attitude  at  Rossville,  sending  the  unorganized  forces  to  Ciiattanooga  for  reorgani- 
zation, stating  that  he  would  examine  the  ground  at  Chattanooga,  and  then 
join  me ;  also,  that  he  had  sent  out  rations  and  ammunition  to  meet  me  at 
Rossville.  I  determined  to  hold  the  postion  until  nightfall,  if  possible,  in  the 
mean  time  sending  Captains  Barker  and  Kellogg  to  distribute  the  ammunition — 
Major  Lawrence,  my  chief  of  artillery,  having  been  previously  sent  to  notify 
the  different  commanders  that  ammunition  would  be  supplied  them  shortly.  As 
soon  as  they  reported  the  distribution  of  the  ammunition,  I  directed  Captain 
Willard  to  inform  the  division  commanders  to  prepare  to  withdraw  their  com- 
mands as  soon  as  they  received  orders.  At  5.30  p.  m.  Captain  Barker,  com- 
manding my  escort,  was  sent  to  notify  General  Reynolds  to  commence  the 
movement,  and  I  left  the  position  behind  General  Wood's  command  to  meet 
Reynolds  and  point  out  to  him  the  position  where  I  wished  him  to  fonn  line  to 


BEPOBT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS,  49 

cover  tbe  retirement  of  the  other  troops  on  the  left.  In  passing  through  an 
open  woods  bordering  on  tbe  State  road,  and  between  my  last  and  Reynolds's 
position,  I  was  cautioned  by  a  couple  of  soldiers,  who  bad  been  to  bunt  water, 
that  there  was  a  large  rebel  force  in  these  woods,  drawn  up  in  line  and  advancing 
towards  me.  Just  at  this  time  I  saw  the  head  of  Reynolds's  column  approaching, 
and  calling  to  the  general  himself,  directed  him  to  form  line  perpendicular  to  the 
State  road,  changing  tbe  bead  of  his  column  to  tbe  left,  with  his  right  resting 
on  that  road,  and  to  charge  tbe  enemy,  who  were  then  in  bis  immediate  front. 
This  movement  was  made  with  the  utmost  promptitude,  and  facing  to  the  right 
whilst  on  the  march.  Turchin  threw  bis  brigade  upon  tbe  rebel  force,  routing 
them,  and  driving  them  in  utter  confusion  entirely  beyond  Baird's  left.  In  this 
splendid  advance  more  than  200  prisoners  were  captured  and  sent  to  the  rear. 
Colonel  Robinson,  commanding  the  twentieth  brigade  Reynolds's  division,  followed 
closely  upon  Turchin,  and  I  posted  bim  on  the  road  leading  through  the  ridge  to 
hold  tbe  ground  whilst  the  troops  on  our  right  and  left  passed  by.  In  a  few 
moments  General  Willicb,  commanding  a  brigade  of  Johnson's  division,  reported 
to  me  that  his  brigade  was  in  position  on  a  commanding  piece  of  ground  to  the 
right  of  the  ridge  road.  I  directed  him  to  report  to  General  Reynolds,  and 
assist  in  covering  the  retirement  of  the  troops.  Turcbin's  brigade,  after  driving 
the  enemy  a  mile  and  a  half,  was  reassembled,  and  took  its  position  on  the  ridge 
road,  with  Robinson  and  Willicb.  These  dispositions  being  made,  I  sent  orders 
to  Geaerals  Wood,  Brannan,  and  Granger  to  withdraw  from  their  positions. 
Johnson's  and  Baird's  divisions  were  attacked  at  the  moment  of  retiring,  but  by 
being  prepared,  retired  without  confusion,  or  any  serious  losses.  General  Palmer 
was  also  attacked  whilst  retiring.  Gross's  brigade  was  thrown  into  some  confa- 
sion,  but  Creeft's  brigade  came  off  in  good  style,  both,  however,  with  little  loss. 
I  then  proceeded  to  Rossville,  accompanied  by  Generals  Garfield  and  Gordon 
Granger,  and  immediately  prepared  to  place  the  troops  in  position  at  that  point. 
One  brigade  of  Negley's  division  was  posted  in  tbe  gap,  on  tbe  Ringold  road, 
and  two  brigades  on  tbe  top  of  the  ridge  to  the  right  of  tbe  road,  adjoining  the 
brigade  in  the  road  ;  Reynolds's  division  on  the  right  of  Negley's  and  reach- 
ing to  tbe  Dry  Valley  road;  Brannan's  division  in  the  rear  of  Reynolds's  right, 
as  a  reserve;  McGook's  corps  on  the  right  of  tbe  Dry  Valley  road,  and  stretching 
towards  tbe  west,  his  right  reaching  nearly  to  Chattanooga  creek  ;  Crittenden's 
entire  corps  was  posted  on  the  heights  to  the  left  of  the  Ringold  road,  with 
Steedman's  division  of  Granger's  corps  in  reserve  behind  his  left ;  Baird's 
division  in  reserve,  and  in  supporting  distance  of  the  brigade  in  tbe  gap ; 
McGook's  brigade  of  Granger's  corps  was  also  posted  as  a  reserve  to  the  brigade 
of  Negley's  on  tbe  top  of  tbe  ridge,  to  tbe  right  of  tbe  road ;  Minty's  brigade 
of  cavalry  was  on  the  Ringold  road,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  in  advance  of 
tbe  gap.  About  10  a.  m.  on  the  21st,  received  a  message  from  Minty  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  on  bim  with  a  strong  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  I 
directed  bim  to  retire  through  the  gap,  and  post  his  command  on  our  left  flank, 
and  throw  out  strong  reconnoitring  parties  across  tbe  ridge  to  observe  and 
report  any  movements  of  tbe  enemy  on  our  left  front.  From  information 
received  from  citizens,  I  was  convinced  that  tbe  position  was  untenable  in 
tbe  face  of  the  odds  we  had  opposed  to  us,  as  tbe  enemy  could  easily  concen- 
trate upon  our  right  flank,  which,  if  driven,  would  expose  our  centre  and  left 
to  be  cut  entu-ely  off  from  our  communications.  I  therefore  advised  tbe 
commanding  general  to  concentrate  tbe  troops  at  Chattanooga.  About  tbe 
time  I  made  tbe  suggestion  to  withdraw,  the  enemy  made  a  demonstration  in 
tbe  direct  road,  but  were  soon  repulsed.  In  anticipation  of  this  order  to  con- 
centrate at  Chattanooga,  I  sent  for  tbe  corps  commanders,  and  gave  such 
general  instructions  as  would  enable  them  to  prepare  their  commands  for 
making  the  movement  without  confusion.  All  wagons,  ambulances,  and  surplus 
artillery  carriages  were  sent  to  the  rear  before  night.  The  order  for  the  with- 
T 4 
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drawal  being  received  about  6  p.  m.,  the  movement  commenced  at  9  p.  m.,  in 
the  following  order :  strong  Bkirmish  lines,  under  the  direction  of  judicious  officers^ 
were  thrown  out  to  the  front  of  each  division  to  cover  this  movement,  with  direc- 
tions to  retire  at  daylight,  deployed  and  in  supporting  distance,  the  whole  to  be 
supported  by  the  first  division  14th  army  corps,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Major  General  llousseau,  assisted  by  Muely's  brigade  of  cavalry,  which  was  to 
follow  after  the  skirmishers.  Crittenden's  corps  was  to  move  from  the  mills  to 
the  left  of  the  road  at  9  p.  m.,  followed  by  Steedman's  division.  Next  Negley's 
division  was  to  withdraw  at  10  p.  m. ;  then  Reynolds,  McCook's  corps,  by  divi- 
sions, from  left  to  right,  moving  within  supporting  distance  one  after  the  other ; 
Brannan's  was  posted  at  6  p.  m.,  on  the  road  about  half-way  between  Rossville 
and  Chattanooga  to  cover  the  movement.  The  troops  were  withdrawn  in  a  quiet, 
orderly  manner,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  and  by  7  a.  m.,  on  the  22d, 
were  in  their  positions  in  front  of  Chattanooga,  which  had  been  assigned  to 
them  previous  to  their 'arrival,  and  which  they  now  occupy,  covered  by  strong 
intreiichments  thrown  up  on  the  day  of  our  arrival,  and  strengthened,  from  day 
to  day,  until  they  were  considered  sufficiently  strong  for  all  defensive  purposes. 
I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  com- 
manders for  the  names  of  those  of  their  respective  commands  who  distinguished 
themselves.  Among  them  I  am  much  gratified  to  find  the  names  of  Colonel  F. 
Van  Derveer,  thirty-fifth  Ohio,  commanding  third  brigade,  and  Colonel  John 
T.  Croxton,  fourth  Kentucky,  commanding  second  brigade,  Brannan's  division, 
both  of  whom  I  saw  on  Saturday,  and  can  confirm  the  reports  given  of  them  by 
their  division  commander.  Colonel  B.  F.  Scribner,  thirty-eighth  Indiana,  com- 
manding first  brigade,  Baird's  division,  was  on  the  right  of  that  division  on 
Saturday  morning,  when  it  was  attacked  in  flank  by  an  overwhelming  force  of 
the  enemy  and  driven  back ;  yet  Colonel  Scribner  was  enabled  to  rally  and 
reorganize  it  without  the  least  difficulty,  as  soon  as  supported  by  Johnson's 
division.  All  the  troops  under  my  immediate  command  fought  most  gallantly 
on  battle  days,  and  were  ably  handled  by  their  respective  commanders,  viz.. 
Major  Generals  Palmer  and  Reynolds,  and  Brigadier  Generals  Brannan,  Johnson, 
and  Baird,  on  Saturday,  and  on  Sunday,  in  the  afternoon,  in  addition  to  the  above. 
Major  General  Gordon  Granger,  commanding  reserve  corps,  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Wood,  commanding  first  division  21st  army  corps,  who,  with  two  brigades 
of  his  division,  under  their  brave  commanders.  Colonels  Harkerand  Buell,  most 
nobly  sustained  Braunan's  left,  while  Brigadier  General  Steedman,  commanding 
a  division  of  the  reserve  corps,  as  valiantly  maintained  his  right.  Colonel  Dan 
McCook,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  reserve  corps,  and  left  by  General  Gran- 
ger, near  McDaniel's  house,  in  a  commanding  position,  kept  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry  at  bay  while  hovering  on  Baird's  left,  and  with  his  battery 
materially  aided  Turchin's  handsome  charge  on  the  enemy,  who  had  closed  in 
on  our  left.  Brigadier  General  Willich,  commanding  a  brigade  of  Johnson's 
division  on  Saturday,  in  the  attack,  and  especially  on  Sunday,  nobly  sustained 
his  reputation  as  a  soldier.  Brigadier  General  J  no.  Beatty  and  Colonel  F.  R. 
Stanley,  commanding  brigades  of  Negley's  division,  bravely  supported  Baird's 
left  in  the  morning  of  Sunday.  Colonel  Stanley  being  struck  by  the  fragments 
of  a  shell  and  disabled  in  the  afternoon,  the  brigade  fought  with  Brannan's  divi- 
sion, under  the  command  of  Colonel  W.  L.  Stoughton,  eleventh  Michigan.  Colonel 
J.  G.  Parkhurst,  commanding  ninth  Michigan  volunteers,  and  provost  marshal 
14th  army  corps,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  did  most  valuable  service  on  the 
20th,  in  arresting  stragglers  and  reorganizing  the  troops  which  had  been  driven 
from  the  field.  His  report  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  special  reference  made 
thereto  for  particulars. 

I  also  tender  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  the  servicca  they 
rendered  me.  To  Lieutenant  Colonel  G.  £.  Flynt,  my  assistant  adjutant  general; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  J.  Mackey,  chief  quartermaster ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
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R.  Panl,  chief  commissaiy  of  subsiBtence,  who,  although  not  present  on  the  field  of 
battle,  were  discharging  their  duties  in  their  respective  departments  entirely  to  my 
eatisfaction ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  Von  Schrader,  seventy-fourth  Ohio,  assistant 
inspector  general,  who  rendered  most  efficient  service  as  aide-de-camp  during  the 
first  day's  fight,  and  who  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  while 
in  discharge  of  his  duty;  Major  W.  E.  Lawrence,  first  Ohio  artillery,  my  chief 
of  artillery,  Captains  J.  P.  WiHard  and  S.  C.  Kellogg,  aides-de-camp ;  Captain 
J.  D.  Barker,  first  Ohio  cavalry,  commanding  my  escort ;  Captain  W.  B.  Gaw, 
chief  topographical  officer  14th  army  corps,  as  also  the  signal  officers  of  the  corps, 
who  did  duty  on  the  field  as  aids,  were  of  great  assistance  in  conducting  the 
operations  of  my  command.  Surgeons  F.  H.  Grass,  medical  director,  and  H.  0. 
Barn'll,  medical  purveyor,  were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  relieve  the  wants  of 
the  wounded ;  Dr.  Grass  was  wounded  early  in  the  engagement,  Sunday,  but 
continued  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties ;  Captain  G.  C.  Moody,  nineteenth  United 
States  infantry,  commanding  musters,  also  rendered  efficient  service  as  aide-de- 
camp ;  Captain  Johnson,  second  Indiana  cavalry,  of  General  Negley's  staff,  and 
Captain  T.  C.  Williams,  nineteenth  United  States  infantry,  of  General  Baird's 
staff,  having  been  cut  off  from  their  respective  commanders,  reported  to  me  for 
duty,  and  were  of  great  assistance  as  aids. 

I  submit  herewith  annexed  a  consolidated  report  of  the  casualties  of  the  14th 
army  corps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  n.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  Vols.,  Commajiding. 

Brigadier  General  J.  A.  Garfield, 

Chief  of  iStaff,  Department  of  Cumberland, 


Summary  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missiftg  in  the  lith  army  corps,  during  the 
battles  of  tlie  l^tk  and  20^^  September,  1863. 
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Respectfullj  submitted : 


True  oop7 : 


GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  Gentral  U.S.  V.^  CommanMng. 

HXADQDAKTXK5  F0URTF.K5TH  ARMT  CORP9, 

Ckamanoogm,  Ttnn.,  Octoher  \\,  1863. 
&  C.  KELLOGG. 

Brntt  Major  and  A.  D.  C. 


Heaih^uarters  Fihat  Division  14th  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,   Tenn,,  September,  1863. 

CoLOXEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  division,  from  the  2d  of  September,  when  we  moved  from  our  camp 
on  Crow  creek  to  cross  the  Tennessee  river,  to  the  22d,  when  we  reached 
this  place. 

The  reports  of  the  battles  are  made  separate,  and  in  detail. 

I  marched  from  the  point  above  mentioned  on  the  2d  instant,  and  concen- 
trated my  force  near  Bridgeport,  but  was  unable,  from  the  great  accumulation  of 
materials,  troops,  and  trains,  as  well  as  the  frequent  breaking  of  the  bridge,  to 
pass  the  river  until  the  4th.  I  then  crossed  without  an  accident  or  moment  of 
delay,  occupying  the  day  in  so  doing,  and  encamped  at  night  near  the  south 
end  of  the  bridge.  Upon  the  5th  I  moved  to  Morse's  spring,  at  the  foot  of 
Sand  mountain,  but  was  delayed  there  until  night  by  trains  of  other  divisions 
in  advance  of  me.  On  the  6th,  after  a  day  of  hard  labor,  I  got  my  troopci,  ar- 
tillery, and  wagons,  upon  the  mountains,  and  la(e  at  night  went  into  camp  at 
Warren's  mill,  four  miles  from  the  summit.  On  tlie  7th  I  moved  on,  descended 
the  mountain  again,  detained  by  troops  and  trains  in  our  front,  and  leaving  the 
seventy -ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers  to  work  the  road  down  the  mountain, 
encamped  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night  in  Lookout  valley  at  the  junction  of  Look- 
out and  Hurricane  creeks.  On  the  8th  and  9th  I  remained  in  camp  waiting 
for  General  Negley,  in  front,  to  get  over  Lookout  mountain.  On  the  lOtb,  in 
obedience  to  orders  to  unite  with  General  Negley  in  McLamoore*s  cave,  I  la- 
bored hard  during  the  whole  day,  and  at  10  o'clock  at  night  had  only  got  my 
troops,  artillery,  and  a  portion  of  my  train  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  in  Ste- 
vens's Gap,  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  rest  of  the  train  on  the  summit,  with 
a  regiment  to  guard  it.  On  the  11th  I  moved  forward  with  the  portion  of  my 
force  present,  and  joined  General  Negley  near  the  entrance  to  Dug  Gap,  in  Pid- 
geon  mountain.  We  here  had  an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  which  forms  the 
subject  of  a  separate  report,  hereto  attached,  and  at  night  fell  back  to  Stevens's 
Gap.    During  the  12th  my  men,  having  been  under  arms  all  night,  and  having 
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no  Bleep  for  two  nights,  were  still  kept  in  position,  a  waiting  an  attack  from 
tbe  enemy.  General  Brannan  came  up  during  the  day,  and  taking  Colonel 
Scribner'8  brigade,  I  united  with  him  in  a  reconnoissance  to  Dug  Gap,  and  re- 
turned at  night.  During  the  13th,  14th,  15th,  and  16th  we  remained  in  camp 
at  Stevens's  Gap  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Major  Genei*al  McCook,  the  first  of 
whose  division  arrived  on  the  16th.  On  the  17th  we  marched  to  Biid's  mills, 
on  Cbickamauga  creek,  and  encamped  between  there  and  Owen's  ford.  On 
the  18th  received  orders  in  the  afternoon  to  march  to  the  left  hy  way  of  Craw- 
fish springs,  which  place  we  reached  about  midnight,  and  there  received  or- 
ders for  our  disposition  next  day.  On  the  19th  and  20th  were  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  the  events  being  reported  separately  in  the  reports  herewith  an- 
nexed. On  the  21  St,  aft;er  collecting  oar  force  at  Rossville,  we  fell  back  to  this 
place,  bringing  in  the  pickets  and  covering  the  retreat  We  reached  here  on 
Monday,  the  22d  instant. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIRD, 
Brigadier  General  Comtnanding. 
Lientenant  Colonel  Geo.  E.  Flynt, 

AssiUant  Adjutanl  General,  Head^uartert  l^lh  Army  Corps. 


IIbadquartbrs  First  Division  14th  Army  Corps, 

Stevens's  Gap,  Ga.y  September  11,  1863. 
Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  major  general  commanding,  I 
moved  on  the  10th  instant,  with  the  first  and  second  brigades  of  my  division, 
from  Johnson's  creek,  Lookout  valley,  to  cross  Lookout  mountain,  and  unite 
with  Major  General  Negley's  command,  then  at  or  slightly  in  advance  of  this 
place.  With  much  difficulty  and  great  labor  I  succeeded,  by  nine  o'clock  p. 
m.,  in  getting  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  with  three  regiments  of  General  Stark- 
weather's brigade,  the  first  and  twenty-first  Wisconsin,  and  twenty-fourth  Illinois, 
and  his  battery ;  also  a  portion  of  my  transportation  train  and  four  regiments  of 
Colonel  Scribner's  brigade,  the  thirty-third  and  ninety-fourth  Ohio,  the  thirty- 
eighth  Indiana  and  tenth  Wisconsin,  together  with  the  first  Michigan  battery. 
The  remainder  of  the  division  was  in  rear,  employed  either  in  guarding  trains  or 
depots,  or  other  important  duty,  so  that  I  had  with  me  about  2,800  men.  On  my 
arrival  here  I  received  intelligence  from  General  Negley,  who  bad  moved  forward 
in  the  morning,  to  the  e£fect  that  he  had  driven  the  enemy  before  him  during  the 
day  and  had  gut  up  quite  close  to  Dug  Gap,  on  the  road  to  Lafayette;  that  he  here 
met  with  a  strong  resistance,  perhaps  too  great  for  his  force  to  overcome,  and  at 
the  same  time  that  he  had  learned  of  a  large  rebel  force  with  12  pieces  of  artillery 
on  bis  left  flank,  lower  down  the  valley.  The  communication  expressed  anxiety 
for  the  safety  of  his  own  party,  and  a  wish  that  I  should  move  forward  as  rap- 
idly as  possible.  The  fact  of  a  rebel  force,  both  of  artillery  and  infantry,  be- 
ing near  us  down  the  valley,  was  likewise  reported  to  me  by  citizens  of  credi- 
bility. In  the  condition  in  which  I  was,  with  a  portion  of  my  train  at  the  fi>ot 
and  the  rest  on  the  mountain,  requiring  a  guard  to  protect  it  from  approach  by 
way  of  Cooper's  Gap,  I  felt  somewhat  embarrassed.  I  sent  word,  however,  to 
General  Negley,  suggesting  that  if  he  believed  in  the  reports  regarding  the 
forces  opposed  to  us,  that  it  might  be  better  for  him  to  fall  back  upon  me  at  this 
place,  where  wo  could  defend  ourselves  and  trains  until  other  forces  could 
arrive ;  nevertheless,  that  if  he  thought  otherwise  I  would  march  at  3  o'clock  in 
the  morning  with  the  force  at  hand  and  join  him.  This  he  replied  would  be 
satisfactory.  As  soon  as  possible  after  3  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  llth  instant  I 
moved  forward,  taking  everything  with  me,  as  I  was  not  able  to  leave  a  guard 
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iyr  it  here.  At  about  8  o'clock  I  reached  General  Negley's  headquartere,  al 
the  widow  Davis's  house.  All  then  appeared  to  be  quiet,  and  I  soon  after 
started  with  him  to  ride  around  his  lines,  so  as  to  acquire  some  knowledge  of  the 
country.  Genera]  Negley  upon  this  ride  explained  to  me  that  his  left  flank  and 
rear  were  in  danger,  and  that  he  intended  drawing  back  some  portion  of  his 
force  from  the  front  beyond  the  creek  to  prolong  our  line  to  the  left  and  rear, 
and  that  he  wished  me  to  occupy  with  my  troops  the  position  from  which  he 
would  withdraw  his.  Returning  from  this  ride  we  were  informed  that  firing 
had  commenced  in  the  front,  and  we  at  once  rode  to  the  spot.  About  half  a 
mile  beyond  (eastward)  the  widow  Davis's  house,  beyond  the  woods,  and  with 
open  fields  in  front,  our  line  of  infantry  and  artillery  was  formed  ;  the  right 
resting  upon  the  Dug  Gap  road,  supported  by  skirmishers  in  a  wood  xiptm  the 
other  side  of  the  road,  extending  one-fourth  of  a  mile  further,  as  far  as  Shaw's 
house  ;  our  main  line  curved  over  the  ridge  to  the  Chattanooga  road,  and  thenc« 
fell  back  to  the  left  and  rear,  being  for  the  greater  part  of  its  extent  in  the 
^  woods  ;  in  front  of  our  right  our  line  of  skirmishers  occupied  some  woods  be- 
yond the  open  ground  about  800  yards  from  our  line  of  battle.  Just  as  we  ar- 
rived upon  the  ground  our  skirmishers  were  driven  back  some  200  yards  from 
the  woods  and  took  shelter  behind  a  fence.  The  enemy  then  had  the  advan- 
tage, and  his  fire  was  quite  sharp,  but  indicated  nothing  serious.  Attracted  by 
the  appearance  of  mounted  oflScers  in  the  line,  many  shots  were  directed  towards 
them  with  much  accuracy,  notwithstanding  the  distance,  and  one  passing  quite 
near,  inflicted  a  serious  if  not  fatal  wound  upon  my  orderly,  just  in  rear.  We 
then  returned  to  General  Negley's  headquarters,  and  1  to  get  my  men  under 
arms  and  to  remove  my  wagons,  which  I  found  to  be  too  much  exposed,  to  a 
more  secure  locality.  I  was  about  the  same  time  told  by  General  Negley  that 
a  large  force  was  coming  towards  us  from  Blue  Bird  Gap,  and  his  informant  said 
within  three-quarters  of  a  mile ;  also  that  the  enemy  was  working  around  our 
left,  and  that  he  must  make  his  new  dispositions  at  once.  I  threw,  as  speedily 
as  possible,  my  seven  regiments  on  the  line  extending  from  the  Dug  Gap  road 
to  the  Chattanooga  road,  relieving  those  of  General  Negley.  The  line  was  so 
extended  that  it  left  me  nothing  with  which  to  guard  or  support  my  right  fiank 
had  it  been  heavily  attacked.  This  was  the  portion  of  our  line  then  immedi- 
ately under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  the  replacement  of  General 
Negley's  men  by  my  own,  and  throwing  out  a  new  line  of  skirmishers,  was  an 
operation  of  some  delicacy ;   but,  thanks  to  the  skill  of  my  commanders,  and  the 

f»od  instructions  of  the  men,  was  performed  without  a  mishap.  Hardly  had 
got  my  men  in  position,  when  General  Negley  informed  me  that  if  his  inform- 
ation became  more  threaterring  he  should  fall  back  and  take  up  a  new  position 
on  the  Missionary  ridge.  He  asked  what  I  thought  of  it,  and  I  replied  that  I 
concuiTed  with  him,  and  mentioned  my  suggestion  of  the  night  before,  that  he 
should  fall  back  to  me  at  Stevens's  Gap.  The  plan  he  adopted  was  to  form  a 
second  line  with  a  portion  of  his  troops,  on  the  first  rise  west  of  the  creek,  and 
to  pass  his  trains  to  the  rear  to  be  followed  by  mine.  Then  I  was  to  withdraw 
and  form  again  a  third  line  upon  Missionary  ridge.  It  was  immediately  put  in 
operation  and  rapidly  executed.  The  enemy  saw,  without  doubt,  the  movement 
of  our  trains  to  the  rear,  and  hastened  the  collection  of  troops  in  the  woods  to 
assail  both  of  my  flanks.  The  sequel  showed  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
throw  a  strong  force  upon  widow  Davis's  house,  where  it  would  have  been 
one-half  mile  in  rear  of  my  right  flank.  I  was  not  aware  of  this  at  the  time, 
but  had  made  preparations  to  draw  troops  from  the  other  flank  to  me  in  such 
a  contingency.  The  trains  having  all  passed,  I  prepared  to  bring  back  my 
troops,  the  line  first,  and  then  the  skirmishers,  each  500  yards  at  a  time,  pivoting 
on  my  left,  already  on  the  Chattanooga  road,  and  swinging  around  to  reform 
our  line  at  the  cross-roads.  To  do  this  successfully  required  a  complete  nnder- 
Btanding  between  the  commanders,  and  as  my  regiments  were  all  in  a  dense 
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wood  wbere  one  could  not  see  the  length  of  a  regiment,  it  required  a  litde  time 
to  put  it  in  operation.  I  had  barely  commenced,  when  General  Negley  sent 
word  that  I  could  not  get  my  men  over  the  creek  too  Boon,  and  I  hastened  ac- 
cordingly. Our  line  was  formed  with  regularity,  by  columns  of  battalions,  and 
I  then  sent  all  my  artillery  to  the  rear,  afterward  the  remaining  troops  of  Gen- 
eral Negley,  and  then  directed  Colonel  Scribner  to  retire  by  regiments  from  his 
left.  They  then  passed  through  a  wood  by  which  the  movement  was  concealed. 
This  completed,  General  Starkweather  was  left  at  the  cross  roads  with  three 
regiments,  and  at  the  same  time  the  plans  of  the  enemy  developed  themselves, 
but  a  little  too  late  to  do  us  much  damage.  A  battery,  planted  on  our  left, 
out  of  sight  on  the  prolongation  of  the  Chattanooga  road,  attempted  to  shell 
these  regiments,  but  not  seeing  them  the  shells  passed  over.  Simultaneously  a 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers  pushed  out  into  the  field  on  right  of  Dug  Gap  road, 
and  beyond  Bird  Gap  road,  under  cover  of  which  a  double  line  of  battle  was 
formed  and  advanced.  Our  men  fell  back,  covered  by  the  skirmishers,  to  the 
creek,  and  there  a  brief  but  sharp  contest  took  place.  The  enemy  pressed  on 
vigorously,  but  being  repulsed  by  the  fire  of  our  men,  many  of  whom  had 
taken  position  behind  a  stone  fence,  we  had  time  to  retire  behind  the  second  line. 
In  passing  Colonel  Scribner,  I  had  been  ordered  by  Geflieral  Negley  to  move  on 
with  train  to  Bailey's  cross  roads,  and  there  take  position,  while  General  Stark- 
weather was  to  be  posted  in  line  of  the  road,  upon  Missionary  ridge.  A  brig- 
ade of  Greneral  Negley 's  men  was  upon  the  north,  thus  forming  the  third  and 
last  line  we  established.  The  only  portion  of  my  command  in  the  second  line 
was  the  fourth  Indiana  battery,  which  was  supported  by  regiments  from  Gen- 
eral Negley's  division,  and  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  repulse  of  the 
ewemy,  who,  supported  by  a  heavy  fire  from  his  batteries,  charged  boldly  upon 
the  second  line.  The  third  line  having  been  established,  the  second  retired  be- 
hind it,  and  was  no  longer  molested.  The  third  fell  back  gradually,  and  night 
coming  on  I  drew  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Mihalotz  (24th  Illinois)  into  the 
road  and  remained  with  it  in  rear  until  we  reached  this  place.  General  Negley, 
in  advance,  had  selected  a  position  for  the  troops,  anticipating  a  renewal  of  the 
att  ick  in  the  morning,  and  thus  closed  the  events  of  the  day.  These  opera- 
tions, while  of  too  unimportant  a  character  to  be  dignified  by  the  name  of  a  bat- 
tle, and  really  not  sufHcient  to  test  the  mettle  of  my  troops,  who  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  pushed  further  still,  presented  occasions  of  a  severe  trial  to 
the  parties  involved,  as  a  general  engagement.  I  claim  for  my  command  the 
credit  of  having  handsomely  performed  the  difficult  military  operation  of  retir- 
ing, step  by  step,  in  good  order,  while  constantly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  It 
is  an  evidence  of  what  may  be  expected  from  these  men  in  the  future. 
They  hav^e  my  highest  commendation,  and  I  trust  their  conduct  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  major  general  commanding.  It  would  be  wrong 
tor  me  to  name  those  whose  good  conduct  attracted  my  attention,  lest  I 
might  do  injustice  to  others  whom  I  did  not  see.  I  leave  this  to  eth  brigade 
commanders,  more  constantly  upon  the  spot,  and  their  reports  I  enclose  here- 
with. Not  an  instance  of  bad  conduct  has  been  brought  to  my  notice,  The 
brigade  commanders  themselves,  Brigadier  General  Starkweather  and  Colonel 
Scribner,  I  desire  to  name  to  the  general  for  their  coolness  and  bravery,  as  well 
as  the  skill  and  good  judgment  with  which  they  managed  their  commands.  The 
officers  of  my  staflf  I  must  likewise  mention  for  their  zeal,  energy,  and  efficiency 
with  which  they  discharged  their  duty.  It  is  the  best  method  I  have  of  thank- 
ing these  officers. 

My  losses,  considering  the  amount  of  powder  expended  by  the  enemy  and  the 
circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed,  are  remarkably  small.  We  fired  but 
little,  yet  1  am  satisfied  inflicted  far  greater  loss  upon  him. 
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My  list  of  casualties  is  as  follows : 

Private  Benjamin  W.  Singer,  company  E  second  Kentucky  cavalry,  orderly 
at  these  headquarters,  severely  wounded. 

FIRST  BRIGADE. 

Killed. — Corporal  Daniel  Pope,  company  B,  thirty-eighth  Indiana  volunteers. 

Wminded. — Private  F.  M.  Kelley,  company  B,  thirty-eighth  Indiana  volun- 
teers; Private  W.  Nofrey,  company  C,  thirty-eighth  Indiana  volunteers. 

Prisoners. — Sergeant  W.  H.  Heutsler,  company  E,  thirty -eighth  Indiana  vol- 
unteers ;  Private  Isaiah  Carter,  company  E,  thirty-eighth  Indiana  volunteers. 

SECOND  BRIUADB. 

Killed. — First  Lieutenant  Robert  I.  Nickols,  first  Wisconsin  volunteers,  aide- 
de-camp  ;  Private  F.  I.  Stearns,  fourth  Indiana  battery. 

WbuTided — Sergeant  H.  A.  Young,  fourth  Indiana  battery,  y 


•  RECAPITULATION. 

Killed,  3;  wounded,  ^;  prisoners,  2;  total,  9. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIRD, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Geo.  E.  Flynt, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Report  of  the  operations  of  the  first  division,  li th  army  corps,  in  the  battle  of 
Chickamatiga  creeks  September  19,  20,  and  21,  1863. 

Being  encamped  upon  Chickamauga  Creek  between  Bird's  mill  and  Owen's 
ford,  with  the  division  of  General  Brannan  on  my  right  and  General  Negley  on 
my  left,  I  received  orders  on  the  18th  instant  from  the  major  general  command- 
ing to  move  immediately  to  the  left,  lower  down  the  creek,  for  the  support  of 
General  Crittenden's  corps,  as  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  gathering  in  that  direction. 

The  road  being  encumbered  by  troops  in  advance,  1  did  not  reach  Crawfish 
springs,  the  headquarters  of  the  army,  until  near  midnight,  where  we  halted  a 
short  time  until  the  way  was  clear,  and  thon  I  received  my  final  orders  from  the 
general  commanding.  Under  the  direction  of  a  guide  I  was  to  take  a  road  which, 
leaving  the  Chattanooga  road  near  the  widow  Glen's,  came  into  the  State  road 
from  Chattanooga  to  Lafayette  at  Kelley 's,  about  three  miles  north  of  Lee's 
mills.  I  could  thus  pass  around  the  rear  of  General  Crittenden's  corps,  located 
about  that  mill,  and  come  into  position  on  his  left.  I  was  to  post  one  brigade 
on  the  west  of  the  State  road  facing  towards  the  south,  and  my  other  two  brigades 
on  the  east  of  it.  General  Brannan  following  me,  was  to  post  his  division  on  the 
prolongation  of  my  left.  I  reached  the  point  indicated  about  daybreak,  and 
posted  General  Starkweather  on  my  right.  Colonel  Scribner's  in  the  centre,  the 
right  of  hi.s  brigade  upon  the  road,  and  the  regular  brigades.  General  King,  upon 
the  left.  General  Thomas  arrived  upon  the  ground  almost  immediately  after 
these  dispositions  were  made,  and  General  Brannan  soon  followed.  While  the 
latter  was  getting  into  position  Colonel  McCook,  who  commanded  a  brigade  of 
the  reserve  corps,  came  in  and  reported  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  not  far  distant 
upon  our  left,  which  he  had  been  skirmishing ;  he  was  then  formed  facing  to  the 
eastward,  and  I  was  directed  to  change  my  front  to  the  left,  conforming  my  line 
to  his,  and  at  the  same  time  to  watch  well  upon  my  right  flank  against  an  ap- 
proach from  that  direction.  We  were  then  in  a  thick  woods  interspersed  with 
thickets  and  openings,  which  extended,  I  believe,  as  far  as  the  Ghickamau^  in 

front.     I  formed  General  King's  brigade  upon  the  with  orders  to  dress 

and  close  up  on  General  Brannan's,  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Scribner's  force  apon 
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tbe  same  line,  to  be  guarded  by  King's  right,  and  the  rest  of  his  force  I  Lad  sent 
to  the  rear,  so  as  to  march  by  flank  in  rear  of  his  right  and  be  ready  to  front  in 
that  direction  or  towards  the  south  should  it  be  required.  To  General  Stark- 
weather I  gave  orders  to  move  in  column  in  rear,  holding  his  brigade  as  a  reserve; 
I  had  particularly  in  view  the  support  of  our  right  flank.  The  artillery  could 
not  advance  in  line  with  the  infantry,  nor,  indeed,  could  it  have  been  used  except 
at  rare  intervals.  It  could  not  at  the  same  time  be  left  behind,  for  want  of  pro- 
tection, and  it  was  directed  to  follow  closely  the  brigade,  making  its  way  through 
the  trees.  I  had  scarcely  got  my  line  formed  when  General  Brannan's  men,  a 
little  in  advance,  begun  to  skirmish  hotly ;  my  men  were  soon  after  engaged. 
We  drove  the  enemy  before  us,  and  covered  the  ground  quite  thickly  with  his 
dead  and  wounded,  besides  sending  two  hundred  prisoners  to  the  rear,  some  just 
from  the  army  of  Virginia.  During  this  movement  forward,  I  received  orders 
from  the  general  commanding  to  push  rapidly  towards  the  left  to  support 
Colonel  Croxton's  brigade,  of  Brannan's  division,  then  hard  pressed  by  tbe  enemy 
and  almost  out  of  ammunition.  About  the  same  time  General  Starkweather 
as  will  be  seen  by  his  report,  received  an  order  to  a  similar  effect,  and  at  once 
acted  upon  it.  I  was  not  until  subsequently  aware  of  this,  and  thus  lost  my 
knowledge  of  his  position.  Before  1  had  closed  up  witVGeneral  Brannan's  left, 
word  was  brought  me  that  General  Palmer  had  arrived  upon  my  right,  and  that 
his  skirmishers  were  then  passing  across  my  front.  I  sent  a  caution  in  conse- 
qneuce  to  my  men  not  to  fire  into  them.  The  evidence  seems  clear  that  men  of 
our  forces  were  in  position  indicated,  but  to  whom  they  could  have  belonged, 
or  how  they  came  there,  I  cannot  now  conjecture  I  arrived  close  up  to  Gene- 
ral Brannan,  and  the  enemy  having  disappeared  from  our  front,  I  halted  to 
readjust  my  line.  We  had  now  advanced  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from 
where  we  first  became  engaged,  and  the  troops  had  behaved  admirably.  While 
arranging  my  line  I  learned  from  prisoners  that  there  had  been  but  one  divi- 
sion in  our  front,  while  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  force,  which  they  exag- 
garated  at  9(1,000,  had  crossed  the  river  at  Alexander's  bridge  above  us,  and 
was  then  upon  our  right  flank.  I  immediately  ordered  General  King  to 
change  his  front,  so  as  to  face  the  south,  his  left  being  supported  by  General 
Braiman's  troops,  in  order  to  face  the  new  danger.  I  also  despatched  staff 
officers  to  General  Starkweather  to  bring  him  to  the  same  point,  but  having 
moved  towards  the  left,  as  before  stated,  they  failed  for  some  time  to  find  him. 
I  went  myself  towards  Colonel  Scribner's  to  see  his  command  properly  posted, 
but  before  I  could  reach  him  the  attack  had  been  made  in  such  force  that  he 
was  unable  to  withstand  it,  and  I  met  his  men  coming  back  in  disorder,  driven 
by  the  enemy  across  the  rear  of  what  had  been  our  previous  position.  For  the 
particulars  of  this  attack,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  met,  I  refer  to  the 
lucid  report  of  Colonel  Scribner.  Our  troops  behaved  with  gallantry  and 
yielded  only  to  overwhelming  force.  Assisted  by  my  staff  officers,  Major  Fitch, 
Captain  Cary,  and  Captain  WilliamvS,  I  strove  to  restore  confidence  to  these 
men  and  induce  them  to  make  another  stand,  but  it  was  only  after  they  had 
passed  far  in  the  rear  that  I  could  do  so.  Complete  destruction  seemed  inevitable. 
Four  pieces  of  Colonel  Scribner's  battery  were  captured  after  firing  64  rounds, 
and  the  enemy,  sweeping  like  a  torrent,  fell  upon  the  regular  brigade  before  it 
had  ^ot  into  position,  took  its  battery,  and  after  a  struggle  in  which  whole 
battalions  were  wiped  out  of  existence,  drove  it  back  upon  the  line  of  General 
Brannan's  division.  We  are  indebted  to  the  9th  Ohio  regiment,  of  General 
Brannan's  division,  for  recapturing  this  battery.  In  this  onslaught  of  the 
enemy  General  Starkweather  was  brought  into  line  a  little  after  Scribner,  and 
moved  to  his  rear  and  right.  His  brigade  suffered  severely,  and  his  battery 
was  almost  entirely  disabled  by  the  loss  of  horses  and  men;  the  guns,  however, 
wen;  saved.  The  appearance  of  other  forces  upon  the  left  of  the  enemy  caused 
further  pressure  upon  us  to  cease,  and  probably  saved  us  from  destruction  % 
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Having  collected  my  forces,  they  were  united  to  those  of  General  Brannan  in 
a  strong  position  on  the  road  leading  from  McDaniel's  house  to  Reed's  bridge, 
and  this  post  we  were  ordered  by  General  Thomas  to  hold  to  the  last  extremity. 
A  period  of  quiet  to  us  then  ensued,  during  which  a  fierce  conflict  was  going  on 
upon  the  gi'ound  we  had  fought  over  in  the  morning,  and,  as  we  learned  later, 
with  the  division  of  General  Johnson.  I  would  here  testify  to  the  high  quali- 
ties for  a  commander  exhibited  by  General  Brannan,  for  the  moment,  a  trying 
one,  the  commander  of  our  united  divisions.  Towards  evening  I  received 
orders  to  support  General  Johnson  while  General  Brannan  was  withdrawn  for 
the  assistance  of  General  Reynolds  to  the  right  of  the  cross-road  near  Kelley's, 
leaving  the  small  brigade  of  King  to  hold  the  road  where  we  were.  I  moved 
with  those  of  General  Starkweather  and  Colonel  Scribner  to  the  right,  and 
caused  them  to  be  posted  under  the  direction  of  a  staff  officer  of  General  John- 
son's, nearly  in  prolongation  of  his  left.  We  were  then  upon  the  very  ground 
from  which  we  had  driven  the  enemy  in  the  morning,  and  from  which  we  had 
subsequently  to  fall  back.  We  found  a  number  of  our  dead  there  stretched 
upon  the  ground.  With  the  exception  of  an  occasional  shot  from  rebel  sharp- 
shooters, entire  quiet  prevailed  along  the  line,  and  I  remained  with  General  John- 
son until  towards  dark,  when  the  major  general  commanding  arrived  and  directed 
us  to  retire  some  half-mile  to  a  better  position  for  the  night.  Orders  were  given 
accordingly  to  have  the  troops  withdrawn  after  nightfall,  and  General  Johnson 
and  myself  rode  back  with  the  general  to  ascertain  the  position  we  would 
occupy.  I  was  returning  when,  ju3t  as  the  light  of  day  begun  to  disappear,  I 
heard  sounds  of  tierce  battle  in  front;  the  enemy  attacked  with  both  artillery 
and  infantry  in  apparently  large  force,  and  with  greater  determination  than 
previously,  shelling  at  the  same  time  the  entire  woods  which  we  occupied,  aa 
tar  back  even  as  the  road,  where  my  ammunition  was  parked.  This  attack 
came  first  on  General  Johnson's  division,  and  then  extended  on  to  the  left  on 
to  mine.  It  was  quite  dark  before  it  was  repulsed,  when  we  remained  in  pos- 
session of  the  ground.  Quiet  being  again  restored,  we  fell  back  as  had  been 
designed.     Thus  ended  the  first  day. 

At  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  put  my  men  in  position  to  meet 
the  enemy.  We  were  posted  upon  a  wooded  ridge,  running  parallel  to  the 
State  road  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  east  of  it.  An  open  field  ex- 
tended along  the  east  side  of  the  road  from  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of 
McDaniel's  to  a  point  beyond  Kelley's  line,  a  short  distance  in  our  rear.  The 
rest  of  the  country,  as  far  back  as  the  Chickamauga,  in  all  directions  was 
thickly  wooded.  My  division  was  posted  around  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
field,  but  about  150  yards  in  advance  of  it  in  the  wood.  General  Johnson's 
division  was  on  my  right,  and  beyond  him,  I  think,  General  Palmer's.  My 
second  brigade,  Brigadier  General  Starkweather,  was  placed  next  to  Johnson's, 
facing  to  the  east,  with  four  guns  in  position  so  as  to  enfilade  our  front,  beside 
having  a  direct  fire ;  the  first  brigade.  Colonel  Scribner,  was  upon  the  turn,  a 
portion  of  his  force  facing  in  the  same  direction  as  Starkweather's,  and  the  rest 
sloping  to  the  roar  so  as  to  face  partially  to  the  north.  The  third  brigade* 
Brigadier  General  King,  was  upon  the  left  of  Scribner  when  the  line  was  estab- 
lished ;  there  was  no  force  whatever  upon  King's  left  and  no  natural  obstruc- 
tions, and  I  then  was  compelled  to  refuse  or  to  echeh>n  that  flank  in  order  to 
cover  it.  I  formed  my  men  generally  in  two  lines.  King's  brigade  was  even 
more  concentrated,  and  I  used  only  the  four  (4)  pieces  of  artillery  of  General 
Starkweather;  the  rest,  much  disabled,  indeed,  was  held  in  reserve  in  the  rear. 
About  7  o'clock  General  Beatty's  brigade,  four  regiments  of  Negley's  division, 
came  up  aud  formed  line  on  the  north  side  of  the  field,  and  then  passed  into 
the  woods,  when  I  had  hie  right  joined  on  to  King's  left,  and  subsequent  orders 
caused  him  to  move  further  to  the  left,  and,  as  he  informs  me,  he  posted  one  of 
Ills  regiments  on  the  west  of  the  State  road,  looking  towards  McDaDiel's,  and 
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the  other  three  on  the  east  in  line  with  it,  and  all  looking  towards  the  north- 
This  arrangement  gave  General  Beatty  a  long  thin  line,  easily  brushed  away, 
and  at  the  same  time  left  an  important  gap  between  mine  and  King's.  To  fill 
this  gap  I  had  no  troops,  but  finally  I  induced  a  regiment,  perhaps  the  seventy- 
ninth  Indiana,  coming  to  this  quarter  with  only  general  instructions,  to  move 
into.it.     I  am  sorry  to  have  lost  the  name  of  the  colonel  of  this  regiment. 

During  the  interval  between  daylight  and  the  first  attack  our  men  worked 
vigorously,  and  covered  themselves  with  a  hastily  constructed  breastwork  of 
logs  and  rails,  which  proved  of  vast  service  to  them  during  the  day.  I  believe 
that  the  battle  began  upon  my  front  at  about  half  past  8  o'clock  a.  m. ;  previous 
to  this  there  had  been  some  sharp  skirmishing  along  the  front,  and  our  skir- 
mishers were,  at  times,  compelled  to  fall  back,  but  as  often  returned  to  their 
original  position,  and  continued  throughout  the  day  to  re-form  the  first  line 
whenever  the  assaults  of  the  enemy  were  repulsed.  It  was  also  reported  to  me 
that  distinct  words  of  command  were  heard  by  our  advanced  pickets  as  in  the 
formation  of  bodies  of  rebel  troops,  both  upon  our  front  and  flank,  and  we 
awaited  this  attack,  quietly  working  upon  our  defences.  At  about  9  o'clock 
the  enemy,  in  force,  advanced  upon  us  through  the  woods  and  attempted,  by 
throwing  strong  bodies  of  troops  upon  King  and  Scribner,  on  the  left,  while 
they  likewise  assailed  Starkweather  furiously  in  front,  to  crush  that  portion  of 
our  line.  I  judge  the  general  direction  of  all  the  attacks  made  upon  us  to  have 
been  from  the  northeast.  This  attack  continued  about  one  hour,  during  which 
repeated  efforts  were  made  to  dislodge  us  from  our  position,  but  in  vain.  The 
battle  flags  of  the  rebel  general  borne  with  the  line  of  troops  approached  quite 
close  to  our  position,  but  each  time  these  lines  exposed  themselves  they  were 
broken  and  driven  back;  when  they  withdrew,  our  skirmishers  were  thrown  to 
the  front  and  took  many  prisoners,  by  whom  we  were  informed  that  it  was  the 
division  of  Breckinridge  which  we  had  been  fighting,  together  with  troops  from 
Virginia. 

An  interval  of  about  one  hour  now  elapsed,  during  which  there  was  but  little 
fighting  upon  our  position  of  the  line.  Warned,  however,  by  the  previous 
attack  of  the  vulnerability  of  my  left,  I  strove  to  obtain  forces  to  secure  it. 
There  were  regiments  lying  in  reserve  in  rear  of  Johnson's  division,  I  know 
uot  what,  which  I  thought  might  be  of  more  service  on  the  left.  I  went  to 
their  commander  and  explaining  to  them  the  danger  from  that  quainter,  and  that 
it  might  certainly  be  looked  for,  I  asked  them  to  keep  a  lookout  in  that  direction, 
and  should  the  regiments  on  the  left  seem  to  waver  to  rush  to  their  assistance. 
As  all  had  different  orders  I  received  no  satisfactory  reply.  I  then  went  to 
General  Johnson  and  got  him  to  visit  the  left,  with  me,  of  his  own  line,  where 
I  pointed  out  the  condition  of  things  and  asked  him  to  take  his  left  regiment 
of  the  second  line  and  place  it  in  column  in  rear  so  as  to  be  ready  to  move  to 
whatever  point  should  require  it  the  most.  While  speaking  of  this  matter  the 
attack  came  as  I  anticipated,  and  was  made  with  large  force  and  great  impetu- 
osity. General  Beatty 's  line  was  cut  in  two  in  the  middle,  two  regiments  being 
driven  beyond  the  road  to  the  west,  the  other  two  were  driven  back  into  the 
open  field  towards  my  rear.  My  own  left  was  forced  back  and  our  line  seemed 
ready  to  crumble  away  on  this  flank.  The  rebels  were  already  in  the  fields 
behind  us,  and  the  column  which  had  forced  Beatty's  centre  was  pushing  down 
the  road  towards  Kelley's  house.  I  immediately  caused  the  second  line  to  rise 
and  face  about,  and  then  to  wheel  forward  towards  the  right  so  as  to  support 
our  men  and  meet  the  advancing  enemy.  This  line  was  composed  of  regiments 
from  various  brigades,  a  part  only  of  my  own.  The  unexpected  direction  of  the 
attack,  the  facing  to  the  rear,  and  the  crowd  of  our  retiring  troops  caused  some 
disorder,  but  riding  to  the  front  with  a  cheer  two  regiments  took  it  up,  formed  a 
good  line  and  advanced  gallantly ;  the  rest  followed  and  the  rebels  were  driven 
back  into  the  woods.    The  column  iipon  the  road  was  at  the  same  time  driven 
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back  hj  troops,  I  believe,  of  General  Brannan's  division,  and  at  this  juncture  Colonel 
Bame's,  commanding  a  brigade  of  General  Wood's  division  came  up,  and  pushed 
his  brigade  in  line  into  the  woods  on  the  north  side  of  the  field.  I  saw  at  once 
that  this  attack  was  at  an  end,  and  requested  Colonel  Bame's  to  withdraw  twouf 
his  regiments,  to  be  held  in  reserve  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  field  near  my 
own  position,  to  be  used  upon  the  next  point  assailed.  He  complied,  and  brought 
the  two  regiments  commanded  by  Colonel  Swain,  which  remained  near  me 
until  the  close  of  the  fight.  My  line  was  re-established  as  it  had  been  in  the 
morning,  and  was  not  for  some  four  hours  attacked  in  force.  Immediately  after 
this  assault  upon  my  left  ceased,  the  sound  of  a  tremendous  conflict  reached  us 
from  the  southwest  beyond  Kelley's  house.  I  could  not  tell  how  it  was  pro- 
gressing, but  knowing  it  must  be  a  desperate  struggle,  I  sent  word  to  General 
Thomas  that  1  held  the  two  regiments  under  Colonel  Swaine  in  reserve, 
and  that  if  he  required  them  more  than  we  did  they  were  disposable.  The 
fighting  in  the  direction  I  have  named  was  continued  throughout  the  afternoon 
with  only  intervals  when  it  was  partially  suspendtd.  During  this  period 
re-enforcements  seemed  to  arrive  from  the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  and  about 
4  o'clock  the  firing  seemed  more  vigorous  than  before ;  at  five  o'clock  it  had 
almost  ceased,  but  I  was  still  ignorant  of  the  course  of  events  upon  the  right 
and  had  no  idea  that  any  portion  of  the  troops  had  given  way.  An  officer 
then  arrived  with  orders  for  myself  and  General  Johnson  to  withdraw  our 
troops  and  fall  back  in  the  direction  of  the  hills  and  of  Rossville.  Just  as  this 
order  reached  me  the  heavy  firing  on  the  right  ceased,  and  it  seemed  to  be  the 
signal  for  another  attack,  the  most  violent  of  all,  upon  my  portion  of  the  line. 
This  time  the  enemy  used  artillery,  and  concentrated  the  fire  of  three  batteries 
upon  us,  while  his  infantry  pressed  on  with  the  utmost  vigor.  Still  we  held 
our  position,  yielding  not  an  inch,  and  I  am  confident  could  have  continued  to 
do  so.  To  fall  back  was  more  difficult  than  to  remain,  and  I  should  have  taken 
the  responsibility  of  holding  on  for  a  short  time  had  I  not  seen  the  troops  on 
my  right,  first  those  of  General  Palmer,  then  those  of  General  Johnson, 
passing  off  to  the  rear.  I  saw  tken  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  and  transmitted 
the  order  to  my  brigade  commanders.  I  am  indebted  to  Captain  Forsythe,  of 
General  King's  staff,  for  assisting  Captain  Cary,  of  my  own  staff,  in  bearing 
this  order.  The  remainder  of  my  staff  officers  1  had  sent  away  on  other  mis- 
sions. As  my  men  fell  back  the  enemy  pressed  after  them,  and  in  crossing  the 
open  field  very  many  were  struck  down.  They  reached  the  woods  west  of  the 
road  in  as  good  order  as  could  be  expected,  but  then,  uncertain  which  direction 
to  take,  and  having  no  landmark  to  guide  them,  many  became  separated  from 
their  regiments,  and  in  groups  joined  other  commands,  with  which  they  fell 
back  to  Rossville,  where  all  were  united  during  the  night.  A  number,  doubtless, 
became  coniused  at  this  time  and  marched  into  the  lines  of  the  rebels.  We 
had  during  the  day  been  fired  into  from  every  point  of  the  compass,  and  when 
we  fell  back,  no  other  portions  of  our  troops  bemg  in  sight,  it  was  impossible 
to  tell  where  they  could  be  found  or  where  we  would  encounter  the  enemy. 
My  loss,  up  to  the  time  of  falling  back,  was  small  compared  with  the  pun- 
ishment inflicted  on  the  rebels.  In  retiring  it  was  great;  a  list  of  those  lost 
is  appended.  Brave  men,  their  names  will  live  the  pride  of  their  children  and 
a  monument  of  glory  for  their  country.  On  the  21st,  at  Rossville,  my  division 
was  again  put  upon  duty  to  defend  one  of  the  main  approaches  to  that  posi- 
tion, and  I  believe  it  was  the  only  one  attacked.  The  gorge  which  we  occupied 
was  shelled  during  the  afternoon,  and  I  lost  five  men  in  killed  and  wounded 
from  the  brigade  of  regulars.  During  the  same  afl;ernoon  Major  General 
Rosseau  arrived  and  resumed  command  of  this  his  old  division,  inspiring  it 
with  new  life  after  the  arduous  duties  it  had  performed ;  by  his  courtesy  I 
have  since  remained  with  it,  co-operating  with  him.  On  the  night  of  the  2L8t 
our  army  was  withdrawn  from  Rossville  to  this  plttce,  and  the  first  division  wafl 
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selected  to  bring  up  the  rear.  Under  its  protection  the  pickets  of  all  commands 
were  withdrawn  and  marched  here,  Colonel  Scribner's  brigade  the  last,  arriving 
about  sunrise.  The  campaign  thus  terminated,  although  brilliant,  has  been  one 
of  unusual  hardship  upon  the  soldier.  The  labor  in  marching  and  transporting 
our  trains  over  the  mountain  ridges  has  been  enormous,  and  from  Saturday 
morning  until  late  Sunday  night,  throughout  two  days  of  battle,  my  horses  and 
most  of  the  men  were  without  water.  The  first  division,  thus  sorely  tried,  has 
not  murmured,  but  with  its  thinned  ranks  stand  proudly  ready  to  meet  any  foe. 
Its  record  is  as  bright  as  any,  and  all  may  be  proud  to  have  belonged  to  it.  Its 
losses  are  heavy,  but  they  occurred  in  gallant  resistance  to  overwhelming  forces. 
We  reported  1,034  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  1,319  missing;  many  of  the  latter 
we  know  were  left  dead  and  wounded  upon  the  field,  and  in  exchange  for  our 
prisoners  lost  we  have  captured  and  brought  back  over  400  of  the  enemy.  Some  • 
of  our  artillery  was  lost,  but  it  has  all  been  recovered;  a  part,  it  is  true,  tempo- 
rarily disabled.  In  the  battery  of  Starkweather's  brigade  one  limber  box  was 
blown  up  and  two  axles  broken  by  the  recoil  of  the  guns  during  the  fight  of 
Sunday.  And  I  must  here  thank  the  ofBcers  in  command.  Lieutenant  Willets, 
for  the  service  it  rendered.  To  my  brigade  commanders.  Brigadier  General 
John  H.  King,  Brigadier  General  Starkweather,  and  Colonel  Sci  ibner,  the  coun- 
try owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  courage  with  which  they  maintained  the 
fight,  and  the  good  judgment  with  which  their  troops  were  handled.  The 
performance  of  General  King's  command  upon  Saturday  morning  was  particu- 
larly brilliant.  In  the  fight  on  Sunday,  General  Starkweather,  holding  the 
key-pointstooneof  our  positions,  rendered  distinguished  service  by  his  own  cool- 
ness, inspiring  his  men  with  confidence.  He  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  leg, 
but  I  am  happy  to  say  not  such  as  to  make  him  quit  the  field.  Colonel  Scribner, 
who  has  long  commanded  of  one  of  the  best  brigades  in  the  army,  and  has  been 
recommended  for  promotion  after  previous  battles,  has  again  distinguished  him- 
self. Three  missUes  from  the  enemy  passed  through  his  clothes,  one  inflicting 
a  slight  wound  in  the  face,  and  another  a  slight  bruise  of  the  shoulder.  I 
renew  the  recommendation  for  his  promotion  a»a  reward  for  the  good  conduct  of 
his  brigade.  I  would  be  glad  to  name  to  the  general  commanding  the  ofiicers  in 
command  of  troops  belonging  to  other  divisions  who  were  brought  into  action 
in  the  neighborhood  of  my  own,  but  I  do  not  know  them  all.  Colonel  Barnes, 
who  commands  a  brigade  of  General  Wood's  division,  and  Colonel  Swaine,  who 
reported  to  me  with  two  regiments  of  the  same  brigade,  were  among  the  num- 
ber. To  the  officers  of  my  staff  I  tender  my  thanks  for  the  efficient  service 
they  rendered,  and  commend  them  to  the  notice  of  the  general  commanding  for 
their  gallant  bearing  on  the  field.  A  tabular  statement  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  is  annexed,  and  the  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders  are  likewise 
enclosed. 

Bespectfully  submitted : 

A.  BAIRD, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding, 
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Report  of  casualties  of  the  first  division  lith  army  corps,  commanded  hy  Briga- 
dier General  A.  Baird,  in  the  battle  of  Chickamaiiga  Creek,  of  two  days^ 
duration,  September  19  and  20,  1863. 
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Station:  Chattanoooa,  TENN. 
Dated:  September H;^  1865. 

True  copy : 


A.  BAIKD.  Bri^.  Oen.  Commanding. 
S.  C.  KELLOOa.  Bvt.  Mqjor  and  A.  D.  C 


Headquarters  Second  Division  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Owen*s  Ford,  Georgia,  September  17,  1865. 
Colonel:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  since  leaving  Cave  springs,  near  Stevenson,  Alabama.     In  com- 
pliance with  verbal  instructions  received  from  the  major  general  commanding 
the  department,  I  marched  my  command  on  the  1st  instant  across  the  Ten- 
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neesee  river  at  Carpenter's  ferry,  starting  from  Gave  springs  at  6.30  p.  m.  After 
crossing  the  river  my  command  proceeded  up  the  east  bai^  to  Norwood's,  where 
I  arrived  at  10  p.  m.  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

September  2 — 8  a.  m. — Marched  in  the  direction  of  ff aylor's  store,  where  I 
was  ordered  to  halt  my  command  for  further  instructions.  Arriving  at  Moore's 
spring,  two  miles  south  of  Taylor's  store,  I  learned  that  there  was  an  insufi- 
Giency  of  water  at  that  point  for  my  command  I  therefore  halted  my  command 
and  bivouacked  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spring. 

September  3 — 8  a.  m. — Marched  in  the  direction  of  Trenton;  found  the  mom^ 
tain  road  very  rough,  rocky,  and  steep.  I  at  once  discovered  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  cross  my  transportation  in  safety  until  the  roads  could  be  repaired. 

I  tnerefore  net  the  entire  division  at  work  repairing  the  road  and  assisting  the 
trains  over ;  at  dark  all  my  regimental  trains,  together  with  ambulances  and 
ammunition  trains,  had  reached  the  summit  without  the  loss  of  a  wheel.  Camped 
one  mile  from  Warren's  mills;  sent  Lirwell's  brigade  forward  to  repair  cross- 
ing at  mill.  By  11.30  p.  m.  a  bridge  121  feet  long  and  20  feet  high  had  been 
constructed. 

September  4 — 7.30  a.  m. — ^Marched  the  command  forward ;  three  brigades- 
crossed  the  bridge  at  7  a.  m. ;  trains  commenced  crossing  at  8  o'clock.  Deeming 
the  bridge  unsafe  for  the  crossing  of  entire  train,  I  halted  it  and  commenced 
repairs,  which  delayed  us  until  12  m.,  when  the  passage  of  transportation  was 
resumed,  3  p.  m.;  arrived  at  Brown's  spring,  foot  of  mountain;  found  a  small 
spring  at  this  point,  which,  after  being  excavated  and  dammed  up,  afforded  su& 
cient  water  for  my  command.  By  8  p.  m.  my  entire  train  was  plac(id  at  foot  of 
moantain  except  eight  wagons  of  supplies,  which  were  lef^  at  Moore's  spring. 

September  5. — Sent  a  party  of  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  section  of 
artillery,  under  command  of  Colonel  Lirwell,  commanding  third  brigade,  to 
reconnoitre  towards  Johnson's  creek,  and  gain  an  accurate  description  of  the 
road  and  country  in  that  direction.  Colonel  Lirwell  discovered  a  large  amount 
of  property  at  the  works  of  the  Empire  State  Iron  and  Coal  Mining  Company, 
consisting  of  machinery,  tools,  stationery,  &c.»  which  were  brought  into  camp 
by  Captain  Wing,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  placed  to  proper  use.  At  Pain's 
mills  a  quantity  of  wheat  (some  bushels)  was  found,  which  the  seventy-eighth 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Blakley,  was 
directed  to  convert  into  flour  for  the  use  of  the  command. 

September  6 — 10  a.  m. — Marched  forward  on  right  hand,  and  leading  from 
Brown  spring  to  Johnson's  creek  and  Stevens's  Gap.  3J  p.  m. — Arrived  at 
Junction,  Hurricane,  and  Lookout  creeks,  where  I  parked  my  trains  and  estab- 
lished headquarters  for  the  night.  General  Beatty  arrived  at  McKaig's  (foot 
of  mountain)  at  5  p.  m.,  and  sent  one  regiment  (forty-second  Indiana)  half-way 
up  the  mountain,  where  the  enemy's  pickets  were  met ;  about  a  half-dozen  shots 
were  exchanged,  and  one  man  severe! v  wounded  in  the  leg.  The  object  of  the 
expedition  being  fully  accomplished,  tne  regiment  returned  at  dark  to  the  foot  of 
the  mountain. 

September  7 — 7  a.  m. — Leaving  all  trains  in  the  rear,  except  ambulances  and 
hospital  wagons,  with  one  regiment  as  guard,  moved  forward  with  Lirwell's  and 
Stanley's  brigades,  arriving  at  McKaig's,  foot  of  mountain,  at  10  a.  m.  12  a. 
m. — Ajrrived  at  top  of  mountain,  which  had  been  gained  by  General  Beatty  at 

II  a.  m.  without  any  resistance  from  the  enemy.  4  p.  m. — First  and  second 
brigades  were  on  top  of  mountain ;  trains  ascending  slowly ;  road  very  roug^h 
ana  dangerous  to  transportation. 

September  8 — 4  a.  m. — Sent  General  Beatty  with  two  regiments  to  seize  and 
hold  Cooper's  Gap.  8  a.  m. — Sent  Colonel  Stoughton  with  the  eleventh  Michigan 
infantry  to  take  possession  of  and  clear  Stevens's  Gap,  which  was  heavily  block- 
aded with  fallen  trees.  11.30  a.  m. — Arrived  at  junction  of  State  road  and 
Cooper's  Gap  road,  where  the  troops  were  ordered  to  bivouac  for  the  night 
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Sepfemher  9 — 8  a.  m. — Marched  the  second  and  third  brigades  forward  via 
Stevens's  Gap ;  first  brigade  moving  through  Cooper's  Gap.  4  p.  m. — Arrived  at 
foot  of  the  mountain  (Stevens's)  5  p.  m. ;  moved  Stanley's  brigade  to  the  foot ; 
on  a  reconnoissance  drore  the  rebel  cavalry  three  and  a  half  miles.  Mj  escort, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Cooke,  made  a  gallant  charge  upon  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemj,  capturing  two. 

September  10 — 8  a.  m. — Pursuant  to  orders,  marched  my  command  from 
Stevens's  in  the  direction  of  Lafayette.  After  passing  Bailey's  cross-roads  my 
skirmishers  were  more  or  less  engaged  until  we  arrived  at  the  gorge  leading  to 
Dug  Gap,  where  I  halted  the  command  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy  in  the  gap.  1.30  p.  m. — I  learned  from  a  Union  citizen  that 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  (Buckner's  corps,)  with  cavalry  and  artillery,  (then 
only  three  miles  distant,)  was  approaching  towards  my  left  from  the  direction  of 
Catlett's  Gap.  I  immediately  sent  one  regiment  in  the  direction  of  this  force  tot 
the  double  purpose  of  a  reconnoissance  and  to  compel  the  enemy  to  halt  under  the 
impression  that  I  would  attack  him.  At  sundown  I  made  a  strong  demonstra- 
tion in  the  direction  of  Dug  Gap,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  back  to  his 
main  force,  and  holding  the  position  until  I  could  establish  my  picket  lines 
unobserved  before  dark.  The  strongest  positions  of  defence  the  locality  afforded 
were  selected  with  the  intention  of  bivouacking  the  troops  for  the  night,  with  my 
trains  packed  close  to  my  rear.  From  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  from 
information  gained  from  scouts,  I  felt  confident  the  enemy  proposed  to  attack 
me  in  the  morning  with  a  superior  force.  I  also  learned  from  a  prisoner,  and 
from  Union  civilians,  that  I  was  confronted  by  Hill's  corps  of  three  divisions, 
(twelve  brigades;)  that  Buckner's  corps  of  two  divisions,  (eight  brigades,)  also 
nrst  division  of  cavalry,  were  three  miles  to  my  left,  and  that  Polk's  and  Breck- 
inridge's commands  were  in  supporting  distance.  From  the  concurrence  of 
t«Btim(my  on  this  point  there  seemed  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  I  therefore  adopted 
immediate  measures  to  guard  against  surprise.  At  9  o'clock,  on  the  evening  of 
the  lOlh,  Colonels  Stiinley  and  Lirwell  were  ordered  to  withdraw  quietly,  at 
3  the  next  morning,  their  entire  line  of  pickets  to  the  west  side  of  the  road  run- 
ning along  the  foot  of  the  ridge  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  to  remain  under 
arms  until  morning.  It  was  subsequently  learned  that  the  enemy  intended  to 
surprise  my  picket  line  at  daylight  if  their  position  had  not  been  changed. 

September  11 — 8.30  a.  m. — Brigadier  General  Baird,  with  two  brigades  of  his 
division,  (Starkweather's  and  Scribner's,)  arrived,  and  General  Baird  courteously 
reported  to  me,  as  his  senior,  for  instructions.  His  troops  were  placed  in  position 
at  once  near  widow  Davis's  cross-roads  and  held  ^  reserve.  I  now  learned 
positively  that  the  enemy  had  removed  the  obstructions  from  Dug  and  Bluebird 
Gaps,  and  was  moving  a  heavy  force  through  each  of  them ;  also,  that  Buckner's 
corps  was  moving  forward  rapidly  on  the  Chattanooga  road,  and  that  his  advance 
was  only  two  miles  distant.  A  careful  examination  of  the  ground  we  occupied, 
which  was  a  long,  low  ridge  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  young  timber, 
descending  abruptly  on  the  north  end  to  the  Chickamauga,  while  the  east,  south, 
and  west  sides  were  skirted  by  cornfields  and  commanded  by  higher  ridges, 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  hold  this  or  any  other  posi- 
tion south  of  Bailey's  cross-roads  and  fight  a  battle  without  involving  the  certain 
destruction  of  the  trains,  which,  from  the  contour  of  these  ridges  and  uneven 
nature  of  the  ground,  we  would  be  obliged  to  park  in  close  proximity  to  our 

Sosition ;  the  preservation  of  the  trains,  perhaps  the  safety  of  the  entire  command, 
emanded  that  I  should  retire  to  Bailey's  cross-roads,  two  miles  northwest  of 
our  position,  where  we  could  get  the  trains  under  cover  and  fight  the  enemy  to 
a  better  advantage.  I  therefore  directed  that  the  trains  should  commence  moving 
back  slowly  and  in  good  order,  and  that  General  Baird  should  hold  widow 
Davis's  cross-roads  uutil  I  could  withdraw  a  portion  of  the  second  division  and 
take  position  on  the  north  side  of  Chickamauga  creek,  to  cover  the  withdrawal 
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of  liifl  brigades  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  flanking  us  on  the  left.  1  p.  m. — A 
heavy  column  of  cavalry  was  seen  moving  steadily  on  our  left  with  the  evident 
intention  of  gaining  my  rear.  I  immediately  had  four  pieces  of  artillery  placed 
in  position  on  the  ridge  at  John  Davis's  house,  which  commanded  the  valley  on 
my  left ;  also  sent  General  Beatty  with  one  regiment  and  a  section  of  artillery 
to  seize  and  guard  Bailey's  cross-roads,  which  was  reported  to  be  in  possession 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  At  2  p.  m.  the  trains  were  all  in  motion,  falling  back 
to  Bailey's  cross-roads.  General  Beatty  and  Colonel  Scribner,  of  General  Baird's 
division,  were  directed  to  proceed  to  that  point  without  delay  and  protect  the 
trains  from  attack  of  a  large  force  of  cavalry  approaching  with  that  view.  3  p. 
m.-— The  skirmishers  of  General  Baird's  division  were  directed  to  fall  back  across 
the  creek,  where  they  were  placed  in  position  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until 
I  could  get  my  artillery  in  position  on  the  ridge  this  side.  Two  companies  of 
the  nineteenth  Illinois  infantry,  concealed  behind  a  stone  fence,  poured  into  the 
enemy's  ranks  a  destructive  volley,  killing,  as  I  have  since  learned,  thirty  on 
the  spot.  This  partially  checked  the  enemy,  who  was  advancing  in  three  heavy 
lines.  Meantime  I  had  ten  pieces  of  artillery  planted  on  the  ridge  to  the  rear 
of  John  Davis's  house,  which  commanded  that  position,  until  another  new  line 
could  be  formed  on  the  ridge  to  the  rear.  The  enemy  now  occupied  the  south 
side  of  the  creek  with  a  heavy  force.  He  opened  two  batteries  of  artillery  upon 
ns  at  a  distance  of  four  hundred  yards ;  two  of  his  brigades  were  parallel  to 
our  position  on  the  right.  Buckner's  corps  was  deployed,  and  moving  up  steadily 
on  our  left  within  short  range.  Colonel  Stanley's  and  a  portion  of  General 
Starkweather's  brigades  sustained  here  a  well-directed  and  terrific  fire,  which 
our  troops  returned  with  spirit  and  marked  effect.  The  firing  increased  and 
indicated  an  immediate  general  engagement  along  our  entire  front,  and  would 
have  terminated  in  an  assault  from  the  enemy  in  a  few  moments,  which  would, 
unquestionably,  have  been  disastrous  to  us,  considering  the  overwhelming  force 
of  the  enemy  and  our  very  unfavorable  position.  By  direction.  General  Baird 
deployed  General  Starkweather's  brigade  to  the  right,  which  checked  the  enemy's 
advance  in  that  direction  and  enabled  Colonel  Stanley  to  withdraw  his  brigade, 
which  being  done  we  retired  slowly  and  in  good  order  to  Bailey's  cross-roads, 
where  a  strong  position  of  defence  was  assumed  and  the  troops  bivouacked  for 
the  night.     Durhig  the  night  the  enemy  withdrew  his  force  to  Dug  Gap. 

September  13. — As  strong  positions  of  defence  were  selected  as  the  locality 
afforded,  where  the  troops  were  posted  and  remained  until  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  pcrvant, 

JAMES  S.  NEGLEY, 

Major  General. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Gbo.  E.  Flvnt, 

Chief  of  Staff  Uth  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  14th  Army  Corps 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  September  2Q,  1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  since  September  17,  1863. 

September  17,  1863-^8  a.  m.-— Marched  to  Owens*3  ford,  encamping  therefor 
the  night. 

September  18 — 3 J  p.  m» — Received  orders  to  march  to  the  left  and  relieve 
General  Palmer's  division;  reached  his  first  brigade  (General  Hazen'rt)  at  5  p. 
m.  General  Hazen  informed  me  and  General  Beatty  that  he  had  no  orders  to 
move  from  his  position.  I  reported  in  person  to  General  Rosecrans  for  instmc- 
ions ;  was  directed  by  him,  through  Colonel  Ducat,  to  send  one  brigade  to 
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Crawfish  spring ;  was  aferwards  ordered  by  General  Thomas,  through  Captain 
"Williard,  to  move  np  and  encamp  my  division  en  masse. 

Subsequently  this  order  was  changed  directing  me  to  relieve  General  Palmer, 
which  attenuated  my  command  from  Crawfish  spring  along  the  Chickamauga 
a  distance  of  three  and  one-half  miles.  My  troops  did  not  get  in  position 
until  near  daylight ;  they  were  greatly  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  want  of  sleep. 

September  19. — At  daylight  I  sent  all  my  transportation,  except  ammunition 
imd  ambulance  trains,  to  Chattanooga  for  safety.  Very  early  in  the  morning 
the  enemy  advanced  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  upon  Beatty's  front,  which  was  a 
very  exposed  position,  and  engaged  his  pickets  sharply  for  some  hours.  1 1.30. — 
Enemy  appeared  in  force  flanking  two  batteries  within  400  yards  of  Beatty's  posi- 
tion, which  was  followed  by  a  fierce  cannonading,  during  which  Bridge's  battery, 
of  Beatty's  brigade,  sustained  a  loss  in  men  and  horses.  A  part  of  Beatty's 
line  being  gradually  driven  back,  (but  sOon  re-established,)  1  sent  one  regiment 
( eighteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  a  section  of  Schultz's  battery,  of  Stanley 's 
brigade,  te  his  support.  12.30  p.  m. — Beatty  repulsed  the  enemy.  2.30. — Gene- 
ral McCook's  corps  had  passed  to  the  left  of  my  position,  leaving  me  on  the  extreme 
right ;  General  McCook  assuming  command.  Shortly  afterwards  I  received  writ- 
ten orders  to  report  to  General  McCook.  3.30.  p.  m. — Received  orders  from  Gene- 
rals McCook  and  Rosecrans,  who  directed  me  to  take  position  and  support  General 
Thomas.  Moved  to  the  left  of  his  (General  Rosecrans's)  headquarters,  at  the  farm- 
house, one-half  mile,  when  I  discovered  a  gap  in  our  line  through  which  the  enemy 
was  moving  upon  the  right  flank  and  rear  of  General  Thomas's  line.  Stanley's 
brigade  was  immediately  despatched  to  meet  and  check  the  advance  of  the 
enemv,  Lirwell  supporting  him  on  his  right.  After  a  brisk  skirmish  the  eneray 
was  driven  back  into  the  woods.  6  p.  m. — Stanley  and  Lirwoll  were  ordered 
to  push  the  enemy  back  vigorously,  so  as  to  connect  our  line  with  the  troops 
an  the  left.  A  sharp  engagement  with  the  enemy  immediately  followed,  lasting 
until  7.30  p.  m ,  during  which  time  our  line  was  pushed  forward  from  one-haK 
to  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  but  I  was  unable  to  connect  with  any  of  our  forces 
an  my  right  or  left.     Held  this  position  during  the  night. 

September  20. — Military  operations  were  suspended  until  8  o'clock  a.  m.  in 
consequence  of  a  dense  fog.  8  a.  m. — Received  a  pressing  order  from  General 
Thomas,  through  Captain  Williard,  to  move  at  once  to  his  support.  I  immedi- 
ately commenced  withdrawing  my  division  for  that  purpose,  when  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  be  massing  a  heavy  force  in  my  front,  sharply  engaging  my 
line  of  skirmishers.  I  was  directed  by  Major  General  Rosecrans  to  hold  my 
position  until  relieved  by  some  other  command.  General  Beatty,  however, 
with  his  brigade,  was  sent,  at  8  a.  m.,  under  guidance  of  Captain  Williard,  to  re- 
port to  General  Thomas,  going  into  action  immediately.  Although  the  most 
strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  hurry  into  position  •the  troops  that  were  to  relieve 
me,  the  remaining  two  brigades  of  my  command  were  not  relieved  until  9.30,  when 
one  brigade  was  sent  from  General  Wood's  division  for  that  purpose.  In  with- 
drawing these  two  brigades  the  enemy  availed  himself  of  the  change,  and  pressed 
so  hard  upon  the  relieving  force  that  I  was  compelled  to  halt,  and  send  one  of 
the  brigades  back  to  assist  in  re-establishing  my  former  line,  also  to  protect  my 
ammunition  train,  which  was  passing  at  the  time.  Those  serious  detentions  had 
the  effect  of  separating  my  division,  and  destroying  the  unity  of  action  in  my 
command,  which  I  was  unable  to  restore  during  the  day. 

I  deeply  regret  the  circumstances  which  rendered  this  subdivision  necessary, 
actually  placing  two  of  my  brigades  entirely  beyond  my  personal  supervision. 
Although  I  am  satisfied  that  the  causes  which  interfered  with  the  unity  and 
concerted  movements  of  my  command  are  properly  appreciated  by  my  corps  and 
department  commanders,  and  will  not  be  allowed  to  detract  fit)m  the  credit  due 
the  division,  yet  I  feel  that  it  would  have  been  more  advantageous  and  satifl&o- 
tory  had  it  been  otherwise.     10  a.  m. — On  being  informed  that  General  Thomas's 
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left  was  being  torned  I  left  LirwelFs  brigade  to  follow  with  Ae  artillery,  and  pnshed 
Stanley's  brigade  forward  under  a  heavy  fire  to  the  left  of  General  Thomas's 
line,  where  Stanley  met  the  enemy  in  heavy  force.  Here  I  received  orders 
through  Captain  Gfaw  to  take  charge  of  and  mass  all  the  artillery  at  hand  on 
a  high  ridge  facing  the  south.  I  now  learned  with  surprise  that  LirweH's  brig- 
ade was  not  yet  relieved,  and  that  Captain  Johnson,  of  my  staff,  was  compelled 
to  withdraw  his  brigade,  leaving  only  a  weak  line  of  skirmishers.  I  immediately 
took  charge  of  all  batteries  at  this  point,  and  massing  them  on  the  ridge,  placed 
them  in  position,  supported  by  Lirwell's  brigade  when  it  arrived.  1  p.  m. — A 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  to  be  moving  to  our  left  and  rear,  also 
that  Beatty's  brigade  was  being  overwhelmed.  Lirwell's  brigade  was  at  onoo 
sent  forward  to  check  his  advance,  while  Bridge's  battery,  of  Beatty's  brigade, 
and  Smith';*  fourth  regular  battery  were  placed  in  position,  and  immediately 
opened  a  very  destructive  fire  upon  him  from  the  ridge  facmg  eastward,  causing 
him  to  fall  back,  thus  temporarily  relieving  the  left  wing. 

The  character  of  the  ground  prevented  the  effective  use  of  all  the  batteries ; 
they  were  placed  on  a  ridge  to  the  rear,  and  the  seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers sent  to  protect  them  ;  the  remainder  of  Lirwell's  brigade  was  deployed  at 
the  most  exposed  points.  2  p.  m. — Finding  that  our  right  wing  and  centre  had 
given  way  before  the  overwnelming  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  being  hard 
pressed  on  my  front  and  right,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Moody,  of  my  staff,  to  General 
Kosecrans  for  a  brigade.  Upon  being  applied  to  General  Bosecrans  replied  that 
it  was  too  late ;  that  he  could  give  me  no  help.  At  this  juncture  General  Bran- 
nan  applied  to  me  for  support,  and  I  ordered  the  twenty-first  Ohio  volunteers, 
of  Lirwell's  brigade,  to  his  assistance.  I  then  rode  forward  to  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  over  which  the  right  wing  and  centre  was  retiring,  to  get  a  position  for 
artillery,  when  I  was  met  by  a  strong  column^)f  the  enemy,  who  pressed  for- 
ward rapidly  between  me  and  the  troops  on  my  left,  leavhig  me  but  one  whole 
regiment,  the  seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  a  part  of  another,  or- 
ganized ;  with  the  artillery  in  my  charge,  with  its  ammunition  nearly  exhausted 
at  the  same  time,  my  ammunition  t^ain  had  been  driven  off  the  field.  At  this 
moment  reliable  information  reached  me  that  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was 
moving  from  our  right  to  our  rear,  and  a  colcmin  of  infantry  on  our  front  and 
left  Finding  it  impossible  to  organize  any  of  the  passing  troops,  and  unable 
to  communicate  with  General  Thomas,  and  being  informed  by  a  staff  officer  that 
Generals  Kosecrans,  McCook,  and  Crittenden  had  left  the  field,  I  deemed  it 
vitally  important  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  artillery,  which  appeared  to  be 
threatened  with  immediate  capture  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  who  was 
pressing  forward  on  my  front  and  right.  I  immediately  took  the  seventy-eighth 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  marched  to  the  mouth  of  the  gap,  two  miles  Irum 
Rossvdle,  the  first  open  ground  where  the  troops  could  be  collected  and  reor- 
ganized. 

I  found  Colonel  Parkhurst  here  with  the  ninth  Michigan  volunteers  energet- 
ically checking  the  struggle.  He  informed  me  that  General  Crittenden  had 
passed  some  hours  before,  and  had  ordered  him  with  all  the  troops  to  fall  back 
to  Chattanooga.  This  I  stated  to  him  was  inexpedient;  that  the  troops  must 
be  immediately  reorganized,  and  prepare  to  march  to  the  ftont  In  this  purpose  I 
was  ably  assisted  by  Colonel  Ducat,  Colonel  McKibben,  and  Captain  Joe  Hill, 
of  General  Rosecrans's  staff.  Colonel  Parkhurst,  of  General  Thomas's  staff,  Lieu- 
tenant Elkin  and  Lieutenant  Morris,  of  General  Baird's  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Wil- 
son, of  General  Sheridan's  staff,  members  of  my  own  staff,  with  other  officers  whose 
names  I  cannot  now  recall.  As  soon  as  I  had  cleared  the  gap  of  the  artillery 
and  transportation,  which  extended  back  some  distance,  and  in  great  confusion, 
and  formed  the  scattered  troops  into  battalions,  I  learned  that  General  Sher- 
idan was  close  at  hand  with  some  1,500  men.  I  rode  forward,  and  respectfully 
suggested  to  General  Sheridan  to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Thomas, 
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stating  that  I  would  join  him  with  all  the  troops  I  had  collected.  He  stated 
his  object  was  to  inarch  to  Rossville.  1  then  rode  forward  to  communicate  with 
General  Thomas ;  found  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  possession  of  the  road  between 
us,  preventing  my  ftirther  passage.  I  then  returned,  and  held  a  consultation 
with  Generals  Davis  and  Sheridan  and  Colonel  Ducat. 

It  was  determined  as  advisable  to  proceed  to  Rossville,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  obtaining  possession  of  the  cross-roads,  and  from  there  General  Sheridan 
would  move  to  the  support  of  General  Thomas  via  Lafayette  road.  The  column 
reached  Rossville  at  dark,  and  the  scattered  troops  were  organized  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Provisions  and  ammunition,  of  which  the  troops  were  destitute^ 
were  telegraphed  for  and  received  from  Chattanooga.  At  this  moment  I  learned 
that  General  Granger  had  gone  to  the  assistance  of  General  Thomas,  that  he 
was  safe,  and  that  the  troops  were  retiring  to  Rossville ;  also  that  General 
Sheridan  had  halted  three  miles  from  Rossville.  I  therefore  continued  the  organ- 
ization and  preparation  of  the  troops,  to  hold  our  position  against  a  force  of 
the  enemy  who  were  reported  to  be  advancing  from  the  direction  of  Ringold. 
Before  the  disposition  of  the  force  was  completed,  General  Thomas  with  a  por- 
tion of  his  command  arrived. 

September  21. — Early  in  the  morning  my  division  was  disposed  so  9  to  hold 
the  gap  and  mountain  crest  east  of  Rossville.  2  p.  m. — The  enemy  advanced  a 
hpavy  force,  with  artillery  on  the  Lafayette  road,  and  on  the  crest  of  the  moun- 
tain. After  a  brisk  engagement,  with  artillery  and  musketry,  he  was  checked 
in  the  gap  by  Stanley's  brigade  and  driven  from  the  mountain  crest  by  a  gaUant 
charge  of  the  fifteenth  Kentucky,  General  Beatty's  brigade.  5  p.  m. — ^'Fhe  enemy 
was  seen  moving  in  heavy  columns  to  our  right  and  massing  a  considerable  force 
on  our  front.  He  was  able  to  shell  our  position,  which  was  greatly  exposed  to 
his  artillery,  and  which  would  become  immediately  untenable  should  he  plant 
artillery  on  the  crest  of  the  mountain  beyond  our  line;  at  the;8ame  time  commu- 
nication with  Chattanooga  could  be  easily  cut  off.  The  troops  were  without 
supplies,  and  the  animals  had  had  no  food  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  troops 
were  accordingly  ordered  to  fall  back  to  Chattanooga.  6  p.  m. — The  sixty-uinih 
Ohio  volunteers,  of  Stanley's  brigade,  which  had  been  left  at  CoWan,  arrived  and 
took  position  in  the  gap.  My  division  was  directed  to  quietly  withdraw  to  Chatta- 
nooga at  midnight,  leaving  three  regiments  to  hold  the  picket  line  until  daylight. 
This  important  duty  was  intrusted  to  Colonel  S  tough  ton,  eleventh  Michigan  vol- 
unteers, who  performed  it  in  a  most  judicious  manner.  My  command  reached 
Chattanooga  at  2.30  a.  ra.,  and  took  the  position  designated  by  Major  Bond,  of 
General  Rosecrans's  staff.  At  daylight  we  occupied  the  unfinished  rebel  fort,  on 
the  west  side  of  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  and  immediately  commenced  its 
completion  for  defence.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  General  Beatty  and 
Colonel  Stanley  for  the  details  of  the  brilliant  operations  of  their  brigades  while 
temporarily  separated  by  order  and  the  tide  of  battle  on  Sunday.  The  conduct 
of  these  two  officers  was  highly  creditable,  and  that  of  their  troops  brave  and 
efficient.  General  Beatty  gallantly  remained  upon  the  field  of  battle,  in  com- 
mand of  scattered  troops,  after  most  of  his  brigade  had  been  driven  from  it  and 
separated  from  by  the  charge  of  the  enemy  upon  the  left.  Colonel  Stanley  con- 
tinued to  command  his  brigade  when  he  received  a  severe  contusion  fr-om  a  frag- 
TOe»t  of  a  shell,  when  Colonel  Stoughton,  eleventh  Michigan  volunteers,  assumed 
command  and  ably  handled  the  brigade. 

In  Lirwell's  brigade,  the  twenty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  which  assisted  General 
Brannan,  suffered  severely,  holding  their  position  at  the  base  of  the  ridge  until 
they  had  exhausted  nearly  all  their  ammunition,  and  were  compelled  to  supply 
themselves  from  their  dead  comrades. 

When  General  Brannan,  with  his  division,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  twenty- 
first  Ohio  volunteers,  was  left  to  hold  their  position,  during  which  they  lost 
heavily,  the  balance  of  Colonel  Lirwell's  brigade,  although  (kployed  at  several 
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points  and  compelled  to  change  position  freauently  during  the  day,  rendered 
yaloable  services,  not  only  in  battle,  but  with  tne  assistance  of  the  ninth  Michi- 
gan volunteers  in  rallying  and  organizing  a  number  of  the  scattered  troops  and 
in  saving  the  artillery  and  transportation  which  occupied  the  road  and  choked 
up  the  gap,  endangering  the  immediate  capture  of  the  whole  by  the  enemy. 

The  highest  compliment  I  am  able  to  bestow  upon  both  officers  and  men  of 
the  entire  division  is  to  simply  refer  to  their  endurance,  fortitude,  cheerful  obe- 
dience, and  heroic  conduct  during  the  entire  campaign  and  battle. 

J  respectfully  direct  attention  to  the  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  com- 
manders for  the  lists  of  those  desiring  honorable  mention,  which  I  cordially  ap- 
prove. All  members  of  my  staff  performed  their  duties  with  coolness  and  ability 
and  entirely  satisfactory.  Captain  Johnson,  division  inspector;  Captain  Hough, 
(nineteenth  United  States  infantry,)  A.  C.  M. ;  Lieutenant  Moody,  aide-de-camp, 
rendered  important  services.  Their  gallantry  and  efficiency  is  worthy  of  special 
mention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  NEGLEY, 

Major  General. 

LieuMRant  Colonel  Geo.  E.  Flvnt, 

Chief  of  Staff  lith  Army  Corp$. 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  A.  D,  C. 


Hbadquartbrs  Third  Division,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Chattanooga,  Tenn,,  September  29,  1863. 

Colon  kl  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  major  gene- 
ral commanding,  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division,  third, 
14th  army  corps,  during  the  engagement  of  the  19th  and  20th  September,  1863, 
on  Chickamanga  creek. 

In  accordance  with  orders  I  struck  the  camp  of  my  division  at  Gowan's  ford, 
Chickamanga  creek,  at  about  5  p.  m.,  on  the  18th  instant,  and  advanced  by  the 
Chattanooga  road  to  the  junction  of  the  Lafayette  road,  about  three  (3)  miles 
above  Crawfish  spring,  whence,  taking  the  latter  road,  I  arrived  by  daylight  at 
a  point  about  two  and  one-half  (2^)  miles  distant  from  its  junction  with  the 
Chattanooga  road.  I  was  much  retarded  in  this  march,  which  continued  during 
the  entire  night,  by  the  delay  of  the  21st  corps  in  getting  into  position,  having 
frequently  to  halt  for  a  considerable  time  to  enable  portions  of  that  command  to 
come  up  from  the  rear  of  my  column.  On  arriving  at  a  point  on  the  Lafayette 
road,  known  as  Kelley's  house,  I  received  orders  from  Major  General  Thomas 
to  capture,  if  possible,  a  rebel  force,  represented  by  Colonel  Daniel  McCook  to 
be  a  brigade  cut  off  on  the  west  side  of  the  Chickamanga  creek ;  failing  in  this, 
to  drive  it  across  the  creek.  In  obedience  to  these  instructions,  I  advanced  the 
second  brigade  of  my  division,  Colonel  John  F.  Croxton,  fourth  regiment  Ken- 
tucky volunteer  infantry  commanding,  by  the  Reid's  Bridge  road,  towards  the  rebe£ 
left,  wliile  the  remaining  brigades  of  my  command  advanced  by  the  Daffren's- 
Ford  road,  to  strike  the  supposed  right  of  the  enemy's  position. 

Shortly  after  7  a.  m.,  on  the  19th  instant,  the  second  brigade  having  advanced 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  towards  the  Chickamanga,  came  upon  a  strong  force 
of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  two  (2)  divisions  instead  of  the  supposed  brigade,, 
who  made  a  furious  attack,  repulsing  General  Croxton's  first  advance.  The 
rebels  following  this  up  with  a  much  superior  force,  a  desperate  conflict  ensued.  Colo- 
nel Croxton  maintaining  his  ground  with  great  determination,  and  though  suffer- 
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ing  considerable  loss,  refiising  to  yield  His  position  to  the  most  fnrions  efforts  of 
the  rebels.  At  this  point  Colonel  Carroll,  tenth  regiment  Indiana  volunteer 
infantry,  fell  moTUOly  wounded,  while  gallantly*  leading  his  regiment,  and  Lieu- 
tenant  Colonel  P.  B.  Hunt,  commanding  fourth  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry, 
was  carried  from  the  field  in  a  scarcely  less  precarious  condition.  On  Colonel 
Hunt  being  wounded,  I  sent  Major  R.  M.  Keely,  division  inspector,  at  his  own 
request,  to  command  the  fourth  Kentucky,  which  he  did  that  day  and  the  follow- 
ing in  the  most  gallant  manner. 

I  here  therefore  re-enforced  Colonel  Croxton  with  the  thirty  first  Ohio  vol- 
unteer infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lister  commanding,  from  the  left,  being  the 
only  force  available.  In  the  mean  time  the  third  brigade,  Colonel  F.  Van  jDef- 
veer,  thirty-fifth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  commanding,  supported  the  first  brigade, 
with  two  (2)  regiments,  (Colonel  J.  M.  Connell,  seventeenth  Ohio  volunteer  in- 
fantry, commanding,)  having  advanced  about  one  and  a  half  mile  on  the  Daffiren's 
Ford  road,  came  into  collision  with  the  rebels,  strongly  posted,  who  opened  with 
a  tremendous  fire  of  musketry  and  cannon  at  short  range.  This,  however,  could 
not  deter  the  third  brigade,  which'  bore  down  upon  the  rebels  with  irresistible 
determination,  driving  them  back  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  creek,  when 
the  rebels,  making  a  feint  on  the  left,  rapidly  threw  a  heavy  force  upon  My  right, 
and  succeeded  in  partially  piercing  the  centre,  where  the  communication  with 
the  extreme  ri^ht  was  unavoidably  weak  and  disconnected.  About  this  period, 
at  my  repeated  and  earnest  request  for  re-enforcements,  General  Thomas  sent 
the  first  division  to  my  support,  and  the  greater  portion  of  that  command  ad- 
vanced to  my  centre  to  arrest  the  movement  of  the  enemy.  In  this,  however, 
the  first  division  failed,  the  troops  retiring  with  some  precipitance,  leaving  the 
battery  of  the  regular  brigade  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  communication 
entirely  cut  off  between  my  extreme  flanks.  I,  however,  succeeded  in  prevenV- 
ing  the  rebels  from  following  up  their  advantage  at  this  point  by  a  charge  of 
portions  of  the  first  and  third  brigades,  during  which  the  battery  of  the  regular 
brigade  was  retaken  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by  the  ninth  Ohio  infantry, 
(Colonel  Gustavus  Cammerling  commanding.)  The  enemy,  however,  continued 
to  press  heavily  on  the  centre,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  re-establish  and  hold 
communication  between  my  flanks,  I  withdrew  to  a  ridge  about  half  a  mile  finom 
the  Lafayette  road,  removing  my  dead  and  wounded,  and  formed  line  there,  without 
molestation,  at  about  2  p.  m.  About  3  p.  m.,  by  direction  of  Major  General 
Thomas,  I  moved  the  first  and  third  brigades  to  the  right,  in  rear  of  the  second 
brigade,  and  subsequently,  in  accordance  with  orders  to  that  effect,  withdrew  my 
entire  division  to  the  right  on  the  Lafayette  road,  resigning  my  first  position  to 
Baird's,  Palmer's,  and  Johnson's  divisions. 

During  this  day  the  2d  brigade  maintained  a  severe  conflict  without  intennis- 
sion  for  a  period  of  six  hours,  repulsing  with  great  slaughter  the  repeated  attacks 
of  a  superior  force,  and  capturing  five  guns,  which  they  brought  off  the  field. 
The  other  brigades  of  the  division  cannot  have  had  less  severe  work,  owing  to 
the  number  of  points  from  which  they  were  at  different  times  attacked,  and  the 
vastly  superior  force  of  the  enemy  immediately  opposed  to  them.  It  was  only  by  the 
most  unflinching  courage  and  determination  that  these  points  could  be  held  be- 
fore the  overwhelming  masses  of  troops  hurled  against  them  by  the  rebels  where 
every  effort  appeared  to  be  directed  towards  breaking  this  line  and  securing  the 
line  of  communication  in  its  rear. 

I  bivouacked  on  the  night  of  the  19th  on  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  Lafay- 
■ctte  road,  my  left  brigade  nearly  joining  it  at  Dyer's  house,  and  my  two  right 
brigades  thr«.)wn  back  at  right  angles  on  the  heights  of  Missionary  ridge.  Dorinff 
the  night  I  was  ordered  to  put  two  brigades  into  line,  connecting  Reynolds's  and 
Negley's  divisions,  which  I  accordingly  did,  completing  the  movement  before 
•daylight.  On  the  20th  I  moved  the  third  brigade  of  my  division  shortly  aftei 
^daylight  of  the  20th  as  support,  in  rear  of  first  and  second  brigades.    I  had  now 
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0  brigades  in  line  with  one  in  snpport,  Neglej  being  on  my  right  and  Rey- 
Ids  on  my  lef%.  After  a  continnons  flank  movement  of  some  duration  by  the 
dre  line  to  the  left,  the  engagement  aboat  9  a.  m.  hy  a  fhrioos  attack  on 
ird's  division,  which,  proving  of  a  determined  nature,  my  supporting  brigade 
s  ordered  to  support  that  division.  Negley  having  previously  removed  to  the 
treme  left  of  the  corps,  and  Vancleve,  who  had  replaced  him,  having  shortly 
erwards  been  ordered  in  the  same  direction.  Wood  was  now  on  my  imme- 
ite  right;  Wood  being  almost  immediately  afterwards  ordered  to  the  left, 
ived  out  of  the  line,  while  Davis  took  ground  to  his  left  to  fill  the  vacancy 
ued  by  Wood.  In  this  movement  a  slight  interval  occured  in  the  line,  which 
)  rebels  took  advantage  of  with  great  rapidity,  intercepting  and  breaking  the 
B  of  battle  of  the  army  at  this  point.  Wood  being  taken  while  marching  by 
)  flank,  broke  and  fled  in  confusion,  and  my  line  actually  attacked  from  the 
jr,  was  obliged  to  swing  back  on  the  right,  which  it  accomplished  with  wonder- 
regularity  under  such  circumstances,  (with,  however,  the  exception  of  a 

rtion  of  the  first  brigade,  which,  being  much  exposed,  broke  with  considerable 
order.)  The  line  being  now  broken,  and  severely  pressed  at  this  point,  and 
iat  confusion  prevailing  in  the  support,  composed  of  Wood's  and  Vancleve's 
iaionsy-l  formed  the  remnant  of  my  command,  and  such  stragglers  from  other 
omands  as  I  could  rally  and  bring  into  position,  in  line  to  resist,  if  possible, 
!  pressure  of  the  now  aavancing  rebels.  In  this  manner  I  succeeded  in  hold- 
;  the  enemy  in  check  for  a  considerable  time,  until  finding  that  the  rebels  wero 
ving  on  my  right  to  gain  command  of  the  valley,  by  which  the  right  (McGook) 
B  retreating.  I  swung  back  my  right  flank,  and  moving  about  half  a  mile  to 
t  rear,  took  up  a  good  position  on  a  commanding  ridge.  General  Negley 
bo  had  a  portion  of  his  command  intact)  having  pledged  himself  to  hold  my 
ht  and  rear.  Finding  that  this  latter  point  was  the  key  to  the  position  so 
>ired  by  the  enemy,  I  made  every  preparation  to  defend  it  to  the  last,  my 
omand  being  somewhat  increased  by  the  arrival  of  portions  of  Palmer's  and 
gley's  divisions,  and  most  opportunely  re-enforced  by  Colonel  Van  Durver's 
gade,  (third,)  which  having  successfully,  though  with  great  loss,  held  its  pr^ 
iouB  position  io  the  general  line  until  all  in  its  vicinity  had  retreated, 
ired  in  good  order,  actually  cutting  its  way  through  the  rebels  to  rejoin  my 
iflion.  This  gallant  brigade  was  one  of  the  few  who  maintained  their  organi- 
ion  perfect  through  the  hard-fought  passes  of  that  portion  of  the  field.    Nothing 

1  exceed  the  desperate  determination  with  which  the  rebels  endeavored  to 
Q  possession  of  this  point,  hurling  entire  divisions  on  my  small  force,  in  their 
ce  eagerness  to  gain  a  position  which  would  undoubtedly  have  given  them 

grand  advantage  of  the  day.     My  troops  maintained  their  ground  with  ob 
lacy,  evincing  great  gallantry  and  devotion,  in  the  most  trying  circumstauces, 
j1  ne-enforced  about  3.30  p.  m.  by  a  portion  of  General  Granger's  reserve 
ps,  who  took  up  the  position  that  should  have  been  occupied  during  the  day 
Negley 's  division. 

general  Negley,  so  far  from  holding  my  right  as  he  had  promised,  retired  with 
raordinary  deliberation  to  Rossville  at  an  early  period  of  the  day,  taking  with 
1  a  portion  of  my  division,  (as  will  be  seen  by  tne  report  of  Colonel  ConnelU 
imanding  first  brigade*)  and  leaving  me  open  to  attack  from  the  right  as  well 
^om  the  left  and  front,  (from  which  points  the  rebels  attacked  me  simulta- 
nsly  on  several  occasions,)  and  my  rear  so  far  exposed  that  my  staff  officers 
t  back  for  ammunition  were  successfully  cut  off,  and  the  ammunition,  of  such 
ii  importance  at  that  time,  prevented  from  reaching  me,  thus  necessitating 

use  of  the  bayonet  as  my  only  means  of  defence.  I  remained  in  this  posi- 
1  heavily  engaged  until  sunset,  re-enforced  at  intervals  by  the  ninth  regiment 
liana  volunteers,  sent  me  at  my  request  by  General  Hazen,  and  the  sixty- 
hth  and  one  hundred  and  first  regiments  Indiana  volunteers  sent  by  order  of 
neral  Thomas,  also  the  twenty -^t  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  all  of  whom  re* 
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mained  in  position  and  behaved  with  steadiness  while  their  ammanition  lasted. 
Colonel  Stoughton  with  a  portion  of  a  brigade  also  rallied  at  this  point  and  did 
good  service.  Finding  my  ammunition  almost  entirely  exhausted,  some  of  the 
troops  having  none  at  all  and  the  remainder  but  one  or  two  rounds,  I  ordered  it 
to  be  reserved  until  the  last  and  final  efforts,  and  resort  to  the  bayonet  aa  a 
means  of  defence. 

Several  charges  were  made  by  the  entire  command  during  the  last  attack  of 
the  enemy,  by  which  they  were  gallantly  driven  from  the  ridge  where  they  had 
obtained  a  momentary  lodgement.  My  entire  force  during  the  day  and  afternoon 
on  this  ridge  could  not  have  been  over  2,500  men,  including  the  stragglers  of 
various  regiments  and  divisions,  beidee  my  own  immediate  command.  Shortly 
after  sunset  I  withdrew  without  molestation  to  Rossville,  where  I  bivouacked  for 
the  night,  my  retreat  being  covered  by  the  sixty-eighth  and  one  hundred  and 
first  Indiana  volunteer  infantry,  (the  only  troops  who  had  a  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion.) This  duty  was  satisfactorily  performed  by  these  regiments,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  C.  A.  Cilley,  of  Colonel  Van  Durver's  staff.  I  cannot  speak 
too  highly  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  my  command  during  these  engagements. 
The  accompanying  report  of  killed  and  wounded  is  a  sad  but  glorious  report  of 
the  stern  devotion  with  which  the  officers  and  men  of  the  third  division  main- 
tained their  stand  in  the  desperate  position  assigned  them  during  the  battle  of 
the  19th  and  20th.  To  the  commanding  officers  of  brigades,  regiments,  and 
batteries  the  highest  praise  is  due  for  the  able  and  fearless  manner  in  which  they 
managed  their  commands,  in  circumstances  of  more  than  ordinary  trial.  I  here- 
with forward  their  several  reports,  to  which  I  respectfully  refer  yon  for  an 
account  of  the  individual  action  of  the  different  portions  of  my  division,  and  I 
cheerfully  indorse  such  special  mention  as  is  made  of  deserving  members  of  the 
command.  Where  the  conduct  of  all  is  so  commendable,  it  is  hardly  possible 
for  me  to  select  any  for  particular  mention,  yet  I  cannot  conclude  this  report 
without  bringing  to  the  special  notice  of  the  commanding  general  the  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  of  Colonel  F.  Van  Durver,thirty-fifkh  regiment  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  commanding  third  brigade,  whose  fearlessness  and  calm  judgment  in  the 
most  trying  situations  added  materially  to  the  efficiency  of  his  command,  which 
he  handled  both  days  in  the  most  skilful  manner,  punishing  the  enemy  severely. 
As  also  the  gallant  and  dashing  Croxton,  (fourth  Kentucky  infantry,  command- 
ing second  brigade,)  who,  though  severely  and  painfully  wounded  early  the  second 
day,  remained  on  the  field  rallying  and  encouraging  his  men  until  utterly  ex- 
hausted. Colonel  Connel,  seventeenth  Ohio  infantry,  commanding  first  brigade, 
acted  with  coolness  and  judgment,  and  with  his  brigade  rendered  efficient  service, 
fighting  most  gallantly. 

Captain  Church,  commanding  fourth  Michigan  battery,  First  Lieutenant  F.  G. 
Smith,  commanding,  and  First  Lieutenant  Rodney,  battery  I,  fourth  United 
States  artillery,  as  also  First  Lieutenant  Gary,  commanding  company  C,  first 
Ohio  volunteer  artillery,  are  worthy  of  mention  for  their  gallantry  and  the 
skill  and  judgment  with  which  they  worked  their  guns.  The  opportune  arrival 
of  Major  General  Granger's  command  1  consider  saved  the  army  from  total 
route,  being  left  to  my  own  resources  by  General  Negley,  who  I  supposed  to  be 
on  my  right.  I  could  not  have  held  my  position  against  another  attack  had 
not  General  Granger's  troops  got  into  position  to  prevent  my  being  flanked  on 
the  right.  I  am  indebted  to  General  Steedman  for  a  small  supply  t)f  ammuni- 
tion, when  I  was  depending  solely  upon  the  bayonet  for  repulsing  the  next 
assault.     The  staff  of  my  division.  Captain  Louis  I  Lambert,  assistant  adjutant 

General;  Captain  George  S.  Roper,  commissary  of  subsistence;  Captain  Lewis 
ohnson,  tenth  Indiana  volunteers,  provost  marshal ;  Lieutenant  Ira  V.  G^rmaui, 
aide-de-camp ;  Lieutenant  F.  V.  Webb,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieutenant  Dame,  tenth 
Kentucky  infantry,  topographical  engineer,  missing — performed  their  duties  with 
fearlessness  and  great  gallantry,  carrying  my  orders  under  the  severest  fire,  and 
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using  every  effort  to  rally  aud  encourage  the  troops  to  return  to  their  flag,  when 
a  panic  had  evidently  seized  many,  particularly  of  other  divisions. 

The  medical  director,  Surgeon  Tollman,  second  Minnesota  volunteer  infantry, 
made  successfully  all  the  arrangements  for  the  care  of  the  wounded  that  could 
be  expected,  considering  their  great  numbers.  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  White, 
ordnance  officer,  did  his  duty  well,  supplying  the  ammunition  promptly  under 
heavy  fire,  until  his  communication  with  the  line  was  cut  off.  Brigadier  Gren- 
eral  John  Beatty  joined  me  on  the  hill  where  our  last  stand  was  made,  and 
gave  great  assistance  in  rallying  the  troops  and  keeping  them  in  position.  Col- 
onel M.  B.  Walker,  thirty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  joined  me  shortly  after 
we  fell  back  to  the  ridge,  and  offered  his  services  to  me,  as,  beingin  arrest,  he  had 
DO  command.  Being  short  of  staff  officers,  I  accepted  Colonel  Walker's  services, 
and  well  he  served  me  and  his  country,  rallying  and  collecting  the  men  and 
encouraging  them  to  stand,  by  his  energy  and  personal  courage.  I  am  much 
indebted  to  him.  The  thirty-eighth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  Phelps 
commanding,  of  the  first  brigade,  was  detailed  on  the  18th  as  guard  to  the  sup- 
ply and  general  train  of  the  division,  and  being  subsequently  ordered  across  the 
river  by  General  Rosecrans,  was  unable  to  participate  in  the  engagement  of 
either  day.     The  unavoidable  absence  of  this  regiment  is  much  to  be  regretted. 

Total  number  engaged,  5,998.  Total  loss  during  the  19th  and  20th. — Killed, 
325;  wounded,  1,639;  missing,  210.     Total,  2,174. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BRANNAN, 
Brigadier  Qenerah  Commanding  Division. 

Geo.  E.  Flv.nt, 

Lieut,  CoL,  A,  A.  G.  and  Chief  of  Staff t  lith  Army  Corps. 


•    Headquarters  Third  Division  14th  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga^  September  26,  1863. 
General:  Immediately  after  taking  the  battery  of  your  brigade  the  ninth 
Ohio  volunteers  were  ordered  to  their  brigade,  which  the  rebels  had  attacked  in 
considerable  force,  leaving  the  battery  in  charge  of  the  seventeenth  Ohio  volun- 
teers. This  regiment  remained  in  charge  of  the  battery  until  it  was  known 
you  had  gent  a  regiment  to  relieve  it,  when,  there  being  no  rebels  in  the  vicinity, 
the  seventeenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry  hurried  to  the  left,  where  their  services 
'Were  much  needeed. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  BRANXAN, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Division. 
General  King,  First  Division. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade.  First  Division, 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  September  26,  1863. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true^opy. 

^  JAS.  W.  FORSYTHE, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
True  copy: 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide  de- Camp. 
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Hbadquartbrs  Fourth  Division  14th  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn,,  September  23,  1863^ 

Colonel:  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  fourth  division, 
14th  army  corps,  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  creek,  Georgia,  September  19 
and  20,  1863. 

The  division  moved  from  Pond  spring  about  4  p.  m.  on  the  18th,  and  having 
marched  all  night,  halted  one  hour  for  breakfast  near  Osbom's,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded, by  order  of  General  Thomas,  commanding  14th  corps,  to  take  position 
in  line  of  battle  northeast  of  Glann's  house;  while  taking  this  position  the 
division  was  ordered  to  advance  immediately  towards  McDaniel's  and  enter  in  the 
action  then  progressing  on  our  left.  I  at  once  reported  in  person  to  the  corpe 
commander,  and,  in  accordance  with  his  instructions,  directed  the  third  brigade 
(Turchin'e)  to  take  position  southeast  of  Kelley's  cross-roads.  The  second 
brigade  (King's)  was  about  leaving  the  main  road  to  take  place  on  the  right  of 
the  third,  when  I  met  General  Pjdmer  in  the  road,  who  represented  that  his 
command  had  gained  upon  the  enemy,  but  was  nearly  out  of  ammunition  and  in 
great  need  of  assistance  to  enable  him  to  hold  what  he  had  gained,  at  least 
until  they  could  replenish  ammunition.  This,  although  not  the  precise  position 
indicated  to  me  for  the  second  brigade,  was  very  close  to  it,  and  appeared  to  be 
a  place  that  it  was  essential  to  fill  at  once,  and  no  other  troops  were  in  sight  to 
take  the  position.  Three  regiments,  under  Colonel  E.  A.  King,  were  therefoie 
ordered  in  at  this  point,  leaving  in  my  hands  one  regiment,  seventy-flfth  Indiana, 
and  Harris's  battery.  I  had  just  arrived  on  the  field  and,  found  my  division  would 
occupy  about  the  centre  of  our  line.  No  reserve  force  being  anywhere  apparent, 
I  determined  to  form  one  of  Harris's  battery  and  the  seventy-fifth  Indiana,  to 
which  was  shortly  added  Swallow's  battery,  (which  I  found  on  the  road  uneii>- 
ployed,)  and  the  ninety-second  Illinois,  (temporarily  dismounted.)  In  a  short 
time  the  sixth  Ohio  came  from  the  front  and  took  position  near  Harris's  battery 
to  re-supply  ammunition.  General  Palmer  soon  called  also  for  the  seventy-fifth 
Indiana  temporarily ;  it  was  ordered  to  go,  the  sixth  Ohio  serving  in  the  interim 
as  support  to  the  guns.  The  sixth  having  been  re-supplied  with  ammunition, 
was  subsequently  ordered  away,  leaving  the  ninety-second  Illinois  the  only 
support  for  the  batteries.  The  seventy -fifth  Indiana  returned  late  in  the  day 
and  in  some  disorder,  having  relieved  an  entire  brigade  and  done  efficient 
service.  Calls  for  support  had  been  made  from  the  right,  to  which  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  respond.  General  J.  C.  Davis  arrived  and  inquired  where 
troops  were  needed.  I  gave  him  the  substance  of  my  information,  and  he  led  h\& 
division  in  on  our  right  Fnally  a  call  came  direct  from  Colonel  E.  A.  King, 
who  had  drifted  further  to  the  right,  that  he  was  hard  pressed,  and  wanted  his 
own  regiment,  the  seventy-fifth  Indiana.  This  regiment  had  gone,  but  I  ordered 
to  him  the  ninety-second  Illinois,  trusting  to  regiments  returning  to  the  road  to 
re-supply  ammunition  for  support  to  the  batteries,  or  that  in  cane  the  force  in 
front  were  driven  back,  of  which  I  felt  there  was  danger,  I  might  rally  them 
around  the  batteries  and  re-establish  the  line.  The  two  howitzers  of  the  ninety- 
second  Illinois  were  now  added  to  the  two  batteries,  and  the  ninety-second 
started  to  King's  support.  Scarcely  had  it  cleared  the  front  of  the  guns  when 
this  regiment  was  struck  in  flank  by  our  own  forces  retiring,  followed  closely 
by  the  enemy.  I  met  our  retiring  regiments  in  person,  pointed  them  to  fourteen 
guns  in  position  as  evidence  that  the  enemjynust  be  thrown  back,  and  by  great 
exertion  succeeded  in  reforming  several  reg^ents  in  rear  of  the  batteries. 

Battery  H,  fourth  regiment  artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Russell,  at 
this  time  came  to  our  position,  and  was  ordered  into  action  on  Harris's  left. 
These  batteries  fired  with  terrible  effect  upon  the  enemy,  his  progress  was  checked, 
and  our  line  for  a  time  prevented  frQm  yielding  any  ftirther.  The  enemy  now 
shifted  further  to  the  right,  where  there  was  evidently  an  opening  in  our  lines* 
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and  coming  in  on  tbeir  right  flank,  our  regiments  again  became  disheartened  and 
began  to  retire.  The  batteries  following  the  regiments  changed  front  and  fired 
to  the  right,  and  the  line  was  reformed  along  a  fence  nearly  perpendicular  to  its 
former  position,  with  the  batteries  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  the  enemy  pushing 
Btill  further  to  the  right  and  rear.  I  rallied  and  formed  into  double  line  some 
ten  or  twelve  other  returning  regiments,  which  came  in  from  the  left  centre,  and 
placing  the  front  line  under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Croxton,  tenth 
Kentucky,  ordered  them  to  swing  around  on  the  left  flank  as  a  pivot ;  this  order 
was  well  executed  by  both  lines  in  our  rear,  thus  entirely  cleared  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  now  nearly  sundown,  and  operations  on  this  part  of  the  field  ceased  for 
the  day. 

On  the  20th  my  division  was  posted  at  Kelley's  cross-roads  in  echelon,  the 
tihird  brigade  (Turchin's)  in  front,  and  immediately  on  General  Palmer's  right ; 
the  second  brigade  (King's)  slightly  retired  to  secure  good  ground,  and  facing 
the  main  Rossville  and  Layfayette  road.  Two  brigades  of  the  third  division,  14h 
army  corps,  (Brannan's,)  were  on  my  right;  my  division  was  formed  in  two  lines, 
nearly  one-half  of  the  infantry  being  in  reserve.  During  the  early  morning  of 
the  20th  temporary  breastworks  were  erected  of  such  material  as  could  be  found 
at  hand,  and  were  of  great  benefit.  The  attack  of  the  enemy  in  our  position 
commenced  about  10  o'clock,  and  was  very  heavy ;  he  was  successfully  repulsed 
at  all  points  in  front  of  our  position  without  calling  upon  the  second  line  of  infantry. 
About  1 1  o'clock  the  two  brigades  of  the  third  division  being  hea^nly  pressed  in 
£^nt  and  right  flank,  which  had  been  left  uncovered,  began  to  yield.  Colonel 
Croxton  reported  this  to  me,  and  personal  inspection  verified  the  report.  The 
one  hundred  and  fifth  Ohio,  Major  Perkins  commanding,  and  until  this  time  lying 
in  reserve,  was  ordered  to  face  the  enemy,  and  go  at  them  with  the  bayonet ;  the 
order  was  gallantly  executed ;  the  enemy  was  thrown  back,  and  the  yieldinar 
regiments  partially  rallied,  but  the  enemy  returning  with  increased  force,  and 
taming  their  right,  these  regiments  were  borne  back,  the  one  hundred  and  fifth 
Ohio  with  them. 

The  latter  regiment  carried  off  the  field  the  rebel  General  Adams,  wounded, 
who  had  been  previously  captured  by  Captain  Guthrie's  company,  of  the  nine- 
teenth Illinois.  After  all  the  troops  had  left  the  right  of  my  division,  and  the 
enemy  was  silenced  in  front^  a  column  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  the  main  road, 
in  the  prolongation  of  the  line  of  battle  of  the  second  brigade ;  at  this  same 
time  a  rebel  battery  was  firing  into  the  rear  of  this  brigade.  The  position  of  the 
second  brigade  was  therefore  changed  so  as  to  throw  its  left  nearer  the  right  of 
the  third  brigade,  and  to  face  the  enemy,  who  had  taken  position  on  our  right 
and  rear.  At  this  time  the  division  was  out  of  ammunition,  except  such  as  was 
gathered  from  the  boxes  of  the  dead,  and  the  enemy  was  between  us  and  our 
ammunition  train ;  but  for  this  circumstance  we  could  have  maintained  our 
position  indefinitely.  The  ammunition  train,  by  another  route,  got  safely  to 
Chattanooga.  We  remained  in  this  position  for  some  time,  when  orders  were 
received  from  the  corps  commander  to  prepare  to  change  our  position,  and  the 
divisioniu  a  short  time  received  an  order  to  initiate  a  movement  towards  Rossville. 
This  was  done  with  the  brigade  still  formed  in  two  lines,  and  moving  by  flank  in 
parallel  columns,  thus  ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to  face  in  double  line  in  either  of 
the  directions  in  which  firing  had  lately  been  heard.  Arriving  at  the  Rossville 
road,  the  command  was  met  by  the  corps  commander  in  person,  and  I  was  directed 
to  form  line  perpendicular  to  the  Rossville  road.  This  done.  General  Thomas 
pointed  in  the  direction  of  Rossville\nd  said,  "There  they  are,  clear  them  out." 
The  division  was  faced  about,  and  a  charge  ordered  and  executed  in  two  lines,  at 
double  quick  through  the  rebel  lines,  dispersing  them  and  capturing  more  than  two 
hundred  prisoners,  under  a  fire  of  infantry  in  front  and  artillery  in  flank.  I  under- 
stand that  this  movement  was  intended  to  open  the  way  to  Rossville  for  the  army, 
and  did  not  then  know  of  any  other  road  to  tn^t  point.   I  therefore  pressed  right  on 


78  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

in  the  charge,  expecting  the  whole  division  to  do  the  same,  tfcitil  the  rebel  lines  and 
batteries  were  cleared  and  the  road  opened,  and  found  myself  with  only  aboQ( 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  third  brigade,  under  Goloneli  Lane  eleventh  Ohio, 
near  the  field  hospital  of  the  14th  corps.  The  remainder  of  the  division  pro- 
ceeded to  the  high  grounds  on  the  left,  by  order  of  General  Thomas  j  the  third 
brigade  was  re»formed  by  Brigadier  General  Turchin,  who  had  bis  horse  shot 
under  him  in  the  charge  ;  the  second  brigade  was  re-formed  by  Colonel  M.  S. 
Robinson,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  that  brigade  after  the  death  of 
Colonel  E.  A.  King ;  the  advance  party  re-formed  the  division  on  the  ridge  to 
the  west  of  the  road,  and  the  whole  division  marched  to  Rossville  by  the  vaUey 
road.  The  first  brigade  (Wilder*8  mounted  infantry)  was  detached  from  the 
division  by  order  of  the  department  commander,  except  the  ninety-second 
Illinois,  which  was  with  the  division  on  the  19th.  The  operations  of  this 
brigade  will  be  reported  seperately. 

The  brigade  commanders.  Brigadier  General  J.  B.  Turchin  and  Colonel  E. 
A.  King,  hiindled  their  brigades  with  skill  and  judgment,  and  no  instance  of 
confusion  or  disorder  occurred  to  the  batteries;  Harris's  nineteenth  Indiana  and 
Andrews's  twenty-first  Indiana  were  skilfully  and  bravely  managed  and  did 
fine  execution  ;  the  nineteenth  battery  on  both  days,  and  the  twenty-first 
battery  more  especially  on  the  20th.  Captain  Harris  was  wounded  on  the 
19th,  His  battery  was  ably  commanded  on  the  20th  by  Lieutenant  Lackey. 
This  battery  lost  two  guns,  one  left  on  the  field,  the  horses  killed;  the 
other  disabled  by  the  enemy's  fire.  Andrews's  battery  lost  one  gun,  left 
from  the  breaking  of  the  harness.  The  untimely  fall  of  Colonel  King  renders 
it  impracticable  to  obtain  a  connected  report  of  the  operations  of  the  second 
brigade ;  the  regiments  were  ably  commanded,  as  follows :  one  hundred  and 
first  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Doau ;  seventy-fifth  Indiana,  Colonel  Robin- 
son ;  sixty-eighth  Indiana,  Captain  Espy,  wounded ;  one  hundred  and  fifth 
Ohio,  Major  Perkins,  wounded.  The  division  staff  were  at  their  posts  and 
discharged  their  duties  promptly  and  faithfully.  Major  John  Levering,  assistant 
adjutant  general,  sick  in  ambulance  ;  Major  0.  O.  Herrick,  medical  director, 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  Captain  F.  F.  Starkweather,  assistant  quarter- 
master; Captain  J.  C.  Leech,  commissary  of  subsistance;  Captain  C.  0.  Howard* 
mustering  officer,  aide-de-camp,  wounded  in  the  hand ;  Captain  J.  F.  Floyd, 
one  hundred  and  first  Ohio,  aide-de-camp ;  Captain  P.  B.  Hanna,  seventy- 
second  Indiana,  provost  marshal,  (wounded  ;)  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Arm- 
strong, seventeenth  Indiana,  ordnance  officer;  Second  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Bain- 
bridge,  one  hundred  and  first  Indiana,  aide-de-camp,  wounded  in  the  arm ; 
Sergeant  Daniel  Bush,  company  D,  one  hundred  and  first  Indiana,  orderly  at 
headquarters,  was  badly  wounded  and  has  since  died.  Among  the  deaths  the 
country  has  to  deplore  the  loss  of  Colonel  E.  A.  King,  commanding  second 
brigade,  and  Colonel  W.  G.  Jones,  commanding  thirty-sixth  Ohio,  both  superior 
officers.  Herewith  are  submitted  lists  of  casualties,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  total  loss  of  the  division  in  killed  and  wounded  and  missing  is  (963)  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-three. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major  General  Commanding  Diruion* 

Lieutenant  Colonel  FlVNT, 

Assistant  AHjutant  General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

True  copy :  S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp* 
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Hbadciuarters  Second  Divfrion,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  September  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  eubmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
division  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  20th  instant. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  while  in  camp  near  Oatlctt's  Gap,  a  passage 
through  Pigeon  mountain,  I  received  an  order  to  move  forward  on  the  Chatta- 
nooga road  to  the  support  of  the  left.  On  my  arrival  at  Crawfish  spring,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps  to  move  forward 
and  report  to  Major  General  Thomas,  from  whom  I  would  receive  orders.  I 
at  once  sent  Captain  E.  T.  Wells,  of  my  staff,  to  report  to  General  Thomas,  and 
to  receive  from  him  such  orders  as  he  might  have  for  me.  The  instructions  I 
received  were  to  move  in  the  direction  of  the  cannonading.  Arriving  near  the 
battle-field,  I  met  Major  General  Thomas,  who  ordered  me  to  form  line  of  battle 
and  move  forward  and  attack.  My  division  was  formed  with  Wiliich*s  brigade 
on  the  right,  and  Baldwin's  on  the  left,  with  Dodge's  in  reserve.  In  this  order 
the  command  moved  forward,  though  oblique  to  the  general  line.  Soon  the  skir- 
mishers became  engaged  and  the  enemy  forced  back.  General  Hazen's  brigade, 
at  this  time  on  my  right,  was  reported  heavily  pressed,  and  I  ordered  Dodge's 
brigade  to  his  relief  The  brigade  moved  forward  at  double-quick  and  soon  en- 
gaged the  enemy.  The  contest  was  severe,  but  soon  the  enemy  was  forced  form 
my  entire  front,  but  unfortunately  the  troops  on  my  right  and  left  did  not  move 
forward.  After  driving  the  enemy  for  at  least  a  mile,  Willich  sent  me  word  that 
there  was  no  support  on  his  right.  I  ordered  him  not  to  move  forward,  but  to 
hold  his  ground.  Everything  remained  quiet  on  my  front  until  about  5  p.  m., 
when  my  entire  line  was  attacked  by  an  overwhelming  force  in  front,  flank,  and 
rear.  Here  the  assault  was  terriffic;  the  darkness  soon  prevented  us  from  recog- 
nizing friend  from  foe,  and  in  hand-to-hand  contest  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  and 
the  second  division  remained  master  of  the  field. 

A  short  time  before  dark  I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Thomas  to 
fall  back  at  dark,  and  encamp  in  a  position  which  he  designated.  This  order 
was  sent  to  brigade  commanders.  My  staff  officer  delivered  this  order  to  Colonel 
Baldwin,  soon  after  which  he  fell,  and  (Jolonel  Berry,  his  successor,  was  not 
xziade  aware  of  the  movement  until  he  saw  it  being  executed  by  the  troops  on 
his  right.  By  this  movement  many  of  our  wounded  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels.  I  established  my  line  at  the  point  designated  by  General  Thomas  by 
placing  Berry's  brigade  on  the  right,  and  Dodge's  on  the  left,  with  Willich 
posted  in  strong  position  as  a  reserve.  In  this  position  my  right  rested  against 
l*almer  and  my  left  on  Baird. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  breastworks  were  huniedly  thrown  up, 

"behind  which  my  men  were  well  sheltered.     At  10  o'clock  a.  m.  the  enemy  ad- 

"vanced  in  force,  attacking  my  entire  front.     I  have  not  heard  heavier  musketry 

during  the  war  than  we  had  for  one  hour,  when  the  enemy  was  handsomely 

xepulsed,  in  great  confusion,  leaving  the  ground  literaly  covered  with  their  dead 

and  dying.     Before  the  repulse  I  ordered  Willich  in  with  his  brigade  to  resist 

to  the  last  extremity.     After  the  repulse  he  withdrew  a  part  of  his  brigade  to 

his  former  position  to  support  his  battery  in  reserve.     There  was  comparative 

quiet  on  my  front,  with  occasional  shots  only,  until  about  4  p.  m.,  when  we 

^vere  again  vigorously  attacked.    General  Baird  appealed  to  me  in  person  to  send 

liim  re  enforcements  or  to  make  a  demonstration  in  his  behalf.     The  ninth, 

fifteenth,  and  forty-ninth  Ohio,  fifth  Kentucky,  and  thirty-second  Indiana  were 

eent,  under  Willich.    Soon  after,  the  troops  on  my  kft  gave  way,  and  the  troops 

above  mentioned  charged,  driving  the  enemy  back  with  terrible  slaughter.    After 

this  movement  Willich  assembled  his  regiments  in  their  former  positions. 

While  the  attack  in  my  immediate  front  was  progressing  well,  I  received  an 
order  from  Major  General  Thomas  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  entire  army — Rey- 
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Dolds  first,  then  Palmer — and  I  was  to  follow  the  latter.  I  at  once  sent  a  staff 
officer  to  General  Thomas  to  saj  to  him  that  I  supposed  his  order  was  ^yen, 
based  upon  the  belief  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front,  whereas  I  was  fearfufly  a^ 
tacked,  though  I  felt  confident  of  being  able  to  hold  my  position ;  yet  a  retreal 
8t  that  time  might  be  disastrous.  Before  the  return  of  the  staff  officer,  Reynolds's 
and  Palmer's  commenced  the  movement,  followed  by  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy, 
thus  exposing  my  right.  I  barely  had  time  to  send  word  to  my  command  to 
save  them  from  complete  destruction.  They,  however,  withdrew  in  good  ordeiL 
By  having  Willich  in  reserve  he  was  enabled  to  engage  the  enemy  in  four  difie»> 
ent  directions,  and  by  his  prompt  movement  he  saved  the  troops  from  anmhil»- 
tion  and  capture. 

At  the  time  the  order  was  received  to  withdraw  he  was  engaged  with  the 
enemy  immediately  in  my  rear.  I  did  not  send  him  the  order  to  withdraw, 
believing  that  he  was  then  engaeed  with  Greneral  Granger ;  he  withdrew,  bo^* 
ever,  in  fine  style,  and  with  his  brigade  covered  the  retreat  of  the  army. 

To  each  of  my  brigade  commanders  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  their 
good  and  gallant  conduct,  and  their  valuable  suggestions.  Brigadier  Greneral 
WcUich,  commanding  first  brigade,  was  always  in  the  right  place,  and  by  his 
individual  daring  rendered  the  country  great  service.  This  gallant  old  veteran 
d^erves  promotion,  and  I  hope  he  may  receive  it. 

Colonel  J.  B.  Dodge,  commanding  second  brigade,  handled  his  brigade  well, 
and  is  worthy  and  deserving  of  promotion.     He  is  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier. 

Colonel  W.  W.  Barry,  who  took  conmnand  of  the  third  brigade,  behaved  with 
so  much  coolness,  and  displayed  so  much  skill  and  ability  in  the  managemenl 
of  his  brigade  after  the  fall  of  the  lamented  Baldwin,  that  I  hope  he  may  be 
promoted  at  ouce.  Colonel  Berry  first  joined  the  troops  under  Rousseau,  at  the 
first  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  has  participated  in  all  the  battles  and  skip- 
mishes  of  his  regiment  (fifth  Kentucky  infantry)  with  distinguished  gallantly. 

Colonel  P.  P.  Baldwin,  than  whom  a  more  gallant  or  accomplished  officer  is 
not  in  the  service,  fell  in  the  night  attach  on  the  19th.  His  loss  will 
be  seriously  felt  to  his  regiment  and  the  service.  At  one  time,  before  his 
fall,  one  of  his  regiments  became  somewhat  disorganized,  owing  to  the  fall  of 
its  colonel.  Baldwin  seized  the  colors,  and  calling  out,  "  Rally  round  the  flag, 
boys,"  the  effoct  was  electric ;  the  men  rallied,  and  his  gallant  regiments  mov^ 
magnificently  forward. 

My  thanks  are  due  for  coolness  and  distinguished  gallantry  to  Lientenaui 
Colonel  Langdon  and  Major  Stafford,  first  Onio;  Major  Gray  and  Captain 
Strong,  forty-ninth  Ohio ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Askin  and  Major  M  Clenahan, 
fifteenth  Ohio ;  Lieutonant  Colonel  Hall  and  Major  Williams,  eighty-ninth  Illi- 
nois ;  Colonel  Buckner,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Reeve,  Major  Van  Devon,  and  Major 
Fitzsimmons,  thirtieth  Indiana;  Colonel  Rose,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pyfei, 
and  Major  Phillips,  seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania ;  Colonel  Strong,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Martin,  and  Major  Bach,  ninety-third  Ohio ;  Major  Thomasson, 
and  Captain  Huston,  fifth  Kentucky ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tripp,  and  Major 
Campbell,  sixth  Indiana. 

For  individual  mention  of  subaltern  officers  reference  is  respectfully  made  U) 
regimental  and  brigade  reports,  but  I  take  this  occasion  to  thank  every  officer 
and  soldier  in  the  division  for  their  good  conduct ;  no  troops  ever  behaved  better 
I  wish  it  were  possible  to  mention  each  member  of  the  division  by  name  in  this 
report 

To  my  staff,  Captains  Bartlett,  Wells,  Matzner,  Lafl;,  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Smith,  J. 
I.  Kessler,  Edward  Davis,  I  owe  my  thanks  for  their  efficiency  and  gallantry 
on  the  battle-field.  Captains  Bartlett  and  Wells  were  with  me  all  the  time,  and 
were  frequently  sent  to  points  of  danger.  Their  duties  were  futhfully  and 
fearlessly  performed. 

Lieutenant  F.  N.  Streets,  of  my  staff,  was  killed ;  he  was  a  brave  and  gidhnl 
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young  man,  and  died  as  heroes  wish  to  die.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Captain 
SimoDson,  my  chief  of  artillery,  and  all  the  artillery  officers,  for  good  and  gal- 
lant service. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  medical  director,  Surgeon  Charles  Schessler,  and 
the  other  medical  officers  of  the  division ;  they  were  untiring  in  their  exertions 
to  alleviate  the  pain  of  the  suffering. 

My  escort  and  orderlies  performed  their  duties  well ;  among  them  I  mention 
Sergeant  Miles,  third  Kentucky  cavalry,  and  private  Eohert  Hays,  thirtieth 
Indiana. 

The  country  must  mourn  the  loss  of  gallant  spirits  who  offered  their  lives  upon 
the  altar.  For  a  list,  reference  is  made  to  sub-report.  The  first  brigade  cap- 
tured five  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the  third  brigade  two  pieces  ;  about  six  hun- 
dred prisoners  were  captured  by  the  division  and  sent  to  the  rear. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  me  to  know  that  the  second  division  did 
not  yield  an  inch ;  that  it  defeated  every  force  whether  attacked  or  attacking. 
The  list  of  casualties  shows  that  it  did  have  fighting. 

Respectfully  submitted : 

R.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Brigadier  General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 

G.  P.  Thruston, 

Lieutenant  Colonelt  Chief  of  Sta£  20th  Army  Corps, 


Casualties. 

COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS. 

ENLISTED  MEN. 

Commaiids. 

1 

1 
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< 

Division  staff .--. 
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28 
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Headquarters  First  Df vision  21st  Army  Corps,* 

Chattanooga,   Tenn.,  September  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  At  early  dawu  of  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  16th  of  August,  I  received 
an  order  to  move  with  my  division  from  Hillaboro',  in  Middle  Tennessee,  by  the 
most  practicable  and  expeditious  route  across  the  Cumberland  mountains,  to 
Thurman,  in  the  Sequatchie  valley.  Wednesday  evening,  the  19th,  was  the 
time  fixed  for  the  division  to  arrive  at  the  destination  assigned  to  it.  The  second 
brigade,  Wagner's,  had  for  a  month  previously  occupied  Pelham,  near  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  and  General  Wagner  had  been  ordered  to  repair  the  road  up 
the  mountains,  known  as  the  Park  road. 

As  the  order  of  movement  left  to  my  discretion  the  route  by  which  my  di- 
vision should  cross  the  mountains,  I  determined  to  make  the  ascent  by  the  Park 
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road,  tbence  to  Tracy  city,  thence  by  Jolingon's  to  Purden's,  whence  I  would 
fall  into  the  road  leading  from  McMinnville,  by  Altamont,  to  Thurman. 

Immediately  on  receiving  the  order  I  despatched  instructions  to  General 
Wagner  to  commence  the  ascent  of  the  mountains ;  and  to  insure  his  being  out 
of  the  way  of  the  other  two  brigades,  I  directed  he  should  continue  the  work  of 
getting  up  his  train.  During  the  night  of  the  16th  this  was  done,  and  early  iu 
the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  road  being  free,  the  first  and  third  brigades,  with 
their  baggage  trains  and  ammunition  and  supply  trains  of  the  division,  began  to 
ascend  the  mountains;  the  work  was  continued  uninterruptedly  through 
the  day  and  entire  night  of  the  17th,  and  by  10  o'clock  of  the  18th  Wbe 
whole  was  up;  Wagner's  brigade  had  advanced  to  Tracy  city.  Monday 
morning,  the  17th  instant,  orders  to  move  forward  as  far  as  the  Thur- 
man and  Anderson  road.  On  Thursday,  the  18th,  I  allowed  the  first  and 
third  brigades,  BuelPs  and  Marker's,  to  rest  till  10  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  I8th, 
and  then  move  to  Tracy  city.  Wagner  was  ordered  to  advance  on  the  Thur- 
man road  to  Thurman  Wednesday  morning,  select  a  good  encampment,  and 
await  my  arrival  with  the  other  two  brigades  and  heavy  trains.  The  distance 
from  Tracy  city  to  Thurman  is  twenty- eight  miles,  which  had  to  be  accom- 
plished in  one  day,  with  the  first  and  third  brigades,  their  batteries  and  the  trains 
to  be  at  the  rendezvous  assigned  me  at  the  designated  time.  At  4  o'clock  a.  m. 
on  the  19th  the  march  was  commenced,  and  a  little  after  nightfall  the  brigades 
encamped  at  Thurman.  The  order  for  the  general  movements  directed  me  to 
take  with  me  ten  days*  subsistence  for  the  men  and  ten  days'  grain  for  the 
animals.  I  descended  into  the  Sequatchie  valley  with  twenty-five  days'  sub- 
sistence for  the  men  and  sixteen  days'  grain  for  the  animals.  I  do  not  men- 
tion this  in  a  spirit  of  egotism,  but  simply  to  show  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  intelligence  and  good  judgment,  energy,  and  a  willingness  to  make  some 
sacrifice  of  personal  comfort  by  comn)anders.  Every  educated  and  experienced 
soldier  knows  that  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  in  the  mobility  and  activity,  and 
consequently  in  the  offensive  power  of  an  army,  is  to  be  found  in  the  immense 
baggage  and  supply  trains  which  usually  accompany  its  movements;  hence, 
whatever  lessens  the  number  of  vehicles  required  for  the  transportation  of  bag- 
gage and  supplies,  by  so  much  increases  the  efficiency  of  the  army.  I  trans- 
ported all  the  supplies  took  into  the  Sequatchie  valley  in  the  wagons  originally 
assigned  to  my  division  for  the  transportation  of  regimental  and  staff  baggage. 
I  was  then  prepared  with  my  division  for  a  campaign  of  twenty-five  days  in 
full  rations,  or  fifty  days  on  half  rations.  The  additional  forage  required  beyond 
what  I  brought  with  me  could  have  been  found  in  the  country,  in  conformity 
with  the  order  for  the  general  movements.  I  despatched  Wagner's  brigade 
early  Thursday  morning,  the  20th,  to  the  eastern  slope  of  Waldren's  ridgts  to 
make  something  of  a  show  of  force,  and  at  the  same  time  closely  observe  and, 
if  opportunities  permitted,  to  threaten  the  enemy.  With  the  other  two  brigades, 
first  and  third,  I  remained  encamped  at  Thurman's  till  the  early  morning  of  the 
1st  of  September.  I  then  moved,  in  confoimity  to  orders,  to  Jasper,  lower  down 
in  the  valley.  Later  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  I  received  an  order  to  send  one 
of  my  brigades  to  Shellmound,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  river.  The  first  brigade 
was  immediately  put  in  motion  under  this  order,  and  under  the  skilful  manage- 
ment of  Colonel  Buell  was  thrown  across  the  river  rapidly  and  without  accident 
during  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  I  moved  with  the  third 
brigade  and  the  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  to  the  crossing,  and  with  the 
enerffetic  and  judicious  assistance  of  Colonel  Marker  had  everything  passed 
rapidly  across  without  accident.  I  remained  encamped  at  Shellmound  till  Satur- 
day aflemoon,  the  /)th,  awaiting  orders,  the  delay  being  occasioned  by  the  nec-es- 
eity  of  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  supply  train,  which  had  been  sent  to  cross 
the  river  at  Bridgeport.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  I  received  an  order  to 
move,  with  the  two  brigades  of  my  division  with  me,  via  Whiteside  and  the 
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river  roatl,  to  the  junction  of  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railway  with  the 
Trenton  and  Chattanooga  railroad,  for  the  purpose  of  observing  and  threatening 
the  enemy  posted  on  the  spur  of  Lookout  mountain.  I  advanced  as  far  as 
Whiteside  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening.  Early  Sunday  morning  I  con- 
tinued to  advance,  Barker's  brigade  leading.  Soon  very  light  parties  of  the 
enemy  were  encountered,  but  they  rapidly  fell  back  before  my  sturdy  onward 
movements  through  the  country  which  my  line  of  march  led  me,  most  favorable 
to  a  prolonged  and  obstinate  resistance  by  a  small  force.  Cro^^sing  Raccoon 
mountain,  I  descended  into  Lookout  mountain  valley,  and  then  followed  down 
the  valley  northward  to  the  junction  of  the  two  railways.  As  I  moved  down 
the  valley  the  enemy's  signal  stations  on  the  crest  of  Lookout  mountain  were 
in  full  and  perfect  view,  evidently  watching  my  advance,  and  actively  commu- 
nicating the  result  of  their  observations  to  the  rear. 

At  the  junction  of  the  railways  my  command  was  about  two  to  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  enemy's  advance  works,  but  the  outposts  and  pickets  were 
much  nearer  to  each  other — in  fact,  in  hearing  distance.  As  I  was  well  aware 
that  the  enemy  had  been  able  to  learn  from  his  signal  stations  with  very  close 
approximate  correctness  the  strength  of  my  command,  and  hence  would,  most 
probably,  be  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  my  inferiority  of  force  to  attempt  to 
crush  me  by  a  sudden  blow.  I  immediately  made  the  best  possible  disposition 
to  foil  such  an  effort.  In  making  these  dispositions  I  soon  became  convinced 
of  the  utter  untenableness  of  the  position  at  the  junction  of  the  railways  for  an 
inferior  force  to  receive  an  attack  from  a  superior  one.  The  position  is  entirely 
open,  capable  of  being  assailed  simultaneously  in  front,  on  both  flanks,  and  in 
rear.  I  was  well  satisfied  that  I  was  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  a  very  large 
force  of  the  enemy,  (which  could  be  still  further  swelled  in  a  very  short  time.) 
This  information  I  had  gained  satisfactorily  during  my  advance,  and  it  was 
strengthened  and  corroborated  during  the  afternoon  and  early  evening  of  the 
6th.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  I  communicated  to  the  corps  commander  my  position, 
seven  miles  from  Chattanooga,  (being  at  the  junction  of  the  railways,)  informed 
him  of  my  immediate  proximtty  to  the  enemy,  and  attempted  to  describe  briefly 
the  obstacles  which  barred  my  further  progress  to  Chattanooga.  At  4  p.  m.  £ 
communicated  to  him  the  result  of  further  observations,  and  some  facts  omitted 
in  my  note  of  2  p.  m.     In  my  note  of  2  p.  m.  I  suggested  that  he  should  move 

firt  of  the  force  immediately  with  him  to  cover  my  rear  from  a  reverse  attack, 
his  he  declined  to  do  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of  authority,  and  indicated  that, 
in  case  I  should  be  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  I  would  have  to  fall  back  on 
him ;  also  indicating  that  if  I  should  have  to  retreat,  I  had  better  do  so  by  the 
Trenton  road.  I  had  already  opened  communication  with  him  by  that  road. 
Not  understanding  to  retreat,  except  as  a  matter  of  the  last  and  dire  extremity, 
and  as  the  evidences  continued  to  thicken  and  multiply  during  the  evening  that 
I  would  be  attacked  in  heavy  force  next  morning,  I  determined  to  shift  my 
command  a  mile  and  a  half  to  tbe  rear,  to  a  very  strong,  high,  and  defensible 
position,  in  which  I  was  satisfied  I  could  maintain  myself  from  against  almost 
any  odds  for  a  long  time,  and,  if  finally  overpowered,  could  draw  off  my  com^ 
mand  to  the  rear.  From  this  position  I  could  maintain  my  communication  by 
the  Trenton  road  with  the  force  immediately  with  the  corps  commander.  The 
movement  was  commenced  at  10  p.  m.,  the  6th,  and  made  with  perfect  success, 
though  my  pickets  were  at  the  time  in  hearing  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  My 
command  was  thus  safely  extricated  from  immediate  imminent  danger.  I  learntKl 
satisfactorily  during  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  that  the  spur  of  Lookout  mountain 
was  held  by  Cheatham's  divitiiion,  supported  immediately  in  rear  by  Hindman'a 
(late  Withers's)  division,  being  the  whole  of  Lieutenant  Greneral  Polk's  corps. 

My  two  small  brigades  confronted  this  force.  About  S^.  bl  in  the  mornmg 
of  the  7th  I  received  a  copy  of  a  communication,  addressed  by  the  commanding 
general  to  the  corps  commander,  saying  that  he  thought  it  would  be-BafeQudg*^ 
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ing  from  some  indications  be  bad  obtained  of  tbe  movements  of  tbe  enemy)  to 
threaten  tbe  enemy  on  tbe  spur  of  Lookout  mountain  witb  a  part  of  my  force. 
Tbis  communication  tbe  corps  commander  appears  to  bave  interpreted  into  an 
order  to  make  a  reconnoissance  in  force,  and  accordingly  ordered  tbat  I  sbould 
make  sucb  a  recounoisifance  witbout  loss  of  time.  I  accordingly  commenced  at 
once  to  make  my  preparation  to  make  tbe  reconnoissance.  and  actually  made  it 
at  tbe  earliest  postfible  moment  compatible  witb  tbe  safety  of  my  command  and 
tbe  assurance  of  tbe  success  of  tbe  reconnoissance  itself.  As  tlie  results  of  tbe 
reconnoisifauce  bave  bitberto  been  reported,  I  will  not  recapitulate  tbem.  After 
taking  the  ueceseaiy  precautious  to  increase  tbe  safety,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the 
command  to  be  engaged  in  tbe  reconnoissance,  and  tbe  assurance  of  tbe  success 
of  tbe  leconuoissance,  I  committed  tbe  conduct  of  it  to  tbat  gallant  and  accom- 
plished officer.  Colonel  Harker,  commanding  third  brigade  of  my  division.  L 
instructed  him  to  proceed  witb  the  utmost  circumspection,  but  lo  force  bis  com- 
mand as  near  to  the  enemy's  position  as  be  might  deem  prudent  This  point  JL 
was,  of  course,  compelled  to  submit  to  bis  judgment. 

It  affords  me  the  gi  eatest  satisfaction  to  record,  in  a  permanent,  official  man — 
ner,  tbat  Colonel  Harker  conducted  tbe  reconnoissance  in  exact  conformity  U^ 

wishes  and  instructions,  secuiing  well  bis  flank  and  rear  from  being  assailed 

witbout  timely  notice.     He  drove  bis  solid  line  within  some  thousand  yards  ot 
tbe  enemy's  batteries,  (and  his  line  of  skirmishers  to  within  some  six  hundred — ^ 
yards,)  whence  twelve  guns  opened  on  bim,«and  then  drew  off  bis  comman< 
with  the  loss  of  but  one  man.     I  knew  no  parallel  in  military  history  to  tbis  re- 
connoissance.    My  command  being  much  faded  and  worn  by  tbe  labors  of  tba 
several  preceding  days,  I  allowed  it  to  rest  during  the  8tb,  but  I  was  on  tbe 
alert  to  gain  information  of  the  movements  and  designs  of  the  enemy.     N< 
nightfall  I  obtained  some  infoimation  which  led  me  to  suspect  tbe  enemy  was 
evacuating  Chattanooga,  but  tbe  indications  were  by  no  means  positive.     Witb 

a  view  to  verifying  tbis  information,  I  addressed  a  note  to  tbe  corps  commander 

informing  him  that  1  bad  observed  some  mysterious  indications  on  tbe  part  of^^tf 
tbe  enemy,  of  which  I  proposed  to  compel  a  devdopment  by  a  reconnoissam 
in  force  »'arly  next  morning.     During  the  night  I  received  a  reply  to  my  nol 
saying  the  corps  commander  could  not  approve  tbe  making  tbe  reconnoissam 
on  account  of  some  indications  of  a  general  movement  of  tbe  army,  but  thai 
be  would  refer  the  note  to  the  commanding  general,  confidently  believing  tbe 
commanding  general  would  approve  my  proposition  to  make  tho  reconnoissance.  «— - 
I  held  my  command  in  readiness  for  the  movement      In  tbe  mean  time  General  -^ 
Wagner,  having^  with  him  tbe  third  brigade  of  my  division,  bad  received  inform-    — 
ation  on  tbe  north  side  of  the  river  that  tbe  enemy  was  evacuating  Cbattanoo-     — 
ga.     The  information  having  been  communicated  to  tbe  commanding  general  of       - 
tbe  army,  an  order  was  despatched  to  me  to  move  my  command  to  Chattanooga 
prepared  for  a  vigorous  pursuit  of  the  enemy.     This  agreeable  order  was  joy- 
fully obeyed,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes  my  command  was  in  rapid  motion. 
Between  my  late  camp  in  Lookout  Mountain  valley  and  tbe  spur  of  tbe  moun- 
tain my  command  was  overtakt^n  by  the  ninety-second  Illinois  mounted  infantry, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Adkins,  who  informed  me  be  bad  been  ordered  to  press 
forward  to  Chattanooga  with  all  haste  to  secure  any  property  tbe  enemy  might 
bave  left  behind,  and  to  discover  something  of  bis  lines  of  retreat.     I  allowed 
his  regiment  to  pass  my  command,  but  on  the  spur  of  the  mountain  I  overtook 
tbe  regim(?nt  halted,  where  the  colonel  informed  me  tbat  tbe  enemy's  skirmisbera 
outflanked  bit*,  and  his  further  progress  was  delayed. 

I  immediately  threw  forward  the  twenty-sixth  Ohio,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Young  commanding,  to  the  right,  and  higher  up  tbe  mountain-side  than  tbe 
skirmishers  of  Colonel  Adkins  extended,  and  rapidly  drove  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers from  tbe  mountain  side.  No  further  opposition  was  encounten^  io  oo- 
cupying  Chattanooga,  and  tbe  ninety-second  Illinois  pushed  rapidly  into  the 
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town,  followed  by  my  first  and  third  brigades.  The  second  brigade  crossed 
from  the  north  side  of  the  river  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  9th. 
The  colors  of  the  ninety-seventh  Ohio,  of  the  second  brigade  of  my  division,  were 
the  first  planted  on  the  works  of  Chattanooga,  having  been  brought  across  the 
river  by  a  few  men  in  a  small  boat  early  in  the  morning. 

Thus  was  this  great  strategic  position,  the  long-sought  goal,  gained  to  us  and 
occapied  by  our  troops.  Placing  myself  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  occupa- 
tion in  communication  with  the  most  intelligent  and  reliable  citizens,  I  learned 
that  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  troops  had  retreated  by  the  Cove  road,  and  that 
the  remainder  with  the  baggage  and  materials  of  war  had  retreated  by  the  Ross- 
ville  and  Lafayette  road.  I  was  informed,  further,  that  Buckner's  command, 
which  had  been  posted  at  Tyner's  station  on  the  railway,  had  retreated  by 
Johnson  towards  Ringold,  but  I  subsequently  learned  he  did  not  go  so  far  east- 
ward as  Ringold,  but  passed  through  Graysville  and  thence  to  Laf.iyette.  The 
balk  of  these  facts  I  reported  to  the  commander  of  the  corps  immediately  on  his 
arrival,  and  by  him  I  am  informed  they  were  communicated  to  the  commanding 
general.  My  division  remained  in  Chattanooga  till  the  morning  of  the  10th  ; 
I  then  received  an  order  to  detail  one  brigade  to  occupy  the  town,  and  move 
with  the  other  two  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  by  the  Kossville  and  Ringold  road. 
The  second  brigade  was  detailed  to  remain  in  Chattanooga.  At  10  a.  m.  of  the 
10th  I  led  the  first  and  third  brigades  out  of  Chattanooga  to  commence  the  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy.  At  2  p.  m.  of  that  day  I  advised  the  corps  commander  of 
the  reported  presence  of  a  considerable  force  on  my  right  flank,  and  at  7  p.  m.  I 
furthermore  advised  him  that  I  had  taken  a  contraband  during  the  afternoon 
who  reported  the  bulk  of  the  rebel  army,  with  General  Bragg  in  person,  at  Goi> 
don's  mill,  on  the  Chickamauga,  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  Rossville  and  La- 
finyette  road.  I  was  incredulous  of  the  story,  and  so  expressed  myself ;  but  if 
trae,  it  was  so  important  it  should  be  known  that  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  re- 
port his  narration.  It  is  due  to  the  humble  person  who  furnished  mo  this  in- 
valuable information  to  record,  that  subsequent  development  pmved  his  report 
to  be  singularly  accurate  and  correct.  Based  on  my  note  of  7.30  p.  m.  of  the 
10th,  a  communication  was  sent  me  by  the  commanding  general  to  send  a  brig- 
ade by  the  way  of  Rossville  to  make  a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of  Gor- 
don's mill,  with  a  view  of  verifying  the  truth  of  the  contraband's  report.  The 
order  was  received  at  early  daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  11th.  Colonel  Har- 
ker's  brigade  was  immediately  sent  to  execute  this  service.  About  the  time 
Harker*s  brigade  was  moving  the  corps  commander  arrived  at  my  camp.  I  was 
directed  by  him  to  move  forward  with  my  remaining  brigade  two  miles  on  the 
Ringold  road  and  there  to  await  further  orders.  The  order  was  obeyed  at  3.30 
p.  m. 

While  awaiting  further  instructions,  T  received  an  order  from  the  general 
commanding  to  move  across  the  country  by  the  shortest  and  most  expeditious 
route  to  the  Lafayette  and  Rossville  road  to  support  Colonel  Harker.  Near 
the  same  hour  I  received  a  note  from  Colonel  Harker  informing  me  that  he  had 
been  driving  the  enemy  all  day,  and  had  arrived  within  three  miles  of  Gordon's 
mill.  I  immediately  sent  him  an  order  to  press  forward  to  the  mill,  informing 
him  that  I  would  make  a  junction  with  him  during  the  evening.  The  junction 
was  made,  and  fortunately  for  Harker,  who  had  been  driving  his  little  brigade 
all  day  against  a  vastly  superior  force,  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy's  great 
army.  A  full  report  of  this  brilliant  and  dangerous  reconnoissance  has  been 
already  made,  and  it  is  not  now  necessary  that  I  should  say  more  than  that  it  was 
superbly  made.  When  I  arrived  at  Gordon's  mill,  at  8.30  p.  m.  of  the  11th, 
the  enemy's  camp  fires  could  be  distinctly  seen  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek. 
Their  light  reflected  over  a  wide  section  of  the  horizon,  and,  extending  upwards 
in  the  heavens,  told  that  the  foe  was  present  in  considerable  force.  It  was  my 
intention  to  continue  the  pursuit  early  next  morning,  the  12th;  but  till  8  o'clock 
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a.  m.  the  atmosphere  was  so  loaded  with  haze,  fog,  and  smoke  that  it  was  diffi* 
cnlt  to  see  a  hundred  yards  in  advance.     While  I  was  waiting  for  the  atmosphere 
to  become  t^ufliciently  clear  to  continue  the  pursuit,  I  received  an  order  to  remain 
at  Gordon's  mill  till  the  corps  commander  arrived  there  with  the  other  two 
divisions  of  the  corps.     This  was  done  during  the  afternoon  of  the  12th.    My 
two  brigades  remained  quiet  during  the  13th,  enjoying  much-needed  rest.     Dur- 
ing the  evening  of  the  13th,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions  from  the  general 
commanding  to  the  corps  commanders  was  furnished  me  by  the  latter,  in  which 
he  was  directed  to  leave  my  command  at  Gordon's  mill,  and  proceed  with  the 
other  two  divisions  to  a  position  on  Missionary  ridge,  with  a  view  to  facilitating 
the  concentration  with  the  other  corps  of  the  army.     My  orders  directed  me  to 
try  strictly  to  maintain  the  position  at  Gordon's  mill,  but  if  attacked  by  a  su- 
perior force,  to  fall  back  slowly,  resisting  stoutly,  to  Rossville,  where  it  waa 
supposed  I  would  be  supported  by  Major  General  Granger's  force.     In  case  of" 
extremity,  and  in  case  also  I  should  not  be  supported  by  General  Granger  aU 
Rossville,  I  was  directed  to  select  a  position  guarding  the  roads  leading  to  Chat — 
tanooga  and  around  the  point  of  Lookout  mountain,  and  hold  them  at  all  hazard^.. 
Iteeolved  to  make  the  most  stubborn  resistance  at  Gordon's  mill,  I  took  advantage**- 

of  the  creek,  a  very  strong  defensible  position,  and  barricaded  my  entire  front  mud 

flanks  strongly.  So  strengthened,  1  could  have  successfully  resisted  a  front  attadL 

of  a  vastly  superior  force.     With  the  exception  of  an  occasional  firing  on  my  pick- 

ets,  the  entiny  left  me  undisturbed  at  Gordon's  mill  till  between  11  a.  m.  and  1.^*^ 
m.  of  Friday,  the  ISth  instant.    A  rapid  advance  of  his  light  troops,  supported  by 
troops  in  a  solid  line,  on  my  right  front,  drove  in  my  pickets  as  far  as  the  creek,       ■ 
but  no  effort  was  made  to  pass  the  stream ;  such  an  attempt  would  have  huii    ^* 

foiled,  and  cost  the  enemy  dearly.     At  about  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  force,  appar 

eutly  about  a  brigade  of  four  regiments,  emerged  from  the  wood  on  the  souther 
side  of  the  creek,  nearly  opposite  the  centre  of  my  position,  apparently  with  i  * 
intention  of  forcing  a  passage  at  the  ford  near  the  mill.     A  few  well-directs 
shots  from  Bradley's  battery  soon  forced  him  to  relinquish  his  design  and  seek^ 
the  shelter  of  the  woods.     The  enemy  continued  to  hover  in  my  front  doringr 
the  whole  afternoon,  making,  however,  no  serious  attempts,  and  accordingly  I  - 
became  reasonably  satisfied  that  his  demonstrations  were  only  a  mask  to  his  - 
real  design,  that  of  passing  a  heavy  force  across  the  creek  lower  down  with  a  - 
view  to  turning  our  left  and  cutting  off  our  conmiunication  with  Chattanooga. 
I  communicated  my  opinion  on  this  point  to  the  commanding  general  at  hia 
headquarters  dunug  the  evening  of  the  18th.     It  was  verified  by  the  opening 
of  a  terrific  engagement  on  our  left  as  early  as  8.30  a.  m.  on  the  19th.     Troops 
had  been  moved  to  our  left  during  the  night  of  the  18th  to  meet  the  emergency. 
The  battle  continued  throughout  the  forenoon  and  in  the  afternoon,  but  my 
command  was  left  at  Gordon's  mill  till  3  o'clock  p.  m.     At  this  hour  I  received 
a  verbal  order  from  the  corps  commander,  through  one  of  his  staff,  to  move  with 
my  command  and  take  position,  as  well  as  I  now  remember,  on  the  right  of 
some  part  of  General  Van  Cleve's  division.     Throughout  the  en&re  preceding 
part  of  the  day  I  had  distinctly  observed  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  in 
front  of  my  position  at  Gordon's  mill,  and  just  before  I  received  the  order  to 
move  into  action  a  contraband  came  into  my  lines,  from  whom  I  learned  that 
this  force  was  the  division  of  General  Eushrod  Johnson.     Knowing  it  would 
pass  the  creek  immediately  I  vacated  my  position,  if  it  should  not  be  occupied 
by  some  other  troops,  I  despatched  one  of  my  aides-de-camp  to  the  command- 
ing general  to  inform  him  of  the  presence  of  this  force  in  my  front,  and  to  sug- 
gest that  at  least  a  brigade  should  be  sent  to  occupy  the  position  as  soon  ab  I 
should  vacate  it.     On  his  way  to  the  headquarters  of  the  general  commanding, 
my  aide-de-camp  encountered  Major  General  McCook,  to  whom  he  communi- 
cated the  object  of  his  mit^i^ion  to  headquarters.     General  McCook  immediately 
ordered  a  brigade  from  his  corps  to  move  into  position  at  Gordon's  milL    My 
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aide-de-camp  rode  to  headquartws  and  reported  what  had  been  done  to  the 
commanding  general,  who  approved  the  dispositions.  No  delay,  however,  had 
occarred  on  this  account  in  the  movement  of  my  command  from  Gordon's  mill. 
Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  my  command  was  put  in  rapid  motion 
for  the  scene  of  the  great  conflict.  As  already  remarked,  the  order  directed  me 
to  take  position  on  the  right  of  General  Van  C levels  division ;  but  as  I  was  to- 
tally ignorant  of  his  position  in  the  battle  and  met  no  one  on  my  arrival  on  the 
field  to  enlighten  me,  1  found  myself  much  embarrassed  for  the  want  of  iuforma- 
tiou  where  I  could  bring  my  command  judiciously  and  effectively  into  action. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  of  the  troops  were  engaged  in  the  woods, 
and  that  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  gain  information  by  sight  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  troops  already  engaged.  This  information  could  only  be  given  by 
genera]  and  staff  officers,  posted  in  advance,  to  aid  in  bringing  the  troops  arriv- 
ing freshly  on  the  ground  into  action  properly.  Fortunately,  shortly  after  my 
arrival  on  the  field,  I  met  General  Davis,  from  whom  I  received  some  useful 
information  in  regard  to  the  status  of  the  conflict.  From  him  I  learned  that  his 
left  brigade,  Hayne's,  was  sorely  pressed  and  needed  assistance.  While  I  was 
in  conference  with  him,  a  staff  officer  informed  him  that  Colonel  Hayne  reported 
that  he  could  not  maintain  his  position,  and  at  the  same  instant  I  saw  a  stream 
of  fugitives  pouring  out  of  the  woods,  across  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road, 
and  over  the  field  to  the  west  of  it.  These,  I  learned,  belonged  to  Hayne's 
brigade  of  Davis's  division.  It  was  evident  a  crisis  was  at  hand.  The  advance 
of  the  enemy,  before  which  these  men  were  retiring,  must  be  checked  at  once, 
or  the  army  would  be  cut  in  twain.  Directing  Major  Mendenhall,  of  the  corps 
commander's  staff,  who  chanced  to  be  near  me  at  the  moment,  to  go  and  rally 
the  fugitives  rushing  across  the  field  on  the  west  of  the  road,  I  at  once  com- 
menced my  disposition  to  check  the  advancing  foe.  When  I  first  met  General 
Davis  on  the  field,  I  inquired  of  him  where  the  fight  was ;  he  pointed  into  the 
woods  whence  the  roar  and  rattle  of  very  sharp  musketry  fire  resounded,  and 
told  me  that  Hayne's  brigade  was  heavily  engaged  in  there.  I  immediately 
directed  Colonel  Marker  to  form  his  brigade  in  battle  array,  nearly  parallel  with 
the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road,  advance  into  the  woods  and  engage  the  enemy. 
But  the  evidence  immediately  brought  to  my  notice  that  Hayne's  brigade  was 
retiring  made  a  change  in  this  disposition  necessary.  I  consequently  directed 
Colonel  Marker  to  throw  forward  his  right,  holding  his  left  as  a  pivot  on  the 
road,  thus  giving  his  line  an  oblique  direction  to  the  road,  €md  then  advance 
hie  whole  line.  By  this  disposition  I  hoped  to  be  able  ;o  take  the  enemy's 
advancing  force  in  flank.  These  dispositions,  though  most  expeditiously  made, 
were  scarcely  completed  when  a  staff  officer  rode  up  and  reported  that  the  enemy 
had  gained  the  road  and  was  advancing  up  it,  t.  e.,  in  the  direction  of  Gordon's 
mill.  This  information  rendered  necessary  a  further  change  in  the  arrangement 
of  Marker's  brigade.  I  ordered  him  to  refiise  his  left,  which  brought  the  left 
half  of  his  line  at  right  angles  with  the  road,  and  gave  to  his  whole  front 
the  form  of  a  broken  line  with  apex  towards  the  enemy.  In  this  shape  he 
advanced  rapidly,  engaged  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  between  a  half  and  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile.  I  followed  his  advance  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  found  he  was 
doing  well.  Maving  perfect  confidence  in  his  ability  to  handle  his  brigade,  I 
remarked  to  him  that  I  would  leave  him  and  go  to  look  after  my  other  brigade. 
Colonel  Buell  commanding,  which  had  followed  Marker's  to  the  field  of  battle. 
For  the  details  of  the  severe  conflict  through  which  Marker's  brigade  passed  in 
this  stage  of  the  battle,  for  an  account  of  the  valuable  services  it  rendered  in 
checking  the  force  which  threatened  to  cut  the  right  of  the  army  from  the  left, 
for  a  report  of  the  heavy  loss  of  gallant  officers  and  men  which  occurred  here, 
and  for  a  desription  of  the  skilful  manner  in  which  the  brigade  was  extricated 
from  the  perils  by  which  it  became  environed  from  encountering  in  its  advance 
a  vastly  superior  force,  I  must  refer  to  the  more  detailed  report  of  the  brigade 
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commaDder.  The  list  of  carnal  ties  attest?  tflb  eeventy  of  the  fi^tins.  Tie 
gallant  commander  himself  had  two  horses  shot  under  him.  Bradlej^s  batterj, 
attached  to  Harker's  brigade,  oi^-ing  to  the  density  of  the  woods  into  which 
the  brigade  advanced,  did  not  accompany  it.  The  signal  service  which  tlffl 
batter}'  rendered  at  a  little  later  period  of  the  action  will  be  chronicled  at  the 
proper  time. 

Leaving  Harker's  brigade,  I  returned  to  where  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Boell 
to  halt  and  form  his  brigade.     When  I  first  met  General  Davis  oo  the  field  ai 
battle  I  was  informed  by  him  that  Carlin's  brigade  of  his  division  was  hotly  es- 
gaged  in  the  woods  in  advance  or  eastward  of  the  cornfield  in  which  our  meet- 
ing occurred.     The  sharp  and  quick  rattle  of  musketry  fully  assured  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statement.     Seeing  no  other  reserves  at  hand,  and  assured  th*& 
both  Harker  and  Carlin  were  severely  engaged,  I  determined  to  hold  Bueli'ft 
brigade  on  hand  to  meet  emergencies.     And  it  was  fortunate  I  did  so,  for  er^ 
long  Carlin 's  brigade  was  swept  back  out  of  the  woods,  across  the  corofiel^B 
and  into  the  woods  beyond  the  field  on  the  western  side  of  the  road,  carryir^* 
everj'thing  away  with  it.     When  I  observed  the  rush  across  the  cornfield 
was  nej»r  the  one  hundredth  Illinois.     With  a  view  to  checking  our  exnlta^M 
enemy,  I  ordered  Colonel  Bartleson,  commanding  the  one  hundredth  Illinois,  "~ 
fix  bayonets  and  charge  the  foe.     The  bayonets  were  promptly  fixed,  and  tl^H 
regiment  had  commenced  to  advance,  when  it  was  struck  by  a  crowd  of  fugitive  "^ 
and  swept  away  in  the  general  melange.     The  whole  of  Buell's  brigade  w^k^ 
thus  carried  off  its  feet.     It  was  necessary  for  it  to  fall  back  across  the  narro  -^ 
field  on  the  western  side  of  the  road  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  under  whos.  * 
cov(fr  it  rallied.     As  soon  as  possible,  it  was  formed  along  the  fence  scparatiBC3| 
the  field  from  the  woods,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  part  of  Carlin's  brigade  and 
regiment  of  Wildcjr's  brigade,  dismounted  there,  repulsed  the  enemy.     This  n^^ 
suit  was  greatly  contributed  to  by  the  heavy  and  most  effective  fire  at  shon  ^ 
range  of  Bradley's  and  Estep's  batteries.     At  this  critical  moment  these  tir«^ 
batteries  were  most  splendidly  served.     The  narrow  field  separating  the  woot» 
on  the  left  from  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road  is  scarcely  two  hundred  pacc9P 
wide.     Buell's  brigade  was  formed  just  east  of  the  road,  where  it  waa  struck  b;^^ 
Carlin's  brigade.     It  hence  had  to  retire  the  distance  of  less  than  two  hundred-* 
yards  to  get  to  shelter  of  the  woods  for  reforming,  but  in  crossing  this  narroi^ 
space  it  suffered  terribly.     The  killed  and  wounded  were  thickly  strewn  on  th»  ^ 
ground.     Captain  George,  fifteenth  Indiana  infantry,  of  my  staff,  was  struck  bg^ 
a  ball  and  knocked  from  his  horse  by  my  side.     So  soon  as  the  enemy  were  re^^ 
pulsed,  I  addressed  myself  to  reforming  Buell's  brigade  for  the  purpose  of  ad  -^ 
vancing  it  to  recover  the  lost  ground.     Order  being  restored,  and  a  suflSicientl^* 
solid  formation  acquired  to  warrant  an  advance,  I  led  the  brigade  back  in  per- — 
son  and  reoccupied  the  ground  from  which  it  had  been  forced — ^the  site  on  whicl* 
it  had  been  originally  formed.     In  this  advance  my  horse  was  twice  shot,  th^ 
second  one  proving  fatal.     I  dismounted  one  of  my  orderlies  near  me  and  took, 
his  horse.     In  this  advance  a  portion  of  Carlin's  brigade  participated,  led  by 
General  Carlin.     Estep's  battery,  attached  to  Buell's  brigade,  accompanied  the 
advance.     Scarcely  had  this  lost  ground  been  repossessed  when  the  enemy 
emerged  from  the  woods  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  cornfield  and  commenced 
to  cross  it.     He  was  foi-med  in  two  lines,  and  advanced  firing.     The  appearance 
of  his  force  was  large.     Fortunately,  re-enforcements  were  at  hand.     A  compact 
brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  not  hitherto  engaged  was  at  the  moment  cross- 
ing the  field  in  rear  of  the  position  then  occupied  by  Buell's  brigade  and  ihe 
portion  of  Carlin's.     This  fresh  brigade  advanced  handsomely  into  action,  and, 
joining  its  fire  to  that  of  the  other  troops,  most  materially  aided  in  repelling  a 
most  dangerouB  attack,  but  this  was  not  done  until  considerable  loss  had  been 
inflicted  on  us.    The  enemy  advanced  near  enough  to  cut  down  so  many  horses 
in  Estep's  battery  that  he  could  not  bring  off  his  guns,  but  as  our  infimtiy  held 
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to  gronnd,  they  did  not  fall  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy.  After  the  attack  had 
»een  repelled,  some  of  the  men  of  the  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  kindly 
irew  the  pieces  to  the  ravine  or,  rather,  dip  in  the  ground  in  rear  of  the  ridge 
n  which  the  battery  was  posted  where  Captain  Estep  retook  possession  of  them. 
I'or  this  act  of  soldierly  fraternity  and  kindness  I  desire  publicly  and  officially 
0  return  my  thanks  and  those  of  my  division  to  the  troops  who  rendered  it ; 
nd  I  reeret  that  I  do  not  know  the  number  of  the  brigade  and  the  name  of  its 
ommander,  that  I  might  more  distinctly  signalize  them  in  my  report.  The 
ay  was  now  far  spent ;  in  truth  it  was  near  sunset.  No  further  serious  de- 
lonstrations  were  made  by  the  enemy  on  our  immediate  front. 

The  troops  were  posted  in  a  strong  position  to  resist  a  night  attack ;  the 
irigade  of  Sheridan's  division  and  Buell's  brigade  being  in  juxtaposition,  the 
firmer  on  the  right  and  the  latter  on  the  left.  Barker's  brigade  was  held  as  a 
eserve  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  the  western  side  of  the  road,  and  Bradl^s 
attery  was  posted  near  to  it,  covering  the  troops  in  the  front  lines.  Just  after 
ightfall  a  sharp  fire  ran  along  the  line,  caused  by  some,  movement  of  the 
Qemy,  which  at  first  was  taken  for  an  advance,  but  in  the  end  proved  to  be 
otbing  more  than  a  picket  demonstration.  Jaded,  worn,  and  thirsty,  the  men 
dd  down  on  their  arms  to  pass  a  cheerless  and  comfortless  night  on  the  battle- 
eld. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  record  here  a  Samaritan  deed  rendered  to  my 
ivision  during  the  night  by  Oolonel  Harrison,  of  the  thirty-ninth  Indiana,  and 
part  of  his  mounted  regiment  The  men  were  very  thirsty,  but  the  distance 
3  water  was  so  great  that  but  few  could  hope  to  get  permission  to  go  for  it. 
)iiring  the  night  Oolonel  Harrison  brought  to  us  some  five  hundred  canteens  of 
;ood  water.  They  were  distributed  among  my  men  as  equitably  as  possible, 
.ad  proved  the  cooling  drop  to  the  thirsty  soldiers. 

Bstep's  battery  was  refitted  during  the  night,  and  was  ready  for  service  the 
text  morning. 

Between  midnight  and  daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  received  an 
»rder  to  move  my  command  to  a  position  on  the  slope  of  Missionary  ridge,  to 
>e  held  there  as  part  of  the  reserve  of  the  army  in  the  coming  conflict  of  the 
aoming.  The  movement  was  quietly  and  successfully  made.  In  the  early 
aoming  I  was  directed  to  move  my  division  eastward  from  the  slope  of  Mis- 
ionary  ridge  and  take  the  position  hitherto  occupied  by  Negley's  division,  keep- 
ng  my  left  in  constant  communication  with  General  Brannan's  right.  Colonel 
Barnes's  brigade,  of  Van  Cleve's  division,  was  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  ser- 
ice  during  the  day.  Placing  his  brigade  on  the  left,  Harker's  in  the  centre, 
ind  Buell's  on  the  right,  (the  whole  formed  in  two  lines,  the  front  one  deployed, 
he  second  in  double  column  closed  in  mass,  with  their  batteries  folio  tving  and 
lupporting,)  I  advanced  my  command  and  occupied  the  position  assigned.  In 
loing  so  I  met  no  opposition  from  the  enemy.  I  was  instructed  not  to  invite 
in  attack,  but  to  be  prepared  to  repel  any  effort  of  the  enemy.  In  throwing 
mt  skirmishers  to  cover  my  front  I  aroused  the  enemy,  and  had  quite  a  sharp 
iffair  with  him.  By  a  very  imprudent  advance  of  his  regiment,  done  without 
m  order.  Colonel  Bartleson  (moving  himself  in  advance  of  his  troops)  was  shot 
rom  his  horse  and  either  killed  or  very  severely  wounded,  it  was  impossible  to 
lecide  which,  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  the  place  where  he  fell  to  the 
inemy's  lines.  He  was  an  accomplished  and  gallant  officer,  and  a  hightoned, 
mre-minded  gentleman.  His  loss  is  a  serious  disadvantage  to  his  regiment  and 
o  the  service.  The  position  my  command  then  occupied  closed  the  gap  in  our 
ines  between  Sheridan's  left  and  Brannan's  right.  Although  I  had  not  been 
teriously  engaged  at  any  time  during  the  morning,  I  was  well  satisfied  the 
jnemy  was  in  considerable  force  in  my  immediate  front,  consequently  I  was  ex- 
remely  vigilant. 
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Sucb  was  the  state  of  the  battle  in  my  immediate  vicinity  when  I  received  the 
following  order : 

"Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

"  September  20 — 10.45  a.  m. 
"  Brigadier  General  Wood,  Commanding  Divmon : 

"  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  close  up  on  Reynolds  as  fast  as 
possible  and  support  him. 

"Respectfully,  &c., 

"FRANK  S.  BOND, 

*'  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp" 

I  received  the  order  about  11  o'clock.  At  the  moment  of  its  receipt  I  was 
Mhort  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  my  command.  General  McCook 
mis  with  me  when  I  received  it.  I  informed  him  that  I  would  immediatelj 
carry  it  into  execution,  and  suggested  that  he  should  close  up  his  command 
rapidly  on  my  right  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a  gap  in  my  lines.  He  said 
he  would  do  so,  and  immediately  rode  away.  I  immediately  despatched  my  staff 
officer  to  the  brigade  commander  with  the  necessary  orders,  and  the  movement 
was  at  once  begun.  Reynolds's  division  was  posted  on  the  left  of  Brannao's 
division,  which  in  turn  was  on  the  left  of  the  position  I  was  just  quitting. 
I  had,  consequently,  to  pass  my  command  in  the  rear  of  Brannan's  division  to 
close  up  on  and  go  into  the  support  of  Reynolds.  So  soon  as  I  had  got  the  com* 
mand,  and  learned  where  and  how  it  was  designed  to  bring  my  command  into 
action,  (I  did  not  know  General  Reynolds's  position,)  I  rode  forward  to  find 
General  Reynolds,  but  in  my  search  for  him,  I  met  Major  General  Thomas,  to 
whom  I  communicated  the  order  I  had  received  from  the  commanding  general, 
and  desired  to  know  where  I  should  move  my  command  to  support  General 
Reynolds. 

General  Thomas  replied  that  General  Reynolds  did  not  need  support,  but 
that  I  had  better  move  to  the  support  of  General  Baird,  posted  on  our  extreme 
left,  and  who  needed  assistance.  I  exhibited  my  order  to  him,  and  asked  him 
whether  he  would  take  the  responsibility  of  changing  it.  He  replied  he  would, 
and  I  then  informed  him  I  would  move  my  command  to  the  support  of  Greneral 
Baird. 

I  requested  General  Thomas  to  furnish  me  a  staff  officer  who  could  conduct 
me  to  General  Baird,  which  he  did. 

Taking  this  staff  officer  with  me,  I  rode  at  once  to  Barnes's  brigade,  and  di- 
rected the  staff  officer  to  conduct  it  to  and  report  it  to  General  Baird.  I  then 
rode  to  the  other  two  brigades  for  the  purpose  of  following  with  them  in  the 
rear  of  Barnes's  brigade,  to  the  assistance  of  General  Baird.  When  I  re-formed 
them,  I  found  the  valley  south  of  them  swarming  with  the  enemy.  It  appeared 
that  when  I  moved  ray  command  to  go  to.  the  support  of  General  Reynolds 
that  the  gap  thus  made  in  our  lines  was  not  closed  by  the  troops  on  my  right, 
and  that  the  enemy  poured  through  it  very  soon  in  great  force.  The  head  of 
his  column  struck  the  right  of  Buell's  brigade,  and  cutting  off  a  portion  of  it, 
forced  it  over  the  adjacent  ridge,  whence  it  retired,  as  I  have  subsequently 
learned,  with  the  vast  ma«s  of  fugitives  from  the  troops  on  our  extreme  right, 
towards  Rossville.  In  moving  to  the  support  of  General  Reynolds,  naturally 
following  the  shortest  route,  I  moved  through  the  woods.  My  two  batteries, 
Estep's  and  Bradley's,  could  not  follow  their  brigade  through  the  woods,  and 
consequently  were  compelled  to  make  a  short  detour  to  the  left  to  get  into  the 
open  helds  on  the  slope  of  the  ridge,  intending  to  move  thence  parallel  to  their 
brigade.  But  they  were  caught  in  this  movement  by  the  rapidly  advancing 
columns  of  the  enemy.  Estep's  guns  were  captured,  (in  the  neighborhood,  as  I 
understand,  of  infantry  of  the  right,  which  might  have  supported  him  if  it  had 
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Stood,)  while  Bradley's  battery,  more  fortunate,  succeeded  in  getting  over  the 
ridge,  and  drew  off  towards  Rossville  with  the  tide  of  fugitives  setting  strongly 
m  that  direction. 

For  further  details  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  these  batteries,  at  this  stage 
of  the  action,  I  must  refer  to  the  reports  of  Captains  Bradley  and  Estep. 

I  will  only  remark  that  their  movements  did  not  occur  under  my  immediate 
observation,  but  took  place  beyond  the  reach  of  my  infantry  support.  I  am 
fully  satisfied,  from  all  1  have  learned,  that  neither  Captain  Bradley  nor  Estep 
can  be  censured  for  what  occurred. 

When  I  discovered  the  enemy  in  force  in  the  valley  south  of  my  command, 
I  at  once  divined  his  intentions  and  appreciated  the  terrible  hazard  to  our  army 
and  the  necessity  for  prompt  action.  His  object  was  clear ;  having  turned  our 
right  and  separated  a  portion  of  our  force  from  the  main  body,  he  was  seeking 
the  rear  of  our  solid  lines  of  battle,  to  attack  it  in  reverse,  hoping  thus  to  cut 
our  communication  with  Chattanooga,  and  capture  and  destroy  the  bulk  of  our 
army.  I  had  with  me  at  this  time  but  one  brigade,  Barker's,  and  a  portion  of 
Bueirs.  I  immediately  formed  a  line  across  the  valley,  facing  southward,  de- 
termined, if  possible,  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  He  was  in  full  and 
plain  view  in  the  open  fields,  and  it  was  evident  his  force  far  outnumbered 
mine,  but  I  felt  that  this  was  no  time  for  comparing  numbers ;  the  enemy  at 
all  hazards  must  be  checked.  I  was  without  the  support  of  artillery,  and 
knew  I  had  to  depend  alone  on  the  musket.  I  formea  my  line  in  a  skirt  of 
woods  reaching  across  the  valley.  In  front  of  me  was  the  Ojaen  fields,  across 
which  the  enemy  was  advancing.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  get 
possession  of  the  fence  which  bounded  the  field  on  the  northern  side.  My  line 
was  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards  from  the  fence  on  the 
north  of  it,  while  the  enemy's  line  was  perhaps  as  much  as  three  hundred  and 
£![ty  yards  south  of  it.  In  person  I  ordered  the  125th  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdyke, 
commanding,  to  advance  and  seize  the  fence  ;  there  was  a  momentary  hesitation 
in  the  regiment  to  go  forward.  Its  gallant  colonel  immediately  rode  in  front  of 
the  centre  of  his  regiment,  and  taking  off  his  hat  called  on  his  men  to  ad- 
vance. His  regiment  gallantly  responded  by  a  prompt  advance,  as  men  ever 
will  under  the  inspiration  of  such  leadership.  The  regiment  quickly  lined  the 
fence,  whence  a  sharp  fire  was  opened  on  the  enemy.  Soon  tlie  64th  Ohio, 
Colonel  Mcllvain  commanding,  followed  and  formed  along  the  fence  on  the  left  • 
of  the  125th  Ohio.  This  bold  and  rapid  offensive  movement  seemed  to  take 
the  enemy  by  surprise,  and  disconcerted  his  movements,  for  his  hitherto  ad- 
vancing lines  halted.  The  other  regiments,  65th  Ohio  and  3d  Kentucky,  Ma- 
jor Brown  commanding  the  former,  and  Colonel  Dunlap  the  latter,  of  Barker's 
brigade,  with  the  58th  Indiana,  of  Colonel  Buell's  brigade.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ombree  commanding,  was  formed  on  the  right  of  the  125th  Ohio,  higher  up  the 
fence,  and  on  a  hill  dominating  the  field  in  which  the  enemy  had  halted.  The 
125th  Ohio  and  64th  Ohio  again  advanced,  and  took  position  behind  a  copse  of 
woods,  near  the  centre  of  the  field,  the  now  debatable  ground  of  the  contend- 
ing bodies.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  at  this  moment  were  so  singular, 
and  his  blurred  and  greasy  and  dusty  uniform  so  resembled  our  own  when  tra- 
vel-stained, coupled  with  the  fact  that  it  was  expected  a  part  of  McCook's  com- 
mand would  come  from  that  direction,  (the  terrible  disaster  to  his  force  on  the 
right  not  being  then  known  to  us,)  that  for  a  few  minutes  the  impression  pre- 
vailed and  the  cry  ran  along  the  line  that  the  troops  in  front  of  us  were  our 
own.  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  the  thought  of  firing  on  our  own  comrades 
in  arms  being  too  terrible  to  contemplate.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  the  delu- 
sion was  dispelled,  the  enemy  commencing  to  advance  again  in  a  way  that  left 
no  doubt  of  bis  identity,  for  he  advanced  firing  on  us.  I  do  not  mention  this 
singular  mi.stake  on  account  of  its  possessing  any  particular  importance  per  «c, 
but  rather  to  record  it  as  an  in;>tauce  of  the  atrango  de\\xa\o\i%  \\x«X  ^Q\xvfe'CYssi^5i^ 
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occur  on  the  battle-field  without  any  sufficient  cause,  and  without  the  possibOity* 
of  a  reasonable  explanation.  This  mistake  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  tlw 
enemj"  wa»  probably  not  more  than  three  hundred,  certainly  not  over  three  hun- 
dred and  Miy  yards  distant,  and  was  halted  in  a  broad  open  field.  But  for  this 
mistake  we  could  have  punished  him  most  severely  at  the  time  he  was  halted. 
The  sun  was  now  about  high  noon,  possibly  it  may  have  been  as  late  as  12.30 
p.  m.,  when  the  125th  Ohio  and  64th  Ohio  advanced  to  the  copse  in  the  open 
field.  I  ordered  Colonel  Opdyke  to  line  the  southern  side  of  the  copee  with 
skirmishers,  with  a  view  to  annoying  and  delaying  the  progress  of  the  enemy. 
As  he  advanced  he  inclined  to  his  left,  evidenUy  with  the  intention  of  outflank- 
ing my  line,  and  turning  my  right.  This  movement  of  the  enemy  made  it  neces- 
eary  that  I  should  gain  a  position  in  which  I  could  form  a  shorter  and  more 
compact  line,  in  which  my  right  would  be  more  protected  by  natural  obstacle!. 
I  accordingly  retired  my  command  to  a  narrow  and  short  ridge,  which  shoots 
out  nearly  at  right  angles  as  a  spur  from  the  general  ridge,  which  is  parallel 
to  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road.  The  short  and  narrow  ridge  extends 
athwart  the  valley  in  a  nearly  east  and  west  course.  The  abruptness  of  the  de- 
clivity on  either  side  of  it  almost  gives  to  this  rid^  the  quality  of  a  natural  parapet 
Troops  holding  it  could  load  and  fire  behind  it  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's 
fire  and  then  advance  to  the  crest  of  it  to  deliver  a  plunging  fire  on  the  ad  vane- 
ing  foe.  In  addition,  there  was  a  moral  effect  in  its  command  over  the  ground 
south  of  it,  which  inspired  the  courage  of  the  troops  holding  it.  Here  1  deter- 
mined to  make  ^n  obstinate  and  stubborn  stand.  When  Greneral  Brannan's 
right  was  turned,  (by  the  opening  of  the  gap  in  our  lines  by  the  movement  of 
my  division  to  support  General  Reynolds,)  he  had  been  compelled  to  fall  back 
to  the  general  ridge  enclosing  on  the  west  the  valley  in  which  the  great  battle 
was  fought,  which  ridge,  as  already  remarked,  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  Ross- 
ville and  Lafayette  road.  When  I  took  position  with  Harker's  brigade  on  the 
narrow  ridge  extending  partially  across  the  valley.  General  Brannan  formed  his 
command  on  my  right  and  higher  up  on  the  main  ridge,  thus  giving  to  our 
united  lines  something  of  the  shape  of  an  irregular  crescent,  with  the  concavity 
towards  the  enemy.  This  disposition  gave  us  a  covering  fire  on  the  attacking 
columns.     Colonel  Buell  formea  his  command  with  General  Brannan's. 

When  my  arrangements  in  this  position  were  concluded,  it  was  probably  one 
o'clock  p.  m.,  or  a  little  after.  The  enemy  did  not  leave  us  long  in  the  quiet 
possession  of  our  new  position.  Soon  a  most  obstinate  and  determined  attack 
was  made,  which  was  handsomely  repulsed.  Similar  attacks  were  continued 
during  the  whole  afternoon.  To  describe  each  one  in  detail  would  be  unnecessary 
and  only  add  useless  prolixity  to  my  report.  But  I  deem  it  proper  to  signalize 
one  of  these  attacks  especially.  It  occurred  about  four  o'clock,  and  lasted  about 
thirty  minutes.  It  was  most  unquestionably  the  most  terrific  musketry  duel  I 
have  ever  witnessed.  Barker's  brigade  was  formed  in  two  lines ;  the  regiments 
were  advanced  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  alternately,  and  delivered  their  fire  by 
volley  at  the  commands,  retiring  a  few  paces  behind  it  after  firing  to  reload. 
The  continued  roar  of  the  very  fiercest  musketry  fire  inspired  a  sentiment  of 
grandeur  in  which  the  awful  and  sublime  were  intermingled.  But  the  enemy 
was  repulsed  in  this  fierce  attack,  and  the  crest  of  the  ridge  was  still  in  our 
possession.  Finally  the  evening  shades  descended  and  spread  the  drapery  of 
moonlight  over  the  hardly  contested  field.  The  battle  ceased  and  my  command 
still  held  the  position  it  had  taken  about  one  o'clock,  maintaining  with  glorious 
courage  a  most  unequalled  contest  in  point  of  numbers,  but  our  inferiority  of 
strength  did  not  appal  the  men ;  their  courage  and  steadfast  resolution  rose 
with  the  occasion.  I  do  not  believe  that  history  affords  an  instance  of  a  more 
splendid  resistance  than  that  made  by  Barker's  brigade  and  a  portion  of  Buell't 
brigade  from  1  p.  m.on  the  20th  to  nightfall.  Apart  of  the  contest  was  wit- 
nessed by  that  able  aiid  distinguidied  e.omm«Aidet>  ola^or  General  Thomas.    I 
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hink  it  must  have  been  near  to  two  o'clock  when  he  came  to  where  mj  com- 
nand  was  so  hotly  engaged.  His  presence  was  most  welcome.  The  men  saw 
lim.felt  they  were  battling  under  the  eye  of  a  great  chieftain,  and  their  courage 
ind  resolution  received  fresh  inspiration  from  tlf^  consciousness.  At  a  most 
opportune  time  in  the  afternoon,  probably  between  2  and  3  o'clock,  Major  Gen- 
eral Granger  arrived  on  the  field  with  two  brigades  of  fresh  troops  of  the 
livision  of  General  Steedman.  They  were  brought  into  action  on  the  right  of 
3eueral  Brannan  (who  was  on  my  right)  and  rapidly  drove  the  enemy  before 
hem ;  this  movement  very  considerably  relieved  the  presure  in  my  front.  The 
^lant  bearing  of  General  Granger  during  the  whole  of  this  mos;  critical  part 
»f  the  contest  was  a  strong  re-enforcement.  It  affords  me  mach  pleasure  to 
lignalize  the  presence  with  my  command  for  a  length  of  time  during  the  after- 
loon  (present  during  the  period  of  the  hottest  fighting)  of  another  distinguished 
officer,  Brigadier  General  Garfield,  chief  of  staff.  After  the  disastrous  event  of 
he  right.  General  Garfield  made  his  way  back  to  the  battle-field,  showing 
hereby  that  the  road  was  open  to  all  who  might  choose  it,  to  follow  it  where 
laty  called,  and  came  to  where  my  command  was  engaged.  The  brigade  which 
Dade  so  determined  a  resistance  on  the  crest  of  the  narrow  ridge  during  all 
hat  long  September  afternoon  had  been  commanded  by  General  Garfield  when 
16  belonged  to  my  division.  The  men  remarked  his  presence  with  much  satis- 
action,  and  were  delighted  that  he  was  a  witness  of  the  splendid  fighting  they 
vere  doing.  Early  in  the  afternoon  my  command  was  joined  by  portions  of  two 
^^iments  belonging  to  Van  Gleve's  division,  the  seventeenth  Kentucky,  Oolonel 
itout  commanding,  and  the  forty-fourth  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Oolonel  Aldrich  com- 
nanding.  The  fact  that  these  parts  of  regiments  in  preseving  the  form  of  a 
'egimental  organization  did  not  leave  the  field  after  the  disaster  on  the  right, 
vhere  so  many  other  troops  fled  from  the  contest,  is  certainly  most  creditable 
;o  them.  The  fact  also  affords  very  just  ground  for  the  inference  that  if  a  more 
letermined  effort  had  been  made  by  the  officers,  many  other  regiments  that  left 
lie  field  might  have  been  kept  in  it.  The  remains  of  the  two  regiments  most 
lobly  and  gallantly  aided  my  command  in  repulsing  the  repeated  attacks  of  the 
snemy.  The  forty -fourth  Indiana  bore  itself  with  special  gallantry.  I  should  do 
njostice  to  my  feelings  were  I  to  omit  to  record  my  testimony  to  the  splendid  re- 
iLstance  made  on  my  right  by  General  Brannan  and  his  command.  It  was  the 
leplus  ultra  of  defensive  fighting.  About  7  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  an  order 
rem  General  Thomas  to  withdraw  my  command  from  the  field  and  retire  to 
ftossville.  The  order  was  executed  without  noise,  without  confusion,  and  with- 
)nt  disaster.  My  command  left  the  field  not  because  it  was  beaten,  but  in 
>bedience  to  an  order.  With  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition  it  could  have  re- 
lewed  the  contest  next  morning,  and  here  I  can  appropriately  return  my  thanks 
o  Major  General  Granger  for  a  timely  supply  of  ammunition  given  me  during 
he  afternoon,  when  that  in  the  cartridge-boxes  and  men's  pockets  was  reduced 
»  two  or  ihree  rounds  per  man,  and  when  the  prospect  of  oeing  reduced  to  the 
)ayonet  alone  as  a  means  of  defence  seemed  inevitable.  My  own  ammunition 
xain  had  been  carried  off  by  the  route  from  the  right.  My  command  reached 
Elosdville  about  10  p.  m.,  where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  next 
Doming,  the  21  at,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  took  a  strong  position  on  Missionary 
idge.  Strong  barricades  against  an  infantry  assault  were  at  once  made.  Dur- 
ng  the  day  there  was  some  li^ht  firing  on  my  picket  front,  but  nothing  serious. 
The  enemy  was,  however,  evidently  in  considerable  force  in  my  front.  At  10  p. 
n.  of  the  2l3tmy  command,  in  obedience  to  orders,  left  its  position  on  Mission- 
iry  ridge  and  withdrew  to  this  place.  Early  Tuesday  morning,  the  22d,  it  oc- 
cupied its  present  position  in  the  line  of  defences,  and  has  since  been  most  con- 
itautly  and  actively  engaged  in  strengthening  them.  To  the  officers  and  man 
)f  my  command  I  return  my  thanks  for  their  gallant  bearing,  soldie^bf  ooii^vX 
lud  steadi'ast  courage,  iixhibited  both  in  the  contest  oi  Sal\u:(iay  >  \k^  \^>i^>  «sA 
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Sunday,  the  20th.  Their  conduct  on  both  days  deserves  all  praise,  and  I  com- 
mend it  to  the  consideration  of  the  commanding  general.  There  were  un- 
doubtedly instances  of  individual  misconduct  which  deserve  reprehension,  but  as 
a  whole  the  behavior  of  the  Command  was  most  satisfactory.  Of  the  numerouB 
killed  and  wounded  I  would  gladly  speak  by  name,  but  the  list  is  too  numeroas. 
To  do  so  would  extend  my  report  beyond  all  reasonable  compass.  I  can  only 
here  express  my  serious  condolence  with  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  gallant 
dead  and  wounded.  The  regiments  and  batteries  in  my  command  represented 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan  and  Kentucky.  The  citizens  of 
these  great  and  loyal  States  have  much  cause  to  be  proud  of  their  representa- 
tives in  the  late  great  conflict.  They  may  safely  trust  their  honor  and  the 
public  weal  to  such  representatives.  For  the  special  commendation  byname  of 
the  more  subordinate  officers  and  men  who  distinguished  themselves  I  must  refer 
the  commanding  general  to  the  reports  of  my  brigade  commanders,  GoloneU 
Harker  and  Buell,  and  their  accompanying  documents,  the  sub-reports  of  regi- 
mental commanders.  Where  so  great  a  portion  of  my  command  behaved  weH 
it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  officers  by  name,  and  perhaps  may  be  regarded  as 
making  an  invidious  distinction.  Nevertheless  I  consider  it  my  duty,  on  account 
of  their  distinguished  services,  to  commend  to  the  notice  of  the  commanding 
general  Colonel  Dunlap,  commanding  third  Kentucky;  Colonel  Mcllvain,  com- 
manding sixty -fourth  Ohio ;  Colonel  Opdyke,  commanding  one  hundred  and 
twenty- fifth  Ohio,  and  Captain  Bradley,  commanding  sixth  Ohio  battery. 
I  desire  to  commend  Colonel  Opdyke  especially  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  commanding  general;  tne  record  of  his  regiment  (a  comparatively 
new  one  and  never  before  in  a  general  engagement)  in  the  late  battle  will,  I 
am  sure,  c(jmpare  most  favorably  with  that  of  the  most  veteran  regiments  en- 
gaged. The  credit  is  mainly  due  to  the  colonel  conmianding.  His  nntiring 
zeal  and  devoted  attention  to  his  regiment  has  brought  forth  fruits  worthy 
his  efforts.  I  commend  him  to  the  commanding  general  as  an  officer  capa- 
ble and  worthy  of  commanding  a  brigade.  Colonel  Buell,  commanding  the 
first  brigade  of  my  division,  has  exercised  this  command  about  three  months. 
He  bore  himself  with  great  gallantry  on  the  field,  both  on  Suturday,  19th,  and 
Sunday,  the  20th ;  with  a  little  more  experience  he  would  make  an  excellent 
brigadier  general,  and  should  receive  the  promotion.  In  my  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Stone  river  I  especially  signalized  the  services  of  Colonel  Harker,  com- 
manding the  third  brigade  of  my  division,  and  earnestly  recommended  him  for 
promotion,  both  as  a  reward  for  his  merits  and  as  an  act  of  simple  justice.  In 
the  late  campaigns  he  has  peculiarly  distinguished  himself;  he  made  two  of  the 
most  daring  and  brilliant  reconnoissances  during  the  campaign — reconnoissances 
almost  without  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  warfare,  and  his  personal  gallantry 
on  the  battle-field,  the  skilful  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  brigade,  leading 
it  together  so  well  when  so  many  other  troops  broke,  and  his  general  good  con- 
duct, are  beyond  all  praise.  To  speak  of  his  services  in  what  I  conceive  to  be  just 
encomium  might  be  considered  fulsome  praise.  I  earnestly  recommend  him 
for  immediate  promotion  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general.  Returns  herewith 
submitted  show  that  I  went  into  action  on  Saturday  with  an  effective  force  of 
men  and  officers  of  twenty-nine  hundred  and  sixty-five  (2,965.)  The  return  of 
casualties  shows  that  my  command  lost  in  killed  and  wounded,  absolutely 
known  to  be  such,  eight  hundred  and  forty-four  (844,)  and  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  one  thousand  and  thirty-five  (1,035.)  Taking  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  actually  known,  it  will  be  found  to  be  twenty-eight  and 
eighty  one-hundredths  (28.80)  per  cent,  of  the  effective  force  with  which  I  went 
into  action.  But  it  is  fair  to  presume,  as  we  retired  from  the  field  Sunday 
evening,  that  many  of  the  one  nundred  and  ninety-one  reported  missing  were 
either  killed  or  wounded,  and  that  their  bodies  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Takiiig  the  number  of  the  kiUed,  wounded  and  mieeingi  it  will  be  found  to  be 
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thirty -four  and  ninety  one-hundredths  (34.90)  percent,  of  my  whole  command. 
These  figures  show  an  almost  unparallelnd  loss ;  they  attest  the  severity  of  the 
conflicts  through  which  my  command  passed  on  the  19th  and  20th.     The  rec- 
ord of  its  participation  in  the  great  hatUe  of  the  Ghickamauga  is  wittenin  blood. 
Before  closing  my  report,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  com- 
manding general  certain  facts  which  fell  under  my  observation  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  conflict.     On  the  20th,  as  I  was  moving  along  the  valley  with  my 
command  to  the  support  of  General  Reynolds,  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  commanding  general,  I  observed  on  my  left  (to  the  west  of  me)  a  force 
posted  high  up  on  the  ridge.     I  inquired  what  force  it  was,  and  was  informed 
it  was  a  part  (a  brigade  perhaps)  of  General  Negley's  division.     I  was  informed 
that  General  Negley  was  with  this  force  in  person.     I  remember  distinctly  see- 
ing a  battery  on  the  hill-side  with  the  troops  ;  at  the  time  it  was  certainly  out 
of  the  reach  of  any  fire  from  the  enemy.     This  was  between  11  and  12  o'clock 
in  the  day,  a  little  later  in  the  day,  perhaps  half  or  three-fourths  of  an  hour, 
when  I  became  severely  engaged,  as  already  described,  with  a  large  hostile  force 
that  had  pierced  our  line  and  turned  Brannan's  right,  compelling  him  to  fall 
back.     I  looked  for  the  force  I  had  seen  posted  on  the  ridge,  and  which,  as 
already  remarked,  I  had  been  informed  was  a  part  of  General  Negley 's  division, 
hopmg  if  I  became  severely  pressed  it  might  re-enforce  me,  for  I  was  resolved 
to  check  the  eneiAy  if  possible,  but  it  had  entirely  disappeared ;  whither  it  had 
gone  I  did  not  then  know,  but  was  informed  later  in  the  day  it  had  retired 
towards  Rossville,  and  this  information,  I  believe,  was  correct.   By  whose  order 
this  force  retired  from  the  battle-field  I  do  not  know;  but  of  one  fact  I  am  per- 
fectly convinced,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  its  retiring.     It  is  impossible 
it  could  have  been  at  all  seriously  pressed  by  the  enemy  at  the  time — in  fact,  I 
think  it  extremely  doubtful  whether  it  was  engaged  at  all.     Near  sundown  of 
the  20th  I  met  General  John  Beatty  not  far  from  where  I  had  fought  the  enemy 
all  the  afternoon.     He  was  entirely  alone  when  I  met  him,  and  did  not  seem  to 
have  any  special  command.     I  at  once  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  had  not 
retired  from  the  battle-field  when  the  bulk  of  the  division  he  is  attached  to  did. 
At  the  moment  I  met  him  I  was  engaged  halting  some  troops  that  were  cross- 
ing the   valley  north  and  west  of  my  position,  and  who  appeared  to  have 
straggled  away  from  the  front,  on  which  General  Thomas's  command  had  fought 
all  day.     General  Beatty  desired   to  know  where  I  wished    these  troops  re- 
formed   I  pointed  out  a  position  to  him,  and  desired  him  to  re-form  them,  which 
he  said  he  would  do.     I  then  rode  back  to  my  command.     It  is  proper  that  I 
should  remark  that  I  did  not  see  the  corps  commander  from  about  9J  o'clock 
a.  m.  of  Sunday,  the  20th,  to  some  time  after  sunrise  of  the  21st,  when  I  met 
him  at  Rossville.     The  officers  of  my  staff"  performed  their  duties  well  in  the 
late  arduous  campaign,  as  well  in  the  march  and  in  camp  as  on  the  battle-field. 
I  deem  it  due  to  them  to  record  their  names  in  my  official  report,  and  to  thank 
them  individually  for  their  valuable  assistance  and  co-operation  :  Captain  H.  P. 
Briston,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Lieutenant  I.L.  Yaryan,  fifty-eighth  Indiana, 
aide-de-camp;  Lieutenant   George   Schefer,   ninety-third  Ohio,  aide-de-camp; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  I.  R.  Palmer,  thirteenth  Michigan,  inspector  general ;  Sur- 
geon W.  W.  Blair,  medical  director  ;  Captain  S.  B.  Meyers,  assistant  quartermas- 
ter ;  Captain  James  McDonald,  commissary  ot  subsistence ;  Captain  William 
McLaughlin,   thirteenth    Michigan,    topographical    engineers;    Captain  J.  E. 
George,  fifteenth  Indiana,  assistant  commissary  ot  musters  ;  Lieutenant  P.  Haldi 
man,  third  Kentucky,  ordnance  officer ;   Captain  M  Keiser,  sixty-fourth  Ohio, 
provost  marshal. 

Up  to  the  occupation  of  Chattanooga,  when  his  leg  was  accidentally  broken, 
since  which  time  his  duties  have  been  well  performed  by  Lieutenant  Ehlers,  of 
the  same  regiment,  Captain  Cullen  Bradley,  sixth  Ohio  battery,  in  addition 
to  commanding  his  own  battery,  ably  performed  the  duties  of  chief  of  artil 
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lery.  It  affords  me  mnch  pleasure  to  mention  in  my  official  report  tlie  true 
courage  and  faithful  devotion  exhibited  throughout  the  entire  conflict  of  my 
personal  escort.  Early  in  the  conflict  of  Sunday  my  color-bearer  was  wounded ; 
the  colors  were  then  taken  by  Sergeant  Samuel  Goodrich,  company  A,  one 
hundredth  Illinois,  who  bore  aloft  my  standard  through  the  remainder  of 
the  day,  remaining  with  me  all  the  time.  Private  Robert  Leman,  company  I, 
fifty-eighth  Indiana,  a  member  of  my  escort,  rode  immediately  in  rear  of  me 
through  the  whole  conflict  of  Sunday,  the  20th ;  whenever  I  called,  this  brave 
and  devoted  boy,  a  youth  not  more  than  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  re- 
sponded. I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  as  accompaniment  to  my  report, 
first,  official  report  of  Colonel  Harker,  commanding  third  brigade,  (with  sub- 
reports  of  regimental  commanders,)  marked  A;  second,  official  report  of  Colonel 
Buell,  commanding  first  brigade,  with  sub-reports  of  regimental  commanders, 
marked  B ;  third,  return  of  efiective  force  taken  into  action  on  the  19th  Septem- 
ber, 1863,  marked  C;  fourth,  return  of  casualties  in  the  battle  of  the  19th  and 
20th,  marked  D ;  fifth,  map  showing  the  various  positions  of  command  in  the 
battle  of  the  19th  and  20th,  marked  E. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  of  the  participation  of  my  command  in  the 
great  battle  of  the  Chickamauga — a  battle  in  which  the  fate  of  the  proud  army 
of  the  Cumberland  hung  trembling  in  the  balance — in  truth,  a  battle  in  who»e 
results  the  great  nation's  life  seemed  involved,  without  returning  thanks  to  Al- 
mighty Providence  for  His  merciful  deliverance  vouchsafed  to  us  from  the 
hosts  of  our  enemies.  For  His  protection  of  myself  through  all  the  dangers  of 
the  bloody  conflict  I  am  humbly  thankful. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  WOOD, 
Brigadier  General  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Captain  J.  P.  Oldershaw, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Second  Division  21st  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Septetnber  30,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  first  day  of  September 
the  brigades  of  Cruft  and  Grose,  with  Standardt's,  Russell's,  and  Cushing's  bat- 
teries, marched  from  Dunlap  down  the  Sequatchie  valley,  towards  the  Tennessee 
river.  Hazen's  brigade,  with  Cockneirs  battery,  were  at  the  time  at  Poe'a  tavern, 
in  the  Tennessee  valley,  and  not  then  subject  to  my  orders.  On  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember Grose's  brigade  reached  the  mouth  of  Battle  creek,  and  the  following 
night  and  next  day  crossed  the  river  on  rafts.  Cruft  was  sent,  by  order  of  the 
general  commanding,  by  way  of  Shellmound,  found  good  boats  and  crossed 
without  difficulty  during  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  of  September;  both  brigades 
were  brought  together  at  Shellmound. 

On  the  5th  of  September  I  received  orders  to  march  to  Whiteside's  Station, 
on  the  Nasliville  and  Chattanooga  railroad,  following  Wood's  division  to  that 
point,  and  then  to  move  up  the  valley  of  Running  Water  creek.  In  the  af^ 
noon  of  that  day  I  followed  Wood  closely,  and  reached  *'  Cole's  Academy,  in 
Lookout  valley,"  near  Wood.  My  command  remained  at  "Cole's  Academy" 
until  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  September,  and  then  moved 
down  the  Trenton  and  Chattanooga  railroad  to  Hawkins's  Station,  one  and  a  half 
mile,  to  the  rear  of  Wood.    Aa  U.awVm&  iiiloim^Xv^vi  ^aa  received  from  Greneral 
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Wood  that  the  enemy  occupied  Lookout  mountain  in  #trong  force,  I  at  once 
sent  two  regiments  to  reconnoitre  the  face  of  the  mountain  to  ascertain  if  it 
could  be  ascended,  and  found  a  gap  accessible  to  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  general  commanding  the  corps  for  his  approval  of  an  expedition  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain  to  learn  what  the  enemy  was  doing.  I  received  his 
approval,  and  ordered  General  Grose,  with  three  regiments,  to  attempt  the  as- 
cent at  three  o'clock  next  morning.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
Brigadier  General  Wood  called  at  my  quarters  and  told  me  that  he  received 
information  that  on  the  night  before  the  enemy  had  relieved  his  infantry 
pickets  along  our  front  with  cavalry,  and  proposed  to  make  a  reconnoissance 
towards  Chattanooga  with  his  own  division  early  next  morning,  to  be  supported 
by  me.  I  had  already,  with  the  approval  of  the  general  commanding  the  corps, 
ordered  Colonel  Grose  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  was  not  able  to  meet 
General  Wood's  wishes.  At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  Colonel 
Grose  marched  in  execution  of  his  order,  and  ascended  the  mountain  with  but 
little  difficulty;  and  four  o'clock  Captain  Cooke,  of  the  staff  of  the  general 
commanding,  reached  my  quarters,  and  gave  me  information  of  the  evacuation 
of  Chattanooga. 

Under  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the  corps,  at  eight  o'clock  on  the 
9th  instant,  with  Cruft's  brigade,  two  regiments  of  Colonel  Grose,  and  the 
artillery  and  baggage  of  both  brigades,  I  moved  towards  Chattanooga,  following 
Wood's  division  and  all  his  transportation.  The  road  around  the  spur  of  the 
mountain  was  rough  and  blocked  by  the  wagons  of  the  first  division,  in  con- 
sequence the  march  was  slow  and  fatiguing.  Upon  reaching  the  eastern  base 
of  the  mountain  I  directed  my  march  to  Rossville,  without  passing  through 
Chattanooga,  and  when  near  there  drove  a  small  cavalry  force  before  me,  and 
halted  at  Rossville  for  the  night.  At  five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th 
I  received  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the  corps,  directing  me  to  take 
one  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  for  men  ana  five  days'  rations,  and  march 
on  the  Dalton  road,  by  the  way  of  Ringold,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  I  was 
ordered  not  to  wait  for  my  train,  but  leave  that  under  a  sufficient  escort  to  fol- 
low me.  I  was  thus  separated  from  my  supplies,  and  had  with  me  but  one 
day's  rations.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  make  a  short  march  on  that  day,  with 
the  hope  that  the  supply  train  would  reach  me  during  the  night.  Accordingly 
1  marched  to  Pea  Vine  creek,  within  five  miles  of  Ringold,  and  halted.  Upon 
reaching  this  point,  a  small  mounted  force  of  the  enemy  was  seen  in  front,  and 
Captain  Norton,  an  officer  of  great  firmness  and  experience,  was  sent  forward 
with  my  personal  escort  and  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry,  (fourth  Michigan,) 
to  drive  them  off  This  small  party  attacked  with  great  spirit  and  drove  the  enemy 
a  mile,  and  as  it  was  quite  obvious  that  the  parties  of  the  enemy  near  were 
numerous  and  comparatively  strong,  it  rejoined  the  column.  A  few  moments- 
after  the  return  of  our  cavalry,  a  force  of  the  enemy  under  cover  of  a  cloud  of 
dust  charged  the  advance  guard,  (four  companies  first  Kentucky,)  at  full  speed, 
threw  it  into  confusion,  and  captured  two  officers  and  fifty-six  enlisted  men. 
The  pressure  of  other  duties  has  prevented  a  full  investigation  of  this  unfortunate 
affair;  none  of  the  excuses  yet  tendered  to  me  are  satisfactory.  1  will  for  that 
reason,  as  soon  as  time  will  allow,  bring  the  officers  responsible  to  trial  for  what 
seems  to  me  gross  negligence  in  the  performance  of  their  important  duties.  It 
is  due  to  the  regiment  and  all  its  officers  that  I  should  say,  that  on  all  subse- 
quent occasions  during  the  late  operations  all  behaved  most  creditably.  The 
five  day's  ratidns  required  by  the  order  of  the  10th  reached  me  during  the 
night,  and  at  six  o'clock  next  morning  resumed  the  march  by  the  way  of 
Graysville  in  charge  of  the  baggage  of  my  own  and  Van  Cleve's  division,  he 
having  taking  the  most  direct  route  to  Ringold  over  the  hills.  At  Graysville 
Hazen's  brigade  united  with  the  division,  and  the  whole  moved  to  Ringold  and 
bivouacked  that  night.  It  was  apparent  on  the  10th  mf^\aii\.  \^\^\.  ^^  ^:<QkKS&:^ 
T— 7 


98  EEPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

were  numerous  on  ourfront  and  right,  but  were  rapidly  drifting  soutli.  On  the 
11th  (.V)lonel  Wilder,  supported  by  Van  Cleve,  pushed  a  large  cavalry  force 
through  Ringold  in  the  direction  of  Dalton.  Reports  from  a  hundred  source?, 
citizens,  deserters,  &c.,  all  pointed  to  Rome,  Georgia,  as  the  point  fixed  for  the 
concentration  of  the  whole  rebel  army. 

At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  September,  in  pursuance  of  orders 
received  during  the  previous  ni>rht,  I  marched  in  the  direction  of  Gordon's 
mill,  by  the  way  of  Gilbert's,  on  Pea  Vine  creek.  Upon  reaching  the  road  at 
Pea  Vine,  citizens  gave  the  information  that  a  heavy  cavalry  force  of  the  rebels 
had  passed  down  towards  Lafayette  in  the  course  of  the  night.  The  bridge  was 
cut  down  and  the  ford  blocked,  and  signs  of  the  recent  passage  of  retreating 
troops  abundant. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  general  commanding  the  corps  before 
referred  to,  my  command  was  halted  at  the  junction  of  the  Gordon's  Mill  road 
and  the  Lafayette  road  for  several  hours  to  cover  the  march  of  Van  Cleve's 
division,  which  had  crossed  the  Pea  Vine  valley  lower  down,  in  charge  of  the 
transportation. 

A  few  troops  of  the  enemy  were  seen  watching  our  movements.  About  ten 
o'clock  it  was  reported  to  me  that  firing  was  heard  towards  Gordon's  mill. 
I  pushed  Uazen  forward  to  learn  the  cause,  and  effect  a  junction  with  our  forces 
at  the  mill.  This  he  did  with  but  little  trouble.  About  two  o'clock  1  sent  a 
portion  of  Cruft's  brigade  up  the  valley  toward  Pea  Vine  church,  to  clear  that 
flank  of  the  enemy,  and  learn  the  cause  of  firing  in  that  direction.  Thi?  was 
handsomely  done  by  Colonel  Sedgwick  and  Colonel  Rippey,  with  their  re- 
spective regiments,  and  a  section  of  Standart's  battery.  About  dark  the  whole 
division  bivouacked  at  Gordon's  mill. 

September  13. — Early  in  the  morning,  Grose's  pickets  were  fired  upon  by  the 
enemy.  After  a  noisy  skirmish  the  enemy  fell  back.  Grose  remained  in  position 
during  the  day,  watching  a  reconnoissance  made  by  Van  Cleve  to  the  front, 
and  Crufk  marched  back  to  Pea  Vine  valley  to  support  a  reconnoissance  by 
Colonel  Welder. 

September  14. — Marched  at  six  o'clock  across  Missionary  ridge  to  Harri- 
son's, in  Chattanooga  valley ;  pushed  one  brigade  two  miles  up  the  valley  to 
Mitchell's. 

September  15. — Started  at  daylight  for  the  Chickamauga  valley ;  marched  by 
way  of  Crawfish  springs,  and  then  up  the  valley  to  Gowen's,  two  brigades 
occupying  the  crossing  at  Gowen's,  and  one  was  posted  at  Mathew'8,near  Owen's 
ford. 

September  16. — Grose  with  two  regiments  and  one  section  of  artillery  crossed 
the  creek  and  drove  a  party  of  the  enemy  over  the  hills. 

September  17. — Early  in  the  morning,  the  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  onr 
pickets  at  Gowen's.  After  a  short  skirmish,  were  repulsed  with  some  loss  in 
wounded  and  one  prisoner.  In  the  afternoon,  marchea  down  the  creek  towards 
Crawfish  springs,  giving  way  to  the  14th  army  corps. 

September  18.— Orders  were  received  in  the  afternoon  to  relieve  Colonel 
Barnes,  of  V^onCleve's  division,  at  the  ford  near  Glenn's,  with  one  of  my  brigades. 
After  putting  Grose  in  position  there,  I  reported  at  department  headquarters, 
and  received  orders  to  march  to  Gordon's  mills  as  soon  as  relieved  by  General 
Negley.  While  receiving  these  orders,  I  was  called  upon  by  a  staff  officer  of 
General  Negley  for  information  as  to  the  position  of  the  brigade  on  the  creek 
to  be  relieved,  and  sent  with  him  a  staff  officer  ( Lieutenant  Scarritt)  to  guide 
him.  I  then,  by  written  order,  directed  Colonel  Grose  as  soon  as  relieved  to 
march  to^rd  Crawfish  springs  and  await  orders.  Brigadier  General  Hazen 
was  ordered  to  follow  Grose,  and  Cruft  to  move  in  the  rear.  These  ordere  were 
pomptly  issued  and  delivered,  placing  the  movements  under  the  dii  action  of 
General  Cruft.    I  started  soon  after  to  Gordon's  mill  to  select  a  po.  itioii  for 
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Wiy  command,  but  Grose  was  not  in  fact  relieved  before  midnight.  Hazen  and 
Cruft  were  justified  by  my  orders  in  awaiting  his  movement,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  if  Grose  had  been  relieved  by  seven  oVlock,  as  I  had  every  reason  to 
believe  would  have  been  done,  my  whole  command  would  have  been  in  position 
at  Gordon's  mill  by  ten  o'clock  at  latest.  These  delays,  however,  made  it 
nearly  daylight  before  my  command  was  in  position  on  the  left  of  Van  Cleve's 
division,  and  about  one  mile  north  of  Gordon's  mill.  At  daylight  the  cavalry 
of  Minty's  brigade  passed  from  the  front  to  the  left,  giving  me  the  information 
that  the  road  along  the  creek  to  my  right  front  was  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
At  about  nine  o'clock,  by  the  orders  of  the  general  commanding  the  corps, 
Colonel  Grose  was  ordered  with  his  brigade  to  reconnoitre  the  Rossville  road,  as 
far  as  McDonald's  cross-roads,  ascertain  if  the  road  was  clear,  and  communicate 
"With  General  Thomas.  Soon  after  this  brigade  had  marched,  firing  was  heard  in 
the  direction  of  Rossville,  which  excited  some  apprehension  for  its  safety,  and 
about  half  past  ten  o'clock  a  messenger  came  in  from  Colonel  Grose,  in  charge  of 
one  of  General  Bragg's  orderlies  taken  prisoner.  From  this  prisoner,  who  was 
eent  forward  to  headquarters,  enough  was  learned  to  satisfy  us  that  the  enemy 
was  near  in  force.  In  answer  to  Colonel  Grose's  inquiry  as  to  whether  he  should 
engage  the  cavalry  reported  near  him,  without  information  of  the  plans  of  the 
general  commanding  beyond  the  contents  of  my  orders,  and  under  the  belief 
that  the  defence  of  the  position  of  Gordon's  mill  was  of  vital  importance,  I 
ordered  him  not  to  engage  unless  there  was  a  very  clear  prospept  of  doing  good, 
but  to  return.  About  noon,  I  received  orders  to  move  up  my  whole  division  to 
the  assistance  of  our  troops  then  engaged.  I  moved  at  once,  and  met  Grose's 
brigade  returning.  After  marching  quickly  for  perhaps  a  mile  and  a  half, 
guided  by  the  sounds  of  the  firing,  and  forming  lines  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
I  ordered  Hazen,  who  was  on  the  left,  to  march  in  the  direction  of  the  firing, 
Cruft  to  keep  well  close  up  to  him  on  his  right,  and  Grose  in  reserve,  re-enforcing 
the  right,  and  engage  as  soon  as  possible.  At  this  moment  I  received  a  note 
from  the  general  commanding  the  army,  which  led  to  a  slight,  but  turned  out 
to  be  a  most  advantageous,  change  of  formation.  He  suggested  an  advance  in 
^helon  by  brigades,  refusing  the  right,  keeping  well  closed  on  Thomas.  This 
suggestion  was  adopted  ;  the  brigades,  at  about  one  hundred  paces  intervals, 
pushed  forward  and  engaged  the  enemy  almost  simultaneously.  At  once  the 
fight  became  fierce  and  obstinate.  From  the  character  of  the  ground,  but  few 
positions  could  be  found  for  the  effective  use  of  the  artillery.  My  batteries  were 
used  as  well  as  was  possible,  but  the  work  was  confined  mainly  to  the  musket. 
Our  men  stood  up  squarely  without  faltering,  and  after  a  struggle  of  perhaps  an 
hour,  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  ground  and  pursued  for  a  considerable 
distance.  The  firing  along  the  line  ceased,  and  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward,  as  the  ammunition  of  the  sixth  and  twenty-fourth  Ohio  volunteers 
was  completely  exhausted,  and  all  efforts  to  get  a  supply  to  them  had  so  far 
failed  that  they  were  ordered  back  to  the  open  ground  in  the  rear,  with  the  hope 
that  they  would  meet  the  ammunition  which  was  known  to  be  on  the  way,  and 
be  ready  to  assist  in  the  checking  of  the  enemy's  force,  (which  was  obstinately 
driving  some  troops,  of  what  command  I  am  unable  to  say ;)  and  passing  the 
right,  giving  orders  to  close  up  the  lines,  I  rode  back  to  the  open  ground  from 
which  my  command  had  marched  upon  the  enemy.  I  had  hardly  reached  the 
road  when  some  troops  driven  out  of  the  woods  crossed  the  road  and  were 
pursued  to  the  edge  of  the  road  by  the  enemy.  At  that  moment  one  brigade 
of  General  Reynolds  passed,  going  to  the  right,  but  as  they  seemed  likely  to  go 
too  far,  1  requested  Colonel  Robinson,  of  seventy-fifth  Indiana  vcjujiteers,  to 
meet  the  advancing  enemy.  He  did  so  in  fine  style,  and  drove  him  back  for  a 
considerable,  distance.  The  officers  and  men  of  that  regiment  deserve  great 
credit  for  their  gallantry  in  this  affair.  After  Robinson's  regiment  had  moved . 
off  under  my  orders.  General  Reynolds  suggested  his  withdrawal  had  left  his 
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battery  without  support.  I  then  ordered  Colonel  Anderson,  with  the  eiitb 
Ohio  volunteers,  to  fill  his  boxes  and  remain  there  until  relieved,  and  returned 
to  my  own  lines.  Upon  reaching  them  I  found  my  men  resting,  and  every 
means  was  being  used  to  fill  the  cartridge-boxes.  Hazen  had  been  relieved  by 
General  Turchin,  who  had  formed  on  Cruft's  left,  and  he  (Hazen)  had  retired 
to  fill  his  boxes,  and  protect  some  artillery  which  was  threatened  from  the  rear. 
I  then  committed  the  error  of  d  recting  Grose  to  move  to  the  right,  to  engage 
in  a  severe  fight  going  on  in  that  direction.  I  only  for  the  moment  saw  that 
our  troops  were  hard  pressed,  and  that  mine  were  idle,  but  did  not  observe 
that  one  brigade  was  not  enough  to  relieve  them.  While  riding  towards  Cruft's 
brigade  to  order  him  to  move  to  the  right  to  support  Grose,  a  heavy  foree  came 
down  upon  him  and  Turchin.  For  ten  minutes  or  more  our  men  stood  up 
under  this  fire,  and  then  the  enemy  charged  them  and  bore  them  back.  Cruft, 
Turchin,  and  all  their  officers  exerted  themselves  with  distinguished  courage,  to 
arrest  the  retreat,  and  I  gave  them  what  assistance  I  could.  It  seemed  as  if 
nothing  would  prevent  a  rout;  but,  as  if  by  magic,  the  line  straightened  up, 
the  men  turning  upon  their  pursuers  with  bayonet,  and  as  quickly  as  they  turned 
and  fled,  were  in  turn  pursued.  Many  prisoners  were  brought  to  me  at  this 
point  by  soldiers  for  orders.  I  told  them  to  break  their  muskets  and  let  them 
go,  and  then  go  back  to  their  places  in  the  ranks.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had 
passed  to  their  rear,  and  I  felt  much  apprehension  for  Hazen.  I  rode  in  the 
direction  of  heavy  firing,  near  the  Rossville  road,  and  found  him  with  a  part  of 
his  own  brigade  and  a  large  conscription  of  stragglers  and  several  pieces  of  ar- 
^tillery,  resisting  an  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  cross  an-  open  field  in  his  front. 
His  fire  was  too  hot,  and  they  abandoned  the  attempt.  Very  soon  other  troops 
of  Reynolds's  division  came  up.  Grose  collected  his  troops,  which  were  some- 
what scattered.  Cruft  was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  this  point,  our  lines  were 
re-formed,  and  the  battle  seemed  over. 

Major  General  Thomas,  who  had  been  upon  the  ground  all  day,  gave  orders 
for  the  disposition  of  my  command  for  the  night,  and  the  men,  suffering  firom 
cold,  built  fires.  About  dark  the  enemy  made  a  furious  attack  upon  General 
Johnson's  command,  which  I  then  learned  was  upon  my  left.  I  at  once 
ordered  Cruft  and  Hazen  to  proceed  rapidly  to  his  support.  They  moved  off 
with  great  alacrity,  but  did  not  reach  the  scene  in  time  to  participa^  hi  the 
affair. 

About  eight  o'clock  I  visited  departments  and  corps  headquarters,  and  learned 
that,  from  the  difficulties  of  changing  the  position  of  troops,  it  was  expected  in 
the  anticipated  battle  of  the  next  day  my  command  would  be  subject  to  the 
immediate  orders  of  Major  General  Thomas,  and  this  information  was  reiterated 
in  orders  received  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  from  the  headquarters  of  the 
corps. 

Early  on  the  20th  I  was  directed  by  Major  General  Thomas  to  form  along 
a  ridge  running  from  northeast  to  southwest,  and  terminating  near  the  Ross- 
ville road,  closing  on  the  left  on  Johnson's  division.  Intending  to  avoid  what 
seemed  to  me  the  common  error  of  the  day  before,  (too  extended  line,)  Hazen 
and  Cruft  were  put  in  position  in  two  lines,  and  Grose  in  double  column  in  re- 
serve. The  men  hastily  constructed  barricades  of  logs,  rails,  and  other  mate- 
rials, and  awaited  the  attack.  The  engagement  commenced  by  a  furioas  assault 
upon  the  position  of  Baird  on  the  extreme  left,  and  soon  extended  along  the 
whole  front.  This  was  repulsed  with  great  slaughter.  Then  a  new  persistent 
attack  was  made,  the  chief  weight  of  which  fell  upon  the  extreme  left.  Some 
troops  posted  there  fell  back.  By  direction  of  General  Thomas  my  reserve 
brigade  made  that  direction  and  took  part  in  the  obstinate  contest  there.  The 
enemy  was  repulsed,  but  Grose  suffered  very  severely.  I  respectfully  refer  to 
his  report  in  reference  to  the  share  his  brigade  took  in  that  bloody  affiur.  The 
poBition  held  by  the  divUioiiB  oi  B.e^iioX^,  So^iTi^^xk^B^icd^  and  my  own,  were 
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frequently  assailed  daring  the  day,  but  were  maintained  firmly  by  the  willing 
men  behind  the  barricades.  A  glance  at  the  field  along  the  front  proved  what 
these  efforts  were  costing  the  enemy.  At  two  o'clock  unusually  heavy  firing 
was  heard  on  the  right  of  our  position,  which  seemed  like  a  determined  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  to  force  the  centre  of  our  line.  Hazeu  was  ordered  by 
me  in  that  fcrection.  He  moved  off  rapidly  in  obedience  to  the  order.  I  heard 
his  volley  when  he  went  in,  and  saw  him  no  more  that  day ;  that  his  command 
did  its  duty  I  have  no  doubt ;  I  refer  to  his  report  for  the  details. 

The  remains  of  Grose's  brigade  had  by  this  time  returned,  and  now  took 
Hazcn's  position  in  the  line,  out  no  formidable  attempt  was  made  upon  us 
afterwards. 

The  enemy's  sharpshooters  were  busy,  and  killed  and  wounded  several  offi- 
cers, and  some  of  our  adventurous  men  tumbled  some  of  them  from  the  trees 
upon  which  they  were  perched. 

At  about  five  o'clock  I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Thomas,  by  a 
staff  officer,  to  retire.  Under  the  impression  that  it  was  intended  that  I  should, 
after  retiring  towards  the  rear  of  the  centre,  halt  and  be  prepared  to  resist  the 
attacks  which  were  coming  on  both  flanks,  I  sent  my  orders  to  my  brigade 
commanders  and  rode  to  the  Rossville  road  to  await  the  head  of  column.  I 
reached  the  road  and  looked  back  across  the  field,  some  four  hundred  yards ;  my 
men  were  half  way  across.  The  enemy  had  already  diecovered  the  movement 
and  were  crossing  the  barricades  and  firing.  Batteries  opened  on  us  from  the 
left  and  right,  sweeping  the  road  and  field  from  opposite  directions.  It  seemed 
impossible  to  bring  men  across  the  field  in  anything  like  good  order.  Groset 
was  thrown  into  confusion,  but  Gruft  came  off  in  good  style,  and  both  with  little 
loss.  Graft's  brigade  was  retired  slowly  after  leaving  the  field,  frequently 
halting  to  serve  as  a  nucleus  for  the  re-formation  of  our  scattered  troops. 

The  brigades  were  conducted  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  formed,  and  neld  until 
large  crowds  of  stragglers  passed;  and  as  I  received  no  orders  from  any  quar- 
ter at  late  dark,  I  gave  order  to  the  brigades  to  descend  into  the  valley,  throw 
out  strong  guards  in  the  rear  and  front,  to  resist  any  possible  attack,  and  march 
to  Rossville     The  hea4  of  the  column  reached  there  at  8  p.  m. 

On  the  2l3t  instant  my  command  was  placed  in  position  on  the  ridge,  to 
the  left  of  Ringold  road,  near  Rossville.  Barricades  were  constructed,  and  the 
position  occupied  until  nine  o'clock  p.  m.,  when,  under  orders,  it  was  abandoned, 
and  the  troops  retired  to  their  present  position. 

I  can  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  am  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Brigadier 
Generals  Crufl  and  Hazen  and  Golonel  William  Grose,  commanding  brigades. 
They  have  earned  a  real  title  to  my  respect  and  confidence ;  while  subordinates 
of  all  grades  maintained  the  character  for  hardy  courage  and  endurance  which 
bad  been  won  by  good  service  upon  many  fields. 

The  artillery,  under  the  general  control  of  Gaptain  Standart,  chief  of  artillery, 
was  used  skilfully,  and  under  all  circumstances  effectively.  Standart  had  two 
and  Gushing  one  gun  disabled  and  abandoned.  Gaptain  Standart  and  Lieuten- 
ants Russell,  Gushing,  Gockenell  and  Baldwin,  skilful,  gallant  men,  deserve  well 
of  the  country.  Lieutenant  Golonel  Martin,  aide-de-camp,  and  Major  Muhle- 
man,  assistant  adjutant  general,  are  missing,  probably  wounded,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  Captain  Bartlett,  of  seventh  Illinois  cavalry,  commanding  my  es- 
cort, and  Lieutenant  Shaw,  of  the  same  company,  exhibited  commendable  courage. 
Gaptain  D.  W.  Norton  was  wounded ;  Lieutenants  Scamtt  and  Thomas,  aides, 
behaved  with  great  gallantry.  Gaptain  Steele,  forty-first  Ohio,  topographical 
engineer,  rendered  most  important  service  on  the  whole  march  from  Dunlap  to 
the  battle-field,  and  on  both  days  of  the  battle  was  on  all  occasions  Vhere  duty 
called,  exhibiting  the  highest  courage  and  the  most  ready  intelligence.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  Captain  Howland,  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  div\ft\ow\  Lawql- 
tenant  Chilton,  cominlnsarj;  the  indeiktigable  Lieutenant  Pvick,  ^\xo\kaAL  Oti«x^ 
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of  transportation ;  and  tLat  model  ordnance  officer,  Lieutenant  Groxton,  for  the 
faithful  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties.  Dr.  Menzies,  medical 
director,  aided  by  Dr.  Sherman,  and  all  the  medical  officers  of  the  di\'i8ion,  did 
all  that  was  possible  by  skill,  animated  by  humanity  and  sense  of  duty,  for  the 
relief  of  the  wounded.  Private  Ebey,  seventh  Illinois  cavalry,  remained  wiih 
me  all  day  as  orderly,  but  at  the  close  of  the  battle  on  Sunday  was  wounded 
and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  four  brigades  and  regiments,  and  cordially 
approve  the  special  mentions  contained  in  them ;  many  of  the  instances  of  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  alluded  to  in  these  occurred  under  my  personal  obser- 
vation.    I  add,  Colonel  Sedgwick,  second  Kentucky  regiment,  remained  with 
his  regiment  during  both  days'  battles,  kept  it  in  good  order  under  the  heaviest 
fire,  and  brought  it  off  the  field  ready  to  turn  upon  the  enemy  effectively  at  any 
point  or  moment.  I  recommend  his  promotion.  Colonel  Rippey,  ninetieth  Ohio  vol- 
unteers, remained  with  his  regiment  during  both  days'  battles;  kept  in  good  order, 
exhibiting  great  gallantry  in  resisting  a  charge  of  superior  numbers  on  the  19th 
instant.     Colonel  Smith,  thirty-first  Indiana  volunteers,  behaved  with  great 
courage  and  coolness.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Heff,  of  the  same  regiment,  received 
a  pahiful  wound  in  the  arm  on  the  19th,  but  refused  to  quit  his  post;  he  fought 
through  both  days  and  accompanied  his  regiment  on  its  retreat.     Colonel  Wiley, 
forty -first  Ohio  volunteers,  for  courage  and  coolness  on  the  19th  and  20th ;  he 
kept  the  fire  of  his  regiment  under  his  control,  firing  by  order,  and  by  volley. 
Colonel  Sumner,  ninth  Indiana  volunteers,  for  dauntless,  steady  courage.    Col- 
onel Waters,  eighty-fourth  Illinois  volunteers,  for  courage  and  steady  composure 
in  battle  and  vigilance  in  camp.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Larey,  thirty-sixth  Indi- 
ana volunteers,  was  wounded  on  Saturday,  remained  with  his  command  during 
the  day,  behaved  with  great  courage.     Colonel  Anderson,  sixth  Ohio  volun- 
teers, received  a  painful  wound  on  Saturday,  remained  until  night;  his  cour- 
age and  prudence  deserve  high  praise.     Major  Erwin,  sixth  Ohio  volunteer?, 
assumed  command  after  Colonel  Anderson  was  disabled,  and  acquitted  himself 
well.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Foy,  twenty-third  Kentucky  volunteers,  exhibited 
great  courage  and  devotion  to  duty.  % 

These  special  references  to  officers  are  based  upon  my  own  observations  of 
their  conduct,  and  are  not  to  be  imderstood  to  reflect  upon  others  who  did  not 
act  under  my  eye. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  PALMER, 
Major  General  Commanding^ 

Captain  P.  P.  Oldershaw, 

AssUtant  Adjutant  General. 

True  copy : 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp* 
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Hbaduuartkrs  First  Division  Reserve  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Chattanooga,  September  26,  1863. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  bj  my  command  in  the 


e  battle  of  Chickamauga  Hills. 


Fn  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps,  my 
mmand,  consisting  of  the  first  and  second  brigades  of  the  first  division  uf  the 
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reserve  corps,  the  twenty-second  regiment  Michigan  volanteers,  and  the  eigbty- 
ninth  regiment  Ohio  volunteers,  serving  temporarily  under  my  command,  and 
the  eighteenth  Ohio  battery,  and  company  M,  Illinois  artillery,  marched  from 
Bridgeport,  Tennessee,  at  seven  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  13th,  and  reached  Ross- 
ville,  Georgia,  a  distance  of  nearly  forty  miles,  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  Utb. 
At  three  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  17th  I  moved,  under  the  orders  of  the  major 
general  commanding  the  corps,  with  six  regiments  and  a  battery,  to  reconnoitre 
the  road  in  the  direction  of  Ringold.     I  moved  without  opposition  until  within 
two  miles  of  Ringold,  when  we  encountered  and  drove  in  the  enemy's  pick- 
ets, crossing  the  east   Chickamauga  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  Rin- 
gold.    I  placed  a  section  of  artillery  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge  commanding  the 
town,  and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  it.     Discovering  from  the  heavy  clouds  of 
dust  rising  from  the  roads  leading  to  Tunnell  Hill  and  Lafayette  that  large  bodiea 
of  troops  were  moving,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  return  with  my  command  as 
speedily  as  I  could  without  indicating  to  the  enemy  an  intention  to  retire  hastily, 
and  re-crossing  the  Chickamauga  returned  six  miles  towards  Rossville,  bivouack- 
ing for  the  night  at  Battle  springs.     At  eleven  p.  m.  the  enemy,  having  fol- 
lowed us,  threw  six  shells  into  my  camp,  and  then  under  the  cover  of  darkness 
speedily  retired.     At  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  18th,  discovering  no   signs  ot 
an  enemy,  my  command  moved  and  reached  Rossville  at  one  o'clock  p.  m.    At 
four  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  18th,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Major  General 
Granger,  I  sent  Colonel  McCook's  brigade  (it  being  temporarily  under  my  com- 
mand) to  Reed's  bridge,  and  General  Whitaker's  brigade  to  Red  House  bridge. 
At  five  o'clock  Colonel  Mitchell's  brigade  was  sent  to  re-enforce  Colonel  McCook's, 
who  had  reached  Reed's  bridge  without  opposition,  when  Colonel  Mitchell's  bri- 
gade joined  him.     General  Whittaker  met  resistance,  and  lost  sixty  men  killed 
and  wounded  in  a  severe  skirmish  with  the  enemy^s  cavalry.     On  the  morning 
of  the  19th,  (having  received  orders  from  Major  General  Granger  to  do  so,)  1 
withdrew  Colonel  McCook's  and  Colonel  Mitchell's  brigades  from  Reed's  bridge, 
which  had  been  burned  by  my  order,  before  the  troops  were  withdrawn.    I 
moved  with  Colonel  Mitchell's  brigade  to  the  support  of  Greneral  Whittaker  and 
posted  Colonel  McCook's  brigade  at  the  junction  of  the  Cleavland  and  Rin- 
gold roads.     On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  McCook's  brigade  was  ordered  on  to 
the  road  leading  from  the  Ringold  road  to  Dyer's  mill.     At  half  past  eleven 
o'clock,  General  Granger  becoming  satisfied,  from  the  heavy  and  receding  sounds 
of  artillery,  that  the  enemy  was  pressing  the  left  of  our  line  severely,  ordered 
me  to  move  to  the  battle-field  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  two  brigades  of  my 
command.  General  Whittaker's  and  Colonel  Mitchell's.     I  moved  at  once,  and 
after  marching  five  miles  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  my  left  fiank,  and  shell- 
ing my  troops  for  two  miles  of  the  distance,  reached  Major  General  Thoma.s  and 
reported  to  him  at  half  past  one  o'clock,  p.  m.    Immediately  after  reaching  Gen- 
eral Thomas  I  received  orders  to  move  on  the  enemy  on  the  lefi  of  General 
Wood's  division.     After  getting  into  position  to  execute  this  order,  MajAr  Gen- 
eral Granger  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  right  of  General  Brannan's  division,  which 
order  was  promptly  executed,  and  the  moment  my  troops  were  in  position  they 
moved  on  the  enemy,  and  after  a  severe  fight  of  about  twenty-five  minutes  the 
enemy  was  driven  from  his  position  and  my  troops  occupied  the  ridge  from  which 
they  had  forced  the  enemy.     Slight  skirmishing  was  kept  up  for  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  attacked  us  furiously,  and  after  severe  fight- 
ing for  about  half  an  hour  we  repulsed  him.     In  a  few  moments  he  renewed  the 
attack  with  increased  force,  and  was  again  repulsed.     Determined  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  ridge,  he  immediately  attacked  us  again,  and  for  about  an  hour  fought 
desperately,  my  troops  maintaining  their  position  against  superior   numberB 
until  six  o'clock,  when,  having  expended  our  ammunition,  the  extra  ammunition 
which  I  had  with  my  command,  95,000  rounds,  having  been  taken  to  supply 
General  Brannan's  troops,  who  were  out,  my  troops  fell  back  under  orders,  slowly 
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and  in  good  order,  after  retiring  to  the  second  ridge  in  rear  of  the  one  on  which 
they  had  fought,  and  resting  half  an  hour.  Finding  the  enemy  did  not  attempt 
pursuit,  all  firing  having  ceased  on  both  sides,  they  retired  under  orders  to  Ross- 
ville  and  occupied  their  former  camp.  The  officers  and  men  of  my  command 
behaved  well,  fought  bravely,  and  1  am  proud  to  say  did  all  that  could  havo 
been  expected  of  them  to  insure  the  success  of  our  arms,  to  win  and  hold  the 
bloody  ground  on  which  they  fought.  I  beg  leave  to  reassure  the  major  gen- 
eral commanding  the  corps  of  my  confidence  in  the  willingness  and  ability  of 
the  division  to  meet  his  highest  expectations.  Under  other  circumstances  it  might 
be  proper  for  me  to  make  a  more  elaborate  and  detailed  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  command  in  the  terrible  conflict  of  Sunday,  but  as  my  troops  fought  un- 
der the  eye  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps,  I  have  deemed  it  proper 
to  just  briefly  state  in  general  terms  the  prominent  features  of  the  engagement. 
I  respectfully  submit  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of  the  killed,  wounded  and 
missing  in  my  command,  together  with  statements  of  the  losses  in  the  quarter- 
master's and  ordnance  departments. 

With  esteem,  respectfully  submitted  :  . 

JAMES  B.  STEEDMAN. 
Brigadier  General  Commanding  First  Division  Reserve  Corps. 
Major  J.  S.  Fullbrton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
True  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


WHEELER'S  RAID  INTO  TENNESSEE. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  24,  1863. 

General:  Enclosed  herewith  I  have  the  honor  t»  transmit  the  reports  of 
Brigadier  General  Robert  B.  Mitchell,  late  chief  of  cavalry  of  this  department, 
Brigadier  General  George  Crook,  Colonel  E.  M.  McCook,  and  their  subordinates, 
in  their  chase  of  the  rebel  General  Joseph  Wheeler  during  his  raid  into  Middle 
Tennessee,  and  upon  our  communications  early  in  October  last. 

General  Crook  had  been  stationed  at  Washington,  Tennessee,  with  a  force  of 
2,000  effective  men,  with  which  to  guard  the  river  for  a  distance  of  fifty  miles 
up  and  down  from  near  that  place.  On  the  30th  of  September  he  reported  by 
courier  to  Major  General  Rosecrans  that  the  enemy  was  trying  to  cross  at  Cot- 
touport  ferry,  and  the  next  day  from  Smith's  cross-roads,  that  he  had  crossed 
a  force  subs'^quently  ascertained  to  number  from  5,000  to  6,000  men.  He  was 
ordered  by  General  Rosecrans  to  gather  together  all  the  cavalry  and  mounted 
infantry  that  he  could  and  start  in  pursuit.  The  pursuit  was  pushed  most  vig- 
orously, and  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  overtaken  about  two  miles  from 
McMinnville,and  here,  as  at  every  other  point  when  overtaken,  they  were  charged 
with  the  sabre,  before  which  they  could  not  stand.  At  Farmington  our  forces 
under  General  Crook  had  a  severe  engagement  with  the  enemy,  capturing  four 
gims  and  compelling  him  to  retreat,  although  his  numbers  far  exceeded  ours. 
The  pursuit  was  kept  up  with  vigor  until  he  finally  crossed  the  Tennessee  river, 
leaving  his  rear  guard  and  two  more  pieces  of  artillery  in  General  Crook's  hands. 
For  the  particulars  of  the  operations  of  his  command  I  refer  you  to  his  report. 

The  route  taken  by  Wheeler  in  this  raid  was  from  Cottonport,  across  Waldron's 
ridge  and  the  Cumberland  mountains,  to  McMinnviile ;  thence,  by  way  of  Mur- 
freesboro*,  Shelby  ville,  Farmington,  and  Pulaski,  to  a  ford  of  the  Tennessee, 
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about  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Elk  river,  which  he  crossed  on  the  9th  of 
Ocober. 

Brigadier  General  Mitchell  joined  in  the  pursuit  on  the  4th  of  October,  mo- 
ving from  Anderson's  Gap  on  that  day  with  the  first  division  of  cavalry  up  the 
Sequatchie  valley,  through  Dunlap,  and  continued  on,  after  leaving  McMinnville, 
until  he  overtook  Brigadier  General  Crook  at  Murfreesboro',  where  he  assumed 
command,  the  whole  force  being  concentrated  seven  miles  from  Shelbyville. 

Colonel  E.  McCook  started  in  pursuit  on  the  1st  of  October  from  Bridgeport, 
and  proceeded  as  far  as  he  was  ordered,  namely :  to  Anderson's  cross-roadf, 
where  he  had  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  which  reflects  great  credit  upon 
himself  and  his  men. 

I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  last-named  officers  for  particulars. 

Colonel  A.  0.  Miller,  seventy-second  regiment  Indiana  volunteers,  command- 
ing the  mounted  infantry,  also  started  in  pursuit,  September  30,  from  Blythe's 
ferry,  and  joined  General  Mitchell  in  time  to  assist  him  in  driving  the  rebel  Roddy, 
with  his  command,  out  of  North  Alabama. 

This  pursuit  is  unsurpassed  for  its  energy  and  the  bravery  and  endurance  of 
the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  it,  and  prevented  the  execution  of  an  extensive 
plan  of  destruction  to  our  communications,  and  plunder,  rapine,  and  murder 
throughout  Middle  Tennessee  and  Northern  Alabama,  in  which  Roddy  and  Lc« 
were  to  cooperate  with  Wheeler.  It  cost  the  enemy  six  pieces  of  artillery  and 
about  2,000  men,  including  the  killed,  captured,  and  deserted. 

Enclosed  I  also  send  some  papers  captured  from  the  rebels  near  Trenton  by 
a  scouting  party  from  General  Hooker's  command,  among  which  is  an  official 
report  of  his  raid  by  the  rebel  Wheeler  himself,  in  which  he  forgets  to  mention 
the  loss  of  four  of  his  guns  at  Farmington.  His  report  is  probably  equally 
truthful  in  other  respects. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S,  V.  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Headquarters  Chief  of  Cavalry, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Deckerd,  Tenn,,  October  20,  1S63. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  your  information,  a  report  of  cav- 
alry operations  which  came  under  my  notice  and  direction  in  the  pursuit  of 
Wheeler  and  Roddy  in  their  raids  upon  our  rear. 

From  the  time  I  left  Anderson's  Gap,  which  was  on  the  4th  day  of  October, 
the  first  division  of  cavalry  acted  directly  under  my  command.  General  Crook 
having  moved  directly  from  Smith's  cross-roads  towards  McMinnville  with  the 
second  division  of  cavalry  and  Wilder's  brigade  of  mounted  infantry,  I  moved  ontbe 
morning  of  October  4,  up  Sequatchie  valley,  through  Dunlap,  and  up  the  moun- 
tains towards  McMinnville,  and  after  a  toilsome  march  up  and  over  the  mountain, 
bivouacked  at  nine  o'clock  for  three  hours,  and  again  commenced  my  march 
towards  McMinnville.  Arrived  at  McMinnville  at  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th,  and  after  stopping  long  enough  for  the  horses  to  be  fed  and  the  men 
to  make  a  cup  of  coffee,  continued  the  march  on  the  Murfreesboro'  road,  the  en- 
emy and  General  Crook's  command  having  both  preceded  me  in  that  direction. 
I  continued  the  march  till  midnight ;  and  hearing  from  General  Crook  that  he 
had  arrived  in  Murfreesboro*,  and  that  the  enemy  had  passed  the  place  without 
attacking  it,  I  encamped  at  midmgbl  on  Ct\^^\&  ^t^^^,  ^\%\\t  miles  from  Mar- 
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freesboro',  on  the  Woodbury  pikp,  having  made  in  the  twenty-four  hours  pre- 
ceding a  march  of  fifty-two  miles  with  the  whole  division. 

October  6. — ^I  marched  at  daylight  into  Murfreesboro',  where  I  halted  the 
command  to  draw  rations.  Greneral  Crook  moved  on  in  piursuit  at  9  a.  m.,  his 
command  haviug  commenced  drawing  rations  the  evening  previous ;  and  as 
soon  as  the  first  division  had  drawn  rations  I  followed  with  it,  all  moving  on 
the  Shelbyville  pike.  On  the  road  out  I  met  parties  of  bridge  guards  whom 
Wheeler  had  captured  on  his  route,  but  had  not  time  or  means  to  take  along, 
as  his  movements  were  very  precipitate.  The  whole  command  was  brought 
together  seven  miles  from  Shelbyville,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  scouts 
sent  out  to  find  the  direction  the  enemy  had  gone;  returned  without  gaining 
any  definite  information. 

October  7. — I  moved  forward  to  Shelbyville  with  Crook's  command,  leaving 
the  first  division  in  camp  until  the  direction  and  movements  of  the  enenly  were 
more  fully  ascertained.  I  found,  before  reaching  Shelbyville,  that  the  enemy 
had  divided  into  three  columns-— one  moving  to  the  left  to  attack  Wartrace, 
another  moving  on  the  direct  road  into  Shelbyville,  and  the  third  turning  to  tlie 
right  and  going  towards  Unionville.  I  also  learned  that  the  party  that  went 
towards  Wartrace  had  returned  during  the  night  and  joined  the  main  command. 
I  immediately  sent  Colonel  McCook,  commanding  the  first  division  of  cavalry, 
orders  to  strike  off  to  the  right,  direct  for  Unionville,  by  the  nearest  practicable 
route,  and  started  General  Crook  with  his  division  and  the  mounted  infantry 
on  the  Farmington  road,  that  being  the  one  the  enemy  had  taken  after  sacking 
Shelbyville,  the  main  body  taking  the  Unionville  road.  As  soon  as  his  com- 
mand had  moved  out  I  returned  via  the  Shelbyville  pike,  and  joined  McCook's 
division  near  Unionville.  I  had  ordered  McCook  to  keep  down  the  north  side 
of  Duck  river,  which  he  did,  having,  however,  turned  to  the  left  after  reaching 
Unionville,  and  after  following  the  route  the  right-hand  column  of  the  enemy 
had  taken,  again  turning  to  the  right  and  moving  directly  down  the  river, 
thereby  forcing  one  division  of  the  enemy  (which  had,  I  think,  originally 
intended  to  go  to  Columbia,)  back  to  the  south  side  of  the  river.  At  dark  I 
crossed  the  division  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
forage  for  the  command,  and  bivouacked  six  miles  from  Farmington,  and  com- 
municated with  Crook's  at  Farmington.  He  had,  during  the  day,  been  severely 
engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Farmington,  and  with  marked  success ;  for  the 
details  o^  which  I  refer  you  to  his  report. 

I  neglected  to  mention  that  in  the  morning,  while  returning  from  Shelbyville 
to  join  the  first  division,  I  found  Colonel  Minty's  brigade  still  in  camp,  he  claim- 
ing that  he  had  had  no  orders  to  move  out.  I  immediately  ordered  him  to 
move  at  once  and  join  his  command,  knowing  that  General  Crook  had  intended, 
and  supposed  he  had  marched,  and  that  he  was  in  his  place  with  his  command. 

October  8. — I  recrossed  Duck  river  at  daylight,  and  moved  down  the  north 
bank  again  to  Caney  springs,  where  1  turned  to  the  left  and  took  the  Lewis- 
burg  road,  crossing  on  my  route  again  to  the  south  side  of  the  river.  Arrived 
at  Lewisburg,  I  found  the  enemy  had  all  united,  and  were  retreating  on  the 
road  towards  Connerville  and  Pulaski,  and  that  General  Crook  was  following 
them  with  his  command  as  fast  as  possible.  I  marched  till  9  p.  m.,  and  bivou- 
acked ten  miles  from  Pulaski,  on  the  plantations  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Wood. 

October  9. — Moved  again  at  daylight,  and  passed  on  through  Pulaski,  learn- 
ing here  that  the  enemy  had  taken  the  Lamb's  Ferry  road,  and  were  marching 
night  and  day  to  get  across  the  Tennessee  river.  I  followed  on  till  noon,  and 
then  throwing  out  all  weak  and  lame  horses,  I  moved  the  column  rapidly  for- 
ward, hoping  to  overtake  the  enemy  ere  they  crossed  the  river  ;  but,  on  arriv- 
ing at  Rodgcrsville,  eight  miles  from  the  river,  I  found  General  Crook  just 
returning  from  the  river,  and  learned  from  him  that  the  enemy  had  avwic^^dftsL Vol 
getting  across  the  river,  not,  however,  without,  durmg  \Xi^  diauyA^^^^^  ^x^»:t 
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guard  of  about  70  men,  which  General  Crook  had  captured  from  them.  I  then 
bivouacked,  ''and  the  next  morning  (October  10)  took  a  regiment,  and,  accom- 
panied by  General  Crook,  visited  the  ford  where  they  had  crossed,  which  I 
learned  from  citizens  to  be  a  good  one,  and  one  at  which  they  could  cross  at 
moving  even  ten  and  twelve  men  abreast.  I  found  in  Rodgersville  about 
$52,000  worth  of  cotton,  owned  by  the  confederate  government,  which  I  directed 
General  Crook  to  destroy.  1  moved  during  the  aiternoon  out  six  miles  on  the 
Huntfiville  road,  having  concluded  to  return  with  the  command  towards  Ste- 
venson via  Huntsville. 

October  11. — Marched  on  through  Athens,  making  an  easy  march,  and  en- 
camped at  night  on  Limestone  creek ;  General  Crook's  command  encamping 
three  miles  from  Athens,  on  Beaverdam  creek. 

October  12. — Resumed  march  at  daylight,  and  arrived  at  Huntsville  about 
10  a.  m.;  where  I  gained  information  that  the  rebel  General  Roddy  had  crossed 
the  river  at  Guntersville,  and  had  the  evening  previous  passed  through  Marys- 
ville,  in  the  direction  of  Winchester  and  Deckerd.  I  immediately  changed  the 
direction  of  my  column,  and  moved  out  on  the  New  Market  road,  intending 
to  march  all  night  and  overtake  him  before  he  struck  the  railroad.  It  began  to 
rain  just  before  dark,  and  about  dark  my  advance  met  an  enemy,  much  to  my 
surprise.  I  ordered  them  to  move  steadily  and  cautiously  forward,  and  shortly 
a  brisk  skirmish  ensued,  some  of  the  time  the  contending  parties  being  so  close 
they  could  distinctly  see  each  other's  faces  by  the  flash  of  their  guns.  The  rain 
coming  down  in  torrents,  and  total  darkness  surrounding  us,  I  was  compelled 
reluctantly  to  halt  and  bivouack. 

October  13. — I  moved  the  command  forward  at  daylight,  and  found  the  enemy 
had,  during  the  night,  retreated.  On  reaching  New  Market,  I  learned  that  the 
force  I  had  met  was  Roddy's  cavalry,  and  it  had,  after  meeting  my  troops  the 
previous  evening,  suddenly  countermarched  to  New  Market,  and  taken  th<; 
road  to  Sulphur  springs  and  Athens.  It  seems,  from  all  the  information  I  could 
gather,  that  Roddy  had  crossed  the  Tennessee  at  Guntersville  with  his  com- 
mand, and  was  moving  to  strike  our  communications  in  the  vicinity  of  Deckerd 
and  Cowan,  probably  intending  to  co-operate  with  General  Wheeler  in  his 
movements.  The  defeat  and  precipitate  retreat  of  Wheeler  across  the  Tennes- 
see probably  materially  interfered  with^  his  arrangements,  for  on  arriving  at 
Branchville,  three  miles  from  Salem,  he  suddenly  countermarched  his  column 
and  started  back  for  the  river.  At  New  Market  I  threw  out  all  my  unservice- 
able horses,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the  division  started  on  in  pursuit,  having 
previously  sent  an  order  to  General  Crook,  who  was  moving  up  from  Hunts- 
ville, on  the  Maysville  road,  to  strike  for  Athens  by  the  nearest  possible  route, 
hoping  thereby  to  reach  there  aliead  of  Roddy,  or  at  least  to  strike  him  in  the 
flank.  I  followed  with  all  possible  speed,  but  the  heavy  rains  and  muddy 
roads  rendered  it  impossible  to  make  very  great  speed,  and  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  I 
discontinued  the  pursuit,  not  having  been  able  up  to  that  time  to  overtake  their 
rear  guard,  and  feeling  satisfied  that  before  I  could  overtake  them  it  would  be 
dark,  and  under  cover  of  the  night  they  would  be  able  to  cross  the  river.  I 
also  sent  orders  to  General  Crook  to  discontinue  his  pursuit  and  move  toward 
Deckerd.     At  night  I  encamped  at  Kelley's  mill,  on  Bean  fork  of  Flint  river. 

October  14 — Marched  with  the  first  division  to  Branchville,  and  bivouacked. 
It  rained  all  day  in  torrents,  and  the  roads  had  been  previously  rendered  almost 
impassable  for  the  artillery,  saying  nothing  of  the  labor  the  horses  had  in  get- 
ting over  the  muddy  roads.  The  men  were  completely  drenched,  and  I  think 
it  was  altogether  one  of  the  most  disagreeable  days  I  ever  moved  a  column. 
Colonel  Long,  with  his  brigade,  arrived  about  dark  from  Fayetteville,  where  he 
had  been  ordered  by  General  Crook,  when  leaving  Rodgersville,  and  encamped 
on  Bean  creek,  near  Salem. 

October  15, — I  moved  on  towards  Deckerd  this  morning,  hoping  to  find 
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rations  for  my  command,  but  soon  after  passing  Salem  I  received  a  communi- 
cation from  Colonel  Hoblitzell,  whom  I  nad  despatched  from  New  Market  for 
them,  informing  me  that  there  was  not  a  ration  to  be  had.  I  at  the  same  time 
received  a  communication  from  General  Rosecrans,  directing  me  to  leave  one- 
half  of  my  command  on  Flint  river,  and  the  remainder  station  at  Winchester. 
I  accordingly  directed  General  Crook,  who  had  just  come  up  with  his  com- 
mand, to  countermarch  and  take  post  at  or  near  Flint  river,  and  put  the  first 
division  into  camp  about  four  miles  i&om  Winchester.  I  came  immediately  to 
Deckerd,  and  finding  there  was  little  probability  of  obtaining  rations  for  my  com- 
mand, I  went  at  once  to  Stevenson  and  attended  personally  to  their  being  pro- 
vided, and  succeeded  that  night  at  midnight  in  starting  to  the  first  division 
three  days'  rations.  The  morning  of  the  16th  I  had  a  train  also  started  for 
Greneral  Crook's  command  on  Flint  river,  but  it  was  obliged  to  return  on  account 
of  bridges  having  been  destroyed  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad. 

I  think  the  record  of  the  cavalry  service  during  the  entire  war  cannot  show 
a  more  severe  campaign  than  the  one  my  command  has  just  closed.  There  was 
scarcely  an  hour  during  the  whole  pursuit  that  the  horses  were  unsaddled  ;  for 
days  and  nights  together  the  men  were  in  the  saddle,  almost  constantly  on  the 
march,  and  some  days  making  as  high  as  fifty-three  and  fifty-seven  miles. 

Take  again  into  consideration  the  fact  that  a  greater  part  of  the  time  the 
troops  were  out  of  rations,  and  our  hasty  movements  giving  them  little  or  no 
time  to  forage  on  the  country ;  that  the  nights  were  very  cold,  and  the  men 
without  overcoats,  and  I  think  the  campaign  challenges  comparison  with  any 
service  performed  during  the  war.  Yet,  with  all  the  severe  duty  and  hardships 
necessarily  devolving  upon  the  men,  they  made  not  a  murmur ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, seemed  only  anxious  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  accomplish  the 
object  for  which  we  had  started,  namely,  to  overtake  and,  if  possible,  destroy 
the  enemy's  cavalry;  and  whenever  we  did  succeed  in  reacning  them  they 
proved  that  they  were  ready  and  competent  to  do  this.  I  only  regret  that  the 
precipitancy  of  their  movements  after  the  engagement  at  Farmington  prevented 
us  from  again  overtaking  their  main  body,  though  on  the  last  day  of  their  flight 
Greneral  Crook  captured  their  rear  guard. 

For  further  details  concerning  our  movements,  I  must  refer  you  to  the  reports 
of  the  division  commanders  and  their  subordinates.  Your  particular  attention 
is  called  to  the  brilliant  affair  at  Anderson's  cross-roads,  on  the  day  the  trains 
of  General  Thomas's  corps  were  burned,  in  which  the  first  Wisconsin  and  second 
Indiana  cavalry  were  engaged.  Although  the  troops  of  Colonel  McCook's 
division  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  save  the  trains,  the  action  of  these  two  regi- 
mental commanders,  when  they  did  arrive,  (Colonel  La  Grange,  first  Wisconsin, 
and  Major  Presdie,  second  Indiana,)  is  no  less  commendable.  The  gallantry  and 
daring  of  Colonel  La  Grange  were  very  conspicuous,  and  he  handled  his  regi- 
ment with  great  skill.  I  consider  him  one  of  the  most  promising  young  officers 
in  the  cavalry  command.  1'he  damage  done  the  cavalry  from  the  time  of  their 
crossing  the  Tennessee  river  cannot  be  definitely  stated.  We  pursued  them  so 
closely  and  vigorously  that  they  had  but  little  time  to  destroy  our  communica- 
tions, and  the  results  of  thtir  raid,  I  think,  may  be  summed  up  so  that  when 
General  Wheeler  strikes  his  balance  sheet,  the  debts  and  credits  will  be  on  the 
wrong  sides  of  the  sheet  to  give  him  a  very  large  net  profit.  We  captured  six 
jneces  of  artillery,  and,  including  killed,  wounded,  prisoners,  and  deserters,  I 
think  ihey  recrossed  the  Tennessee  river  with  between  two  and  three  thousand 
fewer  men  than  they  started  out  with. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  division  and  brigade  commanders  for  the  untiring 
energy  and  zeal  they^vinced  during  the  entire  pursuit.  The  troops  of  their 
commands  did  all  it  is  possible  for  troops  to  do  to  second  the  endeavors  of  their 
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commanders,  and  when  I  thank  them,  as  I  do,  for  the  fatigues  and  gallant  fight- 
ing which  they  did,  I  do  it  in  all  earnestness  and  sincerity,  realizing  and  appre- 
ciating their  labors  and  sufferings.  A  simple  mention  of  their  marches,  of  the 
lighting  at  Anderson's  cross-roads,  at  McMinnville,  and  at  Farmington,  is  as 
proud  a  record  as  any  body  of  troops  need  crave. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Reynolds,  Chief  of  Staf, 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Maysville,  Alabama,  November  5,  1863. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  23d  of  September  I  was 
ordered  by  the  commanding  general  of  the  department  to  proceed  to  Washing- 
ton, Tennessee,  with  my  command,  numbering  about  two  thousand  (2,000) 
effective  men,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  fords  along  the  Tennessee  river 
for  a  distance  of  some  fifty  (50)  miles.     The  roads  leading  to  the  different  fords 
and  ferries  were,  in  many  cases,  five  miles  apart.    Between  these  points  there  were 
practicable  fords  almost  every  half  mile.     It  was  impossible  to  patrol  along  the 
bank  of  the  river  between  these  roads,  and  to  go  from  one  to  the  other  required 
us,  in  many  instances,  to  make  a  detour  of  ten  and  even  fifteen  miles      It  waa  at 
one  of  these  mtermediate  points  that  the  enemy,  dismounting  his  men,  crossed 
and  established  himself  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  with  a  force  far  superior 
to  mine,  commanded  by  Major  General  Wheeler.      I  immediately  informed 
General  Kosecrans  of  the  fact,  who  ordered  me  to  gather  all  the  cavalry  and 
mounted  infantry  and  pursue  the  enemy,  who  had  crossed  the  river  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  raid  in  the  rear  of  our  lines.     Learning  the  enemy  was 
crossing   Waldron's  ridge,  opposite    Smith's  cross-roads,  I  collected  together 
the  first  and  second  brigades  of  my  division,  commanded  respectively  by  Col- 
onels Minty  and  Long,  and  Captain  Stoke's  Board  of  Trade  battery,  and  as- 
cended the  mountain  some  five  miles  south  of  Smith's  cross-roads,  directing 
Colonel  Miller,  commanding  brigade  of  mounted  infantry,  to  join  me  on  top  of 
the  mountain  that  night;  but  he  did  not  join  me  until  next  morning,  when  I 
resumed   the   march,   entering   the   Sequatchie  valley   at   Pitt's   cro88-n>ad*, 
learning  here  that  the  enemy  had  divided  his  forces,  one  portion  under  Greneml 
Wharton  ascending  the  Cumberland  mountains  at  Pikeville,  while  the  remainder 
under  General  Wheeler  had  passed  down  the  valley  and  would  ascend  the 
mountain  at  Dunlap's,  concentrating  at  some  point   beyond   the  Cumberland 
mountain,  and  then  move  on  McMinnville;  I  also  found  here  that  the  enemy 
had  some  fourteen  hours  the  start  of  me.     I  took  the  intermediate  road,  Robi- 
son's  trace,  and,  although  the  mountain  was  very  bad  to  ascend  at  this  place,  I 
succeeded  in  getting  up  my  entire  command  that  night.     Next  morning,  after 
marching  some  ten  miles,  I  struck  Wharton's  trail  where  he  cnme  into  the  Robi- 
son  trace.     I  did  not  meet  any  of  his  force,  except  some  stragglers,  until  I 
arrived  at  the  descent  of  the  mountain,  where  he  had  left  some  sharpshooters  to 
oppose  my  advance.     I  dismounted  part  of  the  fourth  Michigan,  it  being  in  the 
advance,  and  drove  them  before  me,  they  leaving  five  of  their  dead  and  one 
wounded  on  the  field.     After  descending  the  mountain,  I  found  the  country 
rocky  and  brushy — no  place  for  cavalry  to  operate.     As  soon  as  I  could  get 
my  infantry  down  the  mountain  I  dismounted  them,  sending  them  so  as  to  com- 
pletely surround  their  force,  holding  my  cavalry  as  a  support.     In  this  way  I 
had  Colonel  Cbrew's  Texas  brigade  completely  surrouiMed  in  a  space  not  over 
ten  acrcB,  my  men  under  cover  and  Vi\a  exposed.    My  men  poured  several  vol- 
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leys  into  them,  bnt  by  this  time  it  had  become  so  dark  that  we  could  not  tell 
friend  from  foe.  Under  cover  of  darkness  they  broke  through  my  lines,  my 
men  not  firing  for  fear  of  shooting  each  other. 

The  fight  lasted  for  a  couple  of  hours  after  night,  the  remainder  of  Wharton's 
division  coming  to  Crew's  support.  My  loss  was  forty-six  killed  and  wounded. 
The  enemy's  loss  is  not  definitely  known.  We  found  some  ten  of  their  dead 
close  by  the  road,  and  a  good  many  of  their  wounded  scattered  along  the  road 
in  houses.  I  pushed  on  after  them  early  next  morning,  and  could  not  ascertain 
their  loss.  I  left  instructions  with  the  citizens  to  collect  them,  and  give  them 
all  proper  attention.  I  saw  nothing  of  the  enemy  until  within  a  couple  of  miles  j 
of  McMinnville,  where  some  of  his*  scouts  fired  into  us.  On  arriving  at  Mc- 
Minnviile,  I  found  the  garrison  had  surrendered  without  making  any  resistance. 
The  enemy  sacked  the  place,  destroying  a  great  deal  of  public  and  private 
property,  and  left  in  the  direction  of  Murfreesboro'.  I  was  also  informed  by 
an  intelligent  Union  man  that  he  counted  four  thousand  (4,000)  of  the  enemy, 
and  saw  enough  more  that  he  was  unable  to  count  to  make  up  fully  six  thousand 
(6,000.)  After  leaving  McMinnville,  I  became  satisfied,  from  the  time  occupied 
by  his  force  in  passing  a  given  point,  he  had  between  five  thousand  and  six  thou- 
sand (5,000  and  6,000)  men — my  own  force  at  this  time  numbering  about  three 
thousand  five  hundred  (3,500.)  I  had  not  marched  more  than  two  miles  on  the 
Murfreesboro'  road  before  I  came  upon  his  rear  guard,  posted  in  the  edge  of  a 
woods,  who  commenced  skirmishing  with  my  advance.  Being  satisfied  that  the 
guard  intended  to  detain  us  so  that  the  main  body  could  march  unmolested,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Long  to  send  a  regiment  ahead  to  make  a  sabre  charge.  The 
second  Kentucky,  Colonel  Nicholas  commanding,  with  Colonel  Long  at  their 
head,  made  a  most  gallant  charge  of  some  five  miles,  breaking  through  his  lines, 
killing  and  wounding  several  of  his  men,  capturing  eleven  prisoners,  and  driv- 
ing the  remainder  into  the  main  column,  compelling  him  to  turn  round  and  give 
me  fight.  When  I  arrived  with  the  ipaiu  column,  I  found  the  enemy  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  a  woods,  a  large  field  between  us,  with  high  fences 
intervening.  I  dismounted  my  infantry,  and  with  my  artillery  drove  them  out 
of  the  woods,  he  forming  in  another  thick  jungle  a  short  distance  in  the  rear. 
The  fight  lasted  for  two  hours,  until  after  dark,  when  I  camped  in  the  field. 
Here  again  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  number  of  his  killed  and  wounded,  but 
left  instructions  for  the  citizens  to  collect  them.  I  learned  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  enemy  to  take  Murfreesboro',  and  then  go  to  Lavergne,  destroying 
the  railroad  between  these  two  points,  and  that  he  had  sent  squads  of  men  who 
were  familiar  with  the  country  to  destroy  telegraphic  communication  between 
Murfreesboro'  and  Nashville,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing.  I  tried  to  get  a 
despatch  through  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Murfreesboro'  to  hold  out  until 
I  could  get  there,  but  the  courier  could  not  get  through.  At  Ready  ville  I  crossed 
over  on  to  the  Liberty  pike,  so  as  to  get  between  them  and  Lavergne,  and  also 
to  prevent  them  from  ambushing  me  on  the  road.  By  this  move  I  drove  them 
off  in  the  direction  of  Shelbyville.  I  found  every  person  at  Murfreesboro'  in 
great  consternation,  and  overjoyed  to  see  us.  They  were  momentarily  expect- 
ing an  attack  from  the  enemy,  and  felt  that  their  force  was  too  weak  to  repel 
him. 

I  found  here  an  officer  of  the  engineer  department,  who  was  very  kind  and 
energetic,  giving  me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power.  Through  the  want  of 
proper  attention  to  duty  on  the  part  of  the  assistant  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  I  was  unable  to  procure  anything  for  my  men  and  horses 
until  nearly  morning,  (although  I  had  marched  forty -one  miles  that  day,  and 
my  men  had  had  no  rations  for  five  days,)  greatly  retarding  my  march.  The 
next  night  I  camped  two  miles  beyond  Guy's  Gap.  From  this  point  I  sent  my 
scouts  in  different  directions,  who  brought  prisoners  from  theuenemy's  cam.^. 
General  Mitchell,  with  the  first  cavalry  division,  came  \x^  V\\S*v«»V^^^.   "^^^X. 
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morning  I  was  ordered  by  him  to  march  on  the  road  to  Farmington,  sooth  of 
Duck  river.     About  three  miles  from  Shelbyville  I  found  Davidson's  division 
encamped  on  Duck  river,  some  two  miles  north  of  the  road.     The  brigade  of 
mounted  infantry  being  in  the  advance,  and  seeing  the  enemy's  ranks  in  confu- 
sion, I  ordered  them  to  charge  on  horseback.     They  drove  the  enemy  a  ehort 
distance  into  a  cedar  thicket,  and  then  dismounted  them.     At  the  same  time 
ordered  Colonel  Long's  brigade  to  the  front,  and,  headed  by  Colonel  Long, 
made  a  most  gallant  sabre  charge,  driving  the  enemy  thirteen  miles,  killing  and 
capturing  a  great  many  rebels.     The  enemy  made  another  stand  in  a  cedar 
thicket,  where  it  was  impossible  for  the  cavalry  to  operate.     I  sent  the  mounted 
infantry  to  the  front  as  soon  as  possible,  where  they  soon  dislodged  the  enemy, 
who  made  again  a  stand  on  the  main  road,  and  were  driven  from  this  point, 
falling  back  towards  Farmington,  skirmishing  as  they  retreated.     About  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  from  Farmington  I  found  him  posted  in  force  in  a  dense  cedar 
thicket.     I  at  once  dismounted  my  infantry,  and  deployed  them  on  each  side  of 
the  road.    When  I  attacked  Davidson's  division  in  the  morning,  breaking  through 
it,  part  of  his  column  went  to  the  right.     Fearing  that  it  would  turn  my  flank, 
I  sent  back  instructions  to  Colonel  Minty,  whose  position  was  in  the  rear  of  the 
column,  to  move  to  the  right  and  anticipate  them.     I  supposed  that  Colonel 
Minty  had  carried  out  my  instructions,  but  when  I  aiTived  at  Farmington  I 
learned  from  one  of  my  staff  oflScers,  much  to  my  chagrin  and  surprise,  that 
Colonel  Minty  was  not  with  me.     The  absence  of  Colonel  Minty  and  some  five 
hundred  (500)  men  left  at  Murfreesboro',  having  been  dismounted  during  the 
march,  left  me  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  (1,500)  effective  men.     Finding 
the  enemy  vastly  superior  to  me,  I  left  one  regiment  of  cavalry  to  protect  my 
rear,  holding  the  other  two  regiments  as  a  support  to  the  infantry,  the  country 
being  impracticable  for  the  cavalry  to  operate  in.    The  enemy 's  battery  was  posted 
in  the  cedar  thicket,  some  four  hundred  yards  distant  from  me,  pouring  into  me 
a  heavy  fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  shell,  and  made  one  or  two  charges  on  my 
men,  at  the  same  time  attempting  to  turn  both  of  my  flanks.    At  this  critical 
moment  I  ordered  Captain  Stokes  forward  with  his  battery  to  operate  upon  the 
enemy.     He  could  only  find  position  for  one  piece,  which  was  iu  full  view  of 
the  battery,  and  not  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant.     They  turned 
their  fire  from  the  infantry  on  to  Captain  Stokes's  battery,  mowing  down  his 
horses  and  men.    The  captain  sighted  his  own  piece,  and  in  three  shots  he  dis- 
abled one  of  their  pieces,  blowing  up  a  caisson,  and  throwing  their  ranks  into 
confusion.    At  this  moment  my  infantry,  making  a  charge,  broke  through  the 
enemy's  line,  scattering  them  to  the  right  and  left,  capturing  four  guns,  some 
wagons,  and  several  prisoners.    The  enemy  then  being  in  an  open  coantry,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Long  to  the  front  to  make  a  sabre  charge,  but  they  had  the 
roads  barricaded  so  as  to  render  it  impossible.     It  was  now  getting  dark.     I 
went  into  camp  near  Farmington. 

Had  Colonel  Minty,  with  his  brigade,  been  there  at  the  time  the  enemy  broke, 
I  should  have  thrown  him  on  the  left  flank,  and,  as  things  turned  out  since,  I 
would  have  captured  a  large  portion  of  his  command,  together  with  all  of  his 
artillery  and  transportation.  I  learned  here  that  I  fought  General  Wheeler 
with  his  entire  command.  That  night,  after  the  fighting  had  ceased.  Colonel 
Minty  with  his  brigade  joined  me,  stating  that  he  had  no  orders  to  march  with 
me.  From  this,  together  with  a  disposition  manifest  during  the  whole  expedi- 
tion to  frustrate  my  designs  in  a  covert  manner,  I  deprived  him  of  his  command 
and  sent  him  to  the  rear.  I  sent  my  scouts  out  in  different  directions  that  night, 
and  learned  that  a  large  portion  of  the  enemy  had  gone  towards  Pulaski.  Be- 
ing satisfied  that  they  were  making  for  the  Tennessee  river,  and  that  the  portion 
cut  off  would  join  them  by  other  roads,  I  the  next  morning  pursued  them  on 
the  Pulaski  rq|d,  reachi|)g  that  point  that  night.  I  found  to-day  that  their  re- 
treat, instead  of  a  march,  was  a  rout.    Their  rear  guard  left  Pulaski  as  I  came 
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.  in  Bight  of  the  town.  On  this  day's  march  I  found  that  the  night  before  a 
portion  of  their  cut-off  came  into  the  road  ahead  of  us  at  Lewisburg.  On  the 
march,  the  next  day,  another  portion  came  into  the  road  six  miles  south  of 
Pulaski. 

I  found  that  their  men  were  deserting  and  scattering  over  the  country,  and 
learned  of  a  great  many  wounded  being  left  along  the  road  and  through  the 
country.  The  enemy  left  some  two  or  three  regiments  at  Sugar  creek,  a  strong 
position,  to  oppose  my  advance;  but  instead  of  fighting  them  at  long  range,  as 
they  expected,  I  ordered  a  sabre  charge.  The  fifth  Iowa,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Patrick  commanding,  being  in  advance,  made  a  most  gallant  charge,  breaking 
through  their  lines,  killing  ten,  wounding  nine,  capturing  some  seventy  prison- 
ers, and  scattering  the  remainder  to  the  mountains.  From  this  on  I  met  with 
only  a  few  stragglers  on  the  road.  When  within  eight  miles  of  the  river,  al- 
though my  horses  were  very  tired,  I  galloped  most  of  the  way  to  the  river,  and 
there  found  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  at  a  ford  but  little  known  of  and  just 
above  Elk  river,  where  twelve  could  cross  abreast.  I  went  into  camp  at  Rodg- 
erville.  General  Mitchell  with  the  first  division  coming  up  that  night,  and  from 
that  point  1  was  ordered  with  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  to  Stevenson  via 
Huntsville.  On  arriving  at  Huntsville,  General  Mitchell  learning  that  the  rebel 
Greneral  Roddy  was  passing  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  went  in  pursuit  of 
him,  but  he  escaped  toward  Athens.  I  was  then  ordered  to  Winchester,  and 
thence  to  this  place.  I  have  since  learned  that  General  Lee,  with  five  thousand 
(5,000)  men,  reached  Courtland  the  same  day  that  Wheeler  crossed  the  river. 

Roddy,  with  about  one  thousand  eight  hundred  (1,800)  men,  had  crossed  to 
the  north  bank  of  the  river  at  Guntersville,  both  he  and  Lee  being  ordered  to 
join  Wheeler;  but  the  latter  was  driven  out  of  the  State  and  across  the  river 
before  a  junction  could  be  effected. 

I  have  since  learned  that  at  Farmington  the  enemy  left  on  the  field  eighty- 
six  of  their  dead  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  wounded,  while  many  of 
their  wounded  were  taken  up  by  citizens  through  the  country,  of  which  I  have 
no  account.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  from  the  time  he  crossed  the  river  near 
Washington  until  he  re-crossed  near  Elk  river,  judging  from  the  difference  in 
the  length  of  his  column  in  coming  in  and  going  out  and  other  satisfactory  evi- 
dence, I  am  fully  satisfied  is  not  less  than  two  thousand  (2,000)  men.  One 
entire  regiment,  the  fourth  Alabama,  deserted  and  scattered  through  the  mount- 
ains. My  loss  during  the  entire  trip  was  fourteen  killed  and  ninety-seven 
wounded.  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  the  gallant  Colonel  Monroe,  of  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty-third  Illinois,  who  fell  while  bravely  leading  on  his 
regiment  at  the  battle  of  Farmington. 

It  is  hard  to  distinguish  individual  cases  of  bravery  and  gallantry  when  all, 
both  officers  and  men,  have  done  so  nobly.  Notwithstanding  the  fatigue  and 
severe  haidships  under  which  the  men  suffered,  having  but  three  days'  rations 
in  twenty  days,  many  of  them  nearly  naked,  and  several  times  exposed  to  a 
cold  drenching  rain,  yet  they  never  complained,  but  were  always  cheerful  and 
ever  ready  to  perform  all  duties  required  of  them. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  CROOK, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding^ 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Winchester,  Tenn.,  October  23,  1865^. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  11  a.  m.  of  the  li^ instant,  I  re- 
ceived a  despatch  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed)  from  department  head- 
T 8 
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quarters,  informing  me  that  tbe  enemy  had  crossed  the  Tennessee  river  in 
heavy  force  at  or  near  Washington  with  designs  upon  our  trains  and  communi- 
cations, and  ordering  me  to  move  to  Anderson's  cross  roads. 

I  was  at  that  time,  with  three  (3)  regiments — first  Wisconsin,  second  and 
fourth  Indiana,  and  one  (1)  section  of  a  battery,  Lieutenant  Newell  command- 
ing, of  the  second  brigade — at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  forty-five  (45)  miles  from 
that  point.  The  other  regiment  of  that  brigade  (second  East  Tennessee)  was 
guarding  fords  and  ferries  in  the  vicinity  of  Jasper. 

The  first  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  second  Michigan,  which  was  at 
Eyler's  and  Rankings  ferries,  was  at  Caperton's  ferry,  where  they  had  been 
placed,  pursuant  to  orders,  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  prevent 
his  crossing  in  that  vicinity.  The  third  brigade  was  at  Bellefoute,  except  the 
fifth  Kentucky,  which  w^as  at  Kelly's  ferry.  I  immediately  moved,  with  the 
three  regiments  and  section  of  artillery  of  the  second  brigade  above  named,  in 
the  direction  of  Anderson's  cross-roads,  at  the  same  time  despatching  orders  to 
Colonel  Campbell  to  move  his  command  with  all  possible  haste  and  join  me  at 
Jasper,  giving  directions  to  Colonel  Watkins,  commanding  third  brigade,  to 
move  up  to  Caperton's.  I  moved  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  expecting  to  reach  An- 
derson's by  daylight,  but  owing  to  a  heavy  and  incessant  fall  of  rain,  which 
continued  during  the  whole  day  and  night,  the  roads  became  so  slippery  and 
full  of  water  that  I  did  not  reach  Jasper  sooner  than  8^  p.  m.  Expecting  to 
be  loined  by  the  first  brigade,  I  halted  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  moi-ning  of  the  2d  marched  at  daylight,  and  at  8  a.  m.  I  despatched 
Colonel  Campbell  again  to  make  all  possible  speed  in  overtaking  me.  At  1  p. 
m.  a  heavy  column  of  smoke  was  observed  in  the  direction  of  Anderson's  cross- 
roads, and  a  short  time  after  citizens  brought  the  intelligence  that  the  train  had 
been  attacked  by  a  large  cavalry  force  and  was  then  burning.  1  moved  the 
command  forward  at  a  trot  to  a  point  four  miles  from  the  cross-roads,  where  I 
took  a  by-road  across  the  country,  leaving  the  fourth  Indiana  on  the  main  Jas- 
per and  Dunlap  road  to  observe  any  movements  that  might  be  made  from  the 
direction  of  Dunlap,  and  moved  on  rapidly  with  the  first  Wisconsin,  second 
Indiana,  and  section  of  Newell's  battery,  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  llie 
first  Wisconsin  encountered  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  force  two  miles  south  ot 
the  cross-roads,  and  immediately  charged,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners  and 
driving  them  past  the  burning  train  upon  their  main  force,  which  was  one  mile 
north  of  the  cross-roads,  in  line  of  battle.  I  ordered  the  second  Indiana  to  take 
position  with  their  right  resting  upon  the  base  of  the  mountain,  forming  one 
battalion  front,  with  the  other  two  supporting  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  and 
formed  the  first  Wisconsin  on  their  left  in  a  similar  manner.  A  simaltaneous 
charge  was  ordered  with  both  regiments,  and  executed  with  such  vigor  that  the 
enemy  were  dislodged  from  their  position  and  driven  two  miles  across  a  small 
creek,  where  they  secured  a  strong  position  and  erected  barricades  of  rafls. 
The  first  Wisconsin  were  then  moved  off  to  the  left  so  as  to  enfilade  the  ene- 
my's line ;  the  second  Indiana  at  the  same  time  were  dismounted,  and  charged 
upon  the  right  at  double-quick.  This  movement  was  entirely  successful,  and 
the  enemy  were  driven  bact  with  considerable  loss.  The  first  Wisconsin  being 
mounted,  charged  upon  their  left,  driving  them  in  confusion,  taking  forty  or  fifty 

Prisoners,  besides  killing  and  wounding  a  number  with  the  sabre.  The  second 
ndiana  having  remounted,  both  regiments  were  now  sent  in  pursuit.  Several 
positions  taken  by  the  enemy  were  wrested  from  them  by  sabre  charges  until 
they  were  driven  across  the  Sequatchie,  when,  it  having  become  quite  dark,  and 
the  men  and  horses  being  exhausted  from  marching  since  daylight,  and  five 
hours  of  constant  and  determined  fighting,  in  which  the  enemy  were  driven  a 
distance  of  eight  miles,  the  command  was  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  2  a.  m.  of  the  3d  the  fourth  Indiana  was  sent  to  reconnoitre  the  front 
They  crossed  the  Ses^uatchie  and  proceeded  to  the  top  of  the  moantain  four 
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miles  beyond  Dunlap,  attackinp:  the  enemy's  rear,  capturing  six  prisoners  and 
recapturing  200  mules.  The  result  of  the  whole  engagement  was  the  capture 
of  12  commissioned  officers,  among  whom  were  Major  Duff  Green  Reed,  assist- 
ant adjutant  general  on  General  Wheeler's  staff;  Major  Morgan,  inspector,  ot 
Martin's  staff,  and  Captain  May,  commanding  his  escort,  and  93  enlisted  men, 
comprising  men  and  officere  of  twelve  different  regiments.  The  enemy  lost  7 
commissioned  officers  killed,  among  them  Major ,  Captain  Jones,  Lieu- 
tenant May,  and  Captain  Smith,  besides  a  number  of  enlisted  men,  whose  bodies 
I  ordered  the  citizens  to  bury.  One  of  their  officers,  captured  four  days  after- 
wards, acknowledged  a  loss  of  250  killed  and  wounded.  We  also  recaptured  a 
number  of  prisoners  that  the  enemy  had  taken,  and  about  800  mules,  besides 
rescuing  a  part  of  the  train  that  had  not  yet  been  burned.  The  enemy  shot 
200  or  300  mules  upon  finding  they  could  not  escape  with  them. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  and  gallantry  of  Colonel  O.  H. 
Lagrange,  first  Wisconsin.  To  his  intrepidity  in  leading  and  skill  in  manoeu- 
vring his  regiment  is  attributable,  in  a  large  degree,  the  successful  repulse  ot 
the  enemy.  Major  Presdee,  commanding  second  Indiana  cavalry,  is  also  en- 
titled to  great  credit  for  the  brilliant  manner  in  which  ho  led  his  regiment  dur- 
ing the  entire  engagement. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  these  regiments  I  lender  my  thanks  for  their  gallant 
and  soldierly  bearing.  The  fourth  Indiana,  and  Lieutenant  Newell,  command- 
ing battery,  though  not  actively  engaged  during  the  day,  executed  their  orders 
with  precision  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Having  no  orders  to  proceed  further  than  Anderson's  cross-roads,  and  having 
at  my  immediatec  ommand  only  three  regiments,  I  determined  to  await  orders 
from  the  general  commanding,  lest  further  movement  on  my  part  might  cause 
disarrangement  in  his  plans. 

Colonel  Campbell,  with  the  first  brigade,  did  not  overtake  me  until  the  afternoon 
of  the  third,  twenty-four  hours  later  than  he  was  expected  to  arrive.  The  delay 
was  unfortunate,  and  a  matter  of  extreme  regret  to  me ;  as  had  the  additional 
force  of  his  command  been  at  my  disposal  when  1  encountered  the  enemy,  results 
of  much  more  importance  and  benefit  might  have  been  secured. 

For  a  recital  of  the  ability,  energy,  and  valor  displayed  by  the  various  members 
of  my  staff,  I  would  refer  you  to  any  of  the  usual  reports  made  by  military 
commanders  of  engagements  in  which  their  commands  have  taken  a  part. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  M.  McCOOK, 
Colonel  Comfnanding  Division. 

Major  W.  H.  Sinclair, 

A.  A.  G.t  Cavalry  Corps,  Deckerd,  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

October  1,  1864—2.15  a.  m. 
Colonel  McCooK,  Coimnandrng  Division  of  Cavalry : 

The  enemy's  cavalry  have  crossed  the  river  in  heavy  force  a  short  distance 
below  Washington,  and  design  making  a  raid  upon  our  communications. 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  leave  one  or  two  small  regiments 
that  are  down  the  river  to  watch  the  crossings,  and  move  with  all  despatch 
with  the  balance  of  your  force  to  Anderson's  cross-roads,  in  the  Sequatchie 
valley,  to  protect  our  wagon  trains  there.  Three  (3)  regiments  of  infantry  and 
a  section  of  artillery  have  been  ordered  there  to  support  you.  More  forces  will 
be  sent  if  necessary. 

J.  A.  GARFIELD, 
Brigadier  General,  Chief  of  Stajf. 
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CAPTURED  DESPATCH  OF  THE  REBEL  WHEELER. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Courtland,  A/a.,  October  12,  1863. 

General  :  I  wrote  you  yesterday,  stating  that  General  Lee  had  arrived  at 
Florence  with  twenty-five  hundred  (2,500)  men,  with  instructions  to  cross  the 
Tennessee  river  and  attack  General  Kosecrans's  line  of  comrounicatiotis.  He 
deemed  it  too  hazardous  to  attempt  the  movement  with  the  force  at  his  disposal, 
and  decided  to  wait  until  you  could  be  heard  from.  General  Roddy,  I  was  in- 
formed, would  cross  the  river  on  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  would  meet 
me  at  Jasper.  When  my  command  was  within  ten  miles  of  that  place  I  learned 
that  he  had  not  crossed  the  Tennessee  river.  I  afterwards  learned  that  he  was 
moving  from  Bellfonte  towards  Murfreesboro',  but  on  moving  in  that  direction 
I  finally  found  he  was  not  in  Middle  Tennessee.  On  crossing  at  this  place  I 
learned  that  General  lloddy  had  just  crossed  the  river  near  Bellfonte.  1  imme- 
diately sent  couriers  to  him,  placing  him  on  his  guard,  and  informing  him  of 
my  position. 

The  enemy  which  followed  us  to  this  point  consisted  of  two  divisions  of 
cavalry  and  a  large  force  of  mounted  infantry,  including  Wilder's  brigade.    A 
considerable  force  of  foot  infantry  followed  us  to  Farmington.     On  account  of  a 
mistake  of  General  Davidson's,  I  was  obliged,  when  near  Farmington,  to  make  t 
fight  with  this  large  force  of  infantry  and  mounted  troops,  in  order  to  save  Gcnend 
"Wharton's  command  and  the  wagons  and  caissons.     The  troops  engaged  were  a 
part  of  General  Martin's  and  one  regiment  of  General  Wharton's.     The  fight 
was  most  severe,  the  lines  being  engaged  at  a  distance  of  about  thirty  yards.    We 
charged  and  repulsed  them  at  first,  but  finally  I  found  they  were  preparing  an 
overwhelming  force  to  attack,  and,  having  attained  the  main  object  for  which 
we  fought,  I  ordered  General  Martin  to  withdraw.     Most  of  the  troops  fought 
most  nobly  ;  others  acted  shamefully.     Our  loss  was  confined  to  the  killed  and 
wounded.     I  cannot  learn,  at  this  time,  that  we  lost  any  prisoners,  except  the 
wounded  and  some  men  who  remained  to  take  care  of  the  wounded.     While 
crossing  the  mountains,  our  artillery  carriages  became  much  shattered,  and  finaUy 
two  of  them  broke  down.     We  repaired  them  several  times,  but  finally  the 
harness  became  broken,  and,  finding  it  impossible  to  drag  them  on,  these  two 
pieces  were  abandoned.     One  was  an  old  iron  gun  which  has  been  condemned 
as  useless  at  every  inspection  during  the  last  year ;  the  other  was  a  brass  how- 
itzer.    On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  while  travelling  slowly  over  a  good  road,  one 
of  the  limbers  of  General  W^harton's  blew  up,  tearing  up  everything  in  the 
vcinity.     This  piece  was  also  left.     If  the  enemy  found  these  pieces,  they  will 
probably  claim  to  have  captured  them,  which  claim  will  be  false.     I  think  my 
entire  loss  on  the  trip  in  Killed  will  not  exceed  sixty,  (60.)  my  wounded  will 
not  exceed  200,  and  prisoners  will  not  exceed  200.     This  will  include  more 
than  half  of  the  wounded.    But  very  few  prisoners  were  taken  in  action.   Those 
taken  were  mostly  stragglers  and  scouts.     They,  of  course,  took  nearly  all  our 
wounded,  as  they  were  necessarily  left  at  houses  on  the  road.     Many  men  were 
allowed  by  their  officers  to  throw  away  their  arms  to  enable  them  to  bring  out 
private  plunder. 

What  we  want  is  officers,  and  Colonel  John  T.  Morgan  and  Major  W.  T.  C. 
Humes  will  make  good  officers.  I  would  like,  also.  Colonel  Grigsby,  for  Ken- 
tucky troops.  If  we  can  have  one  good  brigadier  general  for  every  five  or  six 
regiments,  who  will  obey  orders,  and  make  his  officers  and  men  do  bo  also,  we  can 
then  get  along.  Such  men  as  General  Anderson,  General  Walthall,  or  General 
Manigault,  are  what  the  cavalry  needs,  and  Colonel  Morgan  and  Major  Homes  are 
the  nearest  to  that  stamp  that  we  now  have.  Colonel  Russel  is  also  a  man  of 
the  right  stamp,  and  the  service  would  be  benefited  by  his  promotion. 
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I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  any  of  these  officers  would  answer :  Colonel. 
John  T.  Morgan,  Major  W.  Y.  C  Humes,  Colonel  A.  A.  Russel,  Colonel  War- 
ren Grigsby,  and  Colonel  C.  C.  Crews. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  B#rvant, 

JOS.  WHEELER, 

Major  General, 
Colonel  Geo.  Wm.  Brent,  A.  A.  G. 


PART  II. 


COMMANDING  ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND-OPERATIONS  AROUND  CHAT. 
TANOOGA  FROM  OCTOBER  19,  1863,  TO  MAY  1.  1864. 

October  19,  1863. — I  relieved  General  Rosecrans  in  command  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland,  per  General  Orders  No.  337,  War  Department.  The 
same  order  assigned  Major  General  U.  S.  Grant  to  the  command  of  the  military 
division  of  the  Mississippi,  embracing  the  departments  and  armies  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, the  Cumberland,  and  the  Ohio.  The  department  and  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland at  that  time  comprised  the  following  commands  :  the  4th  and  1 4th  army 
corps,  at  Chattanooga,  three  divisions  of  cavalry,  the  local  garrisons  of  Middle 
Tennessee,  and  the  11th  and  12th  army  corps,  under  Major  General  Joseph 
Hooker,  just  arrived  from  the  east,  from  whence  they  had  been  despatched  to 
re-enforce  the  army  at  Chattanooga,  and  who  were,  at  the  time  of  my  assuming 
command,  guarding  the  railroad  from  Bridgeport  to  Nashville.  The  forces  at 
Chattanooga  were  in  a  very  precarious  condition  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
supplies,  the  only  means  of  procuring  which  was  by  wao^ons  and  over  sixty 
miles  of  almost  impassable  mountain  roads,  the  enemy  holding  the  river  and  the 
railroad  between  Chattanooga  and  Bridgeport ;  and  his  cavalry  had  destroyed 
one  lai'ge  train  laden  with  supplies,  numbering  over  three  hundred  ^300)  wagons, 
on  its  way  from  Bridj^eport  to  Chattanooga.  The  question  of  holding  Chatta- 
noo^  was  then  simply  that  of  supplies.  The  animals  were  perishing  by  hun- 
dreds daily,  and  the  men  were  suffering  from  the  scantiness  of  their  food,  but 
they  bore  up  cheerfully  under  their  difficulties,  appreciating  the  impossibility  of 
giving  up  Chattanooga,  and  inspired  their  officers  with  renewed  confidence  in 
their  self-sacrificing  devotion. 

General  Grant  telegraphed  me  from  Louisville  on  the  19th  as  follows : 

•'Major  General  Thomas: 

"  Hold  Chattanooga  at  all  hazards.  I  will  be  there  as  soon  as  possible.  Please 
inform  me  how  long  your  present  supplies  will  last  and  the  prospect  for  keeping 
them  up. 

"U.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General" 

I  replied  by  telegraph : 

"Chattanooga,  October  19. 
"Major  General  Grant,  Louisville,  Kentucky : 

"  Two  hundred  and  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  rations  in  store- 
houses. Ninety  thousand  to  arrive  to-morrow,  and  all  the  trains  were  loaded 
which  had  arrived  at  Bridgeport  up  to  the  sixteenth — ^probably  three  hundred 
wagons.     We  will  hold  the  town  till  we  starve. 

«  G.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General:' 
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•    The  following  was  sent  the  same  night  to  General  Hooker : 

"Headquarters  Department  Cumberland, 

"  October  19,  1863—11  p.m. 
"  Major  General  Hooker,  Stevenson :  • 

"  Major  General  G.  H.  Thomis  directs  me  to  state  that,  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  he  has  assumed  command  of  the 
department  of  the  Cumberland.  He  desires  that  you  will  use  all  possible  des- 
patch in  concentrating  your  command  an^  preparing  to  move  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  General  Rosecrans,  leaving  proper  railroad  guards. 

"J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
*' Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staf' 

The  instructions  referred  to  in  the  above  were  to  concentrate  as  much  of  his 
command  at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guarding  the  railroad  be- 
tween that  point  and  Nashville,  and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  move  at  anr 
moment  toward  Chattanooga  for  the  purpose  of  opening  communication  wim 
that  place  by  river  and  by  rail.  Before  he  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  de- 
partment of  the  Cumberland,  General  Rosecrans  and  his  chief  engineer.  Briga- 
dier General  W.  F.  Smith,  had  consulted  together  as  to  means  of  relieving  the 
army  at  Chattanooga  from  the  perilous  condition  it  was  in,  owing  to  the  greit 
difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  had  partially  planned  the  movement  which 
was  left  to  me  to  be  completed  when  I  assumed  command,  namely,  to  open  • 
short  route  of  supplies  from  Bridgeport. 

On  the  24th  of  October  I  sent  the  following  instructions  to  General  Hooker, 
by  telegraph,  viz : 

"Headquarters  Department  op  Cumberland, 

"  Chattanooga,  October  24,  1863—2.30  p.  m. 
"Major  General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

**  You  will  leave  General  Slocum  with  one  division  of  the  12th  corps  to  guard 
the  railroad  from  Murfreesboro*  to  Bridgeport.  The  11th  corps  and  one  division 
of  the  12th  will  be  concentrated  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Bridgeport,  preparatory 
to  crossing  the  Tennessee  river  and  moving  up  the  south  side  to  take  possession 
of  Rankin's  ferry,  between  Shellmound  and  Running  Water  creek.  Look  well 
to  your  right  flank,  which  may  be  approached  via  Island  creek,  the  Moore  road, 
McDaniels  Gap  road,  and  the  Nickajack  road. 

Two  brigades  under  General  Palmer  leave  here  this  p.  m.  for  Rankin's  ferry, 
which  point  they  will  probably  reach  on  Monday  evening.  It  is  reported  that 
the  steamboat  at  Bridgeport  will  be  completed  by  Monday  evening.  The  ndl- 
road  may  also  be  available.  If  you  can  do  so  it  is  better  not  to  move  wagons 
to  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  present.  You  will,  however,  exercise  your 
iudgment  on  this  point.  Report  by  telegraph  when  you  are  ready.  We  will 
co-operate  at  Brown's  ferry  as  well  as  Rankin's  ferry.  Inform  yourself  with 
regard  to  the  roads  from  Rankin's  ferry,  via  Whiteside's,  to  Brown's  ferry. 
The  object  of  the  movement  is  to  hold  the  road  and  gain  possession  of  the  river 
as  far  as  Brown's  ferry. 

'*  By  command  of  Major  General  Thomas. 

"J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
*' Major  GeneraLand  Chief  of  Staff:' 
True  copy 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

General  Hooker  reported  his  command  in  readiness  to  move,  and  that  he 
would  start  at  daylight  on  the  27th. 
During  the  time  the  preparations  for  this  movement  were  being  made  Genoal 
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Grant  reached  Chattanooga.     On  the  night  of  the  26th  of  October  the  co-oper- 
ating movement,  resulting  in  the  seizure  of  Brown's  ferry,  was  made.     I  made  ' 
the  following  preliminary  report  of  it  that  evening  to  the  General-in-Chief  at 
Washington,  by  telegraph : 

"Chattanooga,  October  27 — 11.30  p.  m. 
"Major  General  Hallbck,  Washington,  D,  C: 

"  General  W.  F.  Smith,  commanding  Hazen's  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division, 
4th  corps,  and  Turchin's  brigade  of  Baird's  division,  14th  corps,  floated  boats  ot 
pontoon  bridge  down  the  river  from  Chattanooga  to  Brown's  ferry,  six  miles 
below,  landed,  surprised  and  drove  off  the  enemy's  pickets  and  reserve,  took 
possession  of  hills  commanding  debouche  of  ferry  on  southwest  side,  laid  bridge 
and  intrenched  the  command  strongly  enough  to  hold  bridge  securely.  By  the 
judicious  precautions  taken  by  Geperal  Smith  before  starting  and  the  intelligent 
co-operation  of  Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen,  commanding  brigades,  and  of  Col- 
onel Stanley,  eighteenth  Ohio,  commanding  boat  party,  this  was  a  complete 
success  and  reflected  great  credit  on  all  concerned.  Our  loss,  four  killed  and 
fifteen  wounded ;  enemy's,  eight  killed,  six  prisoners,  and  several  wounded. 
Major  General  Hooker,  commanding  troops  composing  11th  corps  and  part 
of  12th,  marched  from  Bridgeport  at  daylight  to-day  to  open  road  from 
Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga  and  take  some  position  protecting  river.  Two  brig- 
ades of  Palmer's  division,  4th  corps,  should  have  reached  Rankin's  ferry  to-day 
to  co-operate  with  General  Hooker.  The  sixteenth  Illinois  reached  Kelley's 
ferry  to  co-operate  with  General  Hooker.  If  General  Hooker  is  as  successful 
as  General  Smith  has  been,  we  shall  in  a  few  days  have  open  communication 
with  Bridgeport  by  water,  as  well  as  by  a  practicable  road  running  near  the  river 
on  the  northern  bank. 

"GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
"Major  General,  United  States  Volunteers,^* 

General  Hooker  reached  a  point  in  Lookout  valley  about  two  (2)  miles  from 
Brown's  ferry  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  2.Sth.  In  that  position  he  was  attacked  about 
midnight  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  who  had  descended  Lookout  mountain 
to  dislodge  General  Hooker's  forces  and  regain  possession  of  the  valley.  Severe 
fighting  continued  for  nearly  two  hours,  when  the  enemy  withdrew,  having  been 
repulsed  at  every  point  assailed  by  him.  As  soon  as  the  noise  of  the  conflict 
reached  me  at  Chattanooga  I  gave  directions  for  the  brigades  of  General  Whit- 
taker  and  of  Colonel  Mitchell  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  support  of 
General  Hooker,  and  notified  him  to  that  effect,  directing  him  to  send  a  messen- 
ger to  Brown's  ferry,  where  staff  officers  from  those  commands  would  be  found. 
For  further  particulars  of  this  night  engagement  I  refer  you  to  General  Hooker's 
report  of  the  same,  forwarded  herewith. 

The  seizure  of  Brown's  ferry  and  the  splendid  defence  of  Lookout  valley  by 
General  Hooker's  command  decided  the  question  of  our  al>ility  to  hold  Chatta- 
nooga, for  steamers  began  immediately  to  carry  rations  from  Bridgeport  to  Kel- 
ley's ferry,  leaving  but  about  eight  miles  of  wagon  transportation  from  that  point 
to  Chattanooga,  and  repairs  were  commenced  on  the  railroad  south  of  the  Ten- 
nessee river.  The  enemy  made  no  further  attempt  to  regain  Lookout  valley 
after  it  had  slipped  from  his  grasp,  and  confined  himself  to  an  occasional  cannon 
shot  from  the  top  of  Lrnokout  as  he  watched  our  trains  undisturbedly  moving 
from  Kfjlley's  ferry  across  the  valley,  bearing  rations  to  a  grateful  army. 

To  Brigadier  General  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great 
praise  for  the  ingenuity  which  conceived  and  the  ability  which  executed  the 
movement  at  Brown's  ferry.  The  preparations  were  all  made  in  secrecy,  as 
was  also  the  boat  expedition  which  passed  under  the  overhanging  cliffs  of  Look- 
out, so  much  so  that  when  the  bridge  was  thrown  at  Brown's  ferry  on  the 
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morning  of  the  27tli  the  surprise  was  as  great  to  the  army  within  Chattanooga 
as  it  was  to  the  army  besieging  it  from  without. 

Herewith  I  forward  copies  of  the  reports  of  Major  General  Hooker  and  of 
Brigadier  W.F.Smith: 

REPORT  OF  BROWN'S  FERRY  AFFAIR. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  7,  1863. 

General:  T  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  official  reports  of  Major 
General  Hooker,  commanding  the  11th  and  12th  corps,  and  of  Brigadier  General 
W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer  department  of  the  Gumherland,  and  commanding 
the  expedition  composed  of  Turchin's  brigade,  Baird^s  division,  1 4th  army  corps, 
and  Hazen's  brigade.  Wood's  division,  4th  corps,  and  detachments  of  the 
eighteenth  Ohio  infantry,  under  command  of  Colonel  T.  R.  Stanley,  and  of  the 
twenty-second  Michigan  engineers,  under  command  of  Captain  Fox,  of  the 
operations  of  their  respective  commands  between  the  26th  and  28th  uhimo  to 
gain  possession  of  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  to  open  the  roads 
for  a  depot  of  supplies  at  Bridgeport.  Preliminary  steps  had  already  been 
taken  to  execute  this  vitally  important  movement  before  the  command  of  the 
department  devolved  upon  me.  The  bridge  which  it  was  necessary  to  throw 
across  the  river  at  Brown's  ferry  to  gain  possession  of  the  northern  end  of  Look- 
out valley  and  open  commuuication  with  Bridgeport  by  road  and  river  was 
nearly  compl(»ted. 

On  the  23d,  orders  were  sent  General  Hooker  to  concentrate  the  11th  corps 
and  one  division  of  the  12th  at  Bridgeport,  informing  him  at  the  same  time 
what  his  force  was  expected  to  accomplish,  and  that  a  force  from  this  place 
would  co-operale  with  him,  by  establishing  a  bridge  across  the  river  nt  Browns 
ferry  and  seize  the  heights  on  the  south  of  Lookout  valley.  The  force  to  throw 
the  bridge  was  organized  by  Saturday,  the  24th  ultimo,  and  the  boat?  and 
bridge  completed,  giving  General  Smith  two  days  to  examine  the  ground  with 
the  two  brigade  commanders,  and  to  give  all  the  necessary  detailed  instructions 
to  insure  success. 

General  Hooker  reported  on  the  26th  that  he  would  be  ready  to  move  ou  the 
27th  at  daylight.  He  was  instructed  to  move  at  the  appointed  time,  with  full 
instructions  how  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  his  flank,  and  to  cover  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  road  in  the  direction  of  Trenton.  The  bridge  was  succcssfnlly 
thrown  across  the  river  ou  the  night  of  the  26th,  and  General  Hooker  reached 
Lookout  valley  and  communicated  with  this  place  on  the  28th.  The  enemy 
attempted  to  surprise  him  the  night  after  reaching  his  position  in  Lookout  vaUey» 
and,  after  an  obstinate  contest  of  two  hours'  duration,  was  completely  repulsed, 
with  a  loss  of  upwards  of  1,500  killed  and  wounded,  one  hundred  prisoners,  &»« 
several  hundred  stand  of  arms. 

I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Generals  Hooker  and  Smith  for  the  details  of  the 
operations  of  their  commands,  commending  to  favorable  consideration  the  names 
of  those  officers  ^specially  mentioned  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct.  The 
skilful  execution  by  General  Smith  of  the  work  assigned  him,  and  the  prompt^ 
ness  with  which  General  Hooker  with  his  troops  met  and  repulsed  the  enemy 
on  the  night  of  the  28th,  reflect  the  greatest  credit  on  both  of  these  officers 
and  their  entire  commands. 

I  herewith  enclose  consolidated  returns  of  casualties. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  T. 
Major  General  U,  S,  V.,  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  L  ThOxMAS, 

Adjutant  General  U,  S,  A.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Brevet  Major  and  A,  D.  C, 


Hbaduuartbrs  llTH  AND  12th  Corps,  Armv  of  the  Cumberland, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  November  6,  1863. 
Colonel  :  I  desire  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  battle  of  Wauhatchie, 
«iid  the  operations  of  my  command  preliminary  to  that  engagement.  In  con- 
formity with  orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  department,  I  crossed  the 
Tennessee  by  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Bridgeport  the  morning  of  the  26th  of 
October  with  the  greater  portion  of  the  11th  corps,  under  Major  General  Howard, 
a  part  of  the  second  division  of  the  12th  coq)s,  under  Brigadier  General 
Geary,  one  company  of  the  fifth  Tennessee  cavalry,  and  a  part  of  a  company 
of  the  first  Alabama  cavalry,  and  at  once  took  up  my  line  of  march  along  the 
line  of  railroad,  to  open  and  secure  it  in  the  direction  of  Brown's  ferry;  a 
xegiment  was  left  to  defend  the  bridge  head  when  the  column  was  crossed  the 
"river,  and  to  take  possession  of  and  hold  the  passes  leading  to  it  through 
Kaccoon  mountain.  Our  route  lay  along  the  base  of  this  mountiiin  until  we 
reached  Running  Waters,  when  we  followed  the  direction  of  that  stream,  and 
in  the  morning  descended  through  the  gorge  into  Lookout  valley.  No  event 
attended  our  first  day's  march  deserving  mention,  unless  it  be  that  the 
enemy's  pickets  fell  back  as  we  advanced,  and  the  leaving  of  two  more  of 
my  regiments,  one  at  Shellmound,  with  instructions  to  occupy  a  pass  near 
Gordon's  mines,  and  another  at  Whiteside's,  to  protect  the  route  over  the 
mountain  through  which  we  had  passed.  After  entering  Lookout  valley  our 
general  course  lay  along  a  creek  of  that  name  until  within  a  mile  or  more  of 
its  mouth,  where  the  Brown's  ferry  road  leaves  it  to  the  left.  This  valley 
is  periiaps  two  miles  in  width,  and  completely  overlooked  by  the  lofty  crests 
of  Lookout  and  Raccoon  mountains.  All  the  movements  and  dispositions  of 
troops  are  easily  descried  from  the  heights  of  either,  while  the  valley  itself 
affords  abundant  opportunity  for  concealment  from  the  observation  of  those 
within.  Another  prominent  feature  in  Lookout  valley  requires  mention  to  give 
a  clear  perception  of  its  topography  and  a  correct  understanding  of  our  opera- 
tions. This  is  a  succession  of  hills,  two  or  three  hundred  feet  high,  with  pre- 
cipitous timbered  slopes  and  narrow  crests,  which  penetrate  three  miles  up  the 
valley,  and  divide  it,  as  far  as  they  go,  nearly  in  its  centre.  There  are  five  or 
six  of  them  in  number,  almoet  isolated,  though  in  a  direct  line  on  the  left  bank 
of  Lookout  creek,  with  the  railroad  passing  between  the  two  summits  at  the 
entrance  of  the  range,  and  still  lower  down  the  valley  the  road  bears  off  to 
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Chattanooga,  about  two  miles  distant,  throngh  these  hills,  while  the  road  to 
Brown's  ferry  continues  along  the  west  base  to  the  Tennessee  river.  The 
enemy  held  possession  of  these  hills,  as,  indeed,  of  all  the  country  through 
which  we  had  passed  after  crossing  at  Bridgeport;  they  had  also  batteriea 
planted  on  Lookout  mountain  overlooking  them. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  is  Raccoon  range,  and  about  three  miles  up 
is  the  gorge  through  it,  which  leads  to  what  is  called  Keliey's  ferry,  three  miles 
distant.  As  it  was  proposed  to  make  this  our  new  line  of  communication  with 
Chattanooga,  my  instructions  required  me,  if  practicable,  to  gain  possession  ot 
and  to  hold  it.  As  the  gorge  debouches  into  Lookout  valley  the  road  forks— one 
leading  to  Wauhatchie  and  up  the  valley,  the  other  to  Chattanooga  and  down 
the  valley.  It  was  known  that  a  portion  of  Longstreet*8  command  were  in  the 
valley,  it  is  presumed  in  part  for  convenience  in  supplying  themselves  with 
rations  and  forage,  but  mainly  for  his  sharpshooters  to  annoy  our  communication 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee,  and  compel  our  trains  to  make  long  detonre, 
over  execrable  roads,  in  their  transit  from  Chattanooga  to  our  depot  at  Stevenson. 
From  its  proximity  to  the  enemy's  lines  of  investment  around  Chattanooga,  and 
his  facilities  for  detaching  heavily  from  his  masses,  it  was  apprehended  that  the 
enemy  would  make  unusual  efforts  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  its  possession,  as  & 
failure  on  our  part  to  estublish  new  communications  involved  a  fact  of  no  leA» 
magnitude  than  the  necessity  for  the  early  evacuation  of  Chattanooga,  with  tb© 
abandonment  of  much  of  our  artillery  and  trains. 

To  return  to  the  column.  It  pushed  on  down  the  valley  until  arrested  by  aT*^ 
irregular  fire  of  musketry  proceeding  from  the  hill  next  the  r^lroad,  as  it  pasa^^ 
through  the  central  ridge  before  described.  As  it  was  densely  covered  witJ^ 
forest  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  the  enemy  except  b^0 
feeling.  General  Howard's  corps  being  in  the  advance,  he  was  directed  t^^ 
throw  a  brigade  to  the  right,  to  turn  the  position,  and  a  regiment,  supported  b^tf 
the  balance  of  another  brigade,  to  the  left,  for  the  same  purpose.  No  soonei^ 
had  the  brigade  on  the  right  deployed  than  the  enemy  took  to  his  legs  and  fle^ 
across  the  creek,  burning  the  railroad  bridge  in  his  flight.  We  lost  a  few  men^ 
here  as  well  as  from  the  shelling  we  received  from  the  batteries  of  Lookout^ 
mountain  whenever  our  column  was  exposed  to  them.  The  central  ridge  oT^ 
hills  afforded  partial  cover  from  these  batteries.  These,  however,  caused  no  ' 
serious  interruption  in  the  movement  of  the  column,  which,  about  ^ve  o'clock  - 
p.  m.,  halted  for  the  night  and  went  into  camp  about  a  mile  or  more  up  the 
valley  from  Brown's  ferry.  Here  we  learned  that  a  pontoon  bridge  had  been 
thrown  across  the  river  and  that  General  Hazen's  brigade  held  the  heights  on 
the  south  side  of  it. 

Geary's  division  being  in  the  rear,  and  being  anxious  to  hold  both  mads 
leading  to  Kelley's  ferry,  he  was  directed  to  encamp  near  Wauhatchie,  three 
miles  from  the  position  held  by  Howard's  coi-ps.  Pickets  were  thrown  out 
from  both  camps  on  all  of  the  approaches,  though  no  attempt  was  made  to  es- 
tablish and  preserve  a  communication  between  them.  The  commands  were  too 
small  to  keep  up  a  substantial  communication  that  distance,  and  I  deemed  it 
more  prudent  to  hold  the  meu  well  in  hand  than  to  have  a  feeble  one.  In  my 
judgment  it  was  essential  to  retain  possession  of  both  approaches  to  Kelley's 
ferry,  if  practicable,  as  it  would  cause  us  inconvenience  to  dispossess  the  enemy 
if  he  established  himself  on  either.  Before  night  Howard  threw  out  three 
companies  in  the  direction  of  Kelley's  ferry  to  intercept  and  capture,  if  possible, 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters  who  had  been  engaged  in  firing  across  the  river  into 
our  trains,  and  had,  in  fact,  compelled  them  to  avoid  that  line  entirely.  A 
regiment  was  al:?o  sent  towards  that  point  where  the  Chattanooga  road  crosses 
Lookout  creek,  and  about  12  o'clock  had  a  little  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 
An  hour  after  the  muttcrings  of  a  heavy  musketry  fell  upon  our  ears  from  the 
direction  of  Geary.    He  was  fiercely  attacked ;  fir^  his  pickets,  and  soon  after 
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his  main  iRorce ;  but  not  before  he  was  in  line  of  battle  to  receive  it:  Howard 
"was  directed  to  double-auick  his  nearest  division  (Schurz's)  to  his  relief,  and 
before  proceeding  far  a  sneet  of  musketry  was  thrown  upon  him  from  the  cen- 
tral hills,  but  at  loog  range,  and  inflicting  no  great  injury.  This  was  the  first 
iutimation  that  the  enemy  was  there  at  all. 

Directions  were  immediately  given  for  one  of  the  brigades  en  route  to  Greary 
(Tyndale's)  to  be  detached,  and  assault  the  enemy  in  the  hills  on  the  left,  and 
for  the  other  brigade  to  push  on  as  ordered.  Meanwhile,  Howard's  first  division, 
under  Stein wher,  came  up,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  hill  to  the  rear  of 
Schurz's  division  was  also  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force,  and  Smith's  brigade 
of  this  division  was  ordered  to  carry  it  with  the  bayonet.  This  skeleton  but  brave 
Ibrigade  charged  up  the  mountain,  almost  inaccessible  by  daylight,  under  a  heavy 
fire,  without  returning  it,  and  drove  three  times  their  number  from  behind  has- 
tily thrown  up  intrenchments,  capturing  prisoners  and  scattering  the  enemy  in 
all  directions.  No  troops  ever  rendered  more  brilliant  service.  The  name  ot 
t;heir  valiant  commander  is  Colonel  Orland  Smith,  of  the  seventy- third  Ohio 
•volunteers.  Tyndale,  encountering  less  resistance,  had  also  made  himself  mas- 
tier  of  the  enemy's  position  in  his  front. 

During  these  operations  a  heavy  musketry  fire,  with  occasional  discharges  ol 
«rtillery,  continued  to  reach  us  from  Geary.  It  was  evident  that  a  formidable 
adversary  had  gathered  around  him  and  that  he  was  battling  him  with  all  his 
xniglit.  For  almost  three  hours,  without  assistance,  he  repelled  Iho  repeated 
Attacks  of  vastly  superior  numbers,  and  in  the  end  drove  them  ingloriously 
£-001  the  field.  At  one  time  they  had  enveloped  him  on  three  sides  under  cir- 
Ciumstances  that  would  have  dismayed  any  officer  except  one  endowed  with  an 
iron  will  and  the  most  exalted  courage.  Such  is  the  character  of  General 
Creary. 

With  this  ended  the  fight.  We  had  repelled  every  attack,  carried  every 
j)oint  assaulted,  thrown  the  enemy  headlong  over  the  river,  and,  more  than 
a.11,  secured  our  new  communications  for  the  time  being  beyond  peradven- 
ture.  These  several  conflicts  were  attended  with  unusual  interest  ana  satisfac- 
tion from  the  violence  of  the  attack,  the  great  alacrity  displayed  by  the  officers 
«nd  men  in  springing  to  their  arms  on  the  first  indications  of  the  presence  ot 
the  enemy,  and  the  glorious  manner  in  which  they  closed  in  on  him  for  the 
struggle. 

I  regret  that  my  duty  constrains  me  to  except  any  portion  of  my  command 
in  my  commendations  of  their  courage  and  valor.  The  brigade  despatched  to 
the  relief  of  Geary,  by  orders  delivered  in  person  to  its  division  commander, 
never  reached  him  until  long  after  the  fight  had  ended.  It  is  alleged  that  it 
lost  its  way,  when  it  had  a  terrific  infantry  fire  to  guide  them  all  the  way,  and 
also  that  they  became  involved  in  a  swamp,  when  there  was  no  swamp  or  other 
obstacle  between  them  and  Geary  which  should  have  delayed  them  a  moment 
in  marching  to  the  relief  of  their  imperilled  companions. 

For  the  instances  of  conspicuous  individual  daring  and  conduct,  also  of  regi- 
ments and  batteries  the  most  distinguished  for  brilliant  services  on  this  field, 
the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  is  respectfully  called  to  the  reports  of 
corps  and  division  commanders,  herewith  transmitted.  I  must  confine  myself 
to  an  expression  of  my  appreciation  of  the  zealous  and  devoted  services  of 
Major  General  Howard,  not  only  on  the  battle-field  but  everywhere  and  at  all 
times.  Of  General  Geary  I  need  say  no  more.  To  both  of  these  officers  I  am 
profoundly  grateful  for  the  able  assistance  they  have  always  given  me. 

Our  loss  is  four  hundred  and  sixteen,  among  them  some  of  the  bravest  offi- 
cers and  men  of  my  command.  "  General  Green  was  severely  wounded  while  in 
the  heroic  performance  of  his  duty.  Colonel  Underwood,  of  the  thirty-third 
Massachusetts  volunteers,  was  also  desperately  wounded,  and  for  his  recovery  I 
am  deeply  concerned.     If  only  in  recognition  of  his  services  on  this  field,  his 
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many  martial  virtues  and  great  personal  worth,  it  would  be  a  great  Bati?faction 
to  me  to  have  this  officer  advanced  to  the  grade  of  brigadier  general.  For  tbe 
many  whose  deaths  the  country  will  deplore  I  must  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
subordinate  commanders. 

Of  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  it  cannot  fall  short  of  fifteen  hundred.  Geary 
buried  one  hundrea  and  fifty-three  rebel  carcasses  on  his  front  alone.  We  took 
upwards  of  one  hundred  prisoners  and  several  hundred  stand  of  small-arms. 
Could  we  have  had  daylight  to  follow  up  our  success,  we  have  reason  to  believe 
our  trophies  would  have  been  much  more  abundant. 

The  force  opposed  to  us  consisted  of  two  of  Longstreet's  divisions,  and  corre- 
sponded in  number  to  our  corps.  From  the  prisoners  we  learn  that  they  bad 
watched  the  column  as  it  descended  the  valley,  and  confidently  counted  on  its 
annihilation. 

To  conclude,  I  must  express  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  Major  General 
Butterfield,  chief  of  staff,  for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  on  the  field; 
ali!»o,  to  Major  Lawrence,  Captain  Hall,  Lieutenants  Perkins  and  Oliver,  aides- 
de-camp,  for  the  faiihful,  intelligent,  and  devoted  performance  of  all  the  dudes 
assigned  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major  General  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  GoDDARD, 

Asft't  Adft  Gen*l  Army  of  Cumberland. 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Office  of  Chief  E.\ginber, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  4,  18G3. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  (he  following  report  of  the  operaiions 
for  making  a  lodgement  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Brown's  ferry.  On  the 
19th  of  October  I  was  insitructed  by  General  Rosecrans  to  reconnoitre  the  river 
in  the  vicinity  of  Williams's  island,  with  a  view  to  making  the  island  a  cover 
for  a  steamboat  landing  and  storehouses,  and  began  the  examination  near  the 
lower  end  of  the  island.  Following  the  river  up,  I  found  on  the  opposite  bank, 
above  the  head  of  the  island,  a  sharp  range  of  hills  whose  base  was  washed  hj 
the  river.  This  range  extended  up  the  river  nearly  to  Lookout  creek,  and  was 
broken  at  Brown's  ferry  by  a  narrow  gorge,  through  which  ran  the  road  to  the 
old  ferry,  and  also  flowed  a  small  creek.  The  valley  between  this  ridge  of  hilU 
and  Raccoon  mountains  was  narrow,  and  a  lodgement  effected  there  would  give 
us  the  command  of  the  Kelloy*s  ferry  road,  and  seriously  interrupt  the  commu- 
nications of  the  enemy  up  Lookout  valley  and  down  to  the  river  on  Racco«>a 
mountains.  I'he  ridge  seemed  thinly  picketed,  and  the  evidences  were  againH 
the  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  valley  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  and  it 
seemed  quite  possible  to  take  by  surpri.se  what  could  not  have  been  carried  hj 
assault  if  heavily  occupied  by  an  opposing  force. 

The  major  general  commanding  the  geographical  division  and  the  major  gen- 
eral commanding  the  department  visited  with  me  the  ferry  a  few  days  after  this 
reconnoissance,  and  were  agreed  as  to  the  importance  of  the  position  by  iteelf, 
and  especially  in  connexion  with  the  movements  to  be  made  from  Bridgeport  to 
open  the  river ;  and  I  was  directed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
expedition  to  effect  the  lodgements.  To  do  this  fifty  pontoons,  with  oaw,  to 
carry  a  crew,  and  twenty-five  armed  men,  were  prepared,  and  also  two  flatboat« 
carrying  forty,  and  Bevenly-tve  m^xi.    T\i^  W^^  ^vi\a^^^  W  \hft  ex^tion 
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consisted  of  the  brigades  of  Brigadier  General  Turchin  and  Brigadier  Greneral 
Hazen,  with  three  batteries,  to  be  posted  under  the  direction  of  Major  Menden- 
ball,  assistant  to  General  Brannan,  chief  of  artillery. 

Sunday,  the  25th  of  October,  1  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  expedi- 
tion, and  the  troops  were  distributed  as  follows :  Fifteen  hundred  men,  under 
Brigadier  General  Hazen,  were  to  embark  in  the  boats  and  pass  down  the  river 
a  distance  of  about  nine  miles,  seven  of  which  would  be  under  the  fire  of  the 
pickets  of  the  enemy.     It  was  deemed  better  to  take  this  risk  than  to  attempt 
to  launch  the  boats  near  the  ferry,  because  they  would  move  more  rapidly  than 
intelligenca  could  be  taken   by  infantry  pickets,  and,  in  addition,  though  the 
enemy  might  be  alarmed,  he  would  not  know  where  the  landing  was  to  be  at- 
tempted, and  therefore  could  not  concentrate  with  certainty  against  us.     The 
boats  were  called  off  in  sections,  and  the  points  at  which  each  section  was  to 
land  were  carefully  selected  and  pointed  out  to  the  officers  in  command,  and 
range  fires  kept  burning,  lest  in  the  night  the  upper  points  should  be  mistaken. 
The  remainder  of  General  Turchin's  brigade  and  General  Hazen's  brigade  were 
inarched  across  and  encamped  in  the  woods  out  of  sight,  near  the  ferry,  ready 
to  move  down  and  cover  the  landing  of  the  boats,  and  also  ready  to  embark  as 
soon  as  the  boats  had  landed  the  river  force  and  crossed  to  the  north  side. 
The  artillery  was  also  halted  in  the  woods  during  the  night,  and  was  to  move 
down  and  go  into  position  as  soon  as  the  boats  had  begun  to  land,  to  cover  the 
retirement  of  our  troops  in  case  of  disaster.     The  equipage  for  the  pontoon 
bridge  was  also  ready  to  be  moved  down  to  the  river  as  soon  as  the  troops  were 
across ;  axes  were  issued  to  the  troops,  to  be  used  in  cutting  abatis  for  defence 
eo  soon  as  the  ridge  was  gained.     General  Hazen  was  t^  take  the  gorge  and  the 
hills  to  the  left,  while  General  Turchin  was  to  extend  from  the  gorge  down  the 
river.     The  boats  moved  from  Chattanooga  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  27th,  and,  thanks 
to  a  slight  fog  and  the  silence  observed,  they  were  not  discovered  until  about 
5  a.  m.,  when  the  first  section  had  landed  at  the  upper  point  and  the  second  sec- 
tion had  arrived  abreast  of  the  pickets  stationed  at  the  gorge.     Here  a  portion 
of  the  second  section  of  the  flotilla  failed  to  land  at  the  proper  place,  and,  alarm- 
ing the  pickets,  received  a  volley  ;  some  time  was  lost  in  effecting  a  landing 
below  the  gorge,  and  the  troops  had  hardly  carried  it  before  the  enemy  began 
the  attack.     The  boats  by  this  time  had  recrossed  the  river,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Langdon,  first  Ohio  volunteei*s,  in  command  of  the  remnant  of  the 
brigade  of  General  Hazen,  was  rapidly  ferried  across,  and  forming  his  men, 
qnickly  pushed  forward  to  the  assistance  of  the  troops  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fry,  twenty-third  Kentucky  volunteers,  already  hard  pressed.     The  skirmish 
was  soon  over,  and  General  Turchin,  who  followed  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lang- 
don, quietly  took  possession  of  the  hills  assigned  to  him. 

So  soon  as  the  skirmishers  were  thrown  out  from  each  command,  the  axes 
were  set  at  work  felling  an  abatis,  and  in  two  hours  the  command  was  suffi- 
ciently protected  to  withstand  any  attack  which  was  likely  to  be  made.  So 
Boon  as  the  last  of  the  troops  were  across,  the  bridge  was  commenced  and  con- 
tinued under  some  shelling  for  an  hour  or  so,  and  was  completed  at  4J  p.  m., 
under  the  vigorous  and  skilful  supeiintendence  of  Captain  P.  V.  Fox,  first  Mich- 
igan engineers,  and  Captain  George  W.  Dresser,  fourth  artillery.  Six  prisoners 
were  taken,  and  six  rebels  buried  by  our  command,  and  several  wounded,  re- 
ported by  citizens ;  among  the  wounded,  the  colonel  of  the  fifteenth  Alabama. 
Twenty  beeves,  six  pontoons,  a  barge,  and  about  2,000  bushels  of  corn  fell  into 
our  possession.  Our  loss  lyas  six  killed,  twenty-three  wounded,  and  nine  miss- 
ing. The  artillery  placed  in  position  was  not  used,  but  credit  is  due  Major 
Mendenhall  for  his  promptitude  in  placing  his  guns.  To  Brigadier  General 
Turchin,  Brigadier  General  Hazen,  and  Colonel  Stanley,  eighteenth  Ohio  vol- 
unteers, who  had  the  superintendence  of  the  boats  and  was  zealous  in  his  du.tY> 
and  to  Captain  Fox,  first  Michigan  engineers,  all  credit  lis  du^  i^t  ^^\\  T.vi^> 
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coolness,  and  intelligence.  Captain  Dresser,  fourth  artillery,  and  Captain  P. 
C.  F.  West,  United  States  Coast  Survey,  rendered  every  service  on  my  Btaff. 
Lieutenants  Klokke,  Fuller,  Hopkins,  and  Brent,  of  the  signal  corpg,  were 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  soon  succeeded  in  establiehiDga 
line  of  communications  from  the  south  side  of  the  river.  I  enclose  the  reports 
of  the  various  commanders. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Expedition, 


List  of  casualties  that  occurred  during  the  action  at  BrowfCs  ferry  Octdb^ 

27,  1863. 


FORTY-FIRST  OHIO  VOLUNTEERS. 


Name. 

Co. 

Bank. 

Remarks. 

Thomas  Ladler 

A 
A 
A 

Pnvato 

Killed. 

C.  W.  Hills 

Second  lieutenant. 
Sergeant - .. 

Wounded. 

C.  H.  Beunett *. 

Do. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FOURTH  OHIO  VOLUNTEERS. 


A.  S.  Galbraith 

L.  Gagus   

Jas.  Simms 

Wm.  Clark... 


First  lieutenant. . 

Sorfreant 

Private 

do 


Wounded. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


TWENTY-THIRD  KENTUCKY  VOLUNTEERS. 


Thos.  M.  Parrish 

Frank  Miller 

W.  H.  Johnson . 

H.  Tucker 

Julius  Taylor  — 
R.  D.  Buffington 
Chas.  M.  Faque. 

Chas  Pines 

W.  H.  H.  Taylor 


Sereeant 

!!!!do!!! 

Cornoral 

Private  . 

do... 

do 

do 

. . . . do . . . 


Wounded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Killed. 
Wounded. 

Do. 

Do. 


THIRTY-THIRD   OIHO  VOLUNTEERS. 


Jno.  G.  Gillilain.. 

Henry  Pierce . 

Elijah  Pouklin 

Melviu  F.  Howard 


Corporal 

Private 

—  do 

Fifth  Ky.  vols  .... 


I 


Killed. 
Wounded. 

Do. 
Killed. 


True  copy 


Killed,  4.  Wounded,  17.  Missing,  — . 

WM.  F.  SMITH,  Brigadier  Gmnl 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  A,  D.  C. 


Soon  after  the  first  of  November  rumors  reached  us  at  Chattanooga  that  the 
enemy  had  withdrawn  a  considerable  force  from  onr  front,  and  had  sent  them 
to  operate  against  Knoxville.  These  rumors  were  afterwards  confirmed  through 
the  reports  Drought  in  by  spies  and  deserters,  and  it  was  finally  ascertained 
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that  Longstreet's  corps  had  been  detached  from  Bragg's  army.  In  the  mean 
lime  Major  General  Sherman,  with  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  was  ch)siug  up 
on  to  the  right  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  moving  along  the  north  bank  of 
the  Tennessee  river  from  Eastport,  JMissi8si[>pi,  where  he  had  crossed,  part  of 
his  command  reaching  Pulaski  on  the  7th  of  November.  Soon  afterwards 
G^eneral  Sherman  arrived  in  person  at  Chattanooga,  when,  after  consulting  with 
General  Grant  and  making  a  thorough  examination  of  the  ground,  preparations 
were  made  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front.  For  that  purpose  General  Sherman 
was  directed  by  General  Grant  to  move  the  15th  army  corps  from  Stevenson 
and  Bridgeport  to  a  point  on  the  Tennessee  river  north  of  Chattanooga,  where  it 
was  to  effect  a  crossing  and  advance  against  the  enemy  on  my  left.  I  was  to 
Bend  one  division  from  my  command  to  support  the  crossing  of  General  Sher- 
man's troops,  and  with  the  remainder  of  my  force  attack  the  enemy  directly  in 
front,  where  his  forces  remained  unchanged  on  Mission  ridge  and  on  Lookout 
monntain. 

The  following  instructions  were  received  from  General  Grant,  viz  : 

"Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

**  Chattanooga^  Tenn,,  Novefnber  18,  1863. 

"  General  :  All  preparations  should  be  made  for  attacking  the  enemy's  po- 
sition on  Missionary  ridge  by  Saturday  morning  at  daylight.  Not  being  provided 
with  a  map  giving  names  of  roads,  spurs  of  the  mountain,  and  other  places,  such 
definite  instructions  cannot  be  given  as  might  be  desirable.  However,  the  gen- 
eral plan,  you  understand,  is  for  Sherman,  with  the  force  brought  with  him, 
strengthened  by  a  division  from  your  command,  to  effect  a  crossing  of  the  Ten- 
nessee river  just  below  the  mouth  of  Chickamauga,  his  crossing  to  be  protected 
"by  artillery  from  the  heights  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  (to  be  located  by 
your  chief  of  artillery,)  and  to  carry  the  heights  from  the  northern  extremity 
to  about  the  railroad  tunnel  before  the  enemy  can  concentrate  a  force  against 
liim.  You  will  co-operate  with  Sherman.  The  troops  in  Chattanooga  valloy 
should  be  well  concentrated  on  your  left  flank,  leaving  only  the  necessary  force 
to  defend  fortifications  on  your  right  and  centre,  and  a  movable  column  of  one 
division  in  readiness  to  move  wherever  ordered.  This  division  should  show 
Itself  as  threateningly  as  possible  on  the  most  practicable  line  for  making  an 
attack  up  the  valley.  Your  effort  then  will  be  to  form  a  junction  with  Sher- 
man, making  your  advance  well  towards  the  north  end  of  Missionary  Hic]ge,and 
moving  as  near  simultaneously  with  him  as  possible.  The  junction  once  formed 
and  the  ridge  carried,  communication  will  be  at  once  established  between  the 
two  armies  by  roads  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  Further  movements  will 
then  depend  on  those  of  the  enemy. 

"  Lookout  valley,  I  think,  will  be  easily  held  by  Geary's  division  and  what 
troops  you  may  still  have  there  belonging  to  the  old  army  of  the  Cumberland. 
Howard's  corps  can  then  be  held  in  readiness  to  act  either  with  you  at  Chatta- 
nooga or  with  Sherman.  It  should  be  mai'ched  on  Friday  night  to  a  position 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  not  lower  down  than  the  first  pontoon  bridge,  and 
there  held  in  readiness  for  such  orders  as  may  become  necessary. 

"  I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"U.S.GRANT, 
**AIajor  General  Commanding, 
"Major  General  George  H.  Thomas, 

**Com7nanding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Cumberland,** 

Copy  of  a  copy:       ylyi... 

"^^  S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-camp, 


128         EEPOET  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

Howard's  corps  was  moved  from  Lookout  valley  in  accordance  with  the  above, 
being  relieved  in  its  position  by  two  brigades  of  the  first  division  4th  anny 
corps,  moved  up  from  Bridgeport  for  the  purpose. 

The  second  brigade  of  the  second  cavalry  division,  Colonel  Eli  Long,  fourth 
United  States  cavalry,  commanding,  was  directed  by  me  to  follow  up  the  left 
flank  of  General  Sherman's  command,  and,  if  not  required  by  General  Shef- 
man,  to  cross  Chickamauga  creek  and  make  a  raid  upon  the  enemy's  communi- 
cations, and  do  as  much  damage  as  possible. 

The  division  sent  to  support  General  Sherman's  movement  was  the  seeood 
division  14th  army  corps,  Brigadier  General  J.  C.  Davis  commanding,  which 
was  in  position  by  the  morning  of  November  21,  at  the  point  where  the  crow- 
ing of  the  15th  army  corps  was  to  take  place,  General  Davis  reporting  eveiy- 
thing  quiet  and  his  troops  concealed  from  the  enemy's  view. 

Owing  to  a  heavy  rain-storm  which  came  up  on  the  20th  and  continued 
throughout  the  2l8t,  General  Sherman's  troops  could  not  get  into  position  uniH 
the  22?1,  and  even  then  his  rear  division  (Osterhaus's)  was  cut  off  in  Lookout 
valley,  by  the  bridge  at  Brown's  ferry  being  broken  away.  Howard's  corps, 
(the  11th,)  which  had  been  between  the  two  bridges  since  the  20th,  was  moved 
into  Chattanooga  on  the  22d,  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  posted  in  the  in- 
terval between  Wood's  and  Sheridan's  divisions  of  the  4th  corps,  the  movement 
being  made  partly  to  draw  off  the  enemy's  attention  from  General  Shermans 
design,  making  it  appear  that  the  troops  he  (Greneral  Sherman)  was  marching 
up  the  valley  were  re-enforcing  the  town. 

By  the  breaking  of  the  bridge  at  Brown's  ferry,  Greneral  Hooker  was  left  in 
Lookout  valley  with  Geary's  division  of  the  12th  corps,  Osterhaus's  diviaionof 
the  15th  corps,  and  two  brigades  of  the  first  division  4th  army  corps. 

By  reference  to  the  following  communications  received  and  sent,  the  opera- 
tions of  my  command  around  Chattanooga  will  be  fully  explained : 

**  Headquarters  Second  Division  4th  Army  Corps, 

"  Chattanooga^  November  22,  1863. 
"  Colonel:  David  Gardner,  first  lieutenant  company  B,  thirty-seventh  Ten- 
nessee infantry,  Tyler's  brigade,  Bates's  division,  Breckinridge's  corps,  who  resides 
near  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  came  in  last  night  making  the  following  statement: 
*  Buckner's  and  Anderson's  divisions  moved  day  before  yesterday  to  McLe- 
more's  and  Pigeon  coves.  Indications  are  that  a  general  move  is  to  he  made. 
Baggage  is  being  reduced  and  hard  bread  is  being  issued.  Most  of  the  army 
is  massed  between  Bragg's  headquarters  and  Lookout  mountain;  but  few  troops 
on  the  right  of  Bragg's  headquarters.  Reported  yesterday  that  Longstreet 
occupied  Knoxville.  Bragg's  army  now  here  is  composed  of  four  corps,  two  di- 
visions in  each  corps,  four  brigades  in  each  dividjn.  The  carps  are  commanded 
by  Hardee,  Breckinridge,  Walker,  and  Buckner.  Total  strength  about  60,000. 
*  I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"P.  H.  SUERIDAN, 
**Major  GeTieral  Commanding* 
*'  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  S.  Fullerton, 

•M.  A.  G.  and  Chief  of  StaJ,  ith  Army  Corps. 

"  The  movement  to  McLemore's  cove  was  made  to  meet  Sherman,  who  wi» 
expected  to  attack  Stevens's  Gap. 

"P.  H.  8.'* 
True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 
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"Headquarters  Third  Division  4th  Army  Corps, 

"  Chattanooga,  Novetriber  23,  1863 — S^a.  m. 
'•  Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  following  information  obtained 
tin  two  deserters  who  came  inside  the  lines  of  this  division  after  twelve  o'clock 
is  a.  m. 

*•  These  men  state  the  rebel  army  is  retreating.  Say  the  troops  which  passed 
er  the  ridge  yesterday  were  going  to  Chickamauga  station.  They  say  the 
mor  in  camps  was  yesterday  that  by  this  evening  there  would  be  nothing  but 
<jir  pickets  left.  Say  their  wagon  trains  had  been  ordered  in,  (they  had  been 
5pt  to  the  rear  for  foraging  purposes.)  They  fully  corroborate  the  statement 
*  prisoners  received  yesterday  morning  as  to  their  artillery  having  all  left.  I 
tud.  the  prisoners  to  corps  provost  marshal  herewith. 
"  Kospectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"T.J.WOOD, 
** Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V.  Commanding 
and  General  Officer  of  the  day. 
"  Major  FpllbrtOiN,  Assistant  Adjutant  General.'* 

True  copy : 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

Both  of  the  foregoing  were  sent  to  Major  General  Grant  for  his  information, 
id  in  reply  the  following  was  received : 

"Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

'*  Chattanooga,  November  2:^,  1863. 
"General:  The  truth  or  falsity  of  the  deserters  who  came  in  last  night 
atiiig  that  Bragg  had  fallen  back  should  be  ascertained  at  once.     If  he  is 
ally  falling  back,  Sherman  can  commence  at  once  laying  his  pontoon  trains, 
id  we  can  save  a  day. 
"Very  respectfully, 

"U.  S.  GRANT,ifa>r  General. 
«*  Major  General  G.  H.  ThOxMAS, 

•  "CommandiTig  Army  of  the  Cumberland." 

True  copy : 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide  de-Camp. 

I  directed  a  reconnoissance  to  be  made  from  my  front,  as  follows  : 

**  Headquarters  Department  of  Cumberland, 

"  Chattanooga,  November  23,  1863.. 
Major  General  Granger, 

"Commanding  ith  Corps: 
"  The  general  commanding  department  directs  that  you  throw  one  division  of 
e  4th  corps  forward  in  the  direction  of  Orchard  Knob,  and  hold  a  second 
vision  in  supporting  distance,  to  discover  the  position  of  the  enemy  if  he  still 
nains  in  the  vicinity  of  his  old  camps.     Howard's   and  Baird's  commands 

II  be  ready  to  co-operate  If  needed. 

"Kespectfully, 

"J.J.REYNOLDS, 
"  Major  General  and  Chief  of  ^taj." 
True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELKOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de- Camp. 
T 9 
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The  above  resulted  in  our  occnpying  the  enemy's  first  line  of  works  after 
some  resistance  on  his  part.     (See  report  of  the  same,  page  133.) 

During  the  night  the  enemy  on  Lookout  mountain  was  busy  signalling  to  the 
main  force  on  Mission  ridge ;  some  of  his  messages  were  deciphered  by  our 
signal  officers,  of  which  I  give  one  of  the  most  important,  as  follows : 

"11  p.  m. — Hardbb  :  I  observed  from  the  point  the  movements  of  tbeen^ 
my  until  dark.  The  object  seemed  to  be  to  attract  our  attention.  The  troops 
in  sight  were  formed  from  centre  to  left.  Those  on  the  right  moved  to  centre. 
The  troops  from  Raccoon  were  in  line  in  full  sight.  If  they  intend  to  attack, 
my  opinion  is  it  will  be  upon  our  left.     Both  of  their  bridges  are  gone. 

"  General  STEVENSON." 

The  bridges  being  gone,  I  gave  the  following  directions  to  general  Hooker: 

"flEADaUARTERS  DfiPARTMEiNT  OF  GUMBBKLAND, 

**  Chattanooga^  November  23 — 10  p.m. 
**  Major  General  Hooker,  Lookout  Valley  ;• 

"  If  Wood's  division  does  not  get  across  the  river  by  daybreak  he  ib  ordered 
to  report  to  you,  and  in  that  event  the  general  commanding  department  directs 
that  you  endeavor  to  take  the  point  of  Lookout  mountains. 

"  J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
'* Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staf 

Later,  another  despatch  was  sent  to  General  Hooker  to  the  same  effect,  as 
follows : 

<* Headquarters  Department  of  Gumbbrland, 
"  Chattanooga,  Navemher  24 — 12.30  a.  m. 
"  Major  General  Hooker,  Lookout  Valley  : 

"  Intercepted  rebel  despatches  are  to  the  effect  that  rebels  expect  us  to  attack 
them  on  their  lefY  in  the  morning.  General  commanding  desires  that  yon  make 
demonstration  early  as  possible  after  daybreak  on  point  of  Lookout  mountain' 
♦General  Grant  still  hopes  Wood's  division  will  get  across  to  join  ShermlD,  in 
ivhich  case  your  demonstration  will  aid  Sherman's  crossing.  If  Wood  can't 
•eross,  you  can  take  the  point  of  Lookout  if  your  demonstration  develops  ita 
fpracticability. 

"J.J.REYNOLDS. 
''Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staf 

General  Hooker  answered  : 

"Hooker's  Headquarters, 

'* November  24 — 2  a.nb 
"  Major  General  Reynolds,  Chief  of  Staff  : 

**  I  am  just  informed  that  Wood's  division  will  not  be  able  to  cross  the  ri^ 
for  twelve  (12)  hours,  and  in  consequence  have  given  directions  for  it  to  take 
position  for  an  advance  on  Lookout  Nose,  to  be  there  at  sunrise.  That  there 
maybe  no  mistake  as  to  the  crossing,  I  will  send  a  staff  officer  to  ascertain 
positively. 

"Major  General  HOOKEE." 

*  See  explanatory  DOte,  page  133. 
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The  above-mentioped  movement  was  successfully  carried  out ;  (see  my  report 
of  the  same  and  that  of  General  Hooker.)  Simultaneously  General  Sherman 
sncceeded  in  laying  a  pontoon  bridge  at  the  mouth  of  North  Chickamauga  creek, 
and  then  secured  a  lodgement  on  the  northern  extremity  of  Mission  ridge. 

My  instructions  for  the  operations  of  the  25th  were  as  follows  : 

<*HBADaUARTBRS  MILITARY  DiVISIO.V  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

''Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  24,  1864. 
"  General:  General  Sherman  carried  Missionary  rid^i^e  as  far  as  the  tunnel 
with  only  slight  skirmishing.  His  right  now  rests  at  the  tunnel  and  on  top  of 
the  hill ;  his  left  at  Chickamauga  creek.  I  have  instructed  General  Sherman 
to  advance  as  soon  as  it  is  light  in  the  morning,  and  your  attack,  which  will  be 
Bimultaneous,  will  be  in  co-operation.  Your-command  will  either  carry  the  rifle- 
pit«  and  ridge  directly  in  front  of  them,  or  move  to  the  left,  as  the  presence  of 
the  enemy  may  require.  If  Hooker's  present  position  on  the  mountain  can  be 
maintained  with  a  small  force,  and  it  is  found  impracticable  to  carry  the  top 
from  where  he  is,  it  would  be  advisable  for  him  to  move  up  the  valley  with  all 
the  force  he  can  spare,  and  ascend  by  the  first  practicable  road. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"U.  S.  GRANT. 
'* Major  General  Commanding. ^^ 
"  Major  General  George  H.  Thomas, 

"  Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland'* 

True  copy  : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 

I  directed  General  Hooker  to  make  the  following  movement  on  the  25th  : 

"HKADaUARTBKS   DEPARTMENT   OF   THE    CUMBERLAND, 

"  Chattanooga^  November  24,  1863 — 9.30  p.  m. 
••Major  General  Ho(jKER,  Lookout  Valley : 

••  The  general  commanding  department  congratulates  you  most  heartily  upon 
your  glorious  success  to-<lay,  and  desires  that  you  convey  his  warmest  thanks 
to  the  troops  under  your  command  for  their  valorous  conduct.  General  Grant 
Las  just  directed  that  General  Sherman  move  along  Mission  ridge  to-morrow 
with  his  force,  whilst  our  force  advances  to  the  front,  co-operating  with  Sherman, 
and  compelling  the  enemy  to  show  whether  he  occupies  his  rifle-pits  in  our 
Eront.  B^  in  readiness  to  advance  as  early  as  possible  in  the  morning  into 
Chattanooga  valley,  and  seize  and  hold  the  Summertown  road,  and  co-operate 
with  the  14th  corps  by  supporting  its  right.  Map  sent  by  courier  at  eight 
o'clock  this  evening. 

"J.J.REYNOLDS, 
"  Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staffr 

True  copy : 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

At  daylight  on  the  25th  the  enemy  was  found  to  have  withdrawn  completely 
from  Lookout  mountain,  and  our  flag  was  planted  on  the  heights,  where  it  could 
plainly  be  seen  waving  in  the  pure  morning  air  by  the  troops  in  the  valley 
below. 

My  orders  of  the  evening  before  were  then  repeated  to  General  Hooker  by 
signal  and  by  an  aide-de-camp,  and  were  as  follows : 
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^'Headquarters  Department  of  Ccmbnrland, 
''November  25,  1863— 8  a.m. 
"  Major  General  Hooker  : 

"Leave  Carlin's  brigade  at  Summertown  road  to  rejoin  General  Palmer.  More 
with  the  remainder  of  your  force,  except  two  regiments  to  hold  Lookout,  on  ihe 
Rossville  road  towards  Mission  ridge,  looking  well  to  your  right  flank.      • 
"By  command  of  General  Thomas. 

"  J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
''Major  General  and  Chi^fof  Stagr 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide- de-Camp, 

Later  I  sent  the  following,  (signal:) 

"Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
"  Orchard  Knob,  November  25,  1863. 
"  Major  General  Hooker  : 

"  I  wish  you  and  General  Palmer  to  move  forward  firmly  and  steadily  upon  die 
enemy's  works  in  front,  using  General  bheridan  as  a  pivot. 

"GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

^'Major  General:' 
(Passed  through  Mission  signal  station  at  10  a.m.) 

The  result  is  shown  in  my  official  report  dated  December  1,  1863. 


explanatory  note  regarding  the  capture  of  lookout  mountain. 

"When  it  became  evident,  by  the  breakiDg  of  the  Brown's  Ferry  bridge,  that  Wood's  divi'jioa 
(Geu(iral  Osterbuus,  its  couiuiunder,  beiu^  absent,)  could  not  cross  to  join  General  SkenuiQi 
1  received  tiie  following  communication  trom  General  Grant : 

"Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

**  Chattanooga,  November  22,  1863. 

**  General  :  The  bridge  at  Brown's  ferry  beine  down  to-day,  and  the  excessively  bad  rosdi 
since  the  last  rain,  will  render  it  impossible  for  Sherman  to  get  up  cither  of  his  two  remaining 
divisions  in  time  for  the  attack  to-morrow  morning.  With  one  of  them  up,  and  which  would 
have  been  tliere  now  but  for  the  accident  to  the  bridge,  1  would  still  make  the  attack  in  ll>> 
moining,  rearaiding  a  day  gained  as  of  superior  advantage  to  a  single  division  of  troops 
You  can  make  your  arrangements  for  this  delay. 
"Very  respectfully, 

**U.  S.  GRANT.  Major  Gemerd. 
"  Major  General  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

*'  Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland." 

True  copy:  8.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Axde-dt-Camf- 

Feeling  as  I  did  the  necessity  of  avoiding  delay  for  fear  the  enemy  should  become  advi^ 
of  our  plans,  iumiediatelv  upon  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter  1  went  to  General  Graut  itu^ 
advi.M'd  against  any  furtlier  postponement  of  our  movement,  and  suggested  that,  if  iieed*^ 
the  11th  cori)8,  then  between  the  two  bridges,  could  be  sent  to  General  Sherman  to  take 
the  place  of  the  troops  that  could  not  join  him,  whilst  these  last,  together  with  the  troops 
already  in  Lookout  valley,  would  form  a  column  to  attack  the  enemy  on  Lookout  nionntaiD, 
or  at  least  divert  his  attention  from  Sherman's  crossing  above.  This  met  the  approbatioD 
of  the  comniauding  general,  and  on  it  was  based  my  order  of  the  23d  to  General  Uooker  to 
demonstrate  on  Lookout,  and,  if  practicable,  to  carry  the  position. 
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OPERATIONS  AROUND  CHATTANOOGA. 

HEADaUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  CUMBERLAND, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee^  December  7,  1863. 

Gknbral  :  The  following  operations  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  since 
the  3l8t  October  are  respectfully  Fubmitted  to  the  major  general  commanding. 

As  soon  as  communication  with  Bridgeport  had  been  made  secure  and  the 
{aestioQ  of  supplying  the  army  at  this  point  rendered  certain,  preparations 
irere  at  once  commenced  for  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position  in  our  im- 
nediate  front  on  Lookout  mountain  and  Missionary  ridge,  and,  if  possible,  to 
lend  a  force  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville.  To  enable  me  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
Tom  the  threatening  position  he  had  assumed  in  onr  front,  guns  of  a  heavier 
mlibre  than  those  with  the  army  were  needed;  also  additional  means  for  cross- 
Dg  the  Tennessee  river.  Brigadier  General  Brannan,  chief  of  artillery,  was 
lirected  to  send  for  the  necessary  number  of  guns  and  ammunition,  and  after 
insulting  with  Brigadier  General  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  to  prepare  the 
latteries  for  the  guns  on  their  arrival.  Whilst  awaiting  the  arrival  uf  the  guns 
ind  ammunition,  work  was  prosecuted  on  the  fortifications  around  the  town. 
[n  addition  to  his  duties  of  superintending  the  work  on  the  fortifications.  General 
Jmith  pushed  vigorously  the  construction  of  two  pontoon  bridges  to  be  used  in 
lie  execution  of  the  movements  which  were  determined  upon  as  necessary  to  a 
uctessful  dislodgement  of  the  enemy. 

Guerillas  having  become  somewhat  troublesome  to  the  northeast  of  McMinn- 
rille,  and  east  of  the  Caney  fork  of  the  Cumberland,  Brigadier  General  Elliott, 
jhief  of  cavalry,  was  ordered,  November  14,  to  establish  his  headquarters  with 
he  first  division  of  cavalry  at  or  near  Alexandria,  and  employ  the  division  in 
mnting  up  and  exterminating  these  marauders.  General  Elliott  reached  Alex- 
indria  on  the  18th.  On  the  27th  he  reports  that  his  scouts  met  those  of  Burn- 
ode  on  Flint  ridge,  east  of  Sparta,  and  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brownlow,  with 
letachments  from  the  firat  East  Tennessee  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  cavalry, 
ittacked  the  rebel  Colonel  Murry  on  the  21st,  at  Sparta,  killing  one,  wounding 
wo,  and  capturing  ten  (10)  of  the  enemy,  including  a  lieutenant  of  Champ 
5*erguson's.  He  also  captured  a  few  horses,  some  ammunition,  and  destroyed 
txtensive  salt-works  used  by  the  rebels. 

A  company  of  scouts,  under  Captain  Brixie,  also  encountered  a  party  of 
nierillas  near  Beersheba  springs,  capturing  fifteen  or  twenty  and  dispersing 
he  rest.  ^ 

Brigadier  General  R.  S.  Granger  reports  from  Nashville,  November  2,  that  a 
Qixed  command,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sculley,  first  Middle  Tennessee  in- 
antry,  sent  out  from  Niishville,  attacked  Hawkins  and  other  guerilla  chiefs, 
oated  and  pursued  them  to  Ceiitreville,  where  Hawkins  made  another  stand, 
ittacking  our  forces  while  crossing  the  river.  Hawkins  was  again  routed  and 
mrsued  until  his  forces  dispersed.  Rebel  loss  from  fifteen  to  twenty  killed  and 
lixty-six  prisoners.  Our  loss,  one  severely  and  several  slightly  w<mnded. 
igain,  on  November  4,  that  Major  Fitzgibbon,  fourteenth  Michigan  infantry, 
iame  upon  the  combined  forces  of  Cooper,  Kirk,  Williams  and  Scott,  (guerillas,) 
It  Lawrenceburg,  thirty-five  miles  from  Columbia,  that  morning,  and  after  a 
levere  hand-to-hand  fight  defeated  them,  killing  eight,  wounding  seven,  and 
fiapturing  twenty-four  (24)  prisoners,  among  the  latter  one  captain  and  two 
ieutenants.  Major  Fitzgibbon's  loss  was  three  men  slightly  wounded  and  eight 
lorses  killed.     He  reports  the  enemy  400  strong,  and  his  force  120. 

Koptmber  13. — Captain  Cutler,  with  one  company  of  mounted  infantry  and 
\  portion  of  Whitmore's  battery,  mounted  infantry,  belonging  to  the  garrison 
►f  Clarksville,  had  a  fight,  near  Palmyra,  with  CaptaJu  (ji^y'^  Q,Ci\fiL>^^w^  ^H. 
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guerillas,  killing  two,  wounding  five,  and  taking  one  prisoner.     CuderV  loa 
was  one  lieutenant,  and  one  man  wounded. 

November  16. — A  scout  was  organized  by  Brigadier  General  Payne,  and 
sent  out  from  Gallatin  and  Lavergne.  They  report  having  killed  five  and 
captured  twenty-six  guerillas,  with  horses,  sheep,  cattle  and  hogs  in  their  pos- 
session, collected  for  the  use  of  the  rebel  army. 

November  17. — Brigadier  General  Crook  was  ordered  to  concentrate  his 
division  (second  cavalry  division)  at  or  near  Huntsville,  Alabama,  to  patrol  the 
north  side  of  the  Tennessee  river  from  Decatur  to  Bridgeport,  and  to  hunt  op 
bands  of  guerillas  reported  to  be  roaming  about  in  that  region,  arresting  and 
robbing  Union  citizens. 

General  Crook  reports,  on  the  21st,  that  an  expedition  sent  down  the  Ten- 
nessee had  destroyed  nine  (9)  boats  between  Whitesburg  and  Decatur,  some 
of  them  sixty  feet  long. 

The  expedition  crossed  the  river  and  drove  off  the  rebels,  taking  their  boats. 
From  the  best  information  to  be  obtained,  there  were  two  small  regiments  of 
cavalry  and  one  battery  on  the  other  side  doing  picket  duty.  Lee  and  Roddj 
reported  as  having  gone  to  Mississippi 

Major  General  Sherman,  commanding  army  of  the  Tennessee,  having  been 
ordered  with  the  ]5th  corps  to  this  point,  to  participate  in  the  operations  against 
the  enemy,  reached  Bridgeport  with  two  divisions  on  the  16th  November.  He 
came  to  the  front  himself,  and  having?  examined  the  ground,  expressed  himself 
confident  of  his  ability  to  execute  his  share  of  the  work.  The  plan  of  opera- 
tions was  then  written  out  substantially  as  follows :  Sherman  wiih  the  15th 
corps,  strengthened  with  one  division  from  my  command,  was  to  effect  a  crossing 
of  the  Tennessee  liver,  just  below  the  month  of  the  south  Chickamauga, on 
Saturday,  November  21,  at  daylight,  his  crossing  to  be  protected  by  artilleiy 
planted  on  the  heights  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  After  crossing  his  force 
he  was  to  carry  the  heights  of  Missionary  ridge  from  their  northern  extremity 
to  about  the  railroad  tunnel  before  the  enemy  could  concentrate  a  force  against 
him.  I  was  to  co-operate  with  Sherman  by  concentrating  my  troops  in  Chat- 
tanooga valley  on  my  left  flank,  leaving  only  the  necessary  force  to  defend  the 
fortifications  on  the  right  and  centre,  with  a  movable  column  of  one  division  in 
readiness  to  move  wherever  ordered.  This  division  was  to  show  itself  as 
threateningly  as  possible  on  the  most  practicable  line  for  making  an  attack  np 
the  valley.  I  was  then  to  effect  a  junction  with  Sherman,  making  my  advance 
from  the  left,  well  towards  the  north  end  of  Missionary  ridge,  and  moving  as 
nearly  simultaneously  with  Sherman  as  possible.  The  junction  once  formed 
and  the  ridge  carried,  communication  would  be  at  once  established  between  the 
two  armies  by  roads  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  Further  movements  tode-  . 
pend  on  those  of  the  enemy.  Lookout  valley  was  to  be  held  by  Geary's  divi- 
sion and  the  two  brigades  <»f  the  4th  corps  ordered  to  co-operate  with  him;  the 
whole  under  command  of  General  Hooker.  Howard's  corps  was  to  be  held  in 
readiness  to  act  either  with  my  troops  at  Chattanooga  or  with  General  She^ 
man's,  and  was  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  on  Friday  night  on  the  north si^ 
of  the  Tennessee,  near  the  first  pontoon  bridge,  and  there  held  in  readiness  for 
such  orders  as  might  become  necessary.  General  Smith  commenced  at  once  to 
collect  his  pontoons  and  material  for  bridges  in  the  north  Chickamauga  creek, 
preparatory  to  the  crossing  of  Sherman's  troops,  proper  precautious  being  taken 
that  the  enemy  should  not  discover  the  movement. 

General  Sherman  then  returned  to  Bridgeport  to  direct  the  movements  of  hi* 
troops. 

On  the  lGth,Colonel  Long,  commandingsecond  brigade  second  division  cavalry 
command,  was  ordered  to  report  at  Chattanooga  on  Saturday  the  Slst  at  noon,  th6 
intention  being  for  him  to  follow  up  the  left  flank  of  Sherman's  troops,  and  if  not 
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required  by  Greneral  Sherman  he  was  to  cross  the  Cbickamaoga,  make  a  raid 
upon  the  enemy's  communications  and  do  as  much  damage  as  possible.  Owing 
to  a  heavy  rain-storm  commencing  on  Friday,  20tb  instant,  and  lasting  all  the 
Slst,  General  Sherman  was  not  able  to  get  his  troops  in  position  in  time  to  com- 
meuce  operations  on  Saturday  morning  as  he  expected.  Learning  that  the  en- 
emy had  discovered  Sherman's  movements  across  Lookout  valley,  it  was  thought 
"best  that  General  Howard  should  cross  over  into  Chattanooga,  thus  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  with  the  intention  of  leading  him  to  suppose  that  the 
troops  he  had  observed  moving  were  re-enforcing  Chattanooga,  and  thereby  con- 
cealing the  real  movements  of  Sherman.  Accordingly,  Howard's  corps  was 
crossed  into  Chattanooga  on  Sunday  and  took  up  a  position  in  full  view  of  the 
enemy.  In  consequence  of  the  baa  condition  of  the  roads.  General  Sherman's 
troops  wore  occupied  all  of  Sunday  in  getting  into  position.  In  the  mean  time 
the  river  having  risen,  both  pontoon  bridges  were  broken  by  rafts  sent  down  the 
river  by  the  enemy,  cutting  off  Osterhaus's  division  from  the  balance  of  Sherman's 
troops.  It  was  thought  th.it  this  would  delay  us  another  day,  but  during  the 
night  of  the  22d  two  deserters  reported  Bragg  had  fallen  back,  and  that  there 
"was  only  a  strong  picket  line  in  our  front.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  I 
received  a  note  from  the  major  general  commanding,  directing  me  to  ascertain 
by  a  demonstration  the  truth  or  falsity  of  this  report.  Orders  were  accordingly 
given  to  General  Granger,  commanding  the  4th  corps,  to  form  his  troops  and  to 
advance  directly  in  front  of  Fort  Wood,  and  thus  develop  the  strength  of  the  en- 
emy. General  Palmer,  commanding  1 4th  corps,  was  directed  to  support  Gen- 
eral Granger's  right,  with  Baird's  division  refused  in  echelon.  Johnson's  division 
to  be  held  in  readiness,  under  arms,  in  the  intrenchments,  to  re-enforce  at  any 
point.  Howard's  corps  wjis  formed  en  mass  b«4iind  the  centre  of  Granger's 
corps.  The  two  divisions  of  Granger's  corps,  Sheridan's  and  Wood's,  were  formed 
in  front  of  Fort  Wood,  Sheridan  on  the  right.  Wood  on  the  left,  and  his  left  ex- 
tending nearly  to  Citico  creek.  The  formation  being  completed,  about  two 
S.  m.  the  troops  were  advanced  steadily  and  with  rapidity  directly  to  the  front, 
riving  before  them  first  the  rebel  pickets,  then  their  reserves,  and  falling  upon 
their  grand  guards  stationed  in  their  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  capturing  something 
over  two  hundred  men,  and  secured  themselves  in  their  new  position  before  the 
enemy  had  sufficiently  recovered  from  h  s  surprise  to  attempt  to  send  re-enforce- 
ments from  his  main  camp.  Orders  were  then  given  to  General  Granger  to 
make  his  position  secure  by  constructing  temporary  breastworks  and  throwing 
out  strong  pickets  to  his  front. 

Howard's  corps  was  moved  up  on  his  left  flank  with  the  snme  instructions, 
and  Bridge's  Illinois  battery  was  placed  in  position  on  Orchard  Knob  ;  the  troops 
remained  in  that  position  for  the  night.  The  Tennessee  river  having  risen  con- 
siderably from  the  effect  of  the  previous  heavy  rain-storm,  it  was  found  diffi- 
cult to  rebuild  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Brown's  ferry.  Therefore  it  was  determined 
that  General  Hooker  should  take  Osterhaus's  division,  which  was  still  in  Look- 
out valley,  Geary's  division  12th  corps,  and  Whittaker's  and  Grose's  brigades, 
of  the  first  division  4th  corps,  undo.-  Brigadier  General  Cruft,  and  make  a  strong 
demonstration  on  the  northern  slojie  of  Lookout  mountain,  for  the  purpose  of 
attracting  the  enemy's  attention  in  that  direction,  and  thus  withdrawing  him  from 
Sherman  whilst  crossing  the  Tennessee  at  the  mouth  of  the  south  Chicka- 
mauga.  General  Hooker  was  instructed  that  in  making  this  demonstration,  if  he 
discovered  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy  would  j  ustify  him  in  attempt- 
ing to  carry  the  point  of  the  mountain,  to  do  so. 

By  four  p.  m.,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  General  Hooker  reported  his  troops 
in  position  and  ready  to  advance.  Finding  T^)okout  creek  so  much  swollen  as 
to  be  impassable,  he  sent  Geary's  division  4th  corps  to  cross  the  creek  at  Wau- 
hatchie  and  work  down  on  the  right  bank,  whilst  he  employed  the  remainder  of 
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Lis  force  in  constructing  temporary  bridges  across  tlie  creek  on  tlie  main  road. 
The  enemy  being  attracted  by  the  force  on  the  road,  did  not  observe  the  moTe- 
ments  of  Geary  until  his  column  was  directly  on  his  left  and  threatened  hip  rear. 
Hooker's  movements  were  facilitated  by  the  heavy  mist  which  overhung  tlie 
mountain,  enabling  Geary  to  get  into  position  without  attracting  attention. 
Finding  himself  vigorously  pursued  by  a  strong  column  on  his  left  and  rear.tbe 
enemy  began  to  fall  back  with  rapidity,  but  his  resistance  was  obstinate  and  tbe 
entire  point  of  the  mountain  was  not  gained  until  about  two  p.  m.,  when  Gen- 
eral Hooker  reported  by  signal  and  telegraph  that  he  had  carried  the  mountain 
as  far  as  the  road  from  Chattanooga  valley  to  the  White  House.  Soon  after  bi* 
main  column  coming  up,  his  line  was  extended  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  near 
the  mouth  of  Chattanooga  creek.  His  right  being  still  strongly  resisted  by  tbe 
enemy,  was  re-enforced  by  Carlin*s  brigade,  first  division  14th  corps,  whicb  ar- 
rived at  the  White  House  about  five  p.  m.,  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  contat 
still  going  on  at  that  point.  Continuous  and  heavy  skirmishing  was  kept  up  in 
Hooker's  front  until  ten  at  night,  when  there  was  an  unusual  quietness  along 
our  whole  front. 

With  llie  aid  of  the  steamer  Dunbar,  which  had  been  put  in  condition  and  wnt 
up  the  river  at  daylight  of  the  24th,  General  Sherman  by  eleven  a.  m.  had  crossed 
three  divisions  of  the  1 5th  corps  and  was  ready  to  advance  as  soon  as  Davis's  di- 
vision 14th  corps  commenced  crossing.  Colonel  Long,  commanding  second  bri- 
gade, second  division  cavalry,  was  then  directed  to  move  up  at  once,  follow 
Sherman's  advance  closely  and  proceed  to  carry  out  his  instructions  of  thedaj 
before,  if  not  required  by  General  Sherman  to  support  his  left  fiank.  Howard's 
corps  moved  to  the  left  about  nine  a.  ra.,  and  communicated  with  Sherman'a 
troops  about  noon.  Instructions  were  sent  to  General  Hooker  to  be  ready  to  ad- 
vance on  the  morning  of  ihe  25th  from  his  position  on  the  point  of  Lookout 
mountain,  to  the  Summertown  road,  and  endeavor  to  intercept  the  enemy's  re- 
treat, if  he  had  not  already  withdrawn,  which  he  was  to  ascertain  by  pushing  a 
reconnoissance  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

The  reconnoissance  was  made  as  directed,  and  having  discovered  that  the  en- 
emy had  evacuated  during  the  night,  General  Hooker  was  then  directwl  to  move 
on  the  Itot^8vilie  road  with  the  troops  under  his  command  against  Rossville,  carrj 
that  pass  and  operate  upon  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy's  position  on  Mi**iott 
ridge.  Palmer's  and  Granger's  troops  wore  held  iu  readiness  to  advance  di- 
rectly on  the  rifle  pits  in  their  front  as  soon  as  Hooker  could  get  into  j)ositioa 
at  llossville.  In  retiring  on  tlie  night  of  the  24th,  the  enemy  had  destroyed  the 
bridges  over  Chattanooga  creek,  on  the  road  leading  from  Lookout  mountain  to 
Bossville,  and,  hi  consequence.  General  Hooker  was  delayed  until  after  two 
o'clock  p.  m.  in  effecting  the  crossing  of  Chattanooga  creek.  About  noon  Gen- 
eral Sherman  becoming  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy,  they  having  niJiswd 
a  strong  force  in  his  front,  orders  were  given  for  General  Baird  to  march  hi*  di- 
vision within  8upj>orling  distance  of  General  Sherman ;  moving  his  command 
promptly  in  the  direction  indicated,  he  was  placed  in  position  to  the  left  of 
Wood's  division  of  Granger's  corps.  Owing  to  the  difficulties  of  the  gnmnd,  hi* 
troops  did  not  get  in  line  with  Granger's  mail  about  half  past  two  p.  m. ;  ordew 
were  then  given  him  to  move  forward  on  Granger's  left,  and  within  supporting 
distance,  against  the  enemy's  rifle  pits  on  the  slope  and  at  the  foot  of  Missionary 
ridge.  The  whole  line  then  advanced  against  the  breastworks  and  soon  becainfi 
warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy's  skini.ishers.  These  giving  way  retired  upon 
their  reserves,  posted  within  their  works,  our  troops  advancing  steadily  in  a  con- 
tinuous line.  The  enemy,  seized  with  panic,  abandoned  the  wcnks  at  the  footof 
the  hill  and  retreated  precipitately  to  the  crest,  where  they  were  closely  followed 
by  our  troops,  who,  apparently  inspired  by  the  impulse  of  victory,  carried  llw 
hill  simultaneously  at  six  different  points,  and  so  closely  upon  the  heeb  of  tbe 
enemy  that  many  of  them  were  taken  prisoners  iu  the  trenches. 
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We  captnred  all  their  cannon  and  ammunition  before  they  could  be  removed 
>r  deBtrojed.  After  halting  for  a  few  moments  to  reorganize  the  troops,  who  had 
become  somewhat  scattered  in  the  assault  of  the  hill,  General  Sheridan  pushed 
Toward  in  pursuit,  and  drove  those  in  his  front  who  escaped  capture  across  Chick- 
imauga  creek.  Generals  Wood  and  Baird  being  obstinately  resisted  by  re-en- 
Porcemcnts  from  the  enemy's  extreme  right,  continued  fighting  until  darkness 
set  in,  slowly  but  steadily  drivhig  the  enemy  before  them. 

In  moving  upon  Rossville,  General  Hooker  encountered  Stuart's  division  and 
>tber  troops.  Finding  his  left  flank  threatened,  Stuart  attempted  to  escape, 
3y  retreating  towards  Graysville,  but  some  of  his  forces,  finding  their  retreat  from 
that  quarter  threatened,  retired  in  disorder  towards  their  right  along  the  crest  of 
;be  ridge,  where  they  were  met  by  another  portion  of  General  Hooker's  com- 
mand, and  were  driven  by  these  troops  in  the  face  of  Johnson's  division  of  Pal- 
mer's corps,  by  whom  they  were  nearly  all  made  prisoners. 

On  the  26th  the  enemy  were  pursued  by  Hooker  and  Johnson's  divisions  of 
Palmer's  corps,  surprising  a  portion  of  their  rear  guard  near  Graysville  after 
aightfall,  capturing  three  (3)  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  prisoners. 
General  Granger's  command  returned  to  Chattanooga  with  instructions  to  pre- 
pare and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  orders  to  re-enforce  General  Burnside 
It  Knoxville. 

The  pursuit  was  continued  on  the  27th,  capturing  an  additional  piece  of  ar- 
tillery at  Graysville.  Hooker's  advance  encountered  the  enemy  posted  in  the 
pass  through  Taylor's  ridge  at  Ringold,  who,  after  obstinate  resistance  of  an  hour, 
were  driven  from  the  pass,  with  considerable  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  prison- 
ers. Our  loss  was  also  heavy.  A  large  quantity  of  forage  and  some  additional 
caissons  and  ammunition  were  captured  at  Ringold. 

Colonel  Long  returned  to  Chattanooga  from  his  expedition  and  reported  ver- 
bally that  on  the  24th  he  reached  Tyner's  station,  destroying  the  enemy's  for- 
age and  rations  at  that  place ;  also  some  c^rs,  doing  considerable  injury  to  the 
railroad.  He  then  proceeded  to  Oottowah,  where  he  captured  and  destroyed 
lome  wagons  loaded  with  forage ;  from  thence  he  proceeded  to  Cleveland,  re- 
maining there  one  day,  destroyed  their  copper-rolling  mill  and  a  large  depot  of 
commissary  and  ordnance  stores.  Being  informed  that  a  train  of  the  enemy's 
wagons  was  near  Charleston  on  the  Hiawassee,  and  was  probably  unable  to  cross 
the  river  on  account  of  the  break  in  their  pontoon  bridge,  after  a  few  hours'  rest, 
be  pushed  forward  with  a  hope  of  being  able  to  destroy  them,  but  found  on 
reacliing  Charleston  that  the  enemy  had  repaired  their  bridge  and  had  crossed 
their  train  safely,  and  were  prepared  to  defend  the  crossing  with  one  or  two  pieces 
3f  artillery,  supported  by  an  infantry  force,  on  the  northern  bank.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Cleveland  and  damaged  the  railroad  for  five  or  six  miles  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Dal  ton,  and  then  returned  to  Chattanooga. 

On  the  28th  General  Hooker  was  ordered  by  General  Grant  to  remain  at  Rin- 
gold until  the  30th,  and  so  emj)loy  his  troops  as  to  cover  the  movements  of 
General  Sherman,  who  had  received  orders  to  march  his  force  to  the  relief  of 
Burnside,  by  way  of  Cleveland  and  Loudon.  Palmer's  corps  was  detached  from 
the  force  under  Genernl  Hooker  and  returned  to  Chattanooga. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  foregoing  report  that  the  original  plan  of  opera- 
tions was  somewhat  modified,  to  meet  and  take  the  best  advantage  of  emergen- 
cies, which  necessitated  material  modifications  of  that  plan.  It  is  believed,  how- 
ever, that  the  original  plan,  had  it  be-U  carried  out,  could  not  possibly  have  led 
to  more  successful  results.  The  alacrity  and  intelligence  displayed  by  officers 
in  executing  their  orders,  the  enthusiasm  and  spirit  displayed  by  the  men  who 
iid  the  work,  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated  by  the  nation,  for  the  defence  of 
which  they  have  on  so  many  other  memorable  occasions  nobly  and  patriotically 
exposed  their  lives  in  battle. 
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Howard's  (11th)  corps  having  joined  Sherman  on  the  24th,  his  operations 
from  that  date  will  be  inchided  in  Sherman's  report.  Also  those  of  Brigadier 
General  J.  C.  Davis,  second  division  14tlj  corps,  who  reported  to  Sherman  for 
duty  on  the  2l8t. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  U,  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U,  S.  V,  Commanding, 
Brigadier  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D,  C. 

^^°  *^»Py  =  S.  C.  KELLOGG. 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide -de- Camp. 


Hbadquartrrs  Chief  of  Artillery,  D.  C, 

Cha,ttanooga,  Tenn.,  December  5,  1863. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  major 
general  commanding  the  department,  the  following  report  of  the  operatioDS  of 
the  artillery  in  my  charge  during  the  recent  battle  of  Chattanooga,  November 
23,  24,  and  25 : 

With  considerable  difficulty,  owing  to  the  deficiency  in  transportation,  I  ex- 
ceeded in  getting  sixteen  (16)  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  into  position  on  the 
line  of  works,  in  addition  to  the  two  (2)  30-pounder  Parrotts  already  in  Fort 
Wood,  by  the  22d  November — four  (4)  4j-inch  Rodman  guns,  with  the  two  (2) 
30-pounder  Parrotts,  being  in  Fort  Wood  on  the  extreme  left ;  four  (4)  20-poun(ler 
Parrotts  in  Fort  Cheatham,  and  four  (4)  4j-inch  Rodman  guns  in  Battery 
Roudseau,  on  the  centre,  and  four  (4)  20-pouuder  Parrotts  in  Fort  Sheridau,  on 
the  right. 

These  forts  occupied  prominent  positions  on  the  line,  the  guns  commanding 
the  rebel  intreuchments  at  the  foot  of  Missionary  ridge  and  L  >okout  mountain, 
and  sweeping  the  level  ground  in  their  front.  In  addition  to  the  heavy  guns 
on  the  liue  of  intreuchments,  by  the  night  of  the  23d  I  had  two  (2)  20  pounder 
Parrotts  on  Moccasin  Point,  a  point  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  commanding 
the  approach  to  Lookout  mountain  on  its  most  northern  extremity  ;  three  (3) 
guns,  with  the  tenth  Indiana  battery  and  the  eighteenth  Ohio  battery,  under 
Captain  W.  A.  Naylor,  (tenth  Indiana  battery,)  subsequently  did  good  service 
during  Hooker's  assault  on  Lookout  mountain,  rendering  it  impracticable  ^f^^ 
the  rebels  to  concentrate  on  the  north  side  of  the  mountain  to  resist  his  b\uA' 

The  tenth  Indiana  and  eighteenth  Ohio  batteries  had  previously  been  at*- 
tioned  on  this  point  for  some  weeks,  and  had  succeeded  in  cutting  off,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  enemy's  communication  with  Lookout  mountain  by  the  northern 
route.  I  had  also  seven  (7)  field  batteries  on  the  line,  viz  :  C  and  M,  first  regi' 
ment  Illinois  volunteer  artillery;  M,  first  regiment  Missouri  artillery;  Fand6» 
first  Ohio  volunteer  artillery  ;  sixth  Ohio  and  seventh  Indiana  batteries,  so  ar- 
ranged at  the  defensible  points  as  to  insure  a  safe  retreat  should  the  attacking 
line  be  repulsed. 

On  the  night  of  the  23d  I  had  the  following  batteries  placed  in  position  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  at  four  (4)  several  points,  to  cover  the  crossing  of 
General  Sherman's  command  and  prevent  a  force  moving  to  oppose  him  until 
he  had  taken  up  position  and  established  connexions  with  our  left,  viz :  Com- 
pany C,  first  regiment  Ohio  volunteer  artillery.  Captain  Gary ;  company  B,  first 
regiment  Ohio  volunteer  artillery.  Lieutenant  Baldwin ;  company  B,  first  regi- 
ment Illinois  volunteer  artillery.  Captain  Rumscy  ;  company  F,  first  regiment 
Illinois  volunteer  artillery,  Captain  Cheeney ;  company  H,  first  regiment  Illi- 
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nois  volunteer  artillery,  LientcDaDt  De  Grass ;  compaDy  I,  first  regiment  Illi- 
nois volunteer  artillery,  Lieutenant  Burton;  twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  battery, 
Lieutenant  McDowell ;  thirteenth  New  Lock  battery.  Captain  Wheeler ;  twelfth 
Wisconsin  battery,  Captain  Zackerick ;  CasswelPs  Illinois  battery.  Captain 
Casswell.  These  batteries  were  under  the  din  ctions  of  Colonel  James  Bar- 
nett,  first  regiment  Ohio  volunteer  artillery,  commanding  first  division  artillery 
reserve,  and  Colonel  Taylor,  chief  of  artillery  of  General  Sherman's  command, 
and  from  their  commanding:  positions  were  well  calculated  to  effect  the  purpose 
for  which  they  were  intended. 

Everything  could  have  been  in  position  by  the  morning  of  the  20th,  but  the 
eontemplated  attack  having  bijen  postponed,  it  was  unnecessary  to  make  a  final 
disposition  of  the  guns  until  the  night  of  the  22d. 

At  about  12  m.  on  the  23d  instant  I  opened  with  the  heavy  guns  from  all 
points  of  the  line  on  the  rebel  positions  at  the  f  >ot  of  Missionary  ridge  and  the 
east  side  of  Lookout  mountain  with  some  effect,  in  many  instances  driving  the 
enemy  from  their  camps  and  line  of  works.  At  3  p.  m.  on  the  following  day  I 
ordered  a  section  of  10-pounder  Parrotts  to  be  placed  at  the  "  Tannery,"  com- 
manding the  valley  road  and  Chattanooga  creek,  where  it  subsequently  did 
good  service. 

About  1  p.  m.  on  the  23d  the  infantry  advanced  under  cover  of  the  guns  and 
carried  the  rebel  rifle-pits  situated  about  one  and  a  half  mile  to  our  front. 
Such  batteries  as  could  be  mounted  were  immediately  thrown  out  on  "  Orchard 
Knoll,"  ••  Brush  Knob,"  and  such  other  elevations  as  the  country  afforded 

With  the  assistance  of  General  Sherman,  who  furnished  me  with  horses  for 
three  (3)  batteries,  (the  battery  horses  of  the  D.  C.  having  either  died  or  be- 
come so  emaciated  from  starvation  as  to  render  but  few  of  them  fit  for  service,) 
I  had  succeeded  in  mounting  seven  (7)  batteries ;  four,  (4,)  however,  were  only 
brought  into  action.  These  did  excellent  service  during  the  attack  of  the  25th 
instant,  as,  being  in  easy  range  of  the  rebel  intrenchments,  they  did  considera- 
ble execution,  and  aided  materially  in  forcing  the  enemy  to  abandon  those 
works. 

On  the  24th  Sherman  crossed  the  river  and  formed  a  junction  with  Howard 
near  Citico  creek,  the  batteries  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  effectually  pre- 
venting any  masses  of  troops  intercepting  them.  It  was,  however,  found  too 
hazardous  to  endeavor  to  enfilade  the  rebel  line  from  these  batteries,  as  was  at 
first  purposed,  our  troops  being  in  such  close  proximity. 

During  the  24th  and  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  guns  of  Forts  Wood  and 
Cheatham  opened  on  all  bodies  of  troops  observed  to  be  concentrating  or  mov- 
ing on  Missionary  ridge,  distance  2J  miles,  sometimes  with  good  effect.  At 
about  2.30  p.  m.,  on  the  25th  instant,  the  line  made  the  advance  that  ultimately 
resulted  in  carrying  the  enemy's  position  ;  the  guns  from  the  intrenchments 
continued  to  play  on  the  rebel  lines  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge  until  the  proximity 
of  our  troops  rendered  such  fire  dangerous,  when  they  turned  their  attention  to 
the  crest  of  Missionary  ridge,  and  made  some  excellent  practice  on  the  rebel 
troops  moving  on  that  position. 

This  engagement  has  proved  beyond  doubt  the  utter  worthlessness  of  the 
projectile  known  as  the  Rodman  projectile,  furnished  the  4 J- inch  Rodman  guns, 
and  unless  other  and  better  projectiles  be  obtained  I  consider  that  these  guns 
will  be  little  better  than  useless. 

There  is  a  radical  defect  in  the  fuze  of  the  shells  furnished  this  department, 
which  I  believe  to  originate  in  the  irregularity  of  their  composition,  rendering 
the  explosion  of  the  shell  at  the  calculated  time  very  uncertain.  I  have  also 
remarked  that  the  partitions  in  the  fuzes  are  very  thin,  and  liable  to  burst,  then 
causing  the  explosion  of  the  shell  in  a  shorter  period  than  the  time  for  which 
the  fuze  was  cut. 
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In  fact,  tlie  entire  practice  with  shell  was  veiy  unsatisfactory,  the  shells 
either  exploding  too  soon  or  not  at  all. 

The  following  guns,  carriages,  caissons,  limbers,  and  ammunition  were  cap- 
tured from  the  rebels  during  the  engagement  of  the  24th  and  25th,  and  subse- 
quent pursuit  of  the  enemy : 

By  General  Davis's  division  at  Ghickamauga  station 2  24-pr.  guns 

By  General  Geary's  division  on  Lookout  mountain 2  field  pieces 

By  General  Osterhau'ss  division  on  Missionary  ridge 1     **         " 

By  General  Wood's  division  on  Missionary  ridge 12    "         " 

By  General  Sheridan's  division  on  Missionary  ridge 6     " 

By  General  Johnson's  division  at  Grays ville   • .       4    " 

By  General  Baird's  division  on  Missionary  ridge 1     " 

Claimed  by  Generals  Baird   and  Wood 6    " 

Claimed  by  Generals  Wuod  and  Sheridan 6    " 


Total,  (2  heavy  guns,  and  38  field  pieces) . 

19  carriages  for  light  12-pounder  guns. 

4  carriages  for  10-pounder  Parrotts. 

8  carriages  for  6-pounder  guus. 

1  carriage  for  3-inch  gun. 

3  carriages  for  6-pounder  James's  3-80  bore. 

3  carriages  for  12-pounder  howitzers. 

38  carriages. 

17  caissons  for  light  12-pounder  guns. 

3  caissons  for  1 0-pounder  Parrott's. 

3  caissons  for  12-pounder  howitzers. 

3  caissons  for  6-pounder  guns. 

1  caisson  f<»r  3-inch  gun. 

2  caissons  for  3-80  James's  rifle. 

29  caissons. 
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13  limbers  for  light  12-pounder  guns. 

4  limbers  for  10-pounaer  Parrotts. 

7  limbers  for  6-pounder  guns. 

1  limber  for  3-inch  gun. 

25  limbers. 


A  good  many  parts  of  harness  were  also  captured,  but  no  complete  sets. 

805  rounds  ammunition  for  12-pounder  guns. 
283  rounds  ammunition  for  12-pounder  howitzers. 
332  rounds  ammunition  for  6-pounder  gun. 
216  rounds  ammunition  for  10-pounder  Parrott. 

57  rounds  ammunition  for  3-inch  gun. 
151  rounds  ammunition  for  3-80  James's  rifle. 


1,844  rounds. 


This  is  all  that  has  come  in  up  to  the  present  time. 

I  am  indebted  to  Major  J.  Mendenhall,  assistant  chief  of  artillery,  for  nlil^ 
able  assistance  previous  to  and  during  the  three  days*  battle. 

Captain  Stokes,  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  battery,  acting  as  ad^tional  aid^-da* 
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camp,  had  charge  of  the  batteries  on  the  right  of  the  line  of  intreuchments, 
wbich  were  served  under  his  directiorjs  with  skill  and  effect.     Captain  L.  J. 
Lambert,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Lieutenant  T.  V.  Webb,  aide-de-camp, 
of  my  staff,  performed  their  duties  with  promptitude  and  to  my  satisfaction. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BRANNAN, 
Maj.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  ArVy^  D.  C. 
Brigadier  General  Wm.  D.  Whipple, 

Ais*t  Adft  General,  Department  of  tit e  Cumberland,, 

True  copy: 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


Hbahquartrrs  4th  Army  Corps, 

Loudon,  East  Tenn.,  February  11,  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  major  general  commanding 
the  department  of  the  Cumberland  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
4lh  army  corps  in  the  recent  battles  of  Cliattanooga.  For  particular  and  de- 
tailed accounts  of  the  facts  mentioned  therein  I  refer  to  the  official  reports  of 
divi.«iion,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders,  herewith  forwarded. 

On  the  18th  day  of  November  last  I  received  instructions  from  Major 
General  Thomas  directing  me  to  hold  the  two  divisions  of  my  command,  then 
at  Chattanooga,  in  readiness  to  join  in  an  attack  about  to  be  made  upon  the 
enemy  in  our  front.  In  this  attack  I  was  to  co-operate  directly  with  Major 
General  Sherman  after  he  had  crossed  his  commind  from  the  north  bank  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  immediately  below  the  mouth  of  Chickamauga  creek,  and  had 
reached  the  north  end  of  Mission  ridge.  This  attack  was  ordered  to  be  made 
at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  November  21.  I  was,  therefore,  directed  to 
bridge  Citico  creek,  a  deep,  narrow  stream  that  would  separate  my  command 
from  the  position  that  was  to  be  occupied  by  Major  General  Sherman,  working 
under  cover  of  darkness  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  and  to  cross  it  with  my 
two  divisions  before  daylight  the  next  morning,  moving  toward  the  north 
end  of  Mission  ridge,  and  marching  so  as  to  arrive  at  that  point  simultaneously 
with  Major  General  Sherman. 

It  was  designed  that  after  having  effected  a  juncture  with  these  troops  I 
should  change  the  direction  of  my  column,  and  move  along  the  northwestern 
side  and  base  of  Mission  ridge,  taking  the  enemy  in  front  and  flank. 

This  contemplated  attack,  however,  was  not  made  on  the  morning  of  the  21  st, 
the  orders  having  been  countermanded  on  the  20th,  when  it  was  found  that 
Major  Genenri  Sherman's  column,  which  had  been  much  delayed  on  the  march 
from  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  by  the  heavy  rains  and  the  bad  roads,  could  not  get 
up  in  time  for  it. 

On  the  night  of  November  22,  acting  under  orders  similar  to  those  above 
mentioned,  I  bridged  Citico  creek  and  placed  my  command  in  readiness  to  cross 
it,  but  did  nothing  further,  as  I  received  a  note,  after  dark,  from  department 
headquarters  informing  me  that  as  an  accident  had  happened  to  the  bridge  at 
Brown's  ferry.  Major  General  Sherman  would  be  there  detained,  and  that  con- 
sequently immediate  action  was  to  be  suspended.  The  disposition  of  the  troops 
of  this  corps  on  the  morning  of  November  23  was  as  follows:  l^he  second 
diviiiiion.  under  command  of  Major  General  Sheridan,  and  the  third  division, 
under  Brigadier  General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  were  camped  within  our  advanced 
lin»-  of  rifle-pita  in  front  of  Chattanooga.  The  right  of  Major  General  Sheridan's 
division  resting  on  the  Rossville  road,  and  the  left  joitn'ng  General  Wood's  right, 
while  the  left  of  General  Wood's  division  rested  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ten- 
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nepsee  river,  northeast  of  the  town.  The  first  hrigade  of  the  first  division  waa 
at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  and  the  second  and  third  brigades  of  the  same  division, 
the  second  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Whitaker,  and  the  tliird  commanded 
by  Colonel  Grose,  and  both  under  the  temporary  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Cruft,  were  marching  from  Shellmound  and  Whiteside  en  route  to  join  Major 
General  Hooker's  command,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river,  near 
Brown's  ferry. 

On  the  night  of  November  22  there  were  movements  in  the  enemy's  camp 
indic4iting  that  he  was  advised  of  our  intentions,  which,  by  reason  of  delays  and 
accidents,  had  become  somewhat  apparent,  and  that  he  was  either  withdrawing 
or  concentrating  his  forces.  His  front,  however,  remained  unchanged.  At 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  momhig  of  the  next  day,  November  23,  I  received  a 
despatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"HeADUUARTERS  DEPARTiMENT  OF  THE  GUMBBRLA.ND, 
"  Chuttanooga,  Tenn.,  November  23,  1863. 
"  The  general  commanding  department  directs  tliat  you  throw  one  division  of 
the  4th  corps  forward  in  the  direction  of  Orchard  Knob  (and  hold  a  second 
division  in  supporting  distance)  to  dit^cover  the  position  of  the  enemy,  if  he 
still  r(*main  in  the  vicinity  of  his  old  camp.  Howard's  and  Baird's  commands 
will  be  ready  to  co-operate  if  needed. 

"J.J.  REYNOLDS, 
"  Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
"  Major  General  Granger, 

**  Comfnanding  Uh  Army  Corps.** 

Orchard  Knob  is  a  rugged  hill,  rising  one  hundred  feet  above  the  Chatta- 
nooga valley,  lying  between  Fort  Wood,  a  work  on  our  exterior  line  of  defence, 
northeast  of  Chattanooga  and  Mission  ridge,  being  distant  from  the  former 
point  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  and  about  one  mile  from  the  ridge.  The  ascent 
of  the  knub  is  very  steep,  save  on  the  side  to  the  right  looking  south,  where 
the  ground  gradually  sloping  from  the  summit  makes  a  dip  or  gorge,  and  rises 
on  the  other  side  to  nearly  the  same  height  as  the  knob.  From  this  point  run- 
ning off  in  a  southwestern  direction  for  over  one-half  of  a  mile,  turning  to  the 
right,  is  a  rough  rocky  ridge,  which  is  covered  with  a  sparse  growth  of  timber. 

Along  the  crest  of  this  ridge  the  enemy  had  made  breastworks  of  logs  and 
stone  and  a  line  of  rifle-pits.  Along  the  base  of  Orchard  Knob,  on  the  side 
towards  Chattanooga,  was  another  line  of  rifle-pits  which  extended  beyond  the 
knob,  on  our  left,  for  more  than  a  mile,  following  the  curvature  of  Citico  creek; 
and  yet,  to  the  left  of  its  termination,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  ran  two 
additional  and  parallel  lines.  A  heavy  belt  of  timber,  ranging  from  one-qutrter 
to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  lay  between  our  lines  and  Orchard  Knob, 
covering  the  front  of  the  knob  and  the  line  of  the  ridge,  and  serving  the  enemy 
as  a  ma:«k  for  his  position  and  movements.  Between  this  timber  and  ChaltA- 
nooga  were  open  flelds,  some  of  which,  beinj;^  low  and  swampy,  were  diffionlt  to 
crosrt  with  troops.  Through  them  runs  the  Atlantic  and  Western  railroaii 
which,  as  it  approaclies  the  river,  bends  towards  the  north  end  of  Mission  ridgc» 
where  it  passes  through  the  tunnel. 

The  foregoing  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  ground  and  points  over  which  and  in 
the  direction  of  which  1  was  ordered  to  make  a  reconnoissance.  It  would  b« 
necessary  to  give  a  more  complete  description  of  such,  to  fully  explain  the  move- 
ments of  my  troops  thai  were  made  in  obedience  to  this  order.  As  such  cannot 
be  given  in  this  orief  report,  I  will  forward  a  map  of  the  topography  of  the 
country,  to  be  attached  hereto,  and  for  reference,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  procnred. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  Major  General  Thomas,  I  directed 
Brigadier  General  Wood,  commanding  the  third  division,  to  prepare  for  an  ad- 
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Tance  by  forming  his  troops  in  the  open  field  at  tbe  base  of  the  slope  of  For* 
Wood,  and  without  the  lines  of  our  rifle-pits ;  and  at  the  same  time  1  directed 
Major  General  Sheridan,  commanding  the  second  division,  to  hold  his  troops 
within  supporting  distance  on  the  right  of  General  Wood,  posting  them  along 
tbe  line  of  the  Atlantic  and  Western  railroad,  with  his  right  resting  opposite 
Lunette  Palmer.  The  positions  indicated  were  promptly  taken  by  these  two 
divisions  at  noonday,  with  no  attempts  at  concealment  or  surprise,  and  in  plain 
view  of  the  enemy,  who  watched  them  from  Mission  ridge  and  Orchard  Knob. 
The  troops  moved  into  line  and  position  with  such  regularity  and  precision  as 
to  present  the  appearance  of  a  formation  for  review  or  parade,  and  the  enemy's 
pickets,  but  a  few  hundred  feet  off,  were  apparently  awaiting  a  display  or  mili- 
tary pageant  when  our  skirmish  line  advanced  and  opened  fire. 

At  half  past  one  o'clock  p.  m.  I  directed  General  Wood  to  advance.  In  a  few 
moments  his  troops  having  passed  through  the  open  fields  engaged  the  enemy 
in  the  woods,  and  drove  them  back  to  their  rifle-pits.  The  resistance  here  met 
with,  especially  in  front  of  Hazen's  brigade,  where  we  sustained  the  heaviest 
loss,  was  very  stubborn,  and  the  enemy  was  only  driven  back  when  his  works 
were  cleared  by  the  bayonet.  In  this  dash,  which  was  quick  and  gallant,  we 
lost  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  officers  and  men,  killed  and  wounded,  and  by 
it  we  gained  Orchard  Knob  and  the  ridge  to  its  right,  at  the  same  time  capturing 
many  prisoners.  The  twenty- third  Alabama  infantry,  almost  entire,  with  the 
regimental  colors,  was  captured. 

As  soon  as  General  Wood  had  occupied  the  knob  and  ridge,  I  directed  Major 
General  Sheridan  to  advance  his  division,  and  it  was  placed  in  position  in 
echelon  on  the  right  of  General  Wood,  the  two  divisions  forming  a  continuous 
line  of  battle  resting  on  the  rising  ground  lying  almost  parallel  with  Mission 
ridge,  and  sweeping  on  the  extreme  right  around  towards  our  chain  of  defensive 
works  at  Chattanooga.  The  reconnoissance  was  a  complete  success.  In  making 
it  we  had  not  only  obtained  the  desired  information,  but  had  also  successfully 
attacked  the  enemy  and  had  driven  him  from  a  strong  and  important  position. 

Orchard  Knob  and  the  ridge  to  its  right  looked  into  the  long  line  of  rifle-pits 
at  the  base  of  Mission  ridge,  which  were  held  by  the  enemy  in  force,  and  they 
also  afforded  points  of  observation  upon  movements  that  the  enemy  might  make 
through  the  valley  towards  the  scene  of  Major  General  Sherman's  operations. 
My  command  now  remained  in  position  awaiting  further  orders.  I  reported  our 
success  and  the  position  and  condition  of  the  enemy  in  our  front  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Thomas,  commanding  ttie  department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  at  4  o'clock 
p.  m.  I  received  a  despatch  from  him  instructing  me  to  hold  and  strengthen  my 
position,  and  stating  that  Major  General  Howard's  command  was  taking  position 
on  my  left.  In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  a  rude  line  of  breastworks 
was  thrown  up  along  my  front  during  the  evening,  and  an  epaulement  for  a  six- 
gun  battery  was  constructed  on  the  knob,  in  which  Bridges's  battery  of  four 
three-inch  Rodman  guns  and  two  Napoleons  was  placed  before  morning. 

Immediately  after  receiving  the  above  instructions  I  observed  from  Orchard 
Knob  Major  General  Howard  was  meeting  with  such  resistance  from  the  enemy 
in  the  double  line  of  rifle-pits  to  the  left  of  our  position,  and  on  the  opposite  side 
of  Citico  creek,  as  to  prevent  him  from  making  any  further  advance,  or  from 
gaining  possession  of  them.  I  therefore  ordered  Brigadier  General  Beatty, 
commandmg  third  brigade  third  division,  to  send  two  regiments  through  the 
woods  as  quietly  as  possible  to  surprise  the  party  of  the  enemy  and  to  attack 
them  in  flank.  The  regiments  sent  by  him  for  this  purpose,  the  nineteenth 
Ohio,  commanded  by  Colonel  Manderson,  and  the  niuth  Kentucky  infantry, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Cram,  came  upon  the  enemy  suddenly,  attacked  them 
in  flank  and  drove  them  back  toward  Mission  ridge.  The  rifle-pits,  however, 
not  having  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  troops  in  their  front,  were  occu- 
pied by  the  'enemy  during  the  night,  but  they  were  again  cleared  in  a  similar 
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manner  by  the  same  two  regiments  after  daylight  the  next  morning,  and  for  Pftme 
reason  unknown  to  me  were  not  even  then  occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  11th. 
corps.  On  the  24th  day  of  November  the  two  brigades  of  the  first  division 
of  this  corps,  under  command  of  Brigadier  General  Cnift,  were,  with  Major 
General  Hooker,  engaged  in  his  splendid  assault  upon  Lookout  monnUin. 
Copies  of  the  official  reports  of  Brigadier  General  Cruft  and  of  his  brigade  and 
regimental  commanders  have  been  forwarded  to  mo.  The  original  reports  have 
been  forwarded  to  Major  General  Hooker.  To  these  and  to  the  report  of  Major 
General  Hooker  I  refer  for  a  full  statement  of  the  conduct  of  my  troops  oa 
Lookout  mountain.  It  may  be  allowed  me,  however,  as  their  commanding 
officer,  to  thank  them  for  their  conspicuous  gallantry ;  for  the  important  service 
they  rendered,  and  for  the  hearty  support  which  they  gave  to  Major  Grenenl 
Hooker  on  that  memorable  day. 

During  the  night  of  November  23  Major  General  Sheridan's  and  Brigadier 
General  Wood's  commands  were  engaged  in  strengthening  their  positions.  All 
of  the  next  day  they  remained  in  line  watching  the  enemy  in  front  and  await- 
ing orders.  No  movement  was  made  by  them  during  the  day,  and  the  <niietof 
this  part  of  our  lines  was  only  broken  by  an  occasional  exchange  of  shots  be- 
tween Bridge's  battery  on  the  knob  and  the  enemy's  batteries  on  Mission  ridge. 
At  C  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  a  despatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"  Headquarters  DepartxMENT  of  the  Gu.mberland. 
"  General  Granger  : 

"The  general  commanding  the  department  directs  that  you  have  everything 
ready  for  an  offensive  movement  eariy  to-morrow  morning. 

"J.J.REYNOLDS, 

"  Chief  of  Staff!' 

One  mile  in  front  of  our  position  and  almost  parallel  wiili  it  was  Mission 
ridge,  a  line  or  "back-bone"  of  rugged  hills  running  from  a  point  about  four 
miles  northeast  of  Chattanooga,  where  it  juts  towards  the  Tennessee  river  in  a 
southwesterly  direction  until  it  dips  into  the  valley  at  Rossville,  four  miles  sooth 
of  Chattanooga.  It  is  of  almost  a  uniform  height  along  the  part  mentioned, 
rising  about  live  hundred  feet  above  the  valley  that  lies  at  its  base.  On  the 
side  looking  toward  Chattanooga  it  presents  a  bare,  rough,  and  broken  surface, 
marked  by  gullies  and  ravines.  This  mountain  barrier,  even  as  nature  planted 
it,  was  a  most  formidable  fortress.  The  commander  who  held  it  might  be  war- 
ranted in  the  conclusion  that  troops  could  not  storm  it.  But  strengthened  as  it 
was  by  the  enemy,  with  a  line  of  heavy  breastworks  running  along  its  base, 
with  two  additional  lines  of  rifle-pits,  one  partly  girdling  it  midway  up,  and  the 
other  fringing  its  crest,  and  with  einpanelments  on  the  summit  for  fifty  guns. 
it  could  well  be  deemed  impregnable.  Lying  between  Mission  rdge  and  Or- 
chard Kn(»b  to  the  right  is  a  broad,  wooded  valley  extending  on  the  right  to  the 
southwestern  end  of  the  ridge,  while  to  the  left  it  extends  beyond  Orchard  Knob, 
stretching  towards  the  river  and  Chattanooga.  From  the  end  of  the  ridge  last 
mentioned  this  valley  sweeps  around  into  the  Chattanooga  plain  ;  that  part  of 
it,  though,  is  almost  altogether  cleared  of  timber,  leaving  open  ground  for  the 
most  jmrt  between  Misf»ion  ridge  and  the  position  held  by  Major  General  Sheri- 
dan's division.  In  front  of  Mission  ridge  the  enemy  had  cleared  away  the  tim- 
ber for  a  di>*tance  of  from  three  to  five  hundred  yards,  so  as  to  leave  no  obstruc- 
tions to  a  direct  and  enfilading  fire  from  thi'm. 

During  the  night  of  November  24  the  enemy  withdrew  from  Lookout  moun- 
tain and  from  Chattanooga  valley,  and  commenced  to  mass  his  whole  force  upon 
Mission  ridge.  At  daylight  the  next  morning,  November  25,  Major  General 
Sherman,  having  crossed  the  Tennessee  river  at  the  designated  point,  gained 
poi5session  of  the  northern  end  of  the  ridge  near  the  railroad  timnel.     Long 
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ooImniiB  of  tbe  enemy  could  be  seen  before  BonriBe  moving  towards  tbat  pointt 
and  it  was  not  late  iu  tbe  day  before  tbeir  guns,  witb  tbose  of  Greneral  Sher- 
man brii^kly  replying,  were  beard  opening  the  battle.  For  hours  my  command, 
from  behind  their  breastworks,  anxiously  and  impatiently  watched  this  struggle 
of  their  brothers-in-arms  away  off  to  their  left  on  the  northern  end  of  the  ridge. 
They  saw  these  veteians  from  Vicksburg  coming  to  their  relief  and  engaging 
the  same  enemy  who  had  beleaguered  them  for  nine  long  weeks,  holding  themiu 
their  defensive  works  by  strong  lines  of  circumvallation  that  rested  upon  Look- 
out mountain  and  Mission  ridge  and  in  the  Chattanooga  valley,  and  that 
stretched  like  an  iron  crescent  from  the  river  on  their  right  to  the  river  on  their 
left.  As  the  day  wore  on,  their  impatience  of  restraint  gathered  force,  and  their 
desire  to  advance  became  almost  uncontrollable.  At  last  came  the  orders  to 
move. 

General  Sherman  was  unable  to  make  any  progress  in  moving  along  the 
ridge  during  the  day,  as  the  enemy  had  massed  in  his  front ;  therefore,  in  order 
to  relieve  him  I  was  ordered  to  make  a  demonstration  upon  the  works  of  the 
enemy  directly  in  my  front,  at  tlie  base  of  Mission  ridge.  I  accordingly  di- 
rected Major  General  Sheridan  and  Brigadier  General  Wood  to  advance  their 
divisions  at  a  given  signHl,  moving  directly  forward  simultaneously  and  briskly 
to  attack  the  enemy,  and,  driving  him  from  his  rifle-pits,  to  take  possession  of 
them.  At  twenty  minutes  before  4  o'clock  p.  m.  six  guns,  the  signal  agreed 
upon,  were  fired  in  rapid  succession,  and  before  the  smoke  had  cleared  away 
these  two  divisions,  Sheridan  on  the  right  and  Wood  on  the  left,  had  cleared 
tlie  breastworks  that  had  sheltered  them  for  two  days,  and  were  mo ving  forward. 
They  were  formed  in  the  following  order :  first,  a  double  line  of  skirmishers 
that  covered  the  troops  behind ;  then  the  line  of  battle  by  brigades,  commene- 
ing  on  the  extreme  right  with  Colonel  Sherman's  brigade,  then  Colonel  Barker's, 
then  Brigadier  General  Wagner's,  then  Brigadier  General  Hazen's,  then  Briga- 
dier General  Willick's,  and  next,  on  the  extreme  left.  Brigadier  General  Beatty's. 
Following  this  line  were  the  reserves  in  mass. 

It  pleases  me  to  report  that  scarcely  a  straggler  could  be  seen  as  this  magnifi- 
cent line,  stretching  one  mile  from  end  to  end,  swept  through  the  valley  up  to 
the  assault.  At  the  moment  of  the  advance  of  these  troops  Mission  ridge  blazed 
with  the  fire  from  the  batteries  which  lined  its  summit.  Not  less  than  fifty 
guns  opened  at  once,  throwing  a  terrible  shower  of  shot  and  shell.  The  enemy 
now  taking  the  alann,  commenced  to  move  troops  from  both  extremities  of  the 
ridge  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the  ranks  below  and  around  these  batteries. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  troops  holding  the  woods  were  driven  back  to  the  works 
at  the  base  of  the  ridge,  their  pursuers  rapidly  following.  Uere  they  halted 
and  made  a  stout  resistance,  but  our  troops,  by  an  impetuous  assault,  broke  this 
line  in  several  places ;  then,  scaling  the  breastworks  at  these  points,  opened  a 
flank  and  reserve  fire  upon  them,  which,  throwing  them  into  confusion,  caused 
their  precipitate  flight.  Many  prisoners  were  left  in  our  hands,  and  wc  captured 
a  large  number  of  small-arms. 

My  orders  had  now  been  fully  and  successfully  carried  out,  but  not  enough 
had  been  done  to  satisfy  the  brave  troops  who  had  accomplished  so  much.  Al- 
though the  batteries  on  the  ridge,  at  short  range,  by  direct  and  enfilading  fire, 
were  still  pouring  down  upon  them  a  shower  of  iron,  and  the  musketry  from 
the  hillsiaes  were  thinning  their  ranks,  they  dashed  over  the  breastworks, 
through  the  rifle-pits,  and  started  up  the  ridge.  They  started  without  orders. 
Along  the  whole  line  of  both  divisions,  from  right  to  left  and  from  left  to  right, 
simultaneously  and  with  one  accord,  animated  with  one  spirit,  and  with  heroic 
courage,  eagerly  they  rushed  forward  to  a  danger  before  which  the  bravest, 
marching  under  orders,  might  tremble.  Officers  caught  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
men,  and  the  men  in  turn  were  cheered  by  the  officers.  Each  regiment  tried  to 
surpass  the  ofher  in  fighting  its  way  up  a  hill  that  would  try  those  of  stout 
T 10 
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limb  and  strong  lungs  to  climb,  and  each  tried  first  to  plant  its  flag  on  the  snm- 
mit.  Above  these  men  were  an  additional  line  of  rifle-pits  filled  with  troops. 
"What  was  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge  thej  knew  not,  and  did  not  stop  to  in- 
quire. The  enemy  was  before  them ;  to  know  that  was  to  know  sufficient  At 
several  points  along  the  line  my  troops  were  ascending  the  hill  and  gaining  po- 
sitions less  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  though  more  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  musketry.  Seeing  this,  I  sent  my  assistant  adjutant  general  to  in- 
quire, first  of  General  Wood  and  then  of  General  Sheridan,  whether  the  troopa 
had  been  ordered  up  the  ridge  by  them,  and  to  instruct  them  to  take  the  ridge 
if  possible.  In  reply  to  this,  General  Wood  told  him  that  the  men  had  started 
without  orders,  and  that  he  could  take  it  if  he  could  be  supported.  In  the 
mean  time  an  aide-de-camp  from  General  Sheridan  had  reported  to  me  that  the 
general  wished  to  know  whether  the  orders  that  had  been  given  to  take  the  rifl^ 
pits  "  meant  those  at  the  base  of  the  ridge  or  those  on  top."  My  reply  wm 
that  the  order  had  been  to  take  tliose  at  the  base.  Conceiving  this  to  be  an 
order  to  fall  back  to  those  rifle-pits,  and  on  his  way  to  General  Sheridan,  so  re- 
porting it  to  General  Wagner,  commanding  second  brigade  of  Sheridan's  di- 
vision, this  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  a  position  which  it  had  gained  on  the 
side  of  the  ridge  to  the  rifle-pits  which  were  being  raked  by  the  enemy's  ar- 
tillery, and  from  this  point,  starting  again  under  a  terrible  fire,  made  the  awent 
of  the  ridge.  My  assistant  adjutant  general,  on  his  way  to  General  Sheridan, 
reported  to  me  General  Wood's  reply,  but,  by  my  instructions,  went  no  fiirther 
with  the  message  which  I  had  given  him,  as  I  had  already  sent  Captain  Aveij* 
my  aide-de-camp,  directly  to  Major  General  Sheridan,  instructing  him  to  go 
ahead  and  take  the  ridge  if  he  could.  I  had  also,  in  the  mean  time,  sent  all  the 
rest  of  my  staff  officers,  some  of  them  to  deliver  similar  messages  to  Major 
General  Sheridan  and  Brigadier  General  Wood,  fearing  the  first  message  might 
not  get  through,  and  others  to  order  up  the  reserves  and  every  man  that  re- 
mained behind  to  the  support  of  the  troops  starting  up  the  ridge.  Brigadier 
General  Johnson's  division  of  the  14th  army  corps  was  now  ordered  up  to  the 
support  of  Major  General  Sheridan,  while  Brigadier  General  Baird's  division  of 
the  same  corps  was  pushed  up  to  the  support  of  Brigadier  General  Wood  on  the 
left.  Through  the  shower  of  musket  shot  that  came  from  above,  climbing  np 
the  ridge  over  rocks  and  felled  timber,  my  command  marched  upward.  In  jnat 
one  hour  from  the  time  of  leaving  Orchard  Knob  it  was  driving  the  enemy  from 
his  last  line  of  breastworks  and  rifle-pits,  and  capturing  his  batteries.  As  soon 
as  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  the  summit  of  the  ridge  in  front  of  Major 
General  Sheridan,  he  fled  down  its  southern  slope,  retreating  towards  Chicka- 
mauga  creek.  General  Sheridan  promptly  followed  them,  moving  with  two 
brigades  of  his  division  (Brigadier  General  Wagner's  and  Colonel  Harker**) 
down  the  road  leading  to  Chickamauga  station.  He  had  pursued  but  one  mile 
when,  as  night  was  approaching,  he  came  up  with  a  large  body  of  troops  posted, 
with  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  in  a  strong  position  on  a  high  ridge.  Our  men, 
elated  with  their  success  thus  far,  stopped  not  at  this  obstacle,  but  boldly  push- 
ing up  to  the  enemy's  line,  opened  a  vigorous  fire  of  musketry  and  then  made 
a  gallant  assault,  which  caused  him  to  fly.  Two  guns  and  part  of  the  enemy'f 
wagon  train  were  here  captured. 

It  was  now  night,  and  as  the  troops  were  almost  exhausted  by  the  fatigow 
of  the  day,  they  were  halted  on  this  ridge  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  rfiort 
rest  before  continuing  the  pursuit. 

Brigadier  General  Wood  had  just  driven  the  enemy  from  his  front,  on  the 
summit  of  the  ridge,  when  I  observed  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  coming  from 
that  part  of  the  hill  occupied  by  Major  General  Sherman,  and  moving  in  ibc 
direction  of  our  left  flank.  Before  General  Wood  could  get  his  troops  in  shape 
to  meet  them.  Brigadier  General  Baird  opportunely  arrived  with  his  division 
and  went  into  position  on  our  left.  When  the  enemy  came  up  a  shaxp  contest 
here  commenced,  which  afterwards  lasted  until  dark.  After  the  17th  Kea- 
tncky  infantry  had  wheeled  to  the  left  and  fired  a  few  volleys  into  the  eQemj'i 
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Saok,  thereby  immediately  relieving  Baird's  right,  T  directed  General  Wood  to 
fonn  his  dividion  on  the  ground  it  then  occapied  for  the  purpose  of  resting  his 
men  and  getting  them  also  ready  for  the  anticipated  puisuit  of  the  enemy. 

Two  miles  and  a  half  straight  forward  horn  the  ridge  held  by  General  Wag- 
ler  and  Colonel  Barker  at  dark  is  Ghickamauga  creek.  From  this  point  it 
rans  towards  the  north  end  of  Mission  ridge,  which  was  held  by  Major  General 
Sherman,  then,  sweeping  around  the  same,  it  flows  in  a  northwestern  direction 
for  «  short  distance,  and  empties  into  the  Tennessee  river.  Taking  the  north 
md  of  Mission  ridge  as  the  apex,  and  then  Ridge  and  Ghickamauga  creeks  as 
ddes,  we  have  an  acute  triangle.  It  was  my  design,  as  soon  as  the  troops 
s^ere  sufficiently  rested,  to  move,  and,  as  soon  as  1  could  procure  guides,  to 
push  Sheridan's  division,  supported  by  Wood's,  down  Moore's  road,  and,  if 
possible,  get  possession  of  the  crossing  of  Ghickamauga  creek,  then,  swinging 
my  column,  to  move  towards  the  north  end  of  Mission  ridge.  By  this  move- 
ment I  expected  to  capture  many  prisoners,  together  with  wagon  trains  and 
trtillery  that  could  not  get  over  the  creek  in  time  to  be  saved  by  the  enemy. 
The  night  was  favorable  for  this  movement,  as  the  moon  shone  clear  and 
bright 

At  7 J  p.  m.  I  sent  a  despatch  to  Major  General  Thomas,  informing  him  that 
I  thought  we  could  cut  off  a  large  number  of  the  enemy  by  making  a  Jbold 
dash  upon  the  Ghickamauga,  moving  down  the  roads  that  led  from  our  front, 
and  that  I  was  in  readiness  for  any  disposition  that  he  might  be  pleased  to 
make. 

Being,  to  my  great  disappoiVitment,  unable  to  procure  guides  acquainted  with 
the  country  between  the  ridge  and  the  creek,  I  was  not  able  to  commence  the 
movement  until  midnight,  so  that  by  the  time  General  Sheridan  reached  the 
creek  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  was  just  crossing.  The  enemy  was  so 
closely  pursued,  however,  that  he  was  obliged  to  bum  his  pontoon  bridge  be- 
fore all  of  his  forces  could  cross  the  creek,  leaving  several  hundred  of  them  to 
bll  iuto  our  hands  as  prisoners.  We  also  captured  a  large  number  of  wagons 
loaded  with  quartermasters'  supplies,  together  with  caissons,  limbers,  small- 
mnsy  artillery,  ammunition,  &c. 

In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  Major  General  Thomas,  I  withdrew 
the  troops  from  this  pursuit  before  daylight  to  make  preparations  to  start  on 
forced  marches  for  the  relief  of  Major  General  Burnside,  at  Knoxville. 

The  bold  and  successful  attempt  to  storm  Mission  ridge,  the  result  that  fol- 
lowed, the  short  time  consumed  in  beating  back  the  enemy,  and  the  fruits  of 
the  victory,  were  such  as  to  render  this  one  of  the  most  remarkable  battles  of 
the  age. 

The  ridge  was  taken  after  a  hard  struggle,  and  those  who  looked  on  from 
below  were  unable  to  tell  which  division  or  what  regiment  first  reached  its 
Bommit,  for  along  my  whole  line  many  regiments  appeared  to  dash  over  the 
breast-works  on  the  crest  at  the  same  moment. 

Although  it  took  but  one  hour  to  gain  the  Ridge,  my  command  lost  20.21 
per  cent,  of  the  force  engaged  in  killed  and  wounded.  For  particulars  of  the 
casualties  I  refer  to  the  tabular  statement  of  the  same,  herewith  filed. 

We  captured  thirty-one  pieces  of  artillery  and  three  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve  prisoners.  General  Sheridan  reports  1,762  prisoners  taken  by  his 
division,  for  whom  he  obtained  receipts,  and  General  Wood  reports  2,050 
taken  by  his  division,  for  over  one  thousand  of  whom  he  also  obtained  receipts. 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  state  that  the  enemy  in  his  flight  lost  over  five  thousand 
stand  of  small-arms  In  many  places  the  ground  was  covered  with  them;  wo 
passed  by  without  gathering  them  up,  as  we  were  pursuing  and  fighting  the 
enemy  until  after  dark,  and  as  my  command  was  recalled  during  the  night  for 
the  purpose  of  marching  to  Knoxville. 

For  an  account  of  the  captures  made  by  the  two  brigades  of  my  1st  division 
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on  Lookont  monntain,  and  for  a  statement  of  their  loBses,  I  refer  to  the  offidal 
reports  of  Brigadier  General  Craft,  forwarded  to  Major  General  Hooker. 

Were  I  to  name  all  who  in  this  most  gallant  feat  of  arms  won  credit,  I  mut 
needs  call  the  roster  and  rolls  of  my  command ;  sufficient  be  it  then  in  thii 
place  that  I  refer  for  the  names  of  officers  and  men  worthy  of  special  mentioi 
to  the  reports  of  their  immediate  commanders. 

To  Major  General  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  conspicuous  for  his  conduct^and  gal- 
lantry on  every  battle-field  where  he  has  been  engaged,  and  not  less  so  upon  thii 
one,  to  Brigadier  General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  the  tried  and  trusty  soldier,  who  here 
added  a  new  glory  to  his  enviable  record,  to  Brigadier  Generals  Willich  and 
Hazen  and  Wagner,*  and  Samuel  Beatty,  and  to  Colonels  Marker  and  Shor- 
man,  commanding  brigades,  whose  names  will  be  heard  wherever  is  told  the 
story  of  the  marching  and  fighting  of  this  army,  to  the  regimental  and  oompanj 
officers,  and  to  the  private  soldiers  in  the  ranks,  not  merely  my  own  m- 
knowledgments,  but  tnose  of  the  whole  country  are  due. 

To  all  of  the  members  of  my  staff  for  rendering  me  important  service  ia 
carrying  despatches  and  orders  over  the  hottest  part  of  the  field  during  tbe 
battle,  and  for  promptly  and  efficiently  performing  all  other  duties  requiicd  of 
them,  I  offer  my  smcere  thanks. 

G.  GRANGER, 
Major  General  Commandhg, 

Brigadier  General  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff,  D.  C. 

BATTLE  OF  MISSION  RIDOE. 

StatemetU  of  killed,  wounded^  and  missing  in  the  second  dimsion,  4th  armyeorpii 
comvianacd  by  Major  General  P.  H.  Sheridan;  and  in  the  third  ditine^ 
Uh  army  corps,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Thoma*  J,  Wood, 
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True  copy  : 


O.  ORANOER,  Major  Qen.,  Commanding  4tk  Arm$  Orp- 
S.  G.  KELLOaa,  Brevet  Magor  and  A.  D.  C. 


Hgadquartrrs  11th  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  December  18,  1863. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  npon  the  operations  of  this  corps  dnring 
the  battle  of  Chattanooga  and  during  the  march  that  followed  until  ita  retan  to 
camp. 
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la  accordance  ^ith  instructions  received  through  your  headquarters,  the  in- 
Gmtrj,  with  three  batteries,  left  this  point  at  1  p.  m.,  November  22d  ultimo. 

The  remaining  two  batteries  (Waderich's  battery,  I,  first  New  York,  and 
Heckman's,  K,  first  Ohio,)  were  left  behind  and  established  under  General 
Hooker's  directions.  They  participated  to  some  extent  in  the  glorious  work  of 
ptting  possession  of  Lookout  mountain. 

My  original  instructions  contemplated  placing  the  11th  corps  in  reserve  on 
the  peninsula  between  the  bridges  of  Brown's  ferry  and  Chattanooga,  in  order 
to  act  with  Greneral  Thomas,  at  Chattanooga,  or  with  General  Sherman,  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  battle  should  determine.  Subsequent  instructions  from  your 
headquarters,  dated  November  22,  directed  me  to  cross  the  pontoon  bridge  at 
Bfown's  ferry  at  2  p.  m.  of  that  day,  and  move  thence  to  Chattanooga  direct 

This  change,  as  I  understand,  was  based  on  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  department  that  it  was  practicable  to  re-enforce  Sherman  along  the  south 
bank  of  the  Tennessee  without  trusting  to  the  treacherous  pontoon**. 

The  north  bank  of  the  river  as  high  and  intermediate  between  the  Chattanooga 
bridge  and  the  point  three  (3)  miles  above,  selected  for  Sherman's  crossing,  is  a 
prominent  knoll  in  the  river  bank,  which  overlooks  the  broad  interval  on  the 
other  shore,  spread  out  between  the  heights  of  Chattanooga  and  Mission  ridge. 

The  ridge  springs  from  the  interval  land  between  the  Chickamauga  and  the 
Tennessee,  and  stretches  off  for  miles  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  leaving  the 
Chickamauga  on  the  left.  I  sent  a  battery  ^Wheeler's,  thirteenth  New  lork) 
to  the  knoll  described.  He  commanded  all  the  low  ground  as  far  as  his  guns 
would  reach,  and  in  conjunction  with  Fort  Wood,  situated  on  the  south  bank 
and  near  to  Chattanooga,  prevented  any  large  force  from  occupying  such  points 
aa  might  separate  Sherman  from  the  main  b^dy.  My  remaining  force,  about 
six  thousand  strong,  moved  over  the  bridge  into  Chattanooga,  and  took  post  to 
the  right  of  Fort  Wood.  The  rebel  signal  officer's  report  from  Lookout, 
read  by  one  of  our  officers,  was  that  a  large  force,  apparently  a  corps,  had 
passed  into  Chattanooga.  This,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  fact  that  General 
bherman's  troops  had  been  and  were  still  passing  along  Lookout  valley,  now  in 
plain  view  and  now  hidden  by  hills,  makes  it  probable  that  Bragg  took  my 
force  for  a  part  of  Sherman's,  and  therefore  was  in  doubt  as  to  the  principal 
point  of  attack,  if,  indeed,  he  believed  yet  that  any  attack  at  all  was  intended. 

Bad  roads,  and  perhaps  other  unforeseen  hinderances,  delayed  the  march  of 
the  troops  that  were  to  operate  on  our  left,  so  that  Sunday  night,  November  22, 
the  general  movement  intended  for  the  morrow  was  postponed.  I  received  this 
order  direct  from  General  Thomas  and  also  through  your  headquarters.  My 
command  remained  during  the  night  as  posted. 

Monday,  November  23,  deserters  reported  that  the  enemy  intended  to  re- 
treat, and  some  deserted  camps  visible  from  Fort  Wood  gave  riss  to  the  inimor 
that  the  retreat  had  begun.  During  the  morning  a  reconnoissauce  was  ordered, 
Greneral  Granger's  corps  being  selected  to  make  the  movement  and  mine  held  in 
readiness  for  support. 

At  1  p.  m.  General  Granger  deployed  to  the  east  and  south  of  Fort  Wood, 
facing  toward  Mission  ridge.  The  enemy  on  the  ridge  and  on  the  few  high  in- 
termediate points  were  gazing  on  the  magnificent  display,  and  apparently  with- 
out thinking  that  so  fine  a  parade  without  any  attempt  at  concealment  was  a 
demonstration  against  them.  As  soon  as  formed,  the  lines  moved  briskly  for- 
ward, driving  in  the  enemy's  outposts  and  taking  Orchard  Knob,  a  small  hill, 
little  more  than  half-way  to  the  ridge  and  one  mile  south  from  the  Tennessee. 
The  enemy  had  here  a  small  epaulement  for  two  guns  and  rifle  pits.  During 
this  operation  I  had,  by  General  Thomas's  direction,  sent  a  battery  (company 
A,  fourth  regulan?)  to  the  next  height,  (Brush  Hill,)  southeast  of  Fort  Wood, 
nearly  opposite  the  centre  of  Granger's  line.  Afterwards,  during  the  battle,  the 
battery  was  moved  forward  to  Sheridan's  front  line,  on  Granger's  right,  having 
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been  replaced  by  Dilger's,  company  I,  first  Ohio.  Lieutenant  Mickle,  com- 
manding the  regular  battery,  was  highly  complimented  for  good  firing.  General 
Grant  determined  to  hold  Orchard  Knob.  A  creek,  the  Citico,  having  two 
small  branches,  bends  around  in  the  low  ground,  its  general  direction  northwest, 
and  flows  into  the  Tennessee  half  a  mile  north  of  Fort  Wood.  The  western 
branch  passes  near  Orchard  Knob.  I  was  directed  to  move  up  to  this  creek, 
covering  the  approaches  to  Granger's  left.  The  land  near  the  creek  was  for  the 
most  part  covered  with  woods.  Major  General  Schurz,  with  his  division  of  in- 
fantry, was  ordered  to  take  the  right  of  this  line,  and  General  Steinwehr,  with 
his  division,  the  left.  The  two  divisions  were  deployed  with  great  promptitude. 
The  skirmishers  were  more  or  less  engaged  as  they  advanced  along  the  entire 
line,  and  quite  briskly  in  Steinwehr's  division.  The  latter  had  (mainly  in  the 
thirty-third  New  Jersey,  here  for  the  first  time  engaged,  and  with  credit)  three 
killed  and  about  twenty  wounded.  General  Schurz's,  one  killed  and  twelve 
wounded.  The  enemy  was  forced  back  beyond  the  creek,  and  the  line  occu- 
pied as  directed.  This  ended  the  engagement  of  the  first  day  of  the  battle. 
The  troops  threw  up  slight  breastworks  during  the  night  and  next  morning. 
From  the  map  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  Atlanta  railroad,  passing  south  of  Fort 
Wood,  runs  northeast,  nearly  parallel  with  the  river.  The  East  Tennessee 
railroad,  passing  north  of  Fort  Wood,  crosses  the  other  before  entering  the 
tunnel  through  Mission  ridge.  My  line  cut  both  of  these  woods,  and  its  left 
rested  just  across  the  Citico,  on  the  river.  At  9  a.  m.  of  the  24th,  Grencnd 
Steinwehr,  by  my  direction,  moved  the  seventy-third  Ohio  regiment  acroes  the 
Citico,  near  its  mouth,  which,  deploying  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  general 
line,  handsomely  cleared  our  immediate  front  as  far  as  the  East  Tennessee  nO- 
road.  As  there  was  difficulty  in  recrossing  the  creek,  the  regiment  was  halted 
in  this  position  and  served  as  a  cover  to  a  movement  that  shortly  took  place. 

General  Sherman  had  now  effected  a  crossing  of  the  Tennessee  just  below 
the  mouth  of  South  Chickamauga.  I  was  directed  to  open  communication  with 
him  by  a  brigade.  General  Steinwehr  detailed  Colonel  Buschbeck's,  which  I 
accompanied  in  person,  with  a  small  escort  of  cavalry.  Some  Bkirmishing  o^ 
curred  on  our  right,  and  thinking  we  might  meet  resistance  from  that  quarter, 
Krizanoweki*8  brigade  of  General  Schurz's  division  was  brought  forward  as  a 
support.  Very  little  opposition  being  made,  the  junction  with  Sherman  was 
effected  just  as  he  was  placing  the  last  boat  of  the  bridge.  Already  two  of  his 
divisions  had  been  thrown  over  in  boats  and  had  covered  their  bridge  by  aline 
of  breastworks.  From  this  place  to  the  north  end  of  Mission  ridge  the  distance 
is  a  mile  and  a  half,  the  ground  mostly  low  and  undulating.  The  general 
pointed  out  the  hill  he  should  first  attempt  to  secure.  He  requested  me  to 
allow  Colonel  Buschbeck's  brigade  to  remain  and  skirmish  on  his  right,  while  he 
advanced  toward  the  ridge.  The  brigade  was  ordered  to  remain ;  I  then  re- 
turned to  my  corps  by  the  route  we  had  come.  Believing  Colonel  Krizanowski 
could  take  care  of  his  brigade,  situated  as  he  was  under  the  cover  of  Wheeler's 
guns  from  the  opposite  shore,  I  concluded  to  leave  him  on  the  northeast  side  of 
the  Citico  to  keep  open  the  communication  along  the  river  with  Buschbeck's 
brigade.  During  this  march  and  while  returning  heavy  cannonading  was  heard 
in  the  direction  of  Lookout  mountain,  and  at  5.20  p.  m.  we  were  cheered  with 
the  news  that  General  Hooker  had  carried  the  heights  and  secured  the  eastern 
slope  of  the  mountain.  Dilger's  Ohio  battery  had  been  sent  to  the  Ghattanooiga 
creek,  and  fired  effectively,  preventing  a  movement  of  the  enemy  between 
Hooker  and  Palmer,  and  covering  the  building  of  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the 
creek. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  25th  I  issued  an  order  to  my  divisions,  in  ac- 
cordance with  General  Thomas's  instructions,  to  conform  to  the  movements  rf 
General  Sherman  as  he  moved  forward  along  the  ridge.  I  was  to  advance  and 
complete  my  connexion  with  him.    In  order  to  effect  this,  after  bearing  that  be 
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had  reached  the  tunnel  of  the  East  Tennessee  railroad,  I  directed  General 
Steinwehr  to  push  forward  his  left  till  it  rested  on  this  railroad,  which  he  ac- 
complished with  very  little  opposition.  During  the  whole  morning,  from  day- 
light, the  enemy  were  seen  maiching  along  the  crest  of  Mission  ridge  toward 
General  Steinwehr's  position. 

At  9.45  a.  m.  an  order  was  received  by  me  to  march  towards  General  Sherman, 
looking  out  well  for  my  right  flank.  An  aide  from  General  Grant  urged  me  to 
hasten,  as  General  Sherman  needed  re-enforcements. 

At  10.45  a.  m.  my  head  of  column  arrived  at  the  pontoon  bridge,  where  I 
halted  and  massed  my  troops,  starting  to  report  in  person  to  General  Sherman. 
He  sent  me  the  order  through  Lieutenant  Colonel  Meysenburg,  of  my  staff,  and 
afterwards  repeated  it  to  me,  to  take  post  on  his  left,  closing  a  space  that  had 
just  been  left  vacant  by  ti  oops  that  had  been  pushed  further  to  the  right  in  sup- 
port of  the  main  attack  along  the  ridge. 

The  corps  was  placed  as  directed,  its  left  resting  on  Chickamauga  creek,  near 
Bovce's  station,  and  its  front  well  covered  by  a  good  line  of  skirmishers.  The 
right  rested  high  up  the  ridge  on  a  work  constructed  and  occupied  by  a  part  of 
General  Blair's  corps.  Here  again  my  troops  covered  themselves  with  breast- 
works. The  report  that  General  Sherman  had  reached  the  tunnel  was  premature. 
Instead  of  finding  a  continued  ridge  of  land,  as  one  would  suppose  looking  from 
Chattanooga,  that  portion  of  Mission  ridge  north  of  the  East  Tennessee  rail- 
road is  broken  into  transverse  ridges  with  deep  ravines  between  them. 

The  enemy's  troops  had  possession  of  the  first  ridge  or  hill  north  of  the  Ten- 
nessee on  my  arrival,  and  a  fierce  contest  was  going  on  between  them  and  the 
attacking  party  for  its  possession. 

Colonel  Buschbeck's  brigade,  or  rather  a  part  of  it,  as  General  Steinwehr  had 
detained  two  of  his  regiments  with  him,  was  bearing  a  part  in  this  action.  Hav- 
ing been  assigned  to  General  Ewing,  this  brigade  went  into  action  with  that 
of  Colonel  Loomis  of  Ewing's  division.  The  conduct  of  the  twenty-seventh 
Pennsylvania,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  McAloon,  was  most  highly  compli- 
mented. 

The  main  attack  was  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and  Colonel  Loomis  was 
trying  to  support  it  by  a  movement  from  the  front.  McAloon  actually  led  his 
regiment  up  that  steep  acclivity,  five  or  six  hundred  feet  high,  under  a  terrific  fire 
of  grape  and  musketry,  and  staid  there  until  he  was  mortally  wounded.  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Taft  behaved  with  equal  intrepidity  with  the  seventy-third  Penn- 
sylvania, until  he  was  killed  His  troops  arove  the  en^my  fi'om  some  buildings 
and  held  them.  Subsequently,  after  his  death,  some  of  his  company  commanders 
culpably  allowed  themselves  and  many  of  their  men  to  be  taken  by  the  enemy. 
It  is  alleged,  in  excuse  for  them,  they  had  exhausted  their  ammunition ;  that 
Colonel  Loomis  left  their  flank  exposed  and  their  position  was  turned.  General 
Sherman  did  not  succeed  in  dislodging  the  enemy,  but  these  vigorous  assaults 
served  to  accumulate  against  us  a  heavy  force  and  thus  weakened  other  portions 
of  the  enemy's  line.  • 

It  is  due  to  the  true-hearted  men  who  nobly  sacrificed  their  lives  at  this  point, 
or  who  are  now  suffering  from  painful  wounds,  that  their  names  and  their  regi- 
ments should  not  be  overlooked.  They  contributed  all  they  could  to  the  grand 
result.  News  arrived  in  the  evening  that  General  Thomas  had  carried  Mission 
ridge  by  direct  assault,  that  General  Hooker  had  moved  to  Rossville  and  got 
upon  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  that  the  enemy  was  In  full  retreat. 

The  enemy  left  our  front  during  the  night.  The  battle  of  Chattanooga  was 
over  and  it  was  a  success.  The  news  spread  like  wild-fire  and  the  Chicka- 
mauga hills  echoed  with  our  soldiers'  victorious  cheers.  By  direction  of  General 
Sherman,  about  5  a.  m.  of  the  26th,  the  corps  crossed  the  Chickamauga  near  its 
mouth  by  a  pontoon  bridge  already  there  and  proceeded  towards  Chickamauga 
station,  ascending  the  creek.     At  7  a.  m.  we  overtook  Davis's  division  that 
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crossed  in  the  night ;  the  fog  was  so  dense  that  you  could  not  discern  a  hone  at 
a  hundred  yards. 

General  Davis  reported  to  me  on  my  arrival  as  the  senior  officer.  I  desired 
him  to  keep  the  le^id  and  make  his  own  dispositions.  We  pushed  forward  care- 
fully till  the  fog  cleared  away,  heing  delayed  somewhat  by  reports  that  the 
enemy  was  moving  in  force  towards  our  left.  We  reached  Ghickamauga  station 
at  12  m.,  Davis's  advance  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  Two  siege  guns,  about 
a  thousand  bushels  of  com,  ten  pontoons,  and  considerable  flour  were  captured 
here,  large  quantities  of  flour  ana  corn  were  burning  when  w©  arrived.  General 
Sherman  joined  us  at  this  point,  and  the  pursuit  was  continued.  Just  before 
dark  Davis's  advance  came  upon  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  posted  in  the  farther 
edge- of  a  small  opening  in  a  forest,  some  three  miles  this  side  of  Grejsrille. 
Two  brigades  were  deployed  and  soon  succeeded  in  dislodging  and  driving  this 
force.  In  the  mean  time  I  had  brought  up  my  command  and  posted  Steinwehr'i 
division  on  Davis's  right,  and  massed  Schurz's  division  in  reserve.  We  encamped 
at  this  point. 

November  27,  march  resumed  at  6  a.  m.  At  Greysville  I  met  Grcnerak 
Palmer  and  Sherman,  and  learned  that  General  Hooker's  column  was  already 
on  the  way  to  Ringgold.  I  was  directed  to  move  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ghick- 
amauga, and,  if  possible,  reach  the  railroad  between  Dalton  and  Cleveland.  I 
found  that  the  best  practicable  route  on  that  side  of  the  creek  led  tfarongfa  Par- 
ker's gap,  so  that  I  marched  thither.  After  passing  the  gap,  I  detached  two 
brigades,  one  from  General  Stein wehr,  or  raiher  from  Colonel  Buschbeck's, 
(General  Steinwehr,  owing  to  sickness,  having  left  us  at  Greysville,)  and  an- 
other (Hecker's)  from  General  Schurz.  These  brigades  and  a  section  of  Dilger*8 
battery,  under  command  of  Colonel  Orland  Smith,  marched  on  to  the  railroad. 
My  aide-de-camp.  Major  C.  W.  Howard,  with  a  squad  of  cavalry,  accompanied 
the  expedition.  The  remainder  of  Schurz's  division  (Tyndale's  and  Krizanowski'i 
brigade?)  were  moved  forward  two  miles,  the  better  to  support  Colonel  Smith,  if 
required.  Colonel  Smith's  orders  were  to  proceed  to  Red  Clay,  destroy  a» 
much  as  we  could  of  the  railroad,  and,  if  possible,  return  the  same  night  This 
work  was  done,  and  well  done.  A  rebel  officer,  having  despatches  from  Kelley's 
cavalry  division  at  Cleveland  to  Bragg,  and  a  few  other  prisoners  were  captured. 
Some  three  miles  of  railroad  track  were  torn  up,  the  sleepers  burnt,  and  the  rail* 
bent  by  the  fire.  Three  cars  and  the  depot  building  were  destroyed.  The 
brigades  then  returned  to  Parker's  gap,  reporting  to  their  commands  between 
12  and  1  at  night.  They  had  made  a  continuous  march  of  twenty-seven  (27) 
miles,  besides  this  extra  work  at  the  railroad.  This  operation  prevented  for 
the  present  the  possibility  of  Longstreet  joining  Bragg  by  railroad,  and  it  equally 
prevented  the  passage  of  any  re-enforcements  from  Bragg  to  Longstreet 

The  pursuit  of  the  enemy  had  now  ended.  We  had  in  possession  about  100 
prisoners  gathered  on  the  march.  The  next  morning  the  order  was  issued  that 
the  corps  should  rest  one  day,  and  afterwards  return  to  Chattanooga.  Thataftep 
noon  General  Sherman  made  known  to  me  that  Gteneral  Grant  had  instructed 
him  to  move  to  the  Hiawassee,  to  operate  against  Longstreet.  He  wanted  hisentirt 
column,  and  issued  orders  to  me  accordingly,  designating  the  route  I  should 
take.     The  rest  of  the  day  and  night  was  therefore  spent  in  preparation. 

Wagons  belonging  to  the  different  brigades  were  on  the  road,  many  of  them 
stuck  in  the  mud,  all  the  way  from  Parker's  gap  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cbicka- 
mauga.  As  the  command  was  short  of  rations,  the  wagons  had  to  be  brought 
up  before  the  next  morning  By  extraordinary  exertions  this  was  done,  and 
three  days'  rations  distributed. 

One  battery  and  all  of  the  wagons,  except  the  ammunition,  were  sent  back  to 
Chattanooga.  November  29  the  corps  marched  from  Parker's  gap  to  Cleve- 
land, twenty  miles.     A.  company  of  sixty  (60)  rebel  cavalry,  in  Cleveland  and 
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its  immediate  vicinity,  escaped  towards  Dalton  as  we  approached.  The  rebel 
provost  marshal,  Captain  Henly,  was  captured. 

November  30,  the  corps  marched  to  Charleston  on  the  Hiawassee.  On 
learning  of  our  approach  a  company  of  rebel  cavalry,  about  three  (300)  hundred 
infantry,  and  several  wagons,  left  towards  Athens.  We  found  the  pontoon 
bridge  broken,  swung  around,  and  many  of  the  boats  stove,  and  others  rapidly 
floating  down  stream,  the  railroad  bridge  partially  destroyed,  the  stringers  hav- 
ing been  sawed  off  and  two  of  the  trestles  thrown  down.  A  detachment  of  rebels  on 
the  opposite  bank  were  trying  to  destroy  three  cars  loaded  with  stores,  where- 
npon  Wheeler,  with  a  section  of  his  battery,  opened  fire  upon  them  and  drove 
them  off.  From  these  cars  we  subsequently  obtained  some  two  days'  rations  of 
flour  and  seven  or  eight  days'  of  salt  and  a  quantity  of  spikes,  which  came  in 
play  in  repairing  the  bridge.  Several  boats  were  rescued  by  Colonel  Orland 
Smith,  by  whieh  he  cross^  a  regiment  immediately.  During  the  rest  of  the 
day  and  the  following  night  the  railroad  bridge  was  repaired,  planked  over,  and 
rendered  passable  for  artillery  and  wagons. 

December  1,  the  crossing  commenced  at  5  a.  m.  We  arrived  at  Athens  by 
4  p.  m.,  and  encamped  about  two  miles  beyond ;  march  for  the  day  fourteen 
(14)  miles.  Here  we  heard  the  report  that  Longstreet  had  attacked  Bumside, 
at  Knoxville,  and  had  been  repulsed  on  Sunday,  November  29. 

December  2,  the  corps  leaves  camp  at  5^  a.  m.  for  Philadelphia  and  Loudon. 
About  three  (3)  miles  this  side  of  Sweetwater,  the  advance  came  upon  a  detach- 
ment of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  As  soon  as  the  infantry  skirmishers  approached 
within  musket  range,  the  cavalry  would  leave.  We  kept  them  in  sight  till  we 
arrived  at  Sweetwater,  at  which  place  we  were  directed  oy  Major  General  Sher- 
man to  make  a  halt  in  order  to  allow  Colonel  Long,  with  his  cavalry,  to  pass  us. 
This  small  brigade  of  cavalry  was  instructed  to  move  forward  and  make  a  dash 
into  Loudon,  with  a  view  to  save  the  enemy's  pontoon  bridge  and  stores  at  that 
point.  I  was  directed  to  follow  Colonel  Long  and  give  him  support,  in  ease  he 
needed  it.  We  marched  to  within  about  three  miles  of  Loudon,  having  made 
that  day  twenty-three  (23)  miles,  when  it  became  dark.  The  roads  were  too 
had  and  the  command  too  weary,  to  proceed  further  that  night.  A  section  of 
Wheeler's  battery  was  sent  forward  to  Colonel  Long,  at  his  request. 

December  3,  we  break  camp  at  4  a.  m.,  and  march  for  Loudon ;  Colonel 
Long's  cavalry  was  about  two  miles  from  town.  His  advance  picket  not  nearer 
than  one  mile.  On  the  approach  the  evening  before,  the  enemy  had  opened 
upon  him  with  artillery,  so  that  he  deemed  it  prudent  not  to  make  the  dash. 

On  entering  the  town  we  found  that  the  rebel  General  Vaughn's  command, 
consisting  of  a  small  brigade  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  a  detachment  of  cavalry, 
had  evacuated,  having  destroyed  from  sixty  to  seventy-five  cars,  containing  sup- 
plies of  commissary  stores,  clothing,  and  ammunition,  three  locomotives,  and 
partly  their  pontoon  bridge.  The  railroad  bridge  at  London,  previously  burnt, 
had  not  been  rebuilt.  The  stone  piers  were  standing.  The  main  channel  of 
the  Tennessee,  in  between  the  Loudon  shore  and  the  first  pier,  we  found  com- 
pletely filled  with  the  rubbish  of  locomotives,  cars,  and  their  contents,  which 
had  been  set  on  fire  before  being  run  into  the  river.  Notwithstanding  this 
wholesale  destruction  of  property,  there  were  distributed  among  the  inhabitants 
and  stored  in  warehouses  a  sufficient  quantity  of  rebel  provisions  to  feed  my 
command  for  three  days,  after  leaving  sufficient  for  the  rebel  wounded,  cap- 
tared  in  hospital  at  Loudon,  about  seventy-five  in  number.  These  were  a  part 
of  Longstreet's  wounded  from  his  unsuccessful  assault  at  Knoxville  on  the 
Sunday  previous. 

There  were  two  redoubts  upon  the  heights,  on  the  west  side  of  Loudon,  one 
of  which  was  located  upon  a  position  of  natural  strength,  and  made  to  face  south- 
ward ;  the  other  was  nearer  the  river,  and  facing  towards  it.  One  of  my  batte- 
ries was  located  in  the  latter,  and  on  the  appearance  of  some  squads  of  rebel 
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cavalry  upon  the  opposite  bank  opened  fire.  Considerable  artillery  firing  wu 
allowed,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  in  the  hope  that  the  guns  migpbt  be 
heard  by  General  Bumside,  at  Knoxville,  and  he  thus  be  made  aware  of  the 
approach  of  re-enforcements.  Off  against  the  redoubts  the  river  makes  a  sudden 
bend  forming  a  peninsula.  The  road  leading  to  the  rebel  pontoon  bridge  passed 
across  this  peninsula,  making  the  bridge  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  £rom  town 
by  land,  and  six  by  water. 

One  incident  occurred  at  Loudon  which  made  a  strong  impression  upon  my 
mind.  Along  the  entire  route,  from  Parker's  gap  to  Loudon,  we  were  cheered 
by  the  most  lively  demonstrations  of  loyalty  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants. 
Therefore  we  never  lacked  for  information  as  to  roads,  bridges,  fords,  location  of 
the  enemy,  &c.  But  here  a  man,  who  had  been  a  major  in  the  rebel  service  and 
resigned,  came  to  me,  and,  without  laying  any  claim  to  loyalty,  stated  that  he 
had  drifted  with  the  current,  but  since  our  recent  victory  was  satisfied  that  Ten- 
nessee would  resume  her  place  in  the  Union.  He  gave  me  information  so  accu- 
rate that  I  was  able  to  sketch  the  works  at  Knoxville,  and  the  enemy's  position. 
He  also  gave  me  the  enemy's  strength,  with  the  names  of  the  officers  commanding 
at  different  points,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  substantially  correct. 

The  next  day  Colonel  Hecker,  commanding  third  brigade  third  division,  sent 
a  regiment  across  the  Tennessee,  which  skirmished  with  the  enemy's  cavalij, 
and  took  possession  of  four  rifled  guns  which  General  Vaughn  had  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon.    They  also  captured  a  rebel  flag. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  about  thirty  rebel  wagons  that  the  enemy  has 
partially  destroyed  by  cutting  the  spokes  of  the  wheels.  In  anticipation  of 
crossing  the  Little  Tennessee,  at  Davis's  ford,  I  set  a  detachment  to  work  to  re- 
pair these  wagons  sufficiently  to  enable  their  transportation  to  the  ford,  six  mileflt 
and  to  construct  from  them  a  bridge  suitable  for  infantry.  1  found  that  there 
were  not  enough  wagons  to  stretch  across  the  river,  a  distance  of  upwards  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  (750)  feet,  and  therefore  made  movable  trestles  to  com- 
plete the  bridge.  It  had  been  hitherto  understood  that  my  command  was  to 
march  to  Morgantown  to  cross  a  bridge  in  the  process  of  construction  by  General 
Blair,  my  corps  to  cross  in  rear  of  General  Blair.  Finding  that  this  would  not 
only  occasion  a  loss  of  time,  but  greatly  increase  the  distance  to  be  marched  hy 
my  command,  I  obtained  permission  from  General  Sherman  to  make  the  bridge, 
as  indicated,  at  Davis's  ford.  The  captured  wagons  were  loaded  with  plank 
from  the  depot,  and  by  6  p.  m.  the  bridge  was  commenced.  Colonel  Boughton, 
with  his  regiment,  one  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York  volunteers,  cheerfully 
undertook  the  work.  Other  plank  were  procured  from  neighboring  bams,  the 
loyal  people  not  only  cheerfully  consenting,  but  lending  a  helping  hand  in  the 
work. 

While  at  Loudon  we  heard  of  a  raid  in  our  rear  upon  Charleston  by  rebel 
cavalry.  Nothing  reliable  from  Bumside  yet.  My  corps  marched  at  10  p.  m.i 
and  reached  Davis's  ford  in  time  to  begin  the  crossing  at  daylight.  The  bridge 
thrown  obliquely  across,  more  than  1,000  feet  long,  was  completed  in  season, 
two-thirds  or  more  made  of  wagons,  with  connecting  planks,  the  remainder  of 
light  trestle-work.  The  horses,  artillery,  and  wagons,  crossed  simultaneously 
by  this  ford.  While  at  Loudon  an  order  was  received  from  General  Sherman 
announcing  that  his  army  would  be  commanded  as  follows :  The  right  wing, 
General  F.  Blair ;  centre.  Major  General  Gordon  Granger ;  left  wing  by  myself; 
and  that  the  different  commanders  would  act  independently,  and  on  the  offen- 
sive, marching  to  the  support  of  each  other  at  the  sound  of  the  guns.  My  corps 
reached  Louisville,  Tennessee,  by  dark,  having  made  above  twenty  (20)  miles. 

At  United  we  learned  that  a  courier,  passing  that  morning  with  despatches 
from  General  Bumside,  had  said  that  Longstreet  was  beginning  his  retreat 
This  was  the  first  positive  information  of  the  fact  received  by  me. 

At  Louisville  I  saw  a  boy  just  from  Knoxville,  who  said  Longstreet  was  ia 
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ftdl  retreat.  This  boy,  eon  of  a  loyal  citizeo,  had  carried  through  to  General 
Bamside  despatchee,  which  his  father,  then  with  Colonel  Bird  at  Kingston,  had 
Biicceeded,  with  the  help  of  a  sister,  in  forwarding  from  the  latter  place.  The 
NBter  travelled  some  eighteen  miles,  through  a  country  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
and  crossed  the  Tennessee  in  the  night.  We  learned  that  Longstreet's  retreat 
commenced  the  day  before,  and  that  there  had  been  some  rebel  cavalry  hovering 
ab<)nt  Louisville  until  the  day  of  our  arrival. 

My  command  was  allowed  to  rest  the  following  day.  Sunday,  December  6, 
in  person,  I  visited  Knoxville,  where  I  met  Major  General  Sherman,  and  re- 
ceived instructions  to  commence  the  return  march  on  the  morrow.  It  was  de- 
cided that  General  Granger's  corps  should  remain  as  re-enforcement  to  General 
Bnmside,  in  accordance  with  first  plan,  an  order  of  Major  General  Grant,  which 
had  designated  General  Granger's  command  to  move  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville. 
Besides,  the  fact  that  my  corps  was  to  a  larse  extent  without  tents,  one  or  two 
brigades  without  blankets,  ana  nearly  all  either  suffering  from  bad  shoes,  or  en- 
tirely destitute  of  shoes,  having  turned  directly  from  the  pursuit  of  Bragg, 
without  going  back  for  anything.  These  considerations  made  it  advisable  that 
we  return  as  soon  as  possible  to  our  camps,  now  that  the  pressing  necessity  was 
over.  On  the  march  back  the  commissaries  generally  preceded  the  corps,  and, 
seizing  the  mills,  notified  the  inhabitants  to  bring  in  wheat  and  com,  which 
they  purchased  and  ground  in  readiness  for  distribution  on  the  arrival  of  their 
respective  brigades.  The  mills  were  kept  running  night  and  day.  The  salt 
captured  at  Charleston  on  the  way  up  lasted  till  our  return  to  the  same  place. 
By  means  of  this  we  were  able  to  make  use  of  the  cattle  and  sheep  of  the  country, 
wiuch  were  sufficient  for  our  purpose.  The  region  of  our  march  also  abounded 
in  sorghum,  or  home-made  molasses,  which  was  purchased  in  quantity,  and 
issued  to  the  troops.  This  was  found  a  suitable  substitute  for  sugar.  For  coffee, 
wlieat  in  the  grain  was  issued.     No  complaint  of  want  of  food  came  to  my  ears. 

The  loyal  inhabitants  were  no  less  demonstrative  on  our  return  than  on  our 
march  up.  One  lamentable  fact  came  under  my  observation,  the  habit  of  depre- 
dation upon  the  property  of  citizens  pervading  among  certain  poi-tions  of  oar 
srmy,  too  little  checked  by  officers.  Instances  of  great  outrage  came  to  my 
knowledge,  and  of  suffering  on  account  of  such  misconduct  of  the  troops,  even 
among  people  of  undoubted  loyalty.  While  called  upon  through  necessity  to 
impress  supplies,  I  ordered  proper  receipts  in  all  cases  to  be  given,  and  restrained 
theft  by  the  severest  punishment.  We  returned  by  comparatively  easy  marches, 
recrossing  the  bridge  of  wagons  at  Davis's  ford. 

At  Athens  a  halt  was  made  by  direction  of  General  Sherman,  except  that  one 
brigade  (Colonel  Hecker's)  was  sent  forward  to  Charleston  to  the  bridge  and 
beld  it.  The  cavalry  guard,  on  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  abandoned 
the  Charleston  bridge  and  fled.  It  was,  however,  only  partially  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  so  that  Colonel  Hecker  repaired  it  again  in  a  couple  of  days. 

General  Sherman  had  located  Davis's  division  abreast  of  Hecker,  further  up 
the  river,  at  Columbus,  thus  threatening  to  move  down  the  old  federal  road  past 
Bragg's  right,  while  the  rest  of  his  force  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Telice  plains,  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  Colonel  Long's  cavalry,  which  had  gone  in  pursuit  of 
me  of  Longstreet's  trains  through  Murphy,  North  Carolina. 

Supplies  were  expected  by  the  river  to  Cottonport,  and  I  was  directed  to 
mpress  wagons  and  have  the  stores  brought  to  Athens,  with  a  view  to  a  con- 
^ntration  at  that  point.     But,  by  a  mistake,  no  supplies  were  landed  there. 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Long  returned,  the  march  was  continued  to  Chattanooga. 
It  Cleveland  my  troops  were  cheered  by  the  arrival  of  a  day's  ration  of  hard 
>read  and  coffee,  which  I  had  arranged  to  have  meet  me  at  that  place.  My 
iorps,  followed  by  Davis's  division,  passed  through  McDaniel's  gap.  The  road 
vas  execrable,  a  third  of  the  men  without  proper  clothing,  and  many  barefooted, 
uid  now  a  heavy  rain  added  to  the  discomforts  and  difficulties  of  the  march. 
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Tet  oar  devoted  soldiers  toiled  on  without  complaiDt.  We'  arriyed  at  our  old 
camp  in  Lookout  vallej,  December  17th.  The  corps  had  endured  the  extreme 
fatigue  of  a  three  days'  battle,  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  for  two  days, 
affectively  destroyed  the  railroad  communication  between  Longstreet  and  Bragg, 
and  then  turned  northward  and  made  a  march  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  milei 
to  the  relief  of  Bumside,  and  then  immediately  returned  to  its  old  camp;  and  when 
we  consider  that  this  was  accomplished  under  such  unfavorable  circumstances  as 
wretched  roads,  no  transportation,  few  blankets  and  tents,  with  rivers  to  cross 
without  bridge  trains,  and  supplies  to  be  collected  from  the  country,  why  nutj  we 
not  speak  of  our  soldiers  with  pride  as  equal  to  any  in  the  world  ?  I  wish  to  com- 
mend my  division  and  brigade  commanders  for  the  energy  and  constancy  they  mani- 
fested during  this  campaign.  More  than  I  can  express  is  due  to  the  untiring  efforts 
of  the  different  members  of  my  staff;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Asmussen,  aasistant  in- 
spector general,  evinced  his  usual  activity  and  ability.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mey- 
eenburg,  assistant  adjutant  general.  Major  0.  H.  Howard,  aide-de-camp.  Captain 
Simson,  aide-de-camp,  and  Captain  Pearson,  (seventeenth  infantry,)  C.  of  M., were, 
as  heretofore,  fearless  in  action  and  ever  ready  on  the  march  to  do  everything 
required  of  them  without  flagging.  Major  Hoffman,  of  my  engineers,  gave  me  great 
assistance ;  the  medical  director,  Surgeon  D.  G.  Brinton,  United  States  volun- 
teers, aided  by  Surgeon  Robert  Hubbard,  medical  inspector,  and  Captain  Bowe, 
chief  of  ambulances,  relieved  me  from  all  care  regarding  the  sick ;  Captain 
Bchofield,  assistant  provost  marshal,  and  Lieutenants  Oilbreth,  Palmer,  and 
Wickham,  deserve  mention  for  their  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  in  duty  bj 
day  and  night.  My  chief  of  scouts  and  road  engineers,  £.  H.  Kirlin,  rendered 
valuable  assistance;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  seventy-third  Ohio,  in  the  differ- 
ent towns  through  which  we  passed,  acting  as  provost  marshal,  was  untiring  in 
his  exertions  to  preserve  order. 

Herewith  you  will  find  a  nominal  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  this  corps 
at  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  and  map  of  the  position. 
Bespectfully, 

0.  0.  HOWARD, 

Major  General. 

Captain  H.  W.  Pbrkixs, 

A.  A.  Gen,  llth  and  12th  corps. 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide  de-Camp. 


Headquarters  14th  ArxMY  Corps, 

Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  December,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  the  information  of  the  general  command- 
ing the  department,  the  reports  of  Brigadier  General  Johnson  and  Brigadier 
General  A.  Baird,  commanding  divisions,  of  the  part  borne  by  the  commands 
during  the  late  operations  near  Chattanooga,  together  with  the  reports  of  thdr 
brigade  and  regimental  commanders  respectively. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  report  of  the  operations  of  each  division  is  complete 
of  itself,  and  as  their  movements  were  entirely  disconnected  with  each  other, 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  blend  them.  They  are  respectfully  referred  to  for 
all  details  and  particulars. 

The  pleasing  duty  devolves  upon  me  in  forwarding  these  papers,  whieh  ends 
my  connexion  with  the  army,  to  express  my  high  satisfaction  with  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  these  divisions;  Brigadier  Generals  Johnaoa  and 
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Baird  were  prompt,  able,  and  tme.  They  discharged  all  their  duties  like  earnest 
patriots  and  good  soldiers,  nor  were  their  subordinates  less  entitled  to  praise. 

All  the  members  of  my  personal  staff  deserve  and  have  my  thanks  for  their 
good  conduct. 

Appended  hereto  will  be  found  a  consolidated  statement,  trophies  and  prison- 
ers captured,  as  well  as  the  casualities  of  the  command. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  M.  PALMER, 

Major  General. 
Brig.  General  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

True  copy: 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

Killed  and  tcounded  in  tlip first  division  lith  army  corps. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

Fbit  brigade 

25 
21 

124 

159 

86oond  brigade 

145 

Grand  total 

46 

258 

304 

CAPTURES 

3. 

Three  Napoleon  gnns,  with  horses  and  harness  complete;  two  caissons,  with 
horses  and  namess  complete ;  one  Napoleon  gun ;  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  (1,165)  prisoners  of  all  grades,  from  lieutenant  colonel  down  to 
privates ;  five  stands  of  colors,  with  a  great  number  of  small  arms. 

Killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  third  division  lith  army  corps. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

IHtbI  briflrade 

57 
22 

18 

222 
139 

100 

4 
2 

1 

283 

fiecond  bri(rade  ....... ...... ...... 

163 

7hird  bricrade. 

119 

Grand  total 

97 

t 

461 

7 

565 

CAPTURES 

3. 

One  regimental  and  one  battle  flag,  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery ;  about  two 
hundred  (200)  small-arms  in  good  condition. 


Headquarters  First  Division.  14th  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  30,  1863. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  division  from 
November  23d  up  to  this  date : 

November  23. — I  was  directed  by  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps 
to  place  my  first  and  third  brigades,  (the  second  being  on  picket,)  within  the 
rifle  pits  in  front  of  my  encampment  where  the  troops  remained  during  the  night. 


158         REPORT  OP  MAJOE  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

'November  24. — General  Baird's  division  of  the  14th  army  corps  was  Bent  to 
the  front,  and  the  forts  and  iutrenchments  in  front  of  his  encampment  were  held 
by  my  division.  The  command  under  General  Hooker  attacked  the  enemy  on 
Lookout  mountain,  and  late  in  the  evening  I  was  ordered  to  send  General  Cw- 
lin's  brigade  over  Chattanooga  creek  to  report  to  General  Hooker.  The  creek 
being  much  swollen  by  recent  rains,  and  the  banks  very  abrupt,  it  was  impoefi- 
ble  to  ford  it  or  to  throw  over  a  temporary  bridge.  Meeting  with  Colonel  Stan- 
ley, eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  he  kindly  consented  to  bring  down  a  feny-bott, 
which  was  used.  Pending  the  arrival  of  the  ferry-boat,  the  corps  commander 
directed  Major  Mendenhall  to  bring  down  to  the  bank  of  the  creek  some  artillery. 
One  section  of  the  eighth  Wisconsin  battery,  and  one  section  of  the  seventh 
Indiana  battery,  were  posted  in  position,  and  did  fine  execution  against  the 
masses  of  the  enemy  hurled  against  General  Hooker's  left,  and  prevented  re-en- 
forcements being  sent  against  our  forces  on  the  mountain. 

General  Carlin,  although  necessarily  delayed  a  short  time,  formed  a  junction 
with  General  Hooker  on  the  rough  irregular  slope  of  the  mountain  in  tune  to 
assist  in  repelling,  in  a  gallant  style,  a  heavy  assault  upon  our  lines. 

Nove7nher  25. — General  Carlin's  brigade  recrossed  Chattanooga  creek  and 
rejoined  my  command,  while  the  forces  on  Lookout  mountain  passed  down  the 
eastern  slope  and  over  the  valley  to  the  foot  of  Missionary  ridge.  In  the  after 
noon  I  was  instructed  to  draw  in  my  second  brigade  from  picket,  and  hold  it  in 
readiness  to  move  against  the  enemy ;  my  third  brigade,  (General  Starkweather,) 
was  ordered  to  hold  the  forts  and  iutrenchments  in  and  around  Chattanooga. 
Later  in  the  day  I  was  ordered  to  form  my  command  in  two  lines,  resting  mj 
left  against  the  right  of  General  Sheridan's  division,  and  to  conform  to  his  move- 
ments. Up  to  this  time,  owing  to  the  sickness  of  General  King,  whose  absence 
I  regretted  very  much,  my  second  brigade  had  been  commanded  by  the  ac- 
complished soldier.  Colonel  M.  F.  Moore,  of  sixty -ninth  regiment  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry ;  Colonel  Stoughton,  of  the  eleventh  Michigan  volunteers,  arrived,  and 
by  virtue  of  seniority,  took  command  of  the  brigade. 

My  division  was  formed.  General  Carlin  on  the  right,  and  Colonel  Stoughton 
on  the  left,  connecting  with  General  Sheridan  and  facing  Missionary  ridge,  a 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers  was  thrown  out,  and  all  the  arrangements  made  for 
aiding  the  movement  on  the  left.  The  enemy  was  posted  in  a  strong  position 
in  front,  overlapping  and  extending  away  off  to  the  right  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  while  in  our  front  and  to  our  right  and  left  batteries  were  posted  so  aa  to 
have  a  cross-fire.  About  3.45  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  advance  was  sounded  on  my 
left,  which  was  promptly  conformed  to  by  my  command,  and  it  moved  forwaro 
steadily  across  the  valley  and  towards  the  base  of  Missionary  ridge.  My  skir- 
mishers soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  were  sheltered  by  their  riBe 
pits ;  but,  without  faltering,  and  under  a  galling  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery, 
they  moved  forward,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  first  line  of  iutrenchments. 
Notwithstanding  the  steepness  of  the  mountain,  the  division  moved  steadilj 
forward,  driving  the  rebels  from  their  works,  and  soon  the  summit  of  the  moun- 
tain was  reached,  and  the  colors  planted  upon  the  enemy's  boasted  stronghold; 
a  loud  and  prolonged  cheer  announced  that  a  great  victory  had  been  gained. 
The  summit  was  reached  a  little  before  sundown,  the  lines  reformed,  pickets 
thrown  out,  and  aiTangements  made  for  encamping  for  the  night.  Orders  were 
received  to  replenish  our  ammunition,  (up  to  one  hundred  rounds,)  and  to  issue 
four  days'  rations  preparatory  to  following  up  the  retreating  foe. 

November  26. — The  first  and  second  brigades,  the  second  in  advance,  moved 
out  on  the  road  leading  south  of  east,  accompanied  by  the  commander  of  the 
corps.  After  a  march  of  seven  miles  the  head  of  the  column  arrived  at  the  west 
Chickamauga  creek;  here  the  bridge  had  been  destroyed  and  the  creek  could  not 
be  forded.  The  horses  were  made  to  swim  over  while  a  temporary  bridge  waa 
constructed,  over  which  the  men  passed.    After  moving  one  and  a  ha^  mileB 
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ihe  coltmin  reached  Pea  Vine  creek,  and  here  again  it  wan  necessary  to  con- 
Btmct  a  temporary  bridge  for  our  men.  At  this  point  the  road  forked,  the  right 
hand  leading  directly  to  Ringgold;  the  left  leading  to  Graysville.  General 
Garlin  lead  off  on  the  latter  road. 

Before  advancing,  far  the  noise  of  men  and  wagons  rendeied  it  certain  that  a 
eolomn  of  the  enemy  was  retreating  by  the  Lafayette  road.  General  Garlin 
was  directed  to  form  into  line  of  battle,  and  Colonel  Stoaghton's  brigade  was,  by 
direction  of  the  corps  commander,  directed  to  advance  on  the  Ringgold  and  to 
its  crossing  with  the  Lafayette  road,  and  to  attack  the  enemy  vigorously.  This 
movement  was  made  in  gallant  style,  and  about  9  o'clock  p.  m.  a  volley  was 
fired  into  Stewart's  rebel  division,  the  men  of  which  scattered  in  all  directions, 
throwing  away  their  arms,  abandoning  their  colors,  and  leaving  in  our  possession 
three  Napoleon  guns,  two  caissons,  with  horses,  harness,  &c.,  and  quite  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners.  The  command  then  resumed  the  march  on  Graysville,  General 
Garlin  leading  with  his  brigade.  The  head  of  the  column  reached  the  village 
about  11  o'clock  p.  m.,  driving  out  of  it,  in  great  confusion,  a  number  of  the 
enemy,  supposed  to  be  a  brigade.  In  this  place  General  Garlin  captured  a 
number  of  prisoners  and  one  cannon. 

November  27. — At  early  dawn  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Ringgold  by  one 
road,  while  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps,  with  General  Baird's 
division,  marched  by  another  route.  This  movement  threw  me  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  forces. 

When  General  Hooker's  advance  reached  Ringgold  it  met  with  a  spirited 
resistance.  I  directed  General  Garlin  to  form  his  brigade  on  the  left  of  General 
Hooker  and  to  advance  and  attack.  This  was  done  in  fine  style,  and  soon  his 
skirmishers  opened  upon  those  of  the  enemy,  the  latter  fidling  back  to  the  sum- 
mit of  White  Oak  ridge. 

Before  advancing  far  General  Hooker  directed  me  \&  halt  and  await  further 
orders.  My  command  had  hardly  halted  before  the  enemy  withdrew  from  my 
front,  and  attacked  the  troops  on  my  right,  by  which  they  were  repulsed  and 
driven  from  the  field.  My  command  remained  in  Ringgold  until  the  morning 
of  the  29th  November,  when  it  was  ordered  to  return  to  this  place. 

The  battles  referred  to  in  this  report  were  fought  on  open  ground,  and  every 
commander  in  the  army  could  see  the  conduct  of  nearly  all  the  troops  engaged. 
To  say  my  division  done  well  would  hardly  convey  an  idea  of  the  noble  daring 
of  its  officers  and  men.  The  army  of  the  Cumberland  has  nobly  sustained  its 
gallant  reputation,  and  it  is  but  just  to  accord  to  the  heroes  of  Vicksburg  and 
the  Potomac  an  equal  share  in  the  honor  and  glory  won  by  our  united  efforts. 
I  cannot  close  this  report  without  acknowledging  the  valuable  services  of  my 
brigade  commanders. 

Brigadier  General  W.  P.  Garlin,  commanding  the  first  brigade,  ably  assisted 
by  Colonel  B.  F.  Scribner,  thirty-eighth  regiment  Indiana  volunteer  infantry, 
exhibited  the  same  cool  courage  and  daring  which  characterized  his  conduct  at 
Perryville,  Stone  river,  and  Cbickamauga.  I  thank  him  for  his  valuable  advice 
and  services,  and  congratulate  him  on  his  achievements.  Colonel  W.  L. 
Stonghton,  eleventh  Michigan  volunteers,  commanding  second  brigade;  Colonel 
M.  F.  Moore,  sixty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers,  commanding  left  wing,  and  Major 
J.  R.  Edie,  fifteenth  infantry.  United  States  army,  commanding  right  wing,  were 
very  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Great  praise  is  due  to  them.  A 
small  battalion  of  the  fifteenth  United  States  infantry,  never  under  fire  before, 
acted  like  veterans.  The  fifteenth  Kentucky  volunteers,  on  post  duty,  were 
not  engaged.  Its  Colonel,  Marion  C.  Taylor,  joined  me  and  acted  as  a  staff 
officer.  1  am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  valuable  assistance ;  he  was  at  all 
times  ready  and  wilUng  to  carry  orders  to  any  part  of  the  field.  He  is  a  brave 
and  gallant  officer,  worthy  of  promotion.  Major  Fitch,  Captain  Wagner,  Lieu- 
tenants Morris,  Lowe,  Kessler,  and  Smith,  and  Surgeon  Miller  of  my  staff,  were 
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prompt  and  efficient.    Their  gallantry  was  conspicaouB  on  all  occaBions  ciIliDg 
it  forth. 

The  hope  for  glory  add  distinction  will  account  for  the  gallantry  of  officers,  but 
how  can  we  thank  too  much  the  private  soldiers,  who  face  death  without  hope 
of  future  reward.  Every  officer  and  soldier  did  his  duty,  and  I  regret  not  bang 
ahle  to  submit  the  name  of  every  man  in  the  division  in  this  report,  in  order 
that  others  may  honor  those  to  whom  honor  is  justly  due. 

LOSS. 

First  brigade,  26  killed;  134  wounded.  Second  brigade,  21  killed;  124 
wounded.  Total  killed,  46.  Total  wounded,  258.  Total  killed  and  wounded, 
304. 

CAPTURES. 

Three  Napoleon  guns,  with  horses  and  harness  complete ;  two  caissons,  with 
horaes  and  harness  complete;  one  Napoleon  gun;  1,165  prisoners  of  all  grades, 
from  lieutenant  colonel  down  to  private;  two  stands  of  coloi*s,  with  a  great 
number  of  small  arms. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  the  report  of  Brigadier  General  Garlin  with 
sub-reports. 

The  reports  of  the  second  brigade  will  be  forwarded  when  received-. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  '^ 

E.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Brigadier  General  United,  States  Volunteen, 
Captain  B.  H.  Polk, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  lith  Army  Corps. 
True  copy : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


Hbadquarters  Tuird  Division,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  December  9, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  bj 
this  division  in  the  recent  operations  of  our  forces  in  this  vicinity. 

On  the  23d  of  November  I  received  orders  to  move  north  my  division  from 
its  camp,  within  the  line  of  works  surrounding  this  place,  and  to  display  mj 
force  in  position  near  Bossville  road,  immediately  in  front  of  the  rebel  iDtrench- 
ments,  strongly  threatening  attack,  but  to  avoid  becoming  seriously  engaged. 

During  the  €iftemoon  of  the  day,  (Monday,)  this  order  was  carried  into  execn- 
tion,  and  after  driving  back  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  my  lines  were  formed 
between  the  Rossville  and  Moore's  roads,  under  the  guns  of  our  own  works.  My 
position  was  quite  nearly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  centre,  and  on  the  right  of  the 
troops  composing  our  own  centre.  Tbe  object  of  the  demonstration  I  nIlde^ 
stood  to  be  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  other  movements  on  the  extreme  flankf. 

We  bivouacked  in  our  position  on  Monday  night,  and  continued  to  maintain  it 
during  Tuesday  and  Thursday  night.  On  that  day,  while  General  Uooker  on  our 
right  assaulted  Lookout  mountain,  gaining  such  a  foothold  upon  it  as  to  leid 
to  its  evacuation  during  the  night,  and  while  General  Sherman  on  our  left  estab- 
lished himself  upon  the  north  end  of  Missionary  ridge,  we  remained  compara- 
tively inactive,  only  skirmishing  slightly  with  the  rebel  pickets,  and  using  oitir 
artillery  upon  such  points  as  seemed  to  promise  the  most  for  the  object  in  view. 

On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  25th,  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  was  no 
longer  in  heavy  force  upon  our  right,  about  Chattanooga  creek*  and  I  sent  out 
parties  to  feel  in  that  direction,  so  as  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  he  had  witkdiaim. 
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While  engaged  in  this  way  orders  were  brought  me  directly  from  department 
headquarters,  directing  me  to  pass  with  my  division  to  the  extreme  left  to  the 
assistance  of  General  Sherman,  then  hotly  engaged  in  the  vicinity  of  Tunnel 
hill.  The  road  I  was  required  to  take  led  along  the  river,  and  it  was  several 
miles  to  the  point  when  I  struek  the  rear  of  General  Sherman's  command.  I 
had  barely  reached  this  point  with  the  head  of  my  column  when  a  messenger 
reached  me  with  orders  to  return  towards  the  centre,  and  to  form  my  division 
on  the  left  of  the  troops  occupying  that  position.  I  would  thus  prolong  the 
line  formed  by  General  Granger's  corps  towards  the  left,  and  partly  fill  up  the 
long  interval  between  him  and  General*Sherman.  It  was  then  about  noon,  and 
owing  to  the  difficult  character  of  the  ground,  intersected  by  streanis,  marshes, 
and  thickets,  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  reach  the  spot,  and  get  the  division 
into  position.  When  established,  my  right  joined  the  left  of  General  S.  Beatty's 
brigade  of  Wood's  division,  at  a  point  not  far  from  the  north  of  Orchard  Knob, 
my  left  extending  well  off  towards  the  tunnel.  My  brigades  were  posted  in 
dieir  order  from  right  to  left,  General  Turchin  on  the  right,  Colonel  Van  Der- 
veer  in  the  centre,  and  Colonel  Phelps  on  the  left,  and  the  division  was  in  two 
lines,  the  first  deployed  with  a  heavy  skirmish  line  in  front  and  on  the  left,  which 
was  otherwise  uncovered.  The  interval  between  my  left  and  General  Sherman 
was,  perhaps,  two  miles  in  extent ;  communication  being  open  between  us  by 
passing ^ppund  to  the  rear,  but  on  the  direct  line  lay  the  rebel  masses  which 
were  opposing  liim. 

I  had  just  completed  the  establishment  of  my  line,  and  was  upon  the  left  of 
it,  when  a  staff  officer  from  Major  General  Thomas  brought  me  verbal  orders 
to  move  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  open  ground  which  bordered  the  foot  of 
Mission  ridge,  within  striking  distance  of  the  rebel  rifle-pits  at  its  base,  so  as 
to  be  ready  at  a  signal,  which  would  be  the  firing  of  six  guns  from  Orchard 
Knob,  to  dash  forward  and  take  those  pits.  He  added  this  was  intended  pre- 
paratory to  a  general  assault  on  the  mountain  ;  titat  it  was  doubtless  desiigned 
by  the  major  general  commanding  that  I  should  take  part  in  this  movement,  so 
that  I  would  be  following  his  wishes  were  I  to  push  on  to  the  summit.  I  gave 
the  necessary  orders  to  the  third  brigade,  and  passing  on  to  the  right  was  in 
the  act  of  communicating  them  to  Colonel  Van  Derveer,  of  the  second,  when 
firing  fn»m  Orchard  Knob  began.  Many  more  than  six  shots  were  fired,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  determine  whether  it  was  the  signal  fixed  or  not ;  never- 
theless,! hastened  to  the  first  brigade,  when  I  found  the  troops  of  General  Wood's 
division  already  in  motion,  going  forward.  I  at  once  directed  General  Turchin  to 
push  to  the  front,  and  without  halting  to  take  the  rifle-pits ;  then,  conforming  his 
movements  to  those  of  the  troops  on  his  right,  to  endeavor  to  gain  the  summit  of  the 
mountain  along  with  them.  1  then  passed  back  towards  the  left  to  see  how  things 
were  progressing  there,  and  found  the  first  line  of  both  the  second  and  third  brigades 
in  possession  of  the  rifle-pits,  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  handsomely  dis- 
lodged, the  second  line  lying  down  some  short  distance  in  the  rear.  The  rebel 
troops  which  had  occupied  the  works  were  in  retreat  up  the  mountain,  while 
numerous  batteries,  both  in  our  front  and  far  to  our  right  and  left,  opened  upon 
us  a  heavy  cross-fire  from  the  crest.  For  a  time  this  cannonade  was  indeed 
severe ;  the  atmo;?phere  seemed  filled  with  messengers  of  death,  and  shells 
b'luuded  in  every  direction.  It  Wiis  continued  until  the  guns  were  Ciiptured, 
but,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  great  depression  under  which  they  were  fired,  our 
loss  was  far  less  than  might  have  been  expected.  Looking  towards  the  right  I 
saw  that  General  Turchin  had  passed  the  line  of  rifle-pits,  and  was  well  upon 
his  way  to  the  top  of  the  ridge.  Two  of  his  flags,  surrounded  by  a  troop  of  the 
bravest  spirits,  had  passed  the  rest  and  remained  for  some  time  perched  upon 
the  side  of  the  mountain  quite  near  its  to[).  I  saw,  however,  that  the  troops  on 
the  right  had  halted  near  the  rifle-pits,  contrary  to  my  understanding  when  I 
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gave  him  my  instructions,  and  that  he  was  unsupported.  I  was  in  the  act  of 
starting  forward  my  other  two  brigades  for  this  purpose,  when  I  received  orders 
not  to  permit  my  men  to  go  further,  and  not  to  permit  them  to  become  engaged. 
I  was  at  this  much  perplexed  as  to  how  I  should  best  withdraw  General  Tur- 
chin.  It  was  only,  however,  momentary,  as  another  order  came  in  less  than 
three  minutes  for  the  whole  line  to  charge  to  the  top.  This  order  having  been 
communicated,  all  of  both  lines  leaped  forward  with  a  shout  and  rushed  up  the 
mountain  side.  The  ridge,  more  or  less  steep  and  difficult  throughout,  was 
particularly  so  in  my  front,  but  those  striking  the  more  accessible  points,  and 
the  strongest  men,  and  the  bravest  men,  «oon  passed  to  the  front.  Kegioieutal 
organizations  became  somewhat  deranged,  and  presented  rather  the  appearance 
of  groups  gathered  around  the  colors,  which  they  pushed  onward  and  upward 
through  the  storm  of  bullets. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  commend  to  the  major  general  commanding  the  heroic 
gallantry  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  division  in  the  charge,  which  has  few 
parallels  in  my  readings  of  wars.  To  say  less  than  this  would  be  unjust  to 
those  brave  men,  to  say  more  might  seem  out  of  place,  since  it  occurred  under 
the  eye  of  the  general  himself.  I  rode  up  myself  to  the  interval  between  the 
first  and  second  brigades,  and  for  a  time  portions  of  the  line  were  concealed  from 
my  view,  but  I  have  taken  great  pains  to  collect  evidence  of  what  transpired, 
and  it  is  herewith  transmit  red.  ^. 

The  march  of  General  Turchin's  brigade  was  directed  upon  a  prominlht  knoh, 
on  which  there  were  several  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  small  house,  used  after- 
wards as  a  hospital.  It  may  be  recognized  readily  by  the  marks.  This  I  he- 
lieve  to  be  the  first  point  carried  by  my  command.  It  is  difficult  to  determine 
questions  of  slight  precedence  in  point  of  time,  in  a  rivalry  of  this  nature,  and 
when  all  act  nobly,  they  are  unimportant.  The  second  brigade,  in  line  go- 
ing Irom  troops  toward  the  right,  perhaps  that  of  General  Willich,  may  possibly 
have  reached  its  point  of  aim  a  little  before  mine  reached  theirs,  and  soon  after 
opened  communication  with  us.  The  intermediate  brigades  came  up  a  little 
later.  I  mention  the  first  knob  taken  by  General  Turchin's  command  partica- 
larly,  as  marking  the  extreme  point  towards  the  right  carried  by  this  division. 
It  was  strongly  defended  by  the  enemy,  who  was  driven  from  it  by  the  eleventh, 
thirty-first,  and  thirty-sixth  Ohio  regiments,  and  three  guns  captured.  From 
this  point  to  the  left,  every  foot  that  was  gained  was  due  to  the  stubborn  fight- 
ing of  the  men  of  this  division,  who  drove  the  enemy  steadily  before  them,  and 
whatever  captures  were  here  made  are  the  proper  trophies  of  their  v«lor.  Colo- 
nel Van  Dei-veer's  brigade  reached  the  crest  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  knob  taken 
by  General  Turchin,  and  Colonel  Phelps's  brigade,  a  little  further  yet  in  that 
direction. 

The  works  of  the  enemy  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge  consisted  of  a  slight 
breastwork  of  logs  and  stones,  capable,  however,  of  strong  defence.     During  the 
night  much  of  it  was  transferred  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  ridge  to  be  used  to 
our  advantage.      As  our  men  reached  the  summit  they  were  all  turned  to  the 
left,  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  resistance,  and  pressed  forward  after  him.    Ifl 
this  movement,  from  the  point  where  my  right  gained  the  top  of  the  extreme  left, ten 
or  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured.    My  men  found  them  in  the  possession 
of  the  enemy,  some  with  etrong  infantry  supports.     They  drove  him  from  them 
and  passed  over  them  in  the  pursuit.     One  of  their  batteries  was  recaptured  by 
a  rally  of  the  enemy,  but  again  taken  by  us.     The  credit  of  capturing  seven  of 
these  guns  is  claimed  by  the  first  brigade,  and  the  second  to  have  taken  five. 
It  is  not  impossible  that  two  are  the  same  in  the  claim  of  each  of  the  parties, 
for  the  men  got  much  mingled  together  at  the  end  of  the  assault,  yet  they  mij 
be  distinct ;  certain  it  is  that  the  men  of  this  division  took  ten  guns  out  of  the 
liands  of  the  enemy,  and  that  they  never  returned  to  him. 

A  map  attached  to  the  brigade  report  of  General  Turchin  shows  minotely  the 
jK)8itiou  of  most  of  the  batteries  captured  by  us,  and  I  invite  attention  to  it 
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As  we  gained  ground  towards  the  left,  we  approached  closely  the  large  bodies 
>f  troops  collected  by  the  rebel  commander  to  resist  or  crush  General  Sherman; 
ind  as  the  attacks  of  the  latter  had  been  repulsed  or  were  suspended  about  the 
ime  that  we  commenced  our  assault,  these  men  were  at  liberty  to  be  used 
igainst  us.  The  time  which  it  took  for  us  to  mount  the  hill  was  enough  for 
them  to  recover  from  their  first  surprise,  and  before  we  had  gone  far  a  strong 
Torce  was  found  ready  to  confront  us.  Each  knoll  was  more  strongly  defended 
than  the  previous  one.  The  gallant  Colonel  Phelps,  commanding  the  third 
brigade,  was  shot  dead  soon  after  reaching  the  crest,  in  forming  and  directing  his 
men,  and  the  great  number  of  the  dead,  both  of  our  men  and  of  the  enemy,  left 
apoQ  the  ground,  attest  the  severity  of  the  struggle.  At  length,  after  having  driven 
the  enemy  to  a  knoll  where  he  had  the  cover  and  support  of  the  huts  of  one  of  his 
camps,  and  could  be  reached  by  us  only  over  a  long,  narrow  neck  of  ground,  we  found 
further  progress  at  the  time,  impossible,  and  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict. 
Daring  the  night  the  enemy  abandoned  his  position  and  retired.  While  thus 
engAg^d  upon  the  extreme  left,  the  guns  which  we  had  captured  and  which  we 
had  left  in  the  position  where  we  had  found  them,  were  carried  off  to  the  rear, 
and  we  have  since  been  unable  to  identify  them  individually  so  as  to  claim  them. 
I  learn  that  all  the  guns  turned  over  to  the  chief  of  artillery  have  been  claimed 
bj  those  presenting  them  as  their  capture,  leaving  none  for  this  division. 

1  ri^set,  for  the  sake  of  the  brave  men  who  so  fearlessly  risked  tht  ir  lives  in 
takingxnem,  that  this  is  so ;  but  I  felt  at  the  time  that  we  had  a  higher  duty 
to  pertbrm,  as  long  as  there  was  an  enemy  to  be  encountered,  than  that  of  stop- 
ping to  secure  trophies  for  exhibition  after  the  battle.  Indeed,  I  was  not  quite 
sure  that  without  strenuous  exertions  we  would  be  able  to  retain  what  we  had 
already  gained.  In  considering  the  evidence  of  these  captures,  which  I  sub- 
mit in  behalf  of  my  command,  I  trust  that  the  general  commanding  will  remem- 
ber that  the  guns  of  the  enemy  being  widely  scattered  along  the  ridge,  very 
few  in  one  spot,  a  brigade  or  division,  to  have  captured  an  unusual  number,  must 
not  only  have  taken  possession  of  the  works  in  our  front,  but  must  have  passed 
widely  to  the  right  and  left  along  the  crest,  before  the  arrival  of  other  troops. 
The  prisoners  whom  we  have  ciiptured,  most  of  them,  like  the  guns,  were  sent 
to  the  rear  to  be  taken  care  of  by  others  less  occupied.  Out  of  more  than  three 
hundred  (300)  taken  we  have  receipts  for  less  than  two  hundred,  (200.)  .  Along 
with  this  report  will  be  forwarded  one  regimental  color  and  one  battle  flag,  the 
formtr  captured  by  the  thirty-first  Ohio,  and  the  latter  by  the  eleventh  Ohio  regi- 
ment, of  Turchiu's  brigade.  The  division  also  took  about  two  hundred  (200) 
stand  of  small-arms  in  good  condition,  and  several  caissons  or  limbers. 

On  1  hursday  morning,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  made  a  reconnoissance  with 
the  first  brigade,  as  far  as  the  Chickamauga,  in  our  front,  without  coming:  up  with 
the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the  afternoon  marched  in  the  direction  of  Ringgold. 

On  Friday  morning  I  reached  that  place,  and  joined  the  other  divisions  of  the 
corps.  We  remained  at  Ringgold  without  performing  any  unusual  service 
until  Sunday,  when  we  returned  to  this  place. 

In  the  battle  of  the  25tli,  in  addition  to  ihe  brave  and  gallant  commander  of 
the  first  brigade,  Colonel  E.  H.  Phelps,  whose  loss  to  the  country,  to  his  fam- 
ily, and  to  ourselves,  (his  friends,)  we  much  deplore,  we  have  likewise  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  many  others  of  our  best  and  bravest  officers  and  men.  A 
list  giving  the  names  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  appended.  Of  the 
living,  bolh  officers  and  enlisted  men,  who  have  signally  distinguished  them- 
selves, mention  will  be  found  in  the  sub-reports,  upon  which  my  own  is  based. 
To  present  here  a  consolidated  list  of  them  would  not  add  to  their  renown,  and 
to  mention  some  might  be  unjust  to  those  overlooked.  I  trust,  however,  that 
some  means  may  be  devised  for  rewarding  their  distinguished  services.  A 
medal  or  badge  of  honor  for  some,  and  the  promotion  they  so  richly  deserve  for 
others,  might  be  awarded. 

I 
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To  my  brigade  commanders,  Brigadier  General  Turchin,  of  tbe  first,  and  Col- 
onel Van  Derveer,  of  the  second  brigades,  I  invite  your  attention.  To  their  skill* 
bravery,  and  high  soldierly  qualifications,  we  are  greatly  indebted  for  the  results 
we  were  enabled  to  accomplish.  I  hope  that  their  services  will  be  rewarded. 
After  the  death  of  Colonel  Phelps,  the  command  of  the  third  brigade  devolved 
upon  Colonel  Hays,  tenth  Kentucky  infantry,  by  whom  the  duty  was  hand- 
somely performed. 

To  my  staflf  oflScers,  who  were  with  me.  Captain  McClurg,  acting  assistant 
adjutant  general;  Major  Connelly,  inspector  general;  Captain  Swallow,  cbiefof 
artillery ;  Captain  Johnson,  provost  marshal ;  Lieutenant  White,  ordnance  officer; 
Lieutenant  Dick,  mustering  officer;  and  to  my  medical  director.  Surgeon  Bogue, 
I  am  highly  indebted,  both  for  services  in  the  field  and  for  the  efficient  aid 
which  they  rendered  me. 

Respectfully  submitted : 

A.  BAIRD, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  \Ath  Army  Ccrpi, 
True  copy :  S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

Recapitulation. 


KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

TOTAL. 

Command. 

il 

'a 

11 

1 

-a 

n 
1-^ 

i 

'a 

!l 

"a 

•< 

First  brigade  third  division ...... 

6 
2 
2 

51 
20 
16 

11 

13 

3 

211 

126 

97 

4 

2 

1 

17 

15 

5 

266 
148 
114 

2P» 

Second  brigade  third  division 

Tiiird  brigade  third  division 

163 
119 

Third  division  14th  army  corps 

10 

87 

27 

434 

7 

37 

528 

565 

Effective  force  engaged. 


Command. 


First  brigade . . . 
Second  brigade. 
Third  brigade . . 


Coromis'ned 
officers. 


102 


Enlisted 
men. 


1,577 


Total. 


1,679 


Headquarters  11th  and  12th  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  February  4,  1864. 
Gb.xeral  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  eubmit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
\}j  my  command  in  the  operations  of  the  army,  which  resulted  in  driving  the  rebel 
forces  from  all  of  their  positions  in  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga,  and  of  its  partici- 
pation immediately  afterwards  in  the  pursuit  of  them.  In  order  that  this  may  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  the  troops  concerned  be  known  and  receive  the  honor 
due  them,  it  is  necessary  to  premise  by  stating  that  the  attack  was  ordered  to 
be  made  on  the  enemy's  extreme  right  at  daylight  on  the  2l8t  of  NoYfmbc»r» 
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and  thai  preparatory  orders  were  sent  through  me  on  the  18th  for  the  lllh  corps 
to  cross  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river  on  the  20th.  At  this  time 
the  1 1th  and  a  part  of  the  12th  corps  were  encamped  in  Lookoat  valley,  opposite 
to  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line.  In  consequence  of  the  non-arrival  of  the  force 
mainly  relied  on  to  lead  off  at  the  attack,  it  was  postponed  to  the  following 
morning  and  again  until  the  24th,  for  the  same  reason.  Meanwhile,  orders  wore 
received  for  the  1 1th  corps  to  go  to  Chattanooga,  where  it  reported  on  the  22d. 
This  divided  my  command,  and  as  the  orders  contemplated  no  advance  from  Look- 
out valley,  application  was  made  to  the  major  general  commanding  the  depart- 
ment for  authority  to  accompany  the  11th  cprps,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  it  was 
my  duty  to  join  that  part  of  my  command  going  into  battle.  This  was  granted, 
and,  preparatory  to  leaving,  invitation  was  sent  for  the  senior  officer  in  my  absence, 
Brigadier  General  Geary,  to  examine  with  me  the  enemy's  positions  and  defences, 
and  to  be  informed  at  what  points  I  desired  to  have  his  troops  held  to  enable  me  to 
make  use  of  the  telegraph  in  communicating  with  him  advisedly,  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  fight,  should  a  favorable  opportunity  present  itself  for  him  to 
advance.  * 

Ou  the  23d,  the  commander  of  the  department  requested  me  to  remain  in  Look- 
out valley,  and  to  make  a  demonstration  as  early  as  possible  the  following  morn- 
ing on  the  point  of  Lookout  mountain ;  my  command  to  consist  of  the  parts  of  the 
two  divisions.  Later  in  the  day  (the  2  >d)  a  copy  of  a  telegram  was  received 
from  the  major  general  commanding  the  division  of  the  Mississippi,  to  the  effect 
that  in  the  event  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Brown's  ferry  could  not  be  repaired  iu 
season  to  cross  Osterhaus's  division  of  the  fifteenth  corps  by  8  o'clock  a.  m. 
on  the  24th,  it  would  report  to  me ;  and  soon  after  another  telegram,  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  department,  instructed  me  in  this  case  to  take  the  point  of 
Lookout  mountain,  if  my  demonstration  should  develop  its  practicability.  At 
2  o'clock  a.  m.  word  was  received  that  the  bridge  could  not  be  put  in  serviceable 
condition  for  twelve  hours,  and,  to  remove  all  doubt  on  the  subject,  a  staff 
officer  was  despatched  to  ascertain.  At  3.15  a.  m.,  ou  the  24th,  the  report  was 
confirmed. 

As  now  composed,  my  command  consisted  of  Osterhaus's  division,  l5th  corps ; 
Cruft's  division  of  the  4th  ;  Geary's  of  the  12th ;  excepting  from  the  last  two 
named  divisions  such  regiments  as  were  required  to  protect  our  communications 
with  Bridgeport  and  Kelley's  ferry ;  battery  K  of  the  first  Ohio,  and  battery 
K  of  the  first  New  York,  of  the  llth  corps ;  (the  two  having  horses  but  for  one ;) 
a  part  of  the  second  Kentuck  cavalry,  and  company  K  of  the  fifteenth  Illinois 
cavalry,  making  an  aggregate  force  of  nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
(9,681.)     We  were  all  strangers,  no  one  division  having  seen  either  of  the  others. 

Geary's  division,  supported  by  Whittaker's  brigade,  of  Cruft's  division,  was 
ordered  to  proceed  up  the  valley,  cross  the  creek  near  Wauhatchie,  and  march 
down,  swc(»ping  every  rebel  from  it ;  the  other  brigade,  of  the  4th  corps,  to 
advance,  seiae  the  bridge  just  below  the  railroad,  and  repair  it.  Osterhaus's  di- 
vision to  man:h  up  from  Brown's  ferry,  under  cover  of  the  hills,  to  the  place  of 
crossing;  also  to  furnish  supports  for  the  batteries.  The  Ohio  battery  to  take  a 
position  on  Bald  hill,  and  the  New  York  battery  on  the  hill  directly  in  rear. 
The  second  Kentucky  cavalry  was  despatched  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  the  direction  of  Trenton,  and  the  Illinois  company  to  perform  orderly 
and  escort  duty.  This  di:4position  of  the  forces  to  be  made  as  soon  after 
daylight  as  practicable.  At  this  time  the  enemy's  pickets  formed  a  continuous 
line  along  the  right  bank  of  Lookout  creek,  with  the  reserves  in  the  valley, 
while  his  main  force  was  encamped  in  a  hollow,  half  way  up  the  slope  of  the 
mountain.  The  summit  itself  was  held  by  three  brigades  of  Stevenson's  divi- 
sion, and  were  comparatively  safe,  as  the  only  means  of  access  from  the  west, 
for  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  up  the  valley,  was  by  two  or  three  trails,  admit- 
ting of  the  passage  of  but  one  man  at  a  time,  and  even  those  held  at  the  top  by 
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rebel  pickets.    For  this  reason  no  direct  attempt  was  made  for  the  di»lodg- 
ment  of  this  force. 

Oq  the  Chattanooga  side,  which  is  less  precipitous,  a  road  of  easy  grade  luu 
been  made,  communicating  with  the  summit  by  zigzagging  diagonally  up  the 
side  of  the  mountain;  and  it  was  believed  that  before  our  troops  sboold 
gain  possession  of  this,  the  enemy  on  the  top  would  evacuate  his  position,  or,  in 
the  event  he  did  not,  would  be  cut  oflP  from  his  main  body,  to  rejoin  which 
would  involve  a  march  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles.  Viewed  from  whatever  point, 
Lookout  mountain,  with  its  high  palisaded  crest  and  its  steep,  rugged,  rockj, 
and  deeply  furrowed  slopes,  presented  an  imposing  barrier  to  our  advance. 
And  when  to  these  were  added  almost  interminable  well  planned,  well  con- 
structed defences,  held  by  Americans,  the  assault  became  an  enterprise  worth j 
the  ambition  and  renown  of  the  troops  to  whom  it  was  intrusted. 

On  the  northern  slope,  midway  between  the  summit  and  the  Tennessee  river, 
a  plateau  or  belt  of  arable  land  encircles  the  crest,  where  a  continuous  line  of 
earthworks  had  been  thrown  up,  together  with  redoubts,  redans,  and  pits  lower 
down  the  slope  to  repel  an  assault  from  the  direction  of  the  river,  while  on  each 
flank  were  rifle  pits,  epaulements  for  batteries,  walls  of  stones,  and  abatia  to 
resist  attacks  from  cither  the  Chattanooga  or  Lookout  ralley  themselves.  Geaij 
commenced  his  movement  as  instructed,  crossed  the  creek  at  8  o'clock,  captured 
the  entire  picket  of  forty- two  men  posted  to  defend  it,  marched  directly  up  the 
mountain  until  the  right  rested  on  the  palisades,  and  headed  down  the  vallej. 
At  the  same  time  Gross's  brigade  advanced  resolutely,  with  brisk  skirmiflbing 
drove  the  enemy  fi'om  the  bridge,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  put  it  in  repair. 
The  firing  at  this  point  alarmed  the  rebels,  and  immediately  their  columns  were 
seen  filing  down  the  mountain  from  their  camps,  moving  into  their  rifle-pits  and 
breastworks,  while  numbers  established  themselves  behind  the  embankment  of 
the  railroad,  which  enabled  them,  without  exposure,  to  sweep  with  a  fire  of 
musketry  the  field  over  which  our  troops  would  be  compelled  to  march,  for  a 
distance  of  three  or  four  hundred  yards. 

These  dispositions  were  distinctly  visible,  and  as  facilities  for  avoiding  them 
were  close  at  hand,  Oiterhaus  was  directed  to  s^nd  a  brigade,  under  cover 
of  the  hills  and  trees,  about  eight  hundred  yards  higher  up  the  creek,  and  pre- 
pare a  crossing  at  that  point.     This  was  Brigadier  Creneral  Wood's  brigade. 

Soon  after,  Cruft  was  ordered  to  leave  a  sufficient  force  at  the  bridge  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  for  the  balance  of  Gross's  brigade  to  follow 
Wood's.     Meanwhile,  a  section  of  howitzers  was  planted  to  enfilade  the  positions 
the  enemy  had  taken,  and  Osterhaus  had  established  a  section  of  20-poander 
Parrotts  to  enfilade  the  route  by  which  the  enemy  had  left  his  camp.    The 
battery  on  Bald  hill  enfiladed  the  railroad  and  highway  leading  to  Chattanooga, 
and  all  the  batteries  and  sections  of  batteries  had  a  direct  or  enfilading  fire 
within  easy  range  on  all  the  positions  taken  by  the  rebels ;  besides,  the  20-pounder 
Parrotts  could  be  used  with  good  effect  on  the  rebel  camp  on  the  Bide  of  the 
mountain.    With  this  dispositicm  of  the  artillery  it  was  believed  that  we  would 
be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  despatching  relief  to  oppose  Geary,  and  also 
keep  him  from  running  away.    At  11  o'clock  Wood  had  completed  his  bridge; 
Geary's  line  appeared  close  by,  his  skirmishers  smartly  engaged.     All  the  guns 
opened.  Wood  and  Gross  sprang  across  the  river,  joined  Geary's  left,  and  moved 
down  the  valley.     A  few  of  the  enemy  escaped  from  the  artillery  fire,  and  those 
that  did  ran  upon  our  infantry  and  were  captured.     The  balance  of  the  rebel 
forces  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  many  of  them  remaining  in  the  bottom  of 
their  pits  for  safety  until  forced  out  by  our  men     Meanwhile,  the  troops  on  the 
mountain  rushed  on  in  their  advance,  the  right  passing  directly  under  the  muz- 
zles of  the  enemy's  guns  on  the  summit,  climbing  over  ledges  and  boulders,  up 
hill  and  down,  furiously  driving  the  enemy  from  his  camp,  and  from  position 
a^r  position,  until  12  o'clock,  when  Geary's  advance  heroically  rounded  the 
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peak  of  the  mountain.  Not  knowing  to  wliat  extent  the  enemy  might  he  re-en- 
forced, and  fearing,  from  the  rough  character  of  the  field  of  operations,  that  our 
lines  might  be  disordered,  directions  had  been  given  for  the  troops  to  halt  on 
reaching  this  high  ground  ;  but  fired  with  success,  a  flying,  panic-stricken  enemy 
before  them,  they  pressed  eagerly  forward ;  Cobham's  brigade  on  the  right, 
occupying  the  high  ground  between  the  enemy's  line  of  defence  on  the  plateau 
and  the  palisades,  incessantly  plying  them  with  fire  from  above  and  behind, 
whili.'!  Ireland's  brigade  was  vigorously  rolling  them  on  the  flank,  both  closely 
supported  by  the  brigades  of  Whittaker  and  Creighton.  Our  success  was  unin- 
terrupted and  irresistible. 

Before  losing  the  advantages  the  ground  presented  us,  the  enemy  had  been 
re-enforced.  Meantime,  after  having  secured  the  prisoners,  two  of  Osterhaus's 
regiments  had  been  sent  forward  on  the  Chattanooga  road,  and  the  balance  of 
his  and  Cruft's  divisions  had  joined  Geary.  All  the  rebel  eflPorts  to  resist  us  only 
resulted  in  rendering  our  success  more  compk^te  and  triumphant.  Aft<?r  two  or 
three  short  but  sharp  conflicts  the  plateau  was  cleared,  the  enemy  with  his  re-en- 
forcements driven  from  the  walls  and  pits  around  Craven's  house,  the  last  point 
at  which  he  could  make  a  stand  in  force,  and,  all  broken  and  dismayed,  were 
hurled  over  the  rocks  and  precipices  into  the  valley. 

It  was  now  near  2  o'clock,  when  our  operations  were  arrested  by  the  darkness. 
The  clouds  which  had  hovered  over  and  enveloped  the  summit  of  tho  mountain 
during  tho  morning,  and  to  some  extent  favored  our  movements,  gradually  set- 
tled into  the  valley,  and  completely  veiled  it  from  our  view.  Indeed,  from  the 
moment  we  had  rounded  the  peak  of  the  mountain,  it  was  only  from  the  roar  of 
battle  and  occasional  glimpses  they  could  catch  of  our  lines  and  standards  that 
our  comrades  from  whom  we  were  separated  knew  of  the  strife  or  its  progress; 
and  when  from  these  evidences  our  true  condition  was  revealed  to  them,  their 
painful  anxiety  yielded  to  transports  of  joy,  which  only  soldiers  can  feel  at  the 
earliest  moment  of  dawning  victory. 

Deeming  a  descent  into  the  valley  imprudent  without  more  accurate  informa- 
tion of  its  topography,  and  also  of  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy,  our  line 
was  established  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain,  the  right  resting  on  the  pali- 
sades and  the  left  near  tnK^mouth  of  Chattanooga  creek,  and  this  was  strengthened 
by  all  the  means  at  hand  until  4  o'clock,  when  the  commander  of  the  department 
was  informed  that  our  position  was  impregnable. 

During  all  of  these  operations  the  batteries  on  Moccasin  point,  under  Captain 
Naylor,  had  been  busily  at  work  from  the  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river, 
and  had  contributed  as  much  to  our  assistance  as  the  irregularities  of  the  ground 
and  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  would  admit  of.  From  our  position  we  can- 
nonaded the  enemy's  line  of  defence  stretching  across  Chattanooga  valley  by  an 
enfilading  fire,  and  also  by  a  direct  fire  many  of  his  camps,  some  of  which  were 
in  our  immediate  vicinity.  Also  direct  communication  had  been  opened  with 
Chattanooga,  and  at  a  quarter  past  five  o'clock  Brigadier  General  Carlin,  14th 
corps,  reported  to  me  with  his  brigade,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the  right 
of  the  line  to  relieve  Geary's  command,  almost  exhausted  with  the  fatigue  and 
excitement  incident  to  their  unparalleled  march. 

To  prevent  artillery  being  brought  forward  the  enemy  had  undermined  the 
road  and  covered  it  with  felled  timber.  This  was  repaired  and  placed  in  ser- 
viceable condition  before  morning.  During  the  day,  and  until  after  midnight, 
an  irregular  fire  was  kept  up  along  our  line,  and  had  the  appearance  of  an  effort 
to  breai:  it.  This  was  on  the  right,  and  was  at  once  vigorously  and  handsomely 
repelled.  In  this  Carlin's  brigade  rendered  excellent  service.  His  report  is 
herewith  forwarded. 

Before  daylight,  anticipating  the  withdrawal  of  the  rebel  force  from  the  summit 
of  the  mountain,  parties  from  several  regiments  were  despatched  to  sciile  it ;  but 
to  the  eighth  Kentucky  must  forever  belong  the  proud  distinction  of  having 
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been  foremost  to  reach  the  crest,  and  at  sunrise  to  display  our  honored  emblem 
from  the  towering  peak  of  Lookout,  amid  the  wild  ana  prolonged  cheers  of  the 
stalwart  men  whose  dauntless  valor  and  resolution  had  raised  it  almost  to  the 
skies. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  had  quietly  abandoned  the  mountain,  leaying 
behind  twenty  thousand  rations,  the  camp  and  garrison  equipage  of  three  brig- 
ades, and  other  material.  An  impenetrable  mist  still  covered  the  face  of  the 
valley.  Prisoners  reported  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  it,  but  deemed  it 
imprudent  to  descend  ;  a  reconnoissance  was  ordered,  and  soon  after  9  o'clock 
report  came  in  that  the  rebels  had  left,  but  that  their  pickets  still  held  the  right 
bank  of  Chattanooga  creek  in  the  direction  of  Rossville.  Soon  after  the  fog  had 
vanished,  and  nothing  was  to  be  seen  in  the  valley  but  the  deserted  and  burning 
camp  of  the  enemy. 

Among  the  fruits  of  the  preceding  operations  may  be  enumerated  the  concen- 
tration of  the  army,  the  abandonment  of  defences  upwards  of  eight  miles  in 
extent,  the  recovery  of  all  the  advantages  in  position  the  enemy  had  gained  from 
our  army  on  the  bloody  field  of  Ghickamauga,  giving  to  as  the  undispntable 
navigation  of  the  river  and  the  control  of  the  railroad,  the  capture  of  between 
two  and  three  thousand  pnsoners,  five  stands  of  colors,  two  pieces  of  artilleiyt 
and  upwards  of  ^ve  thousand  muskets. 

Of  the  troops  opposed  to  us  were  four  brigades,  all  of  Walker's  division,  of 
Hardee's  corps,  a  portion  of  Stewart's  division,  of  Breckinridge's  corps ;  and  on 
the  top  of  the  mountain  Carlin's  brigade  was  directed  to  await  orders  on  the 
Summertown  road,  and  at  10  o'clock  my  column,  Osterhans  leading,  (being 
nearest  the  road,)  marched  for  Rossville. 

On  arriving  at  Chattanooga  creek  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  d^ 
stroyed  the  bridge,  and  in  consequence  our  pursuit  was  delayed  nearly  three 
hours.  As  soon  as  the  stringers  were  laid  Osterhaus  managed  to  throw  over 
the  twenty-seventh  Missouri  regiment,  and  soon  after  all  of  his  infantry.  The 
former  deployed,  pushed  forward  as  skirmishers  to  the  gorge  in  Missionary  ridge, 
and  drew  a  fire  of  the  artillery  and  infantry  holding  it,  and  also  discovered  that 
the  enemy  was  attempting  to  cover  a  train  of  wagons  loading  with  stores  at  the 
Rossville  house. 

As  the  position  was  one  presenting  many  advantages  for  defence,  the  skir- 
misher? were  directed  to  keep  the  enemy  engaged  in  front  while  Wood's  brigade 
was  taking  the  ridge  on  the  right,  and  four  regiments  of  Williamson's  ou  the 
left.  Two  other  regiments  of  this  brigade  were  posted  on  the  road  leading  to 
Chattanooga  to  prevent  surprise.  In  executing  these  duties  the  troops  were 
necessarily  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artillery ;  but  as  soon  as  it  was  discovered 
that  his  flanks  were  being  turned,  and  his  retreat  threatened,  he  hastily  evacn- 
ated  the  gap,  leaving  behind  large  quantities  of  artillery  and  small-arm  ammuni- 
tion, wngons,  ambulances,  and  a  house  full  of  commissary  stores.  Pursuit  wt9 
made  as  far  as  consistent  with  my  instructions  to  clear  Missionary  ridge ;  mean- 
while the  bridge  had  been  completed  and  all  the  troops  over  or  crossing. 
Osterhaus  received  instructions  to  move  with  his  division  parallel  with  the  ri»1gc 
on  the  cast,  Cruft  on  the  ridge,  and  Geary  in  the  valley  to  the  west  of  it,  within 
easy  supporting  distance.  The  batteries  accompanied  Geary,  as  it  was  not  known 
that  roads  could  be  found  for  them  with  the  other  divisions  without  delaying  the 
movements  of  the  column. 

General  Cruft,  with  his  staff,  preceded  his  column  in  ascending  the  ridge  to 
supervise  the  formation  of  his  lines,  and  was  at  once  met  by  a  line  of  the  enemy's 
skirmir»hers  advancing.  The  ninth  and  thirty-sixth  Indiana  regiments  sprang 
forward,  ran  into  line  under  their  fire,  and  instantly  charged  and  drove  back 
these  audacious  rebels,  while  the  residue  of  the  column  formed  their  lines,  Gross's 
brigade,  with  fifty-first  Ohio  and  thirty-fifth  Indiana,  of  Whittaker's,  in  advancei 
the  balance  of  the  latter  closely  supporting  the  front  line.    It  wa*,  however,  i 
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fbnnd  that  tlie  ridge  on  top  waq  too  narrow  to  admit  of  this  formation,  and  the 
division  was  thrown  into  four  lines.  By  this  time  the  divisions  of  Geary  and  Oster- 
hau8  were  abreast  of  it,  and  all  advanced  at  a  charging  pace.  The  enemy  had 
selected  for  his  advanced  line  of  defence  the  breastworks  thrown  up  by  our 
army  on  its  return  from  Chickamauga,  but  such  was  the  impetuosity  of  our 
advance  that  his  front  line  was  routed  before  an  opportunity  was  afforded  him 
to  prepare  for  a  determined  resistance.  Many  of  the  fugitives,  to  escape,  ran 
down  the  east  slope  to  the  line  of  Osterhaus,  a  few  to  the  west,  and  were  picked 
up  by  Geary.  The  bulk  of  them,  however,  sought  refuge  behind  the  second 
line,  and  they  in  their  turn  were  soon  routed,  and  tlie  nght  became  almost  a 
running  one.  Whenever  the  accidents  of  the  ground  enabled  the  rebels  to  make 
an  advantageous  stand,  Geary  and  Ostcrhaus,  always  in  the  right  place,  would 
pour  a  withering  fire  into  their  flanks,  and  again  the  race  was  renewed.  This 
continued  until  near  sunset,  when  those  of  the  enemy  that  had  not  been  killed 
or  captured,  all  gave  way,  and,  in  attempting  to  escape  along  the  ridge,  ran  into 
the  arms  of  Johnson's  division  of  the  1 4th  corps  and  were  captured.  Our  enemy, 
the  prisoners  stated,  was  Stewart's  division ;  but  few  escaped.  Osterhaus  alone 
captured  two  thousand  of  them.  This  officer  names  the  fourth  Iowa,  seventy- 
sixth  Ohio,  and  twenty-seventh  Missouri  regiments,  as  having  been  especially 
distinguished  in  this  engagement.  Landgraeber's  battery  of  howitzers  also  ren 
dered  brilliant  service  on  this  field.  Here  our  business  for  the  day  ended,  and 
the  troops  went  into  bivouac,  making  the  welkin  ring  with  their  cheers  and 
rejoicings,  which  were  caught  up  by  other  troops  in  the  vicinity,  and  carried 
along  the  ridge,  until  lost  in  the  distance. 

Soon  after  daylight  every  effort  was  made,  by  reconnoissanco  and  inquiry,  to 
ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy,  to  no  purpose.  Within  our  hearing  tho 
field  was  as  silent  as  the  grave.  Knowing  the  desperate  extremities  to  which  ho 
must  be  reduced  by  our  success,  with  his  retreat  seriously  threatened  by  the  only 
line  left  him,  with  a  hope  of  success,  I  felt  satisfied  that  he  must  be  in  full 
retreat,  and  accordingly  suggested  to  the  commander  of  the  department  that  my 
column  be  permitted  to  march  to  Graysville,  if  possible,  to  intercept  him.  This 
"was  granted,  and  at  the  same  time,  re-enforced  by  Palmer's  corps,  all  moved 
immediately  in  that  direction,  Palmer's  corps  in  advance. 

On  arriving  at  the  west  fork  of  the  Chickamauga  river,  it  was  found  that  the 
enemy  had  des*troyed  the  bridge.  To  provide  for  this  contingency,  Major  General 
Batterfield,  my  chief  of  staff,  with  his  habitual  foresight,  had  in  the  morning 
personally  requested  that  three  pontoons,  with  their  balks  and  chesses,  might 
he  despatched  for  my  use;  but,  as  they  had  not  come  up,  after  a  detention  of 
Severn  hours  a  bridge  was  constructed  for  the  infantry,  the  officers  swimming 
their  horses,  and  not  until  after  three  o'clock  were  the  regiments  able  to  commence 
crossing,  leaving  the  artillery  and  ambulances  to  follow  as  soon  as  practicable; 
also  a  regiment  of  infantry  as  a  guani  to  complete  the  bridge,  if  possible,  for  the 
artillery  to  cross,  and  also  to  assist  in  throwing  over  the  pontoon  bridge  as  soon 
as  it  arrived.  Partly  in  consequence  of  this  delay,  instructions  were  given  for 
Palmer's  command  to  continue  on  to  Graysville,  on  reaching  the  Lafayette  road, 
and  for  the  balance  of  his  command  to  proceed  to  Ringgold,  Cruft  now  leading, 
as  this  would  enable  me  to  strike  the  railroad  five  or  six  miles  t^  the  south  of 
where  it  was  first  intended  Palmer  was  to  rejoin  me  in  the  moniing.  Soon  after 
dark,  word  was  received  from  Palmer,  through  a  member  of  his  staff,  that  he 
had  come  up  with  the  enemy,  reported  to  be  a  battery  and  two  or  three  thousand 
infantry.  Instructi-jns  were  sent  him  to  attack  them  at  once,  and  while  forming 
his  lines  to  ihe  left  for  that  purpose,  the  remaining  part  of  the  column  was 
massed  as  it  came  up  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  held  awaiting  the  movements 
of  Palmer.  His  enemy  was  discovered  to  be  a  battery  of  three  pieces  with  small 
escort,  and  was  the  rear  of  the  rebel  army  on  the  road  from  Graysville  to  Ring- 
gold.    Three  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured,  and  subsequently  an  additional 
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piece,  witb,  I  believe,  a  few  prisoners.  I  bare  received  no  report  from  tliiB 
oflficer  of  bis  operations,  wbile  belonging  to  my  command,  altbougb  mine  has 
been  delayed  six  weeks  in  waiting.  We  were  now  fairly  np  witb  tbe  enemy. 
At  ten  o'clock  at  nigbt,  Graft's  division  advanced  and  took  possession  of  the 
crest  of  Cbickamauga  bills,  tbe  enemy's  abandoned  camp-fires  still  burning 
brigbtly  on  tbe  side;  and  we  all  went  into  bivouac. 

My  artillery  was  not  yet  up,  and,  in  tins  connexion,  I  desire  tbat  tbe  c?pecial 
attention  of  tbe  commander  of  tbe  department  may  be  called  to  tbat  part  of  tbe 
report  of  General  Osterbaus  wbicb  relates  to  tbe  conduct  of  the  officers  wbo 
bad  tbe  pontoon  bridge  in  cbarge.  I  do  not  know  tbe  names  of  tbe  officers 
referred  to.  I  was  not  furnisbed  witb  a  copy  of  tbeir  instructions,  nor  did  they 
report  to  me.  Tbe  pontoons  were  not  brougbt  forward  to  tbe  point  of  crowing 
at  all,  and  tbe  balk  and  cbessplanks  only  reacbed  tbeir  destination  between 
nine  and  ten  o'clock  p.  m.,  distance  from  Cbattanooga  ten  miles,  and  tbe  roads 
excellent.  Three  tressles  bad  to  be  framed,  and  the  bridge  was  not  finished 
until  six  o'clock  tbe  following  morning.  Tbe  report  of  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Whar- 
ton, of  tbe  engineers,  and  temporarily  attached  to  my  staff,  w^bo  was  left  behind 
to  hasten  the  completion  of  tbe  bridge,  is  herewith  transmitted.  No  better  com- 
mentary on  this  culpable  negligence  is  needed  than  is  furnisbed  by  tbe  record  of 
our  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Ringgold.  The  town  was  distant  ^ve  mile*. 
At  daylight  the  pursuit  was  renewed,  Osterbaus  in  the  advance,  Geary  following, 
and  Crufl  in  ihe  rear.  Evidences  of  tbe  precipitate  flight  of  tbe  enemy  were 
where  apparent;  caissons,  wagons,  ambulances,  arms  and  ammunition  were 
abandoned  in  the  confusion  and  hurry  of  retreat.  After  going  about  two  miles 
we  came  up  with  tbe  camps  be  bad  occupied  during  tbe  nigbt,  tbe  fires  still 
burning.  A  goodly  number  of  prisoners  were  also  taken  before  reaching  the 
east  fork  of  tbe  Cbickamauga  river.  We  found  tbe  ford,  and  also  tbe  bridge  to 
the  south  of  Ringgold,  held  by  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry.  These  discharged  their 
arms  and  quickly  gave  way  before  a  handful  of  our  men,  and  were  closely  pur- 
sued into  the  town.  I  rode  to  tbe  front  on  hearing  the  firing,  where  1  found 
Osterbaus  out  with  bis  skirmishers,  intensely  alive  to  all  tbat  was  passing,  and 
pushing  onward  briskly.  He  informed  me  that  four  pieces  of  artillery  bad  jurt 
lefl  the  rebel  camp,  weakly  escorted,  and  ran  into  the  gorge,  which  he  could 
have  easily  captured  with  a  small  force  of  cavalry.  The  gorge  is  to  the  east  of 
Ringgold,  and  we  were  approaching  it  from  tbe  west.  A  little  firing  occurred 
between  our  skirmishers,  as  they  entered  the  town,  and  small  parties  of  the  rebel 
cavalry  and  infantry,  tbe  latter  retiring  in  the  direction  of  the  gap.  This  is  a 
break  in  Taylor's  ridge  of  sufficient  width  for  tbe  river  to  flow  through,  and  on 
its  north  bank  room  for  an  ordinary  road  and  a  railroad,  when  the  ridge  rises 
with  abruptness  on  both  sides  four  or  five  hundred  feet,  and  from  thence,  run- 
ning nearly  north  and  south,  continues  unbroken  for  many  miles ;  covering  tbe 
entrance  to  it  is  a  small  patch  of  young  tn^es  and  undergrowth. 

It  was  represented  by  the  citizens  friendly  to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and 
confirmed  by  contrabands,  that  tbe  enemy  had  passed  through  Ringgold  sorely 
pressed,  bis  animals  exhausted,  and  the  army  hopelessly  demoralized.  In  a  small 
portion  of  it  only  had  the  officers  been  able  to  preserve  regimental  and  company 
formations,  many  of  the  men  having  thrown  away  their  arms,  a  still  greater 
number  more  open  and  violent  in  their  denunciations  of  the  confederacy ;  and,  in 
order  to  gain  time,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  rear  guard  to  make  use  of  tbe 
natural  advantages  the  gorge  presented  to  check  tbe  pursuit.  The  troops  reUed 
on  for  this  were  posted  behind  the  mountain  and  the  trees,  and  the  latter  were 
also  used  to  mask  a  couple  of  pieces  of  artillery.  Only  a  feeble  line  of  skirmishers 
appeared  in  sight.  The  only  way  to  ascertain  the  enemy's  strength  was  to  feel 
of  him,  and  as  our  success,  if  prompt,  would  be  crowned  witb  a  rich  harvest  in 
tbe  trophies  and  spoils  of  war,  without  waiting  for  my  artillery,  (not  yet  up,  though 
after  nine  o'clock,)  the  skirmishers  advanced.    Wood  deployed  nia  brigade  in 
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rear  of  tbem,  under  cover  of  the  embankment  of  tlie  railroad,  and  a  brisk  mus- 
ketry fire  commenced  between  the  skirmishers ;  at  the  same  time  the  enemy- 
kept  his  artillery  busily  at  work.  Their  skirmishers  were  driven  in,  and  as  we 
had  learned  the  position  of  the  battery,  the  thirteenth  Illinois  regiment,  from  the 
right  of  Wood's  line,  was  thrown  forward  to  seize  some  houses  from  which  their 
runners  could  be  picked  off  by  our  men.  These  were  heroically  taken  and  held 
by  that  brave  regiment.  Apprehensive  that  he  might  lose  his  artillery,  the  enemy 
advanced  with  a  superior  force  on  our  skirmishers,  and  they  fell  back  behind 
Wood's  line,  when  that  admirable  officer  opened  on  the  rebels  and  drove  them 
into  the  gorge,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  on  the  ground,  our  skirmisliers 
at  once  occupying  their  line,  the  thirteenth  Illinois  all  the  time  maintaining  its 
position  with  resolution  and  obstinacy. 

Simultaneous  with  these  operations  in  front  of  the  gorge,  Osterhaus  detached 
four  regiments  under  Colonel  Williamson,  half  a  mile  to  the  left,  to  ascend  the 
ridge  and  turn  the  enemy's  right.  Two  of  them,  the  seventy-sixth  Ohio,  supported 
by  the  fourth  Iowa,  were  thrown  forward,  and,  as  the  enemy  appeared  in  great 
force  when  they  had  nearly  gained  the  crest,  Geary  ordered  four  of  his  regi- 
ments still  further  to  the  left,  under  Colonel  Creighton,  for  the  same  object,  where 
they  found  an  overwhelming  force  confronting  them.  Vigorous  attacks  were  made 
by  both  of  these  columns,  in  which  the  troops  exhibited  extraordinary  daring 
mod  devotion,  but  were  compelled  to  yield  to  numerical  superiority,  the  first  to 
take  shelter  in  a  depression  in  the  side  of  the  ridge,  about  fifty  paces  in  rear  of 
their  most  advanced  position,  and  there  remain.  The  other  column  was  ordered 
to  resume  their  position  on  the  railroad.  All  the  parties  sent  forward  to  ascertain 
the  enemy's  position  and  strength  were  small ;  but  the  attacks  had  been  made 
with  so  much  vigor,  and  succeeded  so  well  in  their  object,  that  I  deemed  it  unwise 
to  call  up  the  commands  of  Palmer  and  Cruft  and  the  remaining  brigade  of 
Geary  to  deliver  a  general  attack  without  my  artillery,  and  accordingly  gave  in- 
structions for  no  advance  to  be  made,  and  for  the  firing  to  be  discontinued  except 
in  self-defence.  These  orders  were  conveyed  and  delivered  to  every  officer  in 
command  on  our  advanced  line.  Word  was  received  from  General  Wood  that 
appearances  in  his  front  were  indicative  of  a  forward  movement  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  when  Ireland's  brigade  of  Geary's  division  was  sent  to  strengthen 
him ;  Cobhams's  brigade,  of  the  same  division,  took  a  well-sheltered  position 
behind  the  knoll  midway  between  the  depot  and  the  opening  to  the  gap.  These 
officers  were  also  ordered  not  to  attack  or  to  fire,  unless  it  should  become  neces- 
Bary. 

I  may  here  state,  that  the  greatest  difficulty  I  experienced  with  my  new  com- 
mand, and  the  one  which  caused  me  the  most  solicitude,  was  to  check  and  curb 
their  disposition  to  engage,  regardless  of  circumstances,  and  it  appeared  almost 
of  consequences.  This  was  the  case  on  Lookout  mountain,  on  Missionary  ridge, 
and  at  Ringgold.  Despite  my  emphatic  and  repeated  instructions  to  the  con- 
trary, a  desultory  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  right  of  the  line  until  the  artillery 
arrived ;  and  I  see  by  the  reports  of  the  commanders,  that  under  cover  of  elevated 
ground  between  my  position  and  our  right,  several  small  parties  advanced  to 
capture  the  enemy's  battery  and  harass  his  flank  at  the  gap.  It  is  with  no 
dissatisfaction  that  I  refer  to  these  circumstances  in  evidence  of  the  spirit  animat- 
ing the  troops,  and  with  no  feeling  of  resentment,  for  of  that  I  was  disarmed  by 
the  abiding  remembrance  of  their  glorious  services  and  achievements.  It  has 
never  been  my  fortune  to  serve  with  more  zealous  and  devoted  troops. 

Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  the  artillery  came  up,  not  having  been  able 
to  cross  the  west  fork  of  the  Chickamanga  until  eight  o'clock.  On  the  morning 
of  the  27th,  under  my  acting  chief  of  artillery.  Major  Reynolds,  in  conjunction  with 
Generals  Geary  and  Osterhaus,  one  section  of  24-pounaer  liowitzers  ^-as  placed  in 
position  to  bear  on  the  enemy  and  to  enfilade  the  gap,  another  section  of  10- 
pounder  Parrotts  to  silence  the  enemy's  battery,  and  one  section  further  to  the  left 
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to  bear  on  some  troops  Leld  in  mass  in  front  of  Geary's  regiments.  At  the  same 
time  a  regiment  of  Cruft's  division  had  been  sent  around  to  the  bridge  to  crosathe 
Chickamauga,  and,  if  possible,  to  gain  the  heights  of  the  ridge  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river,  the '  possession  of  which  would  give  us  a  plunging  fire  upon  the 
enemy  in  the  gorge.  Two  companies  had  nearly  gained  the  summit  when  thej 
were  recalled.  The  artillery  had  opened  with  marked  effect.  The  rebel  guns 
were  hauled  to  the  rear,  his  troops  seen  moving,  and  before  one  o'clock  he  wtB 
in  full  retreat.  Williamson's  brigade  followed  him  over  the  mountain,  wbile 
skirmishers  from  the  sixtieth  and  one  hundred  and  second  New  York  regiments 
pursued  through  the  gap.  Efforts  were  made  to  burn  the  railroad  bridges,  but 
the  rebels  were  driven  from  them  and  the  fires  extinguished.  During  the 
artillery  firing  the  major  general  commanding  the  division  of  the  Mississippi 
arrived  and  gave  directions  for  the  pursuit  to  be  discontinued.  Later  in  the  day, 
soon  after  three  o'clock,  I  received  instructions  from  him  to  have  a  reconuoia- 
sance  made  in  the  direction  of  Tunnel  Hill,  the  enemy's  line  of  retreat,  for  pur- 
poses of  observation,  and  to  convey  to  the  enemy  the  impression  that  we  were 
still  after  him.  Gross's  brigade  was  despatched  on  this  service.  About  twn 
miles  out  he  ran  upon  a  small  force  of  rebel  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  pursued 
them  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  when  he  fell  upon  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  divi- 
sion of  troops  posted  on  the  hills  commanding  the  road.  The  brigade  returned 
at  eight  o'clock  and  went  into  bivouac.  Colonel  Gross's  report  in  this  connex- 
ion concludes  by  saying  "  that  we  found  broken  caissons,  wagons,  ambulances, 
dead  and  dying  men  of  the  enemy,  strewn  along  the  way  to  a  horrible  extent." 

As  some  misapprehension  appears  to  exist  with  regard  to  our  losses  in  this 
battle,  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  reports  of  my  division  commanders  exhibit 
a  loss  of  sixty-five  (65)  killed,  and  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (377) 
wounded — about  one-half  of  the  latter  so  severely  that  it  was  necessary  to 
have  them  conveyed  to  the  hospital  for  proper  treatment.  They  also  show  of 
the  enemy  killed  and  left  on  the  field,  one  hundred  and  thirty,  (130.)  Of  his 
wounded  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining,  as  only  those  severely  hurt  remained, 
and  they  filled  every  house  by  the  wayside  as  far  as  our  troops  penetrated.  A 
few  of  our  wounded  men  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  but  were  soon  retaken. 
We  captured  two  hundred  and  thirty  (230)  prisoners  and  two  flags,  to  make  no 
mention  of  the  vast  amount  of  property  and  materials  that  fell  into  our  hands. 
Adding  to  the  number  of  prisoners  and  killed,  as  above  stated,  the  lowest  esti- 
mated proportion  of  wounded  to  killed  usual  in  battle,  would  make  the  losses  of 
the  enemy  at  least  three  to  our  one. 

From  this  time  the  operations  of  the  "  right  wing,"  as  it  was  called,  became 
subordinate  to  those  of  the  column  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  garrison  at" 
Knoxvillo. 

Instructions  reached  me  from  the  headquarters  of  the  military  division  to  re- 
main at  Ringgold  during  the  29th  and  30th,  unless  it  should  be  found  practica- 
ble to  advance  towards  Dalton  without  fighting  a  battle,  the  object  of  my  re- 
maining, as  stated,  being  to  protect  Sherman's  flank,  with  authority  to  attack 
or  move  on  Dalton  should  the  enemy  move  up  the  Dalton  and  Cleveland  road. 
In  retreating,  the  enemy  had  halted  a  portion  of  his  force  at  Tunnel  Hill,  midway 
between  Ringgold  and  Dalton,  and  as  he  evinced  no  disposition  to  molest  Sher- 
man, my  commiiiid  rested  at  Ringgold.  I  was  kept  fully  advised  of  the  rebel 
movements,  through  the  activity  and  daring  of  the  second  Kentucky  cavalry. 
They  joined  me  on  the  28th. 

In  obedience  to  verbal  directions  given  me  by  the  commander  of  the  division, 
the  railroad  was  thoroughly  destroyed  for  two  miles,  including  the  bridges  on 
each  side  of  Ringgold,  by  Palmer's*  and  Cruft's  commands ;  also  the  depot,  tan- 
nery, all  the  mills,  and  all  material  that  could  be  used  in  the  support  of  an  army. 
We  found  on  our  arrival  large  quantities  of  forage  and  flour.  What  was  not 
required  by  the  want  of  the  service,  was  either  sent  to  the  rear  or  burned.    Oor 


BEPORT   OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  TUOMAS  173 

wonnded  were  as  promptly  and  as  well  cared  for  as  circumstances  would  per- 
mit Surgeon  Moore,  the  medical  director  of  the  army  of  ihe  Tennessee,  volun- 
tarily left  his  chief,  to  lend  his  heart,  head,  and  hands  to  their  relief;  and  under 
his  active,  skilful,  and  humane  auspices,  and  those  of  the  medical  directors  of 
the  divisions,  they  were  comfortably  removed  to.  Chattanooga  on  the  28th.  My 
sincere  thanks  are  tendered  to  all  the  officers  of  the  medical  staff  for  their  zeal- 
ous and  careful'  attention  to  the  wounded  on  this,  as  well  as  on  former  fields. 
Especially  are  they  due  to  Surgeon  Ball,  medical  director  of  Geary's  division, 
ana  to  Surgeon  Menzies,  medicS  director  of  Cruft's  division. 

On  the  29th,  Major  General  Palmer  returned  to  Chattanooga  with  his  com- 
mand, having  in  charge  such  prisoners  as  remained  in  Ringgold.  On  the  30th, 
the  enemy,  being  reassured  by  the  cessation  of  our  pursuit,  sent  a  "  flag  of 
trace  "  to  our  advanced  lines  at  Catoosa,  by  Major  Calhoun  Benham,  request- 
ing permission  to  bury  his  dead,  and  care  for  his  wounded,  abandoned  on  the 
field  of  his  last  disaster  at  Ringgold.  Copies  of  this  correspondence  have  here- 
tofore been  forwarded.  Also,  on  the  30th,  under  instructions  from  department 
headquarters.  Gross's  brigade,  Cruft's  division,  marched  for  the  old  battle- 
field at  Chickamauga  to  bury  our  dead,  and  on  the  1st  of  December,  the  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  remaining  left  Ringgold ;  Geary  and  Cruft  to  return  to  their 
old  camps.     Osterhaus  to  encamp  in  Chattanooga  valley. 

Tlie  reports  of  commanders  exhibit  a  loss  on  the  campaign,  including  all  the 
^°gAgc™ents  herein  reported,  in  killed,  wounded,  and,  missing,  of  nine  hundred 
and  sixty,  (960,)  inconsiderable  in  comparison  with  my  apprehension,  or  the 
ends  accomplished ;  nevertheless,  there  is  cause  for  the  deepest  regret  and  sorrow. 
Among  the  fallen  are  some  of  the  brightest  names  of  the  army.  Creighton  and 
Crane,  of  the  seventh  Ohio,  Acton  of  the  fortieth  Ohio,  Bushnell  of  the  thirteenth 
Illinois,  Elliott  of  the  one  hundred  and  second  New  York,  and  olhers  whose  names 
my  limits  will  not  allow  me  to  enumerate,  will  be  remembered  and  lamented  as 
long  as  courage  and  patriotism  are  esteemed  as  virtues  among  men.  The  army 
and  ^he  country  dex^lore  their  loss. 

The  reports  of  commanders  also  show  the  capture  of  six  thousand  £ve  hun- 
dred and  forty -seven  (6,647)  prisoners,  (not  including  those  taken  by  Palmer 
at  Graystown,  of  which  no  return  has  been  received;)  also  seven  (7)  pieces  of 
artillery,  nine  (9)  battle  flags,  not  less  than  ten  thousand  (10,000)  stand  of 
small-arms,  one  (1)  wagon  train,  and  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  for  artillery 
and  infantry,  forage,  rations,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  caissons  and  limbers, 
ambulances,  and  other  implements.  The  reports  relative  to  the  capture  of  the 
flags  are  herewith  transmitted. 

In  the  foregoing  it  has  been  impossible  to  furnish  more  than  a  general  outline 
of  our  operations,  relying  upon  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders  to  give 
particulars  and  discriminating  information  concerning  the  services  of  divisions, 
origadcs,  regiments,  and  batteries.  These  reports  are  herewith  respectfully 
transmitted.  The  attention  of  the  major  general  commanding  is  especially 
invited  to  those  of  division  commanders.  As  to  their  own  distinguished  services, 
I  cannot  speak  in  terms  of  too  high  praise.  They  served  me  day  and  night, 
present  or  absent,  with  all  of  the  intelligent,  well-directed  e.'irne.'?tne8S,  and  devo- 
tion they  would  have  served  themselves,  had  they  been  charged  with  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  commander.  The  confidence  inspired  by  their  active  and 
generous  co-operation  and  support,  early  caused  me  to  feel  that  comple  success 
was  inevitable. 

3Iy  thanks  are  due  to  General  Carlin  and  his  brigade  for  his  services  on 
Lookout  mountain  on  the  night  of  the  24th.  They  were  posted  in  an  exposed 
position,  and  when  attacked  repelled  it  with  great  spirit  and  success.  I  must 
also  express  my  acknowledgments  to  Major  General  Palmer  and  his  command 
for  services  rendered  while  belonging  to  my  column. 

Lieutenant  Ayres,  of  the  signal  corps,  with  his  assistants,  rendered  me  valu- 
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able  aid  in  his  branch  of  the  service  during  our  operations.  Major  RejDoldf, 
the  chief  of  artillery  of  Geary's  division,  proved  himself  to  be  a  skilful  artil- 
lerist, and  requires  especial  mention  for  his  services.  His  batteries  were  always 
posted  with  judgment  and  served  with  marked  ability.  The  precision  of  his 
fire  at  Lookout  and  Ringgold  elicited  my  admiration. 

To  my  staff  have  I  been  more  than  ever  indebted  for  the  assistance  rendeied 
me.  Major  General  Butterfield,  chief  of  staff,  prompt  and  able  in  counsel,  was 
untiring  and  devoted  oh  the  field.  Captain  H.  W.  Perkins,  assistant  adjataiit 
general,  Colonel  James  D.  Fessenden,  Major  William  H.  Lawrence,  Captain 
R.  H.  Hall,  Lieutenants  P.  A.  Oliver,  and  Samuel  W.  Taylor,  aides-de-camp, 
bravely  and  intelligently  performed  all  their  duties. 

Lieutenant  H.  C.  Wharton,  a  promising  young  ofiicer  of  engineers,  reported 
to  me  from  the  staff  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  department,  and  was 
unwearied  in  his  assistance,  both  as  an  engineer  and  as  an  officer  of  my  personal 
staff.  Major  General  Howard  has  furnished  me  for  transmital  his  very  able 
report  of  the  operations  and  services  of  the  1 1th  corps,  from  the  time  it  pa^^d 
from  my  command,  November  22,  to  that  of  its  return,  December  17.  As  it 
relates  to  events  of  which  I  had  no  personal  knowledge,  it  only  remains  to  com- 
ly  with  his  wishes,  with  the  request  that  the  major  general  commanding  the 
epartment  will  give  it  his  especial  attention.  I  may  add  that  the  zeal  and 
devotedness  displayed  by  this  corps  and  its  dii^tinguished  commander  in 
performing  all  the  duties  assigned  them,  cheerfully  encountering  its  perils  and 
sharing  its  privations,  afford  me  great  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major  Gineral  Commanding, 

Brig.  General  William  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

A  true  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp- 


Headquarteks  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division  of  Cavalry, 

Near  Chattanooga,  Notember  28,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  directions  received  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  followB 
in  reference  to  the  late  expedition  to  Cleveland,  Tennessee : 

The  first  point  at  which  I  struck  the  Cleveland  and  Chattanooga  railroad  to  do 
it  damage  was  at  Tyner's  station,  where  a  considerable  portion  of  the  track  wis 
torn  up.  The  next  place  was  about  fifteen  (15)  miles  this  side  of  Cleveland, 
where  a  small  piece  of  trestle-work  over  culvert  was  burned  and  track  torn  up. 
At  Oultawah  another  trestle  was  burned  and  the  track  destroyed  for  some  di^ 
tance.  Five  (5)  miles  this  side  of  Cleveland,  and  at  several  places  between 
that  and  Cleveland,  the  road  was  destroyed  to  considerable  extent. 

On  the  Cleveland  and  Dal  ton  railroad  the  rails  were  torn  up  in  numerotf 
places  for  a  distance  of  ten  (10)  miles  out  of  Cleveland.  The  Uleveland  and 
Charleston  road  was  damaged  in  quite  a  number  of  places  from  Cleveland  w 
within  one  and  a  half  (1  J)  mile  of  Charleston. 

The  points  at  which  the  track  was  destroyed  on  the  latter  two  roads  cannot  be 
well  particularized,  as  there  were  no  large  bridges  or  culverts  destroyed  which 
would  specify  the  localities.  The  only  large  culverts  and  bridges  I  saw  on  anf 
of  the  roads  were  built  of  stone  and  could  not  be  readily  destroyed. 

The  first  road  I  travelled  aft«r  leaving  Chattanooga  waa  the  dirt  road  to 
Cleveland  which  runs  alongside  the  railroad.    This  road  has  been  much  tnvdkd 
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and  is  in  bad  condition,  and  would  soon  become  impracticable  to  heavilj  loaded 
wagons  in  the  present  weather.  It  runs  in  some  places  through  gorges  and 
caflons  with  abrupt  hills  on  each  side.  I  travelled  for  some  eight  (8)  miles  on  a 
road  nearly  parallel  to  this,  and  from  two  to  four  miles  to  the  right,  which  runs,  I 
think,  direct  from  Chickamauga  station  to  Clevebnd.  This  is  somewhat  better 
than  the  last  mentioned  road. 

Returning  from  Cleveland  I  came  through  Harrison  on  a  good  dirt  road  all 
the  way  not  much  travelled.  There  are  no  heavy  grades  on  eitlier  of  the  roads 
travelled  The  country  is  generally  good,  in  an  agricultural  point  of  view,  but 
most  of  the  forage  has  been  already  consumed.  There  is,  however,  enough  left 
to  supply  a  command  for  a  short  time ;  more  of  long  than  short  forage. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI  LONG, 
Col.  ConCdg  Second  Brigade,  Second  Cavalry  Division, 
Gborob  K.  Lekt, 

Assistant  Adj,  General  Mil,  Div,  of  the  Mississippi, 

True  copy : 

S.  0.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

On  the  27  th  of  November,  I  recalled  General  Granger's  command  from  Mis- 
sion ridge  and  sent  it  towards  Knoxville,  by  the  following  order: 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Novemher  27,  1863 — 7  p.  m. 
General  :  The  general  commanding  department  directs  that  you  march 
without  delay  with  the  dirisions  of  Sheridan  and  Wood  to  the  relief  of  General 
Burnside  at  Knoxville.  You  will  take  as  much  artillery  as  you  can,  and  move 
without  wagons.  Ten  days*  rations  for  your  entire  command  and  extra  ammu- 
nition will  be  transported  on  the  steamer  Paint  Hock,  now  at  the  wharf.  Take 
three  days'  rations  anl  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  on  the  persons  of  the  men. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Thomas : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
Major  General  Gordon  Granger, 

Commanding  \th  Army  Corps. 

1  also  sent  General  Elliott  in  the  same  direction  :  '4, 

Chattanooga,  Novemher  27,  1863.   - 
Brigadier  General  W.  L.  Elliott,  Murfreeshoro* : 

Move  with  what  cavalry  you  have  with  you  to  Kingston,  taking  up  Colonel 
Byrd  at  that  place ;  thence  south  in  the  direction  of  Athens,  seeking  the  enemy 
and  harassing  him  as  much  as  possible  when  found.  If  you  cannot  find  him 
report  to  General  Burnside  at  Knoxville.  More  definite  instructions  cannot  be 
given  you  at  this  time.  Crook  will  probably  be  sent  south. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Thomas : 

WILLIAM  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Howard's  corps  and  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps  were  with  General 
Sherman,  already  marching  on  Knoxville,  leaving  no  troops  at  Chattanooga 
except  the  regular  garrison  and  two  divisions  of  Palmer's  corps.  Hooker  was 
then  recalled  from  Ringgold  by  the  following  order : 
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Hbadquartbrs  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga y  November  30 — 9  a.  m. 
General  :  The  general  commanding  department  directs  that  yoa  learc 
Ringgold  with  the  forces  under  your  command,  starting  shortly  after  the  moon 
rises  tonight  '  and  move  towards  Chattanooga.  The  troops  of  the  12ih  corpa 
and  those  of  the  4th  corps  will  resume  their  original  positions  west  of  Lookoat 
mountain  and  on  the  road  to  Bridgeport.  Osterhaus's  division  will  be  halted  at 
a  convenient  point  between  Chattanooga  and  Rossville,  and  the  commAadiog 
officer  will  report  to  General  Grant  for  instructions.  Execute  the  orden*  received 
from  General  Grant  in  reference  to  the  destruction  of  propeity  at  Ringguld. 
It  is  reported,  on  what  seems  good  authority,  that  some  of  our  dead  lie  unburied 
on  the  battle-field  of  Chickamauga.  Order  a  detail  from  the  command  of  General 
Cruft,  or  the  whole  command  if  necessary,  to  return  via  Chickamauga  aud  bury 
them. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
Major  General  Joseph  Hooker. 

General  Granger  reached  the  Hiawassee  on  the  30th  of  November,  with  hii 
command,  and  reported  as  follows : 

Headquarters  4th  Army  Corps, 
Kincannon's  Ferry,  November  30,  1 803 — 5  p.  m. 
General  :  Reached  this  point  at  2  p.  m. ;  roads  horrid,  and  marches  difficult 
and  laborious.  Steamer  (with  flats)  has  just  arrived.  We  are  crossing  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  I  expect  to  got  everything  over  by  12  n»  to-morrow.  I  have  no 
news  whatever  from  Knoxville  or  elsewhere ;  in  fact  this  country  is  depopulate! 
My  programme  is  as  follows :  to  move  directly  to  Kingston,  cross  the  Tenne«ec 
river,  and  attack  Longstreet's  right  flank  1  am  in  hopes  to  reach  Kingston  on 
the  3d,  and  be  in  front  of  Knoxville  by  the  /)th  or  6th  at  the  latest.  I  hAve 
ordered  Spear's  brigade  to  join  me  at  Kingston ;  also  all  the  cavalry  aud  troops 
at  that  point  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning.  I  have  been 
seriously  embarrassed  for  want  of  cavalry,  and  was  fired  into  on  our  arrivjil  hrre 
by  the  rebel  cavalry  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hiawassee.  Please  inform 
me  if  any  movement  is  being  made  by  our  troeps  upon  my  right  flank  abore 
Calhoun ;  if  not,  Longstreet  can  easily  cross  the  Tennessee  river,  near  Knox- 
ville, and  escape  southward  by  roads  a  short  distance  east  of  the  Cleveland  and 
Dalton  railroad. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  a  jrvant, 

G.  GRANGER. 

Major  Gtneral 
Major  General  George  H.  Thomas. 

The  above  was  answered  as  follows : 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  December  I,  1863 — 5  30  p.  m. 
Major  General  G.  Granger,  Co77unanding  ilh  Army  Corps: 

Yours  of  5  p.  m  yesterday  received.  General  Sherman  is  on  your  right,  ind 
has  orders,  on  uniting  his  forces  with  yours,  to  assume  the  direction  of  afikiff. 
Elliott  is  ordered  to  Kingston ;  left  on  the  2oth.  Colonel  Palmer  is  also  ordered 
with  his  regiment  and  tenth  Ohio  cavalry  direct  to  Kingston ;  Iciives  to-day. 
Steamer  Dunbar,  loading  with  150,000  rations  hard  bread  and  salt,  and  about 
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lialf  that  qnantitj  of  coffee,  sugar,  and  bacon  will  start  to-nigbt  or  in  the 
morning.     vVo  will  endeavor  to  send  you  more  supplies  by  river. 
Enemy's  main  body  reported  south  of  Dtdton. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

The  following  communication  from  my  chief  commissary  to  m^  chief  quarter- 
master at  Nashville  will  illustrate  how  severely  taxed  were  our  means  of  supply 
to  maintain  the  army  in  East  Tennessee : 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  CrMBERLAND, 

Chattanooga,  December  5,  1863. 
Colonel  J.  L.  Donaldson,  Chief  Quartermaster,  Nashville : 

We  require,  daily,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  rations  for  this  army, 
including  Sherman's  command.  Have  on  hand  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
rations  salt  meat ;  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  rations 
flour  and  bread ;  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  rations  coffee  and  tea ;  one  million 
fimr  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  salt ;  we  require,  daily,  about  one  hundred 
and  seventy  (170)  head  of  cattle. 

A.  PARKER  PORTER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Chief  Commissary. 

General  Sherman's  movement  on  Knoxville  caused  the  enemy  to  raise  the 
riege  of  that  place  and  retreat  towards  southwest  Virginia,  when,  there  being  no 
longer  any  necessity  for  retaining  so  large  a  force  in  East  Tennessee,  the  column 
commanded  by  General  Sherman  returned  to  Chattanooga,  leaving  General 
Granger's  corps  with  General  Burnside's  command,  wliich,  with  other  re-enforce- 
ments, left  ample  force  for  the  protection  of  that  section.  On  the  14th  of  December 
General  Elliott's  cavalry  command  was  added  to  the  forces  in  East  Tennessee, 
and  operated  with  them  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 

December  17. — The  11th  army  corps,  and  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps, 
returned  to  Chattanooga,  the  first  of  which  was  posted  to  protect  the  railroad 
north  of  Lookout  mountain,  and  the  other  went  into  camp  on  Spring  creek, 
Bonth  of  Mission  ridge.  With  the  return  of  the  above-mentioned  troops  I  had 
control  of  three  corps — the  14th,  11th,  and  12th — to  defend  Chattanooga  and  hold 
open  railroad  communication  with  Nashville,  150  miles  distant.  There  were 
also  small  garrisons  and  detachments  operating  against  the  numerous  guerillas 
infesting  Middle  Tennessee,  of  which  mention  was  made  in  my  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  during  December,  1863,  a  copy  of  which  1  forward 
herewith.  I  had  with  me  at  the  front  two  brigades  of  cavalry — Long's,  posted 
at  the  Hiawassee  river,  and  Watkins's,  stationed  at  Rossville,  from  which  two 
points  a  number  of  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  to  observe  the  enemy's  move- 
ments in  the  direction  of  Dal  ton. 

On  the  25th  of  December  Colonel  Tjcibold  (second  Missouri)  started  from 
Chattanooga  to  march  to  Knoxville  with  a  hirge  supply  train  and  a  number  of 
convalescents  belonging  to  the  4th  army  corps.  \1^  was  attacked  at  Charleston, 
on  the  Hiawassee,  when,  being  re-enforced  by  troops  from  Colonel  Long's  cav- 
alry command,  he  drove  the  enemy  off,  and  Colonel  Long's  men  pursued  them 
as  far  as  an  unfordable  creek,  several  miles  from  where  the  attack  was  made. 
The  behavior  of  the  troops  was  most  praiseworthy ;  they  being  in  inferior  num- 
bers to  the  enemy,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  both  commanders  for  the  calm  and 
deliberate  manner  in  which  they  handled  their  commands.  The  following  are 
copies  of  their  reports  of  the  affair : 
T 12 
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ATTACK  ON  CALHOUN,  TENNESSEE. 
IlEADaUARTERS  SECOND  BrIQADB,  SeCOND  DIVISION  CaVALBT, 

Callioun,  Tenn,,  December  28, 1663. 

Genkral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  infonnation  of  the  major  gen- 
eral commanding  the  department,  report  of  attack  made  this  a.  m.  upon  this 
place  by  the  rebel  General  Wheeler.  The  attack  was  made  at  about  10  o*clodt 
by  a  force  o^  from  twelve  (12)  to  fifteen  (15)  hundred  cavalry  and  mounted 
infantry,  led  by  General  Wheeler  in  person.  Brigadier  General  Kelley,  witk 
his  brigade,  formed  part  of  this  force.  Their  object  was  evidently  the  capture 
of  the  supply  trains  which  arrived  here  last  evening  under  charge  of  forces  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Leibold. 

Colonel  Leibold  encamped  on  the  Charleston  side  of  the  river,  and  his  fki^ 
mishers  were  at  work  with  the  enemy  before  I  was  apprised  of  their  approach. 
I  immediately  mounted  the  small  command  which  remained  in  camp  not  on  datj, 
(about  150  men,)  moved  across  the  bridge,  and  found  the  infantry  pretty  sharply 
engaged,  the  enemy  occupying  position  in  the  woods.  The  latter  shortly  after- 
wards gave  way,  and  I  then  started  rapidly  after  them.  Discovering  a  ?mal! 
portion  of  their  force  now  cut  off  on  the  right,  I  ordered  a  sabre  charge,  and 
followed  a  retreating  column  of  several  hundreds  which  had  taken  out  the 
Chatata  road  running  up  the  Iliawassee. 

Our  rapid  pursuit  and  vigorous  use  of  the  sabre  completely  demoralized  this 
force,  which  was  thrown  into  great  confusion  and  scattered  in  every  direction; 
their  men  throwing  away  large  numbers  of  arms,  accoutrements,  &c.  Sevml 
of  the  enemy  (number  not  known)  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  we  captured 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  (121)  prisoners,  including  five  (5)  commissioned 
oflScers.  Drove  the  remainder  till  I  had  arrived  at  a  creek,  which  was  scarcelj 
fordable,  and  deemed  it  prudent  to  follow  no  further.  The  main  rebel  colomn 
had  fled  out  the  Dalton  road.  I  sent  a  small  force  out  that  road,  who  followed 
some  five  miles,  and  the  enemy  is  still  retreating  towards  Cleveland.  My  own 
loss  is  one  man  seriously  wounded. 

Since  returning  to  my  headquarters  I  have  received  a  despatch  from  the  officer 
commanding  couriers  at  Cleveland.  He  was  attacked  early  this  morning  by  a 
force  of  about  100  men,  and  drove  them  off. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI  LONG. 
Colonel  Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Brigadier  General  Wm.  D.  Whipple, 

C/iief  of  Stafff  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


ACTION  ON  THE  HIAWASSEE. 

Camp  near  Calhoun,  December  28, 1863. 
Sir  :  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  given  the  rebel 
General  Wheeler  a  sound  thrashing  this  morning.  I  had  succeeded,  in  spite  of 
the  most  abominable  roads,  to  reach  Charleston  on  the  night  of  the  27th ;  tod 
this  morning  shortly  after  daylight  I  was  moving  my  train  across  Hiiwawe* 
river  bridge,  when  Wheeler's  cavalry,  reported  1,500  strong,  with  four  gw». 
which,  however,  they  had  no  time  to  bring  into  action,  appeared  in  my  rear.  I 
placed  the  infantry  in  line  of  battle,  then  got  my  train  over  the  bridge  saWjr» 
and  next  asked  Colonel  Long  to  place  a  regiment  of  cavalry  at  my  dispooL 
These  arrangements  made,  I  charged  with  the  infantry  in  double-quick  on  the 
astonished  rebels  and  routed  them  completely,  when  I  ordered  a  cavalry  chirp 
to  give  them  the  finishing  touch.  The  charge  was  made  in  good  style,  but  tie 
number  of  our  cavalry  was  insufficient  for  an  effectual  pursuit,  and  bo  the  enemy 
got  away,  and  was  even  able  to  take  his  guns  along,  which,  with  innomeml^ 
prisoners,  must  have  MW  mV)  m^  liiaidfi  could  I  have  made  a  hot  jmrrait. 
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I  Lave  now  with  me,  as  prisoners,  five  commissioned  officers,  among  whom 
the  inspector  general  of  General  Kellej's  division,  and  a  surgeon,  and  126  men 
of  different  regiments.  Wheeler  commanded  in  person,  and  it  was  reported  to 
him,  as  the  prisoners  state,  that  I  had  600  wagons  in  my  train,  which  he  expected 
to  take  without  great  trouble.  The  casualties  on  my  side  are  as  follows  :  Third 
division,  two  commissioned  officers  wounded,  two  men  killed,  eight  men  wounded, 
one  man  missiug ;  second  division,  four  men  wounded. 

The  rebels  lost,  besides  the  number  stated,  several  severely  wounded,  which 

I  am  obliged  to  leave  behind,  and  probably  several  killed.     The  number  of 

small-arms  thrown  away  by  them  is  rather  large,  and  they  will  undoubtedly  be 

gathered  up  by  Colonel  Long.     I  shall  pursue  my  march  at  daybreak  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BERNARD  LEIBOLD, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry^  Missouri  Volunteers. 
Brigadier  General  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report  of  operations  of  my  command  during 
December,  1863,  and  January  and  February,  1864 : 

Hbadquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  January  1,  1864. 

General:  The  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  army  of  the  Cumber- 
land  since  the  date  of  my  last  report  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  major  general 
commanding : 

December  1,  1863. — General  Hooker  returned  to  Chattanooga  with  Geary's 
division,  12lh  corps,  and  Odterhaus's  division  of  15th  corps ;  Cruft's  two  biigades 
of  the  first  division,  4lh  corps,  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Chickamauga  battle- 
ground and  bury  such  of  our  dead  as  still  remained  unburied  by  the  rebels. 
This  duty  finished  they  were  to  return  to  their  former  position  on  the  Nashville 
and  Chattanooga  railroad,  between  Whitesides  and  Bridgeport.  General  Uooker, 
on  evacuating  Ringgold,  destroyed  the  railroad  depot  and  other  buildings,  as  well 
lus  such  captured  property  as  could  not  bo  removed.  General  Granger's  corps 
marched  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  via  Calhoun,  to  act  in  connexion  with  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  command,  which  was  also  moving  towards  that  place.  Watkins's 
brigade  of  cavalry  stationed  at  Rossville,  supported  by  two  regiments  of  infan- 
try, to  guard  our  south  front.  The  ninety-second  Illinois  mounted  infantry,  Colonel 
8.  D.  Atkins  commanding,  ordered  to  proceed  to  Caperton's  ferry  to  guard  that 
pla^'e  and  viciuity.  Brigadier  General  Elliott,  with  the  first  division  of  cavalry, 
was  ordered  to  proceed  from  the  neighborhood  of  Sparta  to  Kingston. 

December  3. — Information  given  by  deserters  from  the  enemy  places  the  rebel 
army  as  follows  :  Cleburne's  division  at  Tunnel  Hill,  and  the  balance  of  Bragg's 
army  at  Dalton ;  they  also  state  that  the  rebel  army  is  very  much  demoralized, 
^nd  the  men  scattered  from  their  regiments,  and  that  desertions  were  numerous. 
Buckner's  corps  was  not  in  the  battles  in  front  of  Chattanooga,  it  having  gone 
to  the  assistance  of  Longs treet  seven  or  eight  days  previous.  Colonel  Buell, 
fifty -eighth  Indiana  volunteers,  commanding  pioneer  brigade,  commenced  con- 
structing a  double-track  wagon  road  over  the  nose  of  Lookout  mountain. 

December  5. — Guerillas  made  their  appearance  in  the  neighborhood  of  Uar- 
riBon,  without  doing  much  damage,  however.  A  cavalry  reconnoissance  sent  out 
by  Colonel  Watkins  from  Rossville  proceeded  as  far  as  Ringgold,  and  returned 
without  having  found  any  signs  of  tiie  enemy  except  stragglers  and  deserters. 

December  10. — General  Elliott  received  instructions  that,  in  case  he  did  not 
reach  Kingston  in  time  to  join  in  the  pursuit  of  Longstreet,  he  was  to  take  up  a 
position  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  Hiawassee  river,  pushing  outposts  as  far 
R8  possible  to  the  southeast,  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  that 
directioii. 
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December  13. — Brigadier  General  Gillem  reports  aa  follows  from  Na&bville: 
Just  returned  from  the  Tennessee  river.  "Work  on  the  Northwestern  railroad 
progressfing.  Guerillas  between  the  Cumberland  and  Duck  rivers  broken  up. 
Perkins  and  Hay  disposed  of — the  former  killed,  and  the  latter  wpiured. 
Refugees  and  conscripts  from  south  side  of  Tennessee  river  report  that  Fom?t 
and  Pillow  are  at  Jackson,  West  Tennessee,  with  4,000  men,  about  1,00J  of 
whom  are  well  organized. 

December  14. — Colonel  Watkins,  with  detachments  from  the  fourth  and  sixth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  about  250  men,  made  a  reconnoissance  to  Lafayette,  pur- 
prising  the  town,  and  capturing  a  colonel  of  the  Georgia  home  guards,  six  (6) 
officers  of  the  rebel  signal-corps,  and  about  thirty  horses  and  mules ;  our  loss  nnue. 

December  15. — A  small  party  of  rebels,  under  Major  Joe.  Foutaiu,  Hoddj'e 
adjutant,  was  captured  by  General  Dodge  near  Pulaski. 

They  had  been  on  a  reconnoissance  along  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  rail- 
road, and  the  Nashville  and  Decatur  railroad.  At  one  point  they  had  tapped  the 
telegraph,  and  taken  off  several  despatches.  Orders  were  then  immediately  &eut 
to  General  Slocum,  commanding  I2t\\  corps,  to  be  vigilant  along  his  line.  Gen- 
eral Elliott,  commanding  cavalry,  ordered  to  establish  his  headquarters  at  Atheoj, 
and  post  pickets  at  Calhoun,  Columbus,  and  Tellico  Plain. 

Decanher  17. — Howard's  corps  returned  to  Chattanooga  from  Knoiville; 
also  Davis*s  division  of  the  14th  corps.  The  latter  was  posted  along  Spring 
creek,  south  of  Mission  ridge.  The  former  returned  to  its  position  in  Lookout 
valley. 

December  19. — Information  brought  by  scouts  that  the  enemy  are  strengthen- 
ing their  position  between  Tunnel  Hill  and  Dalton.  Also  at  Resac^  near  the 
Oostenaula  river,  and  the  Altoona  mountain,  south  of  the  Etowah,  the  la^t 
named  place  being  a  formidable  position. 

December  20. — General  Crook,  commanding  second  division  of  cavalrr, 
ordered  by  General  Grant  to  assemble  his  command  at  Huntsville,  and  move  to 
Prospect,  with  a  vit;w  to  operate  against  Forrest.  Crook  to  be  relieved  in  hii 
pre.«ont  position  by  troops  from  General  Sherman's  command.  General  W.  S. 
Smith,  chief  of  cavalry,  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  third,  fifth, 
and  seventh  Kimtncky,  second  and  fourth  Tennessee,  and  eighth  Iowa  cavalry 
regiments,  started  for  Savannah,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  river,  and  operate  on  the 
flank  and  rear  of  Forrest,  and  drive  him  from  West  Tennessee. 

December  22. — A  party  of  Wheeler's  cavalry,  numbering  about  15,  at  9  p.  m. 
attacked  a  party  of  the  fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  stationed  at  Cleveland.  <>nr 
loss  one  or  two  captured,  some  revolvers,  sabres,  and  saddles  lost,  also  some 
overcoats  and  blankets ;  enemy  finally  driven  off.  Hailroad  bridge  at  Chattauo^iga 
completed. 

December  23. — Colonel  Watkins  sent  out  a  scout  of  150  men  from  fourth 
and  sixth  Kentucky  cavalry,  under  command  of  Major  Willing,  of  the  sixth 
Kentucky,  which  proceeded  as  far  as  Lafayette,  Georgia,  capturing  at  that  pUce 
one  commissioned  rebel  officer  and  sixteen  non-commistioned  officers  and  private?; 
also  ten  citizens,  said  to  be  violent  rebels,  and  38  horses  and  mules. 

Information  from  various  sources  leads  to  the  belief  that  Hardee  is  making  the 
Oostenaula  river  his  front,  defended  by  rifle-pits  and  fortifications;  also  the 
Etowah  river.  All  deserters  and  scouts  agree  in  their  statements  that  the  rebtl? 
in  our  front  are  disheartened  and  demoralized.  President  Lincoln's  aiiiDrfiy 
proclamation  was  having  a  good  effect  in  encouraging  desertions  from  the  nbels 
me^isures  having  been  taken  to  circulate  it  extensively  within  the  enemy's  line*- 

December  2{S. — Coloin'l  Eli  Long,  commanding  second  brigade  second  din 
sion  cavalry,  reports*  as  follows  from  Calhoun,  Tennessee :  "  Rebel  General  Wbeeltr 
attacked  this  place  at  about  10  a.  m.  to-day,  with  a  force  of  from  l.*JO0  to 
1,500  cavalry ;  Brigadier  General  Kelly,  with  his  brigade,  formed  part  of  this  t'«r. 
Their  object  was  evidently  the  capture  of  the  supply  train  which  arrived  Lore 
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last  evening  in  charge  of  forces  under  Colonel  Leibold.  Colonel  Leibold  was 
encamped  on  the  Charleston  side  of  the  river,  and  his  skinnisbers  were  at  work 
with  the  enemy  before  I  was  apprised  of  their  approach.  I  immediately  mount- 
ed the  small  command  which  remained  in  camp  not  on  duty,  (about  150  men,) 
moved  across  the  bridge,  and  found  the  infantry  pretty  sharply  engaged,  the 
enemy  occupying  position  in  the  woods.  The  latter  shortly  afterwards  gave  way, 
and  1  then  started  rapidly  after  them.  Discovering  a  small  portion  of  their  force 
now  cut  off  on  the  right,  I  ordered  a  sabre  charge,  and  followed  a  retreating  column 
of  several  hundred  which  had  gone  out  on  the  Chatata  road,  running  up  the  Ilia- 
wassee ;  our  rapid  pursuit,  and  vigorous  use  of  the  sabre,  completely  demoralized 
this  force,  which  was  thrown  into  great  confusion  and  scattered  in  every  direc- 
tion ;  their  men  throwing  away  large  numbers  of  arms,  accoutrements,  &c.  Several 
of  the  enemy  (number  not  known)  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  we  captured 
121  prisoners,  including  five  commissioned  officers. 

'*  We  drove  the  remainder  until  I  had  arrived  at  a  creek  which  was  scarcely 
fordable,  and  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  follow  no  further.  The  main  rebel  force 
fled  out  on  the  Dal  ton  road.  I  sent  a  small  force  out  that  road,  who  followed 
some  &ye  miles,  and  the  enemy  is  now  still  retreating  toward  Cleveland.  My 
own  loss  is  one  man  seriously  wounded.  The  courier  station  at  Cleveland  was 
also  attacked  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  by  a  force  of  about  100,  and  they  drove 
the  rebels  off." 

Also  Colonel  Bernard  Leibold,  (second  Misouri,)  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
train  and  escort  above  referred  to,  reports  as  follows  from  camp  near  Calhoun: 
"It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  given  the  rebel  Gen- 
eral Wheeler  a  sound  thrashing  this  morning.  I  had  succeeded,  in  spite  of  the 
most  abominable  roads,  to  reach  Charleston  on  the  night  of  the  27th ;  and  this 
morning,  shortly  after  daylight,  I  was  moving  my  train  across  the  Riawassee 
river  bridge,  when  Wheeler's  cavalry  (reported  1,500  strong,  with  four  guns, 
which  however  they  had  no  time  to  bring  into  action)  appeared  in  my  rear.  I 
placed  my  infantry  in  line  of  battle,  then  got  my  train  safely  over  the  bridge, 
and  next  asked  Colonel  Long  to  place  a  regiment  of  cavalry  at  my  disposal. 
These  arrangements  made,  I  charged  with  the  infantry  in  double-quick  on  the 
astonished  rebels,  and  routed  them  completely,  when  I  ordered  a  cavalry  charge 
to  give  them  the  finishing  touch.  The  charge  was  made  in  good  style,  but  the 
number  of  our  cavalry  was  insufficient  for  an  effectual  pursuit,  and  so  the  enemy 
got  away,  and  was  even  able  to  take  his  guns  along,  which,  with  innumerable 
prisoners,  must  have  fallen  into  my  hands  could  I  have  made  a  hot  pursuit.  I 
have  now  with  me  as  prisoners  five  commissioned  officers,  among  whom  the 
inspector  general  of  Kelley's  division  and  a  surgeon,  and  126  men  of  different 
regiments. 

"  Wheeler  commanded  in  person ;  and  it  was  reported  to  him,  as  the  prisoners 
state,  that  J,  had  COO  wagons  in  my  train,  which  he  expected  to  take  without 
great  trouble.  The  casualties  on  my  side  are  as  follows :  Two  commissioned 
officers  and  twelve  men  wounded,  two  men  killed  and  one  missing.  The  rebels 
lost  several  wounded  and  probably  several  killed. 

"  The  number  of  small-arms  thrown  away  by  them,  is  rather  large,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly be  gathered  up  by  Colonel  Long.  I  shall  pursue  my  march  at  day 
break  to-morrow." 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  since  the  2Sth  instant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  F.,  Cofnmanding. 
Brigadier  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  -4.,  Washington,  D,  C. 

True  copy :  S.  C.  KELLOGG, 

Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-CJavM^ 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga^  Tennessee,  March  10,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  for  the 
months  of  January  and  February,  1864,  as  follows : 

From  the  Ist  until  as  late  as  the  20th  of  January,  no  moTements  of  any  con- 
sequence took  place.  Small  scouting  parties  of  both  cavalry  and  infantry  were 
sent  out  from  time  to  time  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  but  failed  to 
find  him  in  any  considerable  force  in  our  immediate  front. 

Information  gained  through  scouts  and  deserters  placed  Johnston's  army  at 
Dalton  and  vicmity,  occupying:  the  same  position  he  had  taken  up  after  tbe 
rebel  army  had  fallen  back  from  Mission  ridge,  November  26,  1863,  and  show- 
ing, as  yet,  no  disposition  to  assume  the  offensive.  Desertions  from  the  enemy 
still  continued  numerous,  averaging  thirty  per  day ;  nearly  all  of  whom  wished 
to  embrace  the  terms  of  the  President's  amnesty  proclamation,  which,  with  Major 
General  Grant's  General  Orders  No.  10,  of  December  12,  1863,  headquartew 
military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  had  been  freely  circulated  within  the  rebel 
lines  for  some  time  previous. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  General  G.  M.  Dodge,  at  Pulaski  Tennessee,  having 
ascertained  that  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry,  under  Roddy,  was  constructing  flat-boats, 
and  hiding  them  in  Little  Boar  creek.  Spring  creek,  and  Town  cieek,  and  abo 
that  one  of  Roddy's  regiments  was  foraging  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennesgee 
river,  he  immediately  informed  General  Grant  of  these  movements  of  the  enemy, 
who  directed  me  to  organize  an  expedition  at  once  of  sufficient  force  to  drive 
Roddy  away  from  where  he  was  reported  to  be,  and  to  destroy  all  boats  and 
materials  that  might  in  any  way  be  used  by  the  enemy  in  crossing  the  Tennessee 
river.  On  the  22d,  information  was  received  that  Johnson's  and  Morrison's 
brigades  of  Roddy's  command  had  crossed  the  Tennessee  somewhere  between 
Florence  and  Clifton,  on  the  18th,  intending  to  make  a  raid  on  our  railroads. 
The  guards  along  the  railroads  were  cautioned  against  an  attack  from  this  partji 
and  measures  were  immediately  taken  to  drive  Roddy  across  the  river.  Colonel 
H.  0.  Miller,  seventy-second  Indiana,  commanding  one  expedition,  reports  £rom 
Blue- Water,  on  the  26th,  via  Pulaski,  27th,  that  he  engaged  Johnson's  brigade 
near  Florence,  routed  them,  killed  fifteen,  and  wounded  quite  a  number,  taking 
many  prisoners ;  among  them  three  commissioned  officers.  Oar  loss  was  ten  (10) 
wounded. 

Brigadier  General  Gillem  also  reports  having  sent  out  parties  from  along  the 
line  of  tbe  Northwestern  railroad,  and  their  having  returned  with  Lieutenaot 
Colonel  Brewer,  two  captains,  three  lieutenants,  and  twenty  men  as  prisoners. 

A  party  of  guerillas,  numbering  about  150  men,  attacked  Tracy  City  on  the 
20th,  and,  after  having  three  times  summoned  the  garrison  to  surrender,  wae 
handsomely  repulsed  by  our  forces. 

Colonel  T.  J.  Harrison,  thirty-ninth  Indiana,  (mounted  infantry,)  reports  from 
Cedar  Grove,  21st  instiint,  that  he  had  sent  out  an  expedition  of  200  men  to  Sparta* 
to  look  after  the  guerillas  in  that  vicinity.  They  divided  into  five  parties,  con- 
centrating at  Sparta.  Having  passed  over  the  localities  of  Ourtis's,  Champ 
Ferguson's,  Bledsoe's,  and  Murry's  guerillas,  his  (Harrison's)  force  remained  on 
the  Calf  Killer  five  days,  and  during  that  time  killed  four,  (4,)  wounded  five  or 
six,  and  captured  fifteen,  including  a  captain  and  lieutenant,  thirty  (30)  horses, 
and  twenty  (20)  stand  of  arms. 

The  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  having  been  completed  on  the  14th 
instant,  and  trains  running  from  Nashville  to  this  point,  steps  were  immediately 
taken  to  commence  repairing  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  railroad.  The 
first  division  of  the  4tli  corps.  Major  General  D.  L.  Stanley  cominanding,  was 
ordered  on  the  24th  to  take  up  a  position  north  of  Chattanooga,  between  Chick- 
amauga  depot  and  the  Hiawassee  river,  to  protect  the  repairs  on  the  railroad. 
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General  Hooker,  commandiDg  1 1th  and  12th  corps,  was  ordered  to  relieve  Stan- 
ley's division,  then  stationed  on  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  be- 
tween Whitesides  and  Bridgeport. 

January  28. — Major  General  John  M.  Palmer,  commanding  1 4th  army  corps, 
with  a  portion  of  his  command,  made  a  reconnoisance  towards  the  enemy's  po- 
sition on  Tunnel  Hill.  He  found  them  still  in  force  at  that  point,  and  the  object 
of  the  movement  having  been  fully  accomplished,  General  Palmer  returned  to 
Chattanooga. 

February  7. — Colonel  W.  B.  Stokes,  fifth  Tennessee  cavalry,  reports  from 
Alexandria,  Tennessee,  that,  in  pursuance  to  orders,  he  had  recently  scouted  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sparta  after  certain  bands  of  guerillas  infesting  that  neighbor- 
hood, and  had  succeeded  in  killing  seventeen  (17)  and  capturing  twelve  (12) 
gnerillas,  besides  twenty  (20)  horses  and  mules.  Another  force,  under  Colonel 
O'Oonnell,  succeeded  in  killing  twenty- three  (23)  and  capturing  forty  (40)  of 
the  same  gang.  Colonel  Stokes  ascertained  that,  when  concentrated,  the  guer- 
illas in  that  section  of  the  country  will  number  600  men,  finely  mounted.  A 
scout  also  brought  me  information  of  an  attack  by  Roddy,  with  a  heavy  force,  upon 
our  troops  stationed  at  Lebanon,  De  Kalb  county,  Alabama,  on  the  30th  instant. 
The  rebels  were  repulsed  and  driven  in  confusion  towards  Gadsden,  when,  learning 
that  Roddy  was  being  re-enforced  by  Wheeler,  our  troops  withdrew  to  Sand 
mountain,  taking  posession  of  Saltpetre  cave,  near  Fort  Price. 

About  the  10th  instant,  various  reports  having  been  received  that  the  enemy 
nnder  Johnston  had  weakened  his  force  by  sending  re-enforcements  to  Polk, 
then  opposing  the  advance  of  our  forces  under  General  Sherman,  also  that  he 
had  sent  troops  to  aid  Longstreet,  in  East  Tennessee,  and  it  being  the  desire  of 
the  commanding  general  of  the  military  division  effectually  to  clear  out  the 
rebel  army  directly  opposed  to  our  forces  at  Knoxville,  I  received  orders  on  the 
10th  instant  to  prepare  to  start  for  Knoxville  on  the  13th  with  such  force  as 
eonld  safely  be  spared  from  the  protection  of  Chattanooga  and  its  communica- 
tions, to  co-operate  with  the  army  of  the  Ohio  in  driving  Longstrcet  from  East 
Tennessee. 

The  army  at  this  period  had  been  very  much  weakened  by  the  absence  of 
many  regiments,  who  had  gone  to  their  respective  States  to  reorganize  as  vet- 
eran volunteers,  (a  list  of  which  regiments  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  hereto,) 
BO  that  in  making  my  preparations  I  found  but  a  small  force  available.  My 
transportation  was  in  a  very  poor  condition,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  made 
to  replace  the  animals  lost  by  starvation,  during  the  close  investment  of  Chatta- 
nooga by  the  enemy,  and  for  want  of  horses  scarcely  any  of  the  artillery  could 
be  moved. 

On  the  13th  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  railroad  was  in  running  order 
to  Loudon.  The  same  day,  Matthias's  brigade  of  the  15th  corps  (army  of  the 
Tennessee)  arrived  at  Chattanooga  from  Huntsville,  in  pursuance  to  orders  from 
General  Grant,  and  was  immediately  placed  in  position  at  Cleveland,  in  reserve. 
On  the  14th  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Grant,  countermanding 
the  orders  he  had  given  me  on  the  10th  to  proceed  with  a  force  from  my  com- 
mand to  East  Tennessee,  and  stating  that  from  a  conversation  he  had' had  with 
General  Foster,  he  (General  Grant)  was  convinced  that  all  that  could  be  accom- 
plished by  the  proposed  campaign  would  not  compensate  for  the  hardships  upon 
our  men,  and  the  disqualifying  effects  it  would  have  upon  them  and  our  war 
material  for  a  spring  campaign.  He  then  went  on  to  say,  that  as  I  had  been 
preparini^  for  a  move,  he  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  one  to  my  immediate 
front,  the  object  being  to  gain  possession  of  Dalton  and  as  far  south  of  that  as> 
possible. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  instructions,  everything  being  in  readiness* 
Johnson's  and  Baird's  divisions  moved  out  from  Chattanooga  and  occupied 
Ringgold,  Georgia,  on  the  22d,  taking  up  a  position  on  the  ridge  west  of  East 
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Cbickamauga  creek,  with  two  regiments  of  moanted  infantry,  (Colonel  Boone's 
28tli  Kentucky  and  Colonel  Harrison^s  39tli  Indiana,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
creek,)  the  former  on  the  right  flank  and  the  latter  on  the  left.  Carlin's  brigade 
of  Johnson's  division  was  stationed  about  midway  between  the  main  line  and 
Taylor's  ridge. 

Cnift's  division  of  the  fourth  corps  moved  on  the  22d  from  Blue  Springs, 
near  Cleveland,  to  Red  clay.    Long's  brigade  of  cavalry  co-operated  with  Croft's 
column,  Long's  instructions  being  to  establish  communication  with  Cmft  at 
Red  Clay,  and  then  push  on  as  far  as  possible  towards  Dalton,  on  the  Spring 
Place  road,  observing  well  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  bo  as  to  give  tinaely 
warning  of  any  attempt  to  turn  Cruft's  left  flank,  and  should  the  enemy  retire, 
to  notify  Cruft,  so  that  the  latter  might  advance  from  Red  Clay.     During  the 
evening  of  the  22d  General  Palmer  notified  me,  from  Ringgold,  that  he  had 
reliable  information  that  Johnston  had  despatched  Cheatham's  and  Cleburne's 
divisions  to  the  relief  of  Polk  in  Alabama,  who  was  falling  back  before  General 
Sherman's  column.     On  the  23d  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps  closed  np 
on  the  balance  of  General  Palmer's  command  at  Ringgold.     Brigadier  Greneral 
Mathias,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the   15th  corps  stationed  at  Cleveland  in 
reserve,  was  directed  to  send  six  regiments  from  his  command  to  re-enforce 
General  Cruft  at  Red  Clay.     Colonel  I^ong,  having  established  communication 
with  Cruft  the  evening  Ibefore,  advanced  with  his  brigade  of  cavalry  along  the 
Spring  Place  road,  driving  in  the  enemy's  videttes,  when  within  four  m'des  of 
Dalton,  attacking  a  regiment  of  rebel  infantry  which  was  encamped  one  mile 
beyond,  driving  them  from  their  camp  and  capturing  some  prisoners.    The 
enemy  then  formed,  and  Long  withdrew  his  command  to  Russeirs  mills,  fonr 
miles  east  of  Varnell's  station,  on  the  Cleveland  and  Dalton  railroad,  and  encamped 
there  for  the  night.     Cruft,  by  instructions  from  General  Palmer,  took  position 
on  the  23d  at  Lee's  iiouse,  situated  at  the  cross-roads  on  th<^  road  leading  from 
Red  Clay  to  Tunnel  hill.     The  command  being  at  this  time  well  concentrated 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ringgold,  and  having  reconnoitred  thoroughly  on  both  flanb, 
General  Palmer  advanced  to  feel  the  enemy  in  his  position  at  Tunnel  Hill,  skir- 
mished with  him  three  or  four  miles,  and,  finally,  drove  him  from  his  position 
entirely,  to  a  point  about  one  mile  beyond  Tunnel  ,Kill,  where  he  formed  line 
and  opened  on  us  with  his  batteries.     The  main  force  then  withdrew  and  went 
into  camp  about  three  miles  northwest  of  Tunnel  Hill,  and  on  9the  morning  of 
the  24th  the  line  stood  as  follows :  Baird's  division  south  of  Taylor's  ridge, 
near  Ringgold,  with  Cruft's  division  closed  well  on  his  left,  Johnson's  and 
Davis's  division  in  advance,  towards  Tunnel  Hill,  with  Boone's  and  Harrison's 
re«jfiments  of  mounted  infantry,  (the  former  on  the  left,)  and  Harrison's  men  lead- 
ing the  advance  towards  Tunnel  Hill,  Long's  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Varnell's 
station,  on  the  Cleveland  and  Dalton  railroad,  supported  by  Gross's  brigade  of 
Cruft's  division.    An  advance  was  then  made  in  three  columns.     After  the  right 
and  left  columns  had  moved  out  some  distance,  the  centre,  with   the  mounted 
infantry  in  advance,  pushed  forward  and  met  witli  a  fire  at  long  range  from  a 
battery  of  Parrott  guns,  the  enemy's  practice  being  excellent  and  succeeding 
in  checking  the  column.     The  right  and  left  columns  were  then  set  in  motion 
and  succeeded  in  flanking  the  enemy's  battery,  forcing  it  to  retire.     Davis's 
division  of  the  14th  corps  was  started  in  pursuit,  and  on  the  25th  came  up  with 
a  heavy  force  of  rebels  at  Buzzard's  roost,  a  pass  through  what  is  called  Rocky- 
face  ridge,  which,  as  its  name  would  suggest,  is  very  precipitous  and  is  a  very 
Btrong  position.    Johnson's  division  of  the  14th  corps  was  advanced  to  the 
BUf>port  of  Djivis;  Baird's  division  of  the  14th  corps  started  from  Tunnel  Hill, at 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  to  join  General  Cruft,  at  Lee's  house,  on  the 
road  leading  to  Red  Clay,  with  instructions  to  move,  in  conjunction  with  Graft 
and  Long's  cavalry,  down  the  eastern  side  of  Rocky-face  ridge,  and  endeavor 
to  force  the  enemy  out  of  his  position  in  the  pass  by  threatening  his  right  and 
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lear,  while  Davis,  supported  by  Johnson,  attacked  him  in  front.  In  tho 
meantime,  Harrison's  regiment  of  mounted  infantry  (thirty-ninth  Indiana) 
oocnpied  a  gap  in  Rocky-face  ridge,  six  miles  south  of  Buzzard's  roost  and 
nearly  opposite  to  Dalton,  his  instructions  being  to  hold  it  as  long  as  pos- 
Bible.  Baird  and  Cruft  found  the  enemy  east  of  the  ridge  in  heavy  force  and 
very  strongly  posted,  skirmished  heavily  with  him  until  nightfall,  when  both 
divisions  were  withdrawn,  ascertaining  before  leaving  that  the  enemy  was  in 
much  stronger  force  than  was  supposed,  and  that  in  consequence  of  late  move- 
ments on  our  part  he  had  been  obliged  to  order  back  to  Dalton  the  re-enforce- 
ments he  had  sent  to  relieve  Polk  in  Alabama,  as  Cleburne  division  (one  of 
those  w'ported  to  have  gone  south)  attacked  Colonel  Harrison's  mounted  infantry 
command  at  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  and  forced  him  to  retire  from 
the  gap.  Being  convinced  that  the  rebel  army  at"  Dalton  largely  outnumbered 
the  strength  of  the  four  divisions  I  had  opposed  to  it,  and  the  movement  against 
Johnston  being  a  complete  success,  insomuch  as  it  caused  the  recalling  of 
re-enforcements  sent  to  oppose  General  Sherman's  expedition  against  Meridian 
I  concluded  to  withdraw  my  troops  to  the  positions  they  had  occupied  previous 
to  the  reconnoissance. 

Baird's  division  was  to  fall  back  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  to  Lee's  farm, 
and  on  the  26th  take  position  on  a  line  of  hills  about  a  mile  north  of  the 
town  of  Tunnel  Hill,  to  cover  the  retirement  of  Johnson's  and  Davis's  divisions 
from  Buzzard's  roost ;  Davis  being  ordered  to  take  post  at  his  old  camp  in 
front  of  Rossville,  leaving  one  brigade  to  support  Baird,  (ordered  to  take  post 
at  Binggold,)  until  General  Baird  had  sufficient  time  to  establish  his  picket 
lines.  Johnson  was  ordered  to  take  post  at  Tyuer's  station  with  two  brigades 
of  his  command,  sending  one  brigade  to  Graysville,  and  placing  a  strong  guard 
in  Parker's  gap,  northeast  [of  Ringgold,  to  protect  Baird's  left  flank.  Cruft 
was  ordered  to  take  up  his  old  position  at  Ottawah,  and  at  Blue  springs, 
(near  Cleveland,)  sending  a  depot  guard  to  protect  his  supplies  at  Cleveland. 
Long's  brigade  of  cavalry  ordered  to  take  post  at  Cleveland,  and  keep  the  left 
flank  well  patrolled.  Colonel  Harrison,  commanding  39th  Indiana  mounted 
infantry,  with  the  28th  Kentucky,  (mounted  infantry,)  Colonel  W.  P.  Boone, 
commanding,  was  posted  at  Leet's  tan-yard,  with  instructions  to  patrol  the 
country  in  the  direction  of  Lafayette,  and  to  picket  strongly  all  the  roads 
leading  from  Leet's  in  the  direction  of  Lafayette,  Resaca,  and  Dalton.  In 
accordance  with  these  instructions,  Johnson  withdrew  on  the  night  of  the  26th 
to  Catoosa  platform,  Davis,  Baird,  and  Harrison  to  Ringgold,  and  on  the  27th 
they  all  took  up  the  positions  indicated  above.  Cruft  and  Long's  cavalry  also 
fell  back  to  Catoosa  platform,  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  and  thence  took  up  the 
positions  assigned  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  consolidated  report  of  casualties  ; 
also  the  report  of  Colonel  Eli  Long,  commanding  2d  brigade  2d  division  of  cav- 
alry, and  a  statement  of  a  refugee  from  Dalton,  showing  how  matters  stood  at 
that  place  during  the  late  reconnoisance.  The  monthly  returns,  for  January 
and  February,  of  Colonel  J.  G.  Parkhurst,  ninth  Michigan  veteran  volunteers, 
(infantry,)  provost  marshal  general,  and  that  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  P.  Por- 
ter, chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  giving  the  average  daily  issue  of  rations  to 
destitute  citizens  during  the  above  named  months. 

The  following  named  regiments,  &c.,  have  reorganized  as  veteran  volunteers 
since  the  3 1st  December,  1863,  viz  : 

Infantry, — 2d  Minnesota,  58th  New  York,  68th  New  York,  45th  New  York, 
10th  Illinois,  59th  Illinois,  36th  Illinois,  51st  Illinois,  44th  Illinois,  42d  Illinois, 
82d  Ohio,  55th  Ohio,  2l8t  Ohio,  17th  Ohio,  74th  Ohio,  26th  Ohio,  4l8t  Ohio, 
19lh  Ohio,  3l8t  Ohio,  33d  Ohio,  51st  Ohio,  64th  Ohio,  15th  Ohio.  49th  Ohio, 
13th  Ohio,  71st  Ohio,  65th  Ohio,  40th  Ohio,  5th  Connecticut,  30th  Indiana, 
44th  Indiana,  Slst  Indiana,  42d  Indiana,  22d  Indiana,  33d  Indiana,  57th  Ind- 
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iana,  5l8t  Indiana,  58th  Indiana,  40tb  Indiana,  73d  Pennsylvania,  109tli  Feno- 
Bylvania,  46th  Pennsylvania,  77  th  Pennsylvania,  2  let  Kentucky,  4th  Kentucky, 
I8th  Keutucky,  23d  Kentucky,  3d  Maryland,  I3th  WisconBin,  I3th  Michigan, 
15th  Missouri,  8tli  Kansas. 

Mounted  infantry. — 17th  Indiana,  14th  Michigan. 

Cavalry. — 4th  Kentucky,  6th  Kentucky,  3d  Kentucky,  7th  Pennsylvania, 
5th  Iowa,  1st  Ohio,  4th  Ohio,  3d  Ohio. 

Artillery. — 5th  Wisconsin  battery  ;  2d  Illinois,  battery  H ;  2d  Illinois,  bat- 
tery I ;  1st  Ohio,  battery  C ;  1st  Ohio,  battery  F ;  Ist  Ohio,  battery  B ;  ht 
Ohio,  battery  6  ;  I2th  independent  battery ;  13th  New  York  independent  bat- 
tery ;  1st  Michigan,  battery  E  ;  13th  Indiana  battery. 

Detachments. — 5  companies,  2d  Massachusetts;  company  I,  37th  Indiana; 
47  men,  37th  Indiana;  56  men,  lOch  Indiana;  6  companies,  27th  Indiaua;  67 
men,  15th  Indiana ;  7  companies,  5th  Ohio ;  company  F,  7th  Ohio ;  corapanj 
D,  24th  Ohio ;  62  men,  18th  Ohio  ;  41  men,  69th  Ohio ;  company  I,  27th  Illi- 
nois; 90  men,  27th  Illinois;  34  men,  22d  Illinois;  company  C,  21st  Illinoid; 
company  D,  10th  Maine;  64  men,  battery  I;  64  men,  battery  M;  Ist  New 
York  artillery ;  40  men,  battery  C ;  1st  Illinois ;  48  men,  battery  F ;  4th  Uni- 
ted States  artillery ;  52  men,  battery  K ;  5th  United  States  artillery ;  41  men, 
9th  Ohio,  independent ;  85  men,  1st  Michigan  engineers ;  84  men,  let  Missoori 
engineers.  • 

Recapitulation. — 52  regiments  of  infantry,  2  regiments  mounted  infantry,  8 
regiments  of  cavalry,  11  batteries  of  artillery,  24  detachments. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  V,,  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C 

True  copy : 

S.  0.  KELLOG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Atdedt-Camp. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  correspondence,  illustratiDg  the 
position  in  East  Tennessee  : 

[By  telegraph  from  Wartrace,  January  1,  1664.] 

I  received  the  following,  which  I  report  for  your  information : 

"  Pulaski,  December  29. 
"  Major  General  Grant  : 

"  We  captured  a  mail  to-day  from  Bragg's  army.  The  letters  all  speak  of 
going  into  winter  quarters  at  Dalton,  Resaca,  and  Rome ;  also  appointment  of 
J.  E.  Johnston  to  command  of  that  army.  The  Chattanooga  Rebel,  of  20th, 
announces  his  appointment  and  states  he  would  take  command  the  next  week. 

"  G.  M.  DODGE, 

Brigadier  General.^' 
E.  S.  PARKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General* 
Major  General  Thomas. 

[By  telegraph  from  Enoxville,  January  1,  1864.] 

To  Major  General  Thomas  : 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  morning.     Send  forward  all  the  SQpplies  for  Gen- 
eral Foster  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  clothing  particularly.    Keep 
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careful  watcb  on  the  river  between  Ghickaraaugaand  the  Hiawassee,  to  prevent 
iterference  with  the  steamboats. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General 

[By  telegraph  from  Strawbeny  Plains,  January  3,  1864.] 

7o  Major  General  Thomas,  Chattanooga,  Tenn, : 

Send  forward  clothing  for  this  command  as  fast  as  it  arrives  at  Chattanooga, 
r  if  you  have  clothing  on  hand  that  can  possibly  be  spared,  send  it  forward, 
nd  deduct  the  same  amount  from  that  coming  forward  for  forces  here.  The 
toops  here  are  badly  off  for  clothing,  and  before  making  much  advance  must 
•e  supplied. 

GRANT,  Major  General 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

ChattaTioogay  January  5,  1864. 
fiyor  General  Grant,  Knoxville,  Tenn.: 

Despatch  of  3d  received.  Orders  have  already  been  given  to  despatch  cloth- 
Dg  as  fjEist  as  it  arrives.  If  contractors  can  be  relied  on,  the  railroad  will  be 
ompleted  to  Chattanooga  by  the  middle  of  next  week.  I  can  then  put  more 
KNits  on  the  river  between  here  and  Knoxville.  Colonel  Donaldson  telegraphs 
ae  that  he  has  sent  a  large  quantity  of  subsistence  stores  to  Carthage  for  Fos- 
er.  and  is  ready  to  send  stores  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  South  fork.  He  asks 
•rders  ;  will  you  give  them  to  him  ? 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  Commandig. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  8,  1864. 
iajor  General  Hallbck,  WaM^ngton,  D.  G,: 

I  have  just  seen  Colonel  McCallum,  superintendent  of  military  railroads  in 
T^irginia.  He  tells  me  he  has  engaged  twelve  hundred  men  to  come  to  this 
lepartment  to  work  on  the  railroads,  but  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Anderson,  military 
tirector  of  railroads  in  this  department,  tells  him  he  does  not  want  them.  Know- 
Dg  that  their  services  are  needed  badly,  I  have  requested  Colonel  McCallum 
0  send  for  them  and  set  them  to  work  on  the  Northwestern  railroad,  and  when 
hat  is  completed  to  send  them  here  to  repair  the  railroad  from  this  place  to 
^oxvillt.  Unless  wc  have  these  roads  put  in  order  very  soon  we  shall  fail. 
\  have  refrained  heretofore  from  giving  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  present 
ystcm,  but  we  have  been  on  the  verge  of  failure  long  enough,  and  now  that 
here  appears  to  be  a  chance  of  getting  the  roads  in  condition,  I  cannot  afford 
0  lose  it. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  9,  1864. 
Jajor  General  Foster,  Knoxville : 

Tour  telegram  regarding  small  rations  received.  Will  do  all  I  can  to  help 
'•ou  out,  but  you  must  remember  that  I  have  but  five  small  steamboats  to  bring 
applies  for  my  troops  from  Bridgeport  to  this  place.  We  have  to  stint  ourselves 
0  send  you  what  we  do.  When  the  railroad  is  completed  I  will  have  more 
loats  for  the  upper  part  of  the  river. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 


188         BEFOBT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  11,  1864. 
Major  General  Hallbck,  Wa^ldngton : 

The  necessity  for  promptly  patting  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad 
in  efficient  running  order,  particularly  since  there  are  so  many  demands  made 
upon  it  from  Knoxville,  is  so  urgent,  and  the  present  condition  of  this  road, 
with  its  management,  is  so  lamcntahle,  that  I  urgently  request  that  Colonel 
McCallum  may  be  called  to  Washington  to  explain  fully  the  whole  situation 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and,  if  necessary,  take  orders  to  place  the  road  in  an 
efficient  condition. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteert, 

[Telegram.! 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattxinooga,  January  14,  18G4. 
Major  General  Grant,  NasJtville : 

I  am  assured  by  the  engineer  of  the  Running  Water  bridge  that  the  road 
will  be  completed  to  this  place  to-day  by  2  p.  m.  Day  before  yesterday  I 
telegraphed  C«)lonel  Donaldson  to  have  trains  loaded  for  this  place  and  started 
from  Nashville  yesterday.  We  are  today  entirely  out  of  forage  and  short  of 
rations  the  result  of  endeavoring  to  supply  General  Foster  and  ourselves  by  steam- 
boat. Now  that  the  railroad  is  finished,  Mr.  Anderson  should  be  required  to 
have  as  many  trains  running  as  can  beput  on  the  road.  So  far,  instead  of  getting 
ahead,  our  supplies  are  decreasing.  With  the  railroad  operated  to  its  full  capacity 
we  certainly  ought  to  accumulate  supplies  here  and  be  able  to  give  two  or  three 
steamboats  to  Foster.    I  will  write  you  at  length  to-day. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  13,  1864. 
General  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant  is  before  me.  From  the  condition 
of  our  supplies  here  I  do  not  know  how  you  can  be  supplied  from  this  place 
with  anything  like  half  rations.  It  takes  all  the  means  we  have  to  supply  the 
troops  here.  The  railroad  management  is  entirely  unequal  to  the  emergency, 
and  as  that  management  is  not  under  my  control,  I  cannot  say  how  we  shall 
succeed  after  the  road  is  opened  to  this  point.  All  I  can  do  is  to  promise  you 
all  the  aid  I  can  give  after  supplying  our  absolute  necessities  here.  My  animals 
are  dying  from  starvation,  too.  And  seeing  this  inevitable  state  of  affairs,  I 
have  concluded  to  starve  with  them  until  we  can  better  their  condition  as  well 
afl  our  own.  My  only  hope  is  that  we  can  stand  it  longer  than  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S,  Volunteers,  Commanding* 
Major  General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  Ohio. 

OiHcial : 

8.  C.  KELLOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

Knoxville,  January  15,  lS6i. 
General  George  H.  Thomas  : 

It  is  reported  that  the  Dunbar  is  aground  on  White  shoals,  about  thirty  miles 
below  Kingston,  and  it  may  be  that  the  Paint  Bock  is  stopping  to  aid  her,  as 
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slie  has  not  jet  arrived  at  Loudon.  I  fear  the  pilots  of  these  boats  are  not 
expert ;  if  so,  good  pilots  can  be  obtained  from  Colonel  Bjrd's  command  at 
Kingcjton.  My  necessities  are  so  great  that  I  am  forced  to  distribute  my  army 
to  forage,  and  abandon  for  the  present  all  idea  of  active  operations.  Many 
thanks  for  your  kind  efforts  in  my  behalf. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
•  Major  General  Commanding, 

ITolegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  15,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Uajor  General  Grant  : 

The  railroad  is  now  completed  to  this  place  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  gettfng 
some  forage  here.  I  would  therefore  like  to  have  Elliot's  cavalry,  now  in  East 
Tennessee,  moved  down  to  Charleston,  on  the  Hiawassee,  where  he  can  procure 
Bome  forage,  and  with  what  he  can  get  from  here  his  horses  can  be  kept  in 
condition  to  demonstrate  on  the  enemy's  position  at  Dalton  and  completely 
occapy  his  attention.  As  soon  as  Granger's  command  can  be  sent  back  other 
movements  can  be  made  to  withdraw  the  enemy's  attention  from  operations 
from  the  direction  of  Memphis  or  Yicksburg,  should  you  contemplate  making 
WBoy  from  either. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

[Telegram.  ] 

Nashville,  January  16 — 12.30  a.  m. 
Kajor  General  Thomas  : 

Longstreet  is  said  to  be  marching  towards  Knoxville.  Enemy  re-enforced 
by  one  division  from  Ewell's  corps,  with  another  expected.  1  have  advised 
Foster  to  keep  his  force  between  Longstreet  and  you.  Should  he  be  forced 
back  south  of  the  Tennessee  it  may  become  necessary  for  you  to  re-enforce 
him  from  your  command.  In  that  case  I  would  fill  the  place  by  toops  taken 
from  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman's  command.  Send  Foster  all  the  pro- 
visions you  can.  The  question  of  provisions  alone  may  decide  the  fate  of  East 
Tennessee. 

Major  General  GRANT. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  16,  1864. 
Major  General  Grant: 

Your  despatch  of  12  m.  to-day  received.  Will  send  all  the  provisions  I  can 
possibly  spare  without  starvhig  my.  own  men.  Will  increase  number  of  boats 
as  soon  as  railroad  is  in  full  operation,  Ilave  given  directions  about  repairing 
the  Hiawassee  and  Loudon  bridges. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

IlEADaUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND, 

Chattanooga,  January  18,  1864. 
Major  General  Foster,  Knoxville : 

The  Dunbar  has  been  back  four  or  five  days.  The  Lookout  is  now  up  river, 
and  I  will  send  you  the  Chattanooga  and  Kingston.     They  are  now  on  the  way 
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np.   Have  also  ordered  the  railroad  to  be  repaired  as  rapidly  as  possible.  WoA 
will  be  commeiiced  to-morrow. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers 

[By  telegraph  from  Washington,  January  18,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m.] 

Major  General  Thomas  :  • 

In  the  absence  of  Major  General  Grant  you  will  please  give  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  situation  of  Major  General  Foster's  army,  in  East  Tennessee,  and 
give  him  all  t  e  aid  he  may  require  and  you  may  be  able  to  render.  The  line 
of  Knoxville  and  Cumberland  gap  must  be  maintained  at  all  hazards.  Comma- 
ni^te  freely  with  Major  General  Foster  and  give  me  such  information  as  may 
be  important.  It  is  reported,  from  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  that  no  troops  hiTe 
left  Lee  recently  to  re-enforce  Longstreet. 

Major  General  HALLECK 

Hbadquartbrs  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Chattanooga,  January  18,  1864. 
Sir:  The  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  being  now  completed  to  this 
place  it  is  desirable  to  work  the  road  to  its  full  capacity,  not  only  to  accumulate 
supplies  here  for  a  depot  from  which  this  army  is  to  be  supplied  in  its  ad?ance 
further  south,  but  also  to  supply  the  army  of  the  Ohio  now  concentrated  near | 
Knoxville,  East  Tennessee.  To  supply  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  a^ 
cumulate  a  supply  in  this  place,  will  require  at  least  thirty-six  trains.  To  rap- 
ply  the  army  of  the  Ohio  at  Knoxville  will  require  twenty-four  additional  traiw, 
and  thirty-six  trains  will  be  required  to  follow  up  this  army  when  the  epring 
campaign  commences.  In  your  letter  of  appointment  the  Secretary  of  War  au- 
thorizes you  to  make  such  purchases  and  arrangements  as  are  necessary  to  place  the 
railroad  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  condition.  I  therefore  hope,  if  you  have  not 
already  done  so,  that  you  will  take  immediate  steps  to  provide  the  rolling-stock 
necessary  to  operate  the  three  above-mentioned  roads  to  the  greatest  advantage. 
You  will  please  inform  me,  as  early  as  practicable,  what  number  of  locomotives 
and  freight  cars  you  now  have  on  hand,  and  what  number  have  been  contracted 
for,  as  well  as  what  means  you  have  at  command  for  manufacturing  and  repair- 
ing freight  cars. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  Slates  Voiunteen. 
J.  B.  Anderson,  Esq.,  Military  Manager. 

Knoxville,  January  20,  1864—12  m. 
Major  General  Grant: 

No  evidence  has  reached  me  to  prove  that  either  Ewell  or  A.  P.  Hill  have  re- 
enforced  Longstreet,  although  scouts  and  deserters  report  troops  from  both  oorpA. 
I  am  not  convinced  that  he  has  received  anything  but  the  third  division  of  bi« 
corps.  1  am  doubtful  of  his  intention  to  attack  us  here.  He  will  certainly  meet 
with  a  defeat  if  ho  does.  I  am  now  moving  cavalry  up  the  south  side  of  the 
French  Bi  oad  to  secure  the  forage  grounds  in  that  section.  As  soon  as  the  in- 
fantry can  retire  from  Strawberry  Plains,  after  first  taking  down  the  bridge  and 
sending  the  material  here  to  be  used  in  the  bridge  at  this  place,  I  shall  send  tbe 
4th  and  23d  corps  to  forage  up  the  French  Broad,  retaining  tbe  9th  corpe  as 
garrison  at  this  place,  Lenoir,  and  Loudon. 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 
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Nashville,  January  20,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major  General  Thomas: 

Major  General  Foster  telegraphs  that  he  is  being  forced  back  from  Danbridge 
towards  Knoxville.  Generd  Morgan  is  also  said  to  be  advancing  from  towards 
General  Johnston's  armj.  If  Foster  should  be  besieged  it  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  send  a  force  from  Chattanooga  to  his  relief.  They  can  subsist  on  the 
country  as  far  as  the  Hiawassee  in  such  a  contingency,  and  send  forward  to 
Loudon,  by  steamboat,  all  the  supplies  possible. 

Major  General  GRANT. 

[Bj  telegraph  from  Knoxville,  Jannarj  24,  1864 — 11  a.  m.  ] 

General  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Chattanooga: 

The  enemy  has  retired  and  I  am  now  putting  the  tired  troops  in  cantonment, 
where  they  may  rest  a  little  before  the  spring  campaign.  The  4th  corps  is 
ordered  to  hold  Kingston,  Loudon,  and  half  of  the  railroad  line  to  this  place, 
with  a  brigade  at  Marysville  to  collect  supplies.  Sheridan's  division  is  at  Lou- 
don, where  he  will  push  the  work  on  the  railroad  bridge  with  a  view  to  the  open- 
ing of  that  line  to  Chattanooga.  Th6  bridge  will  be  completed  in  thirty  aays 
if  no  interruption  occurs.  Please  to  honor  any  requisition  for  tools,  nails,  spikes,. 
&c.,  which  Sheridan  may  send  to  you,  to  save  time.     I  hope  you  will  be  able  to 

fat  the  lower  portion  of  the  road  in  running  order  and  to  rebuild  the  bridge  at 
liawassee  by  the  tune  the  bridge  at  Loudon  is  completed. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major  General  Commanding* 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  27,  1S64. 
Major  General  J.  G.  Foster,  Knoxville: 

The  enemy  is  evidently  retiring  from  my  front.  Please  report  what  he  is  do- 
ing in  front  of  you  ? 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  27,  1864. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington: 

Colonel  Boone,  with  a  force  of  450  men,  twenty -eighth  Kentucky  mounted  in- 
fantry and  fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  left  Rossville,  January  2l8t,  moved  through 
Maclemore's  cove,  crossed  Lookout  mountain  into  Broomtown  valley;  thence 
across  Taylor's  ridge  to  eight  miles  beyond  Dirttown  towards  Dalton ;  attacked 
camp  of  home  guards.  Colonel  Culburtson  commanding,  routed  them,  destroying 
camp,  considerable  number  of  arms  and  other  property,  and  returned  to  camp 
without  any  casualties  in  his  force.  Friday,  22d  January,  sent  flag-of- truce, 
under  Colonel  Burke,  tenth  Ohio  infantry,  with  rebel  surgeons  and  a  proposition 
to  exchange  our  wounded  at  Atlanta  for  rebel  wounded  here.  Messenger  from 
Colonel  Burke  returned  for  rations  Monday  morning,  January  25,  having  left 
the  party  the  day  before,  ten  miles  below  Lafayette,  still  going  forward,  not 
having  met  any  rebel  pickets.  I  shall  send  an  expedition  towards  Dalton  to- 
morrow and  ascertain  if  the  rebels  have  fallen  back  from  there  as  reported. 
Despatch  from  Colonel  II.  0.  Miller,  seventy-second  Indiana,  commanding  di- 
vision, Blue  Water,  26th,  via  Pulai?ki.  27th,  says.  **  Johnson's  brigade  of  Roday's 
command  crossed  Tennessee  river  at  Baiubridge,  three  miles  above,  and  New- 
port ferry,  six  miles  below  Florence,  intending  to  make  a  junction  with  a  brigade 
of  infantry  who  were  expected  to  cross  the  river  at  Lamb's  and  Brown's  ferries  j 
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thence  prcicced  to  Athens  and  capture  our  forces  there.   We  en^ged  them  near 
Florence,  routed  them,  killing  fifteen,  wounding  quite  a  number,  and  taking  them 

Prisoners — among  them  three  commissioned  omcers.     Our  loss  ten  wouDded. 
'risoners  report  Corinth  evacuated  and  burned." 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General   U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding, 

[By  telegraph  from  St.  Louis,  January  28, 1864.] 
Major  General  Thomas: 

General  Halleck  telegraphs  that  one  brigade  left  Ewell's  corps  on  the  nth, 
and  one  on  the  20th,  to  re-enforce  Longstreet  or  Joe  Johnston.  If  the  former, 
the  moves  indicated  before  I  left  should  commence  as  soon  as  possible.  Tele- 
graph any  information  you  have  and  what  you  are  doing. 

Major  General  GRANT. 

[By  telegraph  from  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  Chattanooga,  January 

29—8  p.  m.] 

Major  General  Grant,  St,  Louis,  Mo,: 

Your  despatch  28th,  10.30  received.  General  Stanley's  division  is  now  between 
Chickamauga  and  Hiawassee.  Colonel  McCallum  is  at  Knoxville,  looking  into 
the  condition  of  the  railroad,  which  1  will  push  forward  as  rapidly  as  powiblc  . 
I  have  just  made  a  demonstration  toward  Dalton  and  find  affairs  unchanged,  ex- 
cept  the  brigades  which  are  supposed  to  have  gone  to  Mobile.  I  will  push 
matters  forward  as  fast  as  possible. 

GEO.  n.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

fBy  telegraph  from  Knoxville,  January  30,  1864 — 7  a.  m.] 

General  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Chattanooga  : 

Telegram  received.  The  enemy  have  crossed  the  Erench  Broad  river,  in 
some  force,  below  Dandridge.  General  Sturgis,  whose  cavalry  gained  decided 
victory  over  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  28th,  is  now  obliged  to  retire  towards 
Maryaville.  McCook's  division  behaved  very  handsomely  on  the  28tb,  and 
finally  cleared  the  field  with  a  sabre  charge,  capturing  two  steel  rifle  guns  and 
over  one  hundred  prisoners. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

[By  telegraph  from  Knoxville,  January  31,  1864—2  p.  m.] 

General  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Chattanooga : 

I  am  preparing  to  take  the  offensive.  To  do  this  with  effect,  in  the  face  of 
Longstreet's  re-enforcements,  will  require  at  least  ten  thousand  infantry  from 
you.  In  a«ldition,  that  you  place  working  gings  on  the  road  to  the  niawa:?sce 
bridge,  so  as  to  increase  our  supplies,  which  may  be  boated  over  the  Tenncs^ 
at  Loudon,  and  afterwards  sent  b}  rail  to  this  place.  I  also  require  a  pontoon 
train  of  twelve  hundred  feet  length.  Colonel  Babcock  will  come  down  in  the 
first  boat  to  attend  to  this  The  cavalry  from  Atlanta  is  reported  to  be  moving 
into  East  Tennessee  through  North  Carolina.  Seven  regiments  started  on  the 
13th  instant.  Please  telegraph  what  is  the  extent  of  the  assistance  you  can 
giv#  me.  I  have  on  hand  over  a  million  rations  of  meat,  but  no  bread  or  bread- 
stuffs.     Please  load  the  boats  with  all  the  bread  you  can  spare  from  forward. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major  General  Commamding. 
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£By  telegraph  from  Headquarters  Department  of  Cumberland,  Chattanooga,  February  1, 1664.] 
Brigadier  General  J.  A.  Rawlinos,  Nashvillej 

The  latest  information  I  have  is  that  the  rebels  have  two  regiments  of  cavalry, 
four  regiments  of  infantry,  and  three  guns  at  or  near  Tunnel  Hill ;  one  division 
between  Tunnel  Hill  and  Dalton ;  three  brigades  and  some  other  troops  between 
Dalton  and  Tilton.  Six  pieces  (new)  artillery  just  arrived  at  Dalton  were 
being  trained  on  the  28th.  No  other  ai'tillery  there.  Eighteen  thousand 
(18,000)  rations  are  issued  for  all  the  troops  at  Dalton,  Tunnel  Hill,  and  Tilton. 
Four  divisions  have  been  sent  down  the  railroad  to  Mobile,  Alabama,  and 
Rome,  Georgia.  The  pickets  extend  twelve  miles  north  of  Dalton,  in  direction 
of  Charleston.  There  are  no  troops  east  of  Dalton.  Governor  Brown  has 
ordered  all  families  dependent  on  the  government  for  support  to  move  south  of 
the  Etowah  river. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

[By  telegraph  from  Nashville,  February  6,  1864—2.30  p.  m.] 

Major  General  Thomas  : 

Reports  of  scouts  make  it  evident  that  Joe  Johnston  has  removed  most  of  his 
force  from  your  front.  Two  divisions  going  to  Longstreet.  Longstreet  has 
been  re-enforced  by  troops  from  the  east.  This  makes  it  evident  the  enemy 
intends  to  secure  East  Tennessee  if  they  can,  and  I  intend  to  drive  them  out 
or  get  whipped,  this  month.  For  this  purpose  you  will  have  to  detach  at  least 
ten  thousand  men  besides  Stanley's  division,  (more  will  be  better.)  I  can 
partly  relieve  the  vacuum  at  Chattanooga  by  troops  from  Logan's  command. 
It  will  not  be  necessary  to  take  artillery  or  wagons  to  Knoxville,  but  all  tlie 
serviceable  artillery  horses  should  be  taken  to  use  on  artillery  there.  Six  mules 
to  each  two  hundred  men  should  also  be  taken,  if  you  have  them  to  spare.  Let 
ine  know  how  soon  you  can  starL 

Major  General  GRANT. 

[By  telegraph  from  Headquarters  Department  of  Cumberland.Chattanooga,  February  H,  18G4.  ] 

Major  General  Grant,  NasJiville: 

Your  despatch  of  2  p.  m.,  Febraary  6,  was  received  that  evening,  but  only 
so  much  of  it  could  be  translated  as  to  make  me  understand  that  I  am  expected 
to  detach  from  my  command  ten  thousand  men,  in  addition  to  Stanley's  division, 
and  to  report  when  I  can  start.  I  can  start  a  portion  of  the  additional  troo^is 
day  after  to-morrow,  but  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  be  fed,  in  an  exhausted 
country,  until  the  railroad  is  completed  to  Loudon.  I  am  in  hopes  of  getting 
the  railroad  completed  and  in  operation  to  Loudon  by  Thursday  next.  These 
ten  thousand  should  be  replaced,  by  troops  from  Logan's  command,  immediately, 
else  the  enemy  might  take  advantage  of  my  move  towards  Knoxville,  and  attack 
and  capture  this  place.  It  will  require  an  entire  division  to  hold  the  railroad 
secure  from  here  to  Loudon. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  Major  General. 

[By  telegraph  from  Chattanooga,  February  10,  1804.] 

Major  General  Grant,  Nashville  : 

The  engineer  reports  that  he  will  have  the  railroad  finished  to  Loudon  on 
Friday  next.  As  they  are  very  much  in  need  of  supplies  at  Knoxville,  I  think 
it  will  be  best  to  allow  time  for  an  accumulation  there,  before  the  troops  from 
here  move  up.  I  will  try  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  place  by  placing  a 
division  of  General  Logan's  corps  at  Chickamauga  station,  and  Davis's  division 
T 13 
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in  front  of  Cleveland,  to  cover  the  railroad,  taking  with  me  Stanley's,  Johnson's, 
and  Baird's  divisions.  Will  you  order  the  division  of  Logan  to  move  to  thU 
place  as  soon  as  possible  ? 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

[By  telegraph  iroui  Nashville,  February  10,  18G4.] 

Major  General  Thomas  : 

Prepare  to  start  for  Knoxville  on  Saturday.  I  will  order  Logan  to  send  to 
Chattanooga  all  the  troops  he  can,  and  still  hold  his  line  of  the  road.  The 
number  will  probably  be  about  5,000  men.  One  division  of  your  command  will 
have  to  move  out  to  hold  the  road  to  the  Hiawassee. 

Major  General  GRANT. 

[By  telegraph  from  Nashville,  February  12,  Id'OJ.] 

Major  General  Thomas  : 

Conversation  with  Major  General  Foster  has  undecided  me  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  contemplated  move  against  Longstreet.  Schofield  telegraphs  tlie  same 
views.  I  will  take  the  matter  into  consideration  during  the  day,  after  furthtrr 
talk  with  Foster,  and  give  you  the  conclusion  anived  at.  If  decided  that  you 
do  not  go  I  will  instruct  Schofield  to  let  Granger  send  off  his  veterans  at  once. 

Should  you  not  be  required  to  go  into  East  Tennessee,  could  you  not  make  a 
formidable  reconnoissance  towards  Dalton,  and  if  successful  in  driving  the 
enemy  out,  occupy  that  place,  and  complete  the  railroad  up  to  it  this  winter? 

Major  General  GRANT. 

[By  telegraph  from  Chattauooga,  February  12,  1864.] 

Major  General  Gbaxt,  NasJicille : 

I  think  an  attack  on  Dalton  would  be  successful  if  you  will  let  me  have  the  . 
division  of  Logan's  during  the  movement. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

[By  telegraph  from  Chattanooga,  February  15,  1864.] 

Major  General  Gbant,  NasJiville : 

Your  communication  of  the  13th,  by  General  Elliot,  was  received  yesterday 
Seven  regiments  of  Logan's  force  have  arrived.  General  Matthias  reports  that 
the  remainder  will  reach  here  to-morrow.  My  plan  was  to  place  Matthias  in 
reserve,  near  Cleveland,  and  march  with  Stanley's  division,  supported  by  two 
brigades  of  Matthias's,  on  the  road  from  Cleveland  to  Dalton,  and,  with  thel4ih 
army  corps,  take  the  direct  road  from  here  to  Dalton,  covering  my  advance  and 
right  flank  with  cavalry,  I  have  thought  of  the  route  you  suggest,  but  find 
upon  inquiry  that  the  roads  across  the  mountains  are  so  difficult  that  they  can 
hardly  be  considered  practicable  at  this  season  of  the  year.  I  have  been  con- 
siderably embarrassed  by  having  Generals  Stanley  and  Davis  summoned  before 
the  McCook  court  of  inquiry,  just  at  this  time ;  but  if  it  continues  to  rain  through 
the  day,  as  it  did  all  niglit,  I  think  nothing  will  be  gained  by  starting  just  yet. 

In  the  mean  time,  Stanley  and  Davis  can  get  back  by  Wednesday.  Should 
the  weather  clear  up,  however,  I  will  not  wait.  I  intend  to  relieve  as  much  of 
the  cavalry  at  Calhoun  as  I  can  with  infantry,  and  send  it  (the  cavalry)  toward* 
Dalton,  via  Spring  Place,  in  co  operation  with  Stanley's  force. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  Commanduig' 
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[By  telegraph  from  Chattanooj^a,  February  16,  1804. J 

Major  General  Grant,  KasJiville  : 

I  have  jusl  received  a  telegram  from  General  Schofield,  dated  February  14, 
stating  that  he  had  reliable  information  that  Longstreet  had  advanced  to  Straw- 
berry plains,  and  had  brought  up  pontoon  boats.  Schofield  thought  that  he 
might  intend  to  make  a  cavalry  raid  to  cut  his  communication  with  Loudon,  or 
that  he  might  advance  to  attack  Knoxville,  and  asks  me  to  send  him  re-enforce- 
ip.entd  as  early  as  practicable.  What  shall  I  do  ?  If  re-enforcements  are  sent 
to  Knoxville  they  will  be  detained  there  for  the  winter,  and  cannot  make  an  ad- 
vance on  Ijongstreet  until  the  Loudon  and  Strawberry  plains  bridges  are  rebuilt. 
It  will  also  become  necessary  to  give  up  any  demonstration  against  Dalton. 
But  if  Schofield  can  hold  Knoxville  the  demonstration  on  Dalton  can  be  made, 
and  I  hope  with  success.  Captain  Gay,  just  from  Knoxville,  and  gone  to  Nash- 
ville, does  not  mention  such  reports. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

[Dy  telegraph  from  Nashville,  Febniary  17,  18C4.] 

Major  General  Thomas  : 

Longstreet  cannot  afford  to  place  his  force  between  Knoxville  and  the  Ten- 
aessee.  If  he  does,  it  will  then  be  time  to  move  against  him.  The  work  of  a 
raid  on  the  road  can  soon  be  repaired,  if  it  cannot  be  prevented.  Make  your 
contemplated  move  as  soon  as  possible. 

Major  General  GRANT. 

[By  telegraph  from  Chattauooga,  February  19,  1864.] 

Vfajor  General  Grant,  Nashville,  Tennessee : 

Assistant  Surgeon  Jacob  Miller,  sixth  Missouri  volunteer  infantry,  arrived 
lerc  yesterday  from  Dalton.  He  was  captured  at  Lebanon,  Alabama,  when 
jeneral  Logan  sent  out  an  expedition  towards  Rome.  Ho  reports  Cleburne's 
livision  at  Tunnel  Hill ;  Stewart's  division  between  Tunnel  Hill  and  Dalton  ; 
SValkcr  two  miles  out  from  Dalton,  towards  Spring  Place ;  Cheatham  at  Dalton, 
md  Stevenson's  and  Bate's  divisions  to  the  west  of  Dalton  two  miles.  He  saw 
Jl  of  the  camps,  and  estimates  their  force  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand. 
He  moreover  states  that  no  troops  have  been  sent  away  except  one  brigade  of 
nfantry,  which  went  to  Rome  about  the  first  of  this  month. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

[By  telegraph  from  Tunnel  Hill,  February  26,  1864—7^  a.  m.] 

ifajor  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Nashville  : 

I  arrived  here  last  night.  Davis  and  Johnson  occupy  the  pass  at  Buzzard's 
008t.  They  have  a  force  equal  to  theirs  in  their  front,  who  outnumber  them  in 
Jtillery.  It  is  not  possible  to  carry  this  place  by  assault.  General  Palmer 
aade  the  attempt  to  turn  yesterday,  with  Baird's  and  Craft's  divisions,  but  was 
net  by  an  equal  force,  exclusive  of  their  cavalry,  and  in  an  equally  strong  posi- 
ion  as  at  Buzzard's  roost.  After  expending  nearly  all  of  his  ammunition  he 
etired  during  the  night  to  Catoosa  platform.  Our  transportation  is  poor  and 
imited ;  we  are  not  able  to  carry  more  than  sixty  rounds  per  man.  Artillery 
orses  so  poor  that  Palmer  could  bring  but  sixteen  pieces.  The  country  is 
tripped  entirely  of  subsistence  and  forage.     The  enemy' ft  wvNoXrj  \%  \asx5^  ^nx^^- 
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rior  to  ours.  Prisoners  taken  yesterday  report  that  a  portion  uf  Cleburne's 
division  Las  returned.  I  will  await  the  development  of  this  day,  and  advi?e 
you  further. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  Ignited  States  Voluntcen. 

[By  telegraph  from  Nashville,  February  27, 1864.] 

Major  General  Geo.  H.  Thomas  : 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  enemy  should  be  held  in  full  belief 
that  an  advance  into  the  heart  of  the  south  is  intended,  until  the  fate  of  General 
Sherman  is  fully  known.  The  difficulties  of  supplies  can  be  overcome  by  keep- 
ing your  trains  running  between  Chattanooga  and  your  position.  Take  the  depot 
trains  at  Chattanooga,  yours  and  General  Howard's  wagons;  these  can  be 
replaced  temporarily  by  yours  returning.  Veterans  are  returning  daily.  This 
will  enable  you  to  draw  re- enforcements  constantly  to  your  front.  Can  General 
Schofield  not  also  take  a  division  from  Howard's  corps  ?  It  is  intended  to  send 
Granger  to  you  the  moment  Schofield  is  thought  to  be  safe  without  him. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major  General 

[By  telegraph  from  Nashville,  February  27 — 6  p.  m.] 

Brigadier  General  Whipple,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Information  has  reached  Washington  that  orders  have  been  given  for  John- 
ston's army  to  fall  back.  General  Thomas  should  watch  any  such  movement 
and  follow  it  up  closely.  Can't  you  draw  teams  from  Bridgeport  and  Steveiis^on 
to  send  supplies  to  the  front  ?  They  have  teams  in  great  numbers  at  lLo^e 
places.  Every  energy  should  be  exerted  to  get  supplies  and  re-enforcemcntj' 
forward.  Troops  will  leave  here  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  thousand  a  day  for 
the  front.     Many  of  them  go  to  Chattanooga. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major  Crtneral 

[By  telegraph  from  Chattanooga,  Febmary  27,  1864 — JO  p.  m.] 

Major  General  Grant,  Nashville: 

Tour  two  despatches  of  this  date  received.     I  have  just  returned  from  the 
front.     My  troops,  after  ceaseless  labor  under  the  greatest  embarassment  for  want 
of  transportation,  reached  within  three  miles  of  Halton,  where  they  were  received 
by  the  enemy  strongly  posted,  and  in  force  fully  equal  to  my  own  in  infantry. 
His  artillery  and  cavalry  was  not  only  in  better  condition,  (as  regards  horse?,) 
but  was  at  least  two  to  our  one  in  pieces  and  men.     We  found  the  country  en- 
entirely  stripped  of  everything  like  forage,  and  our  mules  being  in  such  poor 
condition  that  double  the  number  of  teams  we  now  have  could  not  supply  the 
troops.     I  thought  it  best  to  come  back  to  Ringgold,  and,  if  workmen  can  be 
found  by  Colonel  McCallum,  to  go  to  work  deliberately  to  repair  the  railroad 
and  advance  as  it  progresses.     The  present  condition  of  the  roads  is  not  good, 
and  one  day's  rain  would  render  the  part  across  Chickamauga  bottom  impassable 
for  loaded  wagons.     So  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  repair  the  railroad 
to  supply  the  troops  at  Ringgold.     The  fact  of  working  on  the  road  would  hold 
Johnston  at  Dalton,  unless  he  intended  to  leave  under  any  circomstanca. 
Howard's  teams,  and  the  depot  teams  at  this  place  and  Bridgeport,  are  in  bo 
better  condition  than  those  belonging  to  the  divisions,  all  being  composed  of  sacb 
mules  as  we  have  been  able  to  keep  up  after  a  fashion  during  the  winter.    John- 
ston has  no  idea  of  leaving  Dalton  until  compelled ;  and  having  a  force  greater 
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than  what  I  now  have  under  my  immediate  command,  I  cannot  drive  him  from 
that  place. 

If  Longstreet  has  retired,  why  can  I  not  get  Granger's  two  divisions  and  my 
first  cavalry  division  back.  The  little  cavalry  I  had  on  the  expedition  is  com- 
pletely worn  down  from  constant  work  and  for  want  of  forage. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

[By  telegraph  from  Naisbvillo,  February  2H,  1804.] 

Major  General  Thomas,  Chattanooga : 

General  Schofield  was  notified,  as  soon  as  it  was  rei)orted  that  Longstreet  wa^ 
leaving  East  Tennessee,  to  return  Granger's  corps  the  moment  it  was  known  t^ 
be  safe  to  do  so.  With  the  limited  command  now  left  to  Schofield,  you  will* 
with  Granger  returned,  have  to  hold  to  Loudon.  Send  Logan's  troops  back  at 
the  earliest  moment  you  can  dispense  with  them.     Notify  me  when  they  start. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General. 

[By  telegraph  from  Chattanooga,  Febniary  28,  1864 — 8.45  p.  m.] 

Major  Genei-al  Gordon  Grangbr,  Loudon: 

As  soon  as  the  services  of  your  command  can  be  dispensed  with  by  General 
Schofield  concentrate  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Cleveland,  placing  a  sufficient  number 
of  troops  on  the  Hiawassee  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  that  stream  to  raid 
on  the  railroad  between  Calhoun  and  Loudon.  I  wish  the  whole  of  McOook's 
division  of  cavalry  to  be  concentrated  as  near  Cleveland  as  possible  that  he  may 
be  foraged  easily,  and  that  I  may  have  his  full  services  in  observing  our  front 
in  the  direction  of  Dalton.  I  wish  these  dispositions  to  be  made  as  soon  as  you 
are  notified  that  your  services  in  East  Tennessee  can  be  dispensed  with.  When 
80  informed  make  your  headquarters  at  Cleveland,  posting  your  infantry  and 
artillery  between  that  place  and  Dalton,  so  as  to  effectually  guard  the  depot  of 
supplies  at  Cleveland.     Inform  me  as  soon  as  you  are  relieved. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

[By  telegraph  from  Chattanooga,  Febniary  28,  18C4.] 

^fajor  General  Grant,  Nashville : 

General  Butterfield,  by  my  direction,  has  recently  examined  the  line  between 
here  and  Nashville,  and  reports  that  he  thinks  six  thousand  men  will  be  sufficient 
to  guard  that  line,  two  regiments  of  which  force  should  be  cavalry.  From  what  I 
know  of  the  road  between  Nashville  and  Decatur,  two  thousand  infantry  and 
two  thousand  cavalry  will  be  sufficient  to  protect  that  line.  One  thousand  in- 
fantry will  be  sufficient  to  protect  the  line  from  Athens  to  Stevenson.  Probably 
both  lines  of  communication  can  be  guarded  by  six  thousand  infantry  and  two 
thousand  cavalry,  a  great  portion  of  which  should  be  made  up  from  the  local 
militia  of  Tennessee,  or  troops  organized  especially  for  the  preservation  of  order 
in  the  State. 

I  believe  if  I  can  commence  the  campaign  with  the  14th  and  4th  corps  in 
front,  with  Howard's  corps  in  reserve,  that  I  can  move  along  the  line  of  the 
railroad  and  overcome  all  ojiposition  as  far,  at  least,  as  Atlanta.  I  should  want 
a  strong  division  of  civahy  in  advance.  As  soon  as  Captain  Merrill  returns  from 
his  reconnoissance  along  the  railroad  lines,  I  can  give  you  a  definite  estimate  of 
thf;  number  of  troops  required  to  guard  the  bridges  along  the  road. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 
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The  above  proposition  was  submitted  to  General  Grant  for  his  approval,  and 
if  obtained  it  was  my  intention  (having  acquired  by  the  reconnoissance  of  Feb- 
ruary 23d,  24th,  and  25th,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  approaches  direct  upon 
Daltou,  from  Ringgold  and  Cleveland,)  to  have  made  a  strong  demonstration 
against  Buzzard's  roost,  attracting  Johnston's  whole  attention  to  that  point,  and 
to  have  thrown  the  main  body  of  my  infantry  and  cavalry  through  Snake  Creek 
gap  upon  his  communications,  which  I  had  ascertained  from  scouts  he  had,  up 
to  that  time,  neglected  to  observe  or  guard.  With  this  view  I  had  previously 
asked  for  the  return  to  me  of  Granger's  corps  and  my  cavalry  from  East  Ten- 
nessee, and  had  already  initiated  preparations  for  the  execution  of  the  above 
movement  as  soon  as  the  spring  opened  sufficiently  to  admit  of  it.  See  the 
following  telegrams  in  illustration  : 

Chattanooga,  February  28,  1S64 
Major  General  Grant,  Nashville: 

I  have  caused  a  thorough  examination  of  the  railroad  between  this  and  Tunn«  1 
Hill  to  be  made.  The  officer  reports  that  with  four  hundred  of  Colonel  McGal- 
lum's  construction  corps  the  road  can  be  put  in  complete  running  order  in  six 
weeks  from  the  time  they  commence.  General  Baird  is  now  at  Ringgold,  and 
the  whole  of  the  road  in  his  rear  is  protected,  so  this  party  can  commence  work 
immediately.  The  road  from  Cleveland  to  Dalton  can  be  finished  in  a  week, 
provided  we  can  get  the  necessary  rails. 

Major  General  THOMAS. 

Chattanooga,  February  29,  1SG4. 
Major  General  Grant  : 

I  have  given  orders  for  General  Matthias  to  rejoin  his  command.  He  will 
start  to-morrow.  Has  General  Schofield  been  directed  to  relieve  Granger  and 
McCook  and  send  them  to  me  ?  I  wish  to  place  Granger's  troops  in  front  of 
Cleveland,  protecting  the  road  from  there  to  Loudon ;  one  or  two  regiments  of 
McCook's  cavalry  at  Calhoun,  to  prevent  any  flank  movement  of  the  enemy 
from  Dalton  in  that  direction.  The  balance  of  his  troops  to  cover  and  obsene 
our  front.  I  have  been  making  arrangements  to-day  to  commence  the  recon- 
struction of  the  railroad  between  this  and  Dalton. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Nashville,  February  29,  1S64 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

1  have  not  heard  from  Schofield  since  the  26th.  He  was  directed  to  relieve 
Granger  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Longstreet  had  gone  beyond  striking 
distance.  Telegraph  Schofield  what  orders  to  give  Granger  when  relieved. 
McCook's  cavalry,  I  expect,  is  now  far  up  the  Holston. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General 

Loudon,  March  1, 1864. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

Your  despatch  of  the  2§th  has  been  received  by  me.  My  forces  will  be 
concentrated  as  you  direct  as  soon  as  relieved  by  General  Schofield. 

GORDON  GRANGER, 

Major  General. 

Chattanooga,  March  1, 1864. 
Major  General  Grant  : 

I  will  have  four  •  hundred  men  at  work  on  the  railroad  between  here  tod 
Ringgold  to-morrow.     The  reconnoissance  towards  Dalton  demonBtrated  thit 
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the  enemy  was  still  there  in  force.  I  have  since  heard  from  different  sources 
(all  confirmatorj)  that  Johnston  had  received  orders  to  retire  behind  the  Etowah 
and  s(fnd  re-enforcements  to  Selma  or  Mobile.  One  informant,  B****,  reports 
that  some  of  the  troops  had  already  started,  but  that  our  demonstration  has 
brought  them  back.  He  is  now  in  Dalton  and  will  report  to  me  immediately 
any  changes  Johnston  makes.  I  have  signified  to  General  Schofield  my  will- 
ingness to  transfer  to  him  all  the  East  Tennessee  troops  under  my  command 
if  he  will  release  the  4th  corps  and  McCook's  division  of  cavalry.  1  am  entirely 
crippled  for  want  of  cavalry.  I  am  pushing  forward  the  works  for  the  defences 
of  the  railroad  between  this  and  Nashville ;  when  they  arc  completed  I  am  in 
hopes  1  can  order  to  the  front  Howard's  entire  corp.s,  aud  perhaps  a  part  of 
Slocum's.  ^  ^  *  ^  ^  ♦♦♦ 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers, 

Xasiiville,  March  2 — 12.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

I  have  directed  General  Schofield  to  send  the  cavalry  you  ask  for,  if  possible. 
The  cavalry  with  Smith  have  returned  to  Memphis  aud  may  be  looked  for  in 
your  department  soon. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Major  General. 

Xashville,  March  4, 1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major  General  George  H.  Thomas  ; 

You  will  have  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy  closely  in  front,  tthould 
Longstreet  join  Johnston  they  will  likely  attack  your  advance.  At  present 
most  of  Longstreet's  force  is  up  Holston  valley.  I  will  direct  Schofield  to  keep 
you  advised  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  MajorGeneral 

Chattanooga,  March  4 — 12  p.  m. 
Major  General  Grant,  Xashville,  Tennessee:     • 

Your  two  despatches  of  this  date  are  just  received.  The  information  that  I 
get  from  the  front  to-day  is  that  Johnston's  infantry,  (about  30,000  strong,)  still 
remains  in  Dalton,  and,  as  yet,  no  changes  have  been  made  in  his  transportation ; 
that  is,  his  transportation  being  sent  to  the  rear,  before  the  reconnoissance  from 
this  post  was  made,  has  not  returned  to  Dalton.  Deserters  say  it  was  under- 
stood in  the  army  that  they  would  fall  back,  and  that  the  movements  had  com- 
menced already,  but  the  troops  were  all  ordered  back,  Johnston  supposing  we  had 
advanced  against  Dalton  in  full  force.  Not  having  brought  back  his  transporta- 
tion makes  me  b(?lieve  he  will  fall  back  yet,  but  I  am  nevertheless  taking  every 
precautiouto  get  the  earliest  information  should  he  advance  against  me.  None 
of  Longstreet's  troops  have  joined  him  as  yet. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

Knoxville,  March  5—12.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  Gpx>rge  H.  Thomas  : 

General  Carter  has  just  informed  me  of  your  return  to  Chattanooga.  Is  it 
not  practicable  to  commence  operations  against  Longstreet  1  My  possession  of 
the  railroad  bridge  at  Strawberry  Plains  removes,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the 
difficulty  of  advancing  at  this  season.  I  hope  to  have  the  bridge  completed 
within  ten  (10)  days.  My  troops  have  been  as  far  as  Russelville  and  found 
the  road  uninjured.  Do  not  think  Longstreet  has  sent  any  infantry  to  Georgia. 
He  seems  to  be  moving  slowly  towards  Virginia.  If  you  can  help  me  to  drive  Long- 
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street  out  I  will  then  be  able  to  help  you.  It  does  not  seem  probable  that  we 
will  have  troops  enough  for  both  operations  at  once.  Please  give  me  pur 
views  on  this  subject. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 

Chattanooga,  March  5,  18G4 — 11  p.m. 
Major  General  Schofield,  Knoxville  : 

I  have  just  received  reliable  information  that  Johnston  has  been  re-enforced 
by  ten  thousand  men  from  South  Carolina,  and  by  Roddy,  and  that  he  contem- 
plates making  an  offensive  movement  in  this  direction.  Can  you  spare  Gran- 
ger's corps  and  the  cavalry  ?  If  so,  please  direct  them  to  concentrate  at  Cleve- 
land, leaving  a  brigade  of  infantry  and  battery  at  Calhoun  to  guard  the  rail- 
road at  that  place. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Voluntcen. 

Chattanooga,  Marc7i  5,  1S64. 
Major  General  John  M.  Schofield,  Knoxville: 

It  has  been  reported  to  Major  General  Thomas  to-day,  and  also  two  davs 
since,  that  the  enemy  were  lieavily  re-enforcing  at  Dalton.  General  Gmnt 
thinks  it  is  not  improoable  that  he  may  advance  against  us  here.  In  that  caae 
we  shall  need  the  4th  corps,  and  wish  you  to  hold  it  in  readiness  to  send,  if  it 
be  needed.  Cannot  send  you  any  assistance  while  this  contingency  is  hanging 
over  us. 

WILLIAM  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Knoxville,  March  6,  1864—9  a.  m. 
Major  General  Thomas,  Commanding : 

I  Imve  no  immediate  use  for  Granger's  corps,  and  will  order  it  to  Cleveland 
if  you  so  direct.  If  Longstrett  returns  I  will  be  unable  to  hold  the  railroad 
bridge  at  Strawberry  Plains,  and  all  my  work  there  will  be  lost.  I  could  not 
even  hold  this  place  more  than  a  few  days  without  Granger's  troops.  I  must 
leave  it  for  you  to  judge  whether,  under  these  circumstances,  I  can  spare  these 
troops. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General 

Chattanooga,  March  6,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major  General  Schofield,  Knoxville  : 

1  do  not  wish  to  withdraw  Granger's  corps  unless  there  be  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  it,  but  there  is  a  great  necessity  for  cavalry  in  my  front.  Can  you 
spare  McCook's  command  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  very  little  danger  to 
your  communications  between  Calhoun  and  Loudon  if  the  crossings  of  the  Hia- 
wassee,  at  Calhoun  and  Columbus  are  well  guarded.  Please  consider  what 
arrangement  you  can  make  with  a  view  of  sending  me  the  cavalry,  and  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible. 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

K.NOXVILLE,  March  6,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas  : 

I  will  send  you  McCook's  command  at  once.  I  understand  he  has  but  fix 
hrigades  left.    The  others  were  ordered  to  report  to  you  several  days  ago.    I 
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will  send  a  small  force  of  cavalry  to  take  McCook's  place.  If  your  cavalry  cover 
the  approaches  from  the  southeast,  very  little  cavalry  will  be  necessary  between 
the  Little  Tennessee  and  the  Hiawassee.  It  will  take  two  or  three  days  for  the 
force  I  send  to  reach  McCook's  position.  Meanwhile  let  him  direct  his  move- 
ments so  as  to  protect  the  railroad  from  the  east  and  southeast.  There  is  no 
present  danger  from  the  northeast. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 

Chattanooga,  March  15,  1864. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Gkant,  Nashville: 

My  troops  occupy  essentially  the  same  position  as  when  I  telegraphed  last- 
Information  regarding  the  enemy  locates  Hardee's  corps  on  the  road  from  Dalton 
to  Cleveland,  and  Hindman's  corps  on  the  railroad  between  Dalton  and  Tunnel 
Hill.  His  cavalry  is  at  Tunnel  Hill  and  on  the  Lafayette  road.  I  am  still  very 
deficient  in  the  latter  arm  and  artillery  horses,  notwithstanding  all  the  exertions  of 
myself  and  Colonel  Donaldson.  The  railroad  will  be  finished  to  Ringgold  by 
the  end  of  this  week. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General  U.  S.  Vols. 

Nashvillk,  March  17,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

[General  Orders,  No.  1.] 

In  pursuance  of  the  following  order  of  the  President : 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March,  1864. 
Under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  to  revive  the  grade  of  lieutenant 
general  in  the  United  States  army,  approved  February  29,  1864,  Lieutenant 
Genend  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  United  States  army,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

I  assume  command  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  headquarters  in  the 
field,  and  until  further  orders  will  be  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  There 
will  be  an  office,  headquarters  in  Washington,  to  which  all  communications  will 
be  sent  except  those  from  the  army  where  headquarters  are  at  the  date  of  their 
address. 

U    S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 

Nashville,  March  17,  1864. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

Major  General  Sherman  has  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  this  military 
division,  and  having  arrived  at  Nashville  this  evening,  hereafter  all  official  com- 
munications will  be  addressed  to  him. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 

Shortly  after  his  assignment  to  the  command  of  the  military  division  of  the 
Mississippi,  General  Sherman  came  to  see  me  at  Chattanooga  to  consult  as  to 
the  position  of  affairs,  and  adopt  a  plan  for  a  spring  campaign.  At  that  interview 
I  proposed  to  General  Sherman  that  if  he  would  use  McPherson's  and  Schofield's 
armies  to  demonstrate  on  the  enemy's  position  at  Dalton  by  the  direct  roads 
through  Buzzard  Roost  gap,  and  from  the  direction  of  C\iive\a.Ti^,\^wi\.\\\\t<^^ 
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my  wliolc  force  through  Snake  Creek  gap,  which  I  knew  to  be  unguanled,  fall 
upon  the  enemy's  communications  between  Dalton  and  Resaca,  thereby  turning 
his  position  completely,  and  force  him  either  to  retreat  towards  the  east,  tbrougt 
a  difficult  country,  poorly  supplied  with  provisions  and  forage,  with  a  strong 
probability  of  total  disorganization  of  his  force,  or  attack  me,  in  which  latter 
event  I  felt  confident  that  my  army  was  sufficiently  strong  to  beat  him,  especially 
as  I  hoped  to  gain  a  position  on  his  communications  before  he  could  he  made 
aware  of  my  movement.  General  Sherman  objected  to  this  plan  for  the  reason 
that  he  desired  my  army  to  form  the  reserve  of  the  united  armies,  and  to  serve 
as  a  rallying  point  for  the  two  wings,  the  army  of  the  Ohio  and  that  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, to  operate  from. 

(Later,  when  the  campaign  in  Georgia  was  commenced,  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee was  sent  through  Snake  Creek  gap  to  accomplish  what  I  had  propoged 
doing  with  my  army,  but  not  reaching  Snake  Creek  gap  before  the  enemy  Lid 
informed  himself  of  the  movement,  McPherson  was  unable  to  get  upon  his  com- 
munications before  Johnston  had  withdrawn  part  of  his  forces  from  Daltoij,  and 
had  made  dispositions  to  defend  Resaca.) 

Throughout  the  months  of  March  and  April  every  exertion  was  made  to  pre- 
pare my  army  for  the  approaching  campaign,  with  what  success  and  ajrain't 
what  difficulties,  the  following  telegrams  will  bear  testimony : 

Nashville,  March  19,  1S64. 
General  Whipple,  Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

There  is  on  hand  and  to  arrive  in  the  next  48  hours,  fourteen  thousand  troop.^ 
for  the  front.  I  cannot  take  off  or  transport  this  number  unless  I  cat  down 
subsistence  and  forage,  and  this  must  not  be  done.  I  recommend  that  Brigadier 
General  Granger  be  instructed  to  order  these  troops  to  march  down  by  short 
journeys,  and  1  will  transport  the  rations  and  baggage  in  concert  with  General 
Granger.  We  can  anange  to  subsist  the  troops  at  given  points,  they  carrj-inj: 
five  days  rations  in  haversacks. 

J.  L.  DOXALDSOX,^ 
Seniar  Quartermaster. 

Nashville,  March  21,  1S64. 
Brigadier  General  Whipple,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  : 

I  have  not  ceased  urging  their  sending  me  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  and 
mules.  I  am  disappointed  in  their  coming  forward  so  slow.  I  have  on  hand 
fourteen  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  grain,  and  large  amounts  of  other  supplier- 
My  receipts  now  average  thirty  thousand  tons  a  week.  The  commissary  depart- 
ments should  hasten  their  arrangements  to  drive  their  beef  cattle  dovn,  and  I 
would  thereby  have  (10)  ten  cars  released  to  me  daily  for  forage.        * 

J.  L.  DONALDSON, 
Senior  Quartermaster. 

Chattanooga,  March  23, 18G4. 
Major  General  Sherman  : 

Two  days  before  General  Grant  left  Nashville  he  telegraphed  me  to  send  my 
surplus  troops  on  Nashville  and  Decatur  railroad  to  relieve  General  Dodge'? 
troops  between  Columbia  and  Decatur.  Your  letter  of  March  18  informed  me 
that  each  department  commander  would  be  allowed  to  cover  his  own  communica- 
tions and  organize  all  his  eiVc  ctive  force  into  a  fighting  column,  from  which  1 
inferred  that  you  did  not  expc  ct  me  to  relieve  General  Dodge  on  the  Nashville 
and  Decatur  railroad.  Plc*r..<e  let  me  know  if  I  am  to  send  troops  to  relieTC 
Dodge. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General  V.  S.  Vols. 
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Nashville,  Marck  21,  1864 — noou. 
Mnjor  Geueral  Geo.  H.  Thomas  : 

Your  despatch  is  received.  General  McPliersou  is  now  here,  and  we  will  go 
to-morrow  to  Decatur,  to  Huntsville,  Jjarkinsville,  &c.  I  will  then  come  up  to 
see  you,  and  afterwards  General  Schofield.  For  the  present  you  may  confine 
your  attention  to  coverinoj  your  own  communications,  and  from  Nashville  as  far 
as  Columbia.  General  McPherson  will  cover  from  Columbia  around  to  Steven- 
son Unless  the  retuniing  regiments  are  greatly  needed  to  the  front,  I  will  or- 
der all  troops  coming  forward  to  disembark  at  Nashville  and  march  by  easy 
marches.  This  will  relieve  our  road,  and  also  do  the  troops  good.  We  will  be 
pressed  for  wagons,  and  I  wish  yon  to  arrange  to  strip  all  troops  left  to  guard 
roads,  of  their  mules,  horses,  and  wagons,  to  be  used  in  our  offensive  operations, 
until  McPherson's  troops  arrive  on  the  line  of  the  Decatur  road,  from  the  Ten- 
nessee river.  I  must  move  the  cavalry  di\nsion,  now  at  Huntsville  and  here,  to 
some  point  near  Duck  or  Elk  river,  to  our  light  flank,  and  I  may  use  it  to  cross 
the  Tennessee  at  Decatur  to  Lafayette,  straight  to  the  south.  I  shall  prohibit 
all  citizens  using  any  of  our  railroads  south  of  Nashville,  for  pj^sage  or  use ; 
and  if  citizens  can't  \\\xt  at  the  front,  they  must  move  to  the  rear.  We  must 
use  our  roads  exclusively  for  freight  'til  a  supply  is  in  store. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Chattanooga,  March  24,  1SG4. 
3Iajor  General  S locum,  TuUahoma : 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  troops  to  the  Decatur  road.  You  will  there- 
fore prepare  to  relieve  Cobum's  brigade,  so  that  it  can  come  to  the  front.  As 
soon  as  the  block-houses  are  finished,  place  them  in  the  garrisons  designated  by 
the  chief  engineer,  and  come  to  the  front  with  the  remainder  of  your  command, 
except  the  necessary  gan-isons  at  Murfreesboro*  and  Nashville.  The  estimate  of 
garrisons  for  block-houses  will  be  forwarded  you  by  mail. 

W.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Nashville,  April  2,  1864. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Tho.ma.s,  Commanding : 

Am  at  Nashville.  Have  telegraphed  to  Washington  for  authority  to  make 
the  changes  we  agreed  on.  To-night  the  railroad  superintendents,  Anderson, 
Colonel  Donaldson,  and  I,  will  meet  and  aiTange  about  the  railroad  manage- 
ment. I  will  also  compel  the  beef-contractors  to  drive  cattle.  Unless  we  de- 
vote the  railroad  solely  and  exclusively  to  the  use  of  dead  freight,  we  cannot  ac- 
cumulate the  surplus  (?)  required  for  our  plans.  Watch  Johnston  close.  Your 
weak  point  is  Cleveland.  As  soon  as  General  Schofield  can  a:*certain for  certain 
that  Longstreet  is  no  longer  in  force  in  East  Tennessee,  he  will  let  your  troops  come 
below  Hiawassee.     I  will  make  the  order  the  moment  I  hear  from  Washington. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Chattanooua,  Aj^ril  3,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Major  General  Sherma.n,  Xashvdlc: 

Your  despatch  of  yesterday  received.  Will  watch  Johnston  as  close  as  pos- 
sible, but  shall  only  feel  perfectly  safe  when  I  can  get  my  troops  back  from 
East  Tennessee.  My  outposts  report  no  movements  of  the  enemy,  except  a 
reconnoissance  on  the  Spring  Place  and  Cleveland  road  yesterday,  which  resulted 
in  nothing. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  L\  S,  V. 


204         REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

Knoxville,  April  3,  1S64 — 11.30  p.m. 
Major  Genenol  Thomas  : 

Longstreet  appears  to  have  gone  to  Virginia  with  his  main  force.  I  will  know 
the  facts  in  a  few  days.  If  he  is  gone  1  will  at  once  send  you  Wood's  division, 
and  will  send  you  Sheridan  as  soon  as  my  troops,  now  en  route  from  Nashville, 
arrive. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,  Major  General 

Nashville,  April  4,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major  General  Thomas,   Commanding : 

I  will  strengthen  Schofield  as  fast  as  possible,  to  enable  him  to  send  you  back 
your  own  troops.  Should  Johnston  take  the  initiative,  you  can  bring  forward 
one  of  Slocum's  divisions ;  also  one  or  two  of  Logan's.  Now  that  Sclioficlvi 
has  a  surplus  of  provisions,  a  temporary  interruption  of  the  railroad  would  nor 
be  serious,  but  we  should  hold  Ringgold  and  Cleveland  at  all  hazards. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
^  Major  General 

Nashville,  April  5,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major  General  Jos.  Hooker  : 

The  following  orders  have  just  been  received  by  telegraph  from  War  De- 
partment : 

Major  General  Hooker  to  command  the  Ist  corps,  composed  of  the  11th  nini 
12th. 

Major  General  0.  0.  Howard  to  command  the  4th  corps. 

Major  General  J.  M.  Schofield  to  command  the  23d  corps. 

Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum  is  ordered  to  command  of  Vicksburg. 

WM.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 

LouDOX,  Tenn.r  April  10,  1S64. 
Major  General  Thomas  : 

I  have  assumed  command  of  tbe  4th  army  corps.  Headquarters  will  W 
moved  to  Cleveland  to-morrow.  I  wish  to  remain  over  until  Tuesday  morning 
to  review  General  Wagner's  division,  with  your  permission.  General  Wood':^ 
division  is  here.     Is  now  crossing  the  river. 

O.  0.  HOWARD.  Major  General 

Knoxvillk,  April  12,  1864. 
Major  General  Geo.  H.  TiiOiMAS  : 

The  troops  of  the  4th  corps,  now  at  Loudon,  will  march  for  Charleston  in  i 
few  days.  I  will  have  to  detain  those  on  the  railroad  between  London  and 
Charleston  a  few  days  longer,  and  will  also  have  to  depend  upon  your  troops 
to  hold  the  Hiawassee  until  Hovcy  arrives.     I  will  stop  him  at  Charlf5toii. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 

Major  General. 

Cleveland,  Ajfril  16,  IStU. 
Brigadier  General  Whipple,  Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

General  Wood  has  arrived,  and  has  gone  into  camp  as  directed ;  Cruft's  brijj* 
ade  will  be  relieved  on  Tuesday  morning ;  W^agner  has  been  relieved  by  Gen- 
eral Schofield,  and  will  start  Monday  morning. 

O.  O.  HOWARD,  Major  General 
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CHATTANOOCiA,  April  20, 18G4. 
Major  General  Sherman,  Commanding 

Militaxy  Division  of  the  Mississippi^  Nashville,  Tcnn, : 
Nearly  the  whole  of  Howard's  corps  is  already  at  Cleveland.  Hovey  passed 
liere  to-day.  He  will  he  at  Charleston  on  Hiawassee,  day  after  to  morrow.  I 
bave  taken  measures  to  repair  the  railroad  from  Cleveland  to  Red  Clay  at  once, 
md  for  further  repairs  as  we  advance.  The  enemy  remains  quiet.  A  deserter 
reports  to-day  some  of  Roddy's  cavalry  going  from  Gadsden  towards  Gunters- 
^'ille,  last  Thursday,  and  another  reports  Johnston's  army  concentrated  on  my 
front,  and  that  he  has  neither  received  re-enforcements  nor  sent  any  of  his  troops 
iway. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  General. 

Nashville,  April  21,  1864. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas  : 

Despatch  of  yesterday  received.  All  accounts  concur  in  your  statement  of 
the  position  and  strength  of  our  enemy.  His  cavalry  is  patrolling  from  Gads- 
den to  Guntersville  and  Decatur,  watching  McPherson.  Wilder  is  supposed  to 
be  marching  from  Louisville  towards  Columbia  at  this  time.  I  will  make  fur- 
ther inquiries,  and  see  that  all  of  Garrard's  division  is  assembled  there.  Allen 
is  moving  heaven  and  earth  to  get  mules  for  you,  but  I  would  undertake  to 
reach  the  Coosa  with  our  present  means. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Chatta.\oo(ja,  April  22,  1864. 
Major  General  Shkrman,  Xashville  : 

A  rebel  chaplain  came  into  Baird's  division  to-day.  He  left  Dalton  day  be- 
fore yesterday,  and  reports  Hardee's,  Hood's,  and  part  of  Polk's  corps,  there ; 
that  Johnston  is  making  no  preparations  for  moving,  but  expects  us  to  march 
on  him.  He  estimates  Johnston's  army  at  sixty  thousand.  I  also  have  Atlanta 
papers  of  the  20th.  They  state  that  the  remainder  of  Wheeler's  cavalry  has 
arrived  at  Atlanta,  en  route  for  Dalton.  Colonel  Lagrange  returned  to  Cleve- 
land to-day  from  a  scout  towards  Spring  Place,  near  which  place  he  surprised 
an  outpost  of  the  enemy,  capturing  two  commissioned  officers,  twelve  men,  six 
horses,  eight  saddles,  and  fifteen  rifles. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  V. 

Nashville,  A])ril  23,  1SG4 — midnight. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas  : 

Colonel  Comstock  is  here  from  General  Grant,  and  I  expect  orders  to  move 
quite  as  early  as  May  1st.  I  know  all  the  difficulties,  but  want  you  to  draw  in 
your  forces  and  make  every  possible  preliminiuary  preparation.  Cannot  one  of 
the  gunboats  be  got  ready  to  patrol  the  river  from  Bridgeport  to  Guntersville  ? 
When  McPherson  moves  on  down,  all  the  cavalry  to  his  front  will  disappear. 
^IcPherson's  force  will  be  less  than  we  estimated,  for  A.  J.  Smith  is  still  at  Red 
river,  and  his  two  furlou<;hcd  divisions  are  not  yet  up  ;  therefore,  increase  your 
forces  as  much  as  possible  us  far  out  as  the  Coosa,  whence  the  surplus  (?)  will 
be  sent  back.  Can  you  start  with  50,000,  counting  Garrard  as  5,000  ?  An- 
swer. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General, 
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Chattanooga,  April  24»  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
M:ijor  Gcnoral  Shekma.n,  KashvUlc: 

I  lijive  given  ordorr?  for  the  distributiuii  of  General  Rousseau's  troops  along 
the  railroad  from  Nashville  to  this  place,  General  Hooker  being  at  the  ?am*» 
time  directed  to  concentrate  his  command  in  Lookout  valley.  These  disposi- 
tions can  be  completed,  I  hope,  by  the  end  of  the  month.  One  of  the  ^anb«:!aw 
is  now  ready  to  receive  her  armament  and  crew.  Admiral  Porter  agreed  wiili 
General  Grant  to  furnish  both  if  desired.  1  should  prefer  it,  but  willingly  leav** 
the  choice  to  you.  I  can  take  into  the  field  between  forty-five  and  fifty  thousaud 
men.  I  shall  lose  from  five  to  eight  thousand  men  by  the  middle  of  Juiif-.  bv 
reason  of  expiration  of  service. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers. 

Nashville,  April  25,  IS64. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas: 

Genoral  Grant  telegraphs  me  to  bo  ready  May  2.  Make  dispositions  acc'»r.l- 
iuglv,     McPherson  is  least  ready. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 

Major  Genera!. 

Nashville,  April  27,  lS(i4. 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas: 

It  will  be  impossible  to  get  up  McPherson*s  two  veteran  diviaioiis  in  time,  and 
instead  of  putting  his  force,  twenty  thousand,  (20,000,)  with  Garrard's  cavalrr. 
(5,000,)  by  way  of  Lebanon  and  Somerville.  I  will  order  all  to  Chattanooga.  ?» 
we  may  start  from  a  common  centre. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General 

While  preparing  for  an  advance  from  Chattanooga  that  portion  of  mv  c««m 
mand  stationed  iu  Middle  Tennessee  guarding  our  communications  was  activelv 
employed  operating  against  guerillas.  The  following  are  copies  of  the  repon* 
of  the  opemtions  of  my  command  during  March  and  April,  18C4  : 

HKADUrARTKRS  DePARTMEXT  OF  THE  Cl'MBBRLAND, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee y  April  5,  1864 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  the  operations  of  my  commaiiJ 
during  the  month  of  March: 

On  the  1st,  the  positions  of  the  different  divisions  remained  nearly  as  men- 
tioned in  my  last  report,  viz:  Johnson's  division  of  the  14tli  army  coqi*. 
(Palmer's,)  at  Tyner's  station,  except  King's  brigade,  which  was  at  Grayavill*': 
Davis's  division,  14th  corps,  at  •Shallow  ford,  near  Rossville;  Baird's  divi*i*»c. 
lith  corps,  at  Riuggold;  Stanley's  di\'ision,  4th  corps,  (Granger's,)  at  Bine 
spring,  near  Cleveland;  the  balance  of  (iranger's  command  being  still  on  dutj 
with  the  army  of  the  Ohio.  Long's  brigade  of  cavalry  was  at  or  near  Calhouii. 
picketing  towards  Columbus  and  Benton.  The  thirty- ninth  Indiana,  (mounted 
infantry,)  Colonel  T.  J.  Harrison  commanding,  was  stationed  at  Leet's  farm,  '^Q 
the  road  leading  from  Gordon's  mill  to  Ringgold  and  Lafayette,  covering  Baini'- 
right  flank.  The  11th  and  12th  corps.  Major  General  Joseph  Hooker  eta: 
nianding,  were  guarding  the  railroad  from  Nashville  to  this  point. 

Marc/i  1. — (ioneral  3Iatthias  and  his  command  were  ordered  to  rojoiii  tli 
15th  corps  at  Huntsville,  their  services  being  no  longer  required ;  Lons:*.' 
brigade  of  cavalry  was  ordered  to  take  position  at  Cleveland ;  Colonel  Joo*^. 
yvhh  eight  compaiues  o£  \\\c  ^\'^\,  '^VviXA^^t^.  v^w^w^^ta  and  mechanics,  and  two 
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jgimentd  of  colored  troops,  ordered  to  commence  the  construction  of  block- 
oases  aud  other  defences  along  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad;  the 
ret  Missouri  engineers  and  mechanics  being  detailed  for  similar  duty  along  the 
ashville  and  Decatur  railroad. 

On  the  3d,  General  Gordon  Granger,  commanding  4th  army  corps,  was 
irected  to  send  one  brigade  of  his  command  to  Calhoun,  with  instructions  to 
icket  the  approaches  from  Dalton,  at  Columbus  and  Benton;  Wagner's  brig- 
le»  of  Sheridan's  division,  accordingly  took  position  at  that  place;  Colonel 
w.  P.  Campbell,  commanding  first  brigade,  first  division  of  cavalry,  having 
sported  the  arrival  of  his  command  at  Calhoun,  was  ordered  on  the  4th  to 
roceed  to  Cleveland  and  remain  at  that  place  for  the  present.  Major  General 
■ordon  Granger  sends  the  following  information  from  Loudon,  on  the  5th : 
Longstreet's  cavalry  is  said  to  be  making  its  way  to  join  Johnston  via  Marshall, 
[uallatown,  aud  Murphy,  thence  to  Benton.     It  was  expected  at  Murphy  to- 

On  the  5th,  Colonel  Daniel  McCook,  commanding  third  brigade,  Davis's 
[vision,  14th  army  corps,  was  ordered  to  move  his  brigade  to  Lee's  &  Gordon's 
ill,  on  Chickamauga  creek;  Colonel  T.  J.  Harrison,  commanding  thirty-ninlh 
ndiana  mounted  infantry,  stationed  at  Leet's  tan-yard,  was  driven  from  his 
ositiou  by  a  heavy  force  of  rebel  cavalry,Vhich,  as  was  subsequently  ascer- 
lined  through  a  deserter,  amounted  to  two  brigades.  They  attempted  to  gain 
[arrison's  rear,  but  failing  to  do  so,  retired  by  the  same  way  they  came. 

Information  was  received  from  a  reliable  source  that  Johnston  was  being  re- 
iforced  by  infantry  and  lloddy's  cavalry;  Colonel  Edward  McCook,  com- 
landing  first  division  of  cavalry,  was  instructed  on  the  8th  to  place  his  com- 
mand in  camp  at  Cleveland,  and  endeavor  to  recniit  his  animals  as  much  as 
[>B8ible,  sending  out  scouting  parties  along  our  front. 

This  division  had  been  serving  with  the  army  of  the  Ohio  since  the  withdrawal 
f  Longstreet  from  before  Knoxville,  and  with  long  marches,  together  with  iho 
ifficulty  of  procuring  forage,  the  horses  and  transportation  of  the  command 
ere  in  poor  condition.  On  the  8th,  Colonel  Harrison  was  directed  to  move 
\B  command  from  Lee's  &  Gordon's  mills  to  a  position  on  the  road  leading 
om  the  mills  to  llinggold,  throwing  out  pickets  to  Leet's  tan-yard  and  to 
food's  gap.  Colonel  W.  P.  Boone,  commanding  twenty-eighth  Kentucky 
joanted  infantry,  ordered  to  move  his  command  to  Lee's  &  Gordon's  mills, 
id  report  to  Colonel  Daniel  McCook,  commanding  the  brigade  at  that  place. 

On  the  9th,  Colonel  Harrison  reconnoitred  the  gaps  in  Tayler's  ridge  and 
•mid  the  enemy  in  larger  force  than  they  were  previous  to  the  demonstration 
'the  5th.  On  the  13th,  Long's  brigade  of  cavalry  left  Cleveland  for  Ringgold. 
"he  Western  and  Atlantic  railroad  was  in  running  order  to  Graysville  the  same 
ly.  During  the  evening  Colonel  McCook  reported,  by  signal,  from  Lee's  and 
ordon's  mill,  that  Colonel  Boone  had  just  returned  from  beyond  Lafayette, 
id  that  he  found  no  rebels  at  the  gaps. 

On  the  16th  the  following  information  was  received  direct  from  Dalton,  and 
om  a  reliable  source :  "  Ilebel  force  45,000,  comprising  Hood's  four  (4)  divisions ; 
tevenson,  on  the  left,  southeast  of  Dalton,  G.OOO ;  Breckinridge,  on  the  left 
mtre,  4,000;  Stewart  on  the  right  centre  and  Hindman  on  the  right;  Hardee's 
lUr  divisions;  Clebourn's  on  the  left,  east  of  Dalton,  5,000  strong;  Cheatham's 
1  the  right,  and  two  others  on  the  railroad;  Roddy's  cavalry  was  near  VarnolPs 
ation,  numbering  2,000  men;  Wheeler  was  in  front  with  11,000  men;  total 
ivalry,  12,000  to  14,000." 

March  18. — The  balance  of  Johnson's  division,  14th  corps,  reached  Graysville 
om  Tyncr's  station  and  went  iato  camp  at  that  place. 

On  the  20th  the  Western  and  Atlantic  railroad  was  in  running  order  to  Ring- 
)Id.  About  this  time  information  was  sent  me  from  Dalton  confirmatovy  ^^  \K\^. 
port  received  from  Gencrai  Gordon  Granger,  ou  llie  5l\\,  to  iW.  ^Svi^v  \\\w\.  v: 
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part  of  Longatreet's  cavalry  was  re-enforcing  Johnston,  said  to  be  Martin's  di- 
vision. Brigadier  General  G.  M.  Dodge,  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  reported 
from  Athens  on  the  23d,  by  telegraph,  that  he  had  pushed  down  both  sides  of 
the  Tennessee  river  and  found  the  enemy  very  strong  on  the  south  side,  and  tliat 
he  had  no  doubt  tbey  were  preparing  for  a  raid.  He  could  not  tell  whether  it 
was  the  whole  of  Forrest's  force  or  not.  Brigadier  General  Kenner  Garrard, 
commanding  the  second  cavalry  division  at  Hunts ville,  was  instructed  to  move 
his  force  to  the  support  of  General  Dodge.  In  a  second  despatch  General  Dodge 
says  his  troops  struck  the  enemy  three  miles  south  of  Moulton,  and  after  a  sharp 
light  fell  back  with  a  loss  of  four  (4)  killed  and  ten  (10)  wounded,  the  enemy 
following  for  a  distance  of  fourteen  (14)  miles.  A  number  of  the  enemy  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  our  force  took  several  prisoners — among  them  a  captain 
of  artillery  belonging  to  Forrest's  command.  Information  from  various  Bources 
went  to  show  a  concentration  of  a  heavy  force  of  cavalry  in  northern  Alabama, 
parties  of  rebels  showing  themselves  in  the  vicinity  of  Capertou's  ferry  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Tennessee,  and  extending  nearly  as  far  west  as  Tuscumbia. 

Colonel  Wm.  B.  Stokes,  commanding  fifth  Tennessee  cavalry,  reports  on  the 
59th  from  Sparta,  Tennessee,  the  operations  of  his  command  against  the  gue- 
rillas in  that  vicinity,  having  had  several  engagements  with  them  in  the  space 
of  a  fortnight,  in  which  he  succeede*  in  completely  routing  and  scattering  them, 
killing  and  wounding  a  number,  among  them  two  of  their  most  active  leaders, 
Bledsoe  and  Champ  Ferguson. 

The  organization  of  colored  troops  within  my  command  is  progressing  rapidly 
and  satisfactorily.  There  are  now  on  duty  six  fully  organized  regiments,  with  an 
aggregate  force  of  4,000  men,  and  three  more  regiments  of  infantry  organizing, 
besides  a  battery  of  light  artilh^ry. 

The  following  named  regiments,  &;c.,  have  reorganized  as  veteran  volunteers 
during  the  month  of  March,  1864. 

Infantry. — 10th  Michigan,  3Gth  Ohio,  61st  Ohio,  69th  Ohio,  60th  Illinoi.s 
oSth  llhnois,  21st  Illinois. 

Mounted  Infantry. — 28th  Kentucky. 

Cavalry, — 2d  Kentucky. 

Artillery. — Battery  G,  Ist  Missouri,  Sth  Wisconsin  battery. 

Detachments. — 3d  Wisconsin  battery;  79th  Pennsylvania  infantry;  3  com- 
panies 37th  Indiana  volunteer  infantry ;  /)  companies  30th  Indiana  volunteer 
infantry  ;  5  companies  8th  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry;  detachment  11th  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry ;  companies  F  and  K,  40th  Ohio  volunteer  infantry. 

Total. — Seven  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of  mounted  infantry,  one 
regiment  of  cavalry,  two  batteries  of  artillery,  and  seven  detachments  of  allairn^. 

There  had  returned  to  the  army  from  furlough  up  to  March  3 Ist,  thirty-thiee 
(33)  regiments  of  infantry,  five  (5)  of  cavalry,  and  ten  (10)  batteries  of  artillery, 
with  5,429  recruits.     A  list  of  which  is  annexed,  marked  A. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  herewith,  the  monthly  return  for  March  of  pris- 
oners, &c.,  from  Colonel  J.  G.  Parkhurst,  provost  marshal  general,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  rations  issued  to  destitute  citizens  during  March,  from 
Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  P.  Porter,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei'vant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Cmnmanding. 
Major  R.  M.  Sawyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Captain y  Aidedc-Camp,  and  Brertt  Major, 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn,,  May  2,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  for  the 
month  of  April,  as  follows,  viz  : 

On  the  2d  instant  a  force  of  rehels,  said  to  he  1,500  strong,  made  a  demon- 
stration in  the  direction  of  Cleveland  and  Charleston,  East  Tennessee,  approach- 
ing to  within  eight  (8)  miles  of  Cleveland,  when  they  divided  into  parties ; 
one  going  ont  in  the  direction  of  Ducktown,  throngh  the  mountains,  the  other 
remaining  and  falling  hack  towards  Dalton  on  the  appearance  of  a  force  of  our 
cavalry  sent  out  from  Cleveland  in  command  of  Colonel  Lagrange,  of  the  first 
Wisconsin.  A  scout,  who  arrived  at  Cleveland  on  the  3d,  reported  that  the 
ahove  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
the  approach  of  a  force  from  Longstreet's  army  which  was  on  its  way  to  re- 
enforce  Johnston  by  way  of  Murphy,  North  Carolma.  This  was  afterwards 
ascertained  to  be  Martin's  division  of  cavalry. 

On  the  5th  the  following  changes  were  ordered  in  the  organization  of  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland:  the  11th  and  12th  army  corps  to  be  consolidated,  and 
known  as  the  20th  army  corps,  commanded  by  Major  General  Joseph  Hooker. 
Major  General  Gordon  Granger  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  14th  army  corps, 
and  Major  General  O.  O.  Howard  (formerly  commanding  the  11th  army  corps) 
in  his  stead. 

Major  General  P.  H.  Sheridan  having  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the 
second  division  4th  army  corps,  Major  General  John  Newton  was  assigned  to 
that  command,  and  ordered  to  report  to  Major  General  Howard. 

On  the  10th,  Brigadier  General  J.  W.  Geary,  commanding  second  division,  20th 
army  corps,  stationed  along  the  railroad  from  Bridgeport  to  Stevenson,  was 
ordered  to  organize  an  expedition,  consisting  of  two  regiments,  with  ten  days' 
rations,  and  embark  on  the  steamer  Chickamauga,  taking  one  piece  of  artillery 
to  protect  the  boat,  and  then  proceed  down  the  Tennessee  river  as  far  as  Deca- 
tur, Alabama,  examining  carefully  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  all  streams 
emptying  into  it  from  the  south  side  ;  destroying  all  boats  of  whatever  kind  he 
might  find,  and  notifying  the  inhabitants  that  no  more  boats  would  be  permitted 
to  be  used  or  built,  except  with  the  permission  of  the  commanding  officer.  On 
returning.  General  Geary  was  to  examine  the  north  bank  in  the  same  manner, 
and  destroy  all  boats  he  might  find,  except  such*  as  Major  General  McPherson, 
commanding  army  of  the  Tennessee,  should  need,  and  the  boats  at  Decatur  or 
Larkin's  ferry,  which  will  be  the  only  points  at  which  communication  across 
the  river  will  be  pei*mitted,  notifying  the  inhabitants  of  the  same. 

April  11. — The  cavalry  command  of  the  army  was  i*eorganized,  forming  four 
(4)  divisions  of  three  (3)  brigades  each,  averaging  three  regiments  to  a  brigade. 

Brigadier  General  Geary  returned  to  Bridgeport  on  the  15th,  reporting  the 
result  of  his  expedition  down  the  Tennessee  to  be  that  he  proceeded  as  far  as 
Triana,  Alabama,  where  he  came  upon  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  on  both  sides 
of  the  river ;  that  deeming  it  advisable  to  proceed  no  further  General  G^ary  re- 
turned, having  destroyed  a  considerable  number  of  boats  both  going  and  coming.. 

Information  gained  from  deserters  and  others  estimate  the  strength  of  the 
rebel  army  at  Dalton  to  be  45,000  infantry  and  about  12,000  cavalry.  The 
enemy  has  two  brigades  of  cavalry  at  Tunnel  Hill,  watching  our  movements  at 
Ringgold  and  the  gaps  through  Taylor's  ridge,  and  one  brigade  on  the  road* 
leading  from  Dalton  to  Cleveland,  picketing  the  approaches  from  that  direction. 

The  4th  army  corps,  Major  General  0.  0.  Howard  commanding,  havingr 
been  relieved  from  duty  with  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  was  concentrated  at  Cleve- 
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land  on  the  22(1,  and  campod  at  that  place  and  vicinity.  The  first  division  of 
cavalry,  Colonel  Edward  McCook  commanding,  was  still  at  that  point  picket- 
ing and  patrolling  the  country. 

Frequent  skirmishes  have  taken  place  during  the  month  all  along  our  front, 
between  our  own  and  the  enemy's  cavalry.  In  quite  a  sharp  little  affair  mar 
Loet*tf  farm,  on  the  23d,  we  lost  five  (5)  killed  and  ten  (10)  wounded,  besides 
one  offictT  and  twelve  men  taken  piisoners,  the  enemy  having  an  overwhelming 
force,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  our  rear.  A  scout,  who  left  Dalton  on  the  16th, 
reports  that  two  divisions  from  Hardee's  corps  were  to  be  sent  to  re-enforce  Lee 
in  Virginia ;  this  force  to  be  replaced  by  Loring's  division  from  Mississippi. 
This  man  passed  through  the  enemy's  defences  at  Buzzard  Kooet,  and  reports 
them  very  strong. 

On  the  29th  a  reconnoissance  was  made  towards  Tunnel  Hill  from  Ringg^oH, 
composed  of  three  hundred  cavalry  under  Kilpatrick  and  Van  Deveer's  brigade 
of  infantry.  They  advanced  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Tunnel  Hill,  driving 
the  enemy  before  them  until  they  developed  a  largely  superior  force,  when  the 
expedition  returned  to  Ringgold.  About  this  time  preparations  were  commenced 
for  the  proposed  advance  on  Dalton  in  May.  The  second  division  of  cavalry, 
Brigadier  General  Kenner  Garrard  commanding,  started  from  Columbia,  Ten- 
nessee, under  instructions  to  report  to  General  McPherson  for  further  orders. 

The  20th  army  corps.  Major  General  Hooker  commanding,  was  directed  to 
concentrate  in  Lookout  valley.  General  Rousseau's  division,  of  that  command, 
to  garrison  the  block-houses  and  other  points  along  the  line  of  the  Nashville  and 
Chattanooga  railroad ;  the  balance  of  the  corps  to  be  placed  in  nmrchiug  order 
immediately. 

The  14th  corps.  Major  General  J.  M.  Palmer  commanding,  was  to  concen- 
trate at  Ringgold,  Georgia,  as  soon  as  possible;  and  the  4th  corps  was  in  readineed 
to  move  from  Cleveland  as  soon  as  ordered. 

Garrard's  division  of  cavalry  being  under  orders  to  report  to  General  McPher 
son  for  duty,  McCook's  division  (first)  was  to  move  on  Howard's  left,  and 
Kilpatrick's  (third)  to  operate  with  Palmer's  corps  from  Ringgold. 

Reliable  information  was  received  on  the  30th  from  Atlanta  (27th)  thatheavj 
re-enforcements  to  Johnston  had  been  passing  that  point  since  the  20th,  said  to 
be  from  Mobile,  estimated  at  10,000.  The  same  person  reports  from  Rome  (28ih) 
that  part  of  Polk's  corps  was  there,  numbering  about  5,000,  and  still  more  ar- 
riving. Two  trains  with  artillery,  fourteen  pieces,  had  arrived  that  day.  Martini 
cavalry  division  was  also  there,  about  4,000  men ;  also,  part  of  Polk's  corps  had 
reached  Dalton  the  same  day,  (28th.) 

A  reliable  scout,  sent  to  Dalton  from  Chattanooga,  reaching  Dalton  on  the 
25th,  returned  on  the  30th,  reporting  that  the  whole  of  Hood's  corps  had  been 
moved  to  the  front  from  its  old  position  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Dalton. 
He  went  to  Atlanta  on  the  27th,  but  learned  nothing  of  importance  there.  At 
Re<aca  he  saw  the  camps  of  Armstrong's  division  of  cavalry,  and  at  Rome  he 
learned  that  Jjoring's  and  another  division  had  arrived  from  Mississippi,  thus 
corroborating  information  received  from  a  different  source. 

During  the  month  there  have  returned  to  this  army  from  furlough,  as  veteran 
volunteers,  eighteen  (18)  regiments  of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  four  (4) 
batteries  of  artillery,  with  an  aggregate  of  2,097  recruits  gained  while  absent. 

The  quartermaster's  department  has  been  particularly  active  constructing 
Btorehou-jes,  &c.,  at  Chattanooga.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  li*t* 
of  steamers  and  other  transportation  employed  by  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment on  the  Upper  Tennessee,  and  of  the  military  storehousca  at  Chattanooga 
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and  Bridgeport ;  also  the  raontlily  report  of  the  transactions  of  the  provost  mar- 
shal's department. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  V.  S,  Volunteers,  Commanding, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  M.  Sawyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Military  Division  of  the  MississijtpL 

True  copy : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG. 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp  and  Brevet  Major, 


List  of  military  storehouses  constructed  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  np  to  May 

1,  1864. 


No. 


Location. 


At  upper  levee 

do 

On  line  of  railroad  to  upper  landing. 

, do do 

do do 

, do do 


Dimensions,        For  what  used. 


Feet 
450  by  30 
315  by  :W 
100  by  :iO 
100  by  30 
300  by  90 
-M)  by  90 
256  by  30 
65  by  30 


Transfer  storehouse. 

do 

Storehouse 

do 

do 

do. 


Ordnance  storehouse. 
Depot  building 


Condition. 


Completed. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


L.  C.  EASTON, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ci'mberland, 

Office  Chief  QuartermasUr,  Ringgold,  Ga,,  May  6,  1864. 


List  of  military  storehouses  hnilt  and  in  process  of  construction  at  Chattanooga, 

Tennessee,  May  1,  1864. 


Location. 


DimenBioDB. 


By  whom  nied. 


Condition. 


Feet.. 

On  river  front  of  Market  utreet 150  by  40 

do 300  by  50 

do :  300  by  50  each.; 

On  river  n<?ar  Market  Htroet 50  by  '20 

In  n'ar  of  depot  qaarterraaitter'B  office  204  by  40 '" 

On  Market  street :  i»50  by  50 • 

do 115  by  50 

In  rear  of  market-hoase 3<K)  by  50 ; 

On  Market  rtreet. 460  by  50 , 

On  river  bank I  IJrii-k  niacfnzlne| 

In  rear  of  depot  quartcnuBKter'g  office    154  by  40 


CaptC.K.Smith,A.Q.M 

do 

Capt.A.  D.Baker,  C.  8... 
Capt.  H.  M.Suiith,A.Q.M. 

do 

do 

Buildinp<  for  on|?.  d(  |»'t. . . 
BuildingH  for  coiu'y  di?p't 
Buildiiifdi  for  urd.  dep't... 

do 

Bnildiof^  for  qm.  dep't. . . 


Completed  May  1,  'fi4. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
One-fonrth  completed. 

Do. 

Do. 
One-tliinl  conii)l«'ted. 
Foundation  being  laid. 


J  J   C.  EA.STON. 
Lieutenant  Qtlonel  and  Ckitf  (iuartermaMter.. 
Headquartkrs  Department  or  the  Cumberlaxd. 

OJIu:4  Chi^  Quartcrnuutcr,  Ringgold,  Ga.,  M<iy  6,  1864. 
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List  of  United  States  steamers  plying  on  the  upper  Tennessee  river.  May  1, 1864 

Ghickamauga,  built  bj  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Chattanooga,  built  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Kingston,  built  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Lookout,  built  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Missionary,  built  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Paint  Rock,  captured  fit  Chattanooga. 

Gunboat  A,  built  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Gunboat  B,  built  by  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

Fourteen  barges,  built  by  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Bridgeport,  Ala- 
bama. 

Three  more  boats  have  been  built  at  Bridgeport,  and  are  now  receiving  their 
engines  and  joiner  work. 

L.  C,  EASTON, 
Lieut.  Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chief  Quartermaster's  Office,  Ringgold,  Ga.,  May  6,  1864 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 
Office  Provost  Marshal  General,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  May  3,  1864. 
Captain  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  Ist  instant,  I  hare 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  prisoners  of  war,  rebel  deserten, 
and  oaths  administered  during  the  month  of  April,  1864 : 


prisoners  of  WAJt» 

REBEL  DESERTERS. 

OATBS. 

-s 

^ 

1 

J 

By  wliom. 

1  ^ 

a 

hS 

g  jj 

1 

S 

9 

a 

1 

Q 

1 

1 

f 

S 

1 

1 

u 

N 

^ 

a 

M 

< 

< 

^ 

< 

By  CoL  Pftrkhorut,  P.  M,  G. 

9 

319 

3^ 

3d 

» 

Br  C«pt-  H.  M.  QoodTTiti, 

XP.M.G. .„„ 

30 

S37 

267 

3 

32 

35 

865 

m 

ToUl ,,--..,. 

30 

237 

267 

12 

351 

3^3  ! 

33 

865 

m 

Beapectfully  submitted: 


H.  M.  DUFFIELD, 
Lieut,  and  A.  A.  Provost  Marshal  Gemerd, 
For  Colonel  PABKHURST, 

Provost  Marthal  Gtnerd. 


Captain  S.  C.  Kellogg, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Department  of  iht  Cuml^erlandm 
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PART  III. 

ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND— ATLANTA  CAMPAIGN. 

FROSi  MAY  1  TO  SEPTEMBEB  7,  1864. 


OPERATIONS  DURING  MAT,  1864. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

In  thejieldf  near  Dallas^  Ga.,  June  5,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  for  the 
month  of  May  as  follows : 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  major  general  commanding  the  military 
division,  I  got  my  command  in  readiness  for  a  forward  movement  on  Dalton, 
Greorgia,  and  was  fully  prepared  to  move  on  the  2d  of  May  as  directed.  Major 
General  Hooker,  commanding  20th  army  corps,  was  directed  to  move  from 
Lookout  valley,  via  Lee's  and  Gordon's  mill,  on  East  Chickamauga  creek,  to 
Leet's  farm,  on  the  road  leading  from  the  mill  to  Nickajack  gap,  the  move- 
ment to  commence  on  the  2d ;  Major  General  Palmer,  commanding  the  14th 
corps,  was  to  concentrate  his  command  at  Ringgold,  Georgia,  and.Major  General 
Howard,  commanding  4th  army  corps,  was  to  move  from  Cleveland,  East  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  3d,  and  to  concentrate  his  command  in  the  vicinity  of  Catoosa 
springs,  about  three  miles  east  of  Ringgold ;  McCook's  division  of  cavalry  to 
move  on  Howard's  left ;  Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry  was  stationed  at  Ring- 
gold, picketing  towards  Tunnel  Hill,  and  patroling  on  Palmer's  right  flank ; 
Garrard's  division  was  detached  and  operating  under  instructions  from  Major 
General  McPherson,  commanding  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  army  got 
into  position  by  the  oth  and  stood  as  above,  direct  communication  having  been 
fully  established  from  the  right  to  the  left  of  the  whole  command. 

According  to  instructions  given  on  the  6th.  the  army  moved  on  Tunnel  Hill 
at  daylight  on  the  7th  in  three  columns ;  Palmer's  corps  on  the  direct  road 
from  Ringgold,  Howard's  via  Lee's  house,  and  Hooker's  via  Nickajack  gap 
and  Trickum.  The  enemy  made  some  show  of  resistance  in  Palmer's  front, 
but  evacuated  Tunnel  Hill  on  the  appearance  of  Howard's  column  on  his  flank, 
and  fled  towards  Buzzard's  Roost,  our  troops  occupying  Tunnel  Hill  ridge ; 
Palmer's  command  was  then  moved  forward  and  took  position  on  Howard's 
right,  along  the  ridge,  and  both  corps  remained  tliere  for  the  night.  Hooker's 
column  reached  Trickum  post  office  about  4  p.  m.,  and  camped  for  the  night, 
picketing  strongly  the  roads  leading  from  Buzzard's  Roost  and  Dalton,  as  well 
as  the  approaches  from  the  direction  of  Villanow ;  General  Kilpatrick's  division 
of  cavalry  took  post  at  or  near  Gordon's  springs,  to  bo  in  readiness  to  establish 
communication  with  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  which  was  expected  at  Villa- 
now on  the  morning  of  the  8th ;  Harker's  brigade  of  Newton's  division,  Howard's 
corps,  was  pushed  along  the  crest  of  Rocky  Face  ridge  to  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  rebel  signal  station.  There  it  came  upon  obstructions  of  too  formidable  a  char- 
acter to  admit  of  further  progress  except  with  very  severe  loss.  It  was  in- 
structed to  hold  the  position.  Wood's  division  of  4th  corps,  Davis's  division  of 
the  14th  corps,  and  Butterfield's  division  of  the  20th  corps  then  pushed  forward 
a  line  of  skirmishers  and  drove  the  enemy  to  his  intrenchments,  our  men  occu- 
pying the  mouth  of  Buzzard's  Roost.  Geary's  division  of  the  20th  corps  made 
a  rcconnoissance  well  up  the  side  of  Chattoogata  mountain,  a  high  and  precipi- 
tous ridge  running  due  south  from  Buzzard's  Roost.  Geary's  men  fought  their 
way  well  up  to  the  enemy's  intrenchments  on  the  crest,  but  with  considerable 
loss  and  without  being  able  to  gain  possession  of  Mill  gap.     The  troops  were 
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then  withdrawn  to  a  position  in  the  valley  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's  ^\ms. 
Kilpatrick  communicated  with  General  McPherson's  command  at  Villauow  and 
then  returned  to  Trickum.  Brigadier  General  Ed.  McCook  was  ordered  to  con- 
centrate his  cavalry  division  and  take  post  on  the  left  of  General  Schoiield  un- 
til General  Stoneman's  cavalry  could  arrive  and  relieve  him.  From  a  prisoner 
captured  at  Buzzard*e  Roost  we  learned  that  the  force  defending  the  passage  of 
the  gap  amounted  to  11,000  men,  comprising  Stewart's  and  Bates's  divisions, 
supported  hy  Hindman's  and  Stevenson's  divisions,  numbering  10,000  moi  e.  They 
had  considerable  artillery,  but  none  heavier  than  10-pound  calibre.  The  enemy 
was  fortifying  all  night  of  the  7th,  and  had  masked  batteries  at  points  all  through 
the  pass.  Heavy  skirmishing  was  kept  up  along  the  whole  line  during  the  9ih 
and  10th  with  considerable  loss  in  wounded  and  but  few  killed.  General 
Hooker  was  directed  on  the  10th  to  send  one  division  of  his  command  to  the 
support  of  General  McPherson  at  Snake  Creek  gap,  to  enable  the  latter  to  operate 
more  freely  from  danger  to  his  rear.  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  was  also  ordered  to 
report  to  General  McPherson.  McCook's  division  of  cavalry,  posted  on  the 
left  of  General  Schofield's  command,  had  a  heavy  skirmish  with  three  (3)  brig- 
ades of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  on  the  road  leading  to  Varaell  station,  resulting  in 
our  driving  the  rebels  to  their  intrenchmeuts  on  Poplar  Creek  Hill,  where  they 
opened  on  McCook's  troops  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Our  loss  was  136  men 
and  15  officers  killed,  wounded,  and  missing ;  among  the  latter  Colonel  Lagrange, 
of  the  1st  Wisconsin,  who  was  captured.  The  enemy's  loss  was  greater  than 
ours.  General  Hooker  was  directed  to  send  another  division  of  his  command  to 
Snake  Creek  gap,  with  instructions  to  repair  the  road  through  the  gap,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  passage  of  infantry  and  wagons.  On  the  11th  it  was  decided  to 
leave  one  corps,  Howard's,  supported  by  Stoneman's  and  McCook's  divisions  of 
cavalry,  and  move  to  Snake  Creek  gap  with  the  balance  of  the  army,  attacking 
the  enemy  in  force  from  that  quarter,  whilst  Howard  was  keeping  up  the  im- 
pression of  a  direct  attack  on  Buzzard's  Roost.  This  movement  was  to  com- 
mence on  the  12th.  Instructions  were  given  to  corps  commanders  to  provide 
their  commands  with  ten  days'  rations  and  a  good  supply  of  ammunition.  Head- 
mg  all  surjilus  wagons  back  to  Ringgold.  At  9  a.  m.  on  the  13th  General  How- 
ard's command  occupied  Dalton,  it  having  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the 
evening  of  the  12th.  Concentrating  his  troops  in  Dalton,  General  Howard  pur- 
sued the  enemy  along  the  railroad  in  the  direction  of  Resaca,  capturing  a  con- 
siderable number  of  prisoners  ;  the  concentration  of  the  balance  of  the  army  in 
Snake  Creek  gap  having  been  completed  by  the  night  of  the  12th.  At  8  a.  m. 
on  the  13th  Hooker's  corps,  preceded  by  Kilpatrick's  ctivalry,  moved  out  on 
the  Resaca  road,  in  support  of  McPherson's  troops,  threatening  Resaca.  Pal- 
mer's corps  moved  out  of  Snake  Creek  gap  two  (2)  miles  northeast  of  Hooker, 
and  then  took  a  course  pandlel  with  the  Resaca  road,  with  orders  to  proceed 
as  far  as  the  railroad.  On  reaching  the  neighborhood  of  the  railroad  his  skir- 
mishers encountered  those  of  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  the  hills  immediately 
west  of  the  railroad,  and  continued  a  fierce  skirmish  with  them  until  nightfall. 
Butterfield's  division  of  Hooker's  corps  moved  up  in  support  of  Palmer's  right 
About  noon  of  the  14th  Schofield's  and  Palmer's  corps  attacked  the  enemy's 
position  on  the  hills  bordering  the  railroad,  meeting  with  very  heavy  resistance. 
General  Schofield's  left  being  threatened,  and  he  having  called  on  me  for  sup- 
port, 1  directed  Newton's  division  of  Howard's  corps,  which  had  just  arrived,  to 
move  to  Schofield's  assistance,  and  subsequently  the  whole  of  Howard's  corps 
took  post  on  the  left  of  Schofield.  During  the  afternoon  Hooker's  corps,  which 
had  been  acting  as  support  to  General  McPherson,  was  shifted  to  the  left  of 
Howard's  command;  and  Williams's  division  reached  the  position  assigned  him 
just  in  time  to  meet  and  repel  a  fierce  attack  of  the  enemy,  who  was  endeavor- 
ing to  turn  Howard's  left  flank.  McCook's  division  of  cavalry  took  post  on  the 
left  of  Hooker,  to  guard  against  any  further  attempt  of  the  enemy  in  that  diiec- 
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tion.  The  fighting  in  Scbofield's  and  Howard's  front  was  very  severe,  but  we 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  hills  he  had  occupied  and  forced  him  into  his  iutrench- 
ments  beyond.  From  prisoners  captured  we  learned  that  Johnston's  entire  army 
was  confronting  us. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  our  lines  stood  nearly  as  follows : 
Palmer's  corps  on  the  right,  connecting  with  the  left  of  McPherson's  line,  then 
Schofield's,  and  Howard's,  and  Hooker's,  with  McCook's  cavalry  on  our  ex- 
treme left.  Orders  were  issued  during  the  night  of  the  14th  for  the  whole  lino 
to  advance  at  daylight  on  the  15th,  provision  being  made  for  the  retirement  of 
Schofield's  troop's  from  the  position  they  then  occupied,  and  directions  having 
been  given  them  to  take  post  on  the  left,  where  they  properly  belonged,  as  soon 
as  crowded  out  from  the  centre  of  my  line  by  the  advance  of  Palmer  and  How- 
ard. About  11  a.  m.  General  Butterfield's  division  of  Hooker's  corps,  supported 
by  Williams's  and  Geary's  of  the  same  command,  attacked  and  carried  a  series 
of  hills  strongly  occupied  by  the  enemy  on  the  east  of  the  road  leading  from 
Tilton  to  Resaca.  The  rebels  were  driven  for  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half,  our 
forces  capturing  four  guns  and  a  number  of  prisoners. 

Information  was  received  by  daylight  on  the  I6th  that  Johnston  had  evacua- 
ted Resaca,  and  directions  were  immediately  given  for  the  whole  army  to  start 
ID  pursuit.  Our  troops  occupied  the  town  about  9  a.  m.,  and  commenced  repairing 
the  bridge  over  the  Ostauaula,  which  had  been  partially  burned  by  the  enemy . 
A  pontoon  bridge  was  also  thrown  across,  above  the  railroad  bridge,  so  tliat  by 
night  Howard's  corps  had  got  across,  and  marched  on  Calhoun.  Hooker's  com- 
mand crossed  the  Oonasauga  at  Figlet's  ferry,  and  at  a  ford  in  its  vicinity, 
thence  marching  south  across  the  Coosawattie  towards  Ad«iirsville.  Palmer's 
command  was  to  follow  after  Howard's,  except  Davirs's  division,  which  was 
detached,  and  sent  towards  Rome,  to  the  support  of  Garmrd's  cavalry,  then 
acting  under  special  instructions  from  the  major  general  commanding  the  military 
division. 

On  the  17th  our  advance  skirmished  with  the  enemy  nearly  the  whole  distance 
from  Calhoun  to  within  two  miles  of  Adairsville,  when  a  fierce  skirmish  ensued, 
completely  checking  our  further  progress,  and  occasioning  considerable  loss  in 
wounded.  Information  wrfs  brought  in  about  dark  that  the  whole  of  Johnston's 
army  was  at  Adairsville.  The  column  was  again  set  in  motion  on  th*'  morning 
of  the  18th,  the  enemy  having  left  during  the  night.  Howard's  and  Palmer's 
commands  moved  on  the  direct  road  and  along  the  railroad  towards  Kingston, 
camping  at  a  point  three  (3)  miles  north  of  the  latter  place.  Hooker's  corps 
moved  on  a  road  running  southeast  from  Adairsville,  his  instructions  being  to 
proceed  as  far  as  Cassville,  and  there  await  further  orders.  General  Davis's 
division  of  the  14th  corps  occupied  Rome,  capturing  a  large  amount  of  commis- 
sary and  quartermaster  stores,  hospital  supplies,  and  all  sorts  of  ammunition, 
enough  to  supply  his  command  for  two  weeks.  The  enemy  tried  to  destroy 
the  valuable  iron  works  at  this  place,  but  failed  to  do  much  injury.  Howard's 
troops  entered  Kingston  about  8  a.  m.  on  the  19th,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy 
on  the  southeastern  side  of  the  town.  The  column  started  again  at  about  10 
a.  m.,  and  came  up  with  what  was  reported  to  be  Cheatham's  and  another  divi- 
sion, in  line  of  battle  on  a  hill  about  halfway  between  Kingston  and  Cassville. 
Howard's  troops  shelled  the  enemy  from  this  position,  pushing  on  after  him  to 
within  two  miles  of  Cassville,  skirmishing  with  his  rear  guard  until  dark,  when 
the  command  halted  for  the  night.  Baird's  division  of  Palmer's  corps  was  posted 
on  the  right  of  Howard's  corps.  Hooker's  troops  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
road  leading  direct  from  Adairsville  to  Cassville,  skirmishing  with  him,  and  driving 
him  into  his  works  at  the  latter  place. 

At  10  p.  m.  General  Howard  reported  the  town  in  possession  of  his  troops. 
A  deserter  came  into  our  lines  with  the  information  that  Johnston  received  a 
ic-enforcement  of  6,000  men  on  the  19th,  and  that  his  army  was  now  estimated 
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nt  70,000  strong.  By  direction  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  militanr 
division,  the  whole  command  rested  until  the  morning  of  the  23d.  In  the  nuan 
time,  the  railroad  having  been  placed  in  running  order  as  far  as  Caseville  depot, 
twenty  days'  rations  and  forage  were  issued  to  the  troops.  Resaca  was  directed 
to  be  strongly  held,  and  made  a  depot  of  supplies,  only  such  stores  and  provirions 
to  be  brought  forward  to  Kingston  and  Rome  as  could  be  moved  by  the  wagons 
present  with  the  army.  My  directions  were  to  move  my  army  at  daylight  oo 
the  morning  of  the  23d,  on  Dallas,  by  Euharley  and  Stilesboro*.  The  division 
of  Brigadier  General  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  at  Rome,  as  soon  as  relieved  by  troops  from 
General  McPherson's  array,  to  march  direct  on  Dallas  by  way  of  Van  Wert. 
The  advance  guard  of  McCook's  division  of  cavalry  reached  Stilesboro*  oa 
the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  and  found  the  place  occupied  by  a  strong  force  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  which  resisted  his  further  advance, 
skirmishing  with  him  until  dark.  The  commands  of  Major  General's  Uooker, 
Howard,  and  Palmer  camped  on  the  south  side  of  Euharley  creek,  in  accordance 
with  my  directions.  General  Hooker  was  directed  to  send  one  division  of  hifl 
command,  at  daylight  on  the  24th,  to  pu«h  the  enemy  across  Raccoon  creek 
towards  Allatoona,  on  the  Alabama  road,  and  hold  him  in  that  position  until 
relieved  by  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  covering  the  movements  of  the  balance  of  the 
20th  corps  directly  through  Stilesboro'  upon  Burnt  Hickory,  at  which  Utter 
place  his  whule  command  was  to  encamp.  McCook's  division  of  cavalry  was  to 
precede  the  20th  corps  in  the  movement  upon  Burnt  Hickory,  and  then  take  npa 
l)Osition  towards  Allatoona,  picketing  the  roads  strongly,  and  covering  the  move- 
ments of  tli(i  army.  The  4th  corps  followed  the  20th  corj>s,  camping  on  it« 
right,  and  the  14lh  corps,  not  being  able  to  reach  Burnt  Hickory,  on  aceonot 
of  the  crowded  state  of  the  roads  and  the  difficult  nature  of  the  ground  parsed 
over,  camped  at  a  point  on  Altoona  ridge,  about  halfway  between  Stilesbon)' 
and  Burnt  Hickory.  McCook  reached  Burnt  Hickory  about  2  p.  m.,  after  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  about  four  miles.  He  captured  a  rebel  courier  bearing 
a  dos])atch  to  the  rebel  General  Jackson,  commanding  a  division  of  cavalry, 
with  instructions  from  General  Johnston  to  observe  our  movements  towards 
Burnt  Hickory,  and  stating  that  Johnston  was  moving  in  the  direction  of  Dallai 
and  Powder  Springs.  General  Garrard,  connnanding  second  cavalry  division, 
informed  me  that  he  was  camped  on  Pumpkhi  Vine  creek,  about  three  (3)  mile* 
from  Dallas,  and  that  in  moving  on  that  place,  and  when  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  it,  he  was  atUicked  by  what  was  reported  by  prisoners  to  be  Bat«> 
division,  the  advance  of  Hardee's  corps.  Garrard  repulsed  this  force  and  drove 
it  back  towards  Dallas. 

On  th(!  2orh  the  iirst  division  of  cavalry  (McCook's)  moved  on  the  road  leading 
to  Golgotha,  prec(tding  Butterfield's  division  of  the  20th  corps.  The  bilanw 
of  General  Hooker's  command  advanced  on  the  road  leading  to  Dallas,  running 
south  of  the  one  used  by  Butterfield's  division.  Howard's  corps  followed  Hook- 
er's, and  in  rear  of  Howard,  Palmer's.  About  11  a.  m.  General  Geary's  divifinn 
of  the  201  h  corps,  being  in  advance,  came  upon  the  cMiemy  in  considerable  fierce 
at  a  j)oint  about  four  and  a  half  (4A)  miles  from  Dallas.  The  country  on  U'lh 
sides  of  the  road  being  thickly  wooded  and  covered  with  undergrowth,  Gearv 
skirmished  heavily  with  the  enemy,  slowly  driving  him,  until  Butt^'rfieldV  and 
"Williams's  division  came  up  and  relieved  Geary's  troops.  Soon  after  the  arrival 
of  Williams,  about  3  j).  m.,  the  column  was  again  jmt  in  motion,  WillLini?'? 
division  in  advance,  and  although  heavily  engaged,  drove  the  en<;my  steatlilj 
before;  it  into  his  entrenchments.  Our  loss  was  heavy,  but  it  is  bt^lieved  tb** 
the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  much  greater.  Shortly  after  3  p.  m.  tlie  head  oi 
Howard's  column  got  within  sujiporting  distance  of  Hooker's  corps,  and  Newlon's 
division  was  placed  iu  Y^osiiion  on  Hooker's  left  about  6  p.  m.,  and  by  moruiii? 
tlu)  whole  of  Howard's  cor^*  >nv\%  \\\  y^'svvVv^w  ^\i  >\vt  Vi^\.  qC  Hooker.  The  nwlf 
were  so  full  of  wagons  t\ial  Ya\mvit'%  q.w^^  ^w\\\i^\.  ^\.\\iVi  Y>i«!tts».V^  4e 
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night  of  the  25tb,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  Johnson's  division  ot  the  14th 
corps  was  mored  np  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Hooker's  and  Howard's  com- 
mands, and  was  posted  in  reserve.  Davis's  division  14th  corns  (which  had 
reported  back  to  its  command,  it  having  been  relieved  at  Rome  oy  troops  from 
the  armj  of  Tennessee)  was  sent  by  General  Palmer  to  move  on  Dallas  by  the 
most  direct  road  from  where  he  then  was,  to  support  General  McPberson's  com- 
mand, and  communicate  with  the  right  of  General  Hooker.  Baird's  division  of 
the  14th  corps  was  left  at  Burnt  Hickory  to  protect  the  trains  at  that  point,  and 
the  rear  of  the  army.  McCook's  division  oi  cavalry  met  the  enemy's  cavalry 
on  the  road  leading  from  Burnt  Hickory  to  Marietta,  near  its  intersection  with 
the  lower  Dallas  and  Altoona  road.  McCook's  troops  skirmished  heavily  with 
the  force  opposing  them,  inflicting  on  them  considerable  loss,  and  capturing 
fifty -two  prisoners,  from  whom  it  was  ascertained  that  the  whole  of  Wheeler's 
cavalry  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  rebel  army.  The  left  of  General  Howard's 
corps  was  swung  around  to  the  right,  occupying  a  line  of  hills  running  nearly 
perpendicularly  to  the  line  occupied  by  Hooker  on  the  25th,  thereby  threaten- 
ing the  enemy's  right.  The  23d  army  corps.  Major  General  Schofield  com- 
manding, was  posted  on  the  left  of  my  command,  Schofleld's  left  extending  to 
and  covering  the  road  leading  from  Altoona  to  Dallas,  via  New  Hope  church. 
There  was  light  skirmishing  all  day  whilst  Howard  and  Schofield  were  working 
into  position,  and  at  dark  on  the  26th  'Howard's  left  connected  with  Schofield's 
right.  In  the  mean  time  trains  were  brought  up,  and  rations  and  ammunition 
issued  where  practicable.  Strong  breastworks  were  thrown  up  all  along  the 
line,  the  men  working  cheerftdly,  and  prepared  to  resist  any  attack  the  enemy 
might  see  fit  to  make. 

On  the  27th,  in  accordance  with  instructions  given  by  the  major  general 
commanding  the  military  division.  Hooker's  and  Howard's  corps  pressed  the 
enemy,  supported  by  coDsiderable  artillery  firing.  Wood's  division  of  How- 
ard's corps,  supported  by  Johnson's  division  of  Palmer's  corps,  was  moved  to 
the  left  of  Schofield's  line  and  swung  round  towards  the  right,  attacking  the 
enemy's  right  flank  and  driving  him  to  his  rifle  pits,  with  considerable  loss, 
however,  to  our  troops.  Our  men  had  to  contend  with  an  almost  hidden  foe, 
the  ground  being  cut  up  into  ravines  and  covered  by  a  dense  forest  filled  with 
undergrowth ;  but  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  officers  and 
men  did  their  work  nobly,  and  having  secured  a  position,  were  not  to  be  moved 
from  it.  The  enemy  came  out  of  his  works  in  front  of  Newton's  division  of 
Howard's  corps,  attacking  Wagner's  and  Kimball's  brigades,  but  was  driven 
back,  after  a  short  and  warm  contest.  General  Davis  occupied  Dallas  with  his 
division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  and  driving 
him  as  far  as  he  could  without  losing  his  connexion  with  General  McPherson. 
Davis  reported  that  after  skirmishing  all  the  afternoon  he  developed  the  enemy 
in  force  and  strongly  posted  in  front  of  his  (Davis's)  left,  with  a  battery  in 
l)osition  on  a  hill  commanding  the  road  between  him  and  General  Hooker. 
Davis  had,  however,  cut  a  road  through  the  forest  to  his  rear  by  which  he  could 
communicate  safely  with  Hooker.  l3uring  the  night  of  the  27th  the  enemy 
attacked  Davis  and  was  repulsed  after  a  sharp  fight,  leaving  behind  him  a  few 
wounded  and  twenty-seven  (27)  prisoners,  belonging  mostly  to  Polk's  corps. 
By  this  time  it  had  been  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt  that  Johnston  had  his 
whole  army  with  him,  strengthened  by  Polk's  command  and  detachments  sent 
from  various  points  to  re-enforce  him.  He  had  taken  up  a  strong  position, 
which  he  was  steadily  strengthening  with  earthworks,  evidently  with  the  deter- 
mination to  make  a  firm  stand  where  he  then  was. 

On  the  28th  our  line  stood  as  follows  :  Hooker's  corps  (20th)  on  the  right, 
with  Davis's  division  of  Palmer's  corps  still  on  his  right,  but  acting  as  a  support 
to  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  ;  two  divisions  of  Howard's  cor^a  (4tU\  o\v  t\\A 
left  of  Hooker;  then  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  Major  GeuwaXSoXio^^^  tQ\!Ka\axJL^^si'^ . 
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Wood's  division  of  Howard's  corps  on  the  left  of  Schofield's  command,  with 
Johnson's  division  of  Palmer's  corps  on  the  left  of  Wood ;  Stoneman's  diviBion 
of  cavalry  holding  a  hill  to  the  left  of  Johnson,  and  then  McCook's  division  of 
cavalry,  holding  the  road  leading  from  Burnt  Church  to  Marietta,  via  Golgotha, 
and  guarding  the  left  of  the  army.  During  the  28th  there  was  considerable 
artillery  firing,  with  skirmishing  at  intervals  during  the  day  and  night. 

During  the  night  of  the  29th  the  enemy  felt  our  line  at  several  points,  with- 
out making  a  serious  attack  at  any  one  place ;  they  found  our  men  vigilant 
and  fully  prepared  for  them. 

Owing  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  enemy's  lines  to  the  right  of  ours,  neither 
McPherson  nor  Davis  could  withdraw  from  their  positions  without  being  attacked 
and  forced  to  return,  so  that  the  project  of  using  their  commands  to  relieve 
Hooker,  Howard,  and  Schofield,  allowing  these  latter  to  take  post  on  the  left 
of  the  line,  could  not  be  carried  out,  although  three  attempts  at  a  withdrawal 
were  made  by  McPherson  and  Davis  on  the  nights  of  the  29th,  30th,  and  31st. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  position  of  the  army  remained  unchanged  up  to  the  31st, 
our  skirmishers  and  those  of  the  enemy  exchanging  occasional  shots. 

The  detailed  reports  of '  the  subordinate  commanders  will  be  forwarded  as 
soon  as  handed  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  consolidated  return  of  casualties  for 
the  month,  as  also  a  return  of  prisoners  captured,  and  a  list  of  captured  property 
and  ammunition  expended. 

I  am,  colonel,  yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  M.  Sawyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Military  Division  qftJie  Mississippi. 


Report  of  casualties  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  duHng  May,  1864. 
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The  report  of  the  4th  army  corps  is  to  June  5th.  Of  the  284  missing  255  are 
from  CTeueral  Wood's  division,  and  were  lost  at  Pickett's  mills.  May  27tb. 
General  Wood  says  :  "I  am  fully  satisfied  that  nearly  the  whole  of  them  ^ere 
either  killed  outright  on  the  field,  or  were  wounded  and  could  not  be  brought 
away,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy." 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
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List  qfcannoHt  armSy  accoutrements,  ifc.,  captured  from  the  enemy  and  collected 
from  the  battle-Jidd  during  the  moiilh  of  May,  18G4. 

CANNON. 

Four  12-pouiidcr  gans,  bronze ;  four  G-pounder  guns,  iron. 

GUN-CARRIAGES. 

Four  12-pounder  gun-carriages  and  limbers ;  four  6-poundcr  gun-carriages 
and  limbers ;  two  battery  wagons ;  also  several  limbers,  spare  wheels,  ammuni- 
tion chests,  and  spare  parts  of  carriages. 

SMALL-ARMS. 

Two  thousand  and  seventy-two  Enfield  rifles,  calibre  57 ;  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  ten  Springfield  rifles,  calibre  58 ;  four  hundred  and  eighty-four 
Austrian  rifles,  calibre  54  ;  four  hundred  and  sixty  smooth-bore  muskets,  calibre 
69 ;  twenty-eight  Confederate  rifles,  calibre  58 ;  fifty -nine  siege  rifles ;  three 
Prussian  muskets,  calibre  G9 ;  one  Sharp's  carbine,  calibre  52 ;  one  Colt's  rifle, 
calibre  5^ ;  also  several  musket  barrels. 

INFANTRY  ACCOUTREMENTS. 

One  thousand  and  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  cartridge  boxes  and  plates; 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  cartridge  box  belts  and  jilates ;  one  thousand  and 
twenty-three  waist  belts  and  plates;  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three  bayonet 
scabbards;  nine  hundred  and  eighty-two  cap  pouches. 

AMMUNITION    EXPENDED  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  MAY,  1864. 

Total  number  of  rounds  of  20-pounder  Parrott,  434 ;  total  number  of  rounds 
of  24-pounder  howitzer,  2;  total  number  of  rounds  of  12-pounder  gun,  5,221; 
total  number  of  rounds  of  10-pounder  Parrott,  2,477;  total  number  of  rounds 
of  3-inch,  3,745;  total  number  of  rounds  of  artillery  ammunition,  11,879;  total 
Qumber  of  rounds  of  E  B.  cartridges,  2,608,210 ;  total  number  of  rounds  of 
Spencer  rifle,  3,000;  total  number  of  rounds  of  Colt's  rifle,  2,500;  total  number 
of  rounds  of  small-arms  ammunition,  ^^,613,710; 

T.  G.  BAYLOR. 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Ordnance,  DepH  of  Cumberland, 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 
Office  Provost  Marshal  General, 

Broum*s  Mill  Creek,  Ga,,  June  4,  18G4. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  the  number  of  prisoners  of 
war  and  deserters  disposed  of  by  the  assistant  provost  marshals  general  at  Nash- 
ville and  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  which  have  been  received  by  them  during 
the  month  of  May,  iSG4. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  PARKHURST, 
Colonel  and  Provost  Marshal  General. 
Brigadier  General  Wm.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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OPERATIONS  DURING  JUNE,  1864. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

In  the  field,  JuJy  16,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  for  the 
month  of  June,  as  follows : 

June  1. — Hooker's,  Howard's,  and  Palmer's  corps  were  confronting  the  ene- 
my's position  at  New  Hope  church,  near  Dallas,  G<»orgia,  with  McCook's  divi- 
sion of  cavalry  on  the  left  of  the  army,  guarding  the  approaches  from  the 
direction  of  Ackworth  and  Marietta. 

June  2. — General  Hooker's  corps  having  heen  relieved  in  the  position  it 
occupied  on  the  right  of  my  army  by  General  McPherson's  troops,  moved  in 
support  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  Major  General  Schofield  commanding,  and 
occupied  the  hills  on  the  extreme  left  of  my  line,  which  had  been  previoiwly 
held  by  Stoneman's  and  McCook's  divisions  of  cavalry,  McCook  talking  poBton 
the  left  of  Schofield  on  the  Dallas  and  Ackworth  road.  Baird's  division  of 
Palmer's  corps  moved  up  from  Burnt  Hickory  and  took  up  a  position  in  reserve 
behind  Johnson's  division  of  the  same  corps.  Davis's  division  of  Palmer's 
corps  relieved  General  Schofield's  troops  at  the  same  time  that  General  Hooker 
was  relieved  by  General  McPherson's  command.  As  soon  as  the  troops  got 
into  their  positions,  Schofield's  and  Hooker's  corps,  and  Baird's  division  of 
Palmer's  corps,  swung  round  towards  the  right,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  a« 
they  advanced,  gaining  some  ground,  which  they  immediately  prepared  to  hold. 
Howard's  corps,  on  the  right  of  my  line,  occupied  the  enemy's  attention,  and  wis 
held  in  readiness  to  follow  the  general  movement  against  the  enemy's  right. 

June  3. — General  Palmer  advanced  Baird's  division  about  a  mile  in  a  sonlh- 
easterly  direction,  and  General  Hooker  moved  Butterfield's  and  Geary's  divisions 
toward  the  Ackworth  and  Dallas  road,  sending  one  brigade  to  take  and  hold  the 
bridge  across  Altoona  creek,  four  miles  southwest  from  Altoona.  General  E. 
M.  McCook,  with  his  division  of  cavalry,  took  position  on  the  direct  road  from 
Dallas  to  Ackworth,  at  the  crossing  of  Altoona  creek,  one  and  a  half  mile  south 
of  and  above  the  crossing  held  by  General  Hooker's  troops ;  6Coats  were  sent 
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into  Ackwortliy  reacbiDg  thereat  11  a.  m.,  finding  the  town  nearly  deserted; 
they  captured  a  few  of  the  enemy's  videttes.  On  reaching  the  new  positions 
the  troops  were  immediately  set  to  work  strengthening  them  by  breastworks  of 
logs,  whilst  continual  skirmishing  was  being  kept  up  with  the  enemy. 

During  the  night  of  the  4th  the  enemy  fell  back  from  our  front,  his  works 
being  found  completely  evacuated  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  After  a  careful 
reconnoissance  of  the  ground  lately  occupied  by  him,  the  conclusion  was  that 
he  had  fallen  back  in  the  direction  of  Big  Shanty,  a  point  on  the  railroad  about 
six  miles  from  Marietta. 

June  6. — General  Hooker  moved  his  command  to  the  vicinity  of  Mc Lane's 
house  on  the  Sandtown  road,  near  its  intersection  with  the  Burnt  Hickory  and 
Marietta  road,  and  about  three  miles  southwest  from  Ackworth ;  General  Palmer's 
corps  was  posted  on  General  Hooker's  left.  Palmer's  lefk  resting  on  Proctor's 
creek ;  General  Howard's  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  Durham's  house.  By  direction 
of  the  major  general  commanding  the  military  division,  the  whole  command 
remained  in  the  above  position  until  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant.  lu  the 
mean  time  the  railroad  was  completed  through  to  Ackworth,  and  rations  and 
ammunition  were  replenished. 

June  9. — General  E.  M.  McCook,  commanding  first  division  of  cavalry,  made 
a  reconnoissance  towards  the  enemy's  position  in  our  fi*ont.  After  passing  two 
miles  beyond  the  pickets  of  the  20th  army  corps,  he  came  upon  those  of  the 
enemy  on  the  Marietta  side  of  Altoona  creek,  and  drove  them  in  upon  a  heavier 
line  about  a  mile  beyond,  coming  in  view  of  the  enemy's  camp  on  Pine  hill, 
where  they  appeared  in  force. 

June  10. — Palmer's  corps  moved  out  of  camp  on  a  road  running  in  a  south- 
easterly  direction,  passing  by  0  wens's  house,  and  found  the  enemy  stronglv  posted 
on  Pine  hill,  skirmishing  with  him  until  dark.  Howard's  corps  moved  on  the 
Burnt  Hickory  and  Marietta  road,  and  took  post  on  the  right  of  Palmer  in  front 
of  Pine  hill.  Hooker's  corps  moved  on  the  same  road  with  General  Howard's 
command. 

June  11. — ^The  commands  of  Generals  Howard  and  Palmer  moved  to  the  left 
and  slightly  in  advance  of  their  position  of  yesterday,  General  Palmer's  lefb 
resting  on  the  railroad  and  connecting  with  the  right  of  General  McPherson's 
army.  The  enemy  was  found  to  be  strongly  posted  on  a  line  of  hills  running 
west  from  Kenesaw  mountain  to  Lost  mountain,  with  a  strong  advanced  work 
on  Pine  hill.  The  approaches  to  this  position  were  over  a  very  broken  and 
thickly  wooded  country,  which  two  days  of  rain  had  rendered  almost  impassable. 

June  14. — Palmer's  corps  and  the  left  of  Howard's  pushed  forward  to  a  posi- 
tion about  a  mile  in  advance  of  their  line  established  on  the  11th,  Howard's 
right  being  already  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy's  position  on  Pine  hill. 

June  15. — The  enemy  having  evacuated  Pine  hill  during  the  night,  it  was 
occupied  by  General  Howard's  troops  early  in  the  day ;  about  noon  General 
Hooker's  corps,  on  the  right  of  Pine  hill,  advanced  against  the  enemy's  position 
directly  in  his  firont,  driving  him  to  his  main  works  after  very  heavy  skirmishing 
and  considerable  loss.  Howard's  corps  also  moved  against  the  enemy  on  the 
left  of  Pine  hill,  and  succeeded  in  driving  him  to  his  main  fortification.  Both 
Hooker  and  Howard  established  themselves  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  main  line,  and  immediately  seaured  the  position  gained.  The  right  of 
Palmer's  corps  moved  in  connexion  with  General  Howard's  left. 

June  16. — Hooker  and  Howard  remained  in  the  positions  taken  up  by  them 
yesterday,  their  skirmishers  being  close  up  to  those  of  the  enemy,  keeping  up 
a  steady  fire  all  day.  Palmer  advanced  his  centre  division  a  short  aistance 
towards  the  enemy's  works,  shortening  and  more  nearly  perfecting  the  line 
established  by  yesterday's  operations.  Batteries  were  placed  at  commanding 
points  along  the  entire  line,  and  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  on  the  enemy's  works 
and  camps. 
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June  17. — Having  ascertained  during  the  night  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
his  main  line  of  works,  tlie  4th  and  20th  corps  were  advanced  early  in  the 
morning,  pai^sing  over  the  fortifications  lately  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and,  swing- 
ing around  towards  the  southeast,  proceeded  until  their  skirmishers  came  upon 
those  of  the  enemy,  whose  main  force  was  posted  on  a  line  of  hills  bordering* 
Mud  creek,  on  the  Marietta  side  of  it,  running  nearly  perpendicular  to  their  earth- 
works lately  abandoned  and  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  the  Kenesaw 
mountain.  The  right  of  Palmer  moved  in  conformity  with  Howard's  corp?, 
keeping  up  the  connexion  with  the  left  of  it,  while  Palmer's  left  still  rested  on 
the  railroad  in  front  of  Kenesaw,  connecting  at  that  point  with  the  right  of  the 
army  of  the  Tennessee.  Hooker's  right  rested  a  little  in  advance  of  Darbv'a 
house  on  the  Sand  town  road,  nearly  five  miles  due  west  from  Marietta. 

Part  of  General  Howard's  troops  in  the  centre,  under  the  fire  of  a  heavy 
cannonade  previously  ordered,  charged  the  enemy's  outer  rifle  pits,  and  effectei 
a  lodgement  in  the  woods  close  up  to  his  main  line.  During  the  night  the 
enemy  made  two  attacks  upon  this  force  and  was  repulsed  each  time. 

General  McOook's  division  of  cavalry  turned  the  enemy's  left  during  the 
afternoon,  driving  his  cavalry  across  Mud  creek  on  the  Dallas  and  Marietta 
road,  to  within  six  miles  of  Marietta,  and  capturing  two  hospitals  containing 
fiwe  officers  and  thirty-five  enlisted  men,  fourteen  nurses,  and  two  surgeons. 

June  18. — At  4  a.  m.  Wood's  division  of  Howard's  corps  pressed  up  close  to 
the  enemy's  works,  finding  him  still  in  force.  Shortly  after,  the  right  of  Howard's 
skirmishers,  strongly  supported,  advanced  suddenly  and  carried  an  intrenched 
line  of  rebel  works,  capturing  about  fifty  prisoners.  The  enemy  tried  hard  to 
regain  the  ground,  but  failed  in  every  attempt  they  made. 

Howard's  men  pressed  the  enemy  so  closely  that  he  could  not  throw  out  skir- 
mishers from  his  works,  while  our  pickets,  and  at  some  points  our  main  line,  kept 
lip  such  a  well  directed  fire  of  musketry  that  the  rebels  could  not  u.*e  their 
artillery.  During  the  day  and  night  batteries  were  worked  into  positions  from 
which  the  enemy's  works  could  be  enfiladed  should  he  remain  in  them  till 
morning. 

June  19. — At  5  a.  m.  each  of  my  corps  commanders  notified  me  that  the 
rebels  had  fallen  back  from  our  front,  and  an  advance  of  the  whole  line  wa? 
immediately  ordered  ;  Howard's  troops  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  7  a.  m.,  on 
the  Burnt  Hickory  and  Marietta  road,  finding  him  posted  on  a  line  of  ridges 
just  west  of  Marietta,  and  apparently  in  strong  force.  Skirmished  with  him 
nearly  all  day,  capturing  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  among  whom  were 
fourteen  commissioned  officers.  General  Palmer  formed  his  corps  on  the  lef^  of 
Howard's,  close  up  to  the  base  of  Kenesaw  mountain.  General  Hooker  came 
up  with  the  enemy  across  Noses  creek,  on  the  Dallas  and  Marietta  road,  strongly 
posted  on  a  line  of  ridges,  evidently  a  continuation  of  those  in  General  Howard's 
front ;  skirmishing  was  kept  up  along  the  line  until  dark,  the  troops  in  the 
mean  time  getting  well  into  position. 

June  20. — Woods's  and  Newton's  divisions  of  Howard's  corps  were  moved 
to  the  right  to  relieve  Williams's  and  Geary's  divisions  of  Hooker's  corps,  posti-d 
across  the  Dallas  and  Marietta  road,  near  Guas's  house ;  the  movement  being 
made  in  order  to  enable  General  Hooker  to  operate  more  strongly  against  the 
enemy's  left  flank,  and  at  the  same  time  co-operate  with  and  support  General 
Schofield's  army,  which  was  nearly  two  miles  distant  on  the  Sandtown  road, 
endeavoring  to  cross  Noses  creek,  the  enemy  disputing  his  passage.  Stanley's 
division  of  Howard's  corps  carried  a  hill  to  the  right  of  the  Burnt  Hickory  and 
Marietta  road,  driving  the  enemy  from  hi**  skirmish  rifle-pits  and  into  his 
main  works.  The  position  gained  was  immediately  strengthened  by  breast- 
works, which  were  scarcely  completed  when  the  enemy  in  strong  force  assaulted 
Stanley  and  was  quickly  repulsed  with  severe  loss.  He  made  a  second  attack 
in  less  than  half  an  hour  afterwards  and  was  again  driven  off,  our  men  capturiog 
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abont  twenty  prisoners ;  at  dark  the  right  of  Palmer  connected  with  General 
Howard's  left. 

June  21. — General  Howard's  troops  carried  a  hill  abont  700  yards  in  advance 
of  the  position  gained  the  night  before ;  his  main  line  was  moved  np  about  500 
yards,  fortifying  the  position  under  a  terrible  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy,  our 
Bkirmishers  taking  possession  of  an  intrenched  line  lately  occupied  by  the 
enemy ;  a  number  of  prisoners  were  captured,  and  the  conduct  of  the  troops 
was  admirable.  General  Hooker's  troops  carried  and  occupied  a  pn-minent  hill 
about  500  yards  in  advance  of  his  old  line,  and  there  connected  his  left  with 
General  Howard's  right. 

June  22. — Williams's  division  of  Hooker's  corps  skirmished  itself  into  position 
on  the  right  of  Geary's  division,  the  right  of  Williams  resting  at  Gulp's  house, 
on  the  Powder  Spring  and  Marietta  road.  About  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  in  heavy 
force  attacked  Knipe's  brigade  in  its  advanced  position  before  his  men  had  time 
to  throw  up  any  works,  and  persisted  in  the  assault  until  sundown,  when  they 
withdrew,  their  ranks  hopelessly  broken,  each  assault  having  been  repelled 
with  heavy  loss.  While  this  attack  on  Hooker  was  in  progress  the  enemy 
opened  heavily  with  artillery  along  our  whole  line,  to  which  we  answered  fully 
to  his  satisfaction,  our  practice  being  very  fine.  After  dark  General  Howard's 
left,  Stanley's  division,  was  relieved  by  King's  division  of  the  14ih  corps ; 
Stanley  in  turn  relieving  the  left  division  of  Hooker's  corps,  which  was  trans- 
ferred further  to  the  right. 

June  23. — It  having  been  found  desirable  to  gain  possession  of  a  prominent 
hill  a  short  distance  in  advance  of  Stanley's  position,  on  Howard's  right,  direc- 
tions were  given  to  the  latter  to  advance  a  strong  skirmish  line  towards  the 
enemy's  works  in  front  of  Stanley's  and  Newton's  divisions,  and  if  found  prac- 
ticable without  too  much  sacrifice  to  carry  the  hill  by  assault.  This  movement 
was  preceded  by  a  heavy  cannonade  from  Howard's  batteries  and  part  of 
Hooker's,  lasting  fifteen  minutes;  Stanley's  skirmidiers  carried  the  enemy's 
skirmish  rifle-pits,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners,  but  could  not  gain  the  main 
works  on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  They  held  the  ground  gained  until  after  nightfall, 
when,  being  attacked  in  front  and  flank  by  a  greatly  superior  force,  Stanly  was 
obliged  steadily  to  fall  back  to  the  position  he  occupied  in  the  afternoon  previous 
to  the  advance.  On  the  centre  and  left  of  Howard  the  advanced  line  secured 
themselves  in  their  positions  and  were  able  to  hold  them. 

June  25. — Davis's  division  of  Palmer's  corps,  being  on  the  extreme  left  of  my 
army,  was  relieved  by  troops  from  General  AlcPherson's  army,  and  moved  to  a 
position  in  reserve  behind  the  right  of  Howard's  line.  This  change  was  effected 
after  dark,  and  by  daylight  on  the  26th  Davis's  troops  had  reached  the  position 
assigned  them.  Baird's  division  of  Palmer's  corps,  being  relieved  by  troops 
from  the  army  of  the  Tennesseci,  was  also  withdrawn  from  its  position  in  line  in 
front  of  Kenesaw  mountain,  and  moved  during  the  night  of  the  2(5th  to  a  position 
in  reserve  near  that  occupied  by  Davis's  troops. 

June  21. — At  8  a.  m.  the  enemy's  works  were  assaulted  at  two  points, 
one  in  front  of  Newton's  division  of  Howard's  corps,  and  the  other  in  front  of 
Davis's  division  of  Palmer's  corps;  Davis  having  relieved  the  right  division 
(Stanley's)  of  General  Howard's  line,  Stanley  moved  his  command  a  short 
distance  to  the  left,  and  acted  as  a  support  to  Newton's  division  in  its  assault 
on  the  works.  Wood's  division  being  in  reserve.  Davis's  assault  was  supported 
by  Baird's  division  of  Palmer's  corps  on  the  right,  and  Hooker's  whole  corps 
was  held  in  readiness  to  support  the  movements  of  Palmer's  and  Howard's 
commands.  Althongh  the  troops  were  enabled  to  drive  the  enemy  in  his  main 
works,  and  reached  that  point  with  their  main  line,  they  were  unable  to  carry  the 
positions,  on  account  of  the  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  canister  brought  to 
bear  upon  them  at  short  range,  but  held  the  ground  gained.  Our  loss  was  1,580 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  some  of  our  men  being  shot  while  on  the  parapet 
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of  tlie  enemy's  works.  We  took  130  prisoners.  General  Davis  immediatdr 
commenced  fortifying  in  his  advanced  position,  at  the  distance  of  about  75  yards 
from  the  enemy's  fortifications,  covering  the  working  parties  with  such  a  heavy 
and  well-directed  fire  of  musketry  that  the  enemy  could  not  molest  them  in 
their  operations.  Ahout  midnight  on  the  29th  the  enemy  attacked  Davis,  over- 
whelming his  skirmishers  and  driving  them  back,  when  they  rallied  and  drove 
the  rebels  back  again  to  their  works. 

During  the  29th  and  30th  all  remained  comparatively  quiet  along  the  line, 
the  skinuishers  in  the  most  advanced  positions  only  exchanging  occasional  shotB 
with  the  enemy. 

Throughout  the  month  the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  small  parties,  assisted  by 

gaerillas  and  disloyal  citizens,  have  been  prowling  along  the  railroad  between 
hattanooga  and  the  points  occupied  by  the  main  army.  On  a  few  occasions 
they  succeeded  in  burning  one  or  two  unimport^int  bridges,  and  attacked  several 
trains  passing  over  the  road,  burning  a  few  cars.  The  troops  along  the  railroad 
were  dways  on  the  alert,  rendering  it  difficult  for  any  very  serious  damage  to 
be  perpetrated.  All  breaks  or  interferences  to  travel  were  speedily  removed  by 
the  well-organized  construction  party,  under  the  immediate  superintendence  d 
Colonel  W.  W.  "Wright,  (forty-fourth  United  States  colored,)  chief  engineer 
military  railroads  of  the  military  division. 

I  have  the  honor  hereto  to  annex  a  consolidated  list  of  casualties  for  the 
mouth,  a  return  of  prisoners  captured,  and  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended. 
The  detailed  report  of  the  suDordinate  commanders  will  be  forwarded  as  soon 
as  handed  in. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  United  States  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  M.  Sawyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


List  of  casualties  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  during  the  month  of  Jwe, 

1864.  ' 


KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSIKG. 

1 

Corps. 

Id 

p 

"3  S 

1 

< 

14th  army  corps  ...... ..... 

19 

40 

8 

289 
406 

178 

49 

127 

83 

i,or>7 

2,027 
1,206 

2 
3 
3 

43 
115 

82 

1,469 

4th  army  corps  .............. 

2.7IiJ 

20th  arni V  corns  ........ 

1,5» 

Total 

67 

873 

259 

4,300 

8 

240 

5,747 

Headquartebs  Dbp/ 

lRTME 

1 

NT  OF  THE  Cum 
War  Kenesaw  L 

BERLAM 

fountain 

3» 
,JiJy 

2,1864 

• 

Report  of  ammunition  expended  hy  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  during  the  mffsA 

of  June,  1864. 
Total  number  of  rounds  of  20- pounder  Parrotts,  186;  total  number  of  Toandi 
of  24-pounder  bowitzer,  16 ;  total  number  of  rounds  of  12-poander  gans,  10,1W; 
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total  number  of  rounds  of  10-pounder  Parrotts,  8,194;  total  number  of  rounds 
of  3-inch,  10,002;  total  number  of  rounds  of  artillery  ammunition,  28,551; 
E.  B.  cartridges,  calibre  57.7,  3,542,000;  Spencer  rifle  cartridges,  49,536; 
Colt's  rifle  cartridges,  3,970;  total  number  of  amall-ann  ammunition,  3,596,577. 


Report  of  arms,  accoutrements^  Sff\,  captured,  lost,  and  hccoming  surplus  in  the 
army  of  the  CumherJand^for  the  month  of  June,  1864. 


£ 

^  . 

sT 

C3J>i 

OS     . 

^s 

^^\^ 

■«3 

CJ 

if 

II 

1 

2. 

1 

s 

a  ^ 

< 

3t 

■Z 

H 

Captnrec] -_ ,.,,, 

40 

24 

73 

4 

141 

Lost ..„.,_. --.-., 

39H 
475 

274 
418 



672 

Sujplud* * ,  ---, 

"'411    \ZV.\\\ 

£M^ 

*  lU'ndvrvd  snrpluii  by  ruonon  uf  men  being  klUtd,  wounded,  and  kent  to  the  rear. 

T.  G.  BAYLOR, 
Captain  of  Ordnance,  Chief  Ordnance  Offictr,  D.  C. 
Near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  31,  1864. 


Report  of  prisoners  of  war  and  deserters  from  the  rehel  army,  received  and 
disposed  ff  during  the  month  of  June,  1864. 


From  what  corps  received. 


Frnm  4th  aniiy  corps 

From  14th  nnii y  corps 

From  iOth  army  cori>9 

From  cavalry  comiimnd 

Frtnu  department  uf  th<?  Cumberhind 
not  credited  to  any  corps 


Total  n'ceivod  from  department  of  the 
Cumberland 


From  department  of  the  Tennessee. . 
From  department  of  the  Ohio 


Total 

Grand  total. 


PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 


Ee 


IG 
3 

1 
3 

14 


0-2 


^ 
^ 


346 

34 

107 


be 


362 

129 

93 

37 


DE.SERTERS. 


55S' 


4 


< 


18  19  381 

•23  :  23  I  152 

23  i  %l  '  116 

1  1  ■  38 


121       6       373  ,    3S1  ! 


•502 


37 

705 

742 

9 

4:« 

1 
447  i 

1,189 

1 

371 
170 

303' 
173 

2 

52 

30 

54 
3(» 

447 
203 

25 

54 

566  1 

2 

82 

84  ; 

650 

1,240  1     1,308  :  11  .     520       531 


1,839 


*  At  Cbuttunot>g£L  nud  Nu^ihville. 

Rcspectfullv  submitted : 

U.  M.  DUFFIKLD, 
Lt>tt<.  Ninth  Mich,  Vet,  Vol.  InfVy  and  Asst,  Pro.  Mar,  Utn't,  D.  C. 
T 15 
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OrERATIONS  DURING  JULY  AKD  AUGUST,  1S64. 

^  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

August  17,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  for  the 
month  of  July  as  follows  : 

The  position  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  on  the  moniing  of  the  Ist  July 
remained  as  established  immediately  after  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  works  ou 
the  27th  of  June.  Hooker's  corps  on  the  right,  his  right  connecting  with  the 
left  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio  near  Gulp's  house,  on  the  Powder  Spring  and  Mari- 
etta road  ;  Palmer's  corps  in  the  centre,  except  King's  division,  which  occupied 
the  works  on  the  left  of  Howard's  corps,  and  connected  with  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee  at  the  Burnt  Hickory  and  Marietta  road,  in  advance  of  York's  house. 

The  first  division  of  cavalry.  Brigadier  General  E.  M.  McCook  commandiDg, 
was  operating  on  the  right  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  and  protecting  thatflauk; 
the  second  division  of  cavalry,  Brigadier  General  R.  Garrard  commanding,  waa 
still  detached  from  my  army  and  operating  under  instructions  from  tlie  command- 
ing general  of  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  third  division, 
Colonel  W.  W.  Lowe  commanding,  was  stxitioned  on  the  railroad  between 
Cartei-sville  and  Dalton,  scouting  the  country  thoroughly  between  these  two 
points.  The  troops  of  Generals  Hooker,  Howard,  and  Palmer  had  worked 
themselves,  at  considerable  cost  of  life  and  labor,  into  positions  close  up  to  tlie 
enemy's  fortifications,  at  some  points  within  a  hundred  yards,  and  everywhere 
so  near  that  they  could  advance  no  further  without  making  a  direct  assault  on 
almost  impregnable  works.  It  was  then  decided  by  the  major  general  command- 
ing the  military  division  to  leave  my  command  where  it  then  was,  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  check,  carefully  watching  his  movement,  while  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee would  be  withdrawn  from  my  left  and  transferred  to  the  right  of  the  armj 
of  the  Ohio,  with  a  view  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  force  him  from  the 
strong  position  he  held  to  the  southwest  of  Kenesaw  moun:ain.  This  moTe- 
meut  was  in  progress  of  execution  during  the  night  of  the  2d,  when,  about  day- 
light of  the  3d,  each  of  my  corps  commanders  notified  me  that  the  enemy  had 
Mt  their  respective  fronts,  aud  that  our  skirmishers  were  in  possession  of  hi« 
works.  A  pursuit  was  immediately  ordered  by  different  routes,  the  concentra- 
tion to  be  at  Marietta,  which  place  was  entered  by  my  troops  about  9  a.  m. 

After  a  short  delay  the  columns  were  again  set  in  motion,  Palmer's  corjw 
moving  along  the  railroad  by  the  main  Marietta  and  Atlanta  road,  with  Hooker'a 
command  on  his  right  and  Howard's  on  his  left,  all  three  within  supporting 
distance  of  each  other.  About  four  miles  out  from  Marietta  they  came  up  with 
the  enemy's  rear-guard  and  skirmished  with  him  to  near  Rufi's  station,  where  he 
was  found  strongly  posted  in  earthworks,  which  had  evidently  been  finished 
some  lime  previous  with  a  view  to  his  being  obliged  to  make  his  present 
retrograde  towards  the  Chattahoochee.  The  lines  were  formed,  and  by  nightfall 
the  three  corps  had  skirmished  themselves  into  position  close  up  to  the  enemy'* 
works,  having  fully  developed  their  situation  and  strength.  Quite  a  number  of 
prisoners  ana  stragglers  were  picked  up  during  the  day,  about  five  htmdttd 
being  reported. 

The  next  morning,  July  4th,  the  line  of  battle  was  readjusted,  and  during 
the  afternoon  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  driven  into  his  main  works,  and 
our  main  line  was  advanced  a  short  distance,  our  skirmishers  intrenching 
themselves  on  the  line  formerly  occupied  by  those  of  the  enemy. 

At  4  a.  m.  on  the  5th,  information  was  received  that  the  enemy  badevacutted 
his  fortifications  and  our  troops  were  in  possession  of  them.  A  pursuit  was  ordered 
and  made  in  three  columns :  Howard's  corps  on  the  left,  ooming  op  with  the 
enemy  near  Pace's  ferry  over  the  Chattahoochee,  just  as  he  had  safely  effected  » 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS.  227 

crossing  of  the  river  at  that  point  and  had  cut  loose  the  pontoon  bridge  on  which 
he  had  crossed.  Our  skirmishers  advanced  to  the  bank  of  the  stream,  and  batteries 
were  j)laced  in  position  on  the  high  ground  behind,  from  which  thej  kept  up  a 
vigorous  shelling  of  the  opposite  shore.  Palmer's  corps  got  to  within  a  mile 
of  the  river,  where  he  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  a  commanding  hill, 
occupying  a  strong  earthwork  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  railroad  bridge. 
This  force  was  ascertained  to  be  Hardee's  corps.  General  Hooker  found  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  crossing  Nickajack  creek,  not  having  effected  it  at 
nightfall.  The  railroad  and  telegraph  were  repaired  and  placed  in  running 
order  to  Vining*s  station,  eight  miles  south  of  Mariettii. 

On  the  6th  Hooker's  corps  crossed  to  the  east  side  of  Nickajack  creek, 
the  commands  of  Palmer  and  Howard  remaining  in  the  same  positi  )n  as  yester- 
day ;  McCook*8  cavalry  took  posession  of  Power's  feiTy,  about  five  miles  from 
Pace's  ferry.  The' corps  commanders  were  directed  to  remain  as  at  present 
p08ted,  camping  their  commands  in  the  shade  as  much  as  possible  and  resting 
the  men  all  they  could.  In  the  mean  time  details  were  directed  to  be  sent  to 
the  rear  to  procure  clothing,  &c.,  of  which  the  troops  stood  sorely  in  need. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  given,  a  strong  skirmish  line  was  advanced  on 
the  9th,  to  feel  the  enemy's  position  and  to  ascertain  if  he  were  si  ill  in  force  on 
the  Marietta  side  of  the  river  at  the  railroad  bridge.  His  position  was  found  to 
be  unchanged  skice  the  5th  instant.  General  Howard  sent  Newton's  division 
of  his  command  to  the  support  of  Garrard's  division  of  cavalry,  which  had 
seized  Rosewell's  factory  and  the  fords  in  its  vicinity,  Newton  to  bo  relieved  by 
troops  from  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  then  moving  towards  Roswell  via> 
Marietta. 

On  the  10th  the  enemy  evacuated  his  fortifications  on  our  side  of  the  river 
and  fell  back  towards  Atlanta,  destroying  in  his  retreat  the  railroad  and  wagon 
bridges.  The  corps  commanders  were  directed  to  throw  forward  a  line  of  skir- 
mishers and  occupy  the  abandoned  works.  Greneral  Howard  was  directed  t^ 
move  to  the  left  with  the  remaining  two  divisions  of  the  corps  and  take  post 
within  supporting  distance  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  near  the  mouth  of  Soap' 
creek. 

On  the  12th  BLoward's  corps  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  at  Power's  ferry 
and  advanced  to  Abemathy's  house,  where  he  formed  on  the  right  of  the  army 
of  the  Ohio,  which  had  crossed  at  Phillips^s  ferry  a  few  days  previous.  A. 
deserter  belonging  to  Walker's  division,  Hardee's  corps,  who  came  into  our  lines 
on  the  13th,  stated  that  Johnston's  army  was  stationed  around  Atlanta,  within 
a  circuit  of  four  miles,  and  that  the  fortifications  of  that  place  were  being  rapidly 
strengthened.  In  the  mean  time  the  citizens  were  leaving  for  further  south,  and 
the  govcniment  property  was  being  removed.  McCook's  division  of  cavalry 
moved  on  the  15th  to  a  position  near  Vining's  station  and  went  into  camp,  his 
instructions  being  to  post  his  command  along  the  north  bank  of  the  river  between 
Pace's  and  Turner's  ferries,  as  soon  as  the  balance  of  the  troops  had  crossed, 
and  guard  the  rear  of  the  army. 

On  the  17th,  according  to  instructions  given  the  night  previous.  General. 
Howard  sent  Wood's  division  of  his  corps  down  along  the  south  bank  of  the 
river  to  a  position  across  the  Pace's  Ferry  road,  leading  to  Atlanta,  to  cover  the- 
laying  of  a  pontoon  bridge  at  the  ferry.  As  soon  as  Wood's  troops  had  brushed 
away  the  enemy's  pickets  lining  the  south  bank,  leaving  the  pontoon  train 
under  charge  of  Colonel  G.  P.  13uell,  58th  Indiana  volunteers,  was  moved  for- 
ward to  the  river,  and  a  bridge  laid  with  remarkable  celerity  and  precision  by 
11  a.  m.,  and  shortly  afterwards  a  second.  As  soon  as  the  first  bridge  was 
completed.  Palmer's  corps  commenced  crossing,  and  immediately  after  Palmer's, 
General  Hooker's  command  went  over.  Palmer's  advance  divi.-^ion  (Davis's)* 
relieved  Wood's  division  of  Howard's  command,  and  the  latter  immediately 
proceeded  to  rejoin  the  balance  of  its  corps  at  Abemathy's  house.    About  a 
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mile  beyond  the  river  Davis*8  divipion  came  upon  the  enemy  in  some  force, 
posted  among  the  turnings  of  the  hills,  who  fired  upon  his  advance,  and,  after 
some  show  of  resistance,  fell  back  towards  Nancy's  creek.  The  column  w« 
again  set  in  motion,  and  proceeded  to  near  Kyle's  bridge,  over  Nancy's  creek, 
where  line  was  formed  Ly  Palmer's  corps  with  Hooker's  corps  on  its  left 
Palmer's  skirmishers  being  pushed  out  from  his  right  towards  the  junction  of 
Nancy's  and  Peach  Tree  creeks.     Light  skirmishing  continued  until  dark. 

Oil  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  whole  command  crossed  Nancy's  creek,  and 
driving  the  enemy  before  it  in  its  advance,  pushed  forward  to  a  position  in  front 
of  the  old  Peach  Tree  road,  leading  from  Turner's  ferry  to  Decatur  ;  Palmer's 
right  resting  near  the  junction  of  Nancy's  and  Peach  'Tree  creeks,  with  Hook- 
er's corps  on  his  left.  Hooker's  left  connecting  with  Howard's  corps  at  Buck 
Head. 

The  advance  of  Howard's  corps,  moving  down  tho  main  road  leading  from 
Buck  Head  to  Atlanta,  reached  the  crossing  of  Peach  Tree  creek  at  6.30  a.  m. 
on  the  19th,  finding  the  bridge  destroyed  and  a  pretty  fair  infantry  work,  con- 
structed as  a  bridge-head  just  beyond,  manned  with  infantry.  During  the  af- 
ternoon a  crossing  was  forced  by  Wood's  division,  a  short  distance  below  the 
Buck  Head  and  Atlanta  road,  and  by  Stanley's  above,  both  divisions  effecting  a 
lodgement  on  the  south  side  by  dark,  the  enemy  stubbornly  resisting  theii  ad- 
vance. By  direction  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  military  division, 
Stanley's  and  Wood's  divisions  of  Howard's  command  were  closed  to  the  left 
on  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  which  was  moving  on  a  road  leading  to  Decatur,  leav- 
ing Newton's  division  of  Howard's  corps  to  the  right  of  the  Buck  Head  and  At- 
lanta road. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  I9th,  parts  of  Hooker's  and  Palmer's  corps  were 
crossed  over  to  the  south  side  of  Peach  Tree  creek,  the  latter  meeting  with 
considerable  resistance.  The  whole  command  was  across  at  an  early  hour  on 
the  20th,  and  the  line  was  adjusted.  The  left  and  centre  advanced  to  feel  the 
enemy  during  the  afternoon,  and  while  on  open  ground,  and  unprotected  by  anj 
works,  wore  assaulted  furiously,  the  attack  falling  first  on  Newton's  division, 
which  gallantly  stood  its  ground,  repelling  charge  after  charge,  although  hi« 
left  was  very  much  exposed  throughout  the  contest ;  ther.ce  sweeping  towards 
the  right  they  assaulted  Hooker's  corps  and  the  left  brigade  (McCook's)  of 
Johnson's  division  of  Palmer's  corps.  Each  assault  of  the  enemy  was  met 
gallantly  by  the  whole  line  and  hurled  back,  our  men  not  yielding  a  foot  of 
ground.  The  lighting  continued  throughout  the  afternoon  until  sundown,  when 
the  enemy,  repulsed  at  all  points,  fell  back  to  his  works.  Our  loss  was  severe, 
numbering  1,(500  in  killed  and  wounded,  but  judging  from  the  number  of  the  en- 
emy's dead  left  on  the  field  and  buried  by  us,  (200  being  found  in  Newton's 
front  alone,)  his  loss  must  have  been  much  greater.  We  captured  360  priaon- 
ers,  of  whom  122  were  wounded,  besides  several  stands  of  C(»loi*s,  small  annst 
&c.  Wood's  and  Stanley's  divisions  of  Howard's  corps  drove  the  enemy  from 
two  lines  of  outer  works,  capturing  some  prisoners,  and  developed  a  strong  liue 
of  works  still  further  on,  and  within  three  miles  of  Atlanta. 

During  the  21st  there  was  considerable  skirmishing  along  our  entire  line,  our 
forces  in  the  meantime  crowding  up  to  the  rebel  main  line  of  works,  which  were 
quite  formidable.  During  the  night  of  the  21st  the  enemy  fell  back  to  thefo^ 
tifications  immodiately  encircling  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and  at  an  early  hour  on 
the  22d  I  had  disposed  my  troops  confronting  the  new  lino  of  defences  taken 
up  by  him.  Palmer's  corps  still  held  the  right  of  my  line,  with  his  left  reBting 
near  the  Western  and  Atlantic  railroad,  2 J  miles  northwest  of  Atlanta,  connect- 
ing at  that  point  with  General  Hooker's  corps,  which  latter  continued  the  line 
around  to  the  main  Buck  Head  and  Atlantic  road,  where  Howard's  corps  took 
it  up;  Howard's  left  connecting  with  General  Schofield's  anny  near  VohnA 
Howard's  house,  on  a  road  leading  to  Atlanta,  about  Ij^  mUe  Boatheast  of  the 
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main  Back  Head  road.  The  position  chosen  by  ns  was  a  strong  one,  and  by 
nightfall  of  the  22d  had  been  greatly  strcngtliened  by  earthworks,  and  it  having 
been  ascertained  that  from  several  points  Atlanta  could  be  reached  with  rifled 
artillery,  orders  were  given  to  keep  up  a  steady  fire  upon  the  town,  night  and 
day.  McCook's  division  of  cavalry  was  crossed  to  the  east  side  of  the  river  and 
posted  on  the  right  of  my  army  along  Proctor's  creek,  extending  over  towards 
Mason  and  Turner's  ferry  on  the  Chattahoochee. 

Greneral  Rousseau's  expedition  reached  Marietta  on  the  22d  from  Opelika, 
where  he  had  been  sent  to  break  the  West  Point  and  Montgomery  railroad. 
He  left  Decatur,  Alabama,  on  the  10th  instant,  with  a  mounted  force  number- 
ing 2,/>00  men,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  gives  the  result  of  his  expedition 
as  follows : 

"The  whole  length  of  railroad  destroyed  was  over  thirty  (30)  miles,  includ- 
ing a  number  of  trestle  bridges,  a  water-tank  at  Nota-Sulga,  the  station  build- 
ings, &c„  at  Opelika,  Auburk,  Loachapaka,  and  Nota-Sulga,  and  considerable 
sopplies  and  materials  at  each  of  these  points." 

The  enemy  under  General  Clauton  was  met  at  Ten  Island  ford,  on  the  Coosa 
river,  where  he  endeavored  to  dispute  the  pas.sage  of  the  expedition,  but  after  a 
spirited  skirmish  was  driven  off  with  some  loss.  Again,  near  Chchaw  station, 
the  enemy  made  an  effort  to  prevent  the  disablement  of  the  railroad,  but  after 
a  stubborn  resistance  was  obliged  to  retire,  leaving  in  our  hands  about  40  of  his 
dead  and  a  large  number  of  wounded.  The  command  started  from  Opelika  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  19th  to  return, -and  marching  via  Carrolton  and  Villi  Rica, 
reached  Marietta  on  the  22d  without  meeting  with  any  opposition.  Allhough 
Greneral  Rousseau  received  his  instructions  direct  from  the  major  general  com- 
manding the  military  division,  the  expedition  having  been  made  up  from  troops 
belonging  to  my  command,  I  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  their  operations  of- 
ficially, for  a  detailed  account  of  which  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accom- 
panying official  report  of  Major  General  Rousseau. 

From  the  22d  to  the  28th  of  the  month  the  position  of  my  troops  remained 
unchanged,  with  the  exception  that  at  some  points  ground  was  gained  at  tl>e 
front,  and  the  general  line  shortened.  Good  permanent  bridges  were  construct- 
ed across  the  Chattahoochee  at  Pace's  ferry,  and  at  the  railroad  crossing,  the 
e^ntoon  bridges  at  those  two  points  being  taken  up  and  placed  in  condition  for 
tnre  movements. 

On  the  29th  Davis's  division  of  Palmer's  corps,  (14th,)  supported  by  Ward's 
division  of  the  20th,  was  sent  to  take  post  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  army, 
beyond  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  with  directions  to  pu^h  out  towards  the 
Macon  and  Western  railroad,  and  endeavor  to  reach  it,  if  possible  to  do  so  with- 
out bringing  on  a  general  engagement.  Davis's  skirmishers  had  not  proceeded 
far  beyond  the  Green's  Ferry  road  when  they  came  upon  those  of  the  enemy 
intrenched.  Line  was  then  formed  in  front  of  the  road,  and  connexion  esUib- 
lished  with  the  right  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  In  this  position  the  troops 
remained  for  the  night.  By  a  reconnoissance  made  on  the  31st  by  Davis's  di- 
visioD,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  between  him  and  the  rail- 
road, and  posted  in  earthworks,  from  which  they  opened  on  him  with  canister. 
AfVer  having  developed  the  enemy's  position,  the  division  returned  to  its  former 

Sosition  along  the  Green's  Ferry  road.  The  third  division  of  cavalry,  Briga- 
ier  General  Judson  Kilpatrick  commanding,  stationed  along  the  railroad  be- 
tween Carters ville  and  Resaca,  has  been  particularly  active  throughout  the 
month,  patroling  and  scouting  the  country  thoroughly,  and  guarding  the  rail- 
road. The  first  and  second  aivisions  of  cavalry,  acting  under  instructions  di- 
rect from  the  major  general  commanding  the  military  division,  were  absent  on 
a  movement  against  the  enemy's  communications  towards  Macon  at  the  close  of 
the  month.     Mention  of  their  operations  will  be  made  hereafter. 
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I  have  tbe  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  consolidated  return  of  casualties ;  i 
return  of  prisoners  and  deserters  received  during  the  month,  and  a  report  from 
the  chief  of  ordnance,  giving  amount  of  ammunition  expended,  &c. 

The  detailed  reports  of  operations  of  the  subordinate  commanders  will  be  for 
warded  as  soon  as  handed  in. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General   U.  jS.  F.,  Commanding, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  M.  Sawvbr, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


Report  of  casualties  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  during  the  month  of  /«/yi 

1864. 
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Report  of  prisoners  of  war  and  rebel  deserters  received  and  disposed  of  during 
the  month  of  July,  1864. 
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Report  of  arms  captured,  lost,  and  becoming  surplus  tn  the  army  of  the  Oum- 
berlandfor  lite  month  of  July^  1864. 


i 

6 

>k 

1 

1 
1 

a 

f 

3 

•c 

CO 

1 

f 

•c 

S 
'S 

\i 

H 

Captnred 

Lost 

1    303 

143 

96 

291 

21 

798 

1      73 

274 

347 

Surplus 

r'' 

l,22G 

17 

6 

2 

u 

1 

2,412 

R«»pectfully  submitted : 


H.  M.  DUFFIELD, 
Litut.  Ninth  Mich.  V.  V.  L  and  A.  P,  M.  G.,  D,  C. 


Expenditures  of  artillery  and  small^arm  ammunition  in  the  army  of  the  Cum' 
hertand  for  tfie  month  ending  July  31,  1864. 

Artillery  ammunition. — Number  of  rounds  20-pounder  Parrott,  2,344;  number 
of  rounds  12-pounder  Parrott,  4,115;  number  of  rounds  3-inch  Rodman,  8,261; 
number  of  rounds  12-pounder  light  gun,  6,814;  number  of  rounds  24-pounder 
howitzer,  185;  total  number  rounds  artillery  ammunition,  21,719. 

timall-arm  ammunition, — E.  B.  cartridges,  calibre  57  and  58,  2,256,720; 
Henry  rifle  cartridges,  2,000;  Spencer  rifle  cartridges,  41,978;  Colt's  rifle  car- 
tridges, 3,710;  total  number  of  rounds  of  small-arm  ammunition,  2,304,409. 

T.  G.  BAYLOR. 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Ordnance,  D,  C^ 

Near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  31,  1864. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Atlanta,  Ga„  ISepiemher  13,  1864. 

Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  month  of  August,  1864. 

On  the  Ist  instant  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  was  in  position,  as  hereto- 
fore reported,  viz :  Palmer's  corps  (I4th)  on  the  right,  posted  between  the 
Turner's  Ferry  road  and  the  Western  and  Atlantic  railroad,  facing  a  little  south 
of  east ;  Williams's  corps  (20th)  in  the  centre,  extending  from  the  railroad 
around  to  the  Buck  Head  road  ;  Stanley's  corps  (4th)  on  the  left,  between  the 
Buck  Head  road  and  Howard's  house,  on  roaas  leading  from  Buck  Head  and 
Atlanta.  Stanley's  left  being  refused  so  as  to  cover  the  Buck  Head  road,  Gar- 
rard's division  of  cavalry  took  post  on  the  left  of  Stanley's  corps,  with  instruc- 
tions to  patrol  tiie  approaches  to  the  left  of  the  army  from  Decatur  and  Roswell 
factory ;  Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry  was  ordered  to  take  post  on  the  rail- 
road between  Marietta  and  the  bridge  over  tlie  Chattahoochee.  The  army  of  the 
Cumberland  held  the  left  nf  the  grand  line  investing  Atlanta,  besides  sending 
two  divisions  (Ward's  of  the  20th,  and  Davis's  of  the  14th)  to  the  support  of 
the  troops  of  other  commands,  operating  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  grand 
army. 

Major  General  Palmer  was  directed  on  the  2d  to  move  with  the  two  remain- 
ing divisions  of  his  corps  to  a  position  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  army  of  the 
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Ohio,  then  operating  on  the  extreme  right  towards  East  Point;  Brigadier  General 
Williams,  commanding  the  20th  corps,  was  directed  to  occupy  the  works  va- 
cated by  the  troops  of  General  Palmer's  command,  on  his  right,  by  extendiug 
his  line  in  that  direction,  and  Ward's  division  was  recalled  from  the  support  of 
the  army  of  the  Ohio  to  enable  General  Williams  more  fully  to  carry  out  the 
above  instnictions.  The  withdrawal  of  Palmer's  corps  left  me  with  the  4th  and 
20th  corps  to  hold  a  line  of  works  nearly  five  mile^  in  length,  approaching  at 
some  points  to  within  300  yards  of  the  enemy's  fortifications. 

On  the  3d  ]\rajor  General  Stanley'  pushed  forward  a  strong  line  of  skirmiehert, 
and  succeeded  in  carrying  the  enemy's  picket  line  on  the  whole  corps  front,  ex- 
cepting on  the  extreme  right  of  his  line,  where  his  men  were  met  by  a  reiy 
destructive  fire  of  musketry  and  canister.  The  enemy  opened  from  at  least 
twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  Our  loss  was  about  thirty  killed  and  wounded,  but 
we  captured  quite  a  number  of  prisoners,  besides  gaining  considerable  infonnt- 
tion  regarding  the  positions  of  the  enemy's  troops  and  fortifications. 

Both  Stanley's  and  Williams's  skirmishers  again  pressed  those  of  the  enemy 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  with  a  view  of  diverting  his  attention  from  the 
movements  of  the  armies  of  the  Tennessee  and  of  the  Ohio,  on  our  right.  Pal- 
mer's corps,  which  had  been  placed  in  position  on  the  right  of  the  army  of  the 
Ohio  by  direction  of  Major  General  Sherman,  pushed  out  from  along  Ollej's 
creek,  and  pressed  close  up  to  the  enemy's  works,  capturing  a  strong  line  of 
rifle-pits,  vigorously  defended.  Our  loss  was  considerable,  but  we  took  one 
hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  and  gained  an  advantageous  position.  At  the  close 
of  the  engagement  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  and  our  own  were  only  thirtj 
yards  apart.  Our  main  line  was  moved  up  to  within  four  hundred  yards  of  thai 
of  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of  the  Gth  the  enemy  felt  our  line  at  various 
points  from  right  to  left,  seemingly  persistent  in  his  efforts  to  find  a  weak  p)lnt 
m  the  latter  direction — on  the  line  of  Sttmley's  corps.  From  information  gained 
by  us  through  various  sources,  more  or  less  reliable,  we  learned  the  enemj  had 
posted  his  militia,  supported  by  one  division  of  his  veterans,  on  that  part  of  his 
line  immediately  confronting  the  4th  and  20th  corps,  and  that  he  used  the  bal- 
ance of  his  army  in  extending  his  line  to  the  left  towards  East  Point,  as  our 
movements  in  the  same  direction  threatened  his  possession  of  the  railroad. 
Although  this  necessitated  his  holding  a  large  extent  of  ground,  he  formed  his 
troops  on  very  advantageous  ridges,  strengthened  by  works  of  a  most  impregna- 
ble character,  rendering  an  assault  on  our  part  unjustifiable,  from  the  usfle?s 
sacrifice  of  life  it  would  entail.  While  the  enemy  was  busily  engaged  fortify- 
ing, our  troops  were  not  idle.  Our  position  was  also  soon  rendered  impregnable 
to  assault,  and  a  constant  shelling  of  the  enemy's  fortifications  and  the  city  of 
Atlanta  was  kept  up  day  and  night.  In  tbe  meanwhile  supplies  of  rations  and 
clothinpc  were  being  rapidly  accumulated  at  the  front,  and  our  men  enjoyed  a 
season  of  rest — ?ueh  rest  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  trenches.  On  the  6th,  Major 
General  John  M.  Palmer  having  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  14ih 
army  corps  at  his  own  request.  Brigadier  General  II.  W.  Johnson,  the  senior 
division  commander,  took  command  of  the  corps. 

On  the  7th,  under  General  Johnson's  direction,  the  corps  advanced  upon  the 
enemy's  works  in  his  front,  and  moving  rapidly  carried  the  first  line  of  rifle-pite. 
capturing  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  prisoners,  and  driving  the  enemy  tn 
their  main  work.-?.  The  entire  line  of  the  14th  corps  was  then  advanced  and 
fortified.  Our  loss  during  the  6th  and  7th,  in  the  14th  corps,  was  seventy  killtd 
and  four  hundred  and  thirteen  wounded,  including  seventeen  ofiicers. 

Brigadier  General  E.  M.  McCook,  commanding  second  cavalry  division,  it- 
ports  as  follows  the  result  of  his  expedition  to  cut  the  enemy's  railroad  comiDO- 
nications  to  Macon  and  West  Point.  His  instructions  are  specified  in  Spedil 
Field  Orders  No.  42,  of  July  26,  headquarters  military  division  of  the  MiMiMippi: 
**  Two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Atlanta  and  West  Point  railroad  and  telegraph 
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▼ire  destrojed  near  Lovcjoy's  station,  eleven  thousand  wagons  burned,  two 
thousand  mules  killed  or  disabled,  one  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  one  thousand 
Backs  of  com,  and  three  hundred  sacks  of  flour  destroyed,  besides  large  quantities 
of  bacon  and  tobacco.*' 

He  carried  out  his  orders  and  accomplished  all  he  was  directed  to  without 
opposition,  and  it  was  only  when  the  command  started  on  its  return  that  General 
McCook  ascertained  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  between  him  and  McDonough, 
at  which  latter  place  he  had  expected  to  form  a  junction  with  General  Stone- 
man's  expedition.  Finding  the  enemy  across  his  road  in  that  direction,  and 
being  burdened  with  a  good  many  prisoners  and  considerable  captured  property, 
General  McCook  turned  towards  the  Chattahoochee  river  by  way  of  Newman,  on 
the  West  Point  railroad,  and  while  on  his  way  to  that  place  was  attacked  by 
Jackson's  division  of  cavalry,  which  he  repulsed.  Near  Newman  the  railroad  was 
cat  in  three  places.  Between  there  and  the  river  he  was  surrounded  by  an 
overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  supported  by  a  large  infantry  force. 
These  troops  he  attacked  in  the  hope  of  cutting  his  way  through  them,  and  in 
doing  so  broke  the  whole  right  of  their  line,  riding  over  Ross's  Texas  cavalry 
brigade,  and  making;  General  Ross  and  his  staff  prisoners.  The  enemy  sent 
firesh  troops  to  supply  the  place  of  those  shattered  by  McCook 's  charge,  when 
the  latter,  finding  he  could  not  break  their  line  permanently,  directed  his  brigade 
commanders  to  cut  their  way  out  with  their  commands,  and  endeavor  to  cross 
the  Chattahoochee  by  detachments.  In  this  they  were  successful,  but  with  the 
loss  of  their  artillery  ;  the  latter,  however,  was  deliberately  destroyed  before  be- 
ing abandoned. 

All  the  prisoners  captured  by  us,  about  four  hundred  in  number,  were  also 
turned  loose.  General  McCook's  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  as  well 
as  in  material,  is  great,  but  that  of  the  enemy  is  considered  much  greater  pro- 
portionately, and  is  even  so  acknowledged  by  themselves.  For  details  I  have 
the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  General  McCook  accompanying  this. 

About  the  10th  information  reached  me  that  the  enemy's  entire  cavalry  force 
was  concentrating  in  the  neighborhood  of  Monticello  and  on  the  Ocmulgee  river. 
Refugees  and  deserters  from  the  enemy  stated  that  it  was  intended  to  send  this 
large  concentration  of  cavalry  under  Wheeler  on  a  raid  into  Tennessee  against 
onr  communication. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  the  enemy's  cavalry,  said  to  be  6,000  strong, 
attacked  Dalton.  Colonel  Laibold,  (second  Missouri  infantry,)  commanding  the 
post,  occupied  the  fort  with  a  small  command,  and  bravely  defended  his  position 
until  re-enforced. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  Major  General  Steedman,  with  two  regi- 
ments of  white  and  six  companies  of  colored  troops,  arrived  at  Dalton  from 
Chattanooga  and  immediately  attacked  the  enemy,  driving  him  off  towards  Spring 
Place,  after  four  hours'  figliting.  The  enemy's  loss  was  heavy ;  he  left  his  dead 
and  wounded  on  the  field.  Our  loss  was  forty  killed  and  nfty-five  wounded ; 
we  captured  about  fifty  (50)  wounded  and  two  (2)  surgeons.  Before  appearing 
in  front  of  Dalton  Wheeler's  men  had  destroyed  about  two  miles  of  track  on 
the  railroad  south  of  Dalton,  but  by  noon  of  the  17th  the  road  was  again  in 
running  order.  Believing  General  Steedman  to  have  sufficient  troops  -at  his 
disposal  to  beat  off  any  further  attack  on  the  railroad,  our  whole  attention  i^as 
directed  to  the  reduction  of  Atlanta,  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  determined  to 
take  advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  make  one  more  effort 
to  break  the  Macon  and  Western  railroad.  Accordingly,  on  the  18th,  Brigadier 
General  J.  Kilpatrick,  commanding  third  cavalry  division,  was  directed  to  attack 
and  destroy  both  railroads,  and  for  this  purjiose  he  was  re-enforced  by  two 
brigades  taken  from  Garrard's  cavalry  division,  stationed  on  the  left  of  the  army. 
With  this  fi)rce,  numbering  in  all  about  four  thousand  men,  and  two  batteries  of 
artillery.  General  Kilpatrick  moved  out  fiom  Sandtown  on  the  evening  of  the 
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IStli.  He  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets,  when  only  a  short  distance  out  fipom 
Sand  town,  on  the  Chattahoochee,  and  skirmished  with  them  to  Jonesbnro*,  on 
the  Macon  railroad,  driring  them  thniugh  that  place.  For  six  hoars  the  com- 
mand was  engaged  destroying  the  track,  &c.,  until  near  midnight  of  the  19th, 
when  part  of  his  command  was  attacked  one  mile  below  the  town  and  driven  in, 
but  subsequently  the  enemy  was  repulsed.  Towards  daylight  of  the  20th  he 
moved  in  the  direction  of  McDonough,  and  thence  across  the  country  back  to 
the  railroad  near  Lovcjoy's  station,  reaching  that  point  at  about  11  a.  m.  on  the 
20th.  There  he  met  a  brigade  of  infantry,  and  although  repulsed  at  first,  finally 
checked  the  advantage  being  gained  by  the  enemy  and  drove  him  back  with 
heavy  loss.  While  thus  engaged  fighting  infantry,  a  heavy  force  of  cavahy 
with  artillery  came  up  in  his  rear,  and  he  found  he  was  completely  enveloped. 
Determining  at  once  to  break  the  enemy's  line  and  extricate  his  command  from 
its  delicate  position,  he  decided  to  ride  over  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  retire  on 
McDonough.  The  movement  was  successfully  made,  and  resulted  in  a  complete 
rout  of  Jackson's  cavalry  division,  numbering  4,000  men,  leaving  in  our  band« 
four  (4)  guns,  three  (3)  battle-flags,  and  all  his  wagons.  Some  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  the  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  known  to  be  large.  Re- 
forming his  command,  Kilpatrick  fought  the  enemy's  infantry  for  an  hour  longer, 
when,  finding  his  men  running  out  of  ammunition,  he  retired  in  the  direction  of 
Latimer's  and  Decatur  without  further  molestation,  reaching  the  latter  place  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  22d.  For  details  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  Grcneral 
Kilpatrick's  official  report,  forwarded  herewith,  as  also  to  that  of  Lieutenant  G. 
A.  Robinson,  commanding  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  battery,  and  to  an  article  in 
the  Chattanooga  Rebel,  published  at  Griffin,  Greorgia,  August  25. 

Pending  the  above  movements  to  break  the  enemy's  railroad  communication, 
the  troops  in  front  of  the  city  kept  up  a  constant  shelling  of  the  fortifications 
and  buildings  of  Atlanta,  and,  as  refugees  informed  us,  with  marked  eflfect. 

The  heavy  cavalry  force  under  Wheeler  still  continued  to  threaten  our  rail- 
road in  northern  Georgia  and  East  Tennessee,  without  seriously  interrupting 
communication  with  Chattanooga  and  Nashville.  This,  however,  gave  us  no 
uneasiness,  as  we  had  a  good  accumulation  of  supplies  within  safe  proximity  to 
the  main  army. 

A  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  under  Roddy  had  made  its  appearance  in 
northern  Alabama,  threatening  to  cross  the  Tennessee  river  near  Decatur  with  a 
view  of  destroying  the  railroad  between  that  place  and  Nashville.  Again,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Clarksville,  Tennessee,  and  Fort  Donalson,  the  enemy  had  be».*ome 
troublesome,  although  without  doing  very  material  damage.  To  the  discretion  and 
good  judgment  of  Major  Generals  Rousseau  and  Steedman,  commanding  respect- 
ively the  district  of  the  Tennessee  and  of  the  Etowah,  and  to  Brigadier  (Jeneral 
R.  S.  Granger,  commanding  the  district  of  northern  Alabama,  was  left  the  dis- 
posal of  the  troops  and  the  defence  of  our  communications  with  our  depots  at 
the  north. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  Special  Field  Order  No.  57, 
headquarters  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  (appended  marked  A,)  pro- 
mulgated to  my  corps  commanders  on  the  16th  August,  everything  was 
placed  in  readiness  for  the  execution  of  the  contemplated  movements  by  the 
time  mention(?d.  The  major  general  commanding  the  military  division  baring, 
however,  decidcid  to  await  the  return  of  General  Kilpatrick's  expedition,  the  armT 
of  the  Cumberland  did  not  withdraw  from  its  works  until  aft«r  dark  on  the 
night  of  the  2oth.  Stanley's  corps,  as  directed  from  my  headquarters,  (see  in- 
structions to  Generals  Stanley,  Williams,  and  Garrard,)  commenced  the  movement 
by  withdrawing  from  the  position  he  then  held  on  the  left  of  the  army  to  a  lin* 
of  ridges  and  high  ground  beyond  and  to  the  rear  of  the  position  where  the  right 
C'f  the  20th  corps  resteil.  Here  he  remained  and  covered  the  withdrawal  of  ih« 
20th  corps;  the  latter  having  been  ordered  to  take  post  on  the  Chattahoochee  tt 
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the  railroad  bridge  and  at  Pace's  and  Tamer's  ferries.  Garrard's  division  of 
cavalry  covered  the  movements  of  the  4th  and  20th  corps,  then  crossed  the 
Chattahoochee  at  Pace's  ferry  on  the  26th,  and  recrossing  at  the  bridge  at  Sand- 
town  on  the  27th,  took  post  on  Stanley's  left,  picketing  Utoy  creek  from  Utoy 
post  office  to  Sandtown. 

The  above  movements  were  successfully  executed,  both  corps  being  in  the 
positions  indicated  at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  26th.  At  9  a.  m.  of 
the  same  day  Stanley  withdrew  still  further,  to  a  point  along  Utoy  creek,  post- 
ing his  command  on  some  ridges  facing  the  creek  and  across  the  Sandtown  road. 

The  14th  corps,  then  commanded  by  Brevet  Major  General  J.  C.  Davis,  drew 
oat  from  the  position  it  had  last  held  on  the  right  of  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee,  and  moving  across  Utoy  creek  took  post  on  the  right  of  Stanley's  corps. 
Garrard's  division  of  cavalry  was  directed  to  operate  on  the  left  and  rear  of  the 
army,  while  Kilpatrick's  division  was  similarly  employed  on  the  right. 

On  the  27th  Stanley's  corps  moved  to  Mount  Gilead  church,  and  forming  line 
of  battle  along  the  road  leading  to  Fairbum,  skirmished  lightly  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry.  The  14th  corps  (Davis'a)  moved  as  far  as  Uolbrook's  house,  on  the 
Oampbelltown  road,  advancing  one  brigade  to  Patterson's  house,  about  a  mile 
beyond,  to  cover  the  wagon  trains  of  the  corps.  The  20th  corps  Vas  securely 
in  position  on  the  Chattahoochee  river,  guarding  the  crossings  and  protecting 
the  depots  at  Marietta.  Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum  assumed  command  of  the 
corps  hy  virtue  of  General  Order  No.  — ,  War  Department. 

At  daylight  on  the  28th,  Davis's  corps  moved  from  its  encampment  near  Hol- 
brook's  house  to  Mount  Gilead  church,  thence  past  the  left  of  Stanley's  corps, 
taking  the  road  leading  from  Redwine's  honse  to  Red  Oak  on  the  West  Point 
railroad.  Davis  reached  the  railroad  at  4  p.  m.  and  posted  his  corps  on  the 
right  of  it,  facing  towaixls  East  Point.  Stanley 'd  command  came  up  immediately 
after  Davis's,  and  formed  line  on  the  left  of  the  road.  In  this  position  the  com- 
mand remained  for  the  night.  Shortly  after  dark  orders  were  issued  to  destroy 
the  road  by  burning  the  ties  and  twisting  the  rails  after  heating.  The  work  of 
destruction  was  continued  throughout  the  night  of  the  28th,  and  during  part  of 
the  29th,  and  when  completed  the  railroad  had  been  thoroughly  dismantled  for  a 
distance  of  two  miles  north  of  my  line,  and  a  little  over  a  mile  south  of  it. 

About  6  a.  m.  on  the  30th  the  14th  and  4th  corps  moved  from  Red  Oak 
towards  the  Macon  railroad.  The  14th  corps  (Davis)  concentrated  at  Flat  Shoal 
church  about  9  a.  m.,  and  after  resting  for  an  hour  moved  on  in  an  easterly 
direction  towai'ds  Couch's  house  on  the  Decatur  and  Fayetteville  road,  at  which 
point  line  was  formed  and  the  command  went  into  camp. 

Communication  was  opened  with  the  army  of  the  Temiessee  at  Reufro's  house, 
two  miles  south  of  Couch's.  The  4th  corps  formed  on  the  left  of  the  14th,  its 
right  extending  beyond  Mann's  house,  the  line  of  the  corps  running  in  a  north- 
westerly direction  from  Couch's.  The  advance  divisions  of  both  corps  shirmished 
with  the  enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry  during  the  day,  and  by  sundown  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  at  Morrow's  mill,  on  Crooked  creek, 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  left  of  Stanley's  corps.  Up  to 
dark  no  communication  had  been  established  with  the  army  of  the  Ohio.  Gar- 
rard's cavalry  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Red  Oak,  guarding  the  left  and  rear 
of  the  army. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3ist  Stanley's  corps  moved  to  Marrow's  mill,  where  it 
fonnd  the  enemy  in  intrenchments,  very  well  finished,  but  occupied  only  by 
dismounted  cavalry ;  those  were  driven  out. 

The  army  of  the  Ohio  having  come  up,  both  commanders  pushed  out  for  the 
railroad,  which  was  reached  at  the  Big  bend  between  Rougn-and-Ready,  and 
Jonesboro'.  General  Stanley  posted  his  corps  between  the  railroad  and  Crooked 
creek,  and  in  that  position  remained  for  the  night.  Part  of  the  14th  corps, 
under  Brigadier  General  Baird,  made  reconnoissance  and  demonstration  in  front 


236  REPORT   OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

of  Couch's  house,  and  reached  the  ]Macon  and  Weetern  railroad  about  two  miles 
north  of  Jonesboro'  with  the  advanced  brigade,  and  destroyed  about  one  mile  of 
the  track  during  the  afternoon  and  night,  although  constantly  annoyed  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry.  "Whilst  in  this  position  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry was  seen  moving  in  a  southerly  direction,  on  a  road  still  to  the  eastward 
of  the  one  held  by  them.  8ome  stragglers  belonging  to  this  column  were  picked 
up  by  our  skirmishers,  and  from  them  it  was  ascertained  that  the  troops  we  sav 
moving  were  Hardee's  and  Lee's  corps 

Up  to  this  period  the  enemy  had  evidently  been  deceived  as  to  the  nature 
and  strength  of  our  movement  on  his  communications,  and  only  at  this  late  hour 
had  he  detached  any  considerable  force  from  the  army  in  Atlanta. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  being  hearily 
attacked  in  the  position  it  had  taken  up  the  night  before  near  Jonesboro',  and 
General  Howard  having  asked  for  re-enforcements,  General  Davis  was  instructed 
to  send  one  division  from  his  corps  to  its  support. 

Kilpatrick's  division  of  cavalry,  stationed  on  the  right  of  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, found  a  passage  across  Flint  river  and  drove  the  enemy's  pickets  to  within 
one-half  mile  of  Jonesboro'.  He  was  then  attacked  in  turn  by  a  heavy  force  of 
infantry  and  forced  to  withdraw. 

September  1. — At  an  early  hour  the  remainder  of  the  14th  corps  moved  from 
near  lienfro's  house,  on  the  Decatur  and  Fayetteville  road,  to  rejoin  that  part 
of  the  command  which  had  advanced  the  day  before  to  the  Rongh-and-RcAdj 
and  Jonesboro'  road.  The  junction  formed,  the  corps  moved  south  toward* 
Jonesboro',  and  reached  the  pickets  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  about  two  and 
a  half  miles  from  the  point  of  concentration.  A  reconnoissance  was  then  sent 
out  towards  the  railroad,  which  drove  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  gained 
possession  of  a  ridge  on  the  north  side  of  Mill  creek,  with  but  small  loss.  Later 
in  the  afternoon  two  divisions  of  Davis's  corps  (14th)  were  formed  on  the  ridge, 
and  artillery  was  opened  on  the  enemy's  works  with  good  effect. 

The  line  of  battle  being  finally  adjusted,  the  command  moved  forward,  attack- 
ing the  enemy  vigorously  and  drizing  him  several  hundred  yards  to  his  mala 
works.  An  apsault  was  then  handsomely  made  on  the  works,  which  were  carried 
along  the  entire  line  of  Davis's  command,  after  very  heavy  fighting  and  loss  of 
over  1,200  men.  Two  field  batteries  of  four  guns  each  were  captured  in  the 
enemy's  fortifications,  together  with  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  prisoners,  in- 
cluding one  general  officer  and  several  field  officers,  and  a  number  of  small-arms 
and  battle- flags.     The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  very  severe. 

During  this  time  the  4th  corps  (Stanley's)  was  moving  from  near  Rough-and- 
Ready  towards  Jonesboro',  along  the  railroad  destroying  it  as  the  troops  advanced. 
Arriving  near  Jonesboro'  the  column  was  deployed  with  a  view  to  ad^'ance 
against  the  enemy's  right  flank,  but  it  being  already  quite  late,  darkness  came 
on  and  prevented  an  extensive  movement.  The  line  of  Stanley's  corps  was  on 
the  left  of  the  railroad  facing  aouthwcst ;  Davis's  corps  passed  the  night  in  the 
enemy's  works,  the  left  of  the  line  connecting  with  Stanley's  right  at  the  rail- 
road. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  fell  back  from  Jonesboro',  retreating  towardi 
Lovejoy's  station,  where  he  was  followed  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  by  the  4lh 
corps  and  the  armies  of  the  Tennessee  and  of  the  Ohio.  Davis's  corps  was  di- 
rected to  remain  at  Jonesboro'  to  bury  the  dead  and  collect  captured  property. 

Stanley's  corps  moved  along  the  railroad  and  to  the  left  of  it,  coming  up 
with  the  enemy  just  north  of  Lovejoy's  station  about  noon.  Line  of  battle  was 
formed  and  preparations  made  to  advance  against  the  enemy  in  conjunction  with 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the  right.  It  was  only  at  a  late  hour,  however, 
that  the  aRsault  was  made,  and  darkness  prevented  any  decisive  movement.  P»rt 
of  Stanley's  troops  gained  the  enemy's  works  and  carried  a  small  portion  of 
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them,  but  could  not  hold  possession  of  the  ground  for  want  of  co-operation  on 
the  part  of  the  balance  of  the  line. 

During  the  night  information  reached  us  that,  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  2d,  the 
mayor  and  authorities  of  Atlanta  bad  surrendered  the  city  to  a  force  of  the  20th 
corps,  Major  General  Slocum  commanding,  which,  in  obedience  to  instructions 
previously  given,  had  been  sent  out  from  the  Chattahoochee  to  feel  the  enemy's 
strength.  The  city  had  been  evacuated  the  night  previous,  the  army  destroying, 
in  its  retreat,  public  property  of  considerable  value,  including  eighty  (80)  car- 
loads of  ammunition ;  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  thousand  stand  of 
small-arms  were  found. 

On  the  3d  the  major  general  commanding  the  military  division  issued  orders 
to  the  eflfect  that  the  campaign  was  ended,  and  that  the  grand  army  would  return 
to  Atlanta  and  vicinity  until  a  new  plan  could  be  considered  regarding  future 
movements.  Directions  were  at  the  same  time  given  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
troops.  Corps  commanders  were  instructed  to  send  to  the  rear  all  surplus  wagons, 
and  whatever  material  could  obstruct  the  movements  of  the  troops.  The  enemy 
still  remained  intrenched  at  Lovejoy's,  although  he  was  discovered  to  be  moving 
his  trains  towards  Griffin,  with  the  supposed  intention  of  withdrawing  his  main 
army  to  that  point  or  still  further. 

At  8  p.  m.  on  the  5th,  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  th(;  4th  corps 
quietly  withdrew  from  its  position  and  fell  back  to  Jonesboro',  reaching  that 
place  at  daylight  on  the  6th.  The  withdrawal  was  admirably  conducted,  and 
executed  with  complete  success,  although  much  impeded  by  a  rain  storm  and 
consequent  bad  condition  of  the  roads. 

Both  corps,  Stanley's  and  Davis's,  remained  quietly  at  Jonesboro'  diving  the 
6th,  although  Davis's  rear-guard  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  as  it  was  moving 
through  the  town  to  join  the  balance  of  the  corps  in  position  north  of  it.  The 
enemy  occupied  Joneeboro'  during  the  afternoon,  but  contented  himself  with 
exchanging  a  few  shots  with  our  skirmishers. 

On  the  7th,  at  7  a.  m.,  the  4th  corps  withdrew  from  its  camp  near  Jonesboro', 
moved  along  the  railroad  to  near  Sykes's  house,  northeast  of  Rough-aind-Ready, 
and  took  up  a  position  for  the  night.  The  14th  corps  fell  back  simultaneously 
with  Stanley's  command,  marching  on  the  main  road  leading  to  Rough -and- Ready, 
from  Jonesboro',  and  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  4th  corps  nortli  of  Rough- 
and-Ready.  The  enemy  showed  no  disposition  to  follow  tlie  movements  of 
either  command. 

The  army  of  the  Cumberland  reached  Atlanta  on  the  8th,  and  was  posted  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town — Davis's  corps  on  the  right  of  the  Campbelltown  road, 
Slocnm's  corps  in  the  centre,  and  Stanley's  on  the  left.  The  pickets  of  all  three 
corps  were  thrown  out  well  to  the  front,  and  occupied  commanding  positions. 

For  a  detailed  report  of  the  opirations  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the 
reports  of  the  several  corps  commanders. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  returns  of  prisoners  of  war,  captured 
property,  ammunition  expended,  and  a  consolidated  return  of  casualties. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  take  the  greatest  pleasure  in  cjilling  attention  to 
the  uniform  gallantry  displayed  by  the  officers  and  troops  of  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland  in  all  the  battles  in  which  they  participated,  and  in  their  unwavering 
constancy  Jind  devotion  to  duty  at  all  Umes  during  the  entire  campaign,  com- 
mencing with  the  contests  at  Rocky  Face  ridge,  and  around  Dalton,  and  ending 
with  the  operations  at  Jonesboro'  and  vicinity,  which  forced  the  enemy  to 
evacuate  Atlanta.  During  these  four  mouths  of  active  campaign,  hardly  a  day 
has  passed  that  some  portion  of  this  army  was  not  engaged  either  in  skiimishing 
or  in  actual  battle  with  the  enemy,  and  on  every  occasion  behaving  with  that 
self-reliance  which  is  the  sure  prestige  of  success.  All  may  be  justly  proud  of 
their  participation  in  the  campaign  against  Atlanta. 
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Among  the  many  gallant  and  lamented  dead  wlio  have  given  their  lives  to 
snstaiu  and  defend  the  honor  of  their  country  and  government,  we  must  ena- 
merate  Brigadier  General  G.  G.  Harker  and  Colonel  Dan.  McCook,  fifty -Becond 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  who  were  mortally  wounded  leading  their  respective 
brigades  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  intrenchments  near  Kenesaw  moantaia 
June  27th.     They  were  both  skilful,  brave,  and  accomplished  officers. 

The  members  of  my  staff  were  at  all  times  efficient  and  active  in  the  discharge 
of  their  various  duties. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  which  embodj 
the  operations  of  their  respective  commands,  and  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  military  division  of  the 
Mississippi. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 
Major  General  U.  S.  F.,  Comd'g. 
Lieut.  Colonol  R.  M.  Sawyer, 

AssU  Adj't  Gen* I  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 


Report  of  prisoners  of  war  and  deserters  from  the  rebel  army  received  and  dit- 
posed  of  during  the  month  of  August,  1864. 


PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

DESERTERS. 

1 

From  what  corps  received. 

c3l 

Id 

-5 

1 

It 

a  5 

to 

t 
tc 

< 

Keceived  from  4th  army  corps 

Received  from  14th  army  corps 

Received  from  2t)th  army  corps 

3 
12 

49 
385 

6 

94 
153 

52 
397 

107 
158 

2 
2 

50 
70 
43 

28 

267 

52 

70 
43 
28 

269 

104 
467 
51 

Received  from  cavalry  commaud 

Received   from    department  of    the 
Cumberland  and   not  credited  to 
any  corps 

13 
5 

135 
427 

Total  recM  from  army  Cumberland. . 

Received  from  army  of  Tennessee. . . 
Received  from  army  of  Ohio 

33 

12 
4 

639 

293 
112 

722 

305 
116 

4 

458 

1 
101 

46i 
101 

l.liM 
217 

Total  received  from  armies  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Ohio 

16 

405 

421 

102 

102 

523 

Grand  total 

49 

1,094 

1,143 

4 

560 

564 

1,7U7 

Respectfully  submitted : 


J.  G.  PARKHURST, 
Colottel  and  Frovo^  Marshal  GtnertL 
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Report  of  arms  captured,  lost^  and  hecoming  surjjJus  in  tJte  army  of  the  Cunt" 
berland  during  the  month  of  Augvst,  156  4. 
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57 

197 
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57 

85 
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1 
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Surplus ..*•.. ...... 

282 

2 

3 

1 

15 

1,787 

' 

Report  of  artillery  and  infantry  ammunition  expended  in  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland  during  the  mtmth  of  August,  1864,  and  up  to  September  8, 
1864. 


ARTILLERY  AMMUKITtOH. 
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Septemb'T 

l^^4 

esH 
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^^pl50 

tJ,8-7 

500 

105 

849,732 

i 

O.  E.  MICHAELI8, 
Lieut,  of  Ordnance^  AcCg  Chufof  Ordnance,  D^p't  of  the  Cumberland, 
AtlakTA,  Ga.,  September  15,  1864. 
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Headquarters  CHfEFop  Cavalry  Dkp't  of  the  Cumberland, 

Atlanta^  Georgia,  September  13,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
hy  the  cavalry  during  the  recent  campaign  from  Chattanooga,  resulting  in  the 
capture  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

After  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  pursuit  of  Wheeler  and  Roddy,  in  their 
attacks  upon  our  trains  and  lines  of  communication  in  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  and  the  battle  of  Mission  ridge,  in  November,  1863,  the  cavalry 
of  the  department,  consisting  of  two  divisions  and  unassigned  regiments  of  cavalry 
and  mounted  infantry,  was  very  much  scattered  and  reduced  in  eflfective  mounted 
force. 

The  first  and  second  brigades  of  the  first  division  were  actively  engaged 
during  the  months  of  December,  1863,  January  and  February,  1864,  in  East 
Tennessee,  men  and  horses  exposed  to  cold,  with  but  little  shelter  and  subsist - 
eDce.  The  third  brigade,  first  division,  occupied  Roasville,  Georgia,  as  an  out- 
post. 

The  second  division  occupied  a  line  from  Washington,  on  the  Tennessee  river, 
to  Mooresville,  Alabama ;  also  Calhoun,  on  East  Tennessee  railroad. 

The  fourth  United  States  cavalry  and  seventy- second  Indiana  mounted  infan- 
try detached  to  Mississippi,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  W.  S. 
Smith,  United  States  volunteers.  Many  of  the  regiments  and  detachments  of  regi- 
ments, re-enlisted  as  veteran  volunteers,  went  to  their  homes,  which  caused  delay  in 
concentrating,  mounting,  arming  and  equipping  them  for  the  commencement  of 
the  recent  campaign. 

On  the  l?t  of  April  the  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  of  the  department  was 
reorganized,  consisting  of  four  divisions,  of  three  brigades  each,  and  one  battery 
to  a  division,  the  divisions  commanded,  respectively,  by  Brigadier  General  E. 
M.  McCook,  Brigadier  General  K.  Garrard,  Brigadier  General  J.  Kilpatrick, 
and  Brigadier  General  A.  C.  Gillem,  with  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry. 
Colonel  W.  J.  Palmer,  unassigned.  This  organization  required  regiments  to  be 
moved  before  others  could  be  withdrawn  from  station?  occupied. 

The  first  and  second  brigades,  first  division,  were  concentrated  at  Cleveland, 
Tennessee  ;  the  third  brigade,  but  partially  mounted,  at  Wauhatchee ;  the  second 
division  at  Columbia,  Tennessee ;  the  third  division  at  Ringgold,  Georgia,  and 
the  fourth  division,  but  partially  mounted,  occupied  the  line  of  railroads  from 
N^ashville,  Tennessee,  to  Decatur  and  Bridgeport,  Alabama. 

The  first  division  marched  from  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  for  Dalton,  Georgia, 
»vering  the  front  and  left  flank  of  the  4th  corps,  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
ifterwards  that  of  the  23d  corps,  army  of  the  Ohio,  near  Varueirs  station,  until 
relieved  by  Major  General  Stoneman*s  cavalry.  On  the  11th  of  May  the  division 
narched  to  Ray's  gap,  west  of  Dalton,  and  upon  the  evacuation  of  that  place 
narched  with  the  4th  corps  upon  Resaca.  The  first  and  third  brigades,  second 
livision,  marched  from  Columbia,  Tennessee,  for  Lafayette  and  Villanow,  Georgia, 
mder  orders  from  the  major  general  commanding  the  military  division  of  the 
ilississippi,  and  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee ;  the  general 
Urcction  of  its  march,  also  the  details  of  the  same,  I  am  U;iable  to  give,  not 
laving  the  orders  received  by  Genora!  Garrard.  The  second  brigade,  second 
livision,  marched  with  17tli  army  corps  from  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  and  Decatur, 
Uabama,  via  Rome,  Georgia,  joining  the  armies  at  Alatoona,  Georgia.  The 
bird  division  marched  from  Ringgold,  Georgia,  covering  the  front  and  right 
lank  of  the  20th  corps,  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  afterwards  that  of  th;? 
rmy  of  the  Tennessee,  on  its  march  through  Snake  Creek  gap  upon  Resaca, 
reorgia,  covering  its  right  flank  by  detachments  and  pickets  along  the  rigiit 
tank  of  the  Oostenaula  river,  until  the  rebel  army  evacuated  Dalton  and  coa- 
entrated  at  Resaca.  '- 
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After  the  battle,  which  resulted  in  the  retrelft  of  the  euemy  from  Resaca. 
the  first  division  crossed  the  Oostenaula  at  Free  bridge,  marched  to  Ca^avilk 
Georgia,  covering  the  front  and  left  flank  of  the  20th  corps.  The  second 
division  crossed  the  Oostenaula  at  Lay's  ferry,  for  Rome,  Georgia,  to  strike  the 
railroad  between  there  and  Kingston,  CJeorgia,  marching  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  third  division  crossed  the  Oostenaula  at  Lay'e 
I'erry,  covering  the  front  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  keeping  up  comma- 
nications  with  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  on  the  left. 

After  the  battle  near  Cassville,  which  resulted  in  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
across  the  Etowah  river  to  Alatoona,  Georgia,  the  first  and  third  divisions  were 
concentrated  on  Two  Run  creek,  near  Cassville,  Georgia,  until  the  dispositioos 
were  made  for  pursuit. 

The  first  division  crossed  the  Etowah  at  Island  ford,  marched  ria  Euharleyto 
Stilesboro*  as  the  advance  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  thence  to  Burnt 
Hickory  and  Burnt  church,  on  the  Marietta  road,  near  its  intersection  with  the 
Ackworth  and  Dallas  road,  covering  the  left  flank  of  the  23d  corps.  The 
second  division  crossed  the  Etowah  at  Gillem's  bridge,  marching  ria  Van  Wert 
to  Dallas,  Georgia,  and  covering  the  front  and  right  flank  of  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee. 

The  third  division,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  W.  W.  Lowe,  General 
Kilpatrick  being  absent  wounded,  was  left  at  Kingston  to  guard  the  lino  of  the 
Etowah  river,  with  orders  to  obstruct  all  fords,  hold  Gillem's  bridge,  but  remove 
the  planks  from  flooring  to  prevent  its  use  by  the  enemy,  and  destroy  all  oihtfr 
bridges  which  could  possibly  be  used  by  them.  The  division  was  subsequently 
assigned  to  stations  as  follows  :  third  brigade  at  Calhoun,  (ieorgia,  he^idqairters 
with  remainder  of  division  at  Cartersville,  Georgia,  with  orders  to  patrol  the  lino 
of  railroad  and  scout  from  Cartersville  to  Spring  Place,  (Jleorgia. 

The  second  division  marched  via  Burnt  Hickory  and  ne^ir  Stilesboni',  on  .*oath 
side  of  Etowah  river,  to  Alatoona,  and  this  movement  of  the  cavalry,  in  coDJnnc- 
tion  with  that  of  Major  General  Stoneman's  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the  Ohiw.f-^r 
Alatoona  direct,  contributed  to  cause  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Dallas  a  .d 
New  Slope  church  to  Kenesaw  mountain. 

The  first  division  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  23d  corps,  and  near  Ix»el 
mountain,  which  was  the  extreme  right  of  the  armies.  The  second  division  wi* 
posted  on  the  left  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  the  extreme  left  of  the  anniei*. 

On  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Kenesaw  to  the  Chattahoochee,  the  fir?t 
division  marched  via  Powder  Spring  to  Rotten  Wood  creek,  a  tributary  of  the 
Chattahoochee,  and  on  west  side,  to  co-operate,  if  necessary,  with  the  second 
division,  posted  at  Roswell,  Georgia. 

On  the  retreat  of  the  euemy  to  east  side  of  Chattahoochee  and  Peachtree 
freek,  the  first  division  was  posted  from  Vining*s  station  to  Turner's  ferry. 
The  second  division  forced  and  held  the  crossing  of  the  Chattahoochee  at  Bos- 
well,  covering  the  front  and  left  flanks  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  breikio? 
the  Georgia  railroad  near  Stone  mountain,  and,  on  the  22d,  making  a  succesrfiJ 
raid  upon  that  railroad  by  destroying  two  bridges  and  five  wagon-road  bridge*, 
the  track,  a  number  of  cars,  a  quantity  of  stores,  capturing  a  number  of  horert 
and  prisoners,  and  returning  with  the  loss  of  only  two  men  ;  it  also  marched  ^ 
a  support  to  Major  General  Stoneman,  commanding  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the 
Ohio,  on  a  raid  on  the  Atlanta  and  Macon  railroad  ;  after  waiting  two  dtp  it 
Flat  Rocks,  by  the  orders  of  General  Stoneman,  and  in  the  absence  of  further 
instructions,  the  second  division  returned  to  its  camp,  after  engaging  two  division- 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

After  the  battle  of  the  20tli  July,  and  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  U|)on  AllAtti. 
the  first  division  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  and  was  posted  on  Proctor's  crvti. 
covering  by  pickets  t\\c  ^laeon  and  Turner's  Ferry  road.  The  second  divL-Kio 
was  posted  on  \elt  aud  veat  v^^  wxm'j  vil  xXwi'Y^xiWfc^^^^^  i^lcketing  the  road  tr^ni 
Decatur  to  lloftweW. 
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On  the  24tli  July  the  effiictive  force  of  the  first  diviaion,  with  the  effective 
force  of  the  fifth  Iowa,  eighth  Indiana,  second  Kentucky  cavalry  of  the  third 
division,  and  fourth  Tennessee  cavalry  of  the  fourth  division,  forming  the  greater 
part  of  the  command  which  had-  recently  arrived  from  the  raid  on  the  West  Point 
and  ^lontgomery  railroad,  under  command  of  Major  Cfenoral  Rousseau,  made  a 
raid  on  the  Atlanta  and  West  Poiut  and  Atlanta  and  Macon  railroad,  destroying 
large  numbers  of  wagons,  stores,  and  cars,  with  partial  damage  to  the  railroad 
track.  This  force  encountered  a  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  after 
severe  fighting  returned,  with  considerable  loss  of  men,  liorses,  and  arms,  and 
two  pieces  of  ai-tillery  reported  destroyed,  inflicting,  however,  considerable  dam- 
age upon  the  enemy. 

The  first  division  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  station  of  the  third  division,  and 
the  latter,  under  command  of  General  Kilpatrick,  ordered  from  the  district  of 
the  Etowah  to  west  side  of  Chattahoochee,  from  Turner's  ferry  to  Sweet  Water 
creek,  and  afterwards  posted  at  Sand  town,  picketing  to  Camp  creek.  A  recon- 
noissance  was  made  by  the  third  division  to  Fairbum,  on  the  West  Point  and 
Atlanta  milroad,  developing  only  a  small  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  not  dis- 
posed to  offer  much  resistance.  After  destroying  a  portion  of  the  track,  some 
public  buildings  and  stores,  the  command  returned  to  its  camp  with  but  little 
loss. 

On  the  18th  of  August  the  third  division,  with  first  and  second  brigades  of 
second  division,  commanded  respectively  by  Colonel  Minty  and  Brigadier  General 
Long,  with  two  sections  of  the  battery  attached  to  the  division,  made  an  attack 
on  the  Atlanta  and  Macon  railroad,  marching  from  Sand  town,  crossing  Atlanta 
and  West  Point  railroad  at  or  near  Fairbum,  to  the  Macon  load  at  Jonesboro* 
and  Lovejoy  *s  station.  A  detachment  of  the  command  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Kleim  struck  the  road  at  or  near  Bear  Creek  station  ;  the  enemy  concfentrated 
a  superior  force  of  cavalry,  with  infantry  and  artillery,  which  prevented  the  de- 
liberate destruction  of  the  railroad.  After  severe  fighting,  in  which  there  is  reason 
to  believe  the  enemy  suffered  severely,  the  command  returned  to  the  army  via 
McDonough,  Whitehouse,  Latimais,  and  Decatur,  making  a  complete  circuit  of 
the  rebel  army. 

On  24th  of  August,  third  brigade,  second  division,  destroyed  portion  of  rail- 
road between  Decatur  aud  Stone  mountain. 

On  the  25tli  day  of  August,  in  the  movement  of  the  armies  upon  the  Atlanta 
and  Macon  railroad  at  Jonesboro',  Georgia,  the  second  division  covered  the  with- 
drawal of  the  4th  corps,  aud  also  that  of  the  20th  corps,  in  the  movement  of  the 
latter  to  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Chattahoochee  river,  leaving  one  brigade 
to  cover  the  front  of  the  20th  corps  from  Race's  ferry,  on  the  Chattahoochee, 
to  Sandtown.  The  other  two  brigades  covered  the  rear  and  left  flank  of  the 
23d  corps,  conforming  to  its  movements.  The  third  division,  leaving  its  dis- 
mounted men  to  hold  the  bridges  over  the  Chattahoochee  and  Sandtown,  and 
support  the  18th  Indiana  battery  of  the  first  division,  but  temporarily  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  command  occupying  Sandtown,  covered  the  front  and  right  flank 
of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  Fairbum  and  down  Flint  river  to  Glass  bridge, 
on  road  to  Lovcjoy's  station. 

The  entire  cavalry  command,  during  the  winter  of  1863  and  1864,  has  per- 
formed service  in  a  country  affording  but  a  limited  supply  of  forage,  particularly 
long  forage ;  for  want  of  this,  aud  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  season  for 
grazing,  the  animals  suffered.  During  the  time  the  army  depended  for  its  sup- 
plies on  its  wagon  transportation,  the  cavalry  did  not  have  transportation  suffi- 
cient to  haul  its  forage,  and  had  to  depend  on  the  country,  affording  at  that  time 
corn  of  short  growth  and  green  wheat,  the  latter  preventing  starvation,  but  rather 
weakening  than  strengthening  the  animals.  In  withdrawing  the  armies  from 
Lovejoy's  station  to  Atlanta,  the  second  division  covered  the  rear  and  right  flank 
of  the  23d  corps ;  the  third  division  the  rear  and  left  flank  of  the  army  of  the 
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Tennessee.  On  account  of  their  absence  on  dutj^from  woundp,  or  as  prisonors 
of  war,  for  the  details  of  the  operations  of  the  several  regimentB,  brigades,  bat- 
teries, and  divisions,  as  also  of  individual  services,  I  refer  to  the  report**  «'f  the 
several  commanders  heretofore  briefly  stated,  and  others  to  be  forwarded  when 
received.  The  third  brigade,  first  division,  ('olonel  L.  D.  Watkins,  sixth  Kin- 
tucky  cavalry,  but  partially  mounted  on  horses  from  a  convalescent  camp  es- 
tablished near  Chattanooga,  and  occupying  Lafayette,  Georgia,  was  attacked 
by  a  largely  superior  force  under  the  rebel  General  Gideon  Pillow;  handsomely 
repulsed,  with  great  loss  to  the  rebels  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners;  General 
(then  colonel)  Croxton*s  fourth  Kentucky  mounted  infantry's  timely  arrival  con- 
tributed much  to  the  retreat  of  Pillow. 

In  closing  this  report  I  can  say  with  pride  that  the  cavalry  of  the  aimy  of 
the  Cumberland  has  performed  its  duty  cheerfully,  executing  every  ordi*r  given 
by  or  through  me,  skirmishing  almost  daily,  and  in  many  instances  the  skirmii^hef 
assuming  the  proportions  of  a  gharp  fight. 

The  services  rendered  by  Colonel  O.  H.  La  Grange,  first  Wisconsin  cavalry, 
commanding  second  brigade,  and  Colonel  L.  D.  Watkins,  sixth  Kentucky  cavalry, 
commanding  third  brigade,  first  division ;  Colonel  A.  O.  Miller,  seventy-second 
Indiana  mounted  infantry,  commanding  third  brigade,  second  diviflion,  entitle« 
them  to  promotion  by  brevet  or  otherwise.  Captain  J.  B.  Mclntyre,  command- 
ing fourth  United  States  cavalry,  is  worthy  of  promotion,  and  I  recommend  that 
he  be  appointed  a  brigadier  general,  being  a  cavalry  officer  of  several  years*  ser- 
vice. My  personal  staff,  and  that  of  the  cavalry  command,  have  promptly  per- 
formed the  various  duties  assigned  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.L.ELLIOTT, 
Brig.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Cavalry  ^  Dep't  of  the  Cumberland. 


Approximate  report  of  casualties  of  the  cavalry  command  in  the  department  nj 
the  Cumberland^  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  JV.  L.  Elliott,  durinz 
the  campaign  from  the  3d  day  of  May^  1864,  to  the  2d  day  of  September. 
1864. 
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REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS  DURING  THE  RECENT 
CAMPAIGN  OF  ATLANTA. 

Hkadquarters  Department  a\d  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

September  18,  1S64. 

General:  Having  been  assigned  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I 
a»3un:ied  command  of  the  4th  army  curps,  April  10,  1864.  One  division,  Major 
General  Stanley's,  was  stationed,  two  brigades  at  Blue  springs,  and  one  at 
Ottawa.  The  second  division,  then  under  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Wagner,  was  at  London,  and  the  third  division,  General  Wood's,  was  still  in  the 
department  of  the  Ohio  near  Knoxville.  My  first  duty  was  to  concentrate  the 
corps  near  Cleveland.  This  was  effected  by  the  25th  of  April.  About  one 
week's  time  was  given  to  refit  and  prepare  for  the  field.  A  portion  of  the  com- 
mand had  just  completed  a  trying  winter  campaign  in  East  Tennessee,  and  was 
quite  badly  off,  in  many  respects,  from  shortness  of  transportation,  clothing,  and 
other  supplies.  The  animals  in  General  Wood's  division,  particularly,  were  in 
a  wretched  condition,  on  account  of  want  of  forage  and  overworking.  The  offi- 
cers made  extraordinary  exertions  to  get  everything  in  readiness,  and  when  the 
order  was  given  to  march  to  Catoosa  springs,  the  entire  corps  was  prepared  to 
move  with  the  required  number  of  rations ;  but  it  was  soon  found  that  the  limited 
transportation,  taken  in  connexion  with  its  condition,  was  a  source  of  constant 
embarrassment.  I  speak  of  these  things  in  order  to  place  iika  clear  light  the 
difficulties  that  the  officers  and  men  of  this  corps  met  in  the  outset  of  the  cam- 
paign and  nobly  overcame,  for,  when  other  portions  of  the  army  had  full  rations 
they  were,  at  times,  obliged  to  subsist  on  a  diminished  allowance. 

The  march  commenced  the  third  of  May,  upon  tlie  arrival  of  Major  General 
Schofield  at  Cleveland  with  the  left  wing  of  the  army.  My  command,  in  two 
columns,  having  pursued  two  distinct  routes,  one  via  Salome  church,  and  the 
other  viu  Red  Clay,  arrived  at  Catoosa  springs  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  May. 
Major  General  Thomas  having  already  reached  Ringgold  with  the  rest  of  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland,  a  junction  was  thus  substantially  formed  with  it.  A 
very  little  skirmishing  occurred  to  the  east  of  Catoosa  springs  with  a  detachment 
of  General  McCook's  cavalry  that  had  covered  my  left  flank  during  the  march 
from  Cleveland.  Not  feeling  sure  as  to  the  intention  or  strength  of  the  enemy, 
my  command  took  a  strong  position  covering  its  own  approaches  and  those  to 
Ringgold ;  here  the  corps  remained  until  the  7th  of  May.  The  day  before  in- 
structions were  received  to  march  on  Tunnel  Hill  in  such  a  way  as  to  take  the 
enemy  in  flank,  if  possible,  while  Major  General  Palmer,  with  the  14th  corps, 
threatened  him  in  front.  Tunnel  Hill  is  a  portion  of  a  ridge  separated  from 
Rocky  Face  by  a  narrow  valley,  and  situated  to  the  west  of  it.  The  tunnel  on 
the  Chattanooga  railroad  is  through  this  hill. 

From  Catoosa  springs  my  command  marched  on  the  Alabama  road  due  east 
to  the  vicinity  known  as  Lee's  house.  General  Newton's  division  here  formed, 
facing  in  the  direction  of  the  movement  as  a  cover,  while  General  Stanley,  fol- 
lowed by  General  Wood,  turned  into  a  cross-road  which  led  directly  south  towards 
Tunnel  Hill ;  Stanley  skirmished  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  all  of  the  way,  and 
removed  obstructions  that  had  been  placed  in  the  road.  He  came  in  sight  of 
Tunnel  Hill  station  at  about  9  a.  m.  Here  the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable 
force  on  the  next  prominent  part  of  the  ridge,  and  was  firing  with  artillery  upon 
our  advance,  and  also  upon  tnat  of  General  Palmer  in  his  direct  front.  We  soon 
ascertained  that  this  artillery  was  supported  by  cavalry,  and  General  Stanley 
moved  a  force  along  the  northern  slope  and  carried  the  hill  by  11  o'clock  a.  m., 
driving  the  enemy  before  him.  The  command  was  then  posted  in  such  a  way 
as  to  hold  Tunnel  Hill  in  conjunction  with  Palmer's  corps  on  my  right. 

The  enemy  occupied  a  strong  position  between  us  and  Dalton,  with  the  barrier 
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Rocky  Face  intervening.  This  barrier  is  a  continuous  ridge  some  five  hundred 
feet  high,  exceedingly  narrow  at  the  top,  except  where  an  occasional  spur  juts 
out  to  the  east  or  west.  In  many  places  six  men  could  not  march  abreast  along 
the  crest.  The  western  face  is  generally  within  sixty  feet  of  the  summit,  and 
almost  perpendicularly  steep,  that  cannot  be  climbed.  The  eastern  slope  is  for 
the  most  part  more  gradual.  Buzzard's  Roost  gap  is  a  pass  through  Rocky  Face, 
a  little  southeast  of  Tunnel  Hill.  The  railroad  and  a  wagon  road  lead  through 
this  opening  towards  Dalton ;  besides,  a  small  creek  runs  in  the  same  direction, 
which  the  rebel  general  had  dammed  up  to  complete  his  defences.  These  defences 
consisted  of  several  batteries,  situated  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  gap,  bearing 
upon  the  approaches  to  his  position,  and  a  well  constructed  line  of  intrenchments 
at  right  angles  to  the  railroad ;  also  enabling  the  enemy  holding  them  to  bring  a 
strong  musketry  fire  upon  any  column  moving  towards  his  position.  General 
Thomas  was  directed  to  threaten  the  enemy  in  front  on  the  8th  of  May,  while 
General  McPherson  was  moving  through  Villanow  in  order  to  seize  and  uccupj 
Snake  Creek  gap.  My  part  of  this  movement  was  to  endeavor  to  put  a  force 
on  Rocky  Face  ridge  and  make  a  demonstration  towards  Buzzard's  Roost  gap, 
in  conjunction  with  the  14th  corps. 

General  Newton's  division,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  May,  moved  to  the 
north  end  of  Rocky  Face,  some  two  miles  above  Buzzard's  Roost  gap,  where  he 
pushed  up  a  small  force  at  first,  driving  the  encmj'  along  the  crest.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  about  one-third  of  the  heights  from  the  enemy,  and  establishing 
a  signal  station  upon  a  prominent  point.  He  had  attempted  to  get  possession  of 
a  rebel  station,  but  owing  1^  the  rugged  nature  of  the  heights  and  the  ability  of 
the  enemy  to  defend  so  narrow  a  path,  he  could  not  reach  it. 

In  the  mean  time  Generals  Stanley  and  Wood  pushed  strong  skirmish  line?, 
well  supported,  as  far  up  the  western  slope  as  possible.  During  the  night  fol- 
lowing, General  Newton  succeeded  in  getting  two  pieces  of  artillery  upon  the 
ridge.  The  next  morning  (May  9th)  he  attempted  to  make  further  progress, 
and  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  fifty  (50)  to  one  hundred  (100)  yards. 
General  Stanley,  during  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  made  a  reconnoissance  int«  die 
pass  of  Buzzard's  Roost,  developing  a  strong  musketry  and  artillery  fire,  while 
General  Wood's  division  continued  the  same  operations  as  the  day  before. 
The  casualties  in  my  command  resulting  from  these  operations  were  between 
two  and  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Thomas  the  4th  corps  made 
preparations  to  remain  near  Buzzard's  Roost  gap,  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
the  enemy  at  Dalton,  if  possible,  while  the  rest  of  the  army,  excepting  Stone 
man's  cavalry,  was  moving  through  Snake  Creek  gap  to  turn  the  enemy's 
flank. 

May  11. — The  troops  of  the  corps  were  disposed  as  follows :  General  Stanley 
to  hold  the  gap ;  General  Newton  to  hold  Rocky  Face  and  the  roads  leading 
around  the  north  end  of  it,  with  General  Stoneman's  cavalry  covering  his  left 
flank  ;  and  General  Wood  in  reserve  on  Tunnel  Hill.  During  the  evening  of 
this  day,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  general  movement  was  progressing, 
and  the  4th  corps  found  itself  alone,  confronted  by  the  entire  rebel  army. 

From  the  signal  station  on  Rocky  Face  the  enemy's  movements  could  be 
distinctly  seen.  About  10  a.  m.  he  moved  out  a  strung  force,  as  if  to  turn  my 
left  flank  and  give  battle,  but  after  pressing  in  the  skirmishers  the  colamn 
returned  within  his  works.  The  threat,  however,  was  so  strong  that  General 
Wood's  division  was  moved  to  the  support  of  General  Newton.  During  the 
night  following  the  enemy  evacuated  Dalton. 

May  13. — At  6  a.  m.  I  received  the  report  of  the  enemy's  having  left,  and 
immediately  ordered  pursuit.  The  corps  moved  at  once  to  Dalton  and  came 
upon  the  enemy's  rear-guard  of  cavalry  there.  We  pushed  forward  toward 
Resaca,  General  Stoneman  with  his  cavalry  pursuing  the  direct  route,  McCook' 
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cavalry  on  a  road  near  the  base  of  Rocky  Face,  and  my  corps  marched  by  an 
intermediate  route.  We  skirmished  with  the  enemy  during  the  day  and  encamped 
at  dark  about  eight  (8)  miles  south  of  Dalton.  Soon  after  we  opened  commu- 
nication with  the  rest  of  the  ai*my,  before  Resaca,  happily  finding  that  we  were 
onlv  one  mile  from  General  Schofield*s  left  flank. 

Instructions  were  received  from  Major  General  Thomas  at  5 — .15  on  the 
morning  of  Alay  14,  to  wit : 

Heajquarteks  Department  of  the  CumbbrlaiND, 

U  the  Field,  May  14,  1864. 
General  :  You  will  move  your  troops  down  the  main  roads  towards  Resaca* 
until  you  form  a  junction  w^th  the  rest  of  the  army,  when  further  orders  will  be 
given  you.     Report  your  approach  when  you  get  within  sight  of  the  troops  in 
your  front. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  Howard, 

Commanding  ith  Army  Corps, 

These  instructions  were  substantially  the  same  as  those  1  had  already  issued 
to  my  command  during  the  night.  The  general  formation  of  General  Sherman's 
army  at  this  time  was  as  follows  : 

The  army  of  the  Tennessee,  General  McPherson,  on  the  right,  with  his  right 
resting  on  the  Oostenaula ;  centre,  General  Thomas'l?  command,  excepting  the  4th 
corps ;  and  the  left,  General  Schofield,  on  the  Sugar  Valley  road.  The  whole  line 
faced  easterly.  In  obedience  to  the  above  order  General  Newton,  followed  by  Gen- 
eral Wood,  marched  to  the  left  of  General  Schofield,  and  General  Stanley  moved 
down  the  Tilton  and  Resaca  road  towtirds  the  enemy's  extreme  right  On 
reaching  General  Schofield  we  found  him  pushing  his  command  towards  the 
right  and  front ;  General  Newton  formed  on  his  left ;  General  Wood  then  changed 
direction  so  as  to  move  on  a  Resaca  road  intermediate  between  Stanley  and 
Newton.  The  three  columns  were  not  at  first  connected,  but  very  adroitly 
made  their  concentration  in  immediate  contact  with  the  enemy's  lines,  having 
skirmished  heavily  in  their  respective  fronts.  By  the  advance  movement  the 
general  line  was  shortened,  so  that  a  great  part  of  Newton's  division  was 
reserved.  Schofield's  left  carried  a  line  of  the  enemy's  works  by  assault  and 
immediately  a  portion  of  General  Newton's  division  was  pushed  up,  relieving 
more  or  less  of  Schofield's  left  centre  and  holding  every  advantage  gained.  Mean- 
while a  part  of  General  Wood's  division  came  abreast  of  Newton's,  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  rifle-pits,  and  secured  the  position,  while  General  Stanley  formed 
a  junction  on  the  extreme  left,  protecting  his  left  flank  by  a  brigade  posted  on 
the  left  of  the  Tilton  and  Resaca  road. 

The  movements  above  described  were  necessarily  slowly  executed,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country,  which  was  exceedingly  rough,  and  covered  for  the  most 
part  with  thick  woods ;  besides,  the  enemy  disputed  every  inch  of  progress  by 
his  force  already  in  position,  meeting  our  advance  with  strong  skirmish  lines. 
The  musketry  firing  during  the  day  was  quite  heavy.  After  our  troops  had 
been  satisfactorily  formed,  word  came  from  General  Stanley  that  the  enemy 
was  making  a  movement  to  turn  his  left  flank.  I  saw  General  Thomas  person- 
ally, representing  the  exact  condition  of  things  to  him.  He  directed  Major 
General  Hooker  to  send  a  division  to  my  extreme  left.  This  was  promptly 
done.  The  division  was  guided  by  Colonel  Morgan,  14th  United  States  colored 
troops,  temporarily  attached  to  my  staff,  by  the  most  direct  route.  This  divi- 
sion. General  Williams,  arrived  just  in  time.  Stanley's  left  had  been  turned, 
and  was  being  forced  back ;  all  his  reserves  had  been  previously  exhausted  in  ex- 
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tending  his  line.  A  battery,  (Simonson's.)  however,  was  doin*;:  splended  execu- 
tion, staying  the  enemy  *3  progress,  when  a  brigade  of  Williams's  was  deployed  io 
its  support.  The  advance  of  tlie  enemy  was  then  immediately  and  effectually 
checked,  and  my  thanks  are  tendered  for  the  generous  and  opportune  aasijitance 
rendered. 

The  casualties  of  the  day  were  four  hundred  (400)  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  corps. 

During  the  night  good  inticnchments  were  made  along  my  entire  front. 

General  Hooker  and  myself  were  ordered  to  make  an  attack  in  conjauction 
on  the  15th,  everything  to  be  in  readiness  by  daylight.  General  Hooker  war 
obliged  to  march  about  two-thirds  of  his  command  from  the  centre  of  the  annj 
to  the  (extreme  left,  which  movement  took  longer  than  was  anticipated.  Hi5 
troops  were  massed  and  commenced  the  advance  about  noon.  As  he  wa?  the 
ranking  officer  I  visited  him  early,  learning  his  intentions  as  to  the  points  and 
manner  of  attack,  and  prepared  to  support  him  in  the  way  he  asked.  By  artil- 
lery and  musketry  firing,  by  strong  demonstrations  opposite  my  centre  and  right, 
and  by  one  real  assault,  I  succeeded  in  keeping  heavy  forces  of  the  enemy  fnun 
leaving  my  front  or  passing  to  the  left,  but  did  not  succeed  in  holding  any  pobt 
of  the  enemy's  works.  My  command  being  on  the  right,  and  the  first,  necesM- 
rily  conformed,  in  moving,  to  General  Hooker's  advance;  he  wi'h  a  colama  of 
brigades  very  handsomely  drove  the  enemy  before  him,  seized  and  held  tiro 
important  heights,  and  also  captured  some  artillery  and  prisoners. 

The  number  of  casualties  during  the  day  was  large,  among  them  Brigadier 
General  Willich,  of  General  Wood's  division,  was  severely  wounded,  and  obliged 
to  leave  us ;  Harker  and  Opdyke,  of  Newton's  division,  were  wounded,  but  re- 
mained on  duty,  and  some  valuable  officers  were  killed. 

During  the  night  of  the  15th  the  enemy  evacuated  Resaca.  Early  on  the 
IGth  my  corps  led  the  pursuit  along  the  direct  road  towards  Kingston;  skirmish- 
ing occurred  with  the  enemy's  rear-guard  so  as  to  make  our  progress  slow.  The 
corps  camped  that  night  at  Calhoun ;  my  command,  General  Newton  leading, 
continued  the  march  next  day,  starting  at  5.30  a.  m.,  along  the  wagon  road,  ex- 
cept "Wood's  division,  which  moved  on  the  right  down  the  railroad.  We  had 
heavy  skirmishing  all  day. 

The  enemy's  custom  is,  when  retreating,  to  form  his  rear-guard  of  cavalry, 
with  a  section  or  battery  of  artillery,  sometimes  strengthened  by  infantry. 
During  this  day's  march  the  resistance  was  unusually  great.  He  formed  three 
.  lines  some  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  apart,  and  barricaded  with  rail*, 
seeking  the  cover  of  woods  with  open  fields  in  his  front.  As  soon  as  we  had 
succeeded  in  driving  the  first  line,  it  passed  to  the  rear  of  the  third,  and  in  some 
new  and  favorable  position  made  another  line.  However,  as  we  moved  in  two 
columns,  we  were  enabled  to  make  considerable  progress.  The  resistance  in- 
creased as  we  approached  Adairsville.  General  Newton  continued  to  deploy 
regiments  as  skiimishers,  until  he  had  a  large  brigade  engaged.  General  Wood, 
abreast  of  him  also  skirmished  heavily.  About  4  p.  m.  it  was  found  we  had 
come  upon  the  enemy's  infantry  in  considerable  force.  Prcparatious  were  imme- 
diately made  to  assault  and  carry  this  position,  if  possible ;  but  it  required  time  to 
bring  up  the  troops  and  get  them  in  readiness.  General  Thomas  deeming  it  best, 
on  account  of  the  nearness  of  night,  to  make  a  formal  attack,  the  movement  al- 
ready set  on  foot  was  postponed.  Yet,  a  real  engagement  was  going  on,  since 
both  parties  continued  to  re-enforce  their  skirmish  lines  until  they  were  tanta- 
mount to  lines  of  battle.  The  enemy  opened  upon  our  column  with  artillery  to 
which  our  batteries  replied  with  spirit.  During  the  night  the  enemy  withdrew. 
We  found  that  he  had  taken  up  a  strong  posinon  and  partially  intrenched  it. 
and  that  his  whole  army  was  present  while  the  heavy  skirmishing  of  the  eren- 
ing  before  was  pTogtesaviv^.  The  casualties  in  my  command  at  Adairsville 
were  about  two  lumdted  i^^OQ"^  ViW^d  ».xi^  ^wv\\\^^. 
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May  18. — The  corps  moved  as  ordered,  six  miles  further,  and  encamped  on 
Cornosana  creek. 

May  19. — At  5  p.  m.  marched,  General  Stanley's  division  leading ;  reached 
Kingston  at  8  a.  m.,  the  head  of  column  towards  Cassville.  The  enemy  was 
discovered  on  high  ground,  just  beyond  the  Two  Run  creek,  and  as  soon  as  our 
troops  came  in  view  he  opened  fire  upon  us  from  a  six-gun  battery.  General 
Stanley  promptly  brought  up  his  artillery,  supported  by  a  brigade  of  infantry, 
and  replied  to  the  enemy's  guns.  He  silenced  them  and  drove  them  off.  At 
this  point  I  was  directed  by  General  Sherman  in  person  to  move  forward  four 
miles,  to  an  old  mill  near  the  railroad,  and  there  go  into  camp.  As  soon  as  Gen- 
eral Stanley  had  dislodged  the  enemy  from  the  high  ground  east  of  the  creek, 
he  moved  forward.  On  reaching  a  point  about  half  a  mile  from  this  mill  se- 
vere resistance  was  made  to  our  advance  by  the  enemy's  infantry  skirmishers, 
and  from  a  prominent  height  the  enemy's  infantry  was  discovered  drawn  up  in 
two  lines  and  advancinjr.  General  Stanley  formed  his  lines,  his  left  resting  on 
the  railroad ;  General  Wood's  division  was  moved  to  his  right,  and  General 
Newton's  moved  to  cover  the  left.  As  soon  as  our  lines  were  formed  the  ene- 
my halted  and  began  to  cover  his  front  with  rail  barricades,  nearly  a  mile  in  our 
front,  but  in  plain  sight.  Our  artillery  opened  from  different  points,  where- 
upon the  enemy's  first  line  gave  way,  and  passed  to  the  rear  in  considerable 
confusion. 

Having  been  directed  by  General  Thomas  to  push  on,  I  moved  forward  to 
the  enemy's  position,  which  he  had  in  the  mean  time  abandoned ;  the  command 
here  went  into  position,  having  formed  a  junction  with  a  portion  of  General 
Hooker's  corps  that  had  been  moving  in  a  column  to  the  east  of  us  and  parallel. 
The  corps  had  hardly  halted  when  an  order  was  received  to  move  at  once  on 
Cassville.  Stanley's  advance  had  hardly  progressed  a  mile  when  a  sharp  fire 
was  opened  upon  his  head  of  column.  He  promptly  deployed  a  portion  of  his 
command,  and  several  batteries  of  artillery  were  placed  in  position  to  open  the 
way.  The  enemy's  resistance  was  so  determined  that  General  Wood's  division 
was  ordered  upon  Stanley's  right.  The  promptitude  with  which  this  division 
was  deployed  afforded  me  great  satisfaction.  Newton's  division  was  directed  to 
take  post  on  Stanley's  left,  but  all  but  one  or  two  regiments  were  crowded  out 
by  our  forming  a  junction  with  General  Hooker's  corps.  In  this  position,  with 
General  Hooker  on  the  left  and  General  Palmer  on  the  right,  continuous  skir- 
mishing and  artillery  firing  was  kept  up  until  after  dark.  Before  morning 
Johnston  had  abandoned  another  strongly  intrenched  position  about  Cassville, 
and  fled  across  the  Etowah  river,  destroying  the  railroad  bridge. 

May  20,  21,  and  22. — The  army  rested  in  position  near  Cassville,  renewed 
its  supplies,  sent  back  everything  surplus,  and  made  other  preparations  for  a 
movement  on  Dallas. 

May  23. — Crossed  the  Etowah  river  at  Gillem's  bridge,  and  went  into  posi- 
tion at  Euharley  creek. 

May  24. — Crossed  Euharley  creek  at  Barrett's  mills,  and  marched  to  Burnt 
Hickory,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 

May  2o, — Command  marched  by  a  settlement  road,  making  a  detour  to  the 
right  of  Burnt  Hickory,  and  expecting  to  come  into  Dallas  by  the  Van  Wert 
and  Dallas  road.  This  route  was  taken  to  avoid  collision  with  the  numerous 
wagons  of  the  corps  in  front  of  us  that  were  obliged  to  move  on  one  road. 
About  two  o'clock  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mendinhall,  department  inspector 
general,  met  me  at  a  point  six  or  seven  miles  from  Dallas,  bringing  an  order 
from  General  Thomas  for  me  to  move  by  the  first  left-hand  road  across  to  the 
direct  Burnt  Hickory  and  Dall^  road,  as  the  enemy  had  been  met  by  General 
Hooker's  advance  in  considerable  force.  This  corps  was  marched  as  rapidly 
as  p()S.*ible,  its  head  of  column  reaching  Pumpkinvine  creek  just  as  General 
Williams's  division  of  the  20th  corps  was  passing.      At  5.1»5  p.  m.  General* 
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Newton's  head  of  column  arrived,  and  his  troops  were  placed  in  position  in  n  ir 
of  General  Hooker's  troops  that  were  already  forming  or  form^^d  for  an  advance. 
The  rest  of  the  corps  was  moved  up  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  moved  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  road.  At  5.30  p.  m.  General  Hooker's  command  moreti 
forward,  as  I  understood,  with  instructions  to  carry  the  cross-roads  at  New  Hope 
church,  8uppo8(5d  to  be  not  more  than  a  mile  distant.  I  was  directed  to  hold 
my  command  ready  to  move  forward  at  6.20  p.  m.  General  Hooker  sent  m^ 
w^ord  by  a  staff  officer  that  he  had  driven  the  enemy  behind  his  breastworks: 
that  he  was  holding  his  ground  but  was  hard  pressed,  and  requested  me  to  send 
up  a  column  of  brigades  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road.  I  commenced  the 
march  instantly  with  that  formation,  but  finding  that  I  was  losing  time,  owin^ 
to  the  obstructions  and  difficulties  of  the  ground,  I  directed  the  troops  to  march 
by  the  flank  along  the  road  as  quickly  as  possible,  until  they  approached  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  position.  Here  I  saw  General  Hooker  liimself,  who  requested 
mc  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Newton  deployed  his  command  as  fast  as  \w 
could,  but  by  the  time  this  was  effected  it  was  completely  dark.  The  other 
divisions  following  General  Newton's,  were  encamped  for  the  night  on  the  riorht 
and  left  of  the  road,  it  being  too  late  to  locate  them  otherwise  in  the  thick 
woods. 

1  have  been  thus  particular  on  this  point  because  criticisms  have  been  offen^l 
like  this,  "  that,  had  the  4th  corps  come  up  on  General  Hooker's  left,  the  en- 
emy would  have  been  completely  driven  from  his  strong  position  at  New  Hojm* 
church,  and  thus  saved  the  army  the  long  and  fatiguing  operations  which  suc- 
ceeded General  Hooker's  assault."  I  do  not  doubt  the  tnith  of  the  allegation, 
but  the  facts  are :  first,  that  my  head  of  column  only  had  arrived  at  General 
Hooker's  first  position  when  his  attacking  movement  commenced  ;  second,  that 
1  was  directed  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  move  forward  if  ordered ;  third, 
that  I  did  so  move  forward,  as  promptly  as  possible,  the  moment  I  receivini 
word  I  was  wanted,  but  arrived  too  late  to  partake  in  the  engagement. 

Mai/  26. — General  Newton's  line  was  re-located  so  as  to  form  a  better  con- 
nexion with  General  Hooker;  General  Stanley  filled  a  gap  on  Newton's  right 
with  two  or  three  regiments,  the  rest  of  his  division  in  reserve ;  General  Wood 
gradually  developed  his  line  on  Newton's  left,  driving  in  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers, crossing  Brown's  Mill  creek  with  the  main  force,  and  securing  an  important 
hill,  then  apparently  opposite  the  enemy's  right  flank.  These  lines  were  found 
subsequently,  at  different  points,  to  be  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemvV 
intrenchments ;  hence,  the  firing  of  skirmishers,  or  from  main  line  to  main  line, 
was  constant,  and  cost  us  many  men.  Our  lines  were  thoroughly  intrenched  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  every  battery  that  could  be  l>rought  to  bear  upon  the  em- 
my  was  placed  in  position  and  covered  by  good  wirks. 

Mai/  27. — General  Stanley  moved  to  the  left  of  General  Newton,  and  re- 
lieved General  Wood's  division  preparatory  to  the  latter  making  an  assault  «n 
the  enemy's  line  at  a  point  which  Major  General  Sherman  had  designated.  On 
a  careful  reconnoissance  made  by  General  Thomas  and  myself,  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  were  then  prepared  to  bring  a  cross-fire  of  artillery  and  musketrr 
upon  the  approaches  of  that  position ;  therefore  I  wasdirected  to  move  General 
Wood  further  to  the  left,  and  beyond  all  troops,  and  endeavor  to  strike  thf 
enemy's  flank.  Johnson's  division,  of  the  14th  corps,  was  sent  to  mc  ;is  « 
support. 

1  have  omitted  to  say  that  the  23d  corps,  Major  General  Schofield  omnumi- 
ing,  was  already  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  4th.  Therefore  1  selected  a  fieli 
on  the  extreme  left  and  rear  of  the  23d  corps,  which  was  pretty  well  C!»u«valcd 
from  the  enemy  by  intervening  woods,  and  in  t?jis  massed  the  troops.  W«>'»d'- 
division  on  the  right  formed  in  a  column  of  six  lines  deep,  and  General  Job»i*«»a  ^ 
on  the  left  with  a  W\^?v.dib  i^Yowt.  The  advance  from  this  position  commeDceii 
'at  11a.  m.,  and  m  au  eaaVexVy  ^\T<i.<iM\Qw. 
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The  column  moved  forward  with  very  little  interruption  for  nearly  a  mile. 
I  thought  we  must  have  reached  the  enemy's  flank,  whereupt  n  General  Wood 
wheeled  his  command  towards  the  right,  till  he  was  faced  nearly  south.  A 
brigade  of  the  23d  corps*,  General  McLean's,  deployed  so  as  to  form  a  junction 
with  General  Wood  on  his  right.  The  latter  pressed  forward  his  skirmishers 
till  a  large  open  field  was  reached :  here  it  was  disco veredthat  the  enemy's  works 
were  still  in  our  front.  Immediately  the  skirmishers  were  withdrawn,  and  the 
column  moved  rapidly  by  the  left  flank  at  least  another  mile  to  the  east- 
ward ;  the  ground  was  carefully  reconnoitred  by  General  Wood  and  myself. 
We  still  found  a  line  of  works  to  our  right,  but  they  did  not  seem  to  cover 
General  Wood's  front,  and  they  were  new,  the  enemy  still  working  hard  upon 
them.  I  gave  a  little  time  for  the  troops  of  Wood's  division  to  rest,  and  for 
Johnson's  to  form  a  little  retired  on  his  ( Wood's)  left. 

From  the  position  now  occupied  by  the  troops,  woods,  more  or  less  open,  ex- 
tended up  to  the  enemy's  apparent  flank.  A  road  skirted  the  woods  opposite 
our  right,  running  perpendicular  to  the  enemy's  line ;  another  road  ran  obliquely 
towards  the  left,  and  in  rear  of  Johnson's  position. 

McLean's  brigade  was  sent  to  a  place  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  works,  a 
little  to  the  right  of  the  point  of  attack,  with  a  view  Co  attract  the  enemy's  at- 
tention and  draw  his  fire.  As  soon  as  everytliing  was  in  readiness,  about  5  p.  m.,. 
General  Wood  commenced  his  advance,  Hazen's  brigade  leading. 

The  entire  column  marched  briskly  forward,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishei-Sr 
and  vigorously  assaulting  his  main  line.  Complaint  came  immediately  that  the 
supporting  column  under  General  Johnson  was  not  far  enough  advanced.  Gen- 
eral Johnson  was  directed  to  push  forward  a  brigade  to  Hazen's  left.  He 
answered  that  he  was  doing  so,  and  that  it  would  soon  be  in  position.  General 
Wood  became  very  heavily  engaged,  so  as  to  necessitate  moving  forward  his 
supporting  lines,  and  he  found  strong  works  on  his  front,  except,  perhaps,  op- 
posite his  two  left  regiments.  Colonel  Scribner,  who  commanded  General  John- 
son's advance  brigade,  finding  his  own  left  fired  into  from  across  Picket's  Mills 
creek,  halted  and  threw  some  troops  across  it  for  his  protection.  This  delay 
occurring  at  precisely  the  same  time  with  Wood's  assault,  was  unfortunate,  for 
it  enabled  the  enemy  with  his  reserves  to  force  back  the  left  of  General  Wood's 
line,  and  bring  an  enfilading  and  reverse  fire  upon  his  troops.  Again,  by  some 
mistake  of  orders,  McLean's  troops  did  not  show  themselves  to  the  enemy,  nor 
open  any  fire  to  attract  his  attention  on  General  Wood's  right,  so  that  the  enemy 
was  able  to  pour  a  cross-fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  into  his  right  flank. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  soon  became  evident  that  the  assault  had  failed, 
and  that  the  troops  must  be  withdrawn  with  care,  in  order  to  bring  off"  our  wounded, 
and  to  prevent  a  successful  sally  of  the  enemy  from  his  works. 

General  Johnson  formed  his  troops  in  the  rear  of  and  to  the  left  of  the  entire 
position,  while  General  Wood  carenilly  withdrew  his  division  and  formed  on  a 
ridge  further  to  the  right.  General  SicLean  having  been  requested  to  push 
further  to  the  right,  in  order  to  make  connexion  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  dis- 
regarded the  request,  and  moved  off  at  once  by  the  road,  leaving  these  two  divi 
sions  isolated.  He  (McLean)  alleged  in  excuse  that  his  men  were  entirely  with- 
out rations. 

Our  losses  were  very  heavy,  being  upwards  of  fourteen  hundred  (1.400)  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  in  General  Wood's  division  alone. 

Though  the  assault  was  repulsed,  yet  a  position  was  secured  near  Picket's 
mills  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  subsequent  movement  of  the  army,  and  it 
has  been  subsequently  ascertained  that  the  enemy  suffered  immensely  in  the 
action,  and  regarded  it  as  the  severest  attack  made  during  the  eventful  campaign. 

Johnson  and  Wood  made  strong  intrenchments  during  the  night.  General 
Johnson  received  quite  a  severe  wound  from  a  shell,  and  was?  obliged  to  leave 
his  command  the  next  morning. 
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During  the  movement  and  fighting  on  the  left,  Stanley  and  Newton  made 
strong  demonstrations  in  their  respective  fronts.  At  4  p.  m.  the  enemj  tried 
their  lines,  from  wliich  he  was  driven  hack  with  loss. 

May  28. — Very  little  occurred  on  my  front  of  interest  except  the  readjusting 
lines.  Stanley  placed  a  brigade  in  reserve  on  the  Ackworth  road,  opposite  the 
interval  between  General  Wood  and  Major  General  Schofield.  At  4.30  p.  m. 
the  enemy  made  a  slight  demonstration  in  front  of  Generals  Stanley  and  Newton, 
while  he  was  making  a  regular  assault  upon  General  McPherson'd  lines  near 
Dallas.     The  enemy  was  repulsed  at  every  point. 

May  2^9. — Very  little  of  interest  occurred  during  the  day.  An  assault  was 
made  upon  General  Newton's  lines  at  11  p.  m.,  which  his  troops  handsomelv 
repulsed.  Heavy  tiring  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Dallas  a  little  later,  where- 
upon a  strong  demonstration  by  artillery  and  musketry  firing  was  made  by  Stan- 
ley and  Newton. 

May  30  and  31. — Skirmishing  and  some  slight  reconnoissances  by  ourselves 
and  the  enemy,  but  no  material  change  occurred. 

June  1. — The  movement  of  the  army  to  the  left  commencied,  General  Mc- 
Pherson  and  General  Davis  having  withdrawn  from  the  extreme  right  position. 
On  the  2d  the  movement  was  continued;  the  20th  and  23d  corps  and  part  of  the 
14th  passed  beyond  our  extreme  left. 

June  3. and  4. — Nothing  of  consequence  excepting  that  I  thinned  and  extended 
my  lines  so  as  to  cover  the  ground  occupied  by  the  23d  corps,  and  afkerwards 
by  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps,  relieving  those  troops  in  order  to  prolong 
our  lines  to  the  left.  The  result  of  these  movements  was  to  cause  the  enemy  to 
abandon  his  lines  on  the  night  of  June  4. 

June  5. — The  command  rested. 

June  6. — Marched  towards  Ackworth,  crossing  Alatoona  creek,  and  massed  the 
command  near  Dr.  Petere's  house,  on  the  Ackworth  and  Sandtown  road,  about 
two  miles  from  Ackworth,  which  was  already  in  possession  of  our  troops. 

June  7,  8,  and  9. — All  that  was  done  by  the  entire  array  was  establishing  the 
depots  at  Alatoona,  rebuilding  the  bridge  across  the  Etowah,  and  bringing  up 
supplies. 

June  10. — Movements  were  resumed.  The  4th  corps  was  directed  to  follow 
the  14th  along  the  direct  Marietta  road.  The  14th  corps  having  passed  to  the 
left,  this  road  was  opened  to  my  command.  I  pushed  forward  General  Stanley's 
division  in  the  advance  until  within  view  of  Pine  Top,  which  is  an  isolated  hill  just 
to  the  south  of  Burnt  Hickory  and  Marietta  road.  We  here  encountered  the 
enemy's  skirmishers ;  pressing  them  back,  we  discovered  that  Pine  Top  was 
occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force.  At  this  point  the  command  was  halted  to 
wait  for  the  appearance  of  the  14th  corps,  which  was  to  have  the  front  in  the 
order  of  march  for  the  day.  When  it  appeared.  General  Palmer  formed  his  line 
facing  southward  toward  Pine  Top ;  the  two  corps  formed  in  conjunction  and 
pushed  up  to  within  cannon  range  of  the  enemy's  line.  During  the  night  bat- 
teries were  put  in  position,  and  good  works  were  constructed. 

June  11. — General  Palmer's  corps  gained  a  little  ground  to  his  left  and 
front ;  the  interval  left  was  filled  by  my  command. 

June  12  a7id  13. — Heavy  rains  occurred  and  no  change  took  place. 

June  14. — My  lines  were  extended  about  three  hundred  paces,  and  advanced 
some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  on  the  left  towards  the  east  of  Pine  Top,  and  in 
conjunction  with  the  14th  corps.  During  the  last  three  days  much  artillery 
firing  occurred.  We  opened  all  of  our  batteries  whenever  the  enemy  showed 
any  force. 

During  the  night  of  the  14th  the  enemy  abandoned  his  lines  at  Pine  Top,  and 
^withdrew  within  his  works,  already  prepared,  running  from  Keaesaw  to  Lost 
'mountain.     My  troops  occupied  Pine  Top  as  early  as  3  a.  m. 

June  15,  at  11  a.  m.,  I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Thomas  to  form 
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a  column  of  attack,  and  to  move  sonthward,  to  the  left  of  Pine  Top,  promptly 
at  2  p.  m.  Newton's  division  was  selected  to  take  the  lead,  followed  by  the 
divisions  of  Generals  Stanley  and  Wood.  General  Newton  was  required  to  move 
forward  briskly,  with  a  strong  skirmish  line,  and  develope,  if  possible,  a  practi- 
cable point  for  attack,  choosing  his  own  formation.  It  took  General  Newton 
until  3  p.  m.  to  get  his  column  organized,  when  he  pushed  forward  a  strong  line 
of  skirmishers,  which,  in  a  few  moments,  encountered  an  intrenched  skirmish 
line  of  the  enemy.  This  line  was  carried  with  very  little  delay,  whereupon 
General  Newton  moved  up  his  main  lines  to  the  position  gained.  The  skirmish 
line  was  advanced  still  further,  but  encountered  so  heavy  a  musketry  fire  that 
it  was  deemed  prudent  to  deploy  a  portion  of  the  advanced  line.  I  moved  up 
General  Stanley  to  cover  General  Newton's  right  flank. 

In  the  meanwhile  General  Newton  had  driven  the  enemy's  skirmishers  within 
his  main  works,  and  reported  them  so  thoroughly  constructed  and  so  well  manned, 
that  I  deemed  it  improper  to  risk  an  assault  without  a  further  rcconnoissaucc ; 
besides,  the  day  was  already  nearly  spent. 

General  Thomas  approved  of  my  action,  and  directed  me  to  fortify  where  I 
was. 

The  next  day,  June  16,  two  batteries  were  constructed  on  our  skirmish  line. 
In  the  one  on  Stanley's  front  a  valuable  officer.  Captain  Simendson,  General 
Stanley's  chief  of  artillery,  was  killed. 

During  the  night  these  two  batteries  were  connected  by  main  lines  of  intrencli- 
ments,  and  our  troops  moved  into  them.  The  position  of  a  part  of  these  lines 
was  such  that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  had  to  be  pushed  back  to  gain  it.  The 
whole  line  was  then  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy's  works. 

Doubtless  believing  that  we  could  carry  several  points  in  our  front  by  tossaulr, 
the  enemy  determined  to  withdraw  during  the  night ;  at  any  rate  my  troops  entered 
his  abandoned  works  by  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  17th.  Our  skirmish  line 
found  that  of  the  enemy  about  a  mile  beyond  these  works,  and  in  such  a  position 
as  to  indicate  that  he  had  simply  withdrawn  his  left,  without  moving  his  right 
flank.  My  lines  were  formed  facing  eastward.  General  Wood  on  the  right.  Gen- 
eral Newton  on  the  left,  General  Stanley  in  reserve,  and  advanced  well  covered 
with  skinnishers.  The  difficulties  of  the  ground  were  such  that  the  enemy  was 
enabled  to  resist  our  progress  more  than  usual.  It  took  until  night  to  drive  tlie 
enemy's  skirmishers  across  Mud  creek.  After  dark  our  skirmishers  having 
secured  a  favorable  position,  thoroughly  intrenched  it.  Twice  before  daylight 
the  enemy  attempted  to  drive  them  back  but  failed. 

June  18. — At  6  45  a.  m.  it  was  reported  to  me,  by  one  of  General  Wood's 
staff  officers,  that  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  leaving,  whereupon  I  directed  Gen- 
erals Newton  and  Wood  to  advance  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  to  ascertain 
whether  this  report  was  true.  This  movement  commenced  at  once  on  Newton'.s 
front;  the  enemy  seemed  taken  partially  by  surprise,  and  was  driven  from  a 
main  line  of  works.  General  Marker,  perceiving  the  advantage  gained,  without 
waiting  for  orders  deployed  two  of  his  regiments  to  secure  and  hold  this  advanced 
position.  I  directed  General  Newton  to  move  up  his  entire  division  in  support. 
General  Baird's  division  of  the  14th  corps  came  up  very  promptly  on  his  left. 
General  Wood  having  gained  the  ridge  on  the  east  of  Mud  creek,  intrenched 
the  position,  making  a  continous  work.  General  Newton's  troops  were  in  such 
close  contact  with  the  enemy  that  three  men  were  detailed  from  each  company  in 
the  front  line  to  keep  up  a  continuous  fire  to  prevent  him  from  opening  his  artil- 
lery or  musketry,  which,  however,  in  spite  of  this  precaution,  was  occasionally 
done.  As  soon  as  it  was  dark,  Newton's  division  intrenched  strongly  within 
less  than  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  works.  The  advantage  gained  by 
these  movements  was  great ;  the  line  seized  was  that  portion  of  the  old  line  that, 
jutted  out  from  the  new,  which  was  necessary  for  the  enemy  to  hold  to  prevent 
a  successful  assault  upon  the  new  position.     It  had  rained  hard  during  tlie 


254         REPORT  UF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

whole  clay,  and  Mud  creek  was  swollen  so  that  horses  had  to  swim  it,  yet  the 
troops  managed  to  bridge  it  and  cross  with  infantry  and  artillery  and  secure  the 
important  ground  before  described.  General  Thomas,  as  soon  as  he  was  appris- 
ed of  the  position  of  thing.s,  directed  an  assault  for  the  next  day,  but  the  enemy 
again  withdrew  before  morning. 

June  19. — As  soon  as  I  discovered  that  the  onemy  had  gone,  I  directed  Gen- 
eral .Stanley,  at  6  a.  m.,  to  push  forward  towards  Marietta,  which  he  did,  followed 
by  the  other  two  divisions.  He  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmishcirs  near  Wal- 
lace's house,  on  the  Marietta  road,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Nose's 
creek,  beyond  which  he  drove  the  enemy  with  his  infantry  and  artillery.  Gen- 
eral Newton  came  up,  and  did  the  same  on  his  left.  The  command  then  took 
position  on  the  western  bank  of  this  creek.  The  enemy's  position  was  in  plain 
sight  and  within  musketry  range.  His  lines  seemed  to  extend  along  the  crest 
of  Little  Kenesaw  and  the  southern  spur,  refusing  to  his  left  after  reaching  the 
base  of  it.  This  line  was  apparently  unassailable,  being  as  strong  as  possible 
by  nature,  and  having  plenty  of  felled  trees  in  its  front.  General  Hooker,  who 
had  moved  in  a  parallel  column,  had  crossed  Nose's  creek  further  .south,  and 
moved  northward  until  his  left  division  was  near  my  right  flank.  The  neit 
morning,  June  20th,  General  Hooker's  left  division  (William's)  was  relie\'ed 
by  General  W'ood's  division,  and  one  brigade  of  General  Stanley's  division. 
During  the  forenoon  Stanley  crossed  the  creek  in  his  front  and  constructed  a 
line  of  works.  During  the  afternoon  he  carried  a  wooded  hill  in  front  of  Whit- 
taker's  brigade;  also  another,  called  Bald  knob,  in  front  of  his  right  brigade, 
Colonel  Kirby.  Whittaker  rapidly  barricaded  his  new  front.  He  had  hardlj 
got  his  works  constructed  when  they  were  fiercely  assaulted  by  the  enemj, 
who  were  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  The  attempt  was  renewed  several  time?, 
but  with  no  better  success.  On  Kirby's  front,  however,  it  was  attempted  to 
hold  the  knob  by  skirmishers  while  the  pioneers  intrenched.  These  skirmish- 
ers, with  the  pioneers,  were  forced  back  by  the  assault  on  Whittaker's  brigade 
which  extended  to  them,  and  this  position  was  lost  for  the  day. 

June  21. — General  Newton's  division  having  been  relieved  by  General  Pal- 
mer was  moved  to  the  right  of  General  Wood's,  relieving  a  part  of  General 
Hooker's  troops.  At  11.30  a.  m.  I  ordered  that  Colonel  Kirby  and  Colonel 
Nodine,  commanding  General  Wood's  left  brigade,  move  in  conjunction,  and 
seize  and  hold  the  Bald  knob  that  Kirby  had  lost  the  evening  before ;  the 
enemy  had  then  intrenched  it  pretty  strongly,  and  it  waa  under  the  hottest 
kind  of  a  fire  from  his  guns.  I  directed  a  concentrated  artillery  fire  of  a  half 
hour's  duration  upon  this  point,  and  ordered  the  advance,  which  was  promptly 
made.  The  enemy  was  driven  off,  a  number  of  prisoners  were  taken,  the  knob 
was  secured,  and  the  crest  was  intrenched  while  the  enemy  were  firing  upon  it 
from  two  batteries  of  artillery.  General  Wood  pushed  two  of  his  regiments  still 
further  to  the  front  and  right,  and  took  possession  of  a  height,  which  made  the 
enemy  abandon  a  long  intrenched  skirmish  line  and  enabled  us  to  move  forward 
our  right  across  an  open  field,  four  or  five  hundred  yards. 

June  22. — General  Hooker  advanced  his  corps  in  an  easterly  direction  on  my 
right,  and  my  right  division  was  wheeled  up  in  connexion  with  the  movement, 
occasioning  heavy  skirmishing  in  its  front.  About  5  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  an 
assault  on  General  Hooker's  right  division,  (General  Williams's,)  and  I  was 
soon  requested  to  relieve  his  left  division  (General  Butterfield's,)  for  a  re-enforce- 
ment with  my  troops.  I  sent  every  regiment  that  I  had  out  of  line  at  once. 
General  Thomas  had  already  directed  that  General  Stanley's  should  be  relieved 
by  General  King's,  but  this  could  not  be  effected  until  after  dark,  owing  to  Kmg'« 
close  proximity  to  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  relieved  during  the  night,  Stanley 
pushed  his  entire  command  to  my  right. 

June  23. — In  accordance  with  request  of  General  Thomas,  I  tried  an  intrenched 
height  in  front  of  General  Newton's  and  Stanley's  position,  it  being  doubted 
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whetheV  or  not  this  was  a  position  of  the  enemy's  main  line.  I  opened  upon  it 
a  concentrated  artillery  lire  from  as  many  guns  as  1  could  bring  to  bear,  and 
immediately  afterwards  advanced  a  strong  skirmish  line,  which  drove  the  enemy 
within  his  works  and  developed  a  heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire.  By  this 
operation  I  advanced  our  lines  particularly  on  the  extreme  right,  to  very  close 
proximity  to  the  rebel  works.  These  proved  to  be  his  main  lines,  covered  by 
troublesome  abatis  and  oth6r  entanglements. 

June  24,  25,  and  2(j. — The  corps  remained  in  the  same  position. 

June  27. — In  General  Thomas's  Special  Field  Order  of  June  26th  1  was  re- 
quired to  assault  the  enemy's  works  at  some  point  near  the  left  of  General 
Stanley's  division.  General  Palmer,  with  his  column  on  my  right,  was  directed 
to  carry  the  enemy's  works  in  his  front.  The  whole  movement  was  to  take 
place  at  S  a.  m.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the  ground  I  found  only  tVo 
points  where  the  troops  could  have  a  reasonable  cover  in  Stanley's  front,  and 
decided  to  make  two  columns  of  attack.  Brigadier  General  Harker  led  one 
column  and  General  Wagner  another,  while  General  Kimball  moved  in  support, 
in  echelon  with  Wagner's  brigade.  These  columns  had  eafch  a  regimental-di- 
vision front,  and  were  separated  by  about  one  hundred  yards  interval ;  the  whole 
front  was  covered  by  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers.  Such  trpops  of  Stanley's  and 
Wood's  as  were  free  to  move  were  massed  in  support.  The  artillery  of  the 
•corps  was  so  placed  as  to  bring  a  heavy  fire  on  the  points  of  attack.  General 
Palmer's  arrangements  were  made  simultaneous  with  mine.  The  artillery  opened 
from  all  points,  and  continued  firing  for  about  fifteen  minutes.  At  a  preconcerted 
signal  the  columns  pushed  rapidly  forward,  driving  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
and  were  not  checked  until  they  reached  the  entanglements  in  front  of  the 
•enemy's  works.  At  this  place  the  artillery  and  infantry  fire  was  so  galling  that 
the  advance  was  stopped.  General  Harker  is  reported  to  have  made  a  second 
advance,  when  he  received  the  wound  which  caused  his  death.  Some  of  his 
«ien  succeeded  in  reaching  the  enemy's  works,  but  failed  to  secure  a  lodgement. 
As  soon  as  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy's  intrenchments  could  not  be  car- 
ried by  assault,  the  command  was  directed  to  resume  its  former  position.  Our 
losses  were  very  heavy,  particularly  in  valuable  officers.  1  call  special  attention 
to  report  of  Brigadier  General  Newton  of  this  attack,  and  to  his  opinion  as  to 
the  causes  of  its  being  unsuccessful.  My  experience  is,  that  a  line  of  works 
throughly  constructed,  with  the  front  well  covered  v/ith  abatis  and  other  entan- 
glements, well  manned  with  infantry,  whether  with  our  own  or  that  of  the  enemy, 
cannot  be  carried  by  direct  assault ;  the  exceptions  are  when  some  one  of  the 
above  conditions  are  wanting,  or  where  the  defenders  are  taken  by  surprise. 
The  strength  of  such  a  line  is,  of  course,  increased  by  well-arranged  batteries. 
Notwithstanding  the  probabilities  against  success,  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
assault  strong  works,  as  has  occurred  in  several  instances  during  the  present 
campaign. 

From  June  28  to  July  2,  inclusive,  preparations  were  made  and  partially 
executed  for  resting  the  left  of  the  entire  anny  opposite  the  southern  extremity 
of  Little  Kenisaw,  so  as  to  extend  the  right  and  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank. 
The  enemy,  doubtless  perceiving  these  movements,  evacuated  his  position  in  our 
front  on  the  night  of  the  2d. 

July  3. — The  corps  marched  from  camp  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  at  ''*  a.  m,. 
Stanley's  division  leading.  After  passing  through  Marietta  the  corps  followed 
a  route  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and  came  upon  the  enemy's  skirmishers  near 
Neal  Dow  station,  betwceu  three  and  four  miles  south  of  Marietta.  Stanley's 
division  was  deployed  confronting  the  enemy,  the  right  resting  on  the  railroad, 
and  the  other  two  divisions  were  massed  in  reserve  a  little  south  of  this  point, 
at  a  place  known  as  Smyrna  camp-ground.  The  enemy  had  constructed  another 
good  system  of  works  behind  a  wide,  open  field,  almost  covering  his  entire  front. 
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^              'e.  The  order  of  instructions  was  not  received  till  5  a.  m.,  just  as 

oving.     As  far  as  concerned  this  command,  it  was  to  march 

\         ^.  'M;ad,  and  go  into  position  on  the  left  of  the  place  along  the 

^  '"           .."^  ickhead  road.     Newton's  head  of  column  left  camp  at  4.30 

*.V\.       ,.  ^  ^tion  was  encountered  till  near  Nancy's  creek,  on  the 

—       .  '           *' .  enemy's  cavalry  was  disposed,  supportino^  a  section 

:^^^^''^v^     .        '-  ,                    '088  the  creek  was  partially  hurned.     The  enemy 

!*.\*^»     *  .  •                        's  advance;  batteries,  however,  were  placed  in 

.-    ".\    •    ' .  ■ '^  '-^i                        enemy's  guns.     After  some  little  delay  the 

-..^    '  way,  and  the  bridge  rebuilt.     The  column 

'/    •'     *     ■  .  '5  cavalry,  reached  Backhead  about  noon, 

^  »'^  ,  •  '^°*  ^**'^°^  General  Thomas,  General 

[^  •  down  the  Buck  Head  and  Atlanta  road 

'         ^  ■•*    **  ^  a.  m.     The  enemy's  outposts,  driven  in  by 

•  *  ^.  \  '  o^  ^^^^^  crossing.     Having  accompanied  this 

"^-  *    •  .  *  vvell-constructed  bridge-head  on  the  high  ground 

r^     '  ^  '^♦^  omy  had  artillery  and  infantry  and  was  in  consider- 

.      ''.\   *  \  anwhile  reconnoitred  on  the  Decatur  road,  driving  the 

'■  /  ''r     *  ,    he  seized  the  bridge,  just  burning,  across  the  north  fork 

^»  V  icek,  and  saved  the  most  of  it.     Newton  pushed  a  reconnois- 

.termediate  road  to  Peach  Tree  creek,  but  found  the  bridge  already 

and  the  enemy  intrenched  in  force  on  the  opposite  bank.     All  of 

.*cts  were  immediately  reported  to  General  Thomjis.     11.20  a,  m.,  instruc- 

.6  were  received  from  General  Thomas  to  cross  Peach  Tree  creek,  whereupon 

vreneral  Wood  was  required  to  effect  a  crossing  near  his  position ;  he  succeeded 

in  crossing  the  creek  beyond  the  enemy's  left  flank,  turned  his  position,  forced 

him  from  the  bridge-head  and  moved  over  two  brigades  of  his  division  to  hold 

the  points  gained.     He  immediately  commenced  to  rebuild  the  bridge.     Stanley 

also,  on  the  Decatur  road,  repaired  the  old  bridge  and  constructed  a  new  one. 

Newton's  division  was  moved  to  Peach  Tree  creek  in  support  of  General  Wood. 

Stanley  moved  across  the  north  fork  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

July  20. — There  being  a  slight  conflict  of  orders  received,  I  visited  depart- 
ment headquarters  at  daylight,  and  was  instructed  to  push  one  division  on  the 
direct  Atlanta  road,  and  to  move  the  other  two  as  directly  as  possible  to  the 
support  of  General  Schofield.  General  Newton  was  instructed  to  relieve  the 
troops  of  General  Wood  in  his  vecinity,  and  General  Wood  to  close  up  on 
Greneral  Stanley  on  the  Decatur  road.  General  Stanley  commenced  the  march 
at  7  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  to  the  crossing  of  the  south  fork  of  Peach  Tree  creek, 
followed  by  General  Wood.  Here  the  bridge  was  found  to  have  been  burned  ; 
having  pushed  over  a  strong  skirmish  line,  a  new  bridge  was  built.  At  10  a.  m. 
General  Stanley  began  to  cross  his  column.  His  skirmishers  were  already 
engaged.  Communication  was  had  with  General  Schofleld  who  was  moving  on  a 
road  about  a  mile  to  our  left.  This  road  and  mine  gradually  converged  towards 
Atlanta.  Soon  the  enemy  fired  with  shells  and  canister  upon  Stanley *s  advance, 
and  the  resistance  became  obstinate,  thus  indicating  that  we  were  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  force.  General  Stanley  drove  in  the  enemy's  outposts  and  came  up  in 
sight  of  intrenchments,  well  made  and  located,  in  front  of  which  the  usual  line 
of  skirmishers  was  formed.  Little  was  done  until  near  night,  except  to  deploy 
our  lines,  and  make  works  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy's  position  ;  General 
Wood  forming  to  the  right  of  General  Stanley.  During  the  afternoon  and 
evening  General  Stanley  had  a  severe  skinnish,  driving  in  a  portion  of  the 
enemy's  picket  line,  and  capturing  the  rest  in  his  front.  Newton's  division,  in 
accordance  with  instructions  from  department  headquarters,  endeavored  to  push 
on  towards  Atlanta  on  the  direct  road.  As  General  Newton  was  separated  from 
the  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps  by  an  interval  of  nearly  two  miles,  and  as 
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Having  come  upon  the  enemy's  intrenched  skirmish  line,  and  it  being  late  in 
the  day  when  the  troops  had  arrived,  no  further  advance  was  ordered. 

July  4. — General  Newton's  and  General  Wood's  divisions  were  moved  up  into 
line,  on  the  left  of  General  Stanley's,  at  9  a.  m.  General  Stanley  was  ordered 
to  strengthen  his  skirmish  line  and  assault  and  carry  the  skirmish  line  ot  the 
enemy,  which  was  unusually  strong.  It  had  intrenched  pits,  with  from  ten  to 
twenty  men  in  each,  and  these,  in  many  places,  were  not  more  than  twenty 
yards  apart.  Generals  Newton  and  Wood  were  ordered  to  move  their  skirmish 
lines  in  conjunction  with  General  Stanley's.  The  movement  commenced  at  about 
11  a.  m.  The  lines  were  handsomely  carried  in  Stanley's  front  under  a  trying 
artillery  fire,  in  addition  to  the  musketry  fire  from  the  rifle-pits.  Immediately, 
General  Stanley  moved  up  his  main  line  and  intrenched  the  position  gained. 
This  was  within  short  musketry  range  of  the  enemy's  continuous  works.  Gen- 
eral Newton  took  a  part  of  the  same  line,  as  also  did  General  Wood,  at  a  later 
hour.     During  the  night  the  enemy  again  retreated. 

July  5. — Pursuit  was  continued  by  my  corps  along  the  railroad.  General  Wood 
leading;  very  little  skirmishing  until  the  head  of  the  column  reached  Vining's 
station.  From  this  point  a  road  led  to  the  east  toward  Atlanta,  crossing  the 
Chattahoochee  river  at  Pace's  ferry,  where  the  enemy  had  a  pontoon  bridge. 
Wood's  skirmishers  encountered  a  brigade  of  dismounted  cavalry,  which  had  its 
front  covered  by  rail  barricades  along  a  ridge  at  right  angles  to  the  above-named 
road,  and  one  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  station.  He  quickly  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  barricades  and  pushed  on  to  the  river,  where  he  arrived  in  time  to  save 
a  greater  part  of  the  enemy's  bridge.  The  dismounted  cavalry  seemed  to  have 
retreated  by  a  river  road,  that  we  did  not  then  know,  towards  the  railroad  bridge, 
and  therefore  escaped  capture.  This  accomplished,  the  command  went  into  camp 
on  a  high  ground  near  to  and  facing  the  river. 

July  6,  7,  and  8. — Remained  in  position,  making  an  occasional  demonstratioc 
and  feint  as  if  to  throw  a  bridge,  with  a  view  to  keep  as  large  a  force  of  the  enemv 
on  the  opposite  bank  as  possible. 

July  9. — In  accordance  with  instructions  from  department  headquarters  Gen- 
eral Newton's  division  was  sent  to  Roswell  factory  to  support  General  GarrardV 
cavalry  in  effecting  a  crossing  of  the  Chattahoochee  at  that  point.  He  crossed 
and  made  a  bridge-head. 

July  10. — Stanley's  and  Wood's  divisions  moved  to  near  the  mouth  of  Soap 
creek  in  support  of  General  Schofield,  who  had  crossed  the  river  at  that  point. 

July  11. — At  5  p.  m.  received  orders  to  secure  the  heights  opposite  PowersV 
ferry,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chattahoochee,  to  protect  the  laying  of  a  bridge 
at  that  point.  Stanley's  division  fulfilled  these  instructions  the  next  morning' 
at  daylight,  passing  the  river  at  Schofield's  bridge.  • 

July  12. — At  3  a.  m.  received  the  order  from  General  Thomas  to  move  my 
entire  corps  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  crossing  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Powen^'.- 
ferry  that  Colonel  Buell  was  directed  to  lay.  Wood's  division  moved  over  :i- 
soon  as  the  bridge  was  completed,  while  General  Newton's  division  retume^i 
from  Roswell  factory  and  crossed  the  next  morning.  The  two  later  division^ 
formed  a  slrong  line  on  Stiinley's  left  and  front. 

July  13,  14,  15,  and  16. — My  command  remained  in  position. 

July  17.  General  Wood's  division  moved  down  the  south  side  of  the  riv.r 
three  miles,  to  clear  the  way  for  laying  a  bridge  at  Pace's  ferry  and  cover  tin 
crossing  of  the  14th  corps.  As  so  ni  as  this  was  accomplished  the  division  re- 
turned Owing  to  the  rugged  nature  of  the  country ,^the  want  of  roads,  and  tbi- 
proximity  of  the  enemy's  masses  to  Pace's  ferry,  Wood'^  movement  was  an 
important  and  delicate  one.  It  was  satisfactorily  executeJ,  and  without  an  en- 
gagement. 

July  18 — An  intimation  was  given  by  signal  despatch  about  midnigbt  thai 
orders  would  be  received  by  daylight.     Upon  this  despatch  the  corps  was  di- 
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reeled  to  move.  The  order  of  inetructions  was  not  received  till  5  a.  m.,  just  as 
the  corps  was  moving.  As  far  as  concerned  this  command,  it  was  to  march 
directly  on  Buckhead,  and  go  into  position  on  the  left  of  the  place  along  the 
Turner's  ferry  and  Buckhead  road.  Newton's  head  of  column  left  camp  at  4.30 
a.  m.  Very  little  oppositiou  was  encountered  till  near  Nancy's  creek,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  which  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  disposed,  supporting  a  section 
of  artillery.  The  bridge  across  the  creek  was  partially  burned.  The  enemy 
opened  his  artillery  on  Newton's  advance ;  batteries,  however,  were  placed  in 
position  and  fired,  driving  off  the  enemy's  guns.  After  some  little  delay  the 
creek  was  crossed,  the  enemy  driven  away,  and  the  bridge  rebuilt.  Tfce  column 
progressed,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  cavalry, reached  Buckhead  about  noon, 
and  took  up  the  position  above  indicated. 

July  19. — In  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Thomas,  General 
Wood's  division  made  a  reconnoissance  down  the  Buck  Head  and  Atlanta  road 
reaching  Peach  Tree  creek  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  enemy's  outposts,  driven  in  by 
General  Wood,  burned  the  bridge  after  crossing.  Having  accompanied  this 
reconnoissance  I  discovered  a  well-constructed  bridge-head  on  the  high  ground 
beyond  the  creek.  The  enemy  had  artillery  and  infantry  and  was  in  consider- 
able force.  Stanley  meanwhile  reconnoitred  on  the  Decatur  road,  driving  the 
enemy's  skirmishers ;  he  seized  the  bridge,  just  burning,  across  the  north  fork 
of  Peach  Tree  creek,  and  saved  the  most  of  it.  Newton  pushed  a  reconnois- 
sance on  an  intermediate  road  to  Peach  Tree  creek,  but  found  the  bridge  already 
destroyed,  and  the  enemy  intrenched  in  force  on  the  opposite  bank.  All  of 
these  facts  were  immediately  reported  to  General  Thomas.  11.20  a.  m.,  instruc- 
tions were  received  from  General  Thomas  to  cross  Peach  Tree  creek,  whereupon 
General  Wood  was  required  to  effect  a  crossing  near  his  position ;  he  succeeaed 
in  crossing  the  creek  beyond  the  enemy's  left  flank,  turned  his  position,  forced 
him  from  the  bridge-head  and  moved  over  two  brigades  of  his  division  to  hold 
the  points  gained.  He  immediately  commenced  to  rebuild  the  bridge.  Stanley 
also,  on  the  Decatur  road,  repaired  the  old  bridge  and  constructed  a  new  one. 
Newton's  division  was  moved  to  Peach  Tree  creek  in  support  of  General  Wood. 
Stanley  moved  across  the  north  fork  and  encamped  for  tne  night. 

July  20. — There  being  a  slight  conflict  of  orders  received,  I  visited  depart- 
ment headquarters  at  daylight,  and  was  instructed  to  push  one  division  on  the 
direct  Atlanta  road,  and  to  move  the  other  two  as  directly  as  possible  to  the 
support  of  General  Schofield.  General  Newton  was  instructed  to  relieve  the 
troops  of  General  Wood  in  his  vecinity,  and  General  Wood  to  close  up  on 
General  Stanley  on  the  Decatur  road.  General  Stanley  commenced  the  march 
at  7  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  to  the  crossing  of  the  south  fork  of  Peach  Tree  creek, 
followed  by  General  Wood.  Here  the  bridge  was  found  to  have  been  burned  ; 
having  pushed  over  a  strong  skirmish  line,  a  new  bridge  was  built.  At  10  a.  m. 
(Jeneral  Stanley  began  to  cross  his  column.  His  skirmishers  were  already 
engaged.  Communication  was  had  with  General  Schofield  who  was  moving  on  a 
road  about  a  mile  to  our  left.  This  road  and  mine  gradually  converged  towards 
Atlanta.  Soon  the  enemy  fired  with  shells  and  canister  upon  Stanley *s  advance, 
and  the  resistance  became  obstinate,  thus  indicating  that  we  were  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  force.  General  Stanley  drove  in  the  enemy's  outposts  and  came  up  in 
sight  of  intrenchments,  well  made  and  located,  in  front  of  which  the  usual  line 
of  skirmishers  was  formed.  Little  was  done  until  near  night,  except  to  deploy 
our  lines,  and  make  works  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy's  position  ;  General 
Wood  forming  to  the  right  of  General  Stanley.  During  the  afternoon  and 
evening  General  Stanley  had  a  severe  skirmish,  driving  in  a  portion  of  the 
enemy's  picket  line,  and  capturing  the  rest  in  his  front.  Newton's  division,  in 
accordance  with  instructions  from  department  headquarters,  endeavored  to  push 
on  towards  Atlanta  on  the  direct  road.  As  General  Newton  was  separated  from 
the  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps  by  an  interval  of  nearly  two  miles,  and  as 
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it  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  communicate  with  him,  I  directed  tbit  be 
should  report  for  orders  to  General  Thomas.  The  latter  instructed  him  to  wih 
till  the  20th  corps  had  formed  a  junction  with  him,  and  then  advance.  About 
1  p.  m.  he  ordered  forward  his  skirmishers,  driving  in  those  of  the  enenj, 
securing  for  himself  important  ground  and  ascertaining  that  the  enemy  was  oear 
by  in  strong  force  ;  whereupon  he  located  two  brigades  in  line,  nearly  perpen- 
dicular to  the  road,  on  the  right  and  left,  and  moved  the  other  up  in  colamn  for 
support.  Between  the  two  deployed  brigades  a  battery  of  four  guns  was  pitted. 
General  Newton  covered  his  front  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  rough  nil  barri- 
cades. Soon  he  was  severely  attacked  in  front  by  a  division  of  the  enemy. 
Another  division  had  already  pushed  back  his  skirmishers  and  passed  his  left 
flank,  thrusting  itself  between  the  Pea  Vine  and  Peach  Tree  creeks.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  front  attack  a  third  rebel  division  attacked  his  right.  l*be 
general  seems  to  have  given  his  attention  first  to  the  left ;  his  artillery,  not  in 
position  in  front,  was  located  in  the  rear,  and  together  with  some  musketry  fire 
from  detached  regiments,  checked  and  drove  back  this  flanking  force  into  tbe 
woods.  Next  the  front  attack,  which  enveloped  the  left,  was  handsomely  met, 
and  the  enemy  was  driven  back  with  loss.  The  attack  upon  his  right  va» 
repulsed  by  his  right  brigade,  which  was  obliged  to  protect  his  flank  by  fonning 
a  line  at  right  angles  to  its  position.  This  flank  was,  however,  soon  covered  br 
the  advance  of  the  20th  corps.  A  second  attempt  was  made  on  Newton'*  left 
and  rear.  This  time  General  Thomas  had  sent  him  an  additional  battery  from 
the  20th  corps,  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  guns  already  in  position,  and 
another  four-gun  battery  belonging  to  Newton,  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy** 
columns.  He  was  then  easily  repulsed,  after  the  first  attack.  Several  8llbe^ 
quent  assaults  were  made  upon  Newton's  lines,  the  action  lasting  until  dark. 
The  brigade  commanders.  Brigadier  General  Kimball,  Colonels  Bndley  and 
Blake  arc  highly  complimented  for  gallantry,  also  other  ofiicers,  in  GenenI 
Newton's  report.  The  position  held  was  vital,  securing  as  it  did  the  Back  Head 
and  Atlanta  road,  and  constituting  the  left  of  our  right  wing  while  the  army  wa# 
divided.  The  loss  of  the  division  was  small  compared  with  that  of  the  20tb 
corps  engaged  in  its  immediate  right.  This  resulted  from  the  peculiar  diepwi- 
tions  of  the  troops,  and  that  they  had  time  to  cover  their  front  with  Bl%lit 
barricades.  The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  in  front  of  this  division, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred,  (1,500 J  while  the  casualties  of  tb^ 
division  itself  were  about  one  hundred  (100.)  General  Newton's  divisioobeld 
possefesion  of  the  field  and  buried  the  enemy's  dead.  In  the  night  the  cncmj 
withdrew  from  the  angle  between  Newton's  left  and  the  north  fork  of  Pearb 
Tree  creek,  enabling  General  Wood,  in  the  morning,  to  swing  up  a  mile  and  » 
half  upon  his  extreme  right. 

July  21. — Generals  Stanley  and  Wood  again  pressed  up  close  to  the  enemvV 
new  lines  and  skirmished  sharply  with  him  during  the  entire  day.  Batte^i^' 
were  placed  in  position  and  fired  continuously  at  every  point  where  they  could 
produce  any  cfiect.  During  the  night  the  enemy  evacuated  his  works  and  moTe: 
into  Atlanta. 

July  22. — At  daylight  General  Stanley  and  General  Wood  moved  on  difenti 
roads  towards  Atlanta.  Stanley  came  upon  the  skirmishers  about  two  mil^ 
from  the  city,  and  immediately  deployed  his  lines ;  General  Wood  formed  np* 
his  right,  pushing  well  to  the  front,  and  taking  possession  of  an  important  Ttkr^^ 
General  Newton  moved  upon  the  Buck  Head  road  and  formed  a  junction  »!it 
Wood's  division. 

In  this  general  position  my  lines  were  established  and  fortified,  and  tbe  b«: 
teries  of  the  corps,  for  tbe  most  part,  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to  bring  a  ir^ 
upon  the  enemy's  works  or  the  city  beyond.  During  the  day  a  terrific  b*n> 
occuiTed  between  l\\e  ^woiTcvj  ^vvvv^l  \.W  wmy  of  the  lennessee,  on  theextRO^ 
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left;  meanwhile,  iu  accordance  with  instructions  received,  I  held  my  command 
in  momentary  readiness  to  move. 

Juli/  23,  24,  25,  26. — My  corps  remained  substantially  in  the  same  position, 
having  completed  a  system  of  works  strong  enough  to  be  held  by  a  thin  single 
line. 

Juli/  27. — In  obedience  to  orders  from  Major  General  Sherman,  I  took  leave 
of  the  4th  army  corps,  and  assumed  command  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  say  that  it  pains  me  not  to  be  able  to  give  a  substantial 
reward  to  officer^  who  have  so  faithfully,  so  energetically  and  unselfishly  co- 
operated with  me  during  our  prolonged  and  arduous  campaign.  I  leave  the  gal- 
lant oflGicers  and  soldiers  in  the  hands  of  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  com- 
manders for  honorable  mention,  wishing  it  understood  that  I  am  the  earnest  friend 
of  e^ery  one  who  is  true  and  patriotic. 

Major  General  Stanley,  Brigadier  General  Newton,  and  Brigadier  General 
Wood,  commanding  divisions,  have  served  the  country  for  the  last  hundred  days 
with  ability  and  constancy,  and  to  them  I  tender  my  warmest  thanks.  All  under 
their  command  I  must  leave  without  special  notice,  from  the  fact  that  otherwise 
the  list  would  be  too  extended.  For  gallantry,  efficiency,  unflinching  activity, 
and  gentlemanly  deportment,  I  commend  the  different  members  of  my  staff,  viz  : 

Colonel  F.  T.  Sherman,  cliief  of  staff,  captured  while  reconnoitring,  July  7 ; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  S.  Fullerton,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
O.  H.  Howard,  assistant  inspector  general ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  Hayes,  chief 
quartermaster;  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  Remick,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence ; 
Surgeon  Theo.  H.  Heard,  medical  director;  Captain  £.P.  Pearson,  seventeenth 
United  States  infantry,  commissary  of  musters;  Captain  Henry  Kaldenbaugh, 
provost  marshal;  Captain  Joseph  A.  Schoesinger,  staff  Quartermaster;  Captain 
H.  M.  Stinson,  aide-de-camp,  seriously  wounded  through  the  lungs.  May  27; 
Captain  F.  W.  Gilbreth,  aide-de-camp;  Captain  E.  H.  Kerlin,  volunteer  aide-de- 
camp ;  Captain  Lyman  Bridges,  chief  of  artillery. 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate,  now  that  I  am  separated  from  your  army,  to  ex- 
press my  appreciation  of  the  uniform  confidence  reposed  in  me  by  the  commanding 
general,  and  to  acknowledge  that  I  owe  any  success  or  reputation  I  may  have 
gained  while  in  command  of  the  4th  corps  in  a  great  measure  to  himself.  Here- 
with pleas<^  find  a  list  of  casualties,  also  of  recommendations  for  promotion. 

Major  Francis  Mohrhardt  is  highly  commended  for  his  carefulness  in  mapping 
the  country  passed  over  by  the  troops. 

Report  of  casuallies  in  fourth  army  corps  from  May  3,  1864,  to  and  including 

July  26,  1864. 
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Aggregate  strength  on  leaving  Cleveland,  excluding  the  regiments  left  back 
as  guards  at  that  place  and  Ottawah,  twenty  thousand,  (20,000,)  very  nearly. 
Promotions  for  effective  service  and  gallantry  in  action  have  been  recommended 
from  time  to  time  apart  from  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major  General. 
Brigadier  General  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff  J  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Official : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG. 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Report  of  the  operations  of  the  \th  army  corps,  from  the  21th  day  of  Jul}/- 
before  Atlanta,  until  after  the  battle  ofJonfsboro'  and  the  reoccupatiai^ofwr 
position  about  Atlanta. 

Hbadquarteks  4th  Army  Corps,  Dkp't  of  the  CumberlaiND, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  15,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  upon  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,  General 
Howard,  commanding  4tn  army  corps,  turned  the  con^and  over  to  me  and  lef\ 
the  same  morning  to  take  command  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  corps 
was  at  this  time  occupying  a  line  of  works  confronting  the  fortifications  of  Atlanta, 
extending  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  northwest  of  the  Buck  Head  road  to  the 
neighborhood  of  what  was  known  as  the  Howard  house,  General  Newton  holdiog 
the  right,  Wood  the  centre,  and  the  first,  my  old  division,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Gross,  the  left.  During  the  27th  the  position  was  strengthened  ind 
batteries  were  put  into  play  upon  Atlanta.  On  the  28th  we  were  directed  to 
make  a  strong  demonstration  against  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  carry  a  point 
of  his  line.  This  was  done  by  a  strong  re-enforced  skirmish  line,  and  the  enemy's 
rifle-pits  were  carried  upon  Wood's  and  Grose's  front ;  but  the  fi?©  of  artillciy 
was  so  severe,  and  the  main  work  of  the  enemy  seemed  so  well  filled,  that  no 
attempt  was  made  to  carry  it.  We  took,  upon  this  occasion,  about  fifty  (50) 
prisoners,  and  retained  and  fortified  for  our  skirmish  line  that  of  the  enemy. 
During  the  29th,  30th,  and  31st,  no  changes  were  made  upon  our  lines.  Being 
notified  that  the  army  of  the  Ohio  would  be  withdrawn,  leaving  the  4th  corps 
upon  the  flank  of  the  army,  a  new  flank  was  constructed  upon  the  Ist  of  August, 
running  from  the  point  at  which  the  Buck  Head  road  intersected  our  front  line 
along  Uie  line  of  Spring  creek.     This  line  we  subsequently  did  not  need  to  nac 

The  army  of  the  Ohio  moved  out  the  night  of  the  Ist  of  August,  and  it  wis 
deemed  advisable  to  keep  up  a  show  of  force  in  the  line  occupied  by  them ;  tbe 
first  division  were  accordingly  so  extended  as  to  occupy  all  the  line  occupied  by 
General  Schofield.  This  was  intended  as  only  a  temporary  arrangement  to  b^ 
maintained  twenty-four  hours,  but  was  finally  kept  up  until  the  investment  of 
Atlanta  was  abandoned.  The  second  was  employed  strengthening  our  hnes- 
On  the  3d  a  demonstration  was  made  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  froB 
Schofield's  movements.  The  rebel  picket  line  was  again  captured,  and  thirty 
(30)  of  their  men  fell  into  our  hands.  On  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th,  the  demonstia- 
tions  were  continued,  with  such  variations  as  our  judgments  could  suggest,  aD, 
however,  tending  to  confirm  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  held  his  line  in  loo  rtroog 
force  to  be  carried  by  any  sudden  dash.  From  this  date  to  the  serenlecoth  no 
special  movement  was  made.  Our  lines  were  very  thin,  probably  not  more  than 
one  rank  in  many  paits  of  the  work ;  but  the  lack  of  force  was  supplied  by  the 
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material  defences  we  constructed,  cousisting  of  abatis,  fraises,  &c.,  so  well  applied 
as  to  make  our  line  almost  invulnerable.  On  the  17tb  orders  were  received 
directing  the  withdrawing  of  the  corps  from  their  investing  line,  and  the  massing 
of  the  troops  behind  the  14th  corps ;  this  order  also  directed  the  providing  of  forage, 
rations,  and  ammunition  for  an  expedition  of  fifteen  days.  The  movement  was  to 
commence  on  the  night  of  the  18th;  but  the  same  day  orders  were  received 
delaying  the  order  until  further  instructions,  in  anticipation  of  favorable  results 
from  a  contemplated  raid  upon  the  Macon  railroad  by  General  Kilpatrick's  com- 
mand. During  the  18th,  19th,  20th,  and  21st,  demonstrations  were  constantly- 
kept  up  against  the  enemy's  position  to  favor  the  movements  of  Kilpatrick.  By 
the  display  of  troops,  exhibition  of  flags  in  new  places,  and  by  strong  recon- 
noissances  poshed  south  of  the  Decatur  road,  the  enemy  were  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  we  had  extended  our  lines  to  the  left,  and  considerable  change  was 
made  in  his  disposition  of  troops  to  meet  us.  These  demonstrations,  always 
resulting  in  severe  skirmishes,  were  not  without  some  loss  1o  us;  but  our  men 
never  failed  to  drive  the  enemy  into  his  main  works.  On  the  night  of  the  25th, 
the  movement  of  withdrawal  directed  to  take  place  on  the  18th  was  successfully 
carried  out ;  the  troops  quietly  withdrew  from  the  left  at  nightfall.  The  pick- 
eta,  under  charge  of  Colonel  Bennett,  seventy-fifth  Illinois,  came  away  so  secretly 
that  the  enemy  continued  firing  all  night,  only  discovering  our  absence  at  day- 
break. One  surgeon,  one  captain,  and  two  privates  were  captured  by  the  enemy. 
the  result  of  their  own  inexcusable  straggling.  The  rear  guard  of  the  divi- 
sion (Newton'e)  reached  Proctor's  creek  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The 
corps  was  formed  in  line  at  this  point.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  followed 
and  engaged  ours  about  8  a.  m.  On  the  26th,  after  wasting  an  hour,  and  finding 
that  we  were  followed  only  by  a  skirmish  line,  the  corps  was  put  in  motion. 
General  Kimball's  division,  west  of  Proctor's  creek,  covering  the  movement. 
About  the  time  the  troops  were  stretched  out  on  the  road  the  attack  upon  our 
pickets  became  more  serious,  and  General  Kimball  had  to  send  two  regiments, 
which  had  first  gotten  in  position  behind  an  old  breastwork,  when  the  rebel 
skirmish  line  charged.  They  received  a  volley  which  dispersed  them,  and  our 
rear  came  away  without  any  further  molestation.  The  day  was  exceedingly 
sultry,  and  the  most  trying  upon  the  men,  of  any  during  the  campaign.  The 
corps,  however,  made  a  good  march,  crossing  Utoy  creek,  and  taking  position  in 
line  of  battle,  facing  east,  in  the  vicinity  of  Utoy  post  office.  On  the  27th  we 
moved  by  a  road  leading  south,  and  took  position  at  Mount  Gilead  church,  form- 
ing line,  facing  nearly  south.  The  enemy's  pickets  were  just  in  front  of  us. 
At  this  place  they  fired  a  few  shots  from  artillery  at  our  pickets.  On  the  28th 
the  corps  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Red  Oak,  on  the  West  Point  railroad,  following 
the  14th  corps,  (the  artillery  and  trains  following  a  parallel  road  to  the  west  of 
the  one  used  by  us.)  We  encamped  for  the  night  in  line  of  battle,  facing  east. 
On  the  29th  General  Wood,  with  two  brigades  of  his  division,  and  Taylor's 
brigade  of  Kimball's  division,  co  operated  with  the  14th  corps  in  the  destruction 
of  the  West  Point  railroad.  The  road  was  thoroughly  destroyed  to  a  point  three 
and  a  half  miles  from  East  Point.  On  the  30th  moved  by  Ballard's  to  Mrs. 
Long's,  on  the  Altanta  and  Fayetteville  road.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  were 
found,  and  proved  very  obstinate.  On  the  Shoal  Creek  road,  which  was  east 
from  Mrs.  Long's,  General  Newton's  division  was  left  in  position  to  guard  the 
road  and  woods ;  Kimball's  division  were  encamped  in  line  upon  the  Atlanta 
and  Fayetteville  road.  This  position  of  the  troops  (it  was  learned  just  at  night- 
fall) was  not  in  accordances  with  the  views  of  the  department  commander,  but 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  move  the  whole 
force,  and  one  brigade  of  General  Wood*s  division  and  the  pickets  of  the  com- 
mand were  pushed  out  to  cover  the  road  leading  by  Morry's  mill  to  Decatur. 

General  Newton,  at  Mann's  house,  on  the  Shoal  Creek  road,  reported  the 
enemy  in  considerabe  force,  and  intrenched  between  himself  and  Morry's  mill. 
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Early  August  31  the  corps  was  moved  in  the  direction  of  Rough -an  d-Ready, 
by  way  of  Thorn's  mill.     General  Newton  was  instructed  to  remain  in  position 
until  he  should  be  joined  by  General  Schofield's  force,  and  then  to  follow. 
Arriving  in  sight  of  the  mills  on  Crooked  creek,  on  the  Decatur  road,  a  long 
line  of  breastworks  could  be  seen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek;  these  were 
occupied,  but  in  what  force  we  could  not  at  once  determine.     Kimball's  and 
Wood's  divisions  were  deployed,  and  pushing  forward  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers, 
the  enemy,  who  proved  to  be  dismounted  cavalry,  abandoned  the  works,  and 
took  to  their  heels.     Verbal  instructions  having  been  received  to  push  a  strong 
reconnoissance  to  the  railroad  southeast  of  Rough-and-Ready,  in  conjunction 
with  General  Schofield,  Newton's  division  was  put  in  position,  covering  the 
direct  road  to  Jonesboro'  and  protecting  the  artillery  and  trains ;  and  Wood's 
and  Kimball's  divisions  were  pushed  forward  to  the  railroad.     As  the  23d  army 
corps  occupied  the  main  road  leading  to  the  railroad,  we  had  to  explore  roadg 
leading  further  south,  and  as  nearly  parallel  as  possible.     Owing  to  the  delays 
occasioned  by  searching  for  roads,  and  the  brushy  nature  of  the  country,  we  did 
not  arrive  at  the  railroad  until  about  4  p.  m.,  and  just  a  few  moments  after  Gen- 
eral Cox's  division  of  the  23d  army  corps.     A  small  break  ^was  made  in  the 
road,  but  deeming  a  secure  lodgment  the  most  important  thing,  the  troops  were 
formed  in  line  facing  Jonesboro',  forming  with  the  23d  corps  a  V,  with  the 
ap^  resting  east  of  the  road.     The  troops  were  strongly  barricaded  in  this 
position,  and  a  strong  force,  including  all  the  pioneers  of  the  corps,  was  ordered 
to  commence  breaking  up  the  road.     At  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  General  Scho- 
field  sent  me  a  copy  of  his  instructions  from  district  headquarters,  and  proposed 
that  Cox's  division  should  go  back  on  the  road,  in  the  direction  of  Rough-and- 
Ready,  assisting  Garrard  to  break  up  the  road,  and  that  I  should  move  on  in 
the  direction  of  Jonesboro',  breaking  the  road,  and  that  he  would  follow  with 
his  corps,  and  make  the  work  complete.     In  answer  to  this,  I  objected  to  his 
plan  of  separating  forces,  not  knowing  the  position  of  the  enemy,  but  informed 
him  that  I  should  undoubtedly  receive  instructions  from  department  headquarters. 
At  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  received  instructions  from  department  headquar- 
ters, directing  me  to  move  early  towards  Jonesboro',  destroying  the  road,  and 
apprising  me  that  I  would  probably  overtake  Baird's  division  similarly  employed, 
and  if  1  found  Baird,  to  report  for  further  instructions.     At  daylight  the  corps 
was  put  in  motion,  Kimball's  and  Newton's  divisions  down  the  railroad ;  Wood's 
division  on  the  Rough-and-Ready  and  Griffin  road  in  charge  of  the  extra  artil- 
lery and  haggage.     In  starting  out  in  the  morning  I  passed  General  Schofield's 
headquarters.     In  conversation  he  asked  me  if  I  ranked  him;  I  told  him  that  I 
did.     He  then  said  if  a  battle  occurred  he  would  be  under  my  command.     I  said 
to  him  that  there  was  little  likelihood  of  a  battle  until  reaching  Jonesboro',  and 
that  our  common  superiors  would  probably  be  near  at  hand.     No  intimation, 
from  anv  quarter,  was  given  me  that  General  Schofield  was  under  my  command, 
nor  did  I  so  consider  him.     I  had  no  right  to  command  him  unless  so  iustmctcd 
from  competent  authority.     At  10  o'clock  a.  m.  the  head  of  the  corps  arrived  at 
the  point  struck  by  General  Baird's  division  the  day  before.     My  chief  of  staff, 
Colonel  Fullerton,  was  at  once  sent  to  General  Thomas  for  instructions.    At 
quarter  past  twelve  Colonel  Fullerton  returned,  saying  that  General  Thomas  had 
sent  Wood's  division  to  join  the  corps,  and  that  as  soon  as  Wood  had  joined,  and  I 
was  ready  to  advance,  I  should  inform  the  department  headquarters.     Major  Sin- 
clair, assistant  adjutant  general,  having  also  returned  from  General  Thomas,  with 
instructions  to  keep  down  on  the  left  flank  of  General  DaVis,  I4th  corps,  the  troops 
were  moved  down  the  railroad,  the  head  of  the  column  abreast  with  the  advance  of 
the  14th  corps.    Colonel  Fullerton  brought  a  meesage  from  General  Thomas  about 
4  p.  m.  to  push  on  down  the  railroad  towards  Jonesboro*.     This  was  done     Thr 
pickets  of  the  enemy  were  struck  about  4  p.  m.     Kirby's  and  Gross's  brigades  of 
Kimball's  division  were  deployed  and  instructed  to  push  the  enemy  vigorously. 
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Newton's  division  was  also  deployed  oil  the  left  of  Kimball's,  and  urged  to  push 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  was  past  5  o'clock  when  Kirby's  and  Gross's 
brigades  got  up  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  This  delay,  which  was  fatal  to  our 
success,  was  in  part  owing  to  the  very  dense  nature  of  the  undergrowth 
in  front  of  the  enemy's  position,  and,  further,  to  the  slow  progress  the  skir- 
mishers made  in  pushing  back  those  of  the  enemy.  General  Gross  and  Colonel 
Kirby,  both  reported  they  could  not  carry  the  position  in  their  fronts,  owing  to 
the  perfect  entanglement  made  by  cutting  down  the  thick  undergrowth  in  front 
of  the  rail  barricade  the  rebels  had  hastily  thrown  up.  Newton's  division  had 
a  much  larger  circuit  to  make,  and  when  moved  forward  the  right  brigade  (Wag- 
ner's) found  no  enemy  iu  front,  but  received  a  fire  from  the  rear  of  their  right 
flank.  The  flank  of  the  enemy  had  been  found  and  turned,  but  it  was  now  pitch 
dark,  and  nothing  more  could  be  done.  Very  early  in  the  night  the  enemy 
retreated.  The  formation  and  advance  of  the  troops  of  Kimball's  and  Newton's 
divisions  was  done  undef  a  severe  cannonade,  and  although  the  men  were  per- 
fectly cool  and  behaved  well,  I  have  no  doubt  but  this  delayed  the  deployment. 
Just  before  dark  General  Davis  sent  me  word  that  he  had  positive  information 
that  we  were  on  their  flank,  which  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  the  position  of 
the  enemy.  No  one  regrets  more  than  myself  the  escape  of  Hardee's  corps, 
and  it  is  easy,  after  the  facts  are  revealed,  to  see  how  he  might  have  been  caught; 
but  the  position  of  the  enemy  was  entirely  unknown  to  me,  and  had  to  be  de- 
veloped, and  the  time  necessary  to  overcome  the  difficulties  brought  us  to  night, 
and  with  night  the  opportunity  for  the  enemy  to  escape.  I  carried  out  all 
orders  and  instructions  received  without  delay,  and  when  the  enemy  was  found 
I  used  all  the  personal  exertions  in  my  power  to  push  the  troops  rapidly  forward. 
I  believe  the  subordinate  commanders  put  their  troops  in  position,  and  advanced 
then  to  the  best  of  their  ability  and  understanding ;  that  we  did  not  succeed, 
was  simply  because  the  daylight  was  not  an  hour  longer.  Wood's  division  was 
kept  in  reserve,  as  the  23d  corps  was  not  closed  up  upon  the  4th,  and  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  what  I  might  expect  from  the  enemy  on  my  left  flank.  The  loss 
principally  in  Kimball's  division  was  about  one  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded. 
We  captured  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  (137)  prisoners,  including  seven 
commissioned  officers.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  September  the  enemy 
was  found  to  have  retreated.  About  9  o'clock  the  corps  was  started  in  puifeuit, 
under  instructions  from  General  Sherman,  to  keep  down  the  east  side  of  the 
railroad,  leaving  the  roads  on  the  right  for  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  We  marched 
upon  the  McDonough  road  and  cross  county  roads  three  miles  south  of  Jones- 
boro',  when,  finding  that  we  could  find  a  road  for  artillery  alongside  the  rail- 
road, this  route  was  followed.  At  12  m.  the  enemy  was  found  in  position,  busily 
fortifying  across  the  road  and  railroad,  about  one  mile  north  of  Lovejoy's  station. 
Arrangements  were  made  at  once  for  advancing  upon  the  position,  Newton's 
division  forming  the  right  of  the  line,  Wood's  the  centre,  and  Kimball's  the  left. 
General  Howard,  commanding  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  notified  me  that  he 
would  advance  in  concert  with  the  4th  corps,  and  that  he  would  notify  me  when 
ready  to  advance.  This  he  did  at  half  past  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
troops  of  his  corps  were  immediately  put  in  motion.  In  an  examination  of  the 
enemy's  position  upon  the  railroad,  with  General  Newton,  I  had  agreed  with 
him  that  an  assault  at  that  point  would  not  be  advisable,  as  the  artillery  of  the 
enemy  had  too  full  a  sweep  of  the  ground  we  must  pass  over.  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  if  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy, 
I  should  be  able  to  reach  the  rebel  right  flank.  Generals  Wood  and  Kimball 
met  very  bad  ground  in  their  advance.  The  country  about  the  head  of  Indian 
creek,  over  whicli  they  passed,  is  very  broken,  and  intersected  by  difficult  little 
streams  and  marshes ;  owing  to  these  difficulties  it  was  nearly  6  o'clock  before 
Kimball's  and  Wood's  divisions  arrived  at  the  enemy's  position.  Their  skirmish- 
eis  were  soon  driven  in,  and  General  Wood  was  engaged  selecting  a  point  of 
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attack  when  he  was  severly  wounded  and  disabled  from  attending  to  the  maa- 
agement  of  his  advance.  Colonel  Kneffler's  brigade,  the  left  one  of  Wood's 
division,  charged  and  carried  the  enemy's  work,  but  were  unable  to  maintain 
themselves,  owing  to  a  sweeping  enfilading  fire  coming  from  both  flanks.  Gen- 
eral Kimball  pushed  his  brigade  well  forward,  but  was  struck  in  flank  hj  a 
sweeping  artillery  fire,  and  finding  that  he  would  have  to  cross  the  open  field 
to  gain  the  enemy's  work,  which  they  were  laboring  might  and  main  to  complete, 
the  assault  was  countermanded.  Indeed  the  enemy  had  concentrated  force  enough 
to  hold  nearly  as  long  a  line  as  ourselves,  and  from  our  observations,  Kimball's 
left  brigade  was  about  opposite  the  rebel  flank.  As  night  had  fallen,  at  this 
time,  the  troops  were  -ordered  to  intrench,  and  remain  in  the  position  gained. 
The  23d  corps  came  in  sight  behind  our  right  flank  during  the  engagement,  bat 
gave  no  support  to  our  movement.  The  loss  in  Kneffler's  brigade  was  quite 
severe,  including  the  dangerously  wounding  of  Colonel  Handerson,  18th  Ohio, 
and  Colonel  Baily,  9th  Kentucky,  and  the  killing  of  Captain  Miller,  assistant 
adjutant  general  of  the  brigade.  We  remained  in  our  position,  confronting  the 
enemy,  until  the  night  of  the  5th,  when  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  falling  back 
to  Jonesboro';  remained  in  bivouack  at  Jonesboro'  the  6th,  on  the  7th  fell  back 
to  the  vicinity  of  Rough-and-Ready,  and  on  the  8th  marched  to  our  present 
camp,  east  of  Atlanta. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  take  pleasure  in  recommending  to  the  commander 
of  the  department  the  division  commanders  of  this  corps,  Generals  Newton, 
Wood,  and  Kimball.  Quick  and  ready  to  comprehend,  they  were  always  zealou? 
and  careful  to  carry  out  my  directions.  I  believe  they  all  most  honestly  deserre 
promotion.  General  Wood  especially,  whose  experience  is  part  of  the  history  of 
this  army  since  its  first  organization,  and  who  has  taken  part  in  all  the  battles 
of  this  army,  has  peculiar  and  strong  claims  for  promotion. 

To  my  stafl"  I  take  this  occasion  to  pay  a  compliment  for  their  industry  and 
efficiency ;  Colonel  J.  S.  FuUerton,  assistant  adjutant  general  and  chief  of  staff; 
Major  W.  H.  Sinclair,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Surgeon  Heard,  medical  direc- 
tor; Major  Francis  Mohrhardt,  topographical  engineer,  who  has  prepared  for  the 
engineer  department  a  very  complete  set  of  maps  of  the  marches  and  positions  of 
the  co^s;  Captain  W.  H.  Greenwood,  corps  inspector;  Captain  J.  W.  Steel, 
aide-decamp;  Lieutenant  L.  L.  Tavlor,  aide-de-camp.  Captain  Pearson,  C.  M, 
acting  aide-de-camp.  Captain  Foreaker  and  Lieutenants  Berry  and  Burton,  signal 
officers,  rendered  good  services  as  volunteer  aids.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rcmick. 
chief  commissary,  and  Captain  Schoeninger,  chief  quartermaster,  deserve  great 
credit  for  the  efficiency  with  which  their  departments  were  managed.  Captain 
Kaldenbangh,  provost  marshal,  always  had  his  department  in  the  best  of  order. 
The  artillery  brigade  was  under  command  of  Captain  Lyman  Bridges,  Ilhnois 
light  artillery.  His  report  and  those  of  battery  commanders  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  chief  of  artillery,  department  of  the  Cumberland.  The  artillery  was 
well  managed  in  action,  and  the  horses  well  cared  for  on  the  march  and  in  camp. 
Captain  Bridges  deserves  credit  for  the  efficiency  of  the  artillery  arm. 

Appended  will  be  found  a  tabular  statement  of  the  casualties  of  the  corps  from 
the  3d  day  of  May,  the  commencement  of  the  campaign,  to  8th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, the  date  of  the  return  to  Atlanta. 
Respectfully  submitted : 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 
Major  General  Commanding  4th  Army  Corps, 

Brigadier  General  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


BEPOBT  OF  MAJOB  QENEBAL  THOMAS. 


265 


Consolidated  report,  shotoing  total  number  of  catualties  in  ^th  army  corps 
during  the  campaign  beginning  May  3  and  ending  September  8,  1864. 
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Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  15, 1864. 


D.  8.  STANLEY, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Headquarters  14th  Army  Corps, 

White  Hall,  Georgia, 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  14th  array  corps  from  the  22d  on  August,  on  which  day  I  assumed  com- 
mand of  it,  to  the  8th  day  of  September,  when  it  went  into  camp  at  this  place. 

At  the  time  of  assuming  command  the  position  of  the  corps  was  located  on 
Utoy  creek,  and  west  of  Atlanta,  and  nearly  opposite  East  Point.  It  was,  and 
had  been  for  some  days,  detached  from  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  was 
acting  under  tlie  immediate  direction  of  Major  General  Schoiield,  commanding- 
the  army  of  the  Ohio,  in  our  movement  against  the  enemy's  position  at  East 
Point. 

After  the  receipt  of  Special  Field  Order  No.  57,  headquarters  military  division 
of  the  Mississippi,  directing  the  movements  of  the  army  against  the  Macon  rail- 
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road,  the  corps  was  held  in  readiness  until  the  26th,  when,  as  a  preliminarj 
movement,  it  withdrew  from  the  field-works  and  went  into  hivouac  on  the  south 
side  of  Utoy  creek.  This  movement  was,  of  necessity,  made  during  the  oight, 
and,  owing  to  the  excessive  rain,  bad  roads,  and  darkness  of  the  night,  was  not 
accomplished  until  after  daylight  the  next  morning.  On  the  27th  the  corps 
remained  in  camp  awaiting  the  movement  of  other  commands,  cutting  roadj?,  &c., 
preparatory  to  marching  the  next  morning. 

At  4  a.  m.,  the  28th,  the  corps  moved  to  Mount  Gilead  church,  where  it 
passed  the  fourth  corps,  and  taking  the  advance,  reached  its  designated  camp, 
near  Rough-and-Ready,  late  in  the  afternoon.  During  the  day's  march  Mor- 
gan's division  had  the  advance  and  skirmished  quite  lively  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry  at  and  south*  of  Camp  crec.k. 

On  the  29th  the  location  of  my  camp  remained  unchanged.  A  part  of 
the  troops  were  kept  vigorously  at  work  during  the  day  destroying  the  railroad 
track,  making  reconnoissances,  and  cutting  roads  to  facilitate  our  advance  the 
next  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  Major  Gene- 
ral Thomas,  the  corps  moved  at  an  early  hour  to  Shoal  Creek  church  in  the 
neighborhood,  where  it  bivouacked  for  a  few  hours,  the  troops  getting  their  din- 
ners during  the  halt.  From  this  position  it  marched  to  Couch's  house,  on  the 
Rough-and-Ready  and  Jonesboro'  road,  in  the  following  order:  Baird's  division 
on  the  left,  in  co-operating  distance  with  the  4th  corps,  Morgan's  division,  fol- 
lowed by  Carlin's,  and  the  train  moved  on  a  more  direct  road  to  the  right,  in 
supporting  distance  of  Baird.  The  enemy  o£Pered  little  resistance,  and  the  whole 
command  went  into  camp  before  night;  my  left  connected  with  the  4th  corps, 
my  right  one  mile  from  Renfro's  cross-roads,  at  which  point  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee  was  operating, 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  General  Baird,  with  his  own  and  one  brigade  of  Gene- 
ral Morgan';^  division,  was  ordered  to  make  a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of 
the  Macon  railroad.  The  road  was  reached  and  a  party  kept  at  work  destroying 
the  track  until  the  following  day.  Baird  intrenchea  his  command  on  the  Roagh- 
and-Ready  road,  near  Smith's  house,  where  it  remained  until  joined  by  the 
corps  the  next  day.  Carlin's  division  moved  in  the  morning  to  Renfro's  cross- 
roads for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  diflPerent  trains  collecting  at  that  place. 
Late  in  the  evening  this  division  was  hurriedly  ordered  to  the  support  of  the 
army  of  the  Tennessee,  then  reported  to  be  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  Mor- 
gan's division  was  ordered  to  take  its  place  at  Renfro's,  and  to  picket  well  to 
the  front  on  the  Fayetteville  road ;  this  it  did.  The  emergency  for  which  Car- 
lin's division  had  been  called  to  the  support  of  General  Howard's  troops  ceased 
to  exist,  the  enemy  having  been  repulsed ;  and  the  facts  being  reported  to  me,  I 
ordered  Carlin  to  return  to  his  camp  of  the  previous  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  September  I  received  orders  from  department 
headquarters  to  move  with  Morgan's  division  and  two  brigades  of  Carlin's,  and 
join  with  Baird,  and  then  to  move  in  support  of  General  Howard's  left.  Leav- 
ing one  brigade  at  Renfro's  to  guard  the  trains,  as  directed,  Carlin  marched 
promptly  to  the  Rough-and-Ready  road,  and  halted  his  command  a  short  distance 
in  advance  of  Baird's  field-works  on  the  right.  Morgan  with  two  brigades 
marched  promptly  from  Renfro's,  and  following  Carlin,  reported  to  me  at  G^nend 
Baird's  headquarters,  where,  in  compliance  with  orders,  Mitchell's  brigade  rejoined 
its  division.  Here  I  was  informed,  by  the  department  commander,  of  the  move- 
ment of  General  Stanley's  corps  (4th)  down  the  railroad,  and  of  his  desire  that 
the  two  corps  should  move  in  co-operating  distance  towards  Jonesboro'.  I 
immediately  put  the  column  in  motion  in  the  following  order :  Carlin  in  advance, 
followed  by  Slorgan;  Baird  in  reserve.  In  this  order  the  whole  corps  moved 
rapidly  and  reached  Smith's  house,  near  Moker's  creek,  where  it  found  tne  pickets 
of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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As  the  next  movement  of  my  troops  would  evidently  be  made  over  the  ground 
lying  between  the  left  of  the  position  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  and  the 
railroad,  along  which  Stanley  was  moving,  I  directed  Carlin  to  send  a  brigade 
to  make  a  reconnoisance  of  the  ground  in  that  direction.  While  this  was  being 
executed,  I  conferred  with  Major  General  Howard  and  received  from  him  the 
position  of  his  own  troops,  and  such  information  concerning  the  enemy's  as  he 
was  able  to  give.  An  inspection  of  the  ground  between  the  head  of  the  column 
and  that  part  of  the  enemy's  works  which  could  be  seen,  and  which  was  supposed 
to  be  his  extreme  right,  showed  a  commanding  ridge  immediately  beyond  the 
creek,  from  which  an  attack  could  be  made  with  advantage.  The  enemy  occu- 
piciil  this  ridge  in  some  force,  both  of  infantry  and  artillery,  but  how  strong 
could  not  be  determined,  until  Edie's  brigade,  in  executing  its  reconnoissance, 
solved  the  question  by  gallantly  advancing,  and  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  took 
possession  of  the  hill,  pressing  the  enemy's  artillery  very  close.  The  department 
commander  arriving  at  the  head  of  my  column  at  this  time,  I  reported  to  him, 
iind  he  ordered  me  to  move  forward  in  the  direction  of  Jonesboro',  expressing 
at  the  same  time  some  apprehension  that  General  Stanley's  column  might  be  in 
advance  of  mine.  To  advance  beyond  the  ridge,  now  held  by  Edie's  brigade, 
involved  a  general  engagement  or  a  retreat  of  the  enemy,  .ind  I  determined  to 
push  forward  my  troops  to  that  point  in  column  and  deploy  for  action.  Resum- 
ing the  advance,  Carlin  was  ordered  to  move  forward  with  the  remainder  of  his 
division,  and  to  form  on  the  left  of  his  second  brigade  already  in  position. 
Morgan  was  ordered  to  move  rapidly  by  the  main  road,  and  after  crossing  the 
creek  at  Chamber's  mill,  to  move  to  the  left  and  take  position  on  Carlin's  right 
on  the  ridge  in  taking  position  to  be  guided  by  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
groaud.  Baird  moving  forward,  closed  upon  Carlin's  left,  in  reserve.  These 
movements  were  promptly  executed,  nothwithstandiug  the  rough  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  the  fire  of  artillery  from  the  enemy's  works,  to  which  Morgan's 
division  was  frequently  subjected.  By  this  time  Prescott's  batt(jry  had  taken  a 
good  position  on  the  ridge  and  opened  an  exceedingly  well  directed  fire  upon 
the  enemy's  works.  In  this  he  was  soon  followed  by  Gardner,  and  a  general 
artillery  fight  ensued,  which,  as  results  showed  afterward,  was  exceedingly 
complimentary  to  our  artillerists. 

General  Stanley's  corps  was  reported  as  having  arrived  and  was  taking  posi- 
tion on  my  left,  his  right  resting  on  the  railroad.  The  ridge  upon  which  my 
troops  were  now  concentrated  was,  in  its  main  direction,  nearly  east  and  west, 
and  faced  nearly  parallel  with  that  part  of  the  enemy's  line  of  works  which 
wai  refused  and  formed  his  right,  his  main  works  running,  in  general  direction, 
northeast  and  southwest,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying  map.  From  information 
believed  to  be  reliable,  I  was  satisfied  the  enemy's  works  had  not  been  extended 
to  the  railroad  at  a  late  hour  in  the  forenoon  ;  and  that  a  well  directed  attack 
would  rout  this  part  of  his  lines,  and  turn  his  position  completely. 

Morgan's  division  and  the  two  brigades  of  Carlin's  were  to  form  the  attacking 
forces,  and  were  deployed  in  two  lines,  as  nearly  contiguous  to  each  other  as  the 
rough  and  difficult  ground  over  which  the  advance  had  to  be  made  would  per- 
mit; one  brigade  of  Baird's  division  was  deployed  in  rear  of  Carlin's  left  in 
close  support.  The  distance  to  be  passed  in  front  of  Morgan,  where  the  enemy's 
works  could  be  seen,  was  about  one  thousand  yards.  "Where  the  enemy  might  be 
found  in  Carlin's  front,  owing  to  the  dense  thicket  before  him,  could  not  be  deter- 
mined without  an  advance,  which  I  ordered  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  The  troops 
moved  promptly,  but  owing  to  the  thick  undergrowth  of  brush  in  Carlin's  front, 
swampy  ground  and  ditches  in  Morgan's,  the  troops  necessarily  moved  slow, 
and  with  great  difficulty  observed  alignments  and  direction.  These  obstacles 
were  as  speedily  overcome  as  could  be  expected,  and  the  whole  line  advanced 
to  the  slope  of  the  hill  and  the  open  field,  within  from  three  to  fout  Iwivxvk^^^ 
yards  of  the  enemj'a  position.     Here  the  ground  offerei  ^ot[ie  \iTO\.^c\Ac^vi  Vi  "Cvi^ 
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troops,  and  a  momentary  halt  was  made,  and  the  lines  rectified.  Up  to  this  point 
the  effect  of  the  enemy's  fire  had  been  but  lightly  felt  generally  along  the  line, 
except  by  Edie's  brigade,  which  was  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  general 
line,  and  had  struck  a  projecting  flank  of  the  enemy's  work,  and  charged  and  car- 
ried it  with  considerable  loss.  The  position  thus  gallantly  gained  was  only  par- 
tially held,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  supports  getting  up  in  time. 

Estes's  brigade  of  Baird's  division  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Carlin, 
as  a  support  to  this  part  of  the  line,  and  was  promptly  placed  in  position  so  as 
to  relieve  this  brigade  in  the  following  attack.  The  other  two  brigades  of  Baird's 
division  were  held  close  in  reserve  in  the  rear  of  the  left  of  the  corps,  with  a 
view  to  pushing  our  success  on  this  flank  after  the  position  had  been  carried. 
At  a  quarter  to  5  o'clock,  I  ordered  the  lines  as  now  formed  (and  represented  bv 
the  accompanying  map)  to  advance  and  attack.  The  desultory  firing  which  had 
been  kept  up  by  the  enemy  during  the  temporary  pause  in  the  advance,  did  but 
little  damage,  but  served  to  locate  the  enemy's  lines  more  definitely,  which, 
owing  to  the  dense  thicket  intervening,  could  not  be  well  defined.  The  attack 
was  vigorously  and  promptly  made  along  the  whole  line.  The  enemy,  self-confi- 
dent and  exultant  at  our  audacity  in  attacking  lines  thus  defended,  made  a  most 
determined  resistance.  The  fight  was  short  and  bloody.  The  entire  line  of 
works  was  carried,  except  the  extreme  left,  formed  of  Moore's  brigade.  Here 
from  natural  obstructions,  heavy  timber  and  underbrush,  as  well  as  a  severe  fire 
from  his  left  coming  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  railroad,  this  brigade  operated 
under  great  disadvantage  and  was  for  awhile  held  in  check,  notwithstanding 
the  troops  fought  with  great  gallantry  and  were  well  handled. 

Elsewhere  at  all  points  the  assault  was  decisive  and  complete  along  the  entire 
line.  Eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  officers  and  men  surrendered  themselves  in 
the  works ;  about  one  thousand  more  were  captured  or  surrendered  themselves  to 
different  commands  during  the  night  and  the  following  day,  which  should  be 
credited  to  the  assault,  as  a  result  of  it.  Two  field  batteries,  consisting  of  four 
guns  each,  were  captured,  complete.  The  troops  charged  these  batteries  under 
a  murderous  fire  of  canister,  and  took  them  in  the  works.  Seven  battle-flag?, 
and  fourteen  officers'  swords  were  captured,  and  have  been  forwarded  as  required 
by  existing  orders  of  department  headquarters.  These  trophic.^  were  won 
behind  the  breastworks  of  the  enemy,  at  the  point  of  the  sword  and  the  bayo- 
net. They  will  ever  be  preserved  and  cherished  as  evidence  of  the  discipline  and 
valor  signalizing  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  this  bloody  conflict.  A  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  ground  over  which  the  several  commanders  were  required  to 
manoeuvre  their  troops,  and  its  exceedingly  rough  surface,  rendered  their  duties 
sometimes  exceeding  difficult,  and  I  deem  it  both  a  duty  and  pleasure  to  report 
the  energy  and  skill  displayed  in  the  execution  of  them. 

To  the  division  commanders,  Brigadier  Generals  Baird,  Morgan,  and  Carlin, 
,  and  their  staffs,  my  thanks  are  due  for  their  active  assistance  and  co-operation 
during  the  engagement.  The  immediate  presence  of  these  old  and  well  knoun 
commanders  among  the  troops  during  the  movements  of  heaviest  battle,  did 
much  toward  inspiring  that  coolness  and  determination,  so  strikingly  exhibited 
on  this  occasion.  As  so  often  occurs,  night  came  with  our  \4ctory  and  prevented 
us  from  reaping  the  full  fruits  of  it.  An  entire  corps  of  the  enemy  was  com- 
pletely routed,  and  could,  beyond  all  doubt,  have  been  captured,  had  pursuit 
been  possible.  The  corps  bivouacked  on  the  field  during  the  night,  and  on  the 
following  morning  formed  and  took  position  in  the  column  of  pursuit,  but 
was  immediately  afterwards  ordered,  by  the  major  general  commanding  the 
department,  to  form  the  rear  guard  of  the  army  in  its  movements  further  south. 
Colonel  Taylor's  brigade,  of  Carlin's  division,  here  joined  its  division.  Going 
into  camp  at  Jonesboro',  awaiting  orders,  it  remained  in  reserve  daring  the  in- 
tervening days  of  active  operations  of  the  troops  near  Lovejoy'a  station,  until 
the  morning  of  the  7th,  when,  in  compliance  with  orders  annoancing  the  evacoa* 
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tion  of  Atlanta  and  directing  the  movements  of  the  troops  in  the  return  to  that 
place,  it  withdrew  from  Jonesboro',  and  marched  to  Rough-and-Readj  and  went 
into  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  marched  and  went  into  permanent  camp  at  this 
place,  thus  ending  the  long  and  eventful  campaign. 

A  lidt  of  casusdties  showing  the  loss  in  the  corps  from  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign  is  transmitted ;  also  reports  of  the  several  division,  brigade,  and  regi- 
mental commanders  are  transmitted,  and  attention  is  called  to  them  as  valuable 
records  of  the  operations  of  their  respective  commands.  They  will  aid  the 
commanding  general  in  reviewing  that  part  of  the  operations  of  the  corps  from 
the  commencement  of  the  campaign  to  the  date  of  my  assuming  command,  during 
which  time  the  corps  was  commanded  by  Major  General  Palmer,  now  absent, 
but  who  will,  no  doubt  in  time,  furnish  this  part  of  the  corps  record. 

The  efficiency  and  morale  of  the  corps  is  excellent.  A  return  of  absentees  and 
a  few  recmits  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  ranks  is  all  that  is  required  to  make  it  as 
efficient  as  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign. 

The  organization  of  the  staff  had  undergone  a  number  of  changes  since  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign,  but  consisted,  during  the  time  above  described, 
of  Captain  A.  G.  McClurg,  assistant  adjutant  general,  chief  of  staff;  Captain 
T.  W.  Morrison,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Captain  John  F.  Squier,  seven ty- 
I fourth  Illinois  infantry,  aide-de-camp;  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  Yon  Schroder, 
United  States  volunteers,  assistant  inspector  general ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  R. 
Paul,  United  States  volunteers,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Captain  J.E. 
Remington,  United  States  volunteers,  chief  quartermaster ;  Major  Charles  Hough- 
taling,  first  Illinois  artillery,  chief  of  artillery;  Surgeon  F.  Soller,  United  States 
volunteers,  medical  director ;  Major  John  B.  Lee,  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth 
Illinois  infantry,  provoBt  marshal ;  Captain  Jesse  Feilmer,  fifteenth  United  States 
infantry,  commissary  of  musters ;  •  Captain  L.  Drury,  third  Wisconsin  battery, 
assistant  chief  oi  artillery ;  Captain  J.  C.  Martin,  thirty-first  Ohio  infantry,  staff 
quartermaster;  Captain  A.  L.  Messmore,  one  hundred  and  thirteenth  Ohio  in- 
fantry, staff  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Captain  A.  S.  Cole,  chief  signal  officer ; 
Captain  Wm.  H.  Collins,  one  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois,  chief  of  ambulances, 
and  Captain  George  Estep,  artillery  ordnance  officer. 

The  efficiency  of  these  officers  in  their  respective  duties  has  been  highly  sat- 
isfactory, and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  recommend  them  to  the  consideration  of 
the  general  commanding,  and  also  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  them  for 
their  valuable  assistance. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEFF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major  Oeneral,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Geu*l  Wm.  D.  Whipple, 

A,  A.  General  and  Chief  of  Staff,  DepH  of  the  Cumberland. 


IlEAniAUARTERS  FiRST  DIVISION  14TH  AeMV  CoRPS, 

Near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  August  7,  1864. 
Captain  :  In  accordance  with  military  usage,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  division,  from  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign of  the  armies  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Sherman  down  to  the 
13th  of  June,  at  which  period  I  was  compelled,  by  a  disability  resulting  from 
injuries  received  in  action,  to  turn  over  the  command  to  Brigadier  General  King, 
and  from  July  12,  till  August  7.  On  the  3d  of  May,  pursuant  to  instructions 
received  from  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  I  moved  from  Grays ville, 
Georgia,  to  Ringgold,  Georgia,  leaving  an  outpost  of  two  regiments,  the  nine- 
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teenth  Illinois  infantry  and  twenty-fourth  Illinois  infantiy,  at  Parker's  gap,  ta 
hold  that  pass  until  the  advance  of  the  troops  from  the  direction  of  Cleveland 
should  cover  it  On  the  day  but  one  following,  these  regiments,  having  been 
relieved,  were  transferred  to  the  brigade  of  General  Turchin,  in  the  3d  di- 
vision. 

The  4th,  5th,  and  6th  of  May,  were  spent  in  bivouack  near  Ringgold,  wait- 
ing the  concentration  of  the  army,  and  completing  our  preparations  for  the  cam- 
paign. 

On  the  7th,  leaving  all  transportation  save  the  ambulances  and  ordnance  trains, 
I  marched  at  daylight,  in  rear  of  General  Davis's  division,  by  the  main  Ringgold 
and  Dalton  roads,  in  direction  of  Tunnel  Hill,  near  Terrill's  house.  By  direction 
of  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  I  filed  to  the  right  and  formed  my  di- 
vision, with  two  brigades  on  the  line  and  one  in  reserve,  on  the  right  of  General 
Davis's  division,  my  right  brigade.  General  Carlin's,  resting  across  the  east  Chick- 
amauga,  but  in  good  communication  with  my  left  and  reserve  brigade,  by  the 
bridge  at  Dunn's  mill,  which  lay  directly  in  rear  of  the  left  of  Carlin's  second 
line. 

Later  in  the  day.  General  Davis  having  driven  the  enemy  out  of  Tunnel  Hill 
and  within  their  works  at  Buzzard  Roost  pass,  I  advanced  my  line,  swinging 
to  the  left,  to  conform  to  the  movement  of  Davis's  troops,  and  again  foi-med  line 
of  battle  as  before,  upon  his  right,  my  right  brigade  covering  the  Trickham  road, 
near  widow  Rogers's  house.  In  this  position  my  troops  bivouacked  for  the  night, 
strong  pickets  being  thrown  out  to  a  considerable  distance  on  all  the  roads  in 
the  direction  of  Trickham  and  Villanow. 

The  8th  was  occupied  in  manoevering  in  front  of  Buzzard  Roost,  my  final 
position  being  with  my  left  resting  near  the  high  knob,  known  to  us  as  Signal 
Hill,  and  my  line  stretching  southwardly  so  as  to  command  and  practically  close 
up  all  roads  leading  out  of  Buzzard  Roost  gap  to  the  west  and  southwest.  To- 
wards evening  I  caused  a  section  to  be  placed  in  position  on  the  ridge  which 
terminates  the  open  field,  to  the  westward  of  the  gap,  and  opened  upon  a  line  of 
the  enemy's  works  beyond  the  ^pass.  This,  with  the  advance  of  part  of  General 
Davis's  division,  and  part  of  Wood's  brigade,  of  Butterfield's  division,  to  ihf 
ridge  beyond  the  field,  developed  two  batteries  of  determined  strength,  one  upon 
the  point  of  Chattoogata  mountain,  to  our  right ;  the  other  in  the  rear  of  the  pas;*, 
to  our  left,  evidently  in  the  enemy's  main  line. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  advanced  Carlin's  brigade  across  Mill  creek, 
to  relieve  some  of  the  regiments  of  Wood's  brigade,  which  had  been  thrown  in 
there  on  the  evening  previous,  and  was  occupying  the  ground  at  the  base  of  Chat- 
toogata mountain. 

About  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  I  was,  by  direction  of  Major  General  Palmer,  (he 
having  gone  to  his  headquarters  in  the  rear,  sick,)  to  report  at  department  head- 
quarters to  receive  instructions,  and  heard  it  reported  to  Major  General  Tboma?. 
by  an  officer  of  General  Wood's  staff,  that  the  troops  of  that  command  had  ffli 
all  along  Chattoogata;  that  they  found  but  a  small  force  there,  and  that  in  the 
judgment  of  this  officer  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  carry  the  crest  of  the 
mountain  by  assault.  To  verify  the  report  of  this  officer,  I  was  instructed  to 
advance  Carlin's  brigade,  so  as,  if  possible,  to  clear  the  mountain  to  its  top,  sap- 
porting  him  with  another  brigade.  This  was  accordingly  done ;  Carlin,  with  a 
strong  but  well  extended  skirmish  line,  seized  the  long  isolated  ridge  which, 
lying  south  of  the  railroad,  almost  closes  the  westerly  mouth  of  the  gap,  and 
swept  the  mountain  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  clear  to  the  foot  of  the  abmpt 
palisade  which  crowns  the  slope.  In  the  hope  that  some  path  might  be  found 
at  which  we  could  force  our  way,  relying  confidently  on  the  tried  troops  of  Car- 
lin's brigade  to  advance  wherever  footing  could  be  found,  I  ordered  my  reserve 
brigade  (General  King's)  across  Mill  creek  to  within  close  supporting  distance. 
A  careful  reconnoissance  by  General  Carlin  all  along  his  line,  and  to  a  consid- 
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erable  distance  below  his  right,  disclosed  no  practicable  footway  to  the  crest 
of  the  ridge.  An  attempt  to  jump  round  the  nose  of  the  mountain,  so  as  to  as- 
cend from  the  reverse  side,  which  was  supposed  to  be  less  abrupt,  developed  a 
heavy  force  of  infantry  and  artillery,  strongly  intrenched  in  our  front,  upon  the 
line  by  which  we  must  at  iirst  advance,  and  so  placed  as  to  enfilade  us  when- 
ever we  should  wheel  to  ascend  the  mountain.  To  have  assaulted  this  position 
would  have  brought  my  command  within  the  fire  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  that  of  perhaps  a  superior  force  of  infantry,  without  the 
possibility  of  receiving  adequate  support.  To  attempt  to  carry  the  mountain 
without  first  clearing  this  position  would  have  been  hopeless ;  accordingly ,  after 
a  stubborn  and  well  pressed  attack,  by  a  strong  lipe  of  skirmishers  from  some 
of  Carlin's  and  Scribner's  regiments  had  verified  my  own  previous  observations 
and  the  report  of  Brigadier  General  Garlin,  I  ordered  the  attempt  to  be  given 
up.  My  loss  from  the  enemy's  artillery  in  this  affair  was  unusually  heavy,  the 
battery  on  Ghattoogata  mountain,  and  one  near  their  left  and  which  I  judged  to 
be  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Rocky  Face,  burst  their  shell  among  us  with  remark- 
able accuracy. 

May  lOih. — We  remained  in  the  position  in  which  the  previous  night  had 
left  us,  skirmishing  being  kept  up  all  day  along  my  whole  line.  During  the 
day  I  caused  the  bridges  over  Mill  creek  (which,  owing  to  the  dam  thrown 
across  the  stream  within  the  gap  by  the  enemy,  was  here  too  deep  to  be  con- 
veniently forded)  to  be  repaired  and  others  built,  to  facilitate  the  withdrawal  of 
my  troops,  in  case  such  a  movement  should  be  ordered,  or  their  re-enforcement, 
in  case  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to  renew  the  attempt  to  carry  the  moun- 
tain. Late  in  the  evening,  having  obtained  the  consent  of  the  major  general 
commanding  corps  to  the  withdrawal  of  one  brigade,  I  gave  orders  that  Scribner 
should  relieve  Carlin's  brigade,  and  then  strengthen  his  position  by  intrench- 
mcnts,  and  that  Carlin,  upon  being  relieved,  should  withdraw  across  the  creek, 
to  the  position  from  which  he  had  at  first  advanced.  Before  these  orders  could 
be  carried  into  execution,  however,  a  heavy  rain-storm  coming  on,  I  consented, 
at  the  request  of  General  Carlin  and  Colonel  Scribner,  that  the  movement 
should  be  postponed  until  morning,  directing  Carlin,  however,  to  keep  an  eye 
upon  the  bridges,  and  to  cross  at  once  and  notify  me,  in  case  there  should  be 
indications  of  a  rise  in  the  stream  sufficient  to  carry  them  away.  The  night 
passed,  however,  without  the  anticipated  disaster. 

At  3.10  p.  m.  of  the  11th,  in  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  the  major 
general  commanding  corps,  1  sent  off  my  wagon  train,  with  the  other  trains  of 
the  corps,  towards  Snake  Creek  gap,  to  which  place,  on  the  12th,  I  marched 
with  my  division,  following  that  of  Brigadier  General  Baird,  and  arriving  at  a 
late  hour  in  the  night. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  pursuant  to  instructions  received  during 
the  night  previous,  I  replenished  my  supply  of  ammunition,  issued  rations,  and 
got  my  troops  under  arms,  ready  to  march,  but,  owing  to  the  crowded  condition 
of  the  only  road  from  our  position  into  Sugar  valley,  it  was  nearly  noon  before 
we  got  fairly  into  motion.  I  moved  out  on  the  Resaca  road  about  one  mile, 
and  then,  under  the  direction  and  personal  supervision  of  the  major  general  com- 
manding corps,  formed  to  the  left  of  this  road,  in  double  line,  Carlin's  brigade 
on  the  right,  King's  on  the  left,  and  Scribner  in  reserve,  then  out  as  skirmishers, 
and  advanced  in  a  direction  nearly  east  for  about  four  (4)  miles,  over  a  very  bro- 
ken and  heavily  wooded  country ;  the  last  mile  of  this  distance  my  skirmishers 
driving  those  of  the  enemy  before  them.  About  one  mile  beyond  the  military 
road  constructed  by  the  enemy  from  Dalton  to  Calhoun,  we  found  the  enemy 
in  force  and  strongly  posted,  and  the  purpose  of  the  movement  being,  as  I 
understood,  accomplished,  I  halted,  by  order  of  Major  General  Palmer,  corte<iXAd. 
my  lines,  and  waited  for  further  instructions.  My  division  reffiBA\\ft.^  \a.  '^x^ 
position,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  until  late  in  the  evening,  reWe^N^^Ns^  '^^'^ 


272  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

of  Major  General  Butterfield.  My  instructions  were,  as  soon  as  relieved,  to 
form  on  the  left  of  General  Butterfield's  division,  my  line  being  slightly  refused 
from  his;  but  it  was  found  impossible  at  the  late  hour  at  which  his  troops  got 
into  position  to  form  the  new  line,  with  any  probability  of  its  approximating 
to  correctness  as  to  the  position,  or  scarcely  as  to  direction. 

At  daybreak  on  the  following  morning,  however,  I  formed  my  lines  as  directed, 
connecting  my  left  with  General  Baird's  division.  The  relative  position  of  my 
brigades  remained  the  same  as  on  the  13th.  Having  met  Major  General 
Palmer  on  the  field,  he  informed  me  that  the  14th  corps,  (General  Davis's  division 
being  in  reserve,)  the  23d  corps,  and  4th  corps,  to  their  left,  would,  as  soon  as 
he  proper  disposition  could  be  completed,  swing  to  the  right  on  the  left  of 
General  Butterfield  as  a  point,  through  an  arc,  of  130°  or  thereabouts,  or,  at  any 
rate,  until  the  works  and  position  of  the  enemy  should  be  developed,  and  direct- 
ed mc  to  hold  my  troops  in  readiness  for  the  movement.  My  division  began 
to  move  at  9  o'clock  precisely ;  the  advance  was  necessarily  slow,  owing  to  the 
extremely  rugged  character  of  the  ground  passed  over,  the  dense  underbrush, 
and  the  necessity  for  deliberation,  on  my  part,  in  order  that  the  troops  to  the 
extreme  left  might  follow  the  movement.  My  left  having  swung  around  by  a 
march  of  something  like  one  mile,  I  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  and  forti- 
fied on  the  higher  slope  and  near  the  crest  of  a  long  elevated  ridge,  their  right 
slightly  refused  from  the  direction  of  my  line.  In  front  of  their  position  was 
an  open  field  of  some  400  yards  wide,  sloping  gradually  down  to  a  creek  directly 
to  my  front.  The  general  course  of  this  creek  in  front  of  my  line  was  nearly 
parallel  to  the  enemy's  works  ;  the  bottom  was  in  some  places  miry,  with  a 
•considerable  depth  of  water,  in  others  quite  the  reverse.  Its  crooked  channel, 
filled  in  some  places  w:ith  a  dense  underbrush,  in  others  obstructed  by  fallen 
trees  and  drift,  it  afforded  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  advance  of  troops  in  line, 
as  the  result  proved.  As  the  land  rose  immedintely  from  the  creek  in  an  abrupt 
bluff  of  nearly  the  same  height  as  the  enemy's  position  beyond,  and  then 
gradually  sloped  down  again  to  the  westward,  with  my  skirmishers  posted  along 
the  creek,  I  re-formed  my  lines  in  the  woods  behind  the  slope,  to  the  rear  of  it, 
and  awaited  instructions. 

At  about  11  a.  m.  I  received  notice  from  the  major  general  commanding 
corps  that  as  soon  as  the  left  should  get  into  position  an  assault  would  be  made 
along  the  whole  line.  I  was  ordered  to  advance  as  soon  as,  by  the  firing,  I 
should  be  warned  of  the  movement  of  the  troops  on  my  immediate  left.  Accord- 
ingly about  11.30,  heavy  firing  on  the  lines  of  Baird's  division  indicating  that 
his  troops  were  advancing,  my  two  brigades  in  the  line  moved  forward,  Scrib- 
ner's  having  already,  in  anticipation  of  the  movement,  been  brought  up  into 
close  supporting  distance.  General  Carlin,  who  lay  very  near  the  creek  men- 
tioned, threw  forward  his  skirmishers,  driving  those  of  the  enemy  within  their 
works,  and  moved  forward  his  lines  across  the  creek.  No  sooner  had  his  first 
line  emerged  from  the  cover  of  the  woods  than  the  enemy,  infantry  and  artiUery, 
opened  upon  it  with  terrible  effect.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  Garlin 
pushed  forward  both  lines  beyond  the  creek,  and  nearly  half-way  across  the 
open  field.  The  passage  of  the  creek  had,  however,  sadly  disordered  his  lines, 
and  finding  it  impossible  to  reform  them,  while  advancing  so  rapidly  as  the 
emergency  of  occasions  required — hopeless,  moreover,  of  holding  his  position 
I'ven  if  the  assault  should  succeed — Uarlin  fell  back  to  the  cover  of  the  creek. 
the  eastern  bank  of  which  offered,  in  some  places,  all  the  protection  of  a  well- 
constructed  fortification.  There  he  remained,  by  my  direction,  all  day,  keeping 
up  a  desultory  but  effective  fire  in  reply  to  the  enemy's.  King's  brigade*  which 
lay  considerably  further  from  the  creek  than  Carlin's,  did  not  advance  so  far, 
and  when  it  was  seen  that  Carlin  had  suffered  a  repulse,  halted.  Two  I2-poaader 
guns  of  the  enemy's  in  my  front  had  opened  upon  our  advance,  and  continaed 
their  fire,  subsequently,  at  intervals,  with  damaging  effect.    As  flooa  as  a  piac- 
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tieable  road  could  be  found,  I  brought  forward  two  (2)  pieces  of  Captain  Delger'a 
battery  I,  first  Ohio  light  artillery,  and  caused  them  to  be  placed  in  position  on 
the  crest  of  the  bluff,  overlooking  the  creek,  and  near  my  centre.  The  admir- 
able practice  of  this  section,  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  Captain  Delger 
in  person,  soon  closed  out  the  enemy's  pieces,  and  was  quite  as  annoying  to 
them  as  theirs  had  been  before  to  us  more  than  once ;  their  infantry  were  driven 
from  their  works  by  Delger's  shell,  and  were  shot  down  by  my  sharpshooters  before 
they  could  gain  the  cover  of  the  works  in  their  rear.  Subsequently  I  brought 
the  whole  of  this  battery  into  position  at  the  same  place.  In  this  afiBsiir  Gen* 
eral  Carlin's  brigade  suffered  severely,  losing  considerably  over  two  hundred  in 
killed  and  wounded,  this  including  many  valuable  officers.  The  loss  in  General 
King's  brigade  was  comparatively  light.  On  the  evening  of  this  day,  Scribner's 
brigade  was  thrown  into  line  on  the  left  of  King,  to  relieve  Turchin's  brigade. 

On  Sunday  his  line  was  extended  so  as  to  relieve  Van  Derveer's  brigade,  and 
Carlin,  who  had  been  relieved  on  the  evening  previous  by  McCook's  brigade, 
of  Davis's  division,  was  put  in  on  Scribner's  left,  to  relieve  Hovey's  division. 
Sharp  skirmishing  was  kept  up  all  day  on  my  line,  from  which  both  my  own 
troops  and  the  enemy's  suffered  slightly.  My  artillery,  12  pieces,  played  all 
day  with  precision,  and,  I  have  good  reason  to  think,  effect. 

Monday,  May  IG. — I  marched  to  Resaca,  and  bivouacked  in  rear  of  the 
village. 

May  17. — Crossed  the  Oostenaula  and  marched  by  Damascus  court-house, 
through  Calhoun,  towards  Adairsville  ;  bivouacked  at  11.30  p.  m.  about  seven 
miles  &onth  of  Calhoun,  on  the  left  of  General  Baird's  division. 

May  18. — Marched  through  Adairsville,  following,  as  on  the  day  previous, 
Baird's  division;  bivouacked  for  the  night  at  12,  midnight,  on  the  railroad, 
within  three  miles  of  Kingston. 

May  19. — Marched  in  rear  of  Baird's  into  Kingston.  Here,  at  2.30,  I  waa 
ordered  by  Major  General  Palmer  to  move  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  seize  a 
bridge  (Gillam's)  over  the  Etowah,  south  of  Kingston,  toward  which  a  force  of 
the  enemy  were  supposed  to  be  making,  either  to  secure  their  retreat  or  destroy 
it.  Reaching  the  bridge  at  4  p.  m.,  I  found  some  of  Garrard's  cavalry,  which 
had  passed  me,  already  there.  I  formed  my  lines  here  so  as  to  cover  all  ap- 
proaches, and  remained  until  morning,  seeing  nothing  of  the  enemy. 

May  20. — Marched  by  the  Cassville  road  four  miles,  passing  the  confederate 
saltpetre  works,  which  1  caused  to  be  destroyed  by  my  rear  guard,  and  formed 
on  the  right  of  Baird's  division,  my  left  resting  on  the  railroad,  my  right  con- 
siderably refused. 

3Iay  21  and  22. — My  division  lay  in  bivouack.  On  the  22d  my  preparations 
for  the  ensuing  march  were  arranged  by  stripping  my  regiments  of  all  baggage, 
except  that  which  might  be  carried  on  the  persons  of  officers,  or  their  horses,  and 
sending  back  the  surplus.  I  was  able  to  provide  transportation  for  the  20 
days'  rations  and  forage  required  by  the  orders  of  Major  General  Sherman. 

On  the  23d  I  marched,  crossing  Etowah  river  at  the  Island  ford,  bivouacked 
in  line  and  on  Euharley  creek,  my  left  resting  immediately  in  rear  of  Barnett's 
mill,  and  my  right  on  the  Cedartown  road. 

On  the  24th,  at  10  a.  m.,  I  moved  by  my  right,  crossing  Euharley  creek  (not 
fordable)  on  the  rickety  bridge  near  widow  Smith's  house,  which,  however,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  repair  before  I  could  pass  my  artillery  over  it.  Within 
two  miles  of  this  my  march  was  delayed  until  late  in  the  afternoon  by  General 
Stanley's  column,  which  I  found  passing  on  to  the  same  road,  from  the  left,  in 
front  of  me.  I  did  not  make  more  than  two  miles  beyond  this,  the  road  being 
very  difficult  and  blocked  with  the  wagons,  ambulances,  and  artillery  of  the 
troops  which  had  preceded  me.  At  8  p.  m.,  in  the  midst  of  a  driving  rain-storm 
which  latjited  until  lip.  m.,  I  went  into  bivouack  on  the  Raccoon  cr%^. 

The  25th  was  spent  in  clearing  the  way  for  our  trains  by  assisting  xXj^fc^^^'^'*' 
T  18 
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of  thp.  20th  corps  over  the  difficult  hills  which  border  Raccoon  creek.  By  10 J 
o'clock  that  night,  all  of  my  wagons  were  across  and  in  parks  beyond  my  troops, 
toward  Burnt  Hickory. 

At  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  of  the  26th,  I  marched  again,  reaching  Bunit  Hickory 
before  break  of  day.  Two  miles  south  of  this,  on  the  Dallas  road,  at  7  a.  m., 
undei  instructions  from  Major  General  Palmer,  I  halted  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  communicate  with  Major  General  Thomas.  At  llj  a.  m.  we  renewed  the 
march,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  I  formed  my  troops  in  rear  of  the  4th  corps, 
about  three  miles  east  of  Pumpkinviue  creek,  which  we  had  crossed  by  the 
bridge  near  Owen's  mill. 

On  the  27th  two  brigades  of  my  division  participated  in  the  assault  upon  the 
enemy's  right,  being  in  support  to  the  division  of  Brigadier  General  Wood. 
General  Wood's  division  was  formed  in  column  by  brigade,  each  brigade  beiag 
in  two  lines ;  General  King's  brigade  was  formed  in  the  same  manner,  in  rear 
of  Wood,  and  Scribner's  at  first,  on  the  left  of  King;  before  the  assault  fiually 
commenced,  however,  he  was  advanced  to  the  left  of  Wood's  centre  brigade, 
and  in  this  position  advanced  with  the  column.  For  the  particulars  of  their 
participation  in  this  affair,  as  well  as  in  the  attack  made  upon  our  lines  by  the 
enemy  on  the  night  following,  ia  which  Scribner's  brigade  behaved  with  dis- 
tinguished gallantry,  I  refer  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier  General  King  and  Colo- 
nel Sci  ibner,  which  I  presume  have  bt'fore  this  been  forwarded.  When  the  as- 
sault of  the  27th  had  failed,  1  withdrew  my  division  to  the  position  uj)on  which 
the  column  had  originally  formed  for  the  assault,  a  short  distance  to  the  south 
of  Pickett's  mill,  om  what  1  understood  to  be  the  little  Pumpkinvine  creek. 
That  night  Carlin's  brigade,  which  had  before  been  in  reserve  during  the  day, 
was  placed  in  position  on  the  extreme  left.  My  line  was  an  exceedingly  bad 
one,  but  it  seemed  impracticable  to  correct  it.  Here  the  division  remained,  skir- 
mishing heavily  with  the  enemy  at  periods,  and  suflfering  considerable  loss,  until 
the  evacuation  by  the  enemy  of  their  position,  on  the  5th  of  June.  From  the 
morning  of  May  29th  to  the  morning  of  June  6th  I  was  unfitted  for  duty  by 
the  injuries  before  alluded  to,  and  during  this  time  the  division  was  in  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  King.  For  the  operations  of  this  period  I  must, 
therefore,  refer  to  his  report. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  June  I  marched,  following  Baird's  division,  to- 
ward Ackworth.  At  dark  I  formed  my  lines,  connecting  with  General  Hook- 
er's corps  on  my  ri,i;ht,  and  General  Baird's  division  on  the  left,  and  bivouacked 
near  John  Pritchard's  house.  At  this  place  we  rested  during  the  7th,  8ih,  aud 
9th.  On  the  morning  of  the  lOlh  we  marched,  passing  by  Durham's  bouse,  and 
thence  up  to  Owen^s  mill,  just  in  front  of  Newton's  house.  One  m;le  south  of 
Owen's  1  was  put  into  a  position,  by  a  staff  officer  of  Major  General  Palmer,  on 
the  left  of  Brigadier  General  Baird's  division,  whose  skirmishers  had  already 
found  the  enemy.  My  skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  connect  with  those  of 
Gen(*ral  Baird's  line,  but  we  remained  in  that  position  all  night  without  any  in- 
dications of  the  en<'my. 

On  the  11th,  under  the  direction  of  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  I 
moved  my  troops  about  one  division  front  to  the  left,  forming  in  two  lines  along 
the  crest  of  a  wooded  ridge,  my  centre  resting  just  in  rear  of  Whitfield's  hou?e. 
W^ith  great  difficulty,  owing  to  the  continuous  heavy  rains  of  the  wei»k  previous, 
and  the  emaciated  condition  of  my  artillery  horses,  I  got  both  batteries  in  favorable 
position  upon  the  line  Late  in  the  evening  I  was  obliged  to  change  my  line  about 
one  lirigade  front  to  the  left  and  front,  to  conform  to  a  change  in  the  position  of 
Brigadier  General  Davis's  division.  I  was  not  able  to  move  my  batteries  on  to 
the  new  line. 

We  remained  in  this  position  during  the  12th  and  13th,  without  seeing  any- 
thing of  the  enemy,  although  there  was  continuous  Bkirmisbing  and  occaaiiHuii 
artillery  firing  on  my  right  and  left. 
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My  thanks  are  due  to  my  brigade  commanders,  Brigadier  General  King, 
Brigadier  General  Carl  in,  and  Colonel  B.  F.  Scribner,  ana  to  my  chief  of  artil- 
lery, Captain  L.  H.  Drury,  f  >r  the  cheerfulness  and  good  judgment  with  which 
they  have  at  all  times  executed  my  orders,  and  furthered  the  objects  of  every 
movement,  as  also  to  the  oflficers  of  ray  staflf,  particularly  Surgeon  S.  Marks, 
medical  director ;  Captain  E.  F.  Deaton,  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Lieuten- 
ant John  Borham,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  for  the  uniform  fidelity  and 
intelligence  with  which  they  have  discharged  th<'ir  duties. 

Junt  13. — I  was  compelled  to  leave  my  command  on  account  of  injuries 
received  in  battle,  and  was  absent  until  July  13th  when  I  assumed  command 
of  my  division. 

July  14,  15,  and  16. — Quiet,  with  occasional  artillery  firing. 

July  17. — Crossed  the  Chattahoochee,  and  found  General  Davis  in  line,  about 
500  yards  in  from,  upon  one  of  a  series  of  ridges  which  run  in  every  direction, 
in  deep  woods.  The  third  brigade  (Colonel  Moore  commanding)  was  formed 
on  the  left;  of  General  Davis,  his  skirmishers  were  advanced,  the  enemy  retiring 
slowly ;  the  first  brigade  (Colonel  A.  G.  McCook's)  was  formed  on  the  left  of 
the  third,  and  King's  brigade  was  formed  in  reserve  with  the  artillery. 

At  4  o'cl  ;ck  p.m.  Colonel  Moore  advanced  his  line  southeast  on  the  Buck 
Head  road,  over  a  very  rough  and  rugged  country,  to  Nancy's  creek,  when  he 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

July  18, — At  7  a.  m.,  I  directed  McCook  to  take  the  advance.  Skirmishing 
commenced  at  9  a.  m.  and  continued,  the  enemy  falling  back  slowly,  until  about 
2  p.  ra.,  when  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the  Buck  Head  and  Ho  will's 
ferry  road.  A  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  to  drive  the  en- 
emy beyond  Pe^ch  Tree  creek.  On  retiring  beyond  the  creek  the  bridge  was 
destroyed  by  the  rebels,  and  they  opened  up  a  vigorous  fire  with  shell  and  case- 
shot  upon  the  reserves. 

July  19. — Bridges  were  constructed  to  cross  tiie  command,  and  on  July  20th 
the  creek  was  crossed,  the  troops  thrown  into  line,  and  temporary  breastworks 
constructed.  About  3  p.  m.  a  heavy  fire  began  along  the  whole  line  of  the  20th 
corps,  gradually  approaching  us,  and  finally  involving  my  first  brigade, 
(McCook's,)  which  repulrfed  every  attack  made  upon  it  with  slight  loss.  My 
efficient  and  gallant  assistant  adjutant  general  (E.  T.  Wells)  was  severely 
wounded. 

July  21  — About  3  p.  m.  my  line  was  ordered  forward;  the  enemy#was  driven 
from  his  rifle  pits,  and  back  over  a  ridge,  in  which  my  entire  line  intrenched 
itself. 

July  22.— At  2  o'clock  a.  m.  my  skirmishers  and  main  line  occupied  the  first 
line  of  the  enemy's  defences  of  Atlanta.  At  8  a.  m  the  column  was  put  in 
motion  on  the  direct  road  to  Atlanta.  When  near  the  city  a  heavy  skirmish 
line  was  encountered.  Instantly  the  troops  were  put  in  line  of  battle,  the  artil- 
lery brought  forward,  and  a  heavy  fire  directed  upon  the  enemy,  in  plain  view. 
The  troops  at  once  entrenched  themselves. 

From  th<»  22d  of  July  to  August  31,  the  troops  were  engaged  in  advancing 
their  lines  and  strengthening  their  position. 

August  3. — Was  relieved  by  the  20th  corps  and  transferred  to  the  right  of 
army  of  Tennessee. 

August  4. — King's  brigade  made  a  reconnoissance  to  the  right  and  returned. 

August  5. — Moved  out  the  Sandtown  road,  thence  to  the  left,  and  came  up  in 
rear  of  Davis's  division,  fronting  the  reserve  of  the  line.  Late  in  the  evening 
made  a  reconnoissance  to  the  right  to  find  the  flank  of  the  rebel  lines,  which  was 
imdertaken  too  late  to  accomplish  much.  On  the  6th  relieved  General  HarcoU's 
division,  which  was  moved  to  the  right  to  join  its  proper  corps. 
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August  7. — ^Was  ordered  to  assume  command  of  the  14th  army  corps,  by 
virtue  of  seniority. 

In  this  hurried  report  I  am  unable  to  do  the  troops  justice.  When  the  cam- 
paign ends  will  forward  a  list  of  those  whose  good  conduct  deserves  special 
mention. 

R.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Brigadier  General  VolMnteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Division  14th  Army  Corps, 

Jonesboro%  Ga.,  September  5,  J  864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  general  commandiDg  the  14tb 
corps  the  operations  of  this  division  since  the  17th  of  August,  the  date  on  which 
I  assumed  command.  The  positions  of  brigades,  and  their  unimportant  move- 
ments, prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  great  movement  against  the  Macon  railroad, 
need  not  be  described,  as  the  record  of  all  such  information  would  encumber  the 
headquarters  of  the  division  and  corps  without  affording  necessary  or  interest- 
ing data. 

On  the  26th  of  August  the  second  and  third  brigades  were  withdrawn  from 
the  position  they  had  held  before  the  enemy  near  Atlanta,  and  marched  to  a 
position  on  the  left  of  the  23d  corps,  the  third  brigade  having  preceded  the  other 
two ;  which  position  was  held  till  the  28th,  when  the  entire  division  marched  to 
Eedoak,  on  the  Atlanta,  West  Point,  and  Montgomery  railroad. 

On  the  29th  the  second  and  third  brigades  were  engaged  till  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
in  destroying  the  railroad  towards  East  Point,  while  the  first  brigade  made  a  re- 
connoissance  in  the  same  direction  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  and  covered  the 
working  parties.  There  was  slight  skirmishing  between  the  first  brigade  and 
the  enemy,  resulting  in  no  loss  to  us. 

On  the  30th  the  division  marched  ten  miles  towards  Jonesboro',  Georgia,  and 
encamped  near  Mrs.  Evans's,  on  the  Fayetteville  and  Atlanta  road. 

On  the  31st  the  division  marched  to  Renfro's  and  remained  there  till  near 
sundown,  when  I  received  orders  from  Major  General  Thomas  to  move  at  once 
to  support  General  Howard,  who  was  then  confronting  the  enemy  near  Jones- 
boro*, which  movement  was  made  without  delay.  Being  informed,  through 
General  Howard's  staff  officer,  that  he  wished  me  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  that 
is,  near  Renfro's,  I  countermarched  to  that  place,  where  instructions  were  received 
from  General  Davis,  commanding  the  corps,  to  proceed  to  my  former  camp,  at 
Mrs.  Evans's,  and  remain  there  that  night. 

On  the  first  day  of  September  I  received  orders  to  move  to  the  support  of 
General  Baird  and  take  a  position  on  his  right,  which  was  then  on  the  Atlanta 
and  Jonesboro'  road,  east  of  Mrs.  Evans's.  Before  goine  into  position  there  I 
received  orders  to  proceed  about  2 J  miles  towards  Jonesboro'  and  take  a  posi- 
tion facing  the  town.  Having  marched  till  within  two  miles  of  that  place,  and 
reached  the  pickets  of  the  17th  corps,  I  took  position  parallel  to  the  road  and 
facing  the  Macon  railroad,  one  and  a  half  miles  distant  (I  have  omitted  to 
state  above  that  the  first  brigade  and  nineteenth  Indiana  battery  were  detached 
at  Mrs.  Evans's  and  sent  to  Renfro's  to  protect  the  trains  of  the  army,  in  accord- 
ance with  orders  received.)  From  the  point  designated  above  I  sent  the  third 
brigade  on  a  reconnoissance  towards  the  railroad,  with  also  one  regiment  of  the 
second  brigade  as  skirmishers.  The  skirmishers  of  both  brigades  soon  encoun- 
tered the  enemy  at  a  creek  near  the  road  and  drove  them  back  to  a  strong 
poi'ition,  where  they  contested  the  ground  obstinately  with  infantry  or  dismounted 
cavalry  and  one  or  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  position  of  the  enemy  wafl  soon 
taken  by  the  third  brigade  and  the  sixteenth  United  States  infantry,  and  one 
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caiaaon  filled  with  ammunition  captured.  The  second  brigade  was  immediately 
moved  up  to  the  right  of  the  third,  and  the  akirmishers  pushed  on  to  the  rail- 
road. While  here,  Captain  Edmonda,  of  my  staff,  pointed  out  a  very  fine  position 
for  a  battery,  and  I  immediately  ordered  Prescott's  oattery  to  take  position  there. 
Prescott  moved  to  it  as  rapidly  as  his  horses  could  go,  unlimbered,  and  opened 
bis  guns,  which  created  great  havoc  among  the  rebels.  It  may  here  be  stated 
that  much  of  the  success  later  in  the  day  was  due  to  the  execution  of  this  bat- 
tery, both  on  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  the  rebels,  as  Prescott  was  almost 
immediately  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  facing  Morgan's  division  of  the 
14th  corps  and  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  While  occupying  the  position 
last  described,  I  sent  ort  a  regiment  on  the  left  front  to  open  communication 
with  the  4th  corps,  which  was  accomplished  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  McMahan, 
commanding  the  twenty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  I  then  changed  the  front 
of  my  division  again  to  the  right,  the  left  of  the  third  brigade  resting  on  the 
railroad,  and  formed  line  of  battle,  when  I  received  orders  from  General  Davis 
to  move  forward  towards  Jonesboro*  till  I  should  find  the  works  of  the  enemy. 
Moving  through  a  dense  forest  to  an  open  field,  the  enemy  was  encountered  in 
a  thicket  beyond.  I  ordered  an  assault,  which  was  made  with  great  energy  and 
gallantry  by  both  brigades.  The  position  of  the  enemy  was  very  strong,  and 
the  approach  almost  impossible,  in  consequence  of  a  dense  growth  of  small  bushes. 
The  second  brigade  reached  the  works  at  the  first  dash,  and  captured  many 
prisoners.  They  would  have  held  the  works  and  gone  on  but  for  the  unfortu- 
nate loss  of  Captain  Kellogo,  commanding  the  eighteenth  United  States  infantry, 
who  was  on  the  extreme  right ;  he  was  badly  wounded  while  crossing  the  works. 
Tlie  enemy  brought  up  re-enforcements  and  compelled  the  right  to  fall  back 
about  one  hundred  (100)  yards.  A  portion  of  this  brigade  gallantly  clung  to 
the  works  till  the  second  brigade  made  another  charge.  I  received  information 
from  General  Davis  that  he  had  ordered  Colonel  Este's  brigade  of  Baird's 
division  to  support  me.  As  it  was  fresh  and  well  formed,  I  placed  it  in  position 
for  a  charge,  when  General  Baird  arrived  and  gallantly  led  it  himself.  It  is  an 
agreeable  duty  I  perform  in  saying  that  the  conduct  of  this  brigade  was  truly 
admirable,  and  that  they  deserved  the  success  they  achieved.  Colonel  Este 
deserves  promotion  for  his  gallantry  and  good  management.  The  third  brigade 
continued  the  fight  till  every  rebel  was  driven  or  dragged  from  the  works.  The 
thirty-eighth  Indiana  volunteer  infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Griffin  commanding, 
deserves  great  credit  in  this  part  of  the  fight;  as  they  had  to  contend  almost 
alone  against  a  very  obstinate  foe,  strongly  intrenched.  The  enemy,  having 
lost  his  works,  brought  infantry  and  artillery  on  the  road  still  further  towards 
Jonesboro',  and  opened  so  heavy  a  fire  that  no  further  advance  could  be  made ; 
darkness  closed  the  fight.  The  two  brigades  captured  about  three  hundred  ( 300) 
prisoners  and  many  small-arms.  The  second  nrigade  lost,  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  168 ;  the  third  brigade,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  203 ;  total, 
371.     The  greater  portion  of  the  wounded  will  recover. 

My  thanks  are  due  General  Baird  for  the  readiness  displayed  to  support  me 
at  all  times,  as  well  «s  for  the  support  actually  received.  It  is  not  a  mere  empty 
custom  when  I  acknowledge  the  great  assistance  rendered  during  the  hottest  of 
the  fight  by  Captain  Edmonds,  ninety-fourth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  Captain 
G.  W.  Smith,  eighteenth  United  States  infantry,  and  Lieutenant  W.  B  Roby, 
thirty-third  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  and  Lieutenant  George  H.  Tracy,  all  of 
my  staff.  Dr.  Solon  Marks,  chief  surgeon  of  the  division.  Lieutenant  H.  G. 
Litchfield,  ordnance  officer,  and  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Maize,  in  charge  of  ambu- 
lances, are  deserving  of  mention  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  in 
their  respective  departments.  Colonel  M.  F.  Moore,  sixty-ninth  Ohio  volunteer 
infantry,  commanding  third  brigade,  deserves  special  mention  for  thft.  '^x<5PK^\:ciRSi^ 
with  which  he  obeyed  orders  and  put  his  command  in  motion.  'iL^V^^Xs^  ^sPSsj^bc^ 
of  the  second  brigade,  Captain  Mills,  Lieutenant  Este,  and  LieixV^'wwi\»'^^»-^^^'» 
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and  especially  Captain  W.  J.  Fetterman,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  dis- 
played great  gallantry  and  spirit  in  assisting  Major  J.  R.  Edie,  fifteenth  infantry, 
in  advancing  the  brigade.  The  regimental  officers  and  enlisted  men  cannot  be 
over-praised  for  their  conduct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  CARLIN, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 
Captain  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Chief  of  Staff,  lUh  Army  Corps, 


Headquarters  Second  Division  14th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  division  during  the  campaign  of  the  united  armies  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Sherman  against  the  enemy's  forces  in  Georgia,  from  the  1st  day 
of  May  to  the  22d  day  of  August,  at  which  time  I  assumed  command  of  the 
l4th  army  corps. 

Afier  the  return  of  this  division  from  the  campaign  in  East  Tennessee  in 
December,  1863,  it  went  into  camp  at  McAffee  church,  near  Rossville,  Georgia. 
Comfortable  quarters  were  soon  built  by  the  troops,  and  the  remainder  of  tbe 
winter  was  well  occupied  in  drilling,  outfitting,  and^prepai-ing  the  command  for 
active  operations  in  the  spring.  Several  expeditions  and  reconnoissances  were 
made  by  the  division  or  parts  of  it  during  the  winter  and  spring,  special  reports 
of  which  have  already  been  made. 

On  the  Istof  May,  at  which  time  orders  were  received  for  the  commencement 
of  active  operations,  the  division  consisted  of  tliree  brigades  and  two  field-batte- 
ries, organized  and  commanded  as  follows,  viz : 

First  brigade,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  J.  D.  Morgan,  consisting 
of  the  10th  Illinois  veteran  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  John  Tillson ;  16th 
Illinois  veteran  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  Robert  F.  Smith;  60th  Illinois  vet- 
eran volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  William  B.  Anderson ;  10th  Michigan  veteran 
volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  Charles  M.  Lum;  14th  Michigan  veteran  volunteer 
infantry,  Colonel  Henry  R.  Mizner. 

Second  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  J.  G.  Mitchell,  consisting  of  the 
34th  Illinois  veteran  volunteer  infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Oscar  Van  Tassel; 
78th  Illinois  veteran  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  Carter  Van  Uleck;  98th  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  John  S.  Pearce;  10^ th  Ohio  volunteer  infantry; 
12l8t  Ohio  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  II.  B.  Banning. 

Third  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Daniel  McCook,  consisting  of  the 
22d  Indiana  veteran  volunteer  infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  M.  Wiles; 
85th  Illinois  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  C  J.  Dalworth;  125th  Illinois  volun- 
teer infantry.  Colonel  0.  F.  Harmon ;  86th  Illinois  volunteer  infiintry,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  A.  L.  Fannestock ;  52d  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  C. 
W.  Clancey ;  110th  Illinois  volunteer  infantry,  Lieuten.ant  Colo^iel  E.  H  Topping. 

Artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  U.  M.  Bamett;  5th  Wisconsin  battery,  com- 
manded by  Captain  George  Q.  Gardner;  Veteran  battery  1, 2d  Illinois  artillery, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Veteran. 

The  tenth  Michigan  and  fourteenth  Michigan  regiments,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign,  were  on  veteran  furlough,  and  rejoined  the  divi»!>ion  reepeet- 
ively  at  Resaca  and  near  Ackworth ;  the  third  Ohio  regiment  had  been  detailed 
by  department  cDmmander  for  permanent  garrison  duty  at  Chattanooea,  Ten- 
nessee, where  it  served  until  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  enlistment ;  the  tenth 
Illinois  regiment  was  stationed  at  Nashville,  TennesBee,  for  the  purpose  of  hmf^ 
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ing  forward  transportation  when  obtained.  Transportation  overtook  the  division 
on  the  26th  May.  The  regiment  for  some  time  after  was  kept  with  the  train  as 
guard,  &c.;  it  reported  to  its  brigade  for  duty  on  the  20th  day  of  July. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  May,  in  compliance  with  orders,  Morgan's  and 
Mitchell's  brigades  and  the  battenes  marched  to  Ringgold,  Groorgia,  and  went 
into  camp  on  East  Chickamauga  creek.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  McCook's 
brigade  marched  from  Lee's  and  Gordon's  mill  and  joined  the  division  at  Ring- 
gold. On  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  division  passed  through  the  gap  at  Ring- 
gold, and  went  into  bivouac  near  the  stone  church  at  the  forks  of  the  D;»lton 
and  Cleveland  roads.  The  enemy's  pickets  were  encountered  by  Morgan's 
skirmishers  in  small  force.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  advance  of  the  army 
was  assigned  to  my  division,  and  at  daylight  McCook's  brigade,  followed  by  the 
rest  of  my  command,  moved  on  the  direct  road  to  Tunnel  Hill.  The  enemy's 
cavalry  was  soon  encountered,  and  some  sharp  skirmishing  kept  up  until  the  head 
of  column  reached  Smith's  house,  within  cannon  range  of  the  enemy's  position  at 
Tunnel  Hill.  At  this  point  the  enemy  opened  his  artillery,  but  beiLg  fiimiliar 
with  the  ground,  I  soon  made  disposition  of  my  troops,  and  placed  a  few  guns 
in  position  and  ordered  them  to  return  the  fire,  which  was  promptly  executed. 
In  accordance  with  the  general  plan  for  the  advance  upon  that  place.  Major 
General  Howard's  corps  moved  from  Cherokee  Springs,  from  the  direction  of 
Cleveland,  and  formed  a  junction  with  my  command  at  this  point.  General 
Howard  sent  a  force  to  operate  on  the  north  end  of  Tunnel  Hill,  while  a  strong 
line  of  skirmishers  from  McCook's  brigade,  gallantly  commanded  by  Major 
Holmes,  fifty-second  Ohio  infantry,  attacked  the  enemy's  position  below  the  town, 
near  where  the  road  leading  to  Dalton  crosses  the  hill.  These  movements, 
assisted  by  the  action  of  the  batteries,  caused  the  enemy  to  withdraw  from  his 
position  and  retreat  toward  Buzzard  Roost.  In  compliance  with  orders  I  moved 
my  entire  division  beyond  the  town,  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  Dalton 
road,  and  sent  a  regiment  from  Morgan's  brigade  to  take  possession  of  a  high 
round  hill  immediately  in  my  front,  known  to  us  as  Signal  Hill.  This  duty  was 
well  performed  by  the  tenth  Illinois  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Tillson. 
McCook's  brigade  had  the  advance  during  the  day,  and  most  of  the  fighting 
required  to  be  done  in  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  skirmishers  was 
gallantly  performed  by  his  troops,  superintended  by  himself 

The  division  remained  in  this  position  until  the  forenoon  of  the  9th,  when  an 
advance  into  the  gap  of  Buzzard  Roost  was  determined  upon.  Mitchell's  brigade 
was  ordered  to  advance  along  the  left  of  the  road  and  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets, 
occupying  a  little  group  of  round-shaped  hills  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works 
which  obstructed  the  gap.  This  duty  was  performed  by  a  line  of  skirmi-^ihers, 
supported  by  his  whole  bngade.  The  ground  thus  gained  was  held,  and  my 
entire  division  took  position  in  the  gap.  During  the  succeeding  three  days  my 
troops  were  kept  more  or  less  under  fire.  The  enemy,  after  persistent  and  some- 
times heavy  skirmishing,  was  driven  into  his  works  in  the  gorge,  and  upon  the 
top  of  Rocky  Face.  The  operations  of  these  three  days  were  mostly  executed 
and  the  fighting  done  by  General  Morgan's  brigade.  Much  of  the  fighting  con- 
sisted in  heavy  skirmishing,  and,  on  several  occasi'  »ns,  when  attempts  were  made 
to  feel  of  the  enemy's  works,  it  became  almost  a  general  engagement  in  severity. 
CapUiin  Barrett,  my  chief  of  artillery,  with  much  difficulty  succeeded  in  getting 
a  part  of  his  artillery  in  position,  and  operated  very  successfully  with  it  against 
the  enemy's  batteries  and  works.  The  privations  and  hardships  my  troops 
were  compelled  to  undergo  during  these  few  days'  operations  against  the  enemy's 
skirmish  line  and  sharpshooters,  and  the  conseouent  heavy  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded,  gave  the  highest  proof  of  their  discipline  and  courage,  and  the  zeal 
with  which  they  were  entering  upon  the  long  and  arduous  camp»\^«  ^^  '^^ 
12th  my  command  was  relieved  from  its  position  in  the  gap  by  t.TCi^^'^^x«^'^«^ 
4th  corps,  and,  following  the  other  divisions  of  the  corps,  marcb.^^  ^  ^\«ixv^^  ^"^ 
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Snake  Creek  gap,  which  place  it  reached  at  dark.  Daring  the  night  it  passed 
through  the  gap,  and  bivonacked  early  on  the  13th  near  the  field-works  thrown 
up  by  General  McPherson's  command  in  the  vicinity  of  Resaca.  In  compliaDce 
with  instructions,  after  a  few  hours*  rest,  the  division  took  a  position  in  line  on 
the  left  of  the  corps,  in  the  general  advance  upon  the  enemy's  position  near 
Resaca.  During  the  night  of  the  13th  the  division  occupied  a  position  a  little 
in  reserve  of  the  left  of  the  corps,  and  connected  pickets  with  Major  Greneral 
Schofield's  right.  On  the  14th,  conforming  to  the  movement  of  troops  on  the 
right,  and  the  general  plan  of  advance,  the  division  moved  forward  from  one 
position  to  another  until  the  enemy's  main  lines  were  reached.  The  troops,  on 
several  parts  of  our  lines,  had  become  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy  during  the 
forenoon,  and  his  main  line  of  battle,  in  front  of  our  right,  was  well  developed. 
In  the  afternoon,  in  compliance  with  orders,  I  sent  MitchelPs  brigade  to  the 
support  of  a  part  of  our  lines,  composed  of  Brigadier  General  Judah's  command, 
of  the  23d  corps,  and  Brigadier  General  Turchiu's  brigade,  of  the  14th  corps, 
which  was  reported  as  being  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy.  This  brigade  moved 
promptly  and  gallantly  into  position ;  relieving  these  troops,  they  entered  im- 
mediately into  the  fight.  The  conduct  of  this  brigade  was  highly  creditable  to 
both  officers  and  men.  Colonel  MitchelVs  conduct  was  conspicuous  on  this 
occasion  for  personal  gallantry.  My  batteries  were  exceedingly  well  posted  on 
a  high  ridge  overlooking  the  enemy's  works,  and  were  well  manned  all  day. 
Their  conduct  was  very  conspicuous  on  this  occasion.  The  effect  of  the  pro- 
jectiles was  unusually  severe  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  driving  him  several  times 
from  his  rifle-pits. 

During  the  night,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  moved  the  entire  division,  except 
the  batteries,  to  the  right,  and  relieved  the  division  of  General  Butterfield,  of  the 
20th  corps,  and  the  brigade  of  General  Carlin,  of  the  14th  corps,  from  their 
position  in  the  front  line.  The  troops  worked  assiduously  all  night  strengthen- 
ing and  completing  the  works  previously  commenced  by  General  Butterfield'a 
troops.  The  15th  my  skirmish  line  was  sharply  engaged  all  day,  but  no  general 
movement  of  my  troops  was  made.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  position  and  was  crossing 
the  river.  I  received  orders  to  march,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  with  my 
command  down  the  west  bank  of  the  Oostenaula  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Arcmu- 
chee  creek,  with  a  view  of  cooperating  with  the  cavalry  forces  in  that  vidnity. 
It  was  supposed  that  a  bridge  existed  across  the  river  at  this  point,  over  which 
the  forces  operating  on  this  flank  of  the  army  could  cross  and  cut  the  railroad 
between  Kingston  and  Rome,  and  rejoin  the  main  column  in  its  pursuit  of  the 
retreating  enemy.  The  division  made  a  rapid  march  of  fifteen  miles,  and  encamped 
at  dark  a  few  miles  from  the  Arcmuchee.  During  the  night  the  cavalry  forces, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Garrard,  passed  through  my  camp 
en  route  for  Lay's  ferry,  near  Resaca.  General  Garrard  reported  his  inability 
to  find  any  bridge  across  the  Oostenaula  above  Rome,  and  his  determination  to 
return  and  cross  the  river  with  the  main  column  near  Resaca.  This  condition  of 
affau*s  placed  me  in  an  embarrassing  position  as  to  how  to  act  under  the  circum- 
stances. Believing,  however,  that  the  main  object  of  the  expedition  could  best 
be  obtained  by  pushing  on  to  Rome  with  my  command,  and  try  to  secure  the 
bridge  and  capture  that  place,  I  immediately  sent  a  communication  to  Major 
General  Thomas  of  my  determination,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  17ih 
resumed  the  march  in  that  direction.  About  noon,  the  first  of  the  enemy's  pickets 
were  found  at  Farmer's  bridge,  over  the  Arcmuchee.  This  is  eight  miles  from 
Home.  Here  I  determined  to  pack  the  trains,  and  allow  the  troops  time  to  rest, 
and  get  dinner.  About  2  o'clock  p.  m.  the  column,  except  two  regiments  left 
behind  to  guard  the  trains,  resumed  the  march. 

Mitchell's  brigade  had  the  advance,  and  pushed  rapidly  forward,  driving  in 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  until  within  cannon  range  of  the  enemy's  works  on  De  Soto 
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Hill,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Oostenaula.  Colonel  Mitchell  reported  the  enemy 
in  strong  force  in  his  front,  and  his  advanced  guard,  thirty 'fourth  Illinois  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Van  Tassell,  sharply  engaged  with  his 
skirmishers.  I  immediately  made  disposition  of  my  troops  for  the  purpose  of 
drivino^  in  the  enemy's  outposts  so  as  to  reconnoitre  his  works.  This  was 
scarcely  commenced  before  he  opened  with  a  battery  of  artill  Jry  upon  the  advance 
troops,  and  at  the  same  time  a  brigade  of  infantry  advanced  from  the  works 
to  attack  us.  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Daniel  McCook  to  move  his 
brigade  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  front,  and  take  position  on  a  com- 
manding ridge  to  the  left  of  the  Resaca  and  Rome  road,  still  held  by  our 
skirmishers.  McCook  moved  promptly  into  position,  and  deployed  his  troops 
80  as  to  be  able  to  give  or  receive  an  attack  at  any  time.  By  this  time  the 
enemy  was  observed  advancing,  apparently  with  a  view  of  taking  possession  of 
a  ridge  directly  in  front  of  the  one  first  taken  by  McCook's  brigade,  and 
extending  some  distance  to  his  right.  This  ridge  offered  a  better  and  more 
extended  line  of  battle,  and  I  ordered  McCook  to  advance  and  take  possession  of 
it.  The  movement  was  promptly  executed,  just  in  time  to  meet  the  enemy,  in 
about  equal  force,  ascending  the  opposite  slope  to  the  attack.  Both  parties 
opened  fire  with  great  determination,  and  the  enemy  at  this  time  indicated  a 
disposition  to  give  a  general  battle  outside  of  his  works.  From  the  best  informa- 
tion I  could  get  I  was  well  satisfied  his  forces  did  not  exceed  mine  in  number. 
The  gallant  manner  in  which  McCook's  brigade  went  into  battle  and  sustained 
it,  notwithstanding  a  march  of  eighteen  miles  since  morning,  determined  me  to 
accept  the  issue,  and  Mitchell's  brigade  was  promptly  deployed  on  the  right  of 
the  road  in  supporting  distance  of  McCook.  The  batteries  were  put  in  position 
and  opened  fire  for  a  few  rounds.  Morgan's  brigade  was  massed  in  reserve 
during  the  attack  on  McCook's  brigade,  but  a  report  received  at  this  time  that  the 
enemy  was  moving  in  heavy  force  to  my  right,  together  with  the  demonstrations 
his  skirmishers  were  making  in  that  direction,  determined  me  to  move  Morgan 
to  that  flank,  with  orders  to  push  out  skirmishers  to  the  Alabama  road.  The 
emergency,  as  well  as  the  approach  of  night,  required  great  promptness  in  the 
execution  of  the  movement.  The  emergency  was  fully  met,  and  by  dark  Morgan 
had  driven  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  formed  his  entire  brigade  on  the 
Albama  road,  close  up  to  the  enemy's  works.  McCook  and  Mitchell  reported 
the  enemy  repulsed  on  their  fronts,  and  I  ordered  a  strong  skirmish  line  to  be 
thrown  out,  with  instructions  to  force  those  of  the  enemy  back  into  his  works, 
behind  which  his  main  forces  had  taken  refuge.  This  was  handsomely  done, 
and  our  main  line  established  upon  the  most  advantageous  ground  that  could 
be  selected.  My  lines,  as  now  established,  completely  invested  the  enemy's 
works  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  my  left  being  so  near  the  Oostenaula 
and  my  right  so  near  the  Coosa  as  to  prevent  my  flank  from  being  turned  from 
either  direction.  My  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  did  not  exceed  one  hundred 
and  fifty  (150)  men.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wiles  and  Major  Shea,  of  the  twenty- 
second  Indiana  regiment,  were  both  seriously  wounded. 

Notwithstanding  the  long  march  of  eighteen  miles,  and  the  fatigue  of  the  field 
manoeuvres  and  fighting  during  the  day,  the  troops  stacked  their  arms  and  went 
vigorously  to  work  building  breastworks,  and  by  morning  the  entire  line  was 
well  fortified.  The  dense  fog  which  prevailed  in  the  morning  prevented  any 
movement  under  the  circumstances  until  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  at  which  time  it  began 
to  rise,  and  I  ordered  the  works  to  be  vigorously  attacked  in  front  of  each 
brigade  with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers.  This  was  done,  and  the  works  soon 
taken  possession  of,  having  been  abandoned  during  the  night,  except  by  a  skir- 
mish line  which  fled  rapidly  across  the  river,  burning  the  bridge  behind  them. 
His  rear  guard  was  pursued  so  closely  by  our  skirmishers  that  their  attem^to. 
to  destroy  the  pontoons  across  the  river  were  only  partially  succe.'effJwS.,  KHk« 
troops  advanced  into  the  works  on  the  De  Soto  hill  was  8uffioie.x3L\.\fi^««  "^siS^ 
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enemy's  fire  from  tlie  two  formidable  field-works,  one  situated  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Oostenaula  and  the  other  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Ooosa.  The  works 
were  situated  on  two  higli  hills,  and  completely  commanded  all  approaches  to  them 
from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  as  well  as  the  works  just  abandoned  by  the 
enemy  and  now  held  by  us.  In  order  to  test  the  full  strength  of  the  enemy  I 
ordered  Bainett's  and  Gardner's  batteries  to  be  put  into  position  on  De  ^oto 
hill  and  open  fire.  This  was  done,  and  after  an  hour's  practice,  the  superiority 
of  our  batteries  was  gratifyingly  manifested  by  an  almost  complete  silence  of 
the  enemy's  guns.  While  these  movements  were  being  made  the  skirmish  line 
had  gradually  closed  to  the  river  bank,  and  was  sharply  engaged  with  the 
enemy  on  the  opposite  side.  The  city  was  now  completely  at  our  mercy.  This 
fact,  considered  in  connexion  with  the  best  information  1  could  obtain,  convinced 
me  that  the  enemy  intended  to  evacuate  the  city,  and  was  only  prolonging  hia 
resistance  in  order  to  remove,  as  much  as  possible,  his  public  stores.  To  complete 
the  capture  of  the  city  it  was  necessary  to  throw  troops  across  the  Oostenaula, 
A  point  some  distance  above  the  enemy's  works  near  McCook's  left,  during 
the  engagement  of  the  previous  evening  was  selected,  and  his  brigade  designated 
to  execute  the  movement. 

The  hazardous  enterprise  of  effecting  the  first  crossing  was  gallantly  accom- 
plished by  the  eighty-fifth  Illinois  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Delworth, 
on  rafts  built  of  rails  and  logs  hastily  collected  on  the  bank.  This  regiment 
was  crossed  in  an  astonishing  short  space  of  time,  and  soon  began  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets  in  the  direction  of  the  city.  The  enemy,  finding  himself 
unexpectedly  attacked  horn,  a  direction  which  soon  must  result  in  his  capture, 
retreated  in  the  most  precipitate  manner  over  the  Etowah  river,  destroying  the 
bridge  behind  him.  Delworth  advanced  his  skirmishers  down  the  Oostenaula, 
driving  in  those  of  the  enemy  until  his  line  reached  the  city  and  extended  to 
the  Eiowah,  thus  covering  the  railroad  and  all  approaches  to  the  city  between 
the  forks  of  the  two  rivers.  This  enabled  him  to  reach  the  crossings  over  the 
Oostenaula  and  secure  what  yet  remained  undestroyed  of  the  bridges.  The 
main  bridges  were  entirely  destroyed,  but  the  pontoons  were  secured  and  re- 
paired, and  a  bridge  made  in  a  few  hours  sufficient  to  cross  the  whole  of  Mc- 
Cook's brigade. 

On  taking  possession  of  the  city  considerable  public  stores  were  found,  not- 
withstanding the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  and  remove  them.  These  stores 
consisted  of  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  medical  supplies,  and  were  issued 
to  the  troops  of  my  command,  except  one  large  train  of  cars  loaded  mostly  with 
salt,  sent  to  Kingston.  A  large  amount  of  private  property  was  found  in  the 
city  abandoned  by  the  ow^ners.  This  consifeted  mostly  of  cotton.  All  such 
stores  were  placed  under  guard,  and  in  this  condition  was  turned  over  to  my 
successor.  Colonel  Barie,  commanding  brigade  of  I7th  corps,  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. Three  field-pieces,  five  thirty-two  (32)  pounders,  garrison  guns,  and 
two  8-inch  howitzers  were  abandoned  and  fell  into  our  hands.  The  lai^e  iron 
works  and  machine  shops  of  Noble  &  Co ,  upon  which  the  enemy  relied  for  a 
large  part  of  his  ordnance  supplies  and  repairs,  were  captured  in  good  condition. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  these  shops  and  stores,  but  so 
sudden  was  the  attack  of  Delworth's  skirmishers  that  he  precipitately  fled,  and 
they  fell  into  our  possession.  The  city  was  occupied  by  McCook's  brigade  until 
the  advance  was  resumed.  Morgan's  and  Mitchell's  brigade  went  into  camp  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Oostenaula,  occupying  the  works.  The  enemy's  pickets 
continued  to  hold  the  south  bank  of  the  Coosa  for  several  days,  and  kept  up  at 
intervals  a  vicious  skirmish  firing  into  the  city,  killing  and  wounding  solifiers 
and  citizens  indiscriminately  until  the  22d,  when,  in  compliance  with  instnio- 
tions,  Morgan  crossed  a  part  of  his  brigade  in  pontoon  boats  which  had  been  sent 
me  from  the  main  column  by  order  of  Major  General  Thomas,  and  took  DOBsewion 
of  the  opposite  bank  of  the  rivef.     The  pontoon  bridge  was  booh  laia,  and  tlM 
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ole  of  Morgan's  brigade  moved  across  and  occupied  the  works,  driving  the 
BOiy  from  that  entire  front.  On  the  2dd  Mitchell's  brigade  and  the  batteries 
»ved  across  the  two  rivers  and  bivouacked  preparatory  to  commencing  the 
ranee  the  next  morning.  The  24th  the  entire  division  moved  from  Rome  to 
iharley  creek,  when  it  struck  General  McPherson's  column  and  went  into 
np.  The  following  morning  it  resumed  the  march  to  Van  Wert,  where  it 
Kin  came  in  contact  with  General  McPherson's  troops.  At  this  point  I  ascer- 
ned  that  a  road  running  over  the  Alatoona  mountains,  between  the  one 
sapied  by  McPherson's  command  and  the  1 4th  corps,  could  be  found.  I 
termined  to  move  upon  it.  The  roads  proved  passable,  and  by  a  rapid  march 
was  enabled  to  encamp  my  whole  command  at  night  within  three  miles  of 
illas,  and  in  close  support  of  main  column.  On  reporting  the  amval  of  my 
inmaud  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  I  received  orders  from  General  Thomas 
make  a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of  Dallas,  with  a  view  of  finding  out 
)  enemy's  position  on  that  flank,  and  to  open,  if  possible,  communication  with 
neral  McPhei-son's  command.  Taking  the  Burnt  Hickory  road  and  passing 
er  Bishop's  bridge,  across  Pumpkinvine  creek,  two  miles  from  Dallas,  the 
ranee  of  Morgan's  brigade  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  pushed  into  the 
ro.  The  whole  division  followed  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  East 
irietta  road.  The  head  of  General  McPherson's  column  arrived  at  this  time 
1  went  into  position,  his  lines  running  across  the  Villa  Rica  road.  Skir- 
shers  ordered  out  soon  found  Hardee's  corps  intrenched  in  a  strong  posi- 
Q  covering  the  Marietta  and  Villa  Rica  road,  his  right  resting  on  the  west 
i  of  Elsberry  mountain. 

Daring  the  night  the  troops  erected  temporary  breastworks,  and  early  on  the 
ruing  of  the  27th  I  ordered  McOook's  brigade  to  advance  about  a  mile  into  a 
'ge  in  the  mountain,  through  which  a  road  passes  connecting  the  two  roads 
diDg  from  Dallas  to  Marietta.  A  regiment,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  after 
ne  hard  fighting,  discovered  a  brigade  of  the  enemy's  infantry  strongly  posted 
liis  defile.  McOook's  whole  brigade  was,  during  the  day,  posted  and  intrenched 
UB  to  completely  control  this  pass.  A  regiment  from  Mitchell's  brigade  was 
t  to  open  communications  with  the  right  of  General  Hooker's  corps,  then 
crating  near  the  northeast  end  of  Elsberry  mountain.  This  communication 
B  preserved,  by  a  line  of  sentinels  from  my  command,  during  the  remainder 
oar  operations  on  this  flank.  During  the  day  the  twenty* second  Indiana 
;iment,  after  considerable  fighting,  reached  the  enemy's  lines  on  top  of  the 
antain,  and  held  its  position  until  night ;  but  while  attempting  to  withdraw, 
I  enemy  sallied  out  in  pursuit  in  considerable  force.  The  one  hundred  and 
anty-fifth  Illinois  regiment  was  at  this  time  moving  out  to  take  position  as  a 
;ket,  and  very  opportunely  arrived  at  the  point  of  conflict.  A  general  melee 
loed,  in  which  a  number  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides.     The  night 

0  intensely  dark,  and,  where  friend  could  not  be  distinguished  from  foe,  the 
iflict  became  exceedingly  exciting.  It  resulted,  however,  favorably  to  us. 
te  position  was  held  and  a  number  of  prisoners  fell  into  our  hands. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  in  order  to  render  the  position  between  my  left 

1  General  Hooker's  right  more  secure,  I  selected  a  strong  position  about 
dway  between  the  two  points,  the  distance  being  three  miles,  and  ordered 
tchell  to  intrench  his  brigades  there,  and  to  cut  loads  to  his  rear  connecting 
th  the  main  command  near  New  Hope  church.     This  work  was  well  executed 

Colonel  Mitchell  and  command,  and  much  facilitated  the  subsequent  move- 
nts of  our  troops  in  that  direction.  As  now  posted,  my  command  remained 
thout  change  of  position  until  early  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  June,  when, 
concert  with  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  I  withdrew  and  joined  the  corps, 
,'n  occupying  a  position  near  the  left  of  the  whole  army,  in  the  vicinity  of 
m  Hope  church.  Relieving  a  part  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio— Hovcy'a  cotxv.« 
nd — it  took  position  in  the  front  line,  during  the  mg\it>  wii^i^  \\>T^TSi^TL^)  ^sci- 
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gaged  in  constant  skirmishing  with  the  enemj,  until  the  4th,  when  it  withdrew 
and  took  a  commanding  position  on  Stoneman's  liill,  filling  with  two  brigade^! 
gap  between  General  Hooker's  command  on  the  right  and  the  14th  army  corps 
on  the  left. 

During  the  night  of  the  5th  the  enemy  evacuated  his  works,  and  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th,  taking  the  right  of  the  corps  in  pursuit,  the  dirision 
went  into  camp  in  the  afternoon,  on  Proctor's  creek,  covering  the  road  leadine 
from  Ackworth  to  Big  Shanty,  two  miles  from  the  former  place,  where  it  remained 
in  comparative  quiet  until  the  17th,  when  it  moved,  in  concert  with  the  other 
divisions  of  the  corps,  to  a  position  in  front  of  Pine  mountain,  and  formed  oa 
the  right  of  Baird's  division,  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  4th  cx)rp8  in  the 
afternoon. 

During  the  18th  and  19th  the  division  changed  position  several  times  in  the 
general  advance  of  our  lines  to  the  enemy's  position  near  Kenesaw  moantaior 
and  the  skirmishing  was  frequently  very  sharp,  particularly  between  a  part  of 
Morgan's  brigade,  which  was  ordered  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and 
to  feel  his  position  on  top  of  the  mountain.  This  duty  was  gallantly  done 
by  the  sixtieth  Illinois  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Anderson.  This  de- 
monstration, and  the  appearance  of  the  troops  at  the  base  of  the  mountain  while 
going  into  position,  drew  forth  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  on  the 
summit,  and  showed  conclusively  that  he  was  there  in  force,  and  strongly  posted. 
The  batteries  of  the  division  came  into  action,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day  contested  the  ground  with  good  success.  The  troops  were  intrenched  and 
field-works  thrown  up  for  the  batteries  during  the  night  The  troops  remained 
in  this  position,  with  but  little  change,  until  the  night  of  the  25th,  during  which 
time  sharp  skirmishing  frequently  engaged  the  infantry,  and  fierce  artillery  con- 
tests sprang  up  between  the  contending  batteries.  In  these  encounters  our  bat- 
teries invariably  manifested  their  superiority  and  discipline  over  that  of  the  en- 
emy. My  command,  except  the  batteries,  was  relieved  by  a  division  of  the  16th 
corps  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  moved  during  the  night  to  the  rear  of 
our  lines,  and  bivouacked  during  the  26th  in  rear  of  General  Stanley's  division 
of  the  4th  corps,  preparatory  to  storming  the  enemy's  works  at  some  point  near 
that  place  on  the  following  morning. 

Being  informed  by  Major  General  Thomas  of    the  distinguished  duty  for 
which  my  division  had  been  designated,  in  company  with  Generals  Stanley, 
Braddon,  and  Baird,  I  made  a  thorough  reconnoissance  of  the  enemy's  works 
and  selected  the  point  of  attack.     The  point  selected  was  immediately  in  front 
of  General  Whittaker's  brigade,  of  Stanley's  division  of  the  4th  corps.    The 
enemy's  line  here,  conforming  to  a  projecting  point  in  the  ridge  upon  which  his 
works  were  built,  presented  a  salient  angle,  and  in  the  absence  of  abatis,  fallen 
timber  and  other  obstructions  which  generally  confront  their  works,  this  point 
seemed  the  most  assailable.     Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  brigade 
commanders  accompanied  me  to  the  ground  and  familiarized  themselves  with  it. 
McCook's  and  Mitchell's  brigades  had  been  designated  for  this  conspicuous  duty, 
and  at  8  o'clock  were  massed  in  an  open  field  in  rear  of  our  breastworks,  now 
occupied  by  Morgan's  brigade  as  a  reserve,  some  six  hundred  yards  from  the 
point  to  be  carried.     No  place  nearer  the  enemy's  line  could  the  troops  be 
massed  without  receiving  the  enemy's  fire,  both  of  infantry  and  artillery.    The 
ground  to  be  passed  over  was  exceedingly  rocky  and  rough,  and  a  considerable 
part  of  it  covered  with  forest  trees,  interspersed  with  undergrowth.     The  signal 
was  given  a  little  before  nine  o'clock,  and  the  troops,  following  the  example  of 
their  admired  leaders,  bounded  over  our  own  works,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy's 
fire,  and  rushed  gallantly  for  the  enemy,  meeting  and  disregarding,  with  great 
coolness,  the  heavy  fire,  both  of  artillery  and  infantry,  to  which  they  were  sub- 
jected until  the  enemy's  works  were  reached.     Here,  owing  to  exhaustioii  pro- 
duced by  the  too  rapid  execution  of  the  movement,  the  exceedingly  rough 
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ground  and  the  excessive  heat,  the  troops  failed  to  leap  and  carry  the  works 
to  which  their  noble  daring  and  impetuous  valor  had  carried  them.  McCook 
had  fallen  dangerously  wounded,  and  Harmon,  next  in  rank,  had  assumed  com- 
mand, but  fell  immediately.  Delworth,  the  next  senior  in  rank,  promptly  took 
command  of  the  brigade,  and  with  great  personal  gallantry  held  his  command 
to  the  fierce  contest,  now  being  fought  so  near  the  works  that  a  number  of  both 
officers  and  men  were  killed  and  wounded  at  the  trenches.  Mitchell's  brigade, 
moving  in  column  parallel  with  McCook's,  received  and  returned  the  fire  with 
the  same  impetuosity  and  invincible  determination,  but  failed  from  the  same 
cause  to  carry  the  works.  The  position  of  the  troops  at  this  juncture  was  one 
of  extreme  solicitude,  and  presented  a  problem  of  some  difficulty  of  solution.  To 
retire  and  thus  receive  the  full  effect  of  the  enemy's  unrestrained  fire,  now  consid- 
erably diminished  in  severity  by  the  effect  of  our  own,  was  sure  to  incur  an  addi- 
tional loss.  A  renewal  of  the  assault  in  the  present  exhausted  condition  of  the 
troops  was  exceedingly  hazardous.  Under  the  circumstances,  after  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  ground  and  the  enemy's  works,  I  reported  to  Major  General 
Thomas,  and  recommended  that  the  position  be  held  and  the  troops  intrenched 
where  they  were.  This  he  ordered  to  be  done,  and  intrenching  implements 
were  immediately  furnished  the  troops,  and  both  brigades  threw  up  works  a  few 
yards  from,  and  nearly  parallel  to,  those  of  the  enemy.  This  was  done  under 
fire  so  severe  that  at  times  it  might  almost  be  termed  a  general  engagement. 
Works  thrown  up  under  sach  circumstances  were  of  necessity  of  rude  charac- 
ter, but  sufficed  to  protect  the  men  until  night,  during  which  the  whole  com- 
mand intrenched  itself  in  excellent  works. 

During  the  succeeding  six  days  the  position  was  held,  the  troops  sleeping  on 
their  aims  at  night.  Details  were  kept  engaged  in  throwing  up  new  works  wherever 
an'  advanced  line  could  be  established,  until  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July, 
when  it  w^  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  the  position.  The 
assault  failed  in  its  immediate  objects,  but  the  courage  and  discipline  exhibited 
by  the  troops  in  the  attack,  the  determined  manner  in  which  they  clung  to  the  works 
afterwards,  and  the  noble  physical  endurance  displayed  by  them  during  the  six 
days  and  nights  have  never  been  exceeded  in  modern  soldiery.  Colonel  Dan- 
iel McCook,  long  the  admired  and  gallant  commander  of  his  brigade,  fell  with  a 
severe  wound,  of  which  he  subsequently  died  at  his  home  in  Ohio.  Colonel 
Harmon,  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois,  succeeded  him  in  com- 
mand, but  fell  immediately  afterwards.  He  was  a  brave  and  skillful  officer. 
The  loss  of  these  two  noble  leaders  was  at  the  time  a  great  misfortune  to  the 
troops;  and  will  ever  be  to  the  army  and  country  a  great  loss.  In  the  list  of 
killed  are  the  names  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  McShane,  ninety-eighth  Ohio 
infantry;  Major  John  Yager,  one  hundred  and  twenty-first  Ohio  infantry; 
Captain  M.  B.  Clason,  one  hundred  and  twenty-first  Ohio  infantry ;  Captain 
W.  W.  Fellows,  fifty-second  Ohio  infantry,  acting  brigade  inspector ;  Captain 
Charles  H.  Chatfield,  eighty-fifth  Illinois  inlantry;  Captain  Patrick,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty- first  Ohio  infantry,  and  Captain  Bowersock,  one  hundred  and 
thirteenth  Ohio  infantry,  whom  I  think  it  my  duty  to  mention  in  this  report 
In  the  list  of  wounded  are  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  B.  Warner,  one  hundred  and 
thirteenth  Ohio  infantry;  Captain  Henry  0.  Mansfield,  fifty  second  Ohio 
infantry ;  Captain  Durant,  one  hundred  and  thirteenth  Ohio  infantry ;  Adju- 
tant C.  Andrews,  eighty-fifth  Illinois  volunteer  infantry;  Lieutenant  Samuel 
T.  Rodgers,  eighty-sixth  Illinois  infantry;  Captain  Van  Antwerp,  eighty- 
sixth  Illinois  infantry ;  Captain  Howden,  seventy- eighth  Illinois  infantry  ; 
Lieutenants  Lippencott,  Bently,  Baxter,  Watson,  and  Dungan,  of  the  one 
hundred  and  thirteenth  Ohio  infantry ;  and  Lieutenants  Thomas  and  Lindsey, 
of  ninety-eight  Ohio  infantry.  These  gallant  officers  fell  in  leading  their  men 
to  the  enemy's  works ;  some  of  them  at  the  ditches. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July  the  division  moved  in  pursuit  of  the  erke^^i:^  ^ 
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again  in  retreat.     Passing  through  Marietta,  and  following  the  20th  corps,  went 
into  bivouack  at  Nickajack  creek,  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  works  at  that  place. 

July  4. — Opened  with  both  battries.  and  pushed  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers 
across  the  creek  and  swamp.  In  the  afternoon  Morgan's  whole  brigade  wa? 
crossed,  and  skirmished  heavily  with  the  enemy  and  succeeded,  in  driving  him 
into  his  main  works.  This  brigade  bivouacked  during  the  night  close  to  the 
abbatis  of  the  enemy's  works. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  Major  Bennett,  of  the  nineteenth 
Michigan  infantry,  commanding  the  skirmish  line,  reported  through  General 
Morgan  that  the  enemy  had  retreated,  and  the  pursuit  was  resumed.  Pass- 
ing through  the  enemys  works,  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  was  press'-d 
by  the  thirty-fourth  Illinois  regiment  to  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  his  works 
on  the  Chattahoochee  river.  His  skirmishers  made  a  determined  stand,  and  the 
fourteenth  Michigan,  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois,  and  the  ninety- 
eighth  Ohio  regiments  were  depL)yed,  and  after  a  severe  skirmish  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  rifle-pits  into  his  main  works,  from  which  after  occasional  skirmishing, 
and  considerable  artillery  fighting,  he  withdrew  on  the  9th  of  July.  The  enemy's 
works  thus  vacated,  were  immediately  occupied  by  a  brigade  and  battery  of  my 
troops,  until  the  general  crossing  of  the  river  and  advance  upon  Atlanta  was 
resumed.  The  short  respite  of  a  few  days  here  given  to  the  troops  was  well 
spent  in  a  general  burnishing  up  of  guns  and  accoutrements,  and  outfitting 
the  men  with  clothing.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  Morgan's  and  Mitcbell's 
brigades  and  the  batteries  moved  to  the  river  at  Pace's  ferry  at  daylight.  After 
some  delay  on  account  of  the  pontoons  not  being  laid,  the  coram  md  comnaenc^J 
to  cross,  and  Morgan,  being  in  advance,  found  the  enemy  about  one  mile  fiv)m 
the  river,  and  after  a  sharp  skirmish  fight,  in  which  a  part  of  General  John:»on'5 
skirmishers  took  part,  with  his  cavalry  dismounted,  drove  them  to  and  across 
Nancy's  creek.     The  troops  here  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ISth  Del  worth's  brigade  joined  the  division,  moving 
from  its  previous  camp  before  daylight,  and  took  the  advance  of  the  column. 
Little  resistance  was  oflfered  by  the  enemy  to  our  advance  during  the  day.  au*l 
before  night  I  was  able  to  report  my  troops  in  camp  on  Peach  Tree  creek,  a 
short  distance  below  Howell's  mill,  picketing  the  bank  from  my  front  to  its  month. 
On  the  19th,  in  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  from  Major  General  Thoma?. 
I  ordered  Del  worth  to  move  his  brigade  to  the  mouth  of  Green  Bone  creek,  in 
search  of  a  crossing  said  to  exist  there.     A  point  over  which  troops  could  be  pjii»?ed 
was  found ;  it  was  also  found  strongly  picketed  by  the  enemy.     Delworth  was 
ordered  to  drive  these  away,  and  to  effect  a  lodgement  of  his  troops  on  the  oppo?iw 
bank  if  possible.     This,  afcera  severe  skirmish,  wiis  accomplished  in  the  afternoon. 
The  remainder  of  bib  brigade  was  ordered  across,  but  had  hardly  formed  on  the 
opposite  bank  when  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  sallied  out  from  their  works  to  the 
support  of  their  skirmishers,  then  driven  back.    Delworth  immediately  pushed  his 
lines  forward  in  order  to  meet  his  foe  on  an  advantageous  ridge  which  lay  in  his 
front.     The  two  forces  here  met  in  about  equal  numbers,  and  at  once  brought 
on  an  engagement.     The  fighting  was  very  sharp  on  both  sides,  but  soon  resulted 
in  a  signal  repulse  of  the  enemy.     The  loss  was  heavy  on  both  sides,  considering 
the  numbers  engaged  and  the  short  time  the  fight  lasted.     This  day's  work  was 
exceedingly  creditable  to  both    Colonel  Delworth  and  command.     Mitcheirs 
brigade  wtis  ordered  to  the  support  of  Delworth.     It  moved  with  great  promptness, 
and  succeeded  in  crossing  in  time  to  assist  in  the  closing  of  this  gallant  little  fight, 
and  repulse  of  the  enemy.     Baird's  division  crossed  and  took  position  on  my  left 
during  the  night.     Morgan's  brigade,  with  Banning's  regiment,  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty -first  Ohio,  of  Mitchell's  brigade,  and  the  batteries,  were  held  as  reserved 
forces  on  the  north  bank  of  the  creek.     Heavy  details  were  required  from  tbe« 
to  picket  the  creek  to  its  mouth,  and  some  severe  fighting  was  done  at  different 
points  when  attempts  were  made  by  us  to  cross  the  stream. 
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On  the  20th  I  changed  the  position  of  my  batteries.  Gardner  crossed  the  creek 
and  was  placed  in  the  main  line  of  Del  worth's  works,  and  after  a  few  rounds  of 
excellent  firing  drove  the  enemy  from  his  rifle-pits  in  front.  The  rest  of  my 
troopd  remained  in  nearly  the  same  position,  and  skirmished  sharply  all  day. 
On  the  morning  of  the  21st  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back,  and 
I  ordered  a  reconnoissance  to  be  made.  General  Baird  did  the  same  in  his  front, 
but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  he  had  only  withdrawn  his  picket  line  closer  to 
his  main  works.     The  enemy  retreated  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22a,  keeping  to  the  right  of  Baird*s  division,  I  moved 
my  whole  command  to  the  west  side  of  Marietta  road  and  took  position  on  the 
Turner's  Ferry  road,  connecting  with  General  Baird*s  right.  The  position  was  a 
strong  one,  and  being  for  some  time  the  extreme  ri;j^ht  of  the  whole  army,  I 
ordered  it  to  be  well  fortified.  My  batteries  bore  upon  the  city  from  their  works 
with  great  ease. 

My  command  remained  in  this  position  without  change  until  the  28th,  when 
I  received  orders  to  make  a  movement  in  the  direction  of  Turner's  ferry  and 
East  Point,  and  from  thence  towards  Howard's  right.  At  this  time  my  health, 
which  had  not  been  good  for  some  days,  required  me  to  turn  over  the  active  and 
immediate  command  of  the  troops  to  General  Morgan.  The  movement  waa 
promptly  commenced  by  General  ^[organ,  but  before  being  completed  the  enemy 
attacked  General  Howard's  command  on  the  right,  in  heavy  force,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  instructions  from  Major  General  Sherman,  I  sent  a  staflf  officer  to  order 
Morgan  to  Howard's  support.  Morgan,  who,  when  the  messenger  reached  him, 
was  several  miles  off,  turned  his  column  at  once  in  the  direction  of  the  fighting. 
Every  effort  was  made  by  General  Morgan  to  reach  the  position,  but  he  was 
unable  to  do  so  until  the  enemy  had  been  repulsed.  The  troops  went  into  bivouac 
long  after  night,  much  fatigued  from  the  long  march  and  excessive  heat. 

()n  the  -9th  the  division  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
ness*ee  and  intrenched  itself,  where  it  remained,  with  little  change,  until  the  4th, 
when  in  accordance  with  orders  it  moved  across  Utoy  creek,  and  took  position 
on  the  right  and  rear  of  Baird's  division.  This  was  accomplished  after  some 
heavy  skirmishing,  in  which  the  enemy's  artillery  took  part. 

On  the  5th  the  division  took  ground  to  the  right  and  front,  the  left  brigade 
connecting  with  Baird's  right  flank,  where  it  remained  much  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  shell  until  the  7th,  when,  in  compliance  with  instructions,  it  moved  for- 
ward, wheeling  on  the  left,  formed  a  new  line  close  to  the  enemy's  works.  In 
the  execution  of  this  movement  there  was  some  fighting  and  a  number  of  prisoners 
were  taken. 

On  the  8th  four  regiments  from  the  first  and  second  brigades  were  sent  to  the 
right  of  the  23d  corps,  which  was  making  some  demonstrations  against  the  enemy, 
and  acted  as  a  reserve  to  that  command  during  the  day.  At  night  they  returned 
to  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  corps  head- 
quarters, I  ordered  General  Morgan  to  make,  with  his  own  and  Del  worth's  brigade, 
a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of  Red  Oak,  and,  if  possible,  to  reach  the  rail- 
road at  that  point.  Two  brigades  of  Baird's  division,  and  one  from  Carlin's, 
reported  to  me  on  the  (^^ampbclltown  road,  to  be  used  if  necessary  in  support  of 
this  movement.  General  Morgan  pushed  the  reconnoissance  with  vigor,  and 
reached  the  railroad  as  desired.  After  destroying  a  small  portion  of  the  track, 
and  reporting  to  me  his  success,  I  ordered  the  troops  to  return  to  their  respective 
campr*.  During  the  21st  and  22d  the  location  of  the  troops  remained  without 
chaiig(i. 

On  the  22d  I  turned  over  the  command  of  the  division  to  Brigadier  General 
Morgan,  and  in  compliance  with  Special  Order  241,  War  Department,  dated 
August  9,  18G4,  assumed  command  of  the  14th  army  corps,  relieving  BrK^N^vet 
General  R.  W  Johnson.     This  ends  my  connexion  with  the  division  «*.^  \v.^\ssir 
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mediate  commander,  but  before  closing  this  report  and  taking  leave  of  the  troops 
with  whom  I  have  so  long  been  associated  amid  scenes  of  active  operationfl 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  war,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  greatest  pleasure, 
to  record  a  few  words  expressive  of  my  high  appreciation  of  the  zeal,  endurance, 
and  courage  exhibited  by  them  throughout  this  long  and  bloody  campaign— a 
campaign  which  required  the  highest  skill  in  commanders  to  meet  its  varying 
exigencies,  and  demanded  from  the  ranks  sacrifices  which  none  but  the  soldiera 
of  a  brave  and  intelligent  people,  struggling  for  the  preservation  of  their  govern- 
ment, could  make.  The  list  of  casualties  will  show  how  nobly  the  troops  met  the 
stern  demands  of  the  battle-field,  but  the  patriotic  zeal  and  devotion  displayed 
by  them  in  meeting  the  no  less  stem  requirements  of  the  bivouack,  the  march, 
and  the  trenches,  their  immediate  commanders  and  companions  in  arms  can  only 
know  and  record.  These  will  long  be  remembered  by  all,  and  a  grateful  country 
will  appreciate  and  reward  such  heroism  and  devotion  in  her  cause.  Among 
those  officers  whose  rank  and  position  brought  them  more  immediately  under 
my  observation  during  the  campaign,  of  whom  I  desire  to  make  special  mention, 
are  Brigadier  General  James  D.  Morgan,  commanding  first  brigade  and  next 
to  me  in  rank  in  the  division.  To  him  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  his 
active  and  efficient  co-operation  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances.  He 
has,  in  my  judgment,  earned  promotion,  and  I  earnestly  recommend  him  to  the 
consideration  of  the  government  for  it.  Colonel  John  G.  Mitchell,  commanding 
the  second  brigade  of  the  division,  has  been  recommended  by  me  for  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  in  special  recommendation  for  faithful  service« 
as  brigade  commander,  and  distinguished  conduct  throughout  the  campaign. 
Colonel  C.  J.  Del  worth,  of  the  eighty-sixth  Illinois  regiment,  has  commanded 
the  third  brigade  since  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  works  on  the  27th  of  June. 
His  efficiency  as  a  commander  and  personal  gallantry  on  that,  as  well  as  other 
and  more  recent  occiisions,  have  made  it  my  duty  to  recommend  him  for  promotion. 

The  following  regimental  commanders  are  recommended  for  the  appointment 
of  brevet  brigadier  generals  for  their  abilities  as  commanders  and  distinguished 
conduct  throughout  the  compaign:  Colonel  H.  B.  Banning,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-first  Ohio  regiment,  and  Colonel  W.  B.  Anderson,  sixtieth  Illinois 
regiment.  There  are  a  number  of  other  regimental  commanders,  whose  rank  ia 
less  than  that  of  colonel,  who  have  richly  earned  another  grade.  I  hope  their 
regiments  will  soon  be  filled  by  the  necessary  recruits,  and  they  commissioned 
accordingly  by  the  governors  of  their  respective  States.  Where  so  many  subor- 
dinate officers  have  distinguished  themselves,  it  is  impossible  to  discriminate. 
The  artillery  attached  to  this  division  consisted  of  battery  I,  second  Illinois 
artillery,  and  the  fifth  Wisconsin  battery.  The  efficiency,  discipline,  and  good 
conduct  on  the  march  and  in  battle  of  both  officers  and  men  was  in  the  highest 
degree  commendable. 

Captain  Charles  M.  Barnett,  chief  of  artillery,  proved  himself  a  skilful  and 
energetic  officer  by  his  excellent  management  of  his  batteries  throughout  the 
campaign.  Captain  Gardner  and  Lieutenant  Coe,  battery  commanders,  performed 
thfir  duties  ably  and  efficiently;  their  batteries  are  among  the  best  in  the  service. 

To  my  stafl",  consisting  of  Captairf  T.  W.  Morrison,  assistant  adjutant  general; 
Major  John  H.  Phillips,  medical  director;  Thomas  H.  Daily,  captain  and  aide- 
de-camp  ;  Lieutenant  Thomas  J.  Carney,  aide-de-camp ;  Captain  James  L.  Orr, 
commissary  of  subsistence;  Captain  J.  E.  Remington,  assistant  quartermaster; 
Captain  Leon i das  A,  Cole,  commissary  of  musters;  Captain  Charles  M.  Barnett, 
chief  of  artillery;  Captain  Hamilton  W.  Hall,  inspector;  Captain  John  F. 
Squier, provost  marshal;  Lieutenant  John  Paul  Kimtze,  topographical  engineer; 
Lieutenant  George  Scroggs,  ordnance  officer,  I  am  again  under  obligations  for 
zealous  assistance  throughout  the  campaign.  Their  duties  were  oft^n  ex* 
ceedingly  arduous,  and  were  always  performed  by  them  with  skill  and  alacrityt 
whether  on  the  field  of  battle  or  elsewhere. 
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No  list  of  casualties  accompanies  this  report.     This  will  he  found  in  General 
Morg&u's  report,  which  closes  with  the  termination  of  the  campaign. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedieut  servant, 

JEFF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Major  General,  Commanding. 
Captain  A.  C.  McCluro, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  lith  Army  Corps, 


Headquarters  Third  Division  14th  Army  Corps, 

Joneshoro\  Ga.,  September  7,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  per- 
formed by  this  division  in  the  campaign  which  begun  with  the  movement  of  the 
army  from  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  in  May  last,  and  terminated  with  the  cap- 
tare  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  on  the  first  instant : 

On  the  22d  of  February  this  division  marched  from  Chattanooga,  together 
with  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps,  to  Tunnel  Hill  and  Buzzard  Roost 
gap,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoissancc  of  the  enemy's  position  in  front 
of  Dalton,  and  having  ascertained,  by  feeling  him  closely  for  two  days,  that  his 
army  was  still  there  in  force,  strongly  posted  and  fortified,  we  withdrew  upon 
the  night  of  the  26th  to  Ringgold,  where  this  division  took  post,  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  being  removed  to  other  points.  From  February  until  May  the 
division  continued  to  occupy  that  place  as  the  extreme  advance  post  of  the  army. 
Our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy  were  always  in  close  proximity,  and  affairs 
of  minor  importance  between  them  were  of  constant  occurrence.  On  two  oc- 
casions reconnoitring  parties  of  large  force  were  sent  as  far  as  Tunnel  Hill, 
both  of  which  were  highly  successful,  and  chiefly  useful  in  inspiring  our  cavalry 
with  greater  confidence  in  their  superiority  over  that  of  the  enemy.  In  each  ot 
these  expeditions  Brigadier  General  Kilpatrick,  whose  division  of  cavalry  was 
placed  under  my  charge,  commanded  the  cavalry,  and  Colonel  F.  Vone  Dwire, 
of  the  thirty-fifth  Ohio,  one  infantry  brigade.  Both  of  these  officers  displayed 
on  these  occasions  the  high  soldierly  qualities  for  which  they  are  known,  energy 
and  boldness,  guided  by  the  coolest  judgment. 

During  the  interval  from  the  1st  to  the  6th  of  May,  the  divisions  and  corps 
of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  were  concentrated  about  Ringgold — the  army  of 
the  Ohio  taking  a  position  on  our  left,  and  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  a  line  of 
march  passing  to  our  right.     My  division  was  at  that  time  constituted  as  follows : 

First  brigade — Brigadier  General  J,  B.  Turchin  commanding. 


11th  Obio  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  Ogden  Street 

17th  Ohio  volunteers,  Colonel  Durbin  Ward 

31  st  Ohio  volunteers,  Colonel  M.  B.  Walker 

89th  Ohio  volunteers,  Major  J.  H.  Jolly 

92(1  Ohio  volunteers,  Colonel  B.  D.  Fearing 

82d  Indiana  volunteers,  Colomjl  M.  C.  Hunter 

19th  Illinois  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  A.  W.  Kappiu 
24th  Illinois  volunteers.  Captain  A.  MaufT 

Total  effective  force 
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211 
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Second  brigade — Coh  F.  Van  Derveer,  thirty Ji/lh  Ohto  infantry,  commanding. 
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2d  Minnesota  volunteers,  Colonel  J.  George 

35th  Ohio  voluntetTs,  Major  J.  L.  Budd 

9th  Ohio  volunteers,  Colonel  G.  Kemmerling 

87th  Indiana  volunteers,  Colonel  H.  Gleason 

105th  Ohio  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  G.  T.  Perkins  .. 
10 1  St  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  Thomas  Doau 
75th  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  W.  O'Brien  -.. 

Total  effective  force 


402 

41'0 
'333 
3^ 
37S 
421 
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Third  brigade — Colonel  G.  P.  Este,  fourteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  commanding. 
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10th  Kentucky  volunteers,  Colonel  W.  H.  Hayes 

10th  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  W.  B.  Taylor  — 

14th  Ohio  volunteers,  Major  J.  W.  Wilson 

18th  Kentucky  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  H.  K.  Milwood 

38th  Ohio  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  W.  A.  Choate 

74th  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  M.  Baker 

Total  effective  force 

Total  infantry  of  division 


23 
32 
36 

28 
25 
15 


343 
653 
498 
454 
651 
380 


143 


406 


8,054 
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Artillery, 
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7th  Indiana  battery,  First  Lieut.  Os.  C.  Morean 

19th  Indiana  battery,  First  Lieut.  W.  P.  Stackhouse 

4 

3 

157 
144 

161 
147 

100 
118 

6 
6 

Total : 

7 

301 

308 

218 

12 

NARRATIVE. 

May  7. — Leaving  Colonel  Este's  brigade  (the  third)  in  ganisoii  at  Ring- 
gold, the  remainder  of  the  division  marched,  on  the  morning  of  the  7thr  to 
Tminel  Hill.  The  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps,  being  in  adTance»  liad 
already  brushed  awaj,  with  their  advanced  guards,  the  pickato  6f  the  enoogr  At 
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tliat  place,  and  had  gone  into  position  when  we  arrived.  This  division  went 
into  line  on  the  right,  a  little  to  the  south  of  the  village,  where  it  remained 
daring  the  nfght. 

May  8. — On  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  division  moved  south  three  miles 
upon  the  Yillauow  road,  so  as  to  form  a  connexion  with  the  corps  of  ^lajor  Gene- 
ral Hooker,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  cover  the  right  flank  of  Brigadier  General 
Johnson,  who  was  swingin^'forward  into  the  south  end  of  Tunnel  Hill  ridge. 
In  the  afternoon  we  crossed  that  ridge  and  moved  up  in  support  of  Brigadier 
Generals  Johnson  and  Davis,  then  in  front  of  Buzzard's  Roost  gap. 

May  9,  10,  and  11. — During:  these  days  we  remained  in  our  position  in  re- 
serve, no  active  operations  being  carried  on  in  our  front. 

May  12. — My  division,  in  advance  of  the  corps,  marched,  at  daybreak,  towards 
the  right,  to  the  support  of  Major  General  McPherson,  who  had  passed  bis  army 
through  Snake  Greek  gap,  and  had  taken  his  position  in  Sugar  valley,  threat- 
ening Resaca.  Being  detained  by  the  20th  corps  in  advance  of  me,  I  did  not 
^t  into  position  until  after  dark.  The  other  divisions  of  the  14th  corps  were 
behind  me,  and  they  were  followed  by  the  23d  corps. 

May  13  — Moved  forward  at  noon,  along  with  the  remainder  of  the  army,  and 
about  dark  got  into  position  on  the  left  of  Brigadier  General  Johnson's  division, 
upon  a  series  of  steep  and  difficult  hills,  covei^d  with  a  dense  wood  and  under- 
growth. Major  General  Schofield  was  somewhere  on  my  left  and  rear,  but  not 
connecting.  Brigadier  General  Johnson's  skirmishers  became  engaged  with 
those  of  the  enemy,  but  mine  did  not  come  in  contact  with  them. 

Resaca,  May  14. — Having  received  orders  during  the  night  from  the  major 
general  commanding  the  corps  to  swing  forward  my  entire  line  along  with  that 
of  Brigadier  General  Johhsou's,  his  right  having  been  taken  as  the  pivot,  and 
to  push  on  until  the  enemy  was  encountered,  I  put  my  troops  in  motion  at 
daybreak.  Colonel  Van  Derveer  was  on  my  right,  formed  in  two  lines,  and 
Brigadier  General  Turchin,  on  the  left,  formed  in  the  same  manner.  My  rigHt 
had  moved  some  three  fourths  of  a  mile,  and  the  direction  of  our  line  was  about 
due  north  and  south,  facing  east,  when  I  received  another  order  from  the  same 
source  informing  me  that  Major  General  Schofield,  whose  corps  was  then  in  line 
a  half  mile  to  my  rear,  with  his  right  overlapping  nearly  the  whole  of  my  left 
brigade,  was  about  to  advance  and  charge  the  enemy's  works,  and  directing  me 
to  move  forward  with  him  and  assault  at  the  same  time.  I  had  not  previously 
known  that  the  enemy  had  works  in  our  vicinity,  nor  was  I  then  informed  as  to 
their  position,  their  character,  or  manner  in  which  the  attack  was  to  be  made. 
There  was,  of  course,  no  time  for  a  reconnoissance  by  me,  without  neglecting  to 
advance  along  with  General  Schofield  as  ordered.  I  had  barely  time  to  give 
the  proper  instructions  to  Brigrdier  General  Turchin,  on  my  left,  and  was  com- 
municating the  same  to  the  right  brigade,  when  the  troops  of  Brigadier  General 
Judah,  on  General  Schofield's  right,  came  up  with  my  left.  His  front  line 
passed  through  my  rear  line  before  mine  began  to  advance,  and,  thus  interlaced, 
both  went  forward  together.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  the  rebel 
line  of  works  ran  along  the  western  slope  of  a  ridge  which  extended  from  near 
Kesaca  northward,  on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad.  A  narrow  valley,  intersected 
along  its  length  by  a  boggy  creek,  sepai*ated  this  from  another  ridge  which  lay 
parallel  with  and  in  front  of  our  line.  This  our  troops  had  to  pass.  It  was 
covered  for  a  space  of  near  half  a  mile  by  so  dense  a  growth  of  wood  that  an 
individual  alone  could  make  his  way  through  it  only  with  difficulty.  It  was 
utterly  impossible,  in  this  thicket,  for  a  regimental,  much  less  a  brigade  comman- 
der, to  see  and  control  the  two  extremities  of  his  command,  yet  our  lines  of  bat- 
tle worked  through  it,  and  reached  the  crest  overlooking  the  valley,  in  as  much 
order  as  could  have  been  expected.  From  this  position  the  rebel  works  could 
be  distinctly  seen,  and  could  our  men  have  been  allowed  to  halt  here  Vi  x^&^fcov 
and  readjust  their  lines  whilst  an  examination  of  the  position  coaV^  N^fc  ^s^^^-* 
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better  results  might  have  ensned.  Tt  would  appear  Major  General  Schofield'a 
left,  in  open  ground,  did  not  encounter  the  same  difficulties  as  his  right,  aod 
pressing  forward,  the  impulsion  was  communicated  along  his  line  to  the  right, 
and  carried  my  left  brigade  with  it.  It  was  the  affair  of  a  moment,  and  before 
I  could  leaiti,  at  three  hundred  yards  distance  upon  the  right,  of  the  condition 
of  affairs,  it  was  too  late  to  stop  the  movement.  Descending  about  one  hnn- 
dred  feet  the  almost  vertical  slope  of  the  ridge,  our  men  emerged  into  tiie 
open  valley,  and  into  direct  view,  at  short  range,  of  rebel  works,  and  immedi- 
ately received  a  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry.  The  tried  veterans  of  thia 
division,  who  have  never  failed  to  accomplish  anything  that  was  possible,  did 
not  falter,  but  pushed  forward  until  they  reached  the  creek.  Few  got  beyond 
this.  Many  stuck  under  the  miry  banks  of  the  stream,  and  the  few  isolated 
groups  that  got  beyond,  not  being  in  sufficient  force  to  sustain  themselves,  were 
soon  driven  back.  It  was  at  once  apparent  that  this  effort  had  failed,  and  w«8 
at  an  end,  and  most  of  the  men  were  withdrawn  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge  to 
be  reformed.  A  few,  unable  on  the  account  of  the  sharp  fire  of  the  rebel  works 
to  leave  the  banks  of  the  creek,  remained  there  until  dark,  doing  valuable  dnty 
as  sharpshooters.  The  movement  of  the  first  brigade  along  with  Major  Greneral 
Schofield's  troops  had  been  so  sudden,  and  the  distance  to  go  being  less,  the  2d 
brigade  did  not  reach  the  crest  of  the  hill  until  after  the  failure  of  General  Scho- 
field's  right  and  my  left  had  become  known,  and  I  did  not  have  it  advance  far- 
ther. Over  the  whole  line,  from  the/ight  of  the  20th  corps  to  the  left  of  the  23d, 
continued  to  occupy  this  ridge  during  the  afternoon,  and,  having  placed  numer- 
ous batteries  in  position,  shelled  the  rebel  works  with  fine  effect.  The  lose 
which  my  command  sustained  in  the  operations  of  this  day  were  as  follows: 


Casualties 

of  May 

14, 

1864. 

S 

1 
1 

Commissioned  officers 

2 

7 

14 

Eiilisted  lueu 

112 

Total 

' 

12S 

During  the  day  the  3d  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  18th  Kentneky  vol- 
unteer infantry,  which  remained  to  garrison  Kiuggold,  came  up  and  wa*  placed 
in  reserve  behind  the  other  brigades. 

May  15. — On  the  morning  of  the  15th  my  division  was  withdrawn  from  the 
line  and  sent  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  corps  to  aid  in  filling  a  gap  caused  by 
Major  General  Hooker  being  taken  out  to  operate  on  the  left  of  Major  General 
Schofield.  I  there  connected  on  myjight  with  the  left  of  the  15th  corps,  of  the 
army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  poeition  was  an  important  one,  and  my  men 
worked  industriously  during  the  day  and  the  following  night  in  advancing  and 
strengthening  our  works  so  as  to  give  more  perfect  command  of  those  of  the 
enemy  in  our  front.  Our  skirmishers  were  during  this  time  hotly  engaged  with 
thof  e  of  the  rebels. 

May  16. — During  the  night  the  skirmishers  in  front  of  my  3d  brigade  dis- 
covered signs  of  a  movement  of  the  enemy,  and  pressing  forward  shortly  before 
daybreak  entered  his  lines  and  found  them  evacuated.  Together  with  a  party 
from  the  1st  division  of  the  corps,  which  advanced  about  the  same  time,  they 
pushed  on  to  Resaca,  and  were  the  first  to  enter  that  place,  and  the  first  to  dis- 
cover the  entire  withdrawal  of  the  rebel  forces  to  the  south  side  of  the 
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Lieatenant  Colonel  Whorton,  of  the  10th  regiment  Kentucky  volanteers,  in 
charge  of  ekirmishers  from  my  3d  brigade,  being  the  first  officer  who  entered 
Resaca.  The  division  was  marched  into  the  town  and  remained  there  until  night 
to  await  the  construction  of  a  bridge  on  which  to  cross  the  Oostenaula  in  pursuit. 
At  Resaca  the  11th  regiment  Ohio  volunteers  was  detached  from  the  1st  brigade 
and  left  in  garrison  at  that  place,  thus  reducing  the  command  to  278  men.  It 
was  soon  after  mustered  out  of  service. 

May  17. — My  wagons  having  been  crossed  over  during  the  night,  the  division 
passed  the  river  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.,  and,  following  closely  upon  the  heels  of  the  4th 
corps,  encamped  at  night  two  miles  north  of  Adairsville.  The  advance  guard 
of  Major  General  Howard  had  closed  up  with  the  enemy  and  was  skirmishing 
throughout  the  afternoon  with  his  rear. 

May  18. — The  march  was  continued  as  upon  the  day  previous,  the  enemy 
resisting  strongly  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  his  trains.  Passing  through  Adairs- 
ville  my  division  encamped  for  the  night  four  miles  north  of  Kingston. 

Mav  19. — Marching  through  Kingston  I  was  there  informed  by  Major  Gene- 
ral Palmer  that  the  enemy  was  exhibiting  himself  in  a  threatening  attitude  in 
our  front,  and  I  was  ordered  to  post  my  division  on  a  range  of  hills  south  of  the 
town.  This  order  was  duly  executed ;  but  later,  during  the  afternoon,  other 
orders  were  received,  directing  me  to  move  out  to  the  east  of  the  town  and  go  into 
line  on  the  right  of  the  4th  corps.  When  I  got  to  the  position  designated  that 
eorps  was  already  four  miles  out  from  the  town.  My  line  when  formed  con- 
nected with  the  right  of  Brigadier  General  Wood,  resting  on  the  railroad.  Du- 
ring the  afternoon,  previous  to  my  arrival,  I  was  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
displayed  quite  a  formidable  line  of  battle,  but  before  my  division  reached  the 
ground  it  had  been  retired  from  view. 

May  20. — On  this  morning  the  rebel  force  was  found  to  have  again  fallen 
back,  having  succeeded  in  passing  his  trains  over  the  Etowah  river  at  or  near 
the  railroad  bridge,  which  was  afterwards  destroyed.  Throughout  this  and  the 
two  following  days  our  troops  remained  in  position,  fitting  themselves  with 
supplies,  so  as  to  be  able  to  quit  the  railroad  and  move  upon  the  enemy's  flank. 

On  the  22d  the  ninth  Ohio  regiment  of  the  second  brigade,  whose  term  of 
service  had  expired,  went  north  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out.  At  the 
same  time  the  twenty-fourth  regiment  Illinois  volunteers  from  the  first  brigade, 
and  the  tenth  Indiana  volunteers  from  the  third  brigade,  were  detached  and  left 
in  garrison  at  Kingston.  The  twenty-fourth  Illinois  never  after  joined  the  com- 
mand, as  its  term  of  service  soon  expired. 

May  23. — My  division  again  marched,  and,  crossing  the  Etowah  at  Island 
ford,  encamped  on  Euharley  creek.  From  this  time  until  the  end  of  the  month 
we  remained  in  rear,  guarding  or  escorting  trains  generally,  not  far  from  Burnt 
Hickory. 

June  1. — Leaving  the  first  brigade  in  charge  of  the  trains  at  Burnt  Hickory, 
I  marched  to  the  front  wlith  the  other  two,  and  joined  the  main  army,  then  going 
into  position  on  the  line  running  northerly  from  Dallas  toward  Ackworth,  east 
of  Pumpkinvine  creek. 

JuTie  2. — Having  relieved  a  portion  of  the  first  division,  14th  corps,  and 
extending  the  line  to  the  left,  I  at  once  advanced  my  front  to  a  more  command- 
ing position  and  intrenched.  We  were  then  in  close  proximity  to  the  strongly 
constructed  works  of  the  enemy,  my  right  connecting  with  the  first  division, 
14th  corps,  and  Major  General  Schofield  operating  a  little  distance  on  my  left. 
During  the  3d  and  4th  my  men  worked  constantly,  both  night  and  day,  advanc- 
ing our  lines,  by  pushing  our  skirmishers  to  the  front  and  then  intrenching  the 
troops  upon  the  ground  which  they  had  gained.  I  thus,  with  trifling  loss,  drove 
the  rebel  skirmishers  into  their  main  works  and  put  up  batteries  within  short 
range  of  them. 

June  5. — At  daybreak  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  with.^ix^^^^^^s^^'t 
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the  cover  of  night,  abandoning  a  line  of  elaborately  constrncted  field-works  of 
great  strength  j  we  received  no  orders  to  pursue,  but  remained  all  day  in  our 
position. 

June  6. — We  again  marched  to  the  front  upon  the  Burnt  Hickory  and  Big 
Shanty  road,  and  at  night  I  got  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  20th  corps,  near 
Denham's  house,  continuing  at  this  point  until  the  morning  of  the  10th ;  the  first 
brigade,  relieved  from  duty  with  the  trains,  came  up  and  joined  the  division. 
It  had  lost  while  away  two  regiments,  the  eleventh  Ohio  and  the  twenty-fourth 
Illinois,  by  expiration  of  service.  The  tenth  Indiana,  or  the  third  brigade,  came 
up  to  us  about  the  same  time. 

June  10. — This  division  marched  at  6  o'clock  a.  m.  in  front  of  the  corps. 
The  army  of  the  Tennessee  on  our  left  moving  along  the  railroad,  we  took 
such  roads  as  we  could  parallel  to  it ;  and  after  crossing  Proctor's  creek  at  the 
old  mill,  our  advance  guard  of  the  third  brigade  soon  struck  the  rebel  skir- 
mishers. These  were  readily  driven  back,  and  my  lines  formed  upon  an  eminence 
in  front  of  Pine  mountain,  in  full  view  of  the  rebels*  works  upon  it,  and  within 
range  of  their  batteries.  Our  artillery  was  at  once  put  in  position  and  kept  up 
an  effective  cannonade  during  the  afternoon,  while  the  4th  corps  was  coming 
into  position  on  our  right.  The  object  in  view  at  this  point  was  to  oKtain  control 
of  the  Burnt  Hickory  and  Marietta  road.  Pine  mountain  lying  on  this  road, 
commanded  it. 

June  11. — Early  in  the  day  the  rebel  skirmishers  were  driven  back  nearer  to  the 
base  of  the  mountain,  and  my  lines  were  advanced,  but  in  the  afternoon  our  whole 
corps  was  moved  about  a  mile  to  the  left,  so  as  to  make  room  for  the  4th  corps 
to  deploy.  In  my  next  position  I  was  on  the  right  of  my  corps,  connecting 
with  the  4th  corps,  our  first  division  on  my  left.  My  line  faced  toward  the 
south  and  was  located  about  a  mile  north  of  the  Marietta  and  Big  Shanty  road, 
fronting  the  northeast  end  of  the  Pine  mountain. 

June  12  and  13. — No  movement  took  place  upon  our  portion  of  the  line. 

June  14. — Our  whole  line  advanced,  and  my  left  reached  the  Big  road,  where 
it  intrenched  ;  directly  in  front,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  the  strongly  built 
lines  of  the  enemy,  stretching  from  the  base  of  Pine  mountain  to  the  east,  were 
discovered  at  a  few  hundred  yards  distance.  My  right,  nearer  to  the  mountain, 
was  more  strongly  resisted,  and,  although  skirmishing  hotly  through  the  daj, 
with  heavy  loss,  did  not  until  dark  succeed  in  dislodging  the  rebels  from  their 
rifle-pits,  or  in  gaining  the  road. 

June  15. — The  enemy  having  discovered  that  our  lines  were  rapidly  envelop- 
ing his  advanced  position  of  Pine  mountain,  abancjoned  it  in  the  night,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  15th  we  took  possession  of  that  portion  of  his  works.  He 
had  only,  however,  fallen  back  a  short  distance  to  a  line  of  works  already  con- 
structed ;  but  it  enabled  the  4th  corps,  and  the  two  right  divisions  of  our  corps, 
to  swing  forward  a  considerable  distance.  My  own  division  moved  about  one 
and  a  half  mile  to  the  vicinity  of  Smith's  house,  where  it  again  came  upon  the 
pickets  in  front  of  the  rebel  works,  and  was  ordered  to  intrench  and  put  up  bat- 
teries. I  was  connecting  with  the  troops  of  Major  General  Howard  on  my 
right,  and  with  our  first  division  on  my  left. 

June  16  and  17. — Gradually  driving  the  enemy  from  the  woods  and  other 
strong  positions  held  by  his  advanced  parties,  I  steadily  pushed  forward  my 
lines,  and  at  length  established  my  artillery  in  positions  highly  advantageous 
and  commanding.  During  this  time  the  practice  of  our  gunners  bad  been  skilful 
and  effective.  We  were  again  close  up  to  the  rebel  fortifications,  and  they  were 
of  great  strength,  constructed  with  extreme  care,  and  every  whc^  ftilly  garnished 
with  artillery.  There  were  field-works  requiring  the  slow  operations  almost  of 
a  siege  to  approach  them. 

June  18. — Having  been  instructed  by  the  corps  commander  diat  Majoi 
General  Howard  with  the  4th  corps  intended  to  swiiig  forward  towardfl  the  left 
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80  as  to  sweep  along  the  enemy's  line,  I  was  at  tbe  same  time  ordered  to  conform 
to  this  movement  and  advance  with  those  troops.  My  line  of  march  was  through 
a  very  difficult  wood  and  morass,  nearly  a  mile  in  width,  impAsable  for  artillery ; 
it  was  therefore  sent  around  to  the  lefl^  while  the  troops  worked  their  way 
through  the  woods.  Passing  through  this  we  came  into  open  ground,  imme- 
diately in  front  of  works  of  the  enemy.  The  4th  corps  at  the  same  time  came 
up  on  my  right,  and  a  sharp  encounter  ensued  between  our  men  and  the  rebels 
behind  their  breastworks,  but  the  unceasing  and  rapid  fire  of  our  line  kept  theirs 
subdued,  and  our  loss  was  less  than  could  be  expected.  I  immediately  ordered 
my  men  to  creep  forward  as  well  as  they  could  and  construct  a  cover  for  them- 
selves on  the  crest  of  the  open  ground,  facing  directly  into  the  embrasures  of 
the  rebel  batteries.  Having  no  artillery  with  me,  Captain  Hulet  Gilgar,  of  the 
first  Ohio  artillery,  belonging  to  the  first  division,  14th  corps,  volunteered  to 
bring  up  his  guns,  and  placing  them  upon  the  line  where  my  men  were  intrench- 
ing, opened  fire  and  maintained  them  tnere  throughout  the  afternoon,  displaying 
a  splendid  courage  not  often  witnessed.  The  coolness  and  bravery  of  my  men 
exceeds  all  praise,  and  by  dark  they  had  constructed  a  line  of  rifle-pits  in  open 
ground  confronting  the  finished  works  of  the  enemy,  and  within  five  hundred 
(500)  yards  of  them.  I  had  obtained  a  magnificent  position,  and  lost  forty  (40) 
men  in  so  doing. 

June  19. — The  earliest  dawn  revealed  to  us  another  evacuation  and  falling 
b^ck  of  the  rebel  army ;  this  time  to  the  lines  of  Kenesaw  mountain.  My 
division  pursuing,  came  up  in  front  of  the  central  knob  of  the  mountain  near 
Kirk's  house,  and,  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  got  into  position  close  to  the  base  of 
the  mountain. 

June  20. — The  lines  of  the  division  were  rectified,  and  the  works  for  protection 
strengthened  and  improved.  During  the  day  we  lost  thirty  (30)  men,  killed 
and  wounded  by  shell  and  sharpshooters  firing  from  the  side  of  the  mountain. 
From  this  time  until  the  evening  of  the  26th,  our  position  was  not  materially 
changed.  Under  direct  fire  from  the  rebel  skirmishers,  no  man  could  expose  him- 
self without  being  a  mark  for  their  bullets.  They  kept  our  men  closely  con- 
fined to  their  trenches,  and  the  only  variety  they  had  was  the  constant  succession 
of  artillery  duels  between  our  batteries  and  those  on  the  mountain  top,  which 
might  be  looked  for  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night ;  at  times  these  displays 
assumed  a  degree  of  magnificence,  as  particularly  the  cannonade  from  our  bat- 
teries on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st.  My  average  daily  loss,  killed  and  wounded, 
in  camps  and  behind  the  works,  was  about  twenty  (20)  men 

June  26. — The  division  of  Brigadier  General  Davis  having  been  sent  to  the 
right  of  the  4th  corps,  to  unite  with  a  division  of  that  corps  in  au  assault  of  the 
enemy's  works,  I  was  ordered  there,  likewise,  to  support  him,  and  being  re- 
lieved after  dark  by  Brigadier  General  Osterhaus's  division,  of  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee,  I  marched  at  once,  and  by  midnight  got  into  bivouac  near  depart- 
ment headquarters. 

June  27. — At  an  early  hour  my  division  was  formed  in  rear  of  the  assaulting 
columns  of  Brigadier  General  Davis,  to  support  him  in  case  of  disaster,  and 
after  his  repulse,  went  forward  into  the  line  on  his  right,  relieving  Brigadier 
General  Geary's  division  of  the  20th  corps,  which  was  next  to  us  on  that  side. 
On  the  27th,  Colonel  F.  Van  Derveer,  commanding  my  second  brigade,  who  had 
long  been  suffering  from  disease,  was  compelled  to  go  north  for  relief,  and  turned 
over  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  Colonel  Gleasou,  of  the  eighty-seventh  In- 
diana volunteers,  who  has  since  retained  it.  In  losing  Colonel  Van  Derveer,  my 
command,  and  the  service  generally,  was  deprived  of  one  of  its  most  gallant 
and  best  officers,  and  most  accomplished  gentlemen.  Always  prompt,  judicious » 
and  brave,  he  had  distinguished  himself  on  many  fields,  and  his  promotion  had 
been  strongly  urged  upon  the  government. 

June  28. —From  this  time  until  the  3d  of  July  the  locality  o£  \isv^  ^^Sk^^^ 
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was  not  changed ;  our  works  wero  at  this  time  so  close  to  those  of  the  enemj 
that  no  man  on  eitjj^er  side  dared  show  his  head  daring  the  day,  and  the  only 
advance  we  gained  was  in  the  constant  pushing  forward  of  our  trenches  towards 
theirs,  under  the  cover  of  night. 

To  exhibit  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  division  up  to  this  pe- 
riod, and  its  subsequent  strength,  a  new  table  of  "  effective  force,"  is  here  given 
taken  from  the  report  of  July  4. 

First  brigade — Brigadier  General  J,  B,  Turchin  commanding. 


*o 

, 

a 

o 

.2  s 

a 

II 

1 

1 

o 

^ 

20 

426 

446 

20 

449 

469 

10 

189 

199 

12 

274 

286 

14 

190 

9di 

17th  Ohio,  Colonel  D.  Ward 

31 8t  Ohio,  Colonel  N.  B.  Walker... 
e9th  Ohio,  Colonel  C.  H.  Carletou 
92d  Ohio,  Colonel  B.  D.  Fearing.. 
&Zd  Indiana,  Colonel  M.  C.  Hunter 

Total  eflFectiye  force 


1,528  :      1,604 


Second  brigade — Colonel  W.  Gleason,  eighty-seventh  Indiana  volunteetgf  com- 
manding. 


6 

1 

H 

2d  Minnesota  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  J.  W.  Bishop  .......... 

19 
15 
19 
20 
15 
24 

349 
258 
290 
352 
274 
319 

368 

35th  Ohio  volunteers,  Major  J.  L.  Budd 

273 

105th  Ohio  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  G.  T.  Perkins 

3(9 

75th  Indiana  volutiteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  Wm.  O'Brien 

Z4^ 

87th  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  E.  P.  Hammond 

lUlst  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  Thomas  Doan 

2ri9 
343 

Total  eflFective  force 

112 

1,842 

1,954 

Third  brigade — Colonel  George  P,  Este,  fourteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 

commanding. 


li 

1 

3 

10th  Kentucky  volunte<»r8,  Colonel  W.  H.  Hayes 

23 
22 
15 
25 
19 

854 

351 
376 
516 
996 

277 

lUth  Indiana  volunte^Ts,  Lieut.  Colonel  W.  B.  Taylor 

373 

14th  Ohio  volunteers.  Major  John  Wilson 

391 

3?^th  Ohio  volunteers,  Lieut.  Colonel  W.  A.  Choate III! 

541 

74th  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieut  Colonel  M.  Barker 

315 

Total  effective  force 

104 

1,793 

1.897 

Total  infantry  of  division 

2» 

5,163 

5,455 
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7th  Indiana  battery,  First  Lieut.  0.  H. 
19th  Indiana  battery,  First  Lieut.  W.  P 

Morgan 

.  Stackhouse 

4 
3 

1.^3 
I'M 

137 
137 

60 
65 

4 
4 

Total  artillery 

7 

267 

274 

125 

8 

Effective  force  of  division... 

299 

5,430 

5,729 

125 

8 

Jult/  3. — ^The  enemy  having  again  abandoned  bis  works  and  fallen  back  daring 
the  night,  my  command  entered  them  befoi^  daybreak  and  were  prompt  in 
pursoit,  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  Vf  e  marched  at  an  early  nonr, 
and  passing  through  Marietta  had  advanced  about  two  miles  along  the  right  side 
of  the  railroad,  when  we  came  upon  a  new  line  of  works,  in  which  the  rebel  army 
had  taken  position.  It  was  here  that  the  last  stand  to  cover  the  passage  of  the 
trains  over  the  Chattahoochee  was  made. 

July  4  was  spent  in  reconnoitring  the  position.  Oar  troops  were  pressed 
close  €p  to  the  works,  and  a  constant  skirmish  was  kept  up  along  our  front 
daring  the  day,  but  no  general  assault  was  made.  At  this  point  my  second 
brigade  was  detached  and  sent  to  Marietta  to  constitute  the  garrison  at  that 
place. 

July  5. — ^The  enemy,  not  waiting  for  an  attack,  had  again  given  ap  his  labo- 
riously constructed  works  and  retreated  to  the  river  during  the  night.  So  soon 
as  this  was  discovered  our  troops  pursued,  my  division  taking  a  road  leading 
towards  Yining's  station,  and  lying  a  short  distance  south  of  the  railroad. 
Prisoners  were  taken  and  stragglers  picked  up  almost  from  the  outset,  and  some 
distance  before  reaching  Yining's  the  head  of  my  colunm  came  upon  a  strong 
rear- guard  of  the  enemy.  The  tenth  Indiana  volunteers,  skirmishing  in  our 
front,  pressed  this  party  handsomely  and  vigorously,  driving  it  beyond  the  road, 
and  the  conduct  of  Colonel  M.  B.  Taylor,  commanding  that  regiment  on  this  occa- 
sion, is  worthy  of  praise.  On  reaching  the  heights  overlooking  the  station,  a  rebel 
train  was  discovered  moving  south  beyond  the  river,  and  one  of  my  batteries 
hastily  brought  up  shelled  it  with  much  apparent  effect.  My  line  of  march  would, 
at  this  point,  have  led  me  to  cross  the  railroad  and  move  in  the  direction  of  Pace's 
ferry,  but  encountering  the  head  of  Brigadier  General  Wood's  division  of  the 
4th  corps,  which  came  down  the  road  and  arrived  soon  after  I  did,  his  column, 
to  avoid  confusion,  was  turned  to  the  left  towards  Pace's  ferry,  while  mine, 
turning  to  the  right,  pursued  the  railroad.  I  had  marched  about  one  and  a  half 
mile  along  this  road,  skirmishing  lightly,  but  not  strongly  resisted,  when  I  came 
upon  the  head  of  my  first  division,  14th  army  corps,  column,  which,  taking  a 
shorter  road,  was  coming  in  on  my  right,  and  reached  the  railroad  in  front  of  me. 
These  troops  immediately  abutted  upon  the  strong  works  on  the  road,  a  part  of 
the  continuous  line  constituting  the  tete-de-pont  of  the  railroad  crossing.  My 
troops  were  then  formed,  by  direction  of  the  major  general  commanding  the 
corps,  so  as  to  connect  with  the  left  of  the  first  division  and  extending  back  sdong 
the  line  of  the  railroad. 

July  6,  7,  and  8. — During  these  days,  while  other  portions  of  the  army  were 
working  themselves  into  position,  this  division  remained  stationary,  the  skirmish 
line  alone  keeping  up  a  constant  and  continuous  fire  from  their  pits. 

July  9. — ^Uaviug  received  orders  to  push  out  my  skirmishers  Bja.W^j^^'^st'^Rssi 
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enemy,  for  tlie  purpose  of  developinff  his  position,  I  caused  Colonel  Edte,  whose 
brigade  was  the  most  advanced,  to  deploy  a  heavy  line,  and  supporting  it  bj  a 
regiment,  directed  him  to  make  the  advance  required.  I  at  the  same  time  was 
in&rmed  that  the  skirmishers  of  the  first  division  on  my  right  would  advance 
with  ours,  and  I  directed  those  of  the  first  brigade,  although  more  remote  from 
the  enemy*s  works,  to  k^cp  up  their  connexion  with  Colonel  Este's  left.  BLaving 
©elected  the  tenth  Kentucky  to  support  his  advance,  Colonel  Este  began  his 
movement  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  The  more  advanced  pickets  of  the  enemy  were 
readily  driven  back,  and  our  men  gained  some  hundreds  of  yards  distance  to 
the  front.  They  came,  however,  upon  a  very  heavy  line  posted  in  strong  pita, 
and  these  supported  by  heavy  reserves.  The  troops  on  the  right  had  at  the 
same  time  gained  a  portion  of  the  rebel  works,  but  were  almost  immediately 
driven  back,  and  the  enemy  then  pushed  out  in  superior  force  upon  my  men  and 
compelled  them  to  retire  almost  to  their  original  position.  The  arrival  of  another 
regiment  again  gave  us  the  command  of  the  position,  and  the  rebels  fell  back  to 
their  pits ;  but  as  their  presence  in  considerable  force,  both  in  their  works  and 
in  front  of  their  skirmish  line,  had  been  ascertained,  a  second  advance  was  not 
ordered.  In  this  little  fight,  which  was  brief  but  severe,  we  lost  four  (4)  men 
killed  and  nineteen  (19)  wounded.  Colonel  Este,  who  commanded  the  line  in 
person,  was  sorely  bruised  by  a  bullet,  and  narrowly  escaped  losing  his  leg. 
He  displayed  the  utmost  bravery,  as  did  the  officers  and  men  generally  who  were 
engaged.  In  the  afternoon  I  advanced  my  whole  line  and  intrenched  it,  and  the 
4th  corps  connected  with  me  on  the  left. 

Jmly  10. — The  passage  of  the  river  some  miles  above  having  heen  at^engUi 
effected  by  the  23d  corps,  the  last  of  the  rebels  were  withdrawn  to  the  south 
bank  during  the  previous  night  and  the  bridges  were  burned.  Major  General 
Howard  then  moved  his  troops  to  the  support  of  the  23d  corps,  and  my  division 
replaced  him  in  his  position  at  Pace's  ferry.  I  moved  into  this  position  before 
night. 

July  11. — From  this  date  until  the  17th  my  command  remained  stationary, 
picketing  the  river  bank.  In  the  interval,  the  twenty-third  regiment  Missouri 
volunteers,  assigned  by  Major  General  Thomas  to  my  first  brigade,  came  up 
and  joined  the  command.  The  second  brigade  likewise  came  forward  from 
Marietta,  leaving  only  the  second  regiment  Minnesota  volunteers  at  that  place, 
and  rejoined  the  division.  In  the  same  intepral  also  Brigadier  General  Turchin 
was  compelled  to  go  north  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  the  command  of  the 
brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel  M.  B.  Walker,  thirty-first  Ohio,  who  has  retained 
it  until  this  time. 

July  1 7. — Pontoon  bridges  having  been  completed  at  Pace's  ferry,  and  the  4th 
corps  from  above  having  cleared  the  opposite  shore,  we  crossed  the  river,  the 
first  and  second  divisions  preceding  mine. 

July  18. — The  corps  advanced,  passing  Nances'  creek  at  Kyle's  ferry,  and 
encamped  at  night  with  our  advance  at  Howell's  mills  on  Peachtree  ereek« 
the  20th  corps  being  a  little  above  us  on  our  left. 

July  19. — Most  of  the  day  was  spent  in  reconnoitring  the  creek,  which  was 
deep,  and  the  bridges  being  destroyed  the  passage  was  difficult  In  front  of 
Howell's  mill,  the  point  occupied  by  first  division,  14th  corps,  the  crossing  was 
strongly  disputed,  and  the  character  of  the  ground  admittea  of  suck  easy  de- 
fences that  to  have  forced  a  passage  must  have  been  hazardous  and  attended 
with  much  loss.  In  the  afternoon,  however,  the  second  division  succeeded  in 
getting  over  lower  down,  and  I,  being  in  reserve,  sent  out  my  first  brig^e  to 
cross  with  it  I  had  at  first  been  directed  by  Major  General  Thomas  to  cross 
my  division  at  that  place,  but  on  going  there  and  finding  it  occupied  by  Brig- 
adier General  Davis,  the  order  was  modified  by  the  corns  commander,  and  a 
single  one  of  my  brigades  sent  out  to  support.  This  brigade  baying  crossed,  got 
into  position  after  dark,  after  a  brisk  skirmish  on  the  left  of  the  second  divisioii. 
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The  20th  corps,  higher  m  the  stream,  had  likewise  got  over  during  the  after- 
noon, and  this  donhUess  inanced  the  force  in  front  of  Brigadier  General  Johnson 
to  retire.  As  soon  as  it  had  done  so  I  was  ordered,  wiUi  mj  second  and  third 
brigades,  to  pass  to  the  front  of  him  and  cross  at  the  mill.  I  began  the  movement 
soon  after  dark,  being  obliged  in  the  first  place  to  build  a  temporary  bridge,  and 
by  midnight  had  the  two  brigades  well  intrenched  upon  the  heights  on  the  south 
side  of  the  creek. 

July  20. — At  daylight  Brigadier  General  Johnson's  division  crossed  over  and 
went  into  position  on  my  left.  I  also  made  a  connexion  with  the  20th  corps  on 
the  other  flank.  I  at  the  same  time  moved  forward  my  third  brigade,  and  form- 
ing it  on  the  left  of  the  first,  which  had  crossed  with  the  command  of  Brigadier 
General  Davis,  pushed  the  two  out  and  obtained  possession  of  an  important 
range  of  wooded  hills,  half  a  mile  to  the  front  of  my  first  location.  As  these 
troops  went  into  position,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  day,  they  were  subjected 
to  a  very  galling  fire  from  rebel  batteries,  which  were  posted  beyond  the  ridge 
and  out  of  our  reach.  To  enable  these  two  brigades  to  make  a  still  further  ad- 
vance, I  posted  my  two  batteries  at  a  point  on  Brigadier  General  Johnson's 
front,  from  which  they  would  have  a  cross-fire  upon  the  wooded  ground  over 
which  the  troops  must  pass.  The  batteries  had  gone  into  position,  but  had  not 
opened  fire,  when  the  great  assault  made  that  day  on  the  20th  corps  and  the 
first  division  of  our  corps  took  place,  and  they  did  good  service  in  aiding  to  repel 
that  attack.  No  part  of  the  rebel  assaulting  columns  reached  my  lines ;  but 
throughout  the  whole  attack,  and  until  dark,  my  troops  were  subjected  to  an 
artillery  fire  as  constant  and  as  terrible  as  any  that  I  have  ever  witnessed,  and 
the  loss  in  the  division  from  this  cause,  and  upon  the  skirmish  line,  was  consid- 
erable. Throughout  the  whole  both  officers  and  men  behaved  themselves  with 
a  degree  of  coolness  and  bravery  highly  commendable,  and  showing  them  to  be 
veteran  soldiers.  ' 

Juli/  21. — About  this  time  the  batteries  were  relieved  from  duty  with  the  di- 
vision and  ordered  to  report  to  corps  headquarters.  After  a  hot  skirmish  of  some 
hours  my  lines  were  again  moved  forward  nearly  a  mile,  established  and  en- 
trenched at  a  short  distance  from  the  works  of  the  enemy,  in  a  position  so  ad- 
vantageous and  commanding  that  it  must  have  contributed  largely  to  compelling  • 
him  to  retire. 

Juli/  22. — ^During  the  night  previous  the  rebel  army  fell  back  finally  from 
our  front  into  the  works  about  Atlanta,  and  my  division  marching  forward  until 
it  came  to  the  Marietta  and  Atlanta  road,  followed  it  until  it  struck  the  railroad 
two  miles  from  the  city.  We  there  come  up  with  the  first  division,  14th  corps, 
whose  advanced  guard  was  then  skirmishing  close  up  to  the  line  of  works  sur- 
rounding that  place.  The  20th  corps  was  immediately  to  the  left,  and  the  army 
of  the  Tennessee  some  miles  to  the  eastward  on  the  Augusta  railroad.  I  imme- 
diately received  orders  from  IMajor  General  Thomas  to  move  to  the  south,  along 
the  west  side  of  the  town,  until  I  came  to  the  intersection  of  the  Atlanta  and 
Turner's  ferry  road  with  that  Icjiding  from  White  Hall  to  the  latter  place,  and 
there  to  post  my  command.  This  point  was  reached  without  opposition,  and  my 
troops  were  put  in  position  under  the  supervision  of  the  department  commander, 
''who  had  come  to  that  place.  The  second  division,  on  arriving,  formed  on  my 
right,  a  little  retired,  and  all  our  troops  intrenched  themselves  during  the  after- 
noon, so  as  to  be  covered  while  within  camp  from  the  shells  and  sharpshooters 
of  the  enemy.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  great  battle  with  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee,  in  which  the  gallant  McPherson  was  killed,  took  place,  and  we  waited 
anxiously  expecting  orders  to  take  part  in  it. 

Julf/  23  — From  this  date  until  the  3d  of  August  the  general  location  of  the 
division  was  not  changed.    A  constant  and  venomous  skirmish  was  kept  up  be- 
tween the  pickets  on  both  sides,  and  our  lines  were  so  close  that  oar  xssss^Sxs.^asja^ 
were,  at  any  moment  that  they  exposed  themselves,  liable  to  bo   ^^^^^^'^ 
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the  enemy's  riflemen  and  batteries,  and  those  npon  the  rebel  forts  kept  up  an 
unceasing  exchange  of  compliments,  so  that  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  ia 
camp  was  not  inconsiderable.  Numerous  20-pounder  shells  and  shell  of  64 
pounds  weight,  from  the  old  32-pounder,  rifles,  came  regularly  into  our  camps,  a 
weight  of  metal  entirely  out  of  proportion  to  our  light  field-pieces.  While  in 
this  position  two  regiments  of  the  first  brigade  of  the  eighty-second  Indiana 
and  the  twenty-third  Missouri,  drove  the  enemy,  after  sharp  skirmishing,  from 
some  wooded  heights  on  our  right  and  in  front,  which  they  fortified  and  held 
until  turned  over  to  the  second  division.  These  hills  were  not  properly  in  our 
front,  but,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  were  annoying  to  us,  ana  the  regiments 
deserve  honorable  mention  for  this  service. 

On  the  27th  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  passed  arround  to  our  rear  and  took 
position  on  our  right,  and  on  the  2Sth  was  attacked  by  the  rebel  army  in  force, 
making  one  of  the  chief  battles  of  the  campaign.  A  slight  change  in  the  strength 
of  my  command  took  place  at  this  time.  The  thirty-fifth  Ohio  volunteers  being 
ordered  to  Vining*s  station  on  August  3d,  never  afterwards  returned,  being  mua- 
tered  out  at  that  place. 

August  3. — The  14th  army  corps  having  received  orders  to  move  to  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  army,  with  a  view  of  forming  a  column  of  support  upon  the 
right  flank  of  Major  General  Schofield's  command,  to  protect,  cover,  and  sustain 
him  in  certain  different  operations  which  he  proposed  to  carry  into  execution, 
marched  on  this  morning.  My  division,  in  rear  of  the  other  two,  came  up  with 
them  already  encamped  about  two  miles  to  the  north  of  Utoy  creek,  and  parsing 
through  them  and  also  through  the  lines  of  Brigadier  General  Cox's  division  ef 
the  23d  corps,  the  head  of  my  column  came  up  to  the  creek  near  an  old  mill. 
On  the  way  I  was  informed  that  Brigadier  General  Hascall's  division  of  the  same 
corps  was  about  to  cross  the  stream,  and  I  was  ordered  to  move  my  column  so 
as  to  cover  his  right  flank.  When  I  arrived  at  his  position  he  had  already  got 
over,  and,  with  but  little  resistance,  was  establishing  his  line  on  the  first  range  of 
open  hills  to  the  left  of  the  road.  It  was  then  about  5  p.  m.,  when,  meeting 
Major  General  Sherman,  I  was  ordered  by  him  to  put  my  division  in  line  on 
Brigadier  General  Hascall's  right,  but  to  throw  back  my  own  right  so  as  to  rest 
on  the  creek.  This  order  was  at  once  carried  into  execution,  yet  it  was  quite 
dark  before  all  the  troops  got  into  position.  My  line,  taking  the  highest  ground, 
stretched  along  the  road  for  the  length  of  a  brigade  beyond  Brigadier  General 
Hascall's,  and  then  lent  to  the  rear.  Its  length  was  so  great  that  I  was  required 
to  put  nearly  all  my  troops  in  a  single  line,  while  the  division  just  formed  oa 
my  left  was  compactly  formed  and  held  a  brigade  in  reserve.  This  disposition 
I  thought  strange,  since  I  had  been  sent  out  simply  to  support  another  division 
while  it  performed  a  certain  work. 

August  4. — In  the  morning  my  lines  were  rectified  so  as  to  conform  better  to 
the  ground,  the  batteries  put  in  position,  and  the  works  thrown  up  during  the 
night  strengthened.  About  midday,  as  no  movement  of  the  troops  on  my  left 
seemed  to  be  in  preparation,  although  I  was  told  an  advance  was  contemplated, 
I  reported  in  person  at  the  headquarters  of  the  corps,  two  mdes  back  of  the 
creek,  and  while  there  I  saw  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  the  corps  ju*t 
moving  out  and  passing  towards  the  front.  I  then  returned  to  my  command,  and  " 
soon  after  received  a  written  order  from  Major  General  Palmer,  directing  me  to 
advance  my  right,  with  a  view  to  gaining  the  high  ground  on  my  right  front, 
and  informing  me  that  Brigadier  General  Morgan  would  cross  the  creek  on  my 
right  and  support  the  movement.  It  also  stated  that  this  movement  was  intended 
as  preliminary  to  an  advance  upon  the  enemy's  works,  should  that  be  judged  ex- 
pedient or  ordered,  and  for  which  I  would  be  expected  to  furnish  the  assaulting 
column.  It  further  directed  me  to  push  out  my  skirmishers  and  begia  the  move- 
ment as  soon  as  Brigadier  General  Morgan  should  begin  crossing.  A  little  later 
I  received  oaother  written  order,  also  from  Major  General  Palmer»  stating  that 
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it  W.13  intended  I  sliould  push  out  with  Brigadier  General  Hascall  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable and  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  works,  and  directing  me  to  attack  in  coiuma 
if  the  works  could  be  carried.  The  first  part  <»f  these  instructions  had  already 
been  carried  out  before  the  order  was  received,  for  I  had  the  night  previous 
taken  possession  of  all  the  high  ground  in  that  vicinity,  and  it  only  remained 
for  me  to  await  the  other  contingencies — the  arrival  of  Brigadier  General  Morgan 
or  the  advance  of  Brigadier  General  Hascall.  I  had  made  full  preparations  and 
was  waiting  accordingly,  when,  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  Major  General  Palmer 
came  up  in  person  and  asked  me  if  my  brigade  was  ready  for  the  reconnoissance ; 
I  replied  that  no  special  mention  had  been  made  of  sending  out  a  brigade 
on  that  duty,  and  asked  if  he  wished  me  to  send  one.  Ho  replied  that  he  did, 
and  I  at  once  detailed  Colonel  Gleason's  brigade  for  that  purpose.  The  brigade 
was  formed  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  in  two  lines,  with  a  strong  skirmishing 
party  in  front,  and  at  once  moved  out.  The  operation  was  vigorously  con- 
ducted, and  two  Hues  of  skirmish  pits  captured.  The  party  kept  on  until  the 
location  and  character  of  the  rebel  main  line  was  fully  developed,  and  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  drawn  from  it.  This  accomplished,  and  no  move- 
ment whatever  of  the  troops  on  our  left  having  been  made,  and  no  tidings  re- 
ceived of  Brigadier  General  Morgan,  I,  at  dark,  directed  Colonel  Gleason  to 
bring  his  men  back  to  their  works,  leaving  the  skirmishers  in  the  first  pits. 
Colonel  Gleason  and  his  officers  and  men  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  the 
manner  in  which  this  affair  was  conducted.  They  brought  in  twenty-five  {25) 
prisoners,  and  our  brigade  sustained  a  loss  of  twenty-six  (26)  in  killed  and 
wounded. 

August  5. — At  half  past  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  received,  directly  from 
Major  General  Schofield,  commanding  the  23d  army  corps,  an  order  prescribing 
movements  for  the  14th  and  23d  army  corps  upon  that  day,  embracing  operations 
proposed  for  this  division,  and  I  at  once  wrote  to  him,  stating  that  1  knew  of  no 
authority  under  which  he  could  presume  to  give  orders  to  my  division,  which 
belonged  to  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  but  informing  him  that  I  would  com- 
municate his  wishes  to  my  commanding  officer.  As  the  order  of  Major  General 
Schofield  detailed  operations  for  all  the  troops  acting  on  the  right  of  the  army, 
and  being  always  anxious  to  perform  my  part  in  whatever  may  be  calculated  to 
promote  the  success  of  our  arms,  I  immediately  went  to  my  troops  to  prepare 
them  for  the  execution  of  the  orders,  in  case  they  should  receive  the  proper 
sanction  of  my  commander,  or  to  be  in  readiness  to  co-operate,  on  my  own 
responsibility,  in  any  movement  which  the  troops  near  mo  might  underUike. 
The  order  from  Major  General  Schofield,  alluded  to  above,  directed  me  to  move 
at  6  a.  m. ;  to  push  forward  my  whole  line,  conforming  it  to  the  direction  of  that 
of  the  enemy,  and,  driving  in  his  skirmishers,  to  press  on  until  I  had  drawn  the 
fire  of  his  lines.  The  second  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Morgan, 
was  directed  to  support  my  right  in  the  movement,  and,  if  possible,  to  prolong 
my  line  when  formed.  I  was  also  directed  to  move  without  reference  to  my 
connexion  with  Brigadier  General  Hascall,  as  Brigadier  General  Cox  would 
Btand  ready  to  fill  any  interval  between  us.  It  was  4j  o'clock  a.  m.  when  1 
gave  notice  to  Major  General  Schofield  that  I  did  not  recognize  his  authority, 
and  both  his  headquarters  and  those  of  our  corps  were  within  a  mile  of  mine, 
yet  it  was  not  until  G^  a.  m.  that  he  wrote  me  another  note  saying  that  my  corps 
commander  would  communicate  the  order  to  me  pft)perly,  and  at  about  7  o'clock 
a.  m.  notice  was  given  me  that  the  corps  would  act  during  the  day  under  the 
direction  of  Major  General  Schofield.  About  that  same  time,  I  found  the  head 
of  Brigadier  General  Cox's  column  well  closed  up  in  rear  of  my  left,  but  I  was 
informed  that  Brigadier  General  Hascall  would  make  no  movement  during  the 
day,  as  his  lines  were  already  so  close  to  those  of  the  enemy  that  a  further  ad- 
vance was  not  possible.  When  I  did  finally  receive  authentic  ox^^t^^v^jva.  ^sc^ 
commauding  officer  for  a  movement,  I  had  not  yet  heard  from  lir\^i.^^s«^  v^i^sossoi^ 
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Morgan,  wbo  was  to  move  on  my  right  flank;  I  did  not  know  how  far  below  lie 
had  crossed  the  creek,  nor  how  far  distant  he  might  be ;  but  convinced  from  my 
experience  of  the  day  before  that  if  anything  was  to  be  accomplished.  I  muat 
act  independently  of  connexions,  taking  care  of  my  own  flanks,  I  instructed  my 
officers  accordingly.  The  reconnoissance  of  the  night  previous  had  made  us 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  ground  we  were  to  pass  over,  as  well  as  with  the 
position  which  we  wished  to  take  up,  and  it  took  but  a  short  time  to  prepare  for 
the  move.  A  doubly  strong  skirmish  line  was  thrown  out  from  each  brigade, 
supported  by  heavy  reserves,  and  the  troops  were  prepared  to  follow.  A  perfect 
understanding  was  then  established  between  the  officers  along  the  line,  and  at  a 
signal  given,  about  8  o'clock,  the  skirmishers  dashed  forward.  The  more  distant 
rifle-pits,  which  had  been  taken  the  evening  before,  but  not  held  by  us,  had  been 
occupied  by  a  largely  increased  force  and  much  strengthened,  with  orders  to  the 
rebel  officers  in  charge  to  hold  them  to  the  last  extremity.  This  order,  by  keep- 
ing them  there,  enabled  us  to  take  more  prisoners  than  we  would  otherwise  have 
done.  Our  men  were  met  by  a  very  heavy  fire,  but  pushed  on  so  rapidly  thai 
the  struggle  was  of  short  duration,  and  a  few  minutes  put  us  in  possession  of  all 
the  ground  up  to  within  short  musket  range  of  the  rebel  main  works.  With  the 
capture  of  the  rebel  skirmish  line  the  forward  movement  of  my  troops  was  brought 
to  an  end,  but  their  exposure  to  the  fire  of  the  main  works  did  not  cease.  The 
regiments  being  brought  up  to  take  position  and  intrench  themselves  upon  the 
new  line,  were  subjected  throughout  the  day  to  a  galling  musketry  fire  from  the 
rebel  main  works,  as  well  as  from  his  batteries,  from  which  our  loss  was  con- 
eiderable.  In  the  very  handsome  charge  of  the  skirmish  line.  Captain  Michael 
Stone,  of  the  thirty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  commanded  the  skirmishers  of  the  first 
brigade ;  Major  R.  C.  Sabine,  eighty-seventh  Indiana,  those  of  the  second  brigade; 
and  Major  William  Irvine,  thirty-eighth  Ohio,  those  of  the  third  brigade,  and 
deserve  special  mention  f  >r  their  gallantry.  Major  Irvine  was  wounded  in  the 
leg,  which  has  since  been  amputated,  and  a  little  later  in  the  day  the  brave 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Myron  Baker,  commanding  the  seventy-fourth  Indiana,  was 
shot  dead  while  putting  his  regiment  in  the  line.  My  casualties  amounted  in 
all  to  five  (5)  officers  and  seventy-eight  (78)  enlisted  men  killed  and  wounded, 
while  we  captured  about  one  hundred  and  forty  (140)  prisoners.  All  engaged 
in  this  affair,  both  officers  and  men,  behaved  as  handsomely  as  men  could  do, 
and  are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  When  I  first  got  into  position,  the  sec- 
ond division  had  not  yet  come  up,  and  my  two  right  regiments  were  refused  so 
as  to  cover  that  flank;  but  later,  when  those  troops  did  arrive,  all  were  brought 
up  on  to  the  same  line.  While  I  was  making  my  advance,  and  throughout  the  day 
until  dark,  no  movement  was  made  by  troops  of  the  23d  corps  on  my  left,  al- 
though the  line  of  rebel  rifle-pits  captured  by  ray  men  extended  along  Brigadier 
General  Hascairs  front,  and  could  have  been  carried  easily  by  a  charge  simulta- 
neous with  mine.  They  were  the  same  pits  which  were  taken  two  days  later 
by  the  troops  of  our  first  division,  (14th  army  corps.) 

August  6. — About  daybreak  in  the  morning  the  troops  of  the  23d  army  corpfl 
were  withdrawn  from  my  left  to  be  transferred  to  the  extreme  right,  and  were 
replaced  by  the  first  division  of  our  corps,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
King.  The  operations  of  the  two  corps  for  that  day  again  were  detailed  and 
promulgated  in  a  lengthy  order  from  Major  General  Schofield  issued  the  night 
previous,  but  as  the  part  toAe  performed  by  my  division  was  dependent  upon 
Brigadier  General  Cox  and  Hascall,  who  were  expected,  to  turn  the  enemy's 
left  flank  or  to  break  into  his  line  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Sandtown  road,  and  as 
these  movements  did  not  appear  to  be  carried  into  execution,  my  men  remained 
in  their  works.  It  was  on  the  same  day  that  Major  General  Palmer  relinquished 
command  of  the  14th  corps  and  turned  it  over  to  Brigadier  General  Johnson. 

August  7. — The  first  division  having  made  arrangements  to  push  out  and  take 
the  skirmish  pits  of  the  enemy,  corresponding  with  those  captured  by  my  men 
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on  the  5th,  I  ordered  a  strong  demonstration  along  the  whole  line  to  aid  them. 
In  some  places  my  works  were  so  close  to  those  of  the  rehels  that  the  men  could 
not  go  out  of  them,  hut  in  others  the  skirmishers  were  pressed  out  strongly,  and 
a  sharp  encounter  of  some  duration  ensued.  It  ended  in  my  advanciu^  mj  left 
regiment  some  two  hundred  (200)  yards,  and  those  on  the  right,  which  had  been 
retired,  came  up  on  a  line  with  the  others.  Brigadier  General  Mdrgan  moved 
forward  at  the  same  time,  and  our  divisions  joined  near  the  junctions  of  the 
Sandtown  and  Lick  Skillet  roads.  In  the  operations  of  that  day  I  lost  sixty-six 
(66)  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  in  the  first  division  was  of  course  heavy, 
but  it  gained  both  prisoners  and  an  advanced  position.  I  have  been  thud 
minute  and  circumstantial  in  my  narrative  of  events  since  coming  in  contact  with 
the  23d  corps,  inasmuch  as  complaint  was  made  to  the  major  general  command- 
ing the  department  of  the  Cumberland  that  the  1 4th  corps  had  failed  to  accom- 
plish its  portion  of  the  work  marked  out,  when  in  point  of  fact  every  advantage 
of  any  kind  that  was  gained,  from  the  time  that  we  moved  to  the  right  up  to  the 
8th  of  August,  was  achieved  by  the  14th  corps. 

.  August  8. — From  this  date  until  the  26th  the  general  position  and  disposition 
<*f  my  troops  was  not  changed ;  the  necessary  location  of  our  camps  was  such 
that  they  were  constantly  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  and  there  were  few  pointa 
that  a  man  could  show  himself  without  the  risk  of  being  shot.  On  certain  por- 
tions of  the  line  a  temporary  truce  would  be  arranged  with  the  troops  that 
chanced  to  be  in  front,  while  at  others  a  vicious  skirmish  would  be  kept  up, 
and  for  days  the  men  would  be  imprisoned  in  their  trenches,  not  daring  to  show 
their  heads  above  the  parapet ;  and  this  varied  by  the  fire  of  artillery  or  more 
active  demonstrations  begun  by  one  or  the  other  party.  In  this  passive  condi- 
tion, with  no  other  operations  on  hand,  our  daily  reports  presented  not  unfre- 
qnently  a  list  of  ten,  (10,)  twenty,  (20,)  or  thirty  (30)  casualties,  and  the  long 
continuance  of  the  confinement  and  privation  was  extremely  trying,  yet  the 
men  bore  all  with  a  degree  of  cheerfulness,  patience,  and  heroism  that  can  find 
its  reward  only  in  the  consciousness  of  duty  well  performed,  and  of  devotion  to 
the  holy  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged.  During  our  long  stay  in  such  close 
proximity  to  the  enemy  deserters  from  their  lines,  chiefly  from  Alabama  regi- 
ments, came  in  constantly  and  in  large  numbers.  They  finally  became  so 
numerous  that  the  most  strenuous  means  were  resorted  to  by  the  rebel  officers  to 
prevent  them. 

On  the  22d  of  August  Brigadier  General  Davis  having  received  the  brevet  of 
major  general  and  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  14th  corps,  relieved 
Brigadier  General  Johnson,  who  was  transferred  out  of  the  corps. 

August  26. — A  general  movement  of  the  entire  army  to  the  right,  by  which 
we  were  to  break  off  from  our  railroad  communication  and  throw  ourselves  upon 
the  Atlanta  and  Macon  railroad,  having  been  decided  upon,  the  4th  and  20th 
corps  had  already  been  withdrawn  from  the  city,  and  on  the  night  of  the  26th 
the  14th  corps  and  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  were  also  to  withdraw  and  pass 
to  the  right,  going  in  rear  of  the  23d  corps,  and  of  the  4th  corps,  then  in  position 
on  the  right  of  the  former.  The  operation  of  withdrawing  from  such  close  prox- 
imity to  the  enemy  was  one  of  much  delicacy. 

At  8  o'clock  p.  m.  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  and  the  first  division  of  our 
corps  (14th)  drew  out  and  began  the  march,  leaving  my  division  on  the  extreme 
left.  I  should  have  marched  immediately  after  them  but  for  detentions  and 
delays  caused  by  the  trains  of  other  commands  and  the  artillery.  I  did  not  feel 
authorized  to  quit  my  position  until  nearly  3  o'clock.  The  enemy  was  doubtless 
apprised  by  the  noise  of  our  trains  and  artillery  that  some  movement  was  taking 
place,  and  opened  upon  us  from  the  batteries,  but  beyond  this  we  were  not  dis- 
turbed, and  withdrew  most  successfully. 

August  27. — ^Arriving  at  the  left  of  the  23d  corps  our  troopa  ^^^vs.  ^^x^sssi^ 
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upon  it,  facing  to  the  north,  to  cover  the  further  withdrawal  and  arrangement 
of  the  trains,  and  we  remained  in  that  position  until  the  following  morning. 

August  28. — We  again  marched ;  my  division  following  the  second,  which 
formed  the  head  of  the  column.  The  advanced  guard  of  that  division  had 
some  little  skirmishing,  which  did  not  delay  our  march,  and  in  the  afternoon 
we  went  into  position  near  Red  Oak  station,  on  the  West  Point  railroad.  We 
formed  line  south  of  the  road — Brigadier  General  Morgan  on  my  right  and 
Brigadier  General  CarKn,  commanding  the  Ist  division,  on  my  left,  reaching  to 
the  railroad.     The  4th  corps  prolonged  our  line,  and  was  north  of  the  road. 

August  29. — The  army  remained  stationary,  and  the  troops  were  employed 
in  destroying  the  railroad,  in  making  reconnoisance,  and  in  cutting  roads. 

August  30. — We  marched  on  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  reaching  the 
Rough-aud-Ready  and  Fayette  road  at  Oonck*s  house,  and  took  position  there 
for  the  night.  The  army  of  the  Tennessee  was  a  few  miles  distant  on  the 
right  The  4th  corps  connected  with  the  14th  on  the  left,  and  the  23d  corps 
still  further  to  the  left,  towards  Rough-and-Ready. 

August  31. — Having  heard  trains  of  the  enemy  during  the  night  moving 
south  along  our  front,  our  skirmishers  pushed  out,  and  at  daybreak  discovered 
them,  although  at  a  considerable  distance,  still  moving  in  that  direction.  They 
were  on  a  road  to  the  east  of  Flint  river,  and  until  it  reached  the  Rough-and- 
Ready  and  Jonesboro'  road  near  Smith's;  and  immediately  afterwards  the  entire 
division,  with  Colonel  Mitchell's  brigade  of  the  second  division,  ordered  to  report 
to  me,  were  brought  up  and  posted  at  this  point.  As  soon  as  our  troops  had 
secured  themselvei?  in  this  position,  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  detailed  Colonel 
Carleton's  regiment  of  the  first  brigade,  together  with  large  parties  from  each  of 
the  other  two  brigades,  and  sent  them  forward,  with  orders  to  reach  the  Macon 
railroad,  if  possible,  and,  if  they  were  able,  to  hold  themselves  upon  it.  The 
party  struck  that  road  at  Morrow's  or  Chapman's  station,  a  point  four  (4)  miles 
from  Jonesboro',  seven  ^7)  miles  from  Rough-and-Ready,  and  about  two  and  a 
half  (2^)  miles  from  our  position.  The  road  was  reached  about  6  o'clock  p.  ok, 
and  a  considerable  party  of  rebel  cavalry  encountered  there,  and  as  the  natnre 
of  the  country  admitted  readily  of  our  men  being  cut  off  from  the  division.  Col- 
onel Carleton,  after  destroying  three  cars  which  he  had  captured,  fell  back  some 
fourth  of  a  mile  to  higher  ground  on  the  edge  of  the  woods.  As  soon  as  I  learned 
of  his  succcds  and  that  the  railroad  was  so  remote  from  the  rest  of  our  troops, 
I  sent  out  Colonel  Gleason's  brigade  to  occupy  a  ridge  nearly  a  mile  in  our  front, 
and  detached  three  other  regiments  to  strengthen  the  party  on  the  railroad. 
The  whole  of  this  detachment  being  then  under  command  of  Colonel  Hunter, 
eighty  seventh  Indiana  volunteers,  the  senior  officer,  he  again  moved  it  up  to  the 
road;  after  putting  up  a  defensive  work,  which  occupied  most  of  the  night,  he  set 
his  men  to  work  to  take  up  the  track. 

It  was  not  until  late  that  I  learned  that  the  4th  and  23d  corps  had  also 
reached  the  railroad  near  Rough-and-Ready  and  were  then  intrenching.  My 
little  party  moved  out  independent  of  every  one  else,  and  although  opposed 
and  constantly  menaced  by  the  rebel  cavalry,  struck  the  road  some  miles  in 
advance  of  any  other.  Colonel  Hunter  and  his  officers  and  men  deserve  much 
credit  for  their  enterprise  and  determination. 

Scptcj/ibe?-  1. — About  8  o'clock  a.  m.  I  received  notice  that  the  14th  corps 
would  be  concentrated  at  my  position  on  the  Jonesboro*  road,  to  move  by  it 
to  that  place,  while  the  14th  corps  would  move  simultaneously  along  the  railroad, 
I  being  also  directed  to  withdraw  my  men  from  it  so  soon  as  to  oe  ready  for 
the  movement.  Brigadier  General  Carlin's  division  coming  in  from  the  rear 
took  the  advance  along  the  road,  and  was  followed  by  that  of  Brigadier  Greneml 
Morgan.  While  waiting  for  these  troops  to  stretch  out  upon  the  road,  my  party 
from  the  railroad  came  in,  but  it  was  not  until  12  o'clock  m.  that  the  road  was 
clear  for  me  to  march. 
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BATTLE  OF  JONESBORO'. 

On  arriving  near  the  creek,  two  miles  north  of  Jonesboro',  I  met  Major  Gen- 
eral Thomas,  and  was  uiformed  that  Brigadier  General  Morgan  had  already 
formed  beyond  the  creek,  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee. 
That  Brigadier  General  Carlin  had  also  crossed,  and  was  forming  to  the  left  of 
Brigadier  General  Morgan,  and  I  was  expected  to  go  into  line  on  the  left  of 
Carlin.  Morgan's  skirmishers  were  then  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy,  but 
Carlin  had  not  yet  struck  them.  I  at  once  turned  to  the  left,  leaving  the  high 
road  to  march  toward  my  position,  and  as  the  head  of  my  column  passed  the  creek 
I  met  one  of  my  staflF  officers  whom  I  had  sent  out  in  advance,  bringing  orders 
from  General  Davis.  He  directed  me  to  post  my  division  in  rear  of  an  interval 
between  Brigadier  Generals  Morgan  and  Carlin,  through  which  he  was  fearful  the 
enemy  would  pass,  and  the  precise  ground  on  which  it  was  desired  that  I  should 
form  was  pointed  out.  General  Davis  coming  up  immediately  afterwards,  con- 
firmed the  correctness  of  th(^  disposition.  Before,  however,  this  order  could  be 
executed  I  received  another  directing,  this  division  to  form  on  Brigadier  General 
Carlin  and  prolong  his  line  to  the  left.  My  column  was  at  once  turned  in  that 
direction,  and  I  rode  forward  along  the  intrenchments  which  Brigadier  General 
Carlin's  men  had  thrown  up,  to  find  the  p  lut  at  which  my  light  would  rest. 
Finding  this  point  I  also  found  that  division  just  put  in  motion,  marching  towards 
the  right  and  front,  and  I  followed  a  short  distance  to  discover  the  direction 
which  I  would  have  to  take  and  the  best  route  for  getting  into  position.  My 
column  followed  closely  in  rear  of  the?  first  division,  and  by  the  time  that  it  had 
become  stationary  and  was  formed,  was  close  up  in  rear  of  the  left  flank.  Not 
one  moment  was  lost  by  this  division,  for  at  the  very  moment  that  the  point 
where  it  was  to  rest  became  determined,  it  was  on  the  spot.  Brigadier  (ienenil 
Carlin's  left  reached  just  to  the  railroad,  and  there  joined  the  liead  of  Major 
General  Stanley's  column,  the  4th  corps,  which  had  arrived.  I  accordingly 
caused  my  troops  to  be  massed  in  rear  of  Brigadier  General  Carlin's  h^ft. 
Having  seen  Major  General  Stanley,  and  finding  that  he  was  willing  to  make 
way  for  me,  and  understanding  it  to  be  the  intention  of  Major  General  Thomas's 
order  that  our  line  should  bo  prolonged  beyond  the  railroad,  in  case  it  should 
reach  that  far,  I  rode  forward  to  examine  the  ground.  I  passed  along  the  east  side 
of  the  road  some  distance  beyond  our  lines  without  meeting  with  opposition,  and 
having  discovered  an  advantageous  position,  was  about  to  bring  my  division  up 
to  it,  I  had  giv(;n  tlie  order  and  the  troops  were  about  to  march  when  I  received 
conti-ary  instructions,  requirinj!  me  to  hold  my  division  west  of  tlie  road  as  a 
reserve  to  support  the  other  two.  Soon  after  that,  at  near  4*  o'clock,  Brigadier 
General  Carliu's  line  mived  forward,  and,  by  direction  of  General  Davis,  I 
moved  Colonel  Piste's  brigade  in  line  of  buttle  behind  General  Carlin's  left  brig- 
ade, the  left  Hanks  of  botli  k(.'eping  along  the  railroad.  My  other  two  brigades 
m  »ved  in  column  on  the  road  leading  along  the  right  of  the  railroad.  The 
deployed  lines  of  my  tiiird  brigade  liad  to  work  their  way  thr(»ugh  a  thick 
wood  nearly  a  third  of  a  mile  in  width  before  reaching  the  open  ground,  stretching 
iu  front  of  the  wood  in  which  were  the  rebel  works,  and,  having  put  this  brigade 
in  motion,  1  moved  forward  with  the  other  two.  On  reaching  a  cabin  beyond 
the  woods  marked  on  the  accompanying  map  I  met  General  Davis,  who 
iafjrmtfd  me  that  he  Lad  sent  Colonel  Kste's  brigade,  which  came  up  in 
advance  of  me«  to  support  the  right  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  Carlin,  which 
bad  been  severely  handled  in  an  attempt  to  advance  upon  the  rebel  works. 
A  staff  officer  arriving  at  the  moment  with  a  message  from  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Carlin  created  the  impression  that  there  was  some  misunderstanding  of 
the  respective  relations  between  that  officer  and  Colonel  Este,  whereupon 
General  Davis  sent  word  to  Colon(?l  Este  that  he  was  to  report  to  Gvl\^»x'^» 
Carlin  and  to  be  6ubj(*ct  to  hie  ordeis.  Tearful  that  eome  iiV  xvi.'^>^\.^  \sNj^siX 
T 20 
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arise  should  the  orders  still  not  be  understood,  and  notwithstanding  that  the 
brigade  was  thus  placed  under  the  control  of  another  division  commauder,  I 
volunteered  to  go  myself  and  give  personal  supervision  to  the  execution  of  all 
orders.  General  Davis  told  me,  as  he  started,  that  he  wished  Colonel  Este  to  re- 
place the  right  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  Carlin,  (the  regular  brigade,)  and  then 
to  advance  upon  the  enemy  along  with  the  other  troops  on  the  right  and  left  when 
they  advanced.  As  I  passed  to  the  right  I  had  an  opportunity  for  a  hasty 
glance  at  the  ground  constituting  the  field  of  fight,  and  tlm  rough  map  which  is 
attached  to  this  report,  made  from  actual  bearings  and  distances  taken  by  my- 
self, gives  the  most  accurate  representation  of  it  that  I  have  seen.  It  represrnW 
the  rebel  works  and  the  position  of  my  three  brigades  quite  accurately,'and 
that  of  Biigadier  General  Carlin's  two  brigades  approximately,  at  the  moment 
when  Colonel  Este  began  to  move  forward.  Our  troops  were  in  open  ground, 
which  was  bordered  on  the  south  by  a  very  regular  line  of  woodland,  running 
due  east  and  west,  and  extending  from  near  the  railroad  to  the  west  a  distance 
of  nearly  six  hundred  and  twenty  (620)  yards  or  steps.  The  line  of  woods  then 
turued  and  run  south,  facing  westward  upon  another  field,  in  which  were  the 
troops  of  Brigadier  General  Morgan.  The  rebel  works  lay  withiu  the  woods 
and  were  entirely  concealed  from  view.  They  approached  at  the  nearest  point 
to  within  fifteen  (15)  yards  of  the  open  ground,  but  at  others  were  sixty,  (60,) 
eighty,  (80,)  or  one  hundred  (100)  yards  back  in  the  woods.  From  the  north- 
west angle  of  the  woods  ran  northerly  a  kind  of  ravine  and  thicket,  apparently 
an  old  fence  line,  which  separated  the  field  in  which  the  second  division  lay 
from  that  occupied  by  the  first  and  thiid  divisions.  I  found  Colonel  Wood':? 
brigade  of  the  first  division  formed  in  two  lines,  the  one  near  the  cabin  and  the 
other  intrenched  along  the  edge  of  the  woods,  its  left  on  the  railroad.  Appar- 
ently the  regular  brigade  had  endeavored  to  take  up  a  position  on  the  same  line, 
in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  but  the  rebel  works  in  their  front  approaching  so  much 
nearer  to  the  open  ground  it  was  of  course  impossible,  without  first  taking  the 
works  in  the  woods.  It  was  in  this  way,  doubtless,  that  it  lost  so  heavily  before 
my  men  came  up.  I  found  it  to  be  the  right  of  the  other  brigade  of  the  first 
division;  and  some  two  hundred  (200)  yards  back  in  the  open  field,  partially 
covered  by  an  undulation  of  the  ground  in  front.  Colonel  Este's  brigade,  when 
it  ciime  up,  was  formed,  in  the  position  represented  on  the  map,  fifty  (50)  yards 
in  rear  of  the  regular  brigade,  in  two  lines  of  battle — the  ten;h  Kentucky  on 
the  right  and  the  seventy-fourth  Indiana  and  fourteenth  Ohio  in  the  second  line, 
the  seventy-fi)urth  on  the  right.  Colonel  Walker's  and  Colonel  Gleason'a 
brigades  were  in  reserve,  and  then  just  coming  up  to  take  position.  Seeing  that 
to  relieve  Major  Eddie's  brigade  required  Colonel  Este  to  pass  to  the  front  of 
it,  and  that  to  come  into  line  with  Colonel  Moore,  so  as  to  advance  at  the  same 
time  with  the  other  troops,  might  involve  a  serious  assault  of  works  hidden  in 
the  woods,  I  directed  the  troops  to  unsling  and  pile  their  knapsacks,  and  fix 
bayonets,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  heavy  work.  Our  uncertainty  with  regard  to 
the  works  we  might  encounter  was  increased  from  having  been  told  that  the 
rebels  had  two  lines,  one  of  which  had  been  taken  by  our  men,  some  of  whom 
remained  in  them.  All  of  which  turned  out  to  be  a  delusion.  The  order  to 
move  forward  was  given  at  4J  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the  lines  moved  off  hand- 
somely, attended  by  a  single  stall'  oftict  r,  Cajjtain  Achesou,  assistant  adjntiint 
general,  and  two  orderlies.  I  accompanied  Colonel  Este,  so  as  to  be  ready  to 
give  him  any  assistance  he  might  require.  Our  men,  passing  over  the  Hue  o( 
the  regular  brigade,  soon  reached  the  crest  in  front,  and  about  one  hundred 
(100)  yards  from  the  works  began  to  receive  a  murderous  fire  of  musketry  and 
canister.  They  were  immediately  put  at  the  charge,  and  without  faltering  the 
whole  line  moved  splendidly  into  the  woods.  On  the  right  the  success  was 
immediate  and  complete.  The  tenth  Kentucky,  followed  by  the  aeventy-fourth 
Indiana,  struck  upon  the  short  projecting  point  of  rifle-pitd  called  the  first  line, 
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and  carried  it,  as  well  as  the  main  line,  extending  thence  to  the  right — a  single 
dash  after  entering  the  woods  gave  them  the  victory.  The  rebel  troops, 
confident  in  themselves  and  in  their  ability  to  hold  their  works,  were  totally 
unprepared  for  a  charge  of  this  kind,  and  were  taken  completely  by  sarprise. 
They  delivered  a  single  volley,  and  before  they  could  reload  found  our  men  in 
the  trenches  with  them,  bayonetting  all  who  would  not  surrender.  Three 
companies  on  the  right  of  the  seventy-fourth  Indiana,  which  overlapped  the 
tenth  Kentucky,  obliquing  to  the  right,  entered  the  woods  at  the  east  end  of  the 
battery  of  four  (4)  guns,  on  the  angle,  and  driving  the  enemy  out,  took  possession 
of  the  guns ;  they  belonged  to  a  battery  of  the  consolidated  eighth  and  nineteenth 
Arkansas  regiments,  and  Lieutenant  Kruger,  of  the  seventy-fourth  regiment 
Indiana  volunteers,  capturing  the  battery  flag,  brought  it  away  with  him.  After 
holding  the  battery  for  some  minutes,  until  the  troops  of  the  next  brij^ade  on  the 
right  came  up  in  the  rear  and  entered  it,  these  companies  closed  to  the  left  on 
their  own  regiments,  leaving  the  guns  with  the  new  comers.  As  the  only 
material  evidence  of  the  capture  brought  away  was  the  flag,  (the  guns  them- 
selves being  left  with  the  second  division,)  Colonel  Este  has  procured  statements 
from  several  of  his  officers  and  men  who  were  present,  and  forwards  them  with  his 
report.  On  the  left  our  men  were  not  immediately  so  successful.  The  thirty- 
eighth  and  fjiiirteenth  Ohio  regiments,  aft(?r  entering  the  woods,  formed  a  line 
extending  from  the  short  projecting  works  to  the  left,  but  the  distance  to  the 
rebel  main  works  being  greater  than  on  the  right,  and  the  approach  to  it  more 
obstructed  by  fallen  trees,  they  could  not  at  once  reach  it.  They  remained  in 
this  position,  subject  to  a  most  terrible  fire  coming  obliquely  down  the  woods 
from  the  rebel  right,  for  some  minutes  after  the  right  wing  had  achieved  its 
success.  Colonel  Este,  who  was  at  this  point  of  the  line,  finding  that  the  troops- 
on  our  left  did  not  or  could  not  move  forward  with  us,  as  we  had  been  led  to 
expect  that  they  would,  began  to  fear  that  his  men  could  not  hold  on  where 
they  were,  and  sent  for  re-enforcements.  Seeing  at  the  same  time  a  regiment  of 
Brigadier  General  Morgan's  left  brigade,  the  seventeenth  New  York,  marching 
up  to  go  into  place  in  rear  of  our  right,  where  it  was  no  longer  needed.  Colonel 
Este  appealed  to  the  commanding  officer,  requesting  him  to  put  in  his  regiment 
on  our  left,  where  it  could  be  most  useful,  and  guided  him  to  the  place.  The 
fire  of  the  enemy  at  this  point  was  most  destructive,  yet  the  gallant  Colonel 
W.  (Jr.  C.  Groer  carried  his  regiment  into  position  with  an  heroic  bravery, 
challenging  the  highest  admiration,  and  was  himself  almost  the  first  to  fall 
before  it.  The  regiment  seeing  this,  for  a  moment  faltered,  but  was  at  once 
reassured,  and  the  order  to  charge  being  given,  rushed  forward  with  the  four- 
teenth and  thirty-eighth  Ohio,  and  capturing  not  only  the  works,  but  nearly 
all  in  them.  This  ended  the  battle,  as  all  that  followed  was  desultory  firing,  or 
shots  from  distant  artillery.  This  charge  of  my  third  brigade,  one  of  the  most 
magnificent  on  record,  and  the  first  during  this  canip:iigu  in  which  works  on 
either  side  have  been  assaulted  and  carried,  was  productive  of  the  greatest  results,. 
ID  opening  the  way  for  the  advance  of  the  troops  on  our  right  and  left,  and 
destroying  the  morale  of  the  boldest  and  most  confident  troops  in  the  rebel  army. 
The  losses  sustain(?d  attest  the  severity  of  the  struggle.  Out  of  eleven  hundred 
(1,100)  officers  and  men  who  went  into  the  action,  seventy-five  (75)  were  killed 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  (255)  wounded,  nearly  one  out  of  every  three 
being  hit,  and  all  in  a  space  of  thirty  minutes  time.  Among  those  who  fell  was 
the  gallant  Colonel  Clioate,  of  the  thirty-eightli  Ohio,  who  has  since  died  of  his- 
wounds.  JSIajor  Wilson,  commanding  the  fourteenth  Ohio,  lost  his  leg,  and 
numerous  others  of  our  best  officers  and  men  on  this  glorious  occasion  sacrificed 
themselves  upon  the  altar  of  their  country.  For  the  names  of  thopc  who  partic- 
ularly distinguished  themselves  I  refer  to  reports  of  brigades  and  regiments. 

On  no  occasion  within  my  own  knowledge  has  the  use  of  the  ba^c\\\^\»  W^sxv^sn^ 
general  or  so  authenticated.     Three  brothers  named  Hoe,  of  the  texv^^ksxvNx^^^*^  •» 


308  REPORT   OF  MAJOR   GENERAL   THOMAS. 

went  over  the  rebel  parapet  together,  and  two  of  them  pinned  their  adveraaries 
to  the  ground  with  the  bayonet,  and  as  an  officer  of  the  seventy -fourth  Indiana  was 
about  to  be  bayonetted  by  a  rebel,  a  ^oldier  warded  off  the  blow,  and  after  some 
minutes  of  fencing,  transfixed  his  antagonist.  These,  as  the  wounded  rebels 
show,  are  not  isolated  instances.  The  brigade  captured  four  hundred  and 
twenty-six  (426)  prisoners,  including  fifty -five  officers,  from  the  rank  of  colonel 
down.  They  were  from  the  second,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  ninth  Kentucky ; 
the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  Arkansas;  the  twenty-eighth,  thirty -fourth,  and 
forty-sixth  Alabama ;  the  twenty-fourth  South  Carolina,  and  sixty- third  Virginia 
regiment.  It  also  captured  the  battle-flag  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  Arkansas  regi- 
ment, and  the  battery  flag  heretofore  spoken  of. 

In  closing  the  report  of  this  battle,  and  while  testifying  to  the  heroic  conduct 
of  all  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade,  I  cannot  overlook  the  splendid  gallantry 
of  Colonel  Este,  commanding  it.  His  horse  was  shot  from  under  him  and  hifl 
clothing  torn  with  bullets,  yet  he  retained  the  utmost  coolness,  and  managed 
his  command  with  a  high  degree  of  judgment  and  skill.  I  hope  he  will  receive 
the  reward  which  his  services  merit.  I  must  also  make  honorable  mention  of 
the  bravery  of  Captain  Acheson,  the  only  staff  officer  I  had  with  me,  who  wae 
wounded  while  riding  with  me  in  the  charge.  My  first  and  second  brigades 
were  not  actively  engaged  in  this  battle,  but  held  themselves  close  in  res^erve. 
After  dark  Colonel  Walker  relieved  Colonel  Este*8  brigade  on  the  line,  and 
remained  in  that  position  during  the  night.  Colonel  Gleason  remained  in  reserve. 
Both  of  these  brigades  sustained  slight  losses. 

September  2. — The  enemy  having  evacuated  Jonesboro*  during  the  night  and 
fallen  back  on  the  Macon  road,  our  army  pursued.  The  14tii  corps  was  left 
behind  as  the  rear  guard  of  the  grand  army. 

September  3. — It  was  announced  that  Atlanta  had  been  evacuated  and  onr 
campaign  was  at  an  end.  In  this  long,  remarkable,  and  glorious  ciimpaign,  the 
soldiers  of  this  army  have  endured  fatigues,  sufferings  and  privations  which 
has  been  undergone,  and  duty  performed,  while  establishing  for  them  the  liiglit^e 
will  never  be  known  or  related.  The  quiet  and  heroic  patience  with  which  all 
reputation  as. soldiers,  will  still  tend  to  cause  their  hardships  to  be  forgotten. 
Starting  without  transportation,  and  with  only  the  supplies  for  an  expedition  of 
three  or  six  weeks,  these  things  have  been  required  to  last  for  four  inouthii,  m 
that  often  our  officers,  lying  in  the  dirt  and  rain  for  days  without  shelt^jr,  have 
been  unable  to  perserve  the  ordinary  cleanliness  which  is  essential  to  health,  and 
many  have  broken  down  for  want  of  proper  food.  .During  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  our  men  have  lain  constantly  under  the  enemy's  fire,  at  any  mom(^nt  likely 
to  be  picked  off,  while  the  sound,  not  of  distant  artillery  and  musketry,  but  of 
the  closely  whistling  bullet  and  bursting  shell,  has  seldom  been  out  of  their 
ears  ;  the  rest  which  they  have  experienced  by  the  simple  cessation  of  these  noises 
has  been  great.  Our  losses  in  the  slow  operations  uf  the  trench,  on  picket,  i»n 
daily  and  nightly  skirmishes,  as  well  as  in  the  battle,  although  distributed  over 
a  great  length  of  time,  yet  equal  in  the  aggregate  the  casualties  of  the  greatest 
battles. 
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The  following  report  exhibits  the  total  loss  of  the  division  in  killed  and  tooundcd 
during  the  campaign  from  tlie  1th  of  May  to  the  1th  of  September. 
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Total  of  division 

14 
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57 

852 

1 

16 

70 

1,155 

1,225 

This  loss  of  1,225  officers  and  men  is  to  be  compared,  not  with  the  aggregate 
effective  force  of  8,460  men  with  which  we  entered  upon  the  campaign,  but 
with  a  much  smaller  average  in  the  field,  as  the  time  of  many  regiments  soon 
expired,  reducing  our  strength,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  to  an  aggregate  of 
4,840,  officers  and  men. 

The  following  table  of  effective  force,  made  since  the  close  of  the  campaign, 
may  be  profitably  compared  with  that  of  the  7th  of  May : 

EFFECTIVE  FORCE  OF  THE  THIRD  DIVISION  I4TH  CORPS,  SEPTEMBER  12,  1864. 

First  brigade — Colonel  M,  C,  Hunter,  82<£  Indiana^  commanding. 
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Hoadqnarters  first  brigade , 

17th  Ohio  voluntcjers,  Colonel  Durbin  Ward 

3l8t  Ohio  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  \V.  Lister 

89th  Ohio  volunteers.  Colonel  C.  H.  Carleton 

92d  Ohio  volunteers,  Colonel  B.  D.  Fearing 

82d  Indiana  volunteers.  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  H.  Mathew 
23d  Marj-land  volunteers.  Colonel  W.  B.  Robinson  .u 

Total  effective  force 


10 
21 
15 
9 
16 
16 
24 


111 


60 
47 
371 
187 
275 
196 
500 


2,006 


70 
438 
386 
196 
291 
212 
524 


2,117 
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Second  brigade — Colonel  N.  Gleason,  eighty-seventh  Indiana^  commanding. 


a 


Headquarters  second  brigade 

2d  Minnesota  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  N.  Bishop. . 
105th  Ohio  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  G.  F.  Perkins  ... 

75th  Indiana  volunteers,  Major  C.  I.  McCall 

d7th  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  E.  T.  Hammoni 
lOlst  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Thomas  Doan. 

Total  effective  force 


8G  I     J,4G5  I    1,551 


Third  brigade — Colonel  George  P,  Este,  Jourteenth   Ohio  volunteer  infantry, 

commanding. 


Headquarters  third  briprade 

10th  Kentucky  volunteers,  Colonel  W.  C.  Hays 

74th  Indiana  volunteers,  Major  Thomas  Morgan 

38th  Ohio  volunteers,  Captain  J.  Wapstaff 

14th  Ohio  volunteers.  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  D.  Kingsbury 

Total  effective  force 

Regiments  detached : 
10th  Indiana  volunteers,  Lt.  Col.  M.  B.  Taylor,  at  Marietta,  Ga.. 
Idth  Kentucky  volunteers,  Lt  Col.  H.  K.  Milwood,  at  liiuggold,  Ga. 

Effective  force  of  detached  regiments 

Total  effective  force  of  division 


®  i 


54i 
*J97 

3:w 


59       1,113 


64 
197 
ST)? 
31 16 
aw 


i,i:-i 


2UG  I    5,145  ;      5,441 


The  division  captured  during  the  few  months  nine  hundred  and  eight  (908) 
men,  including  sixty-one  (61)  officers.  One  hundred  and  fortj-seven  of  theae 
desired  to  be  sent  to  the  rear  and  classed  as  deserters,  the  rest  as  prisoners  of 
war.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  that,  while  the  division  has  not  lost  in  all  twenty 
(20)  prisoners,  it  has  taken  from  the  rebel  army,  independent  of  those  killed 
and  wounded,  almost  as  many  men  as  it  has  lost  in  battle.  Some  flags  have 
been  captured,  but  not  all  turned  over  to  me;  of  material  trophies,  however, 
we  have  obtained  little,  except  arms  of  no  great  value  to  our  army^  This  long 
record  would  be  incomplete  should  I  fail  to  mention  especially  the  five  officers 
who,  as  brigade  commanders,  have  been  my  chief  assistants  in  the  campaign. 

Brigadier  General  J.  13.  Turchin,  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  educated  and 
scientific  soldiers  in  the  country,  and  a  more  devoted  patriot  than  most  of  those 
born  upon  our  soil,  commanded  the  first  brigade  with  disthiguis>hed  ability 
during  the  first  half  of  the  campaign.  He  was  then,  by  a  failure  of  health,  com- 
|>elled  to  resign,  thus  inflicting  a  great  loss  upon  the  service. 

Colonel  F.  Van  Detveei,  \\m\.^-^^\\iOVv:i  N^VajcX^^irs^the  brave  and  accom- 
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plished  commander  of  the  second  brigade  at  Ghickamanga  and  at  Mission  ridge, 
remained  with  the  command  until  the  end  of  June.  He  also  has»  by  expiration 
of  service,  been  returned  to  civil  life. 

Colonel  G.  P.  Este,  who  has  commanded  the  third  brigade  during  the  cam- 
paign ;  Colonel  W.  Gleason,  who  succeeded  Colonel  Van  Derveer  in  command 
of  the  second  brigade,  and  Colonel  M.  B.  Walker,  who  has  succeeded  Brigadier 
General  Turchin,  have  all  exhibited  a  high  degree  of  capacity.  Their  devotion 
to  duty,  their  bravery  in  action,  and  tlieir  distinguished  services  throughout 
the  campaign  merit  reward,  and  I  recommend  them  for  promotion  or  brevets. 

To  the  officers  of  my  own  staff  my  own  thanks  and  the  thanks  of  the  command 
are  due  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  their  duties  have  been  performed,  and 
the  promptness  with  which  we  have  been  kept  supplied. 

Those  who  have  remained  with  me  in  the  field,  sharing  all  the  hardships,  pri- 
vations, and  dangers  of  the  campaign,  are  deserving  of  special  honorable  men- 
tion. They  are  :  Major  J.  A.  Lowrie,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Major  J.  A. 
Connelly,  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  Illinois  volunteers,  assistant  inspector 
general;  Captain  John  Moulton,  second  Minnesota  volunteers,  provost  marshal ; 
Captain  E.  K.  Buttrick,  Wisconsin  volunteers;  Captain  John  W.  Acheson, 
assistant  adjutant  general ;  Lieutenant  Ira  C.  Lawver,  ninety-second  Illinois, 
aide-de-camp;  Lieutenant  George  K.  Anderson,  fifteenth  United  States  infantry, 
acting  commissary  of  musters  and  acting  aide-de-camp;  Surgeon  F.  Lloyd, 
United  States  volunteers,  medical  director. 

I  commend  these  officers  to  the  favorable  notice  of  my  commanders  with 
whom  they  may  hereafter  serve. 
Respectfully  submitted : 

A.  BAIRD, 
Brigadier  General^  Commanding  Division, 

Official: 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

A  true  copy  : 

S.  C.  KELLOGG, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide  de-camp. 


Hbadquarters  20th  Corps,  Army  op  the  Cumberland, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  19,  1864. 

General:  Ihave  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a  report  of  the  division 
and  brigade  commanders  of  this  corps  of  the  operations  of  their  respective  com- 
mands during  the  recent  campaign. 

The  corps  was  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Hooker  from  the  com- 
mencem'nt  of  the  campaign  till  July  27.  A  report  of  its  operations  during 
this  period  will  probably  be  forwarded  you  by  General  Hooker.  I  have  sent 
him  duplicates  of  the  enclosed  papers. 

Brigadier  General  A.  S.  Williams  was  in  command  of  the  corps  from  July  27 
to  August  27.  I  enclose  his  report  for  this  period.  The  corps  marched  from 
its  position  near  Atlanta  during  the  night  of  August  25,  and  took  position  on 
the  Chattahoochee  river,  covering  the  railroad  bridge  and  the  fords  at  Pace's  and 
Turner's  ferries— the  first  division  near  the  bridge,  the  second  at  Pace's  ferry, 
and  the  third  at  Turner's  ferry.  From  the  27th  of  August  till  September  1  the 
troops  were  engaged  in  constructing  works,  strengthening  their  works,  and  re- 
connoitring parties  out  daily  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  Atlanta. 

On  the  night  of  September  1  heavy  explosions  were  heard  in  direction  of  At- 
lanta, and  a  force  was  at  once  ordered  from  each  division  to  make  reconnoissance 
in  this  direction. 

The  command  from  the  thirl  division,  under  Colonel  Coburn,Qw^>^Y^^^^^sxss5^ 
the  city  was  met  by  the  mayor,  who  made  a  formal  surreudex  <^1  n^'^nj^^^  "^s^ 
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bim.  and  informed  Colonel  Coburn  tb»at  the  enemy  bad  evacuated  during  tte 
previous  night ;  that  the  only  troops  then  in  the  city  consisted  of  a  force  of  cav- 
alry under  General  Ferguson.  On  entering  the  city  a  few  shots  were  eicbanged 
between  our  troops  and  this  body  of  cavalry ;  about  one  hundred  prisoners  were 
taken.  I  at  once  moved  forward  seven  brigades  of  my  command  and  occupied 
the  works  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  left  in  his  works  and  in  the  city  twenty 
(20)  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  small  arms.  He  destroyed  six  lo- 
comotives, and  eighty-one  cars  loaded  with  ammunition,  small-aims,  and  stores. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Major  General  Commandhg. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  D.  Whipple,  Assistant  Adjutant  General^ 

Headquarters  Department  Cumberland. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Atlanta^  Ga,  September  20,  1S64. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reports  of  the  movements 
of  the  20th  army  corps  while  under  my  command,  from  July  28  to  August  %! 
last,  inclusive. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  in  obodience  to  Special  Orders  No.  215,  department  of 
the  Cumberland,  I  assumed  command  of  the  corps,  Major  General  Hooker  having 
been  relieved  at  his  own  request. 

At  this  time  the  first  division  of  the  corps  occupied  the  breastworks,  still  in- 
complete, connecting  on  its  right  with  the  14th  corps,  near  the  Western  and 
Atlanta  railroad,  about  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  Atlanta,  and  extended 
northeasterly,  with  the  second  (Geary's)  division  on  its  left,  connecting  with 
the  works  of  the  4th  corps.     The  third  (Ward's  division)  was  in  reserve. 

On  the  29th  of  July  Ward's  division  was  sent,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of 
the  major  general  commanding  the  department,  to  support  Davis's  division  of  the 
14th  corps  in  making  a  reconnoissance  to  the  right  of  the  army. 

On  July  30  Brigadier  General  Knipe,  commanding  fir^t  div'ision,  was  ordered 
to  take  and  occupy  a  hill  not  over  three  hundred  (300)  yards  distiint  from  one 
of  the  enemy's  field-works  on  the  Marietta  road,  and  about  the  same  distance  in 
front  of  the  interval  between  first  and  second  brigades  of  first  divi:*ion.  It  wm 
occupied  by  the  enemy's  pickets  in  strong  pits  and  defences,  and  its  crest  and 
approaches  were  under  close  fire  of  his  works.  The  picket  line  of  this  division, 
supported  by  two  small  regiments,  made  a  dash  for  the  hill  and  seized  it  with 
a  loss  of  but  four  (4)  men,  capturing  one  hundred  and  eleven  (111)  men  and 
eight  (8)  commissioned  officers,  and  one  wounded  of  the  enemy's  picket.  Before 
the  crest  could  be  intrenched,  the  enemy  opened  upon  our  men  from  several  bat- 
teries, and  during  the  day  detachments  from  the  first  division  lost,  in  holding  it, 
two  (2)  officers  killed,  and  eleven  (11)  men  killed  and  fifty-seven  (57)  wounded. 
We,  however,  held  and  strongly  fortified  the  hill,  compelling  the  enemy  to  per- 
manently close  all  the  embrasures  on  the  front  face  of  his  nearest  work-*.  The 
hill  remained  in  onr  possession  till  the  corps  withdrew  to  the  Chattahoochee. 
For  the  purpose  of  burning  some  buildings  upon  it,  this  same  hill  had  been  pre- 
viously taken  by  our  picket  line,  supported  by  the  thirteenth  New  Jersey  vol- 
unteers, under  Colonel  E.  A.  Cannan,  general  officer  of  the  day,  in  which  affair 
we  captured  about  twenty  of  the  enemy,  with  a  loss  of  one  killed  and  three  (3) 
wounded.  No  eflbrt  was  made  to  hold  the  hill  at  that  time,  and  the  enemy 
strongly  re-enforced  the  picket  upon  it. 

On  the  3d  of  August  Ward's  division  returned  from  the  reconnoissance 
towards  the  right,  and  on  the  4th  relieved  two  divisions  of  the  14th  corps,  and 
occupied  their  works.  The  third  brigade,  first  division,  1 4th  corps,  remained, 
and  was  temporarily  placed  under  the  orders  of  Brigadier  General  Ward,  com- 
manding the  third  division,  20ih  corps.     Ourkue  at  this  time  extended  two  and 
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a  half  (2J)  miles.  From  the  5th  to  the  lOtli  of  August  tlie  line  of  Ward's  di- 
vision was  several  times  moved  forward,  (gaining  towards  the  enemy's  works 
from  a  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile,)  and  new  works  were  built,  keeping  up 
connexion  on  the  right  of  Corse's  division  of  the  IGth  corps.  The  line  of 
Rodgers,  second  brigade,  was  also  moved  forward,  to  perfect  the  line  between 
the  left  of  Ward's  division  and  first  division,  first  brigade.  Geary  also  estab- 
lished and  completed  his  line  in  advance  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  corps  con- 
necting with  the  4th  corps. 

From  11th  to  25th  August  no  changes  of  consequence  were  made  in  the  line. 
The  firing  of  the  light  and  rifled  guns  of  the  corps  was  daily  kept  up  upon  the 
town  and  the  enemy's  works,  and  several  noisy  demonstrations  were  made  by 
our  heavy  skirmish  line,  in  obedience  to  superior  orderp.  No  organized  advance 
upon  the  enemy's  position  was  attempted.  Casualties,  though  not  large,  were 
of  daily  occurrence. 

On  the  25th  of  August  the  wagons,  ambulances,  and  a  portion  of  the  artillery 
having  been  removed  the  previous  day,  and  the  remainder  just  after  dark,  the 
several  divisions  were  withdrawn  from  our  main  line  about  8  o'clock  p  m.,  and 
massed  about  eight  hundred  yards  in  the  rear.  The  first  division,  General 
Knipe  commanding,  with  Harrison's  brigade  of  the  third  division,  was  placed 
near  the  Montgomery  ferry  road ;  the  second  (Geary's)  division,  near  the  Powell 
Mill  and  Pace's  ferry  road ;  and  two  brigades  of  the  third  (Ward's)  division,  near 
the  Turner's  ferry  road.  These  several  columns  were  ordered  to  move  on  these 
roads  towards  the  Chattahoochee  as  soon  as  the  rear  of  the  4th  corps,  marching 
from  our  left,  had  passed  their  respective  positions. 

Knipe  was  ordered  to  take  up  a  line  on  the  south  side  of  Montgomery  ferry, 
at  the  rail  crossing,  and  to  protect  the  bridges  there,  throwing  Harrison's  brigade 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  Geary  was  directed  to  occupy  the  high  ground 
about  the  military  bridge  at  Pace's  ferry  with  two  brigades,  and  send  one  to  the 
prominent  bluff  about  a  mile  north  of  the  railroad  crossing  at  Montgomery  ferry. 
Ward  was  to  hold  the  hills  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Turner's  ferry.  The 
columns  were  not  able  to  move  before  2  o'clock  at  night.  The  picket  line  was 
not  withdrawn  from  our  works  until  near  daylight.  Each  column  reached  its 
proper  position  on  the  river,  and  the  pickets  rejoined  their  commands  without 
molestation  and  without  loss.  Subsequently  attacks  of  no  very  serious  char- 
acter were  made  upon  both  Geary's  and  Ward's  defences  and  were  easily  repulsed. 

On  the  27th  of  August  I  was  relieved  by  Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum,  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  to  command  the  corps,  and  on  the  following  morning 
resumed  command  of  my  division.  During  my  brief  command  of  the  corps  I 
received  the  cheerful  and  effective  co-operation  of  the  division  commanders  and 
of  the  staff* oflScers  of  the  corps.  I  ought  especially  to  name  Lieutenant  Colonel 
H.  W.  Perkins,  assistant  adjutant  general,  whose  industry,  experience,  and 
capacity  in  his  department,  I  found  of  especial  value.  Lieutenant  Colonel  C. 
W.  Asmuson,  assistant  inspector  general,  who,  in  addition  to  his  office  duties, 
rendered  n^e  most  valuable  assistance  in  establishing^  lines  and  constructing  new 
defensive  works;  Captain  S.  E.  Pitman,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Captain  A. 
T.  Masoy,  ofte  hundred  and  twenty-third  New  York  volunteers,  assistant  aide- 
de-camp,  and  First  Lieutepant  George  Robinson,  aide-de-camp,  acted  as  my  per- 
sonal staff"  while  I  was  in  command  of  the  corps. 

Tiie  report  of  division  commanders,  which  have  already  been  forwarded,  will 
give  a  list  of  ciisualties  and  additional  detail  of  the  movements  and  operations 
of  their  respective  commands  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier  Gineral  of  Volunfeers, 

Brig.  General  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  De^t  of  the  Cumberland,. 
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Headquarters  Second  Division  20th  Army  Corps, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  15,  1864. 

Colonel:  In  pursuance  of  orders,  I  liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  campaign  ju^t  terminated  by 
the  capture  of  Atlanta.  The  consolidation  of  the  11th  and  12th  army  corps 
having  been  ordered,  the  three  brigades  composing  the  second  division  of  the 
corps  were,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  hundred  and  ninth  regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania veteran  volunteers,  (which  remained  as  a  nucleus  of  a  new  brigade,) 
consolidated  into  two,  the  first  and  third.  The  first  brigade  consisted  of  the 
twenty-eighth  and  one  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and 
the  fifth,  seventh,  twenty-ninth,  and  sixty- sixth  regiments  of  Ohio  volunteers, 
composting  an  effective  force  of  2,846  officers  and  men,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Charles  Candy.  The  second  brigade  was  composed  of  the  twcnty-eevenib, 
seventy-third,  and  one  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  of  the  one 
hundred  and  nineteenth,  one  hundred  and  thirty-forth,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty-forth  New  York  volunteers,  and  of  the  thirty-third  regiment.  New  Jersey 
volunteers,  containing  an  effective  force  of  1,762  officers  and  men,  commmded 
by  Colonel  Adolph  Buschbeck.  With  the  exception  of  the  one  hundred  and 
ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers  all  the  regiments  comprising  this  brigade  were 
formerly  connected  with  the  11th  corps.  The  third  brigade  consisted  of  the 
twenty-ninth  and  one  hundred  and  eleventh  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers, and  of  the  sixtieth,  seventy-eighth,  one  hundred  and  second,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seventh  and  one  hunclred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  volunteers,  con- 
tAiniiig  an  effective  force  of  2,643  officers  and  men,  commanded  by  Colonel 
David  Ireland.  The  artillery  attached  to  the  division,  comprised  Independent 
Pennsylvania  battery  E,  commonly  known  as  Knapp's  Pennsylvania  battery, 
and  the  thirteenth  New  York  battery,  both  commanded  by  Captain  "William 
Wheeler  as  chief  of  the  division  of  artillery,  which  numbered  256  officers  and 
men  effective  for  the  field  The  total  effective  force  of  the  division,  including 
officers  and  men  of  the  headquarters  of  the  division,  was  7,043;  the  aggregate 
of  nfficers  and  m^n  of  all  conclitions  present  in  the  division  being  7,607. 

At  the  date  of  the  reception  of  marching  orders,  as  for  some  time  previously, 
the  first  brigade  garrisoned  the  post  of  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  and  vicinity ;  the 
third  brigade  occupied  Stevenson  and  the  railroad  westward  to  Anderson;  the 
second  brigade,  lying  near  the  base  of  Lookout  mountain,  formed  part  of  the 
guard  for  the  valley. 

On  the  1st  of  May  orders  were  received  directing  me  to  convene  my  division 
at  Bridgeport,  at  which  place  Ireland's  brigade  joined  me  on  the  evening  of  the 
second. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  I  received  a  despatch  from  Major  General 
Hooker  directing  me  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  move,  and  during  the 
day,  from  the  same  source,  an  order  to  move  on  the  morning  of  the  third  towards 
Chattanooga  valley. 

May  3,  1S64. — At  9  o'clock  a.  m.  the  first  and  third  brigades  set  forward, 
and  after  marching  until  2  p.  m.,  I  halted  them  at  Shellmound  in  order  that  my 
wagon  train  might  reach  me  without  overtasking  the  mules,  many  of  which  had 
never  before  been  harnessed.  A  few  days  previously,  under  orders  from  Major 
General  Thomas,  1  had  detached  Colonel  Pardee,  one  hundred  and  forty -seventh 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  with  400  of  the  first  brigade,  to  tjike  charge  of  and 
man  one  of  the  gunboats  recently  built  at  Bridgeport  for  the  pur^Kise  of  pitrol- 
ling  the  river  (Tennessee)  westward.  The  duties  reouired  of  this  detachment 
were  performed ;  and  having  taken  up  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Larkinsville  it  was 
brought  saf(fly  to  Bridgeport,  where  the  gunboat  was  turned  over  to  Captain 
Edwards,  assistant  quartermaster  and  on  the  evening  of  the  third.  Colonel  Par- 
dee joined  me  at  Shellmound.     Another  detachment  of  my  division  joined  me 
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at  the  Bame  place,  being  a  party  of  mechanica  whom  I  had  detailed  to  construct, 
under  my  personal  supervision,  a  roadway  for  wagons  on  the  railroad  bridge 
across  the  Tennessee  at  Bridgeport. 

May  4. — The  weather  being  sultry  I  marched  at  early  dawn,  and  with 
fcarcely  an  incident  worthy  of  note  passed  Whiteside  and  Lookout  valley,  crossed 
Lookout  mountain,  and  encamped  in  the  Chattanooga  valley;  the  distance 
travelled  being  twenty-two  miles.  Here  I  was  joined  by  Buschbcck's  brigade, 
which  had  marched  from  Lookout  valley  during  the  afternoon. 

May  5. — My  division  for  the  first  time  entirely  united.  Marched  via  Rose 
gap,  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Gordon's  springs,  but  the  roads  in  that  direction 
being  thronged  with  troops,  my  orders  were  changed  and  I  marched  to  Post  Oak 
church,  four  miles  from  Ringgold.     Near  this  point  the  division  encamped. 

May  6. — Marched  thence  to  Pea  Vine  church,  which  was  reached  before  noon. 
Here  the  division  encamped  in  order  of  battle. 

3fay  7. — Leaving  Pea  Vine  church  my  command  crossed  Taylor's  ridge, 
passed  Gordon's  springs,  near  which  I  met  General  Kilpatrick,  in  his  movements 
upon  Villanow,  with  the  other  brigades.  I  reached  Thornton's  farm,  on  the 
Rome  road,  shortly  before  dusk.  Here  I  encamped,  my  line  moving  parallel  to 
the  road,  which  was  commanded  on  my  right  by  a  section  of  the  thirteenth  New 
York  battery.     The  night  passed  without  an  attack, 

MILL  CREEK  GAP. 

May  8. — I  received  orders  as  follows :  "  March  without  delay  to  seize  the  gap 
in  the  Rocky  Land  ridge  called  Babb's,  and  to  establish  yourself  strongly  at  that 
place.  Take  your  two  brigades,  and  send  word  as  soon  as  you  are  in  position. 
Take  no  wagons  and  but  few  ambulances."  Having  no  map  of  the  road  or 
country  I  took  a  citizen  as  guide  and  moved  as  ordered  with  my  two  brigades 
and  two  batteries  of  artillery  at  1 1  o'clock  a.  m.  The  road  taken  was  narrow 
and  hilly,  but  was  by  several  miles  the  most  direct  to  the  point  designated,  the 
distance  by  it  being  five  miles.  On  reaching  Mill  Creek  valley,  at  the  foot  of 
Chattooga  ridge,  (named  in  the  order  Rocky  Land  ridge,)  my  skirmishers  came 
upon  the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets  near  Babb's  house;  these  retreated  hastily 
across  Mill  creek,  pursued  by  my  skirmishers,  and  made  their  way  to  the  moun- 
tain crest,  by  the  only  road,  that  leading  to  Dalton.  My  preparations  were  im- 
mediately made  for  attacking  the  enemy,  who  were  in  plain  sight  along  the  crest 
of  the  mountain.  The  entire  range  hero  is  known  as  the  Chattooga  ridge, 
one  of  that  numerous  class  in  northern  Georgia  to  which  Mission  and  Taylor 
ridges  also  belong;  its  sides,  steep,  covered  with  forest  and  corrugated  with  ridgy 
spurs  and  formation  of  rock,  rise  abruptly  from  the  banks  of  Mill  creek,  which 
flows  along  its  base  in  a  northerly  direction.  The  banks  of  the  creek  are  fringed 
with  marshy  thickets,  and  the  creek  itself  is  a  sluggish  muddy  stream  with 
treacherous  bottom. 

John's  mountain  is  a  peak  continuous  with  the  ridge,  but  rising  above  the  re- 
mainder of  it  about  200  feet,  and  situated  south  by  west  four  miles  from  Dalton. 
The  main  road  from  Lafayette  to  Dalton  crosses  Mill  creek  at  Hall's  mill,  thence 
winds  up  the  steep  ascent  to  an  elevation  of  800  feet  from  the  valley,  and  there 
crosses  the  ridge.  This  roadway  has  been  cut  out  from  the  mountain  side  and 
through  the  pallisades  which  crest  the  mountain,  from  which  fact  comes  the  name 
of  Dug  gap.  Along  the  top,  facing  westward  for  miles  on  either  side  of  the 
pass,  rise  pallisades  of  rock  impossible  to  scale  and  to  be  passed  only  through  a 
few  narrow  clefts  filled  with  loose  rocks  and  wide  enough  to  admit  five  or  six 
men  abreast.  This  summit  I  closely  scanned  while  forming  for  the  attack  on 
either  side  of  the  pass  and  along  the  crest  of  John's  mountain.  In  addition 
to  the  natural  strength  of  the  position  were  breastworks  occupied  li^  ^^^  <!SQ>&\a:^ 
but  in  what  force  could  only  be  tested  by  attack.     McGill's  Pii\i\var^\^^^^^i»^- 
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tery,  3-inch  RDdman  guns,  were  placed  in  position  in  thefiedl  near  Babb'shonse, 
from  which  they  could  reach  the  crest  with  their  fire,  and  the  fifth  and  sixty -sixth 
Ohio  vohmteers,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  vohmteers  of 
my  first  brigade,  were  left  as  guard  to  the  artillery.  The  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers  and  thirty-third  New  Jersey  volunteers  of  my  sec- 
ond brigade  were  both  absent,  the  former  as  guard  to  the  train,  (wa«^on,)  tlie  latter 
having  been  on  picket  duty.  With  the  rest  of  my  command  I  crossed  the  creek 
in  front  of  Babb*s  house  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  advanced  the  one  hundred  and 
nineteenth  New  York  volunteers,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  up  the  mountain, 
followed  by  Buschbeck's  brigade  on  the  right  and  Candy's  on  the  left,  each 
disposed  in  two  lines  of  battle ;  knapsacks  had  been  unslung  and  piled  before 
commencing  the  ascent.  Half-way  up  the  firing  became  lively.  The  enemy 
had  posted  skirmishers  thickly  across  the  steep  face  of  the  ridge  behind  rock?, 
logs,  and  trees,  and  their  fire  was  galling  and  destructive.  Our  skirmish  line 
advancing  rapidly,  though  they  had  to  fairly  climb  up  the  rough  ascent,  drove 
those  opposed  to  them  back  with  loss,  and  reached  the  foot  of  the  palisades. 
Meantime  my  main  lines  pressed  steadily  forward,  under  a  severe  musketry  fire 
from  the  top  of  the  palisades,  until  the  advance  regiments  were  halted  to  rest  and 
form  on  the  ground  held  by  our  skirmishers.  The  general  line  of  advance  had 
inclined  at  an  angle  towards  the  Dalton  road,  and  my  extreme  left  was  now 
across  it.  The  atmosphere  was  hot  and  stifling,  and  the  ascent  was  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulty.  After  a  halt  of  fifteen  minutes  the  palisades  were  charged 
impetuously  by  portions  of  both  brigades,  Buschbeck's  on  the  right,  and  Candy's 
on  both  sides  of  the  road.  The  attack  was  a  most  gallant  one,  officers  and  men 
rushing  through  the  few  narrow  apertures  or  climbing  the  precipice.  Many  of 
them  gained  the  crest,  but  were  met  by  a  tremendous  fire  from  a  second  line  of 
works,  which  were  invisible  from  below,  and  were  shot  down  or  were  compelled 
to  jump  back  for  their  lives.  Here  hand-to-hand  encounters  took  place,  and  stones 
as  well  as  bullets  were  used  as  elements  in  the  combat,  the  enemy  rolling  them 
over  the  precipice,  endangering  our  troops  below.  Failing  to  hold  the  cre>t  after 
two  separate  assaults,  our  front  line  was  withdrawn  about  150  yards,  and 
reformed  in  preparation  for  another  effort.  Knowing  that  the  enemy  would  hasten 
re-enforcwnents  to  the  point  attacked,  I  deemed  it  important  to  lose  no  time. 
One  plan  rem  lined  to  be  tried.  My  rifled  battery  (McGill's)  had  crossed  the 
creek  near  Babb's  house,  and  taken  position  on  a  cleared  knoll  at  the  ba«»e  of 
the  ridge.  By  my  order  it  now  opened  a  steady  and  well  directed  fire  on  the 
enemy's  position.  Under  cover  of  this  fire  the  thirty-third  New  Jersey  vohm- 
teers, which  had  just  arrived,  was  ordered  to  ascend  the  mountain  and  attempt 
to  gain  the  crest  about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  point  previously  attacked,  and 
at  a  place  where  the  enemy  did  not  show  a  strong  force.  In  the  mean  time  my  main 
body  were  directed  to  keep  the  enemy  in  their  front  busy,  and  to  support  the 
movement  promptly,  again  charging  the  crest  in  their  front  as  soon  us  cheers 
from  the  thirty-third  New  Jersey  volunteers  should  indicate  their  success  on  the 
enemy's  flank.  The  order  was  promptly  executed,  but  it  was  found  impossihle, 
by  the  thirty- third  New  Jersey  volunteers,  to  gain  the  palisades  at  the  point 
aimed  at  on  account  of  their  high  precipitous  formation,  and  they  were  obliged  to 
oblique  a  little  to  the  left.  There,  finding  a  few  narrow  apertures,  they  rushed 
through,  where  but  two  or  three  could  climb  abreast,  and  the  first  of  them  reaching 
the  crest,  their  loud  cheers  were  re-echoed  along  the  lines.  At  this  signal  the 
other  regiments  rushed  again  to  the  assault,  and  a  portion  of  the  twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  volunteers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  and  one  hundred 
and  fit  ty-fourth  New  York  volunteers  again  reached  the  summit,  but  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  hold  it;  so  few  at  a  time  could  clamber  up  through  the  narrow  clefts,  that 
the  enemy  overwhelmed  them  and  forced  them  off  the  cliffs.  During  these 
several  assaults  to  the  right  of  the  pass  the  twenty  ninth  Ohio  veteran  voluntecrt 
had  fought  heroically  on  the  left  of  it,  and  having  lost  very  heayily,  the  fifth  and 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS.  317 

sixty-sixth  Ohio  volunteers  bad  been  brought  up  to  its  support.  It  was  now  dusk, 
and  official  information  was  brought  me  from  Colonel  Ireland,  commanding  my 
third  brigade,  that  the  movement  on  Snake  Creek  gap  was  successful,  and  it 
was  in  full  possession  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  object  of  my  effort 
having  been  fully  accomplished  by  securing  the  attention  of  the  enemy  while 
General  McPherson's  movement  was  made  on  Snake  Creek  gap,  I  deemed 
further  continuance  of  the  action  unnecessary,  and  decided  to  withdraw  to  the 
foot  of  the  m  mntain.  Two  sections  of  McGill's  bakery  were  brought  across  Mill 
creek  at  Hall's  mill,  and  from  a  position  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  ou  the  left  of 
the  road,  they  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  on  the  enemy.  The  fifth,  seventh,  and 
sixty-sixth  Ohio  volunteers,  which  had  not  been  seriously  engaged,  were  so 
deployed  as  to  cover  the  movement.  Our  dead  and  wounded  were  all  removed 
to  the  field  hospitals,  and  my  entire  command  was  withdrawn  and  encamped 
around  and  near  Babb*s  house,  such  disposition  being  made  of  the  troops  as  to 
hold  the  position  against  attack  from  any  direction.  During  the  night  breast- 
works were  constructed  encircling  our  encampment  irf  an  almost  continuous  line. 
Ireland's  brigiide,  having  marched  from  Snake  Creek  gap,  rejoined  me  about  1 0 
o'clock  p.  m.  The  work  assigned  to  this  brigade  had  been  successfully  performed. 
In  conjunction  with  General  Kilputrick's  cavalry  it  had  marched  from  Gordon's 
Springs  to  Villanow,  and  from  thence  to  Snake  Creek  gap.  which  it  held  until 
General  McPherson  arrived  there,  thus  covering  the  movement  of  the  army  of 
the  Tennessee  from  the  observations  of  the  enemy.  For  the  particulars  of  this 
expedition  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  official  report  of  the  operations  of  Colonel 
Ireland's  brigade.  I  learned  from  prisoners  and  deserters  that  the  troops  opposed 
to  us  in  this  action  comprised  a  brigade  of  Arkansas  infantry,  two  regiments  of 
Kentucky  cavalry,  and  Cleburn's  division,  which  was  brought  as  support  during 
the  pendency  of  the  battle;  also  that  the  enemy  lost  in  killed  69,  which  exceeded 
*the  number  killed  in  my  command,  indicating  that  their  casualties  at  least 
equalled  mine. 

To  Colonel  Charles  Candy,  commanding  first  brigade,  I  am  indebted  for  his 
promptness  and  efficiency  in  handling  his  troops  under  a  persistent  and  galling 
fire.  Captain  Wheeler,  my  chief  of  artillery,  proved  himself  a  master  hand  in 
this  hid  first  action  under  my  command. 

I  must  mention,  with  special  commendation.  Captains  Davis,  Veals,  and  Lam- 
bert, of  my  staff,  who  (exhibited  more  then  ordinary  gallantry,  forming  the  troops 
and  assisting  personally  in  the  heroic  assaults  made  to  the  very  summit  of  the 
ridge.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Flynn  and  Major  Fitzpatrick,  of  the  twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  Colonel  Fitch  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hayes,  of  the 
twenty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jackson,  of  the  one  hundred 
and  thirty -fourth,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Allen,  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  fourth 
New  York  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fourat,  thirty-third  New  Jersey  volun- 
teers, and  Major  Cresson,  seventy-third  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  also  deserve 
special  mention.  They  with  their  n-giments  sustained  the  burden  of  the  conflict, 
and  performed  their  duty  in  the  most  trying  positions.  Captain  H.  C.  Bartlett, 
thirty-third  New  Jersey  volunteers,  an  oflicer  of  great  bravery  and  merit,  was 
killed  at  the  head  of  his  company  after  he  had  reached  the  crest  of  the  palisades. 
The  loss  in  the  twenty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers  was  particularly  severe.  Colonel 
Fitch  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hayes,  two  of  my  best  field  officers,  both  received 
wounds  that  will  [irobably  disable  them  for  further  service  in  the  field.  The 
adjutant  of  that  regiment  was  mortally,  and  several  of  the  line  officers  severely 
wounded.  Major  Fitzpatrick  of  twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  a  most 
gallant  officer,  was  wounded  by  three  bullets  passing  through  both  legs. 
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Casualties  in  the  haith  of  Mill  Creek 
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ikfri^  9,  10,  and  11. — The  division  remained  encamped  near  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  guarding  the  approaches  to  it  and  from  it  for  a  distance  of  five  miloa. 
In  compliance  with  orders  from  Major  General  Hooker,  early  on  the  moning  of 
the  1  Itli,  I  sent  one  regiment  of  my  division,  the  thirty-third  New  Jersey  volun- 
teers, to  the  trace  on  my  left,  where  it  relieved  two  of  Butterfield'e  regiments. 

May  12. — My  whole  command  was  relieved  by  the  cavalry  division,  under 
Colonel  Edward  McCook,  and  I  marched  to  and  through  Snake  Creek  gap, 
encamping  a  short  distance  beyond  its  eastward  opening. 

May  13. — Marched  to  a  farm  near  Isaac  King's  house,  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  Resaca,  and  at  3.45  p.  m.  formed  in  columns  of  battnlious  acro88 
a  narrow  road  leading  into  the  main  road  from  Dalton  to  Calhoun,  Butter- 
field's  division  b(;ing  in  our  immediate  front,  and  Williams  in  our  front  and 
left.  At  7  p.  m.  formed  line  of  division  front,  occupying  Williams's  position, 
covering  the  main  road  from  Dalton  to  Rome,  and  throwing  up  a  line  of 
works.  The  first  brigade  resting  its  left  upon  the  road,  was  deployed  up  the 
hill  on  the  right,  the  second  and  third  brigades  occupying  the  works  on  the  left. 

BATTLE  OF  RESACA. 

May  14. — At  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I  moved  with  my 
first  and  third  brigades,  following  the  first  division,  passed  the  rear  of  the  army 
to  the  extreme  left  on  the  Dalton  and  Resaca  main  road,  at  which  point  the 
enemy  making  a  strong  attack  had  already  gained  some  advantage.  The  dis- 
tance marched  was  about  four  miles  through  fields  and  woods.  Being  delayed 
by  the  time  occupied  in  taking  position  by  the  division  preceding  me,  it  was 
after  dark  when  my  division  reached  the  position  assigned  it.  The  two  brig- 
ades were  placed  in  line  on  the  Vft  of  Williams's  division,  covering  the  Daltou 
Dad;  Ireland's  brigade,  being  the  extreme  left  flank  of  the  army,  was  refui^ed  in 
line.  These  dispositions  were  completed  and  a  connected  picket  line  established 
before  midnight.  The  enemy  (Stevenson's  division)  had  been  met  in  their 
successful  ons(!t  by  the  advance  of  our  corps  and  driven  back  quickly  in  confu- 
sion to  their  main  lines.  We  passed  the  night  in  quiet,  having  hastily  erected 
breastworks  of  rails  and  logs. 

May  15. — At  3  o'clock  a.  m.  Buschbeck's  brigade,  which  had  been  left  behind 
by  order  from  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps,  arrived  and  formed  on 
Ireland's  left  and  in  hip  rear.  My  artillery  and  trains  also  came  up  during  the 
night.  At  7  o'clock  a.  m.  I  received  orders  to  send  a  strong  rcconnoitriDg 
party  with  a  stafi"  officer  to  explore  ea.^tward  towards  the  railroad.  The  sixtieth 
New  York  volunteers,  Colonel  Goddard,and  seventy-eighth  New  York  volunteers, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cheatfield,  were  detailed  for  the  purpose,  and,  accompanied 
by  Captain  Forbes,  inspector  on  my  staff*,  performed  the  duty,  striking  the  rail- 
road near  Isaac  Adams's  house,  where  they  ascertained  the  enemy's  cavalry  to 
be  posted,  and  al.io  found  our  outposts  from  McCook's  commaud,  (cavaliy.) 
By  11  a.  m.  they  had  returned,  and  in  accordance  with  orders,  by  which  our 
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entire  corps  was  directed  to  attack  the  enemy  at  that  hoar,  my  division  moved 
to  the  right  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile,  and  there  formed  column  for  attack. 
Owing  to  the  extremely  rough  and  hilly  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  small 
compass  within  which  the  entire  corps  was  to  operate  in  the  first  charges,  the 
only  formation  by  which  my  command  could  be  handled  to  advantage  was  that 
of  column  by  regiments.     Ireland's  brigade  was  formed  in  advance,  next  Busch- 
beck's,  last  Candy's.     The  position  occupied  by  the  enemy  was  one  strongly 
intrenched  on  an  irregular  conglomerate  of  hills  with  spurs  running  in  every 
direction.     The  general  direction  of  their  main  lines  of  intrenchments  on  these 
hills  inclined  northeastward,  towards  a  bend  in  the  Conasauga  river,  forming  a 
refused  right  flank  to  their  army.     On  the  most  of  the  elevations  they  had  bat- 
teries protected  by  earthworks  of  various  descriptions,  and  so  disposed  as  to 
sweep  in  every  direction  the  lines  of  approach.     The  very  irregular  formation 
of  the  ground  gave  the  enemy  unusual  facilities  for  cross-firing  and  enfilading 
the  ground  to  be  piissed  over,  and  they,  in  posting  both  ihcir  artillery  and  in- 
fantry, availed  themselves  fully  of  these  advantages.    The  hills,  steep  and  rough, 
were  thickly  wooded,  the  narrow  ravines  between  generally  clearea.     Immedi- 
ately in  front  of  the  position  on  which  my  command  formed  the  attack,  a  small 
road  passed  a  narrow  ravine  running  from  the  enemy's  main  line  to  Dalton  road. 
Everything  being  in  readiness,  the  advance  was  ordered.     Ireland's  brigade 
crossed  a  ravine  and  a  hill  swept  by  the  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry  fire, 
and  drove  the  enemy  impetuously  from  another  hill,  and  turning  a  littl-  to  the 
right  charged  with  wild,  ringing  cheers  for  the  capture  of  a  battery  which,  from 
a  key  position,  was  dealing  death  on  every  side.     At  the  same  moment,  on 
Ireland's  left,  a  portion  of  Butterfield's  division  was  racing  with  him  for  the  same 
deadly  prize.     The  advance  of  both  commands  reached  the  battery  nearly  to- 
gether, the  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  of  Ireland's 
brigade,  under  Colonel  George  A.  Cobham,  leading,  and  forcing  its  way  through 
the  jaws  of  death  till  they  had  their  hands  upon  the  guns  and  their  colors  on 
the  earthworks,  from  which  part  of  the  guimers  had  been  driven  and  the  rest 
killed  or  captured.     This  work  was  a  sunken  one  at  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and 
open  towards  its  rear.     Twenty  yards  in  rear  was  a  line  of  breastworks,  from 
which  a  deadly  shower  of  bullets,  poured  around  and  into  the  battery,  rendered 
it  impossible  for  men  to  live  there.     Colonel  Cobham,  with  that  cool  and  accu- 
rate judgment  which  never  failed  him,  found  his  little  line  now  augmented  by 
other  portions  of  the  brigade  within  fifteen  (15)  yards  of  the  guns,  where,  by 
the  formation  of  the  ground,  his  troops  were  less  exposed  to  the  terrible  fire, 
while  at  the  same  time  his  own  muskets  covered  the  battery  from  the  front. 
During  the  advance  of  Ireland's  brigade  a  body  of  troops  from  another  division, 
8we<'ping  through  the  brigade,  had  severed  it,  and  by  my  ord<  rs  all  of  it,  except- 
ing three  regiments,  were  posted  in  reserve,  and  Colonel  Cobham  was  directed 
to  take  command  of  the  three  regiments  which  had  now  silenced  and  held  under 
command  of  their  guns  the  battery.     The  regiments  of  Bnr»chbeck's  brigade, 
which  had  advanced  gallantly,  driving  the  enemy  from  two  hills  on  the  left  of 
Cobham,  were  not  far  from  him.     With  these  three  regiments  Colonel  Lochman 
was  now  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Cobham,  which  he  did  promptly.    Between 
3  and  4  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  ordei-s  from  Major  General  Hooker,  commanding 
the  corps,  to  relieve  whatever  of  General  Butterfield's  division  was  then  holding 
position  in  the  front  line — half  of  my  second  and  third  brigades  were  then  with 
Cobham — from  the  remainder  of  my  command.     The  order  was  at  once  complied 
with,  and  all  of  General  Butterfield's  were  relieved  j  and  by  the  direct  order  of 
Major  General  Hooker,  as  well  as  my  own.  Colonel   Cobham  was  directed  to 
make  every  effort  to  secure  and  bring  off  the  battery  in  his  front.     To  this  end 
1  sent  him  as  re-enforceinents  the  fifth  Ohio  volunteers  from  Candy's  brigade, 
and  other  regiments  from  the  second  and  third  brigades,  numbering  in  all  ten  r«^- 
meuts,  and  invested  him  with  full  command  of  all  the  troops  at  tKoJV.  \^^^Nfe^ 
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point.  I  had  now  sent  liim  onelialf  of  my  entire  division.  Our  lines  were  nov 
strengthened  and  establit^bed  in  readiness  for  further  movements,  Genend  Wil- 
liams's division  being  formed  entirely  on  my  left,  and  General  ButterBeld's 
division  wholly  withdrawn  and  posted  in  reserve.  Musketry  fire  was  kept  up 
during  the  afternoon  and  night,  and  strong  works  were  thrown  up  on  the  bilU 
occupied  by  our  main  lines.  In  the  isolated  position  held  by  Cobham  it  was 
impossible  to  erect  even  a  slight  barricade  without  receiving  a  terrible  fire  from 
the  enemy,  fifty  (oO)  yards  distant.  In  front  of  my  left  and  Williams's  right 
was  a  long,l?leared  field,  occupying  two  hills  and  a  narrow  ravine,  and  extendiug: 
to  a  wooded  hill,  on  which  was  the  enemy's  main  line.  In  front  of  my  rig^lit 
was  a  field  occupying  a  long,  wide  ravine,  extending  from  the  right  of  my  line 
to  a  cleared  hill,  on  which  was  also  the  enemy's  main  line.  Through  this  ravine 
ran  the  road  previously  referred  to.  Across  the  ravine  to  my  right  were  lines 
of  intrenchments  held  by  th(^  4th  corps,  find  facing  eastward  at  right  angles  to 
my  front.  In  front  of  the  centre  of  my  main  line  a  series  of  timbered  spurs  and 
knobs  extended  half  a  mile  towards  the  enemy's  main  lines  to  the  detached 
position  held  by  Cobham.  The  troops  sent  by  me  to  his  support  were  so  dis- 
posed as  to  hold  his  flank  as  well  as  possible.  The  only  route  ot  communication 
with  him  was  by  way  of  these  timbered  ridges,  which  were  swv^pt  in  moiX 
places  by  musketry  and  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy's  main  lines.  About  5 
o'clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  (Stevenson's  division)  debouched  from  the  wood:*  in 
front  of  my  left  and  General  Williams's  right,  and  charged  in  column,  with  the 
effort  to  gain  possession  of  the  ridge  in  our  front.  The  attempt,  if  succf.-s^ful, 
would  have  exposed  Cobham  to  attack  from  every  side,  and  have  forced  him  to 
abandon  his  position ;  but,  though  the  enemy's  attiick  was  a  spirited  one,  it  faili'd. 
A  tremendous  fire,  concentrated  on  him  from  the  lines  of  my  division  and  those 
of  General  Williams,  almost  destroyed  his  leading  regiments,  (of  Brown's  rebel 
brigade,)  and  sent  the  attacking  column  back  in  confusion  to  their  intrenchm<»nt3 
after  a  half  an  hour  of  sharp  fighting.  In  this  affair  the  artillery  of  both  sides 
took  an  active  part,  canister  and  shrapnel  being  principally  used.  During  the 
engagement  Colonel  Ireland  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell,  and  the  command 
of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel  Cobham ;  that  ofiicer  being  already 
intrusted  with  the  command  of  six  regiments  and  the  special  work  of  s^'curing 
the  batt<.*ry  in  his  front,  I  directed  Colonel  W^illiam  Richards,  commanding 
twenty-ninth  Ptiunsylvania  volunteers,  to  assume  command  of  such  regiments 
as  remained  in  the  main  line.  Wheeler's  battery  had  taken  position  in  my  line 
behind  log- works  constructed  for  the  purpose.  About  dusk  Colonel  Cobham 
reported  to  me  in  person,  and  received  instructions  to  dig  through  the  works  in 
front  of  the  guns  and  bring  them  off  with  drag-ropes  during  the  night.  The 
necessary  tools  were  sent  out,  and  the  work  performed  with  alacrity  and  tact 
by  the  officers  and  men  under  his  immediate  supervision.  In  the  darkness  of 
the  night  the  men  crept  silently  on  bands  and  knees  to  the  little  fort,  and  care- 
fully removed  the  h>gs,  earthworks,  and  stones  in  front  of  the  four  guns.  At 
midnight  all  w.i^  ready ;  the  drag-ropes  were  attached  aud  manned,  a  line  of 
brave  unm  lay  with  pieces  aimed  at  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  at  one  effort  the 
guns  were  drawn  out  and  taken  rattling  down  the  hill.  Tiie  enemy,  ou  the 
alert,  sprang  over  their  breastworks  and  furiously  attacked  Cobham's  line.  The 
sharp  musketry  fire  aroused  all  our  troops.  Those  in  the  intrenchments  to  our 
right,  across  the  ravine,  not  knowing  the  meaning  of  it,  evidently  believe<l  it  to 
be  an  attiick  upon  their  mail!  line,  and  opened  a  tremendous  musketry  lixro,  much 
of  which  poured  into  Cobham's  lines  from  his  right  and  rear.  Word  was  sent 
quickly  to  them  and  their  fire  was  stopped.  Cobham  held  his  position,  drove  Iwok 
the  enemy,  and  sent  the  guns,  four  12-pounder  brass  pieces,  to  my  headtjuarters. 
This  important  achievement  was  immediately  reported  in  writing  by  me  to  Major 
General  llo(;ker,  commanding  the  corps,  and  by  my  orders  the  four  brass  pieces 
were  next  day  turned  over  to  the  ordnance  department  of  the  corps. 
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In  concluding  the  report  of  the  battle  of  Rcsaca  I  must  award  the  highest  praise 
to  Colonel  George  A.  Cobham,  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers, 
whose  distinguished  bravery,  persistence,  and  coolness  of  judgment  contributed 
BO  much  to  our  success.  The  officers  and  men  temporarily  assigned  to  his  com- 
mand entered  heartily  into  the  performance  of  the  duty  allotted  them,  while 
death  threatened  on  every  side.  The  position  taken  and  held,  and  the  duty 
performed,  including  the  capture  of  a  strongly-intrenched  and  well-defended 
Datt<Ty,  were  such  as  required  no  ordinary  amount  of  skill  and  heroism. 

Colonel  Lochman  and  Lieutenant  Colonels  Randall,  Kilpatrick,  Lloyd,  and 
Fourd,  with  the  troops  under  their  command,  rendered  good  service  in  their  ex- 
ecution of  all  orders,  the  execution  of  which  was  intrusted  to  Colonel  Cobhatn. 
Colonels  Candy  and  Ireland,  and  Captain  Wheeler,  my  chief  of  artillery,  per- 
formed their  important  shares  in  the  work  bravely,  skilfully,  and  efficiently. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  E.  F.  Floyd,  one  hundred  and  nineteenth  New  York  volun- 
teers, fell  mortally  wounded  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  while  charging  the 
enemy's  battery.  In  the  same  charge.  Captain  Charles  Woelty,  one  hundred 
and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  lost  his  life  while  his  hand  was  on  the 
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May  16. — Shortly  before  daylight  in  the  morning  it  was  found  that  the  en- 
emy had  evacuated,  which  was  immediately  communicated  to  General  Hooker. 
The  sixtieth  New  York  was  sent  to  reconnoitre  in  the  direction  of  Rcsaca. 
With  my  entire  command  in  advance  of  the  corps,  I  followed  closely  to  within 
a  mile  of  Resaca,  where  I  turned  to  the  left,  and  after  waiting  for  orders  up- 
wards of  an  hour  at  the  crossing  of  the  Newton  road,  and  ascertaining  that  the 
ferry  at  Newton  could  not  be  crossed,  I  proceeded  eastward  to  Filer  ferry,  which 
was  reached  about  9  a.  m.  Here  I  crossed  half  of  my  command  in  a  ferry- 
boat which  was  brought  from  the  opposite  shore,  the  other  half,  with  the  artil- 
lery, crossing  a  <juiirter  of  a  mile  below,  the  water  at  the  ford  being  about  three 
feet  deep.  Passing  through  the  cavalry  command  of  General  Stoneman,  I 
pressed  on  to  McClure's  ferry  on  the  Coosawattee,  a  beautiful  stream,  one  hun- 
dred yards  in  width,  on  the  southern  bank  of  which  I  found  the  enemy's  scouts. 
Posting  a  section  of  artillery  on  a  prominent  knoll  commanding  the  opposite 
bank,  to  protect  the  passage,  I  crossed  my  infantry  on  two  old  ferry-boats,  upon 
which  I  subsequently  constructed  a  bridge,  over  which  the  artillery  and  wagons 
of  ray  own  and  other  divisions  of  the  corps  were  crossed  during  the  night,  and 
on  the  following  morning  encamped  about  a  mile  south  of  the  ferry. 

Ma//  17. — At  one  p.  m.  marched  out  the  Resaca  and  Adairsville  road,  camp- 
ing near  the  junction  of  the  Adairsville  and  the  Calhoun  road,  about  4  miles 
from  Calhoun. 

Mat/  IS. — Broke  camp  at  8.J  oclock  a.  m.,  and  made  a  forward  march  of  about 
15  miles  to  the  foot  of  Gravelly  Plateau,  on  the  Cassville  road,  eight  miles  from 
Kiiigrfton,  where  I  enciimped.     Butterfield  in  my  front,  Williams  in  my  ^<sax. 

Mai/  19. — Being  ordered  to  send  one  regiment  on  a  recomioisaa.Vi5:^  VssJ^^a^ 
t21 
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Kingj«toii,  and  to  be  ready  to  support  it  with  the  entire  division,  I  sent  ont  the 
fifth  Ohio  volunteers,  and  soon  after,  under  further  orders,  I  followed  it  with  the 
whole  command.  Marching  across  Gravelly  Plateau  in  a  soutliorly  dirfctioo, 
throuji^h  unbroken  fore8tt»,  over  deep  ravines,  and  moving  my  artilltTv  with^at 
difficulty,  I  connected  with  the  14th  corps  at  10.30  a.  m.  I  moved  until  within 
sight  of  railroad  at  Kingston,  then  moving  eastward  and  at  3  p.  m.  connected 
with  Butterlit'ld  at  Price's  house,  on  the  Cassville  and  Kingston  road.  Here  I 
found  Butterfield  in  line  of  battle,  shelling  the  enemy  in  the  woods  by  order. 
By  a  recounoi^*sanc(',  sent  out  towards  the  railroad.  I  connected  with  Newton'a 
division  of  the  4th  corps,  and  then  moved  forward  (crossing  Two  Hun  creek) 
south  of  the;  main  road,  to  Capsville,  pressing  the  rear-guard  of  the  enemy  (re- 
treating) and  captunng  a  number  of  prisoners.  Formed  line  with  *he  4th  corpa 
on  my  nght,  Butterfield  and  Williams  on  my  left.  Artillery  and  muhkelry 
firing  upon  the  evacuating  foe  continued  unt.l  long  aftei»  dark,  when  my  com 
mand  went  into  camp  half  a  mile  west  of  Cassville  near  Pendegrast's  house. 

Mai/  20,  21,  and  22. — Remained  in  camp.  Inspected  my  command,  prepared 
in  every  way  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  campaign.  On  the  20th  re- 
ceived orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  the  23d,  with  20  days'  ratioiu, 
and  to  Bind  all  sick  and  wounded  to  the  rear. 

Aiai/  23. — The  term  of  service  of  the  twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  volunteen 
(Colonel  A.  Buschbeck)  having  expired,  it  returned  home.  By  the  departure 
of  Colonel  Busrchbeck,  Colonel  J.  F.  Lochman,  one  hundred  and  nineteenth 
New  York  volunteers,  being  senior  officer  present,  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  second  brigade.  Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  following  Butterfield,  and  cnissed  the 
Etowah  on  pontoon  bridge,  near  Milan's  bridge,  encamping  on  high  gr«>und  one 
and  a  half  mile  south  of  the  river,  Williams  on  my  right,  Butterfield  on  mj 
left. 

Mai/  24. — Under  orders  from  General  Hooker  to  push  the  enemy  across 
Rawson  creek  towards  Alatoona,  I  broke  camp  at  daylight  and  pu:?hed  rapidly 
to  the  creek,  resting  a  line  of  skirmishers  upon  it  to  hold  the  Alatoona  mai.' 
In  this  position,  covering  the  movement?  of  Williams  and  Butterfield  towards 
Burnt  Hickory,  I  remained  until  noon,  when  I  was  reli(ived  by  the  23d  corps. 
1  then  moved  to  the  right,  through  fields  and  woods,  in  two  parallel  column?, 
with  skirmishers  moving  by  the  flank,  along  the  creek,  which  1  crossed  about 
noon,  passing  through  a  deep  ravine,  and  up  the  sides  of  spurs  of  the  Ala- 
toona range.  Reaching  the  summit  I  halted  in  column,  and  going  in  person  to 
the  creek  about  200  yards  above  the  point  where  my  troops  had  passed,  found 
the  artilh  ry  and  entire  transportation  of  the  corps  detained  on  account  of  the 
unserv'iceablcj  condition  of  the  road.  After  bridging  the  creek,  at  this  point  al- 
most inipai?sable,  and  cutting  a  road  along  the  mountain  side  up  which  thetwiw 
had  to  pass,  1  rcmahicd  until  the  artillery  and  wagons  had  all  cro.^sed,  and  ihen 
moving  on  through  dense  woods,  giving  the  road  to  the  artillery  and  transporta- 
tion, took  the  load  to  Burnt  Hickory,  a  short  distance  beyond  which  1  eucamptd 
on  the  extreme  right,  Williams  on  my  left. 

NKW  HOPE  CHURCH. 

Mai/  25. — At  7  a.  m.  I  marched,  with  my  command,  taking  the  road  to 
Dallas,  via  bridge  across  Pumpkinvine  creek,  at  Owens's  mill ;  William's  and 
Butterfield's  divisions,  moving  respectively  by  roads  on  my  right  and  left,  wert 
to  cross  the  cre(»k  by  other  bridges.  The  point  of  concentration  ordered  was 
to  be  Dallas.  (See  order  of  march  for  May  25^  dated  May  24,  headquiirtew 
Department  of  the  Cumberland.)  The  major  general  commanding  C4>rps  aid 
myself,  with  our  staffs  and  escort,  preceded  the  troops  to  the  bridge  at  Oweni> 
mill,  which  we  found  burning,  having  just  been  fired.  While  engaged  in  ei- 
tinguishing  the  flames  and  repairing  the  bridge,  we  were  fired  uj[K)u  from  the 


BEPOHT  OF  MAJOR  6EKEBAL  THOMAS.  323 

hill  opposite,  proving  that  the  enemy  were  here  in  our  front.  A  portion  of  Major 
General  Hooker's  cavalry  epcort,  fording  the  creek,  deployed  and  advanced  on  the 
opposite  side  through  the  woods,  driving  before  them  a  short  distance  what  proved 
to  be  an  outpost  of  25  cavalrymen.  My  infantry  soon  came  up,  and  the  re- 
pairs of  the  bridge  being  finished  by  the  pioneer  corps,  the  entire  division  crossed. 
The  seventh  Ohio  volunteers  preceding,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  advanced  rap- 
idly in  the  direction  of  the  New  Uope  church,  Candy's  brigade  h'ading.  Near 
Hawkins's  house,  1 J  mile  from  the  bridge,  our  skirmishers  became  heavily  en- 
gaged with  those  of  the  enemy,  and  almost  immediately  a  furious  charge  was 
made  upon  us.  Our  skirmit^hers  resisted ;  Candy's  brigade  was  deployed  into 
line  on  the  double-quick,  and  after  a  sharp  engagement  the  charge  was  repulsed. 
The  skirmish  line  was  now  re-enforced,  and  was  extended  to  the  length  of  a 
mile,  by  the  twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers.  The  remaining  four  regi- 
ments of  Candy's  brigade  were  deployed  in  line  of  battle,  and,  supported  by  my 
other  two  brigades,  moved  forward,  attacking  and  driving  steadily  for  a  half  a 
mile  a  heavy  force  of  Hood's  corps  which  opposed  us.  From  prisoners  cap- 
tured we  learned  that  Hood's  entire  corps  was  in  our  front,  and  Hardee's  not 
far  ofi*,  in  the  direction  of  Dallas.  My  division — isolated  at  least  five  miles  from 
nearest  supporting  troops — had  been  sustaining  a  sharp  conflict  with  the  enemy 
for  four  hours.  Close  in  my  front  was  an  overwhelming  force.  My  com- 
mand was,  by  the  order  of  the  mujor  general  commanding  the  corps,  (who  was 
with  me,)  halted  and  formed  on  a  ridge  in  the  woods  advantageous  for  defence, 
and  a  slight  barricade  of  logs  hastily  thrown  up.  My  skirmish  line  was  do- 
ployed  to  a  still  greater  extent  than  before,  and  ordered  to  keep  up  an  aggres- 
sive fire,  the  object  being  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  our  weakness  by  a  show 
of  strength.  During  this  halt  a  charge  made  by  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  in  col- 
umn upon  that  part  of  my  skii*mish  line  occupied  by  the  seventh  Ohio  volun- 
teers, was  handsomely  repulsed.  The  skirmish  line  there  lormed  nearly  a  right 
angle  towards  the  (»uemy,  wlio  charged  upon  the  centre  line,  not  seeing  that  upon 
their  flank.  When  the  three  regiments  neared  the  angle  they  were  met  by  a 
sharp  tire  in  front,  and  a  heavy  enfilading  fire  from  the  left  flank,  and  retreated 
in  hasty  disorder  and  with  considerable  loss.  Orders  had  been  sent  as  soon  as 
the  enemy  was  found  in  fi)rce  in  my  front,  by  the  major  general  commanding 
corps,  to  General  Butterfield  and  General  Williams  to  march  their  divisions  to 
the  point  where  mine  was  engaged.  By  5  p.  m.  both  had  come  up  and  massed, 
Williams's  on  my  right  and  Butterfield's  on  my  left  and  rear.  Each  division 
was  quickly  fornied  for  attack  in  column  by  brigades,  Williams  leading,  But- 
terfield next,  my  division  as  a  reserve,  and  the  corps  advanced  upon  the  enemy. 
In  the  advance  Butterfield's  brigade  moved  towards  the  flanks,  leaving  me  in 
support  of  Williams,  who  had  been  heavily  engaged,  driving  t'lie  enemy  some 
distance.  I  received  orders  to  push  forward  and  relieve  his  troops.  This  was 
between  G  and  7  o'clock  p.  m.  The  movement  ordered  for  my  division  was 
made  with  great  rapidity  through  a  dense  wood  swept  by  a  heavy  artillery  and 
musketry  fire.  The  discharges  of  canister  and  shell  from  the  enemy  were  heav- 
ier than  in  any  other  battle  of  the  campaign  in  which  my  command  was  engaged. 
The  troops  of  General  Williams's  divi;»ion  were  relieved  by  this  movement,  and 
Cobham's  brigade  and  portions  of  Candy's  brigade  engaged  the  enemy  fti- 
riously  at  short  range,  driving  him  again  until  dark,  when  my  command  was 
halted  clothe  under  the  enemy's  batteries  and  intrenchments  near  New  Hope 
church.  The  night  was  intensely  dark,  and  a  very  severe  thunder  storm,  with 
cold  pelting  rain,  added  to  the  gloom.  It  was,  therefore,  impossible  to  form  a 
regular  line  with  the  troops,  and  all  the  disposition  of  them  we  could  make  were 
by  the  fitful  fliishes  of  lightning.  Breastworks  were  thrown  up  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible during  the  night,  and  the  dead  and  wounded  were  all  cared  for  before 
morning. 
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May  26. — When  dawn  came  I  found  the  position  held  by  my  troops  to  he  a 
ridge  of  considerable  natural  strength,  confronting  another  ridge  at  a  distance  of 
eighty  yards  on  the  left,  to  three  hundred  yards  on  the  right,  on  which  were 
the  enemy's  main  lines.     Around  us,  in  every  direction,  Avcre  thick  woods.     The 
road  to  New  Hope  church  passed  through  my  lines  occupied  by  Candy's  brigade, 
the  flank  of  Avhich  on  the  li^ft  of  the  road  was  not  in  connexion  with  any  other 
troops.     At  this  point,  near  the  road,  my  lines  were  clv)sest  to  those  opposing 
us,  and  sharpshooters  from  Candy's  brigade  were  so  posted  as  to  command  a 
battery  in  his  front,  preventing  the  enemy  from  working  his  guns,  excepting 
now  and  then  to  deliver  an  occasional  shot.     Anotlier  batt(»ry  in  Cobham's  front 
was  similarly  commanded  by  sharpshooters  from  his  brigade.     Strong  skirraiyh 
lines  were  posted  along  our  front,  and  drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  into  their 
main  line  of  works,  and  kept  them  there  f)r  the  most  part  of  the  succeeding 
days  that  Ave  remained  in  this  position.     The  battle  of  the  27th  was  altogether 
in  the  woods,  affording  no  opportunity  for  the  use  of  artillery  on  our  side.    In 
my  front  this  day  I  asctrtained  that  the  enemy  had  seventeen  pieces  of  artillery 
well  intrenched  in  their  second  l.ne  of  works  on  the  top  of  the  ridge  occupied 
by  them.     This  line  of  works  was  very  strong,  with  re-entering  angles.     From 
my  skirmish  line  it  could  be  closely  reconnoitred,  being  distant  only  about  one 
hundred  yards.     In  addition  to  this  they  occupied  a  line  of  breastworks  at  the 
foot  of  the  ridge.'     To  this  work  their  skirmishers  were  all  driven,  and  my  skir- 
mishers, advanced  to  the  furthest  point  possible,  were  ordered  to  hold  them 
there,  and  to  cover,  with  their  own  tire,  if  possible,  every  piece  of  artillery  in 
our  front.     Directions  were  also  given,  when  night  came  on,  for  the  construction 
of  log  rifle-pits  of  the  V  pattern,  for  the  protection  of  my  skirmishers  and  sliarp- 
shooters,  the  number  of  casualties  among  them  being  quite  large  duiing  the 
day.     At  noon  troops  of  General  Stanley's  division  (4th  corps)  came  up,  and 
connected  on  my  left  by  a  refused  line,  and,  by  order  of  Major  General  Thoma?, 
relieved  five  regiments  of  Candy's  brigade,  which  had  held  the  left  of  the  road 
since  the  evening  of  yesterday.     My  entire  division  was  now  formed  ou  the 
right  of  the  road,  from  left  to  right,  in  the  following  order:  Candy's  brigade, 
Lochman's,  then  Coburn's  brigade  of  Butterfidd's  division,  and  on  his  right 
Cobham's  brigade  of  my  division.     Two-thirds  of  each  brigade  formed  the  fp'jnt 
line ;  the  remainder  was  placed  in  reserve  near  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  under  pro- 
tection of  our  sharpshooters.     Breastworks  were  erected  during  the  day,  and 
wherever  possible  the  timber  in  front  was  slashed,  forming  an  abatis     All  of 
my  artillery  (twelve  pieces)  was  placed  in  position  along  my  line  during  the 
day  and  night.     The  enemy  made  frequent  sorties,  attempting  to  drive  in  my 
skirmishers,  establish  their  own  line,  and  prevent  our  throwing  up  works,  but 
in  every  case  they  were  driven  back  with  severe  loss.     Their  artillery  was 
rendered  almost  entirely  ineflicient,  by  the  constant  watchfulness  of  our  sharp- 
shooters, and  our  works  progressed  rapidly.      After  dusk,  Cobham's  brigade 
being  relieved  by  W.ird's,  of  Butterfield's  division,  took  the  place  in  line  held 
by  Coburn,  thus  bringing  my  entire  command  into  a  connected  line.     My  losses 
during  yesterday  and  to-day  were  376,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing ;  a  full  state- 
ment of  them  will  be  found  hereto  appended.     I  have  to  enumerate  among  the 
dead,  fallen  in  the  battle  of  New  Hope  church,  Colonel  John  H.  Patrick,  fifth 
Ohio  volunteers,  a  brave  oflicer,  who  had  ser\'ed  with  his  regiment  since  April, 
1861,  and  here  fell  mortally  wounded  by  a  canister  shot,  and  Lieutenant  Joseph 
W.  Hitt,  of  Colonel  Candy's  staff,  a  promising  young  officer.     My  three  brigade 
commanders,  Colonels  Candy,  Lochman,  and  Cobham,  all  displayed  personal 
gallantry,  and  performed  their  whole  duty  in  the  most  efficient  mauner.     The 
behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command  was  excellent  throoghonu 
For  twenty-four  hours  they  were  actively  engaged  with  the  euenoy,  wiibout 
opportunity  to  cook  a  single  meal  or  make  a  cup  of  coffee.     I  sustained  a  personal 
OSS  iu  the  capture  of  Captaiu  L.  H.  Davis,  of  the  ecveuth  Ohio  ▼olunteers,  wbo 
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had  sen'ed  as  aide-de-camp  on  my  staff  for  two  years,  and  had  earned  a  wide- 
spread reputation  for  his  extreme  f^allantry  and  personal  daring. 

May  21, — Lively  skirmishing  all  day,  our  sharpshooters  preventing  the  enemy  ? 
free  use  of  their  guns,  (artillery.)  The  enemy  made  occasional  attempts  to  drive 
in  our  skirmishers,  but  were  each  time  driven  back  to  their  intrenchments  with 
heavy  loss.  My  artillery  kept  up  a  destructive  fire,  enfilading  portions  of  the 
enemy's  works.  In  this  constant  watchful  war  between  skirmishers,  kept  up 
night  and  day,  here  as  well  as  elsewhere  in  similar  positions  during  this  campaign, 
my  troo])s  thoroughly  proved  their  superiority  as  sharpshooters,  invariably 
driving  them  from  their  posts. 

During  the  28th,  29th,  30th,  and  31st  days  of  May,  our  positions  and  daily 
routine  of  artillery  practice  and  sharpshooting  were  unchanged.  Small  outworks 
for  the  protection  of  the  skirmishers  were  thrown  up  at  every  available  point, 
thus  diminishing  my  daily  i-eturns  of  casualties. 

From  the  25th  of  May  until  the  1st  of  June  my  entire  division  was  under 
fire  without  an  hour  of  relief.  Owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  lines  and  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  no  one,  whether  in  front  or  rear,  could  rest  with  any  assur- 
ance of  safety.  No  opportunity  being  offt*red  for  proper  shelter,  rest,  and  diet, 
the  necessary  result  of  this  series  of  operations  was  a  large  increase  of  sickness. 

Casualties  in  the  battle  at  New  Hope  cJiurcht  Georgia. 
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Jane  1. — Being  relieved  by  Harrow's  division  of  the  15th  corps,  I  withdr<»w 
my  command  from  the  works,  and  forming  on  the  Dallas  road,  marched  to  the 
rear  of  the  left  of  Johnson's  division  of  the  14th  corps,  where  division  encamped, 
with  Butterfield  on  the  right  and  Williams  on  the  left. 

June  2.  — Moved  still  further  to  the  left,  in  the  direction  of  Alatoona  church, 
within  about  two  and  a  half  miles  of  which  I  placed  my  command  in  position 
on  a  thickly  wooded  rdge,  in  rear  and  in  support  of  the  23d  corps.  During 
the  day  heavy  storms  of  rain  and  hail  prevailed,  making  the  ground  heavy,  and 
swelling  the  creeks  so  as  to  render]  them  almost  impassable.  Active  artillery 
and  musketry  fire  was  kept  up  in  the  front,  during  which  many  shots  passed 
through  our  camp,  in  which  also  several  shells  exploded. 

June  3,  4,  ami  5. — Remained  in  same  position. 

On  the  3d  the  third  brigade  was  detached,  and  at  4  p.  m.  proceeded  to  the 
bridge  on  the  Ackworth  road  over  Alatoona  creek,  with  orders  to  hold  the  bridge 
and  the  ford.  It  found  the  bridge  in  a  shattered  condition,  but  placed  it  in  good 
order,  remaining  at  this  point  during  the  4th  and  5th. 

June  6. — The  enemy  having  evacuated  the  works  in  the  immediate  front  of 
the  army,  the  division  marched  to  the  Marietta  road,  encamping  on  Hall's  farm, 
near  the  junction  of  the  roads  leading  to  Big  Shanty  and  to  Lost  mountain. 
Butterfield  and  Williams  on  the  right,  the  4th  corps  on  the  left. 

,7iin€  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  and  12. — Remained  in  same  position,  having  thrown  up 
breastworks  to  cover  the  roads  approaching  the  front.     Advancing  my  skir- 
mishers and  feeling  the  enemy,  who  were  formed,  fortifying  the  rid^^a  <iA\2esi.<4.vX  ^ 
ingLost  mountain  and  Pine  hill. 
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On  Ihe  7th,  Colonel  P.  H.  .ToneB,  one  hnn(!red  and  fifty-fourth  New  York 
volunteers,  having  reported  for  duty,  and  being  the  senior  officer,  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  second  brigade. 

On  the  10th  ordcri?  were  received  to  move  on  the  Marietta  road  towards 
Kenepaw  station,  but  the  4rh  and  14th  corps  occui)ying  the  road  with  troops 
and  train,  prevented  any  movement  on  the  part  of  my  command. 

On  the  11th  the  term  of  service  of  the  seventh  Ohio  volunteers,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  McClellan,  having  expired,  the  regiment  dcfjarted  for  the  north.  During 
its  long  connexion  wi'h  my  division  this  regiment,  by  gallant  service  upon  many 
fields,  on  which  it  lost  heavily,  earned  for  itself  a  reputation  of  which  Ohio 
may  well  be  proud. 

Ju7ie  13. — By  direction  of  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  I  moved  at 
noon  with  my  three  brigades  and  two  batteries  of  artillery  to  the  right  of  the 
Marietta  road,  passed  through  the  intrenched  lines  of  Williams's  division,  and 
formed  on  a  wooded  spur,  projecting  at  right  angles  from  his  line  of  works,  ify 
left  then  connected  with  tlu;  right  of  Stanley's  division  of  the  4th  corps,  near 
Williams's  left.  The  general  front  of  the  4th  and  20th  corps  was  southward, 
my  troops  in  the  new  position  taken  faced  nearly  east,  my  right  rested  near  to 
one  of  the  principal  branches  of  Alatoona  creek,  on  the  north  bank  of  which 
were  my  pickets,  on  the  other  those  of  the  enemy,  between  whom  skirmishing 
was  maintained.  From  this  position  to  the  top  of  Pine  hill  was  about  one 
thousand  two  hundred  yards,  in  direct  line  of  fire;  the  enemy,  reaching  from 
Kenesaw  mountain  on  the  right  to  Lost  mountain  on  the  left,  held  this  summit 
as  an  advanced  post  in  front  of  their  centre,  their  main  line  round  in  rear  of  it. 
Pine  hill  is  very  steep,  conical  in  form,  and  by  far  the  highest  between  Kenesaw 
and  Lost  mountain.  On  its  summit  were  batteries  strongly  intrenched,  and  around 
the  hill,  a  short  distance  below  the  summit,  were  circumvallating  works  held  in 
force.  A  signal  station  was  also  in  full  operation  on  this  eminence,  which  com- 
manded a  view  of  the  position  aud  movements  of  our  army.  Now  commenced 
the  work  for  its  reduction.  During  the  day  my  front  was  strongly  intrenched, 
and  my  skirmish  lines  were  advanced  well  out  towards  the  hill.  Under  the 
supervision  of  Captain  Wheeler,  my  chief  of  artillery,  McGill's  battery  of 
3-iuch  rifled  guns  was  posted  in  our  works,  and  the  guns  were  trained  upon  the 
summit. 

Jvne  14. — Early  this  morning  my  first  and  second  brigades  were  brought  up 
and  massed  respectively  in  rear  of  Ireland's  right  and  left;  McGill's  battery 
opened  upon  the  enemy's  position  on  the  summit  of  Pine  hill,  and  kept  up  an 
accurate  and  effective  firing  by  battery  during  the  day,  with  occasional  replies 
from  the  enemy.  I  noticed  a  group  of  rebel  officers  collected  nfear  some  tents 
near  the  summit;  calling  Captain  McGill's  attention  to  it,  I  directed  him  to  brine 
his  battery  to  bear  upon  the  spot,  the  shells  struck  in  the  midst  of  and  around 
them,  causing  evident  consternation  among  them  and  their  immediate  retreat. 
Prisoners  afterwards  taken  pohited  out  that  as  the  spot  where  Lieutenant  Genend 
Polk  was  killed. 

June  15. — It  was  discovered  that  Pine  hill  had  been  evacuated  during  the 
night.  Our  skirmish  line  southward  was  pushed  forward  across  open  fields  to 
a  stream  in  the  woods,  running  westward  from  the  hill  While  troops  from 
General  Stanley's  division  on  my  left  occupied  the  summit,  and,  reversing  the 
works,  planted  batteries  there.  Generals  Sherman,  Thomas,  Hooker,  Howard, 
Stanley,  and  others,  myself  among  them,  were  soon  assembled  at  that  point,  from 
which  the  relative  positions  held  by  the  two  armies  were  readily  determined. 
A  lively  artillery  engagement  was  then  progressing  several  miles  to  our  left 
along  the  railroad,  in  front  of  Kenesaw;  also  far  to  the  right,  in  the  diPection 
of  Lost  mountain.  At  noon,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  Major  General  Hooker. 
I  advanced  my  division  (Candy's  brigade  leading)  from  our  line  of  workff,  in 
a  southeasterly  direction,  one  mile,  crossing  two  streams,  until  we  reached  a  poM- 
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tion  in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  and  not  far  from  Pine  hill.  Here  my  command 
was  halted  and  formed,  each  brigade  in  two  lines,  Ireland's  on  the  right,  Candy's 
on  the  left,  and  Jones's  in  the  centre.  This  advance  was  covered  by  the  one 
hundred  and  forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  deployed  as  skirmishers. 
The  Bkirmi>h  line  drove  in  that  of  the  enemy,  and  took  possession  of  a  line 
of  works  on  the  flank  of  Pine  hill,  which  the  enemy  had  not  quite  completed. 
The  ground  cm  which  my  division  was  now  placed  was  entirely  in  the  woods, 
and  furnit»hcd  a  series  of  steep  ridges  with  narrow  ravines  between  their  general 
inclination,  being  east  and  west,  with  frequent  deviations  by  way  of  irregular 
spurs  and  small  hills.  No  troops  connected  with  me  on  either  right  or  left.  The 
one  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  volunteers  was  immediately  deployed 
in  skirmish  line  to^y  left,  and  ftTrmed  connexion  with  the  4th  corps  skirmishers 
at  the  base  of  Pine  hill,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from  my  left  flank.  The 
one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers  was  deployed  in  like  manner 
in  front  of  Ireland,  and  to  his  right,  but  could  make  no  connexion  with  any 
troops  in  that  direction.  While  making  these  dispositions  I  received  orders  from 
the  major  general  commanding  corps  to  push  forward  at  once  in  assault  upon 
the  enemy.  The  orders  were  brought  to  me  verbally  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Perkins,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Colonel  Fessenden,  aide-de-camp,  who 
added  at  the  same  time  that  the  4th  corps  would  assault  to  my  left,  and  Butter- 
field's  division  to  my  right,  2  o'clock  p.  m.  being  the  hour  for  the  concerted 
movements.  At  2.15  p.  m.  1  advanced  rapidly  with  my  entire  command,  formed 
as  stated  above.  Major  General  Hooker  then  being  present.  The  enemy  in  heavy 
force  was  encountered  at  once,  and  the  battle  became  severe,  lasting  until  after 
dark.  All  of  my  brigades  were  handled  very  handsomely  by  their  commanders, 
pre8er\'ing  their  formation  in  two  lines  while  advancing,  and  fighting  desperately 
over  rough  and  timbered  ridges.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  two  ridges  which 
they  held  with  rifle-pits,  strongly  occupied,  and  my  troops  charged  impetuously 
up  to  the  very  mouths  of  their  cannon,  which  were  in  a  line  of  powerful  works, 
on  a  high  ridge  which  forms  a  part  of  the  chain  south  of  Pine  hill,  and  coiuiect- 
ing  Kenesaw  with  Lost  mountain.  There  the  fighting  was  desperate.  The  enemy, 
driven  wh;h  heavy  loss  into  powerful  intrenchments,  on  which  they  bestowed  a 
week's  labor  in  preparation,  and  in  which,  in  my  front,  they  used  eighteen  (18) 
pieces  of  artillery,  fought  from  these  works,  knowing  that  if  they  were  carried 
by  us  all  to  them  was  lost.  In  front  of  them  the  timber  was  slashed  and  strong 
abatis  and  chevaux-de-frise  of  pointed  stiikes  had  been  formed.  Their  artil- 
lery, which  had  played  steadily  into  my  ranks,  was  now  used  with  redoubled 
effort.  My  troops  charging  into  the  abatis,  in  some  places  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  guns,  by  dark  had  silenced  many  of  them.  Tln^re  had  been  no  co- 
operating attack,  either  on  my  right  or  my  left,  both  of  which  the  enemy 
had  attempted  to  flank  during  our  assault.  This  attempt  of  theirs  was  repulsed 
without  checking  my  advance,  the  attiick  on  my  right  being  met  by  a  regiment 
from  the  second  line  of  Ireland's  brigade  changing  front  to  the  right;  that  on 
the  left  by  a  regiment  from  the  second  line  of  Candy's  brigade  changing  front 
to  the  left.  The  one  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  New  York  volunteers,  under 
Lieutenant  Colunel  Jackson,  as  skirmishers  also  rendered  most  effective  service, 
holding  the  ground  between  Candy's  brigade  and  the  4th  corps,  and  following 
upon  movements  with  the  right  of  his  line.  Darkness  coming  on  the;  battle 
diminished  to  heavy  skirmishing,  the  enemy  also  keeping  up  a  brisk  enfilading 
artillery  fire  upon  us  from  their  works  extending  beyond  my  left.  My  lines 
were  established  in  the  position  gained,  close  to  the  enemy's  main  works ;  so 
near  were  the  opposing  forces  that  it  was  extremely  hazardous  to  attempt  the 
construction  of  breiistworks.  The  sound  of  an  axe  was  the  signal  for  a  volley 
of  bullets  and  canister  from  the  enemy  ;  but  by  cutting  timber  some  distance  in 
the  rear  and  carrying  it  up,  by  the  help  of  old  logs,  and  active  use  qC  ^\i«. 
spade,  a  tolerable  line  of  intrenchments  was  thrown  up  in  our  IwivX*  ^»s>xiS5^"^i^s^ 
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nigbt.     I  ascertained  that  the  position  held  hy  Ireland's  brigade  wag  in  the 
opening  of  an  inside  re-entering  angle  of  the  enemy's  works,  this  exposing  him 
to  a  severe  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  from  both  flanks  as  well  as  in  front 
His  brigade,  which  in  this  position  was  within  a  very  few  yards  of  the  enemy, 
(so  close,  indeed,  that  the  slightest  word  could  be  heard  by  the  opposing  force,) 
was  toward  morning  quietly  withdrawn  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the 
rear ;   this  forming  a  refused  line  on  my  right  flank,  in  his  front  a  strong  Hue  of 
breastworks  was  finished  by  morning.     My  skirmish  line  connected  during  the 
night  with  that  of  Butterfield  to  my  right.     At  5  p.  m.  Williams's  di\n)<ion 
had  come  up  and  marched  in  my  rear.     Colonel  Robinson's  brigade  of  that 
division  reported  to  me  for  orders,  and  by  my  direction  took  position  in  line  on 
a  small  spur  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  tii  rear  of  centre  of  my  line.    On 
this  spur  his  troops  erected  a  temporary  breastwork  of  logs.     About  the  same 
time  Knipe's  brigade  of  Williams's  division  formed  on  Ireland's  refused  right,  and 
Ruger's  brigade  on   Candy's  refused  left.     Kuipe's  brigade  was  withdrawn 
from  that  position  in  the  night,  after  my  skirmishers  had  connected  with  Butter- 
field's.     The  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  the  battle  of  Pine  Hill  was  fought 
prevented  the  use  of  artillery  on  my  part.     During  the  night  works  with  embra- 
sures were  constructed  on  the  left  of  my  line  for  the  purpose  of  using  them  next 
day. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Brigadier  General  Williams,  commanding  first  division  of 
this  corps  for  his  courtesy  in  tendering  me  the  services  of  Colonel  Robinsou'd 
brigade;  also  to  Colonel  Robinson  for  his  promptness  in  responding  to  my 
wishes.  His  brigade,  although  not  brought  into  action,  was  placed  in  a  position 
in  reserve,  where,  in  ease  of  attack  by  the  enemy,  it  would  have  rendered  efficient 
service ;  Colonels  Candy,  Jones,  and  Ireland  deserve  the  highest  commendation 
for  the  manner  in  which  their  respective  brigades  were  mantBuvred  ;  Cclonel* 
Cobham  and  Pardee,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jackson,  in  command  of  a  very 
extended  skirmish  line,  conducted  their  advance  with  skill  and  gallantry.  In- 
deed, it  is  difiicult  to  select  names  for  special  mention  in  this  battle,  where  every 
officer  and  man  acted  with  heroic  determination. 

The  members  of  my  staff*  rendered  me  quick,  intelligent,  and  unwearied 
services.  The  proportion  of  casualties  among  officers  in  my  command  waa 
unusually  great,  among  them  Captain  Veal,  assistant  commissary  of  mut^teis, 
who,  acting,  as  aide-de-camp,  was  severely  wounded  through  the  lungs  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action. 

Among  field  officers  wounded  was  Major  Cresson,  seventy-third  Pennsylvanii 
volunteers;  Captain  Gumber,  commanding  one  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 
volunteers;  Colonel  Rickard's  twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers;  Major 
Stegman,  one  hundred  and  second  New  York  volunteers,  all  of  whom  were  in 
command  of  their  respective  regiments. 

Casualties  in  battle  of  Pine  Hill  Georgia, 
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June  16. — Early  this  forenoon  Butterfield's  division  connected  with  my  right 
Both  of  my  batteries  were  placed  in  position,  near  my  right  and  left»  and  opened 
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on  the  enemy,  enfilading  portions  of  tlieir  works.  The  enemy's  artillery  fired 
as  much  as  they  could  while  closely  watched  by  our  sharpshooters.  The 
casualties  during  the  day  on  the  skirmish  line,  especially  in  the  second  brigade, 
were  severe.  The  enemy  made  several  sorties  upon  us  during  the  day,  our  close 
proximity  being  very  harassing  to  them. 

Ju7ie  17. — Before  1  o'clock  a.  m.  Major  Symmes,  fifth  Ohio  volunteers,  division 
officer  of  the  day,  sent  me  word  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  and  the  skir- 
mishers under  his  command  had  entered  the  works.  I  immediately  communicated 
this  information  to  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  and  without  awaiting 
orders  occupied  the  evacuated  works  with  my  entire  division,  and  advanced  a 
line  of  skirmishers,  under  Major  Symmes,  a  mile  to  the  front,  through  woods, 
until  they  reached  a  road  running  eastward  towards  Kcnesaw.  Here  were  largo 
cleared  fields,  and  the  cavalry  videttes  of  the  enemy  were  found  posted  in  tho 
edge  of  the  woods  beyond,  and  in  the  field.  My  skirmishers  were  at  this  time 
connected  with  those  of  the  4th  corps  on  their  left,  and  of  Butterfield's  division 
on  the  right. 

MUDDY  CREEK. 

At  10  a.  m.  my  entire  command  advanced,  Jones's  and  Ireland's  brigades  in 
front,  formed  in  two  lines  ;  Canyd's  brigade  in  reserve  following.  At  the  same 
time  Butterfield's  division  advanced  on  my  right  and  Williams's  on  my  left. 
On  reaching  the  cleared  fields,  above  referred  to,  the  corps  halted  for  a  few 
moments  while  the  enemy's  cavalry  skirmishers  were  driven  in.  I  then  pushed 
forward  in  accordance  with  orders  through  an  extremely  dense  woods,  guiding 
the  ceutni  of  the  two  front  brigades  by  a  road  running  from  Hard  Shell  church 
to  the  Marietta  and  Dal  his  road ;  general  direction  of  the  advance  southeast. 
The  picket  sent  out  in  the  morning  had  been  withdrawn,  and  my  advance  was 
covered  by  the  eighteenth  New  York  volunteers,  deployed  as  skirmishers.  A 
.  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  had  been  bivouacked  in  the  thick  woods,  were 
unexpectedly  routed  by  heavy  volleys  from  my  advance  lines,  and  retreated  in 
the  utmost  haste  and  confusion  across  the  field  near  Darby's  house  and  by  way 
of  the  Marietta  road,  over  Muddy  creek,  being  closely  followed  by  my  command. 
At  Darby  place  my  division,  emerging  from  tUe  woods  into  a  cleared  country  on 
the  MariettJi  and  Dallas  road,  formed  connexion  with  Coxe's  division  of  the  23d 
corps,  which,  coming  from  the  direction  of  Lost  mountain,  had  just  reached  that 
point;  here,  filing  to  the  left,  my  brigade  formed  in  line  on  the  low  ground 
betwe(!n  the  Darby  house  and  Muddy  creek,  Coxe's  division  at  the  same  time 
forming  to  my  right,  with  its  left  resting  on  the  Marietta  and  Dallas  road.  My 
ekirmir^iiers,  which  were  finely  handled  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chatfield,  con- 
tinued their  advance,  crossing,  under  a  sharp  artillery  and  musketry  fire,  the  open 
fields  in  our  front,  and  establishing  themselves  close  to  Muddy  creek,  the  oppo- 
site bank  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy's  pickets.  In  front  of  Darby's 
bouse  is  the  valley  of  Muddy  creek,  which  here  extends  close  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill  opposite,  on  which  the  enemy  were  strongly  intrenched,  with  several  bat- 
teries bearing  upon  our  position,  which  th-^y  used  freely  on  us.  The  banks  of 
the  creek  were  low  and  very  swampy,  with  fringing  of  thickets.  The  hills  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  were  heavily  timbered,  rising  abruptly  from  the  creek,  and 
crowned  with  a  very  strong  line  of  works.  Their  batteries  posted  here  swept, 
short  range,  to  the  Marietta  road,  from  Darby's  house  to  the  bridge,  on  the 
creek  ;  also  the  entire  position  taken  by  my  troops,  which,  necessarily  in  the  open 
field,  Wire  exposed  to  full  view  of  the  enemy.  In  order  to  silence  their  batteries, 
I  directed  Captain  Wheeler  to  advance  the  thirteenth  New  Y'ork  battery  to  a 
bald  hill  held  by  my  skirmishers,  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's 
main  line  ;  and  Ireland  with  this  brigade  to  co-operate  and  sustain  the  mav^^.- 
mcnts.     These  directions  were  in  pursuance  of  instructions  rece\N^^  ^ws^'^ask 
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major  gonoral  commanding  corps,  who  directed  me  to  occupy  the  ground  to  tlie 
left  of  the  Marietta  road,  the  2.'^d  corps  being  ordered  to  connect  with  me  at 
that  point  on  my  right ;  meanwhile,  McGilPs  battery,  upon  my  first  reaching 
Darby's  house,  taking  position  on  the  bare  hill  near  the  house,  sustained  a 
heavy  artillery  engageuKent  witli  the  enemy.  The  movement  ordered  was  exe- 
cuted by  Captain  Wheeler  and  Colonel  Ireland  with  great  spirit  and  in  splendid 
style,  the  battery  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Buudy  charging  on  the  rear, 
through  open  fields  swept  by  muskcitry  and  artillery,  and  reaching  the  bald  hill 
indicated  before  the  encjmy  knew  their  purpose.  Here  the  horses  and  limbers 
were  left  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  guns  drawn  up  by  hand,  and  quickly  sunk  in 
the  crest  by  the  aid  of  my  pioneer  corps.  Ireland's  brigade,  advancing  on  the 
double-<iuick  in  concert  with  the  battery,  instantly  formed  in  support,  rear  of  it, 
and  on  both  flanks ;  Bundy  *s  six  guns,  sunken  four  hundred  yards  from  the  embra- 
sures opposite,  opening  a  rapid  and  accurate  fire  by  battery,  quickly  silenced 
the  enemy's  guns,  and,  enfilading  their  right,  produced  great  havoc  among  their 
works  and  troops ;  the  effect  of  each  shot  that  went  crashing  through  tlnfir  works 
was  plainly  visible  from  our  position.  Two  of  the  enemy's  guns  were  did* 
mounted,  two  knocked  end  over  end,  and  the  rest  silenced.  Their  embrasures 
were  literally  destroyed,  and;  as  I  afterwards  learned  from  a  prisoner,  a  large 
number  of  their  troops  killed  and  wounded.  Jones's  brigade  was  now  advanced 
and  formed  in  line  on  the  left  of  Ireland's ;  Candy's  formed  in  reserve ;  all  three 
brigades  being  in  open  fi(?lds  with  the  advanced  lines  close  to  the  enemy.  During 
the  afternoon  Butterfield  came  up  and  formed  on  my  left.  Immediately  after 
Bundy's  battery  had  taken  its  advance  position,  McGill's  was  moved  to  a 
little  elevation  on  the  left  of  my  line,  from  which  he  delivered  an  effective 
cross  fire,  assisting  materially  to  quiet  the  enemy  in  our  front  Their  sharp- 
shooters, driven  early  in  the  day  from  the  bank  of  the  creek  to  their  main  line, 
posted  themselves  in  trees  and  attempted  during  the  afternoon  to  harass  our 
gunners.  Sharpshooters  detailed  from  my  command  prevented  the  intended 
effect,  and  some  of  them  were  shot  in  their  elevated  hiding  places.  At  dark 
my  skirmishers  were  advanced  close  to  the  creek,  where  they  dug  pits  in  the 
soft  ground  for  their  protection.  During  the  night  the  troops  threw  up  breast- 
works of  rails  and  earth.  After  dark  commenced  a  series  of  very  severe  rain 
Btoi*ms,  which  lasted,  with  occasional  short  intermissions,  for  several  days  and 
nights.  Our  skirmish- pits  filled  with  water  and  the  occupants  suffered  much 
from  cramps.  All  the  troops  bivouacked  in  fields  of  soft  low  ground  and  with- 
out adequate  shelter,  suffering  much  from  these  rains,  which  were  accompanied 
by  chilly  winds.  Muddy  creek  and  its  small  tributaries  berame  swollen  to  the 
size  of  torrents,  and  the  low  grounds  adjoining  (parts  of  which  were  unavoid-  ' 
ably  occupied  by  my  troops  in  line)  were  flooded  with  water. 

June  18. — Our  general  position  unchanged  during  the  day;  sharpshooting 
continued,  with  a  number  of  casualties  on  our  side.  Both  of  my  batteries  con- 
tinued to  pour  their  destnictive  fire  into  the  enemy's  works.  The  enemy  replied 
feebly  and  seldom. 

June  19. — Suspecting  the  enemy  would  evacuate  his  line,  at  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning  I  pushed  my  skirmishers  forward,  who  crossed  the  swollen  cn,'ek  in  my 
front  without  opposition,  entered  the  works  which  they  found  abandoned,  and 
moved  half  a  mile  beyond,  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy's  rear-guard  retiring. 
Having  sent  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  New  York  volunteers  to  support 
the  skirmishers,  I  followed  soon  after  in  person.  Scouts  of  the  enemy  were 
visible  on  the  hills  about  a  mile  beyond  the  creek.  The  works  of  the  enemy  gave 
abundant  indications  of  the  splendid  execution  of  mv  artillery ;  many  of  the  em- 
brasures were  shattered  ;  the  woods  in  front,  cut  and  torn,  showed  how  truly  the 
artillery  was  aimed  and  what  execution  had  been  accomplished. 
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NOSE'S  CREEK. 

At  7  o'clock  I  advanced  my  whole  command  on  the  Dallas  and  Marietta  road, 
having  previously  rebuilt  the  bridge  over  Muddy  creek,  which  had  been  carried 
away  by  the  swollen  current,  crossed  the  creek,  and  reached  Nose's  creek,  where 
I  was  detained  a  short  time  to  repair  the  bridge  crossing  it.  After  considerable 
difficulty,  the  bridge  being  swept  away  while  crossing  by  the  furious  stream, 
which  was  still  swelling  rapidly,  I  succeeded  in  passing  my  entire  division. 
Mi)ving  on  over  the  miserable  road,  I  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  the  creek,  and  pressing  them,  found  the  enemy 
intrenched  a  short  distance  beyond.  I  speedily  formed  line,  placed  the  third 
brigade  on  the  right  of  the  road,  the  first  on  the  left,  connecting  with  Wil- 
liams's, holding  the  second  in  reserve.  Both  batteries  were  placed  in  position 
and  opened  upon  the  enemy;  my  skirmish  line  advancing  drove  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters  behind  their  rail  defences,  within  short  distance  of  their  main  line. 
Towards  evening  Butterfield  came  up  and  formed  on  my  right,  a  small  branch 
of  Nose's  creek  intervening.  Rain  continued  heavily  during  the  day  and  night, 
rendering  the  roads  very  bad  and  the  creeks  almost  impassable ;  skirmishing 
continued  steadily  during  the  day  and  night. 

June  20. — In  the  morning  I  relieved  the  third  brigade  by  the  second,  the 
third  retiring  to  the  rear  on  my  right.  My  artillery  continued  to  play  with 
considerable  eflfect  upon  the  rebel  lines  during  the  day.  At  dark  my  first  and 
third  brigades  were  relieved  by  a  brigade  fmm  Wood's  division,  4th  corps. 
Leaving  my  second  brigade  in  position  on  the  left  of  Butterfield,  I  moved  Candy 
and  Ireland  and  the  artillery  to  the  right  across  the  creek;  Candy's  brigade  going 
upon  the  right  of  the  third  division,  Ireland  and  the  artillery  bivouacking  in 
the  rear  of  Butterfield's  right. 

June  21. — The  second  brigade,  being  relieved,  joined  me  early  in  the  morning, 
when  I  moved  out  the  second  and  third  brigades  to  the  right  of  the  first,  form- 
ing a  continuous  line  along  the  road  and  connecting  on  the  right  with  Williams's 
division,  which  had  been  moved  on  the  previous  evening.  This  position  I 
intrenched  strongly,  placing  all  my  artillery  in  the  line.  In  the  morning  I  sent 
out  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  volunteers,  and  the  one 
the  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Cobham,  on  a  reconnoissance  towards  Marietta  and  Powder  Springs  road, 
similar  reconnoissance  having  been  sent  out  at  the  same  time  by  the  other  divis- 
ions of  corps.  Cobham  developed  a  strong  line  of  rebel  skirmishers  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  front  of  my  breastworks,  where  he  maintained  an  active 
contest  all  day,  crowding  the  rebel  line  back  from  our  line  upwards  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile.  The  reconnoitring  parties  of  the  first  and  third  divisions  were  with- 
drawn during  the  night;  hoping  to  secure  the  object  sought,  I  directed  mine  to 


KNOBB'S  FARM. 

June  22. — At  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  Cobham 's  party  drove  the  rebels  from 
a  high  hill  one  mile  in  front  of  the  main  line  of  the  division.  Early  in  the  morn-  • 
ing  I  moved  the  command  forward  upon  the  hills  gained  by  my  skirmishers.  I 
at  once  s(jt  to  work  fortifying  my  main  position,  which  was  upon  an  important 
and  commanding  ridge,  completely  developing  to  our  view  the  disposition  of  the 
enemy.  Perceiving  the  great  importance  of  the  place,  I  immediately  communi- 
cated its  capture  to  Major  General  Hooker,  who  came  in  person  ;  he  directed  me 
to  hold  the  place  at  every  hazard.  I  set  about  reversing  the  enemy's  works  and 
throwing  up  such  others  as  were  necessary  to  cover  my  whole  command, 
in  single  line,  includhig  the  artillery  ;  while  in  this  position  the  enemy  opened 
a  tremendous  cannonade,  which  was  not  permitted  to  interrupt  the  ^xcs'4><yKQSQsss^ 
of  the  work.     From  prisoners  captured  by  my  advance  posts  1  VaxxiR^  '^aaS. 
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Hood's  and  Hardee's  corps  were  massed  at  no  great  distance  in  my  front.  This 
was  alBO  communicated  to  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  who,  without 
delay,  advanced  Butterfield's  division  to  the  ridge  on  my  left,  and  Williams's  to 
a  corresponding  ridge  on  my  right,  but  separated  by  a  deep  ravine  and  low  ground. 
Skirmisliing  almost  to  battle  continued  during  the  moniing,  our  lines  gaining 
ground.  My  works  were  scarcely  completed,  when,  to  close  a  gap  between  me 
and  Williams,  I  ordered  the  second  brigade  to  extend  still  further  to  the  right, 
reaching  to  the  ra\ine  before  mentioned — posting  this  new  line  on  a  small  knoll 
held  by  the  thirteenth  New  York  battery,  the  ground  in  front  consisting  of  cleartd 
fields  with  gradual  slope.  The  brigade  had  scarcely  extended  to  the  point  desig- 
nated when  a  furious  attack  burst  upon  Williams,  driving  in  his  pickets  and 
engaging  his  main  column.  The  pickets  of  the  first  division  being  driven  in,  the 
flank  of  my  line  was  comi)letely  exposed,  which  the  enemy  attacked  furiou^lv, 
taking  advantage  of  the  cover  afforded  by  the  houses  in  the  vicinity;  the  line 
maintained  its  position,  keeping  up  a  heavy  and  constant  fire,  the  enemy  con- 
tenting himself  with  assaulting  my  skirmishers,  not  attacking  my  main  line.  At 
the  moment  of  the  attack  my  artillery  opened  upon  the  charging  colunrm  of  the 
enemy  and  continued  it  with  great  effect  during  the  entire  fight,  completely  enfi- 
lading the  rebel  ranks  and  literally  sweeping  them  down.  After  repeated  attempts 
to  carry  Williams^s  works,  the  enemy  retired  repulsed,  their  retreat  harassed  oy 
the  fire  from  my  own  and  Williams's  batteries ;  my  position  on  the  surrounding 
hills  enabling  me  to  form  a  concentratiid  fire  upon  the  enemy,  sweeping  with 
groat  effect  the  ravine  in  which  they  sought  refuge.  Although  my  losses  in  this 
engagement,  compared  with  those  on  former  occasions,  were  small  numerically, 
my  artillery  sustaining  the  force  of  the  battle,  I  suffered  severely  in  the  dealh 
of  my  chief  of  artillery,  Cai)tain  William  Wheeler,  of  the  thirteenth  New  York 
battery,  who  fell  shot  through  the  heart  by  one  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
whilst  gallantly  fighting  his  battery.  During  the  short  time  of  his  connexion 
with  my  division  he  has  shown  himself  a  gentleman  of  refined  education  and  a 
gallant  officer.  The  losses  of  the  enemy  under  the  fearful  cannonade  were  heavy; 
from  the  appearance  of  the  field,  and  from  statements  of  prisoners,  I  estimate 
their  losses  between  two  and  three  thousand. 

Jane  23. — In  the  afternoon  I  advanced  to  the  left  my  skirmish  line,  andat\er 
a  spirited  contest  captured  thirty  (30)  of  the  enemy's  pickets. 

June  24,  25,  and  26. — Remained  in  position;  skirmishing  maintained  through- 
out, the  accuracy  of  the  enemy's  fire  causing  some  loss  daily. 

On  the  26th  I  received  orders  to  advance;  on  the  27th  to  cooperate  with  a 
movement  of  the  4th  and  14th  corps  on  my  left. 

KENESAW. 

June  27. — ^Early  in  the  morning  I  massed  my  command  in  rear  of  centre  of 
my  line,  second  brigade  in  front,  first  next,  and  third  brigade  in  rear.  About  7 
o'clock  the  second  brigade  of  Williams's  division  moved  to  the  works  on  my 
lefl  in  readiness  to  occupy  the  line  vacated  by  my  movement.  At  8  o'clock  I 
moved  over  my  works,  advancing  rapidly  under  a  well-directed  fire  from  three 
of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  under  an  effective  fire  from  a  heavy  picket  line, 
across  the  cleared  ground  in  front,  through  a  belt  of  woods  beyond,  halting  at 
its  outer  edge ;  so  rapidly  and  well  executed  was  the  movement  that  many  of  the 
enemy  were  captured  in  their  pits,  and  their  line  fell  back  speedily,  not  without 
loss.  McGill's  battery,  in  position  upon  the  hill  from  which  my  infantry  had 
moved,  maintained  a  steady  fire  upon  the  main  rebel  line  beyond  the  woods. 
The  second  brigade  having  halted  on  gaining  the  woods,  and  the  14th  corps  now 
being  heavily  engaged  on  a  high  hill  on  my  left,  I  formed  line,  placing  first 
brigade  on  the  lefl,  third  brigade  on  the  right.  The  second  brigade,  holding  the 
centre,  was  well  advanced,  the  first  brigade  retired  almost  at  right  angles,  this 
formation  being  necessitated  by  the  14th  corps  having  been  repalfied  in  the  atUck 
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on  my  left ;  and  tbe  first  division  not  yet  having  advanced  upon  my  right  at  the 
time  of  the  advance  of  the  14th  corps,  my  skirmish  line,  consisting  of  the  fifth 
Ohio  volunteers,  under  Major  Symmes,  went  forward  on  the  double-quick  across 
the  open  ground  between  the  left  of  ray  main  line  and  the  right  of  the  14th  corps, 
driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  before  them  and  capturing  a  small  house  upon 
the  immediate  right  of  the  hill  on  which  the  enemy  were  strongly  fortified.  The 
position  thus  seized  being  one  from  which  the  enemy's  left  could  be  enfiladed  with 
artillery,  I  determined  to  hold  it,  and  therefore  send  forward  re-enforcements  with 
intrenching  tools  to  throw  up  works ;  I  also  sent  forward  the  thirteenth  New  York 
battery  to  open  upon  the  enemy's  works.  The  battery  had  just  reiiched  its  new 
poifiition,  and  was  preparing  to  open  fire,  when  the  lines  of  the  14th  corps  withdrew 
and  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  our  artillery.  To  hold  the  position  without  sup- 
port was  impossible,  and  I  accordingly  withdrew  the  artillery  to  a  knoll  in  rear 
of  the  left  of  my  Hue,  from  which  I  opened  a  steady  fire  upon  the  enemy  in 
my  immediate  front.  The  skirmishers  held  the  position  they  had  gained  despite 
every  cff«)rt  to  dislodge  them.  The  skirmish  line  being  so  far  advanced,  it  became 
dangerous  to  fire  from  the  battery  on  the  hill  I  had  left  in  the  morning,  I  there- 
fore moved  McGiirs  battery  forward  to  the  knoll  immediately  in  rear  of  my  own 
line ;  from  this  point  the  battery  renewed  its  fire,  continuing  it  throughout  the 
day.  My  main  line,  now  well  intrenched,  extended  through  the  belt  of  woods  to 
the  open  fields  on  the  left,  and  on  the  right  to  a  swampy  marsh,  impassable  for 
troops.  About  3  o'clock  a  brigade  of  Williams's  division  came  up  on  my  right 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  marsh ;  skirmishing  continued  briskly  through  the 
day  and  heavy  artillery  firing  by  the  enemy. 

June  28  and  29. — Remained  in  same  position,  skirmishing  lively  with  the 
enemy,  with  artillery  firing  during  the  day. 

June  30. — After  dark  was  relieved  by  Baird's  division  of  the  14th  corps,  and 
moved  to  the  right  abcmt  2J  miles,  where  I  relieved  Hascall's  division  of  the 
23d  corps,  in  works  just  beyond  the  Powder  Spring  road,  my  whole  division  in 
line  before  daylight. 

Cfisuallics  in  the  actions  of  Muddy  creek^  Nose's  creek,  Knohh's  Jarm^  and 

Kenesaw  mountain. 
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July  1  and  2. — There  being  no  troops  on  my  right  other  than  a  picket  from 
Cox't*  division  of  the  23d  corps,  which  extended  half  a  mile  beyoud  the  flank  of 
my  division,  I  strengthened  and  changed  the  direction  of  the  line  of  works  so  as 
to  prot<*ct  well  my  right  flank,  placing  one  regiment  on  a  post  of  observation, 
well  intrenched,  half  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  main  line  of  works. 

MARIETTA. 

July  3  —The  enemy  having  evacuated  his  line  in  our  front  during  the  night, 
I  movt'd  in  pursuit  at  daylight,  pushing  across  a  thickly  wooded  country  towards 
Keil  Dow  station,  the  third  division  advancing  on  my  k-ft  along  the  Powder 
Spring  road.  Passing  through  the  enemy's  abandoned  works,  very  lively  ^kxt- 
mishing  ensued  with  their  rear-guard,  consisting  of  cavalry  and  iixi?iSi\.^^  *   ^vt'^- 
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sing  in  rapidly  I  reached  Maloney's  church,  near  which  the  enemy  made  a  Ptani 
on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  railroad.  The  enemy  was  behind  the  railroad  embauk- 
ment  and  hastily  constructed  breastworks,  from  which  he  opened  with  musketry 
and  artillery  upon  my  advance.  My  troops  now  being  on  hand,  I  immedi- 
ately placed  a  section  of  McGill's  battery  in  position,  and  opened  upon  them, 
while  my  skirmishers,  charging  forward,  drove  them  from  the  railroad  and  the 
works.  On  the  ground  from  which  the  rebels  were  driven  were  found  the  bodirt 
of  a  colonel  and  seven  privates,  besides  seven  dead  horses.  At  this  point  I 
made  connexion  with  the  14th  corps  upon  my  left.  Changing  directon  and 
moving  to  the  south  about  two  miles,  I  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  a 
commanding  ridge,  llere  I  formt^d  line  upon  the  extreme  right  of  the  corp.^. 
During  the  day  took  one  hundred  and  severity  prisoners.  The  night  passed 
with  the  usual  picket  firing 

July  4 — Skirmishing  in  my  front.  The  enemy  busily  engaged  in  stren^h- 
ening  their  works,  and  slashing  timber.  During  the  day  Bacterfield  and  Wil- 
liams moved  to  my  right  and  I  extended  my  line  to  the  left  across  the  gap  thus 
made,  to  connect  with  Davis's  division  of  the  14th  corps. 

July  5. — The  enemy  evacuated  during  the  previous  night,  and  at  daylight, 
with  my  command,  1  started  in  pursuit ;  passing  through  his  works,  elaborate 
and  strong,  marched  south  by  east  over  a  succession  of  rough  and  densely  wooded 
ridges  without  regular  roads,  crossing  Nickajack  creek  nojir  Ruff  &  Daniel^'a 
mill.  I  then  moved  towards  Turner's  ferry,  the  14th  corps  still  upon  my  left, 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee  on  my  right,  Williams  and  Butterfield  following  me. 
During  the  morning  my  skirmishers  became  slightly  engaged  with  the  eucmy'a 
cavalry,  who  routed  before  my  advance.  At  3  p.  m.  found  the  enemy  occupy- 
ing a  strong  line  of  works  on  hills  skirting  the  north  side  of  the  Chattahoochee. 
Posting  a  strong  picket  here  along  the  Nickajack,  closely  fronting  the  enemy's 
works,  1  massed  the  division  in  the  woods  near  the  Old  Factory  road,  and  on 
Dobbs's  farm,  my  right  connected  by  picket  with  the  army  of  the  Tenuessee. 
No  connexion  upon  my  left  with  the  14th  corps,  which  was  across  Nickajack 
creek.  From  my  ciimp  wt;  could  plaiidy  discern  the  steeples  and  chimneys  of 
Atlanta.  The  sight  of  the  city  gave  great  encouragement  to  my  men,  who, 
seeing  the  prize  which  was  to  crown  the  campaign,  looked  cheerfully  forward  to 
its  speedy  possession. 

July  6. — Relieved  at  3  p.  m.  by  the  first  division  15th  corps,  and  moved 
northward,  following  the  first  division  to  the  ridge  road  leading  to  Vining's  sta- 
tion ;  then  going  east,  encamped  in  op(;n  woods  east  of  Nickajack  creek. 

July  7. — Early  in  the  morning  moved  two  miles  southward,  and  formt'd  line 
on  the  right  of  the  third  division,  connecting  on  the  right  at  Nickajack  cretk 
with  first  division  loth  corps  ;  advanced  my  picket  line  so  that  I  might  clo.*t*ly 
observe  the  enemy  in  their  fortifications  Hear  the  river  No  skirmishing  during 
the  day.     Ward  and  Williams's  divisions  upon  my  left. 

July  S. — Remained  in  position  of  the  previous  day.  During  the  night  ihc 
enemy  evacuated  and  withdrew  across  the  river. 

July  9.— At  daylight  advanced  my  pickets  to  the  river  bank,  about  one  mile 
distmit,  taking  a  number  of  prisoners  and  deserters.  The  enemy's  pickets  in 
plain  view  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Country  on  both  banks  rougrh 
and  wooded.  The  evacuated  works  of  the  enemy  were  very  elaborate  and 
strong,  comprising  breastworks,  rifle-pits,  bastions,  stockades,  abatis,  chevaux- 
de-frise,  and  palis^ades. 

July  10. — Remained  in  camp,  making  every  disposition  for  a  few  days*  rest, 
and  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  troops. 

July  11  to  16. — Remained  encamped.  On  the  12th  the  15th  corps  moved  np 
the  river.     1  relieved  their  picket  line  on  our  immediate  right. 

July  17. — At  5  o'clock  in  the  evening  moved  to  the  right,  following  the  third 
division.     Reaching  Pace's  ferry,  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  on  pontoun  bridge 
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just  before  dark,  and  taking  the  road  brandling  to  the  left  from  the  Buck  Head, 
road,  marched  two  miles  and  encamped  near  a  white  house,  west  of  Nances' 
creek. 

July  18. — After  a  careful  reconrioissance  of  the  country  bj  the  second  brig- 
ade, as  far  eant  as  Nances'  creek,  above  the  crossing  of  the  Buck  Head  road 
about  noon,  under  orders  from  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  T  advanced, 
following  the  third  division,  constructing  two  bridges  over  Nances*  creek  al  Wil- 
liams's saw-mill.  Advancing  skirmishers  up  Buck  llead  road,  they  became 
slightly  engaged  with  the  enemy's  cavalry.  I  followed  immediately  with  the 
division,  and  on  reaching  the  junction  of  the  Howell's  Mill  road  (one  mile  east 
of  Buck  Head)  encamped,  throwing  up  works  in  my  front  covering  the  road. 

PEACH  TREE  CREEK. 

July  19. — At  daylight  (in  accordance  with  orders  from  Major  General  Hooker 
directing  me  to  advance  via  Howell's  mill)  1  moved  with  my  division  two 
miles  to  the  hill  overlooking  Howell's  mill,  where  I  found  Davis's  divi^^ion,  14th 
corps,  who8(i  skirmishers  were  hotly  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy  across  the 
creek  at  this  point.  Having  communicated  these  facts  to  the  major  general 
commanding  the  corps,  by  his  direction  I  moved  to  the  left  post,  (Casey's  house,) 
and  massed  my  divisicm  in  the  woods  on  hill  skirting  Peach  Tree  creek.  My 
position  here  was  about  three- quarters  of  a  mile  from  Howell's  mill;  my 
skirmishers  connected  with  those  of  the  4th  corps  on  my  h'ft.  They  were 
ordered  to  conceal  themselves  in  the  woods  and  bushes  close  to  the  creek,  and 
not  to  disclose  their  locations  by  firing.  To  my  right  the  country  was  cleared; 
no  connexion  was  formed  in  that  direction  with  the  14th  corps,  because  to  do 
BO  would  disclose  a  portion  of  my  movements  to  the  enemy.  Silence  was  enjoined 
upon  the  troops,  and  preparations  were  quickly  and  quietly  made  to  force  a 
crossing,  and  seize  a  prominent  hill  opposite,  which  wjis  held  by  the  enemy  with 
lifle-pits.  Peach  Tree  creek  at  this  point  was  twenty  feet  wide,  and  deep,  with 
marshy  banks  and  muddy  bottom.  The  hills  on  both  sides  were  steep  and 
irregular,  and  heavily  timbered,  while  along  both  banks  was  a  narrow  steep  of 
cleared  land,  widening  b.yond  my  right,  and  extending  out  into  an  open  country 
to  my  left,  in  front  of  the  right  of  the  4th  corps.  No  bridge  or  roads  crossed  the 
stream  in  ray  front.  Under  personal  supervision  of  Major  General  Hooker,  and 
also  of  myscflf,  both  batteries  of  the  division  were  quietly  posted  on  prominent 
points  in  the  woods  opposite  the  hill  mentioned  above,  which  projected  nearer 
t)ie  creek  than  any  other  of  th(»s<;  held  by  the  enemy.  Small  epaulments  of  logs 
were  constructed  for  the  protection  of  the  gunners,  while  the  pioneer  corps  prepared 
stringers,  logs,  and  rails  for  bridge  construction.  At  3  p.  m.  my  twelve  pieces 
of  artillery  op(^ned  on  the  hills  opposite,  and  my  skirmishers,  which  had  been 
re-enforced  to  a  very  heavy  line,  poured  in  a  furious  musketry  fire.  Under  cover 
of  this  a  foot  bridge  was  constructed  by  the  pioneer  corps,  and  Ireland's  brigade 
filed  across  on  the  double-quick,  fonned  on  the  other  side,  and  charged  and  car- 
ried the  hill.  All  was  done  very  quickly.  The  enemy,  completely  surprised, 
fled,  leaving  twenty-three  prisoners  and  their  intrenching  tools  in  our  hands.^  My 
other  two  bripides  followed  immediately,  formed  on  Ireland's  right,  and  erected 
strong  breastworks  as  a  tete-du  pont  for  our  place  of  crossing.  My  skirmish 
lines  wt^re  advanced  in  the  dusk  until  tiiey  encountered  the  newly  estaLdished 
picket  line  of  the  enemy  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  my  front.  During  the 
night  two  other  brigades  were  thrown  across  the  creek  in  my  rear,  and  roads  to 
them  w(Te  cut  for  the  artillery  and  wagons.  The  enemy  during  the  afternoon 
opened  a  battery  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  obliquely  in  front  of  my  left  flanlg 
and  fired  a  number  of  shots  at  the  troops  crossing  the  bridge,  but  without  effect. 

July  20. — Early  in  the  morning  Williams's  division  crossed  and  formed  on  the 
hills  to  my  right.     About  the  same  time  Ward  crossed  and  foic\si&\^^\^si.'vsi.'^^ 
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valley  to  my  left.  At  10  a.  m.,  in  compliance  with  orders,  my  skirmishers  moved 
forward,  supported  by  Candy's  brigade,  Jones's  brigade  following  Candy's; 
crossing  two  timbered  ridges  in  front  of  my  breastworks,  the  enemy's  skirmi^thers 
were  driven,  after  a  sharp  engagement,  from  the  third  ridge  in  the  woods,  and 
from  a  cornfield  on  the  right  of  it.  The  position  gained  was  a  most  important 
one,  and  was  immediately,  at  12  m.,  occnpied  by  Candy's  brigade  in  line;  a  few 
rails  were  piled  up  by  the  troops  as  a  protection  along  tlieir  front.  While  Canby'a 
brigade  took  position  on  tbe  ridge,  a  closely  contested  skirmish  was  g'^ing  on 
between  the  enemy  and  the  skirmishers  of  Ward's  division — the  latter  attempting 
to  gain  possession  of  a  large  cleared  bill  directly  to  my  left.  A  section  of  Buudy'a 
battery  was  brought,  went  into  position  on  my  left  in  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
and  opened  an  enfilading  fire  upon  tbe  enemy  opposed  to  Ward  ;  Ward's 
skirmishers  advancing  at  the  same  time,  tbe  enemy  fled.  I  now  placed  Joncr^'s 
brigade  in  two  lines  in  support  of  Candy's,  brought  up  all  of  my  artilb^ry  and 
posted  it  on  Candy's  line,  and  had  Ireland's  brigade  massed  on  the  ridge  behind 
Jones.  Major  General  Hooker  informed  me  that  General  Williams  had  been 
directed  to  advance  on  my  right  and  connect;  the  left  of  General  Williams  was 
then  about  500  yards  directly  in  rear  of  my  right,  which  was  much  exposed, 
inclining  (necessarily  from  the  shape  of  the  ridge)  slightly  towards  the  front 
The  position  here,  to  be  understood  with  reference  to  the  heavy  battle  of  July 
20,  uvciU  accurate  description.  The  ridge  occupied  by  Candy  and  Jones  was 
heavily  timbered,  as  was  the  country  in  their  rear,  and  to  their  left  the  sur- 
rounding country  presented  broken  ridges,  with  deep  ravines  and  thicki?ts,  while 
here  and  there  were  isolated  hills  and  spurs.  In  front  and  to  the  right  of  my 
first  brigade  the  country  was  densely  timbered  for  two  miles.  Directly  in  front 
of  Candy  and  to  his  left  it  was  cleared.  The  cleared  space  in  his  front  was  about 
600  yards  wide ;  that  to  his  left  opened  out  into  the  valley  of  Peachtree  creek. 
About  SO  yards  to  his  left  ran  a  swampy  stream,  a  tributary  of  that  creek  ;  beyond 
this  stream  rose  the  broad  hill  held  by  AVard's  skirmishers,  while  his  divij^ion 
lay  in  line  on  the  lower  slope  of  that  hill  in  Peachtree  valley.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  my  main  line  occupied  a  position  equally  advanced  with  the  skirmi?»hers 
of  the  other  division.  My  skirmishers  had  advanced  across  a  swampy  rivulet 
about  300  yards  in  front  of  my  main  line,  their  left  in  the  open  field,  and  their  right 
on  a  high,  narrow,  timbered  hill  in  front  of  my  right.  Deeming  that  hill  au  im- 
portant outpost,  I  directjed  Colonel  Jones  to  send  a  regiment  to  occupy  it.  The 
thirty-third  New  Jersey  volunteers  was  immediately  sent,  and  I  went  to  tliebiil 
to  reconnoitre,  directing  another  regiment  from  Colonel  Jones's  brigade  to  follow 
the  thirty-third  New  Jersey  volunteers.  On  reachuig  the  hill  I  found  my 
skirmishers  on  the  crest  of  it,  and  the  thirty-third  New  Jersey  just  arriving. 
On  my  way  I  met  three  prisoners  sent  in  from  the  skirmish  line ;  they  were  quite 
communicative,  saying  that  there  were  no  large  bodies  of  their  troops  within  two 
miles.  The  thirty-third  New  Jersey  formed  in  line  on  the  hill,  and  I  directed 
a  portion  of  the  skirmish  line  to  advance  a  short  distance  along  the  slope  of  the 
ridge  to  developethe  intentions  of  the  enemy,  who  were  keeping  perfectly  quiet; 
not  a  man  was  to  be  seen  or  heard  of  in  any  direction.  These  skirmishers  had 
ndvaticed  but  a  few  rods  when  tlie  enemy  opened  in  a  continuous  fire  upon  us  from 
our  right  and  front,  and  were  found  to  be  advancing  in  very  heavy  force  on  all  sides, 
being  already  within  seventy- five  yards  of  us  ;  their  heaviest  attack  being  on  my 
right.  The  thirty-third  New  Jersey  volunteers,  together  with  my  skirmish  line, 
were  quickly  forced  back  to  my  main  line,  with  considerable  loss.  Scarcely  had 
they  rejoined  the  main  body  wh(?n  the  enemy,  in  immense  force,  rapidly  and 
fiercely  burst  upon  the  right  flank  of  Candy's  and  Jones's  brigades,  and  passed 
their  flanks  to  their  rear,  at  the  same  time  charging  on  Candy's  right,  front,  and 
rear.  It  was  necessary  to  change  front  with  a  portion  of  my  conrmiand  to  meet 
the  impending  danger.  The  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  h  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers, holding  that  part  of  the  front  line  in  which  my  artillery  was  posted,  remained 
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to  fight  tbe  enemy  in  tbat  direction.  The  sixtieth  New  York  volunteers  of  Ireland's 
brigade,  and  tbe  one  hundred  and  nineteenth  New  York  volunteers,  and  seventy- 
third  and  one  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers  of  Jones's  brigade, 
assisted  in  supporting  the  artillery ;  these  five  regiments,  with  the  aid  of  the 
batteries,  fighting  on  all  sides  and  holding  the  hill,  while,  with  the  rest  of  my 
command,  I  quickly  changed  front  and  formed  in  the  midst  of  the  battle,  con- 
necting with  General  Williams's  division.  This  was  done  by  changing  the  front 
to  the  right,  with  all  of  Candy's  brigade,  except  the  one  hundred  and  forty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  deploying  Ireland's  and  Jones's  brigades  in  one 
line,  connecting  Ireland's  left  with  Candy's  and  Jones's  right  with  General  Wil- 
liams's left.  The  following  diagram  will  show  the  position.  All  these  changes 
were  completed  within  an  hour,  during  which  the  battle  raged  on  every  side 
with  terrific  fury.  The  ^ve  regiments,  with  the  batteries  as  already  mentioned* 
held  throughout  the  hill  occupied  by  them  at  noon.  All  my  artillery  was  in 
position  there,  and  was  served  rapidly  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
battle  with  great  heroism,  coolness,  and  skill.  That  hill  was  the  key  position 
of  the  entire  battle ;  once  gained  by  the  enemy,  the  day  was  lost.  The  enemy, 
perceiving  its  importance,  surged  in  immense  masses  against  it,  while  the  dispositions 
of  my  command  were  being  made  as  before  stated,  but  they  stood  as  firm  as 
a  rock,  and  mowed  down  column  after  column  of  that  vast  struggling  mass  that 
charged  them  from  three  sides.  I  have  never  seen  more  heroic  fighting;  for 
three  hours  the  fury  of  the  battle  along  our  entire  line  could  not  be  surpassed. 
Then  the  tempest  of  sounds  and  missiles  began  to  decrease  gradually,  and  by 
dark  nothing  but  the  heavy  skirmishing  remained. 

General  Hood  had  massed  the  greater  part  of  his  entire  army  in  this  furious 
assault  upon  a  single  corps,  and  that  one  the  smallest  one  in  our  army,  and  was 
whipped  back  to  the  ground  he  had  left  in  the  morning.  It  is  with  a  feeling 
of  unusual  admiration  for  the  troops  under  my  command  that  I  record  the  history 
of  their  part  in  the  battle  of  Peachtree  creek,  attacked  by  overwhelming  numbers 
from  front,  right  flank,  and  rear.  Five  regiments,  with  the  artillery,  held  the 
key  position,  while  fighting  terribly  all  the  time.  The  rest  of  my  command 
changed  its  front,  formed  a  connectetl  line,  and  threw  themselves  into  the  com- 
bat with  such  determination  and  valor  that  they  overcame  five  times  their  num- 
ber. This  result  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  by  changing  my  front  in  the 
manner  described,  our  troops  del  vered  an  effective  and  persistent  cross-fire  upon 
the  enemy  at  the  moment  when  they  were  flushed  with  the  anticipation  of  victory, 
and,  supposing  themselves  entrap; )ed,  they  retreated  broken  and  dismayed. 
This  battle  was  a  very  remarkable  one,  as  a  test  of  the  discipline  and  valor  of 
our  troo[>s,  ami  as  th(i  first  defeat  of  the  newly  appointed  commander  of. 
the  rebel  arrny ;  it  was  glorious  in  its  result.  The  trees  everywhere  bore  marks 
of  the  extreme  severity  of  the  contest,  and  lecalled  to  ray  mind  the  scene  of  con- 
flict when  the  same  divisinn  fought  at  Gi'ttysburg,  Not  a  tree  or  bush  within 
the  entire  range  but  bore  the  score  of  battle.  The  appearance  of  the  enemy  as 
they  charged  upon  our  front  across  the  clear  field  was  magnificent ;  rarely  has 
such  a  sight  been  presented  in  battle.  Pouring  out  from  the  woods,  they  ad- 
vanced in  immense  grey  and  brown  masses  (not  lines)  with  flags  and  banners, 
many  of  them  new  and  beautiful,  while  their  generals  and  staff  officers  were  in 
plain  view,  with  drawn  sabres  flashing  in  the  light,  galloping  here  and  there  as 
they  ur*;ed  their  troops  on  to  the  charge.  The  rebel  tr^x  »ps  also  seemed  to  rush  for- 
ward with  more  than  customary  nerve  and  heartiness  in  the  attack.  This  grand 
charge  was  Hood's  inaugural,  and  his  army  came  upon  us  that  day  full  ot  high 
hope,  confident  that  the  small  force  in  their  front  could  not  withstand  them;  but. 
their  ardor  and  confidence  were  soun  shaken.  My  artillery,  srrved  with  the 
utmost  rapidity,  even  while  receiving  volleys  from  the  roar,  poured  out  steady 
discharges  of  cariij*ter  and  shell,  and  we  could  see  the  great  gaps  m  lbA.t^^\sv^ 
pact  mass  of  human  beings  as  each  shot  tore  through  the  ranks.      'YN^v^^"^  xaaa^^R.^ 
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of  the  enemy  that  charged  upon  my  right  and  rear  reached,  at  one  time,  within 
five  yards  ot  Bundy's  battery,  but,  by  the  cool  bravery  of  my  officers  and  men, 
were  driven  back.  I  cannot  refrain  from  especially  mentioning  Major  Reynold?, 
chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps,  who,  with  Captain  Aleshire,  my  own  chief,  was 
present  on  my  line,  and  rendered  distinguished  services  throughout  the  severest 
portion  of  the  battle.  Colonel  Andrew  Pardee,  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh  Pensylvania  volunteers,  deserves  special  mention  for  the  determination, 
discipline,  and  perst»nal  gallantry  displayed  in  holding  his  position,  in  support 
of  the  artillery,  under  a  terrible  fire  from  his  flank  and  rear.  My  loss,  invalaa- 
ble  officers,  was  particularly  severe.  Captain  Thomas  A.  Eliott,  assistant  adju- 
tant general  on  my  staff,  was  killed  instantly* in  the  thickest  of  the  battle.  His 
death  was  a  severe  loss  to  me  personally,  as  well  au  to  my  division.  He  had 
served  with  me,  as  assistant  adjutant  general,  for  nearly  three  years,  and  was 
distinguislied  for  his  ability  and  gallantry.  Colonel  George  A.  Cobham,  one  hun- 
dred and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  a  model  gentleman  and  commander, 
fell  mortally  wounded.  For  one  year  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  2d  corpe, 
by  the  consolidation  of  the  llth  and  12th,  he  commanded  the  second  brigade 
of  my  division,  and  lead  it  with  great  credit  through  the  battle  of  Gettysburg:, 
Wauhatchie,  Lookout  mountain.  Mission  ridge,  and  Ringgold.  He  participated, 
with  his  regiment,  in  all  the  battles  and  movements  of  our  present  campai^, 
and,  during  the  absence  of  Colonel  Ireland,  commanded  my  third  brigade  in  the 
battle  of  Resaca  and  New  Hope  church.  His  loss  is  deeply  felt  and  deplored 
throughout  the  division.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Randall,  one  hundred  and  fortv- 
ninth  New  York  volunteers,  a  brave  and  excellent  officer,  was  killed  while  fight- 
ing gallantly  in  command  of  his  regiment. 
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Four  hundred  and  nine  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  buried  by  fatigue  parties  from 
my  division,  in  my  front,  and  I  had  information,  deemed  reliable,  that  about  two 
hundred  (200)  were  carried  back  and  buried  by  them  from  the  same  portion  of  the 
field.  From  these  statements,  and  from  the  terrible  punishment  inflicted  upon 
the  enemy  crowded  together  in  dense  masses,  I  can  safely  estimate  their  loss  in 
my  front,  at  the  least,  at  2,500  men. 

July  21. — Early  this  morning  my  skirmishers  were  advanced  about  400  yards 
and  found  the  enemy's  pickets  beyond.  The  day  passed  quietly,  my  details 
being  occupied  in  burying  my  own  and  the  enemy's  dead. 

July  22. — At  5  a.  m.  1  advanced  my  skirmishers  and  found  that  the  enemj 
had  withdrawn.  A  general  advance  being  ordered  (of  the  corns)  at  6  a.  m,  I 
m(jved  with  my  division  through  the  woods,  across  a  very  rough  broken  countrv. 
in  the  direction  of  AtlanU.  My  sec(md  and  third  brigades  moved  m  parallel 
columns,  Ist  brigade  following.  After  marching  about  a^mile  we  crossed  the  for- 
tifications evacuated  by  the  enemy  the  night  before.  The  works  were  ^-eiy 
strong  and  were  the  outer  line  of  the  defence  of  Atlanta.  Taming  here  to  the 
right,  in  a  few  minutes  I  reached  the  broad  road  running  from  Howell'^  mill  to 
Atlanta.     On  this  road  the  fourteenth  corps  and  General  Williams'e  iirmn 
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were  advancing  with  my  third  and  first  brigades,  I  followed  until  near  its 
ijinction  with  the  Marietta  road,  when  my  skirmidhers  connecting  with  those  of 
General  Williams's  division,  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy,  driving  tlicm  to 
the  main  fortifications  of  Atlanta.  My  second  brigade,  wh  ch  had  moved  nearly 
a  mile  through  the  woods  further  to  the  left,  joined  me  at  this  point.  The 
enemy  opened  upon  us  with  artillery  from  a  fort  in  our  front,  on  Marietta  street, 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  By  direction  of  the  major  general  commanding  corps  I 
took  position  on  a  cleared  ridge  half  a  mile  east  of  Howell's  mill  road,  and  de- 
ployed my  entire  division  except  two  regiments  in  front,  Ime  facing  south  and 
confronting  the  forts  on  Marietta  street,  about  1,00(T  yards  distant.  AVard'a 
division  connected  with  my  left,  and  Williams's  with  my  right.  Here,  within 
two  hours,  my  troops  erected  strong  breastworks,  and  my  artillery  took  position 
on  commanding  points  in  the  line.  My  skirmishers  advanced  close  to  the 
enemy's  fortifications  and  then  constructed  ojitpost  defences.  From  my  loca- 
tion here  to  the  centre  of  Atlanta  was  two  miles.  Sharp  skirmishing  and  artil- 
lery duelling  continued  during  the  day  and  late  into  the  night,  shells  from  our 
guns  being  thrown  far  into  the  city.  At  1  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  strong  dash 
on  our  pickets,  but  were  quickly  driveu  back.  My  intrench ments  were  com- 
pleted during  the  afternoon,  and  abatis  constructed  along  my  front. 

JuJi^  23. — Artillery  duelling  and  skirmishing  continued.  At  noon  the  enemy 
made  another  unsuccesful  attempt  to  drive  in  our  pickets.  Continued  to  strengthen 
my  intrenchments  and  abatis. 

J«/y  24. — My  command  was  employed  constructing  an  advance  parallel 
about  six  hundred  yards  iu  front  of  the  first  line.  At  9  p.  m.,  in  pursuance  of 
orders  from  the  major  general  commanding  the  department,  a  strong  demon- 
stration was  made  by  Williams's  division,  arousing  the  enemy  along  our  entire 
front  and  eliciting  from  him  a  sharp  fire.  My  troops,  keeping  well  under  cover, 
suffered  very  few  casualties. 

Jfilf/  26. — My  new  line  of  works,  elaborately  and  strongly  constructed,  was 
finished  and  occupied  by  my  troops  at  night.  This  parallel  shortened  the  line 
of  the  corps  so  much  that  Ward's  division  was  entirely  relieved  by  a  portion  of 
mine,  and  the  fortifications  of  the  corps  were  occupied  by  the  first  and  second 
divisions,  the  third  withdrawing  behind  our  centre  in  reserve. 

Jkli/  27. — At  6  a.  m.,  in  pursuance  of  orders  transmitted  from  Major  General 
Sherman,  1  sent  out  from  my  division  two  hundred  men,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pensylvania  volunteers, 
to  make  a  demonstration  against  the  eupmy.  This  force  drove  in  the  pickets, 
and  established  our  outposts  where  those  of  the  enemy  had  been.  The  army 
of  the  Tennessee  passed  my  rear  all  day,  moving  from  the  left  to  the  right  of 
the  army.  The  order  relieving,  at  his  own  request,  Major  General  Hooker 
from  command  of  the  corps,  was  received  to-day,  and  caused  expressions  of 
profound  regret  throughout  the  command.  Brigadier  General  Williams  was,  by 
the  same  order,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  the  corps. 

Juli/  28. — The  foienoon  passed  iu  comparative  quiet,  the  enemy  throwing 
occasionally  64-p()under  shells  of  the  James  projectile  pattern  in  our  direction 
from  heavy  guns  recently  mounted  in  a  fort  near  the  railroad  and  close  to  Mrs. 
Pender's  house.  About  1  p.  m.  the  sounds  of  battle  came  from  the  direction 
of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  several  miles  distant  to  our  right,  and  lasted 
until  3  p.  m.  at  which  time  the  enemy  opened  heavily  on  my  own  lines  with 
artillery,  continuing  their  fire  until  dark,  but  causing  very  few  casualties 
among  our  troops. 

Juli/  29. — In  pursuance  of  orders  my  pickets  felt  of  the  enemy  frequently 
during  the  nighty  and  again  strongly  at  daylight,   but   discovered  no  signs  of 
their  giving  way.     Considerable  artillery  firing  from  both   sides   to-day  along 
my  front.     By  order  of  the  brigadier  general  commanding  corps,  1  %^\N\.^Ni^»^^ 
sixtieth  New  York  volunteers,  under  Colonel  Goddard,  in  the  fol:^w'^^>^^  \.^  ^s^s^'^ 
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a  strong  domonstration  on  the  enemy's  lines.  The  duty  was  performed  in  fine 
style,  driving  in  their  pickets  with  the  loss,  on  our  side,  of  but  one  man  slightly 
wounded. 

July  30  and  31. — Nothing  of  interest  to  record. 

August  1  and  2. — Picket  firing  throughout  the  day,  which  liecame  very 
heavy  at  night ;  artillery  firing  on  both  sides,  sharp  firing  at  intervals  through- 
out. 

August  3. — At  5  p.  m.  the  pickets  made  a  demonstration  in  their  front, 
exciting  a  lively  artillery  fire  from  the  rebel  works,  our  artillery  replying  occa- 
sionally. 

August  4. — Received  orders  to  have  the  whole  command  vigilant  at  its  post. 
At  1  p.  m.  the  sound  of  heavy  fighting  was  heard  on  the  extreme  right,  which 
ceased  shortly  after  3  p.  m.,  all  remaining  quiet,  until  about  8.30  p.  m.,  when 
heavy  artillery  and  musketry  firing  was  again  heard  from  the  same  direction. 
The  firing  lasted  only  about  twenty  minutes,  after  which  fitful  firing  occurred 
along  the  lines. 

August  5,  6,  7,  and  8. — Usual  picket  and  artillery  firing.  Five  deserter* 
came  into  my  lines. 

August  9. — A  detail  from  the  command  was  engaged  in  coDstmcting  six 
embrasures  for  siege  artillery  in  the  works  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-ninth 
New  York  volunteers  on  my  left.  By  order  of  G-eneral  Sherman  all  the 
artillery  opened  upon  the  city,  firing  about  fifty  rounds  per  gun.  The  enemy 
responded  feebly  in  my  front,  firing  from  but  one  fort.  The  enemy  could  be 
seen  constructing  bomb-proofs  in  their  works.     Three  deserters  came  in. 

August  10. — The  embrasures  were  finished,  and  three  4^-inch  guns  were 
placed  in  position;  opened  fire  upon  Atlanta  at  4  p.  m.,  which  was  maintaioe^i 
throughout  the  night.     Two  deserters  came  in. 

August  11  and  12. — Ordinary  firing  from  pickets  and  lartillery. 

August  13. — By  order  of  Major  General  Sherman  all  the  artillery  bearing 
upon  the  city  was  directed  to  open  and  continue  a  regular  fire  upon  it  daring 
the  afternoon  and  night.  About  11  p.  m.  a  large  fire  bioke  out  in  the  city; 
bells  and  cries  of  fire  were  plainly  audible.  The  tire  became  larger  and  continued 
until  daylight. 

August  14. — Artillery  still  playing  at  intervals  upon  the  city.  Deserter? 
coming  into  my  lines  agree  in  representing  groat  dissatisfaction  existing  in  Hood's 
army.  Shortly  after  dark  another  large  fire  broke  out  in  the  city,  lasting  about 
three  hours. 

August  15  and  16. — Picket  and  artillery  firing  as  usual.  Verbal  orders 
received  to  withdraw  my  command  from  the  works  in  the  night  of  the  ISth, 
and  move  Quietly  and  quickly  to  Pace's  ferry  on  the  Chattahoochee,  then  to 
hold  the  bridge,  and  guard  the  approach  to  the  railroad. 

August  17. — Received  written  orders  suspending  the  proposed  movement 
until  further  notice. 

August  18. — At  4  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  heavily  with  artillery  along  his 
entire  line,  inflicting  but  little  damage  Batteries  on  our  line  promptly  and 
actively  replied.     The  cjinnonade  lasted  heavily  until  7  o'clock  a.  m. 

August  19. — At  4  a.  m.  the  artillery  opened  along  our  entire  line  fririoiisly  upon 
the  enemy,  firing  twelve  rounds  per  gun. 

August  20,  21,  22,  and  23. — Ordinary  firing  of  pickets,  and  artillery. 

August  24. — The  movement  previously  ordered,  and  which  had  been  sus- 
pended on  the  17th  instant,  was  again  ordered,  and  all  the  trains  of  the  command 
crossed  the  Chattahoochee. 

August  25, — At  7  a.  m.  received  orders  from  corps  headquarters  directing  me 
to  withdraw  during  the  night  to  Pace's  ferry,  the  hour  of  withdrawal  to  be 
designated  at  a  later  period  of  the  day.  At  daylight  sent  one  r^ment  and  the 
pioneer  corps  from  each  brigade  to  Pace's  ferry  to  constmct  defensive  works  on 
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the  east  side  of  the  river.  At  8  o'clock  I  proceeded  in  person  to  the  ferry, 
euperintended  laying  out  the  tete-du-pont,  and  surveying  grounds  in  vicinity 
with  especial  reference  to  forming  a  line  of  works.  At  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, in  consultation  with  General  Williams,  decided  upon  the  details  for  the 
movement  during  the  night.  The  troops  to  withdraw  at  9  o'clock  to  the  second 
ridge  in  rear  of  the  works,  and  there  await  the  movement  of  the  4lh  corps  past  my 
rear,  the  command  to  move  to  its  position  on  the  river  as  soon  as  the  4th  cor{)s  had 
passed ;  Bundy 's  battery  to  accompany  my  division,  the  pickets  to  remain  until  the 
movement  was  completed,  and  then  to  follow  the  main  body  to  the  river.  At  9 
p.  TO.  my  troops  withdrew  from  the  works  and  massed  at  the  point  indicated.  The 
4th  corps  was  to  have  moved  at  9  p.  m.,  but  from  some  cause  unknown  to  me  failed  to 
do  so.  By  night  only  two  brigades  of  the  4th  corps  had  passed  my  position.  I 
decided  not  to  await  the  passage  of  the  remainder  of  the  corps,  as  to  do  so  would 
delay  me  until  after  daylight;  and  the  road  being  clear  1  moved  my  divij»ion  out 
(without  interrupting  in  the  slightest  degree  the  march  of  the  4th  corps)  to  the 
main  road,  over  a  new  one  through  the  woods,  which  I  had  cut  during  the  day, 
and  moved  rapidly  on,  and  reached  Pace's  ferry  about  4  a.  m.  on  the  morning 
of  the  2Gth.  The  command  was  immediately  posted ;  third  brigade  on  the  left, 
extending  across  the  Buckhead  road,  covering  the  bridge  at  the  ferry;  the  second 
brigade  in  the  centre,  joining  the  third ;  the  first  on  the  right,  joining  the  irecond 
and  connecting  with  Williams's  division  on  the  north  side  of  Peachtree  cret'k; 
Bundy's  battery,  placed  in  the  works  before  Atlanta,  joined  my  command  at  6 
o'clock  a  m.  The  withdrawal  from  my  works  before  Atlanta,  and  the  march 
of  nine  miles  to  the  ferry,  were  all  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a  man  or  of 
any  material. 
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About  noon  the  enemy^s  cavalry  appeared  in  my  front,  and  slight  skirmishing 
commenced  between  them  and  my  pickets  At  3  o'clock  a  body  of  cavalry 
di!*mounted  charged  the  picket  line,  but  were  driven  back  with  a  loss  of  eight 
killed  left  on  the  field,  some  twenty-five  wounded,  and  three  prisoners,  with  no 
casualties  in  my  command.  Skirmishing  continued  throughout  the  afternoon. 
The  artillery  firing  a  few  shells  into  the  cavalry  caused  them  to  disperse  rapidly. 
The  enemy  was  busily  engaged  in  feeling  my  lines  at  8  p.  m.  Colonel  Minty, 
commanding  a  brigade  in  General  Garrard's  cavalry  division,  reported  to  me 
that  the  seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry  was  left  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
with  orders  to  patrol  up  the  river  as  far  as  Soap  creek.  During  the  afternoon 
Z^Iajor  General  Slocum,  assigned  to  command  the  corps,  rode  along  ray  lines  and 
was  received  with  hearty  enthusiasm  by  the  men  of  his  old  command. 

August  27. — During  the  day  was  very  busily  engaged  perfecting  my  lines, 
constructing  breastworks,  rifle-pits,  and  abatis.  The  line  to  be  held  by  my 
division,  being  about  2f  miles  in  length,  required  a  vast  amount  of  labor  to  place 
in  proper  condition.  Two  pieces  of  Knapp's  battery  were  placed  in  position  in 
a  work  thrown  up  on  the  right  of  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  rail- 
road bridge  and  other  bridges  at  Montgomery  ferry.  Major  G^^^CiRx^^'^v^s^ssv 
to-day  formally  took  command  of  the  corps. 
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August  28,  29,  and  30,  paased  with  slight  skirmishing  on  the  extreme  picket 
line,  the  troops  busily  engnged  working  on  the  defences. 

Aiignst  31. — At  6  a.  ni.,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  I 
sent  out  a  reconnoitring  party  of  two  hundred  men  under  Colonel  Flynn,  twenty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers.  Colonel  Flynn.  moving  on  the  Buckhead  road, 
found  the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets  on  the  west  side  of  Nances'  creek.  Moving 
to  his  left,  he  flanked  and  drove  them,  and  then  crossed  the  creek,  moving  on 
the  road  to  the  i-ight  about  a  mile,  when  he  again  found  the  enemy  posted  in 
rail  works  on  the  further  edge  of  the  cleared  hill.  He  exchanged  a  few  volleys 
with  them,  but  believing  their  numbers  to  be  too  great  to  be  driven,  and  his 
object  being  to  find,  not  to  fight,  the  enemy,  he  retired,  recrossed  the  creek,  and 
moving  down  the  road  turned  northward  on  a  smaller  road,  over  which  the  corps 
had  marched  on  the  18th  of  July.  On  again  reaching  the  creek,  he  found  the 
enemy's  cavalry  pickets  on  the  west  side;  these  he  quickly  drove,  and  again 
crossing  the  creek,  and  moving  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  met  the  enemy  in- 
trenched in  a  field  near  the  junction  of  the  road  on  which  he  was  marching; 
this  being  the  right  of  the  same  line  he  had  encountered  below.  Having  fulfilled 
his  orders  by  ascertaining  the  position  of  the  enemy,  Colonel  Flynn  returned 
without  loss. 

I^eptember  1. — Day  passed  without  change. 

Se])teviber  2. — In  obedience  to  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  I  sent  out  a 
reconnoitring  party.  The  reconnoissance  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Thomas  M.  Walker,  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and 
was  composed  of  the  one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  sixtieth 
New  York  volunteers,  and  details  from  the  one  hundred  and  second  New  York 
volunteers  and  twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  twenty  men  from  the 
seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry.  Captain  Lambert,  acting  assistant  inspector  gen- 
eral, and  Lieutenant  Schelling,  of  my  stafiP,  accompanied  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Walker.  The  reconnoissance  moved  out  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  Buckhead  road. 
Skirmishers  were  thrown  to  the  front  immediately  after  passing  the  pickets,  bat 
the  column  advanced  rapidly  until  after  crossing  Nances*  creek,  and  to  the  pohit 
at  which  the  road  branched  to  Buckhead.  At  this  point  the  road  gave  indica- 
tions of  the  recent  passage  of  a  column  of  cavalry.  The  main  body  was  here 
halted,  and  the  sixtieth  New  York  volunteers  sent  down  the  Buckhead  road  to 
the  junction  of  the  Howell's  Mill  road.  Having  received  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  the  sixtieth  New  York  volunteers  at  the  point  indicated,  the  column 
moved  on,  and  the  sixtieth  New  Y'^ork  volunteers  was  ordered  to  move  towards 
Howard's  mill  and  there  join  the  main  body.  On  reaching  the  creek  at  the  mill 
it  was  learned  that  Ferguson's  rebel  cavalry  brigade,  which  had  been  encamped 
there,  had  moved  a  few  hours  previously  towards  Atlanta.  The  bridge  over 
Peachtree  creek  at  this  place  had  been  destroyed.  Little  delay,  however,  wad 
experienced ;  the  infantry  crossing  on  a  large  log,  the  cavalry  fording,  the  colamn 
moved  on  towards  the  city.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  accompanied  by  the 
cavalry,  preceded  his  infantry  and  entered  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  where  he 
met  Colonel  Coburn,  commanding  the  reconnoissance  of  the  third  division,  who 
had  also  preceded  his  troops,  discovering  that,  with  the  exception  of  Ferguson's 
cavalry  brigade,  there  were  no  troops  in  the  city.  It  was  agreed  that  their 
commands  should  enter  the  city  at  the  same  time,  which  was  done,  the  enemy's 
cavalry  retiring  before  them.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker's  command  was  the 
first  to  reach  the  city  hall,  upon  which  the  colors  of  the  sixtieth  New  York  and 
one  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers  were  immediately  hoisted. 
To  these  regiments,  representing  my  division,  belong  the  immortal  hoDora  of 
placing  upon  the  rebel  stronghold  the  first  Union  flags,  and  to  give  the  first 
practical  announcement  that  the  long  campaign  had  ended  in  glorious  victorv; 
that  the  gate  city  of  the  south  was  ours.  Receiving  the  intellig^icd  of  tie 
evacuation  of  the  city,  I  immediately  ordered  forward  the  second  and  third  brig- 
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ades  and  Bundy'a  battery,  preceding  them  in  person,  thus  leaving  the  entire  line 
of  works  at  the  ferry  to  be  held  by  the  first  brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Ario  Pardee.  Tlie  troops  arrived  during  the  evening,  and  were  massed  on 
McDonough  and  Whitehall  streets. 

Septembffr  3. — Early  in  the  morning  my  two  brigades  were  placed  in  position 
in  the  fortifications;  the  third  brigade  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  line 
from  the  East  Point  railroad  to  the  McDonough  road  and  south  of  the  city. 

September  4. — The  fii*st  brigade,  being  ordered  from  the  Cattahoochee,  arrived 
in  the  city  at  3  o'clock,  and  was  placed  in  the  works  on  the  right  of  the  third 
brigade,  west  of  the  city.  The  second  brigade  was  relieved  towards  the  evening 
by  the  third  brigade,  third  division,  and  moved  to  the  right  of  the  McDonough 
niad,  the  lines  of  the  third  brigade  having  been  shortene^i.  The  one  hundred 
and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers  was  to-day  detached  for  provost  guard 
duty,  and  reported  to  Colonel  Cogswell,  commanding.  Post  orders  were  received 
from  Major  General  Sherman  announcing  the  accomplishment  by  the  army  of 
its  undertaking  in  the  complete  reduction  and  occupation  of  Atlanta,  and  indica- 
tory that  the  spring  campaign  was  closed. 

T/ie  casualties  in  the  battles  and  intervening  marches  described  tn  the  preceding 
report  amount  to  an  aggregate  as  follows: 
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The  loss  of  field  officers  during  the  campaign  has  been  unusually  heavy.  All 
of  the  regiments  save  three,  and  all  the  L)rigades,  changed  commanders  at  least 
once  during  the  campaign.  These  frequent  changes  have  caused  great  difficulty 
in  procuring  the  proper  reports,  and,  in  consequence,  prevented  me  from  submit- 
ting my  report  at  an  earlier  period.  In  addition  to  these  losses,  I  have,  since 
the  close  of  the  campaign,  been  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  gallant  officer  and 
efficient  brigade  commander  by  the  death,  from  disease,  on  the  LOth  instant,  of 
Colonel  David  Ireland,  one  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  volunteers, 
and  captain  in  the  fifteenth  United  States  infantry.  Colone  1  Ireland  had  com- 
manded the  third  brigade  of  my  division  for  upwards  of  ten  months,  and  greatly 
distinguished  himself  by  his  gallantry  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  his  com- 
mand has  participated.  In  his  death  I  lose  a  valued  personal  friend ;  the  coun- 
try one  of  its  noblest  defenders.  My  staff  suffered  severely.  Captain  Eliott,  my 
assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Captain  Wheeler,  chief  of  artillery,  having  been 
killed;  Captain  Veal,  assistant  commissary  of  musters,  severely,  and  Captain 
Wilbur,  aiae- de-camp,  slightly,  wounded,  and  Captain  Davis,  aide-de-camp,  cap- 
tured. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  special  reference  to  the  officers  composing 
my  personal  and  departmental  staff.  To  Captain  William  F.  Forbes,  for  a  time 
assistant  inspector  general,  and  assistant  adjutant  general  after  the  death  of  the 
lamented  Eliott ;  Captain  R.  H.  Wilbur,  aide-de-camp,  and  commissary  of  musters 
after  the  brave  Captain  Veal  was  wounded ;  Captain  William  H.  Lambert,  aide- 
de-camp,  and  assistant  inspector  general  after  the  promotion  of  Captain  Forbes ; 
and  to  Captain  J.  J.  Cantine  and  Lieutenants  Sherwood  and  Amor,  I  tender  \xv^ 
warmest  and  special  thanks  for  the  hearty  accord  and  energetic  fevsc^^wX*'^'^'!  ^^ 
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all  times  gave  to  every  movement  that  seemed  to  be  for  the  iuterest  and  success 
of  our  cause.  To  Captain  Ire  B  Seymour,  provost  marshal,  Captain  Schilling, 
topographical  engineer,  and  Lieutenant  Chapman,  chief  of  ambulances,  I  return 
my  tlianks  for  their  faithfulness  and  readiness  to  perform  their  respective  duties, 
no  matter  what  was  to  be  done  or  what  risk  to  be  encountered.  Captain  Parkiu, 
assistant  quartermaster,  Captain  Gillette,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  Captain 
"Wilson,  ordnance  officer,  are  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation  for  the 
succesfciful  manner  in  which  their  several  departments  were  conducted.  To  mj 
surgeon  in  chief,  H.  E.  Goodman,  myself  and  my  entire  command  are  under  the 
deepest  obligations  for  the  manner  in  which,  under  his  own  personal  Bupervision, 
the  sick  and  wounded  of  my  division  have  been  attended. 

Thus  triumphantly  ended  this  campaign,  unequalled  in  the  present  war  for 
glorious  victory  over  almost  insurmountable  difficulties,  and  unsurpassed  in 
modern  history.  Thus  has  ended  a  campaign  which  shall  stand  forever  a 
monument  of  the  valor,  the  endurance,  the  patriotism  of  the  American  soldier; 
four  months  of  hard,  constant  labor,  under  the  hot  sun  of  a  southern  summer; 
four  mouths  scarce  a  day  of  which  has  been  passed  out  of  the  sound  of  the  crash 
of  musketry  and  roar  of  artillery ;  two  hundred  miles  travelled  through  a 
country  in  every  mile  of  which  nature  and  art  seemed  leagued  for  defence- 
mountains,  rivers,  lines  of  works — a  campaign  in  which  every  march  was  a 
fight,  in  which  battles  followed  in  such  quick  succession  and  so  intimately 
connected  by  a  constant  series  of  skirmishes  that  the  whole  campaign  seenw 
but  one  grand  battle,  which,  crowned  with  grander  victory,  attests  the  skill  and 
patriotism  of  the  hero  who  matured  its  plans  and  directed  their  execution. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier  Generalt  Commanding  Division, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  20th  Army  Corjys, 


Headuuarters  First  Divis'foN  20th  Corps. 

Alanta,  Qa,,  September  12,  1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  movement* 
and  operations  of  this  division  during  the  recent  campaign,  which  closed  with 
the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Atlanta. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  when  orders  were  received  to  move  to  the  front,  the 
division  was  occupying  posts  along  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroa«l, 
from  Wartrace  to  Anderson,  with  large  detachments  at  Fayetteville  and  Shelbj- 
ville.  One  brigade,  (third,)  recently  attached  to  the  division  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  new  corps,  was  encamped  in  the  valley  opposite  Bridgeport,  Alabami. 
On  the  1st  of  May  the  whole  division  was  contentrated  near  thai  place,  and  ou 
the  3d  of  May  reached  Chattanooga  valley,  at  the  easterri  base  of  Lookout 
mountain,  and  reported  to  Major  General  Hooker,  commanding  corps.  The 
organization  of  division  at  this  time  was  as  follows : 

First  brigade,  by  Brigadier  General  Knipe  commanding,  composed  of  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty-third  New  York  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  McDougall; 
fifth  Connecticut  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  W.  W.  Packer;  forty -sixth  IVnu- 
sylvania  veteran  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  James  L.  Selfridge;  one  hundrtnl 
and  forty-first  New  York  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  William  R.  Logie. 

Second  brigade,  General  Thomas  H.  Ruger  commanding,  composed  of  twentj- 
seventh  Indiana  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  Silas  Colgrove;  thirteenth  New 
Jersey  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  Ezra  A.  Carman ;  one  hundred  and  fiftieth 
New   York  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  John  H.  Ketcham;   third   Wisconsin 
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veteran  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  William  Hawley ;  one  hundred  and  seventh 
New  York  volunteer  infantry,  Miriom  M.  Crane,  and  second  Massachusetts 
veteran  volunteer  infantry.  Colonel  William  Cogswell. 

Third  brigade,  Colonel  James  S.  Robinson,  eighty-second  Ohio  veteran  volun- 
teers, commanding,  composed  of  sixty-first  Ohio  veteran  volunteer  infantry, 
Colonel  Stephen  J.  McGrearly;  eighty-second  Ohio  veteran  volunteer  infantry. 
Colonel  David  Thompson ;  one  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York  volunteer 
infantry,  -Colonel  Horace  Brought^n ;  forty-fifth  New  York  veteran  volunteer 
infantry.  Colonel  Adolphus  Dobke;  one  hundred  and  first  Illinois  volunteer 
infantry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  B.  Le  Sage,  and  eighty-second  Illinois  volun- 
teer infantry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  S.  Salamon.  There  was  then  attached 
to  this  division  two  batteries  of  artillery,  viz  :  battery  M,  first  New  York 
artillery,  Captain  J.  I).  Woodbury,  six  12-pouuder  guns,  and  battery  I,  first 
New  York  artillery,  Lieutenant  (now  Captain)  Winegar,  six  three-inch  rifled 
guns.  Captain  Woodbury  acting  as  chief  of  artillery.  The  returns  at  this  time 
showed  an  effective  force  of  6,771  ofiicers  and  men  in  the  division,  exclusive  of 
sixty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  which  did  not  rejoin  from  veteran  furlough  until 
May  8,  at  Trickum  post  office.  Pursuant  to  orders,  the  division  mai'ched  from 
Chattanooga  valley  on  the  4th  of  May,  bivouacked  at  Gordon's  mills  that  night, 
and  encamped  near  the  middle  Chickamauga  on  afternoon  of  5th,  at  Pleasant 
Grove  church,  three  miles  southwesterly  of  Ringgold. 

On  the  7  th  May  the  division  crossed  Taylor's  ridge  through  Nickajack  pass, 
and  encamped  at  Trickum  post  office.  Leaving  Trickum,  1  o'clock  of  10th  of 
May,  the  division  reached  Snake  Creek  gap  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
same  day.  Pursuant  to  orders  I  reported  to  Major  General  McPherson,  com- 
manding the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and,  following  his  instructions,  took  position 
with  two  brigades  (Knipe's  and  Robinson's)  in  the  westerly  entrance  of  the 
gap,  and  moved  Ruger's  brigade  through  the  gap  in  reserve  behind  the  lines 
occupied  by  the  army  of  the  Tennessee. 

On  May  13,  the  division  having  been  reunited  the  previous  night,  was  moved 
forward  to  Camp  creek  and  took  position,  covering  the  approach  from  the 
direction  of  Dal  ton. 

On  the  morning  of  «i4th  May,  pursuant  to  orders,  I  massed  the  division  in 
support  of  the  third  division,  which  was  in  line  of  battle  in  face  of  the  enemy's 
forces  before  Resaca.  About  4J  p.  m.  I  received  orders  to  march  my  division 
as  rapidly  as  possible  to  support  the  left  of  Stanley's  division,  4th  corps,  which 
was  heavily  engaged  some  miles  distant.  I  moved  at  once  by  the  left  flank, 
under  guidance  of  a  staff  officer  of  4th  corps,  and  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half, 
without  halt,  reached  the  position  designated  by  the  maj«)r  general  commanding 
the  corps  (who  had  preceded  the  column)  for  deployment  of  the  division.  This 
position  was  a  wooded  ridge  facing  and  bordering  a  narrow  cultivated  valley  of 
considerable  length  along  the  Dalton  road,  near  the  head  of  which  were  the 
defiles  and  steep  hills  held  by  the  enemy  for  the  defence  of  Resaca.  Robin- 
son's third  brigade  deployed  quickly  along  the  left  of  this  ridge,  and  the  other 
brigades  were  ordered  to  proceed  along  the  line  of  the  ridge,  south  of  a  deep  gorge 
which  bisects  it.  In  front  of  Robinson's  brigade  Symonson's  battery  (fifih 
Indiana)  of  Stanley's  division  was  in  position  looking  towards  Resaca  and 
supported  by  a  detachment  of  that  division.  Scarcely  was  Robinson's  brigade 
in  line  before  numerous  fugitives  from  our  own  troops  came  pouring  in  confusion 
over  the  opening  in  front,  followed  by  the  exultant  enemy,  making  confidently  for 
the  battery.  After  a  fruitless  effort  with  my  staff  officers  to  rally  and  organize 
the  fugitives,  I  sent  orders  to  them  to  clear  the  front,  and  rode  back  to  bring 
forward  Robinson's  brigade.  At  the  brigade  I  found  Lieutenant  Colonel  Perkins, 
assistant  adjutant  general,  with  orders  to  move  at  once  to  the  opening  and  support 
the  battery.  Robinson  marched  with  great  promptness  down  the.  ^^t^ft.^  ^^^'Jsa^ 
ridge,  crossing  a  difficult  creek  at  the  foot,  and  changing  fronX.  \^xhi«s:^  ss^Nssa 
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right  regiment  in  good  order,  he  opened  a  volley  upon  the  astonished  enemj. 
They  fled  in  greater  haste  than  they  had  advanced,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  not  a 
rebel  gun  was  heard  in  the  valley.  Orders  were  sent  Rug^r  to  advance  his 
brigade  so  as  to  take  the  enemy  in  flank,  but  before  it  could  be  done  they  had  fled. 
The  division  bivouacked  for  the  night  on  the  plain  fronting  Resaca.  The 
brave  and  eflScient  conduct  of  Robinson's  brigade  in  this  affair  served  to  create 
a  strong  confidence  and  good  will  between  troops  recently  brought  together 
from  different  corps  in  a  new  organization — a  feeling  closely  cemented  by  the 
subsequent  events  and  occurrences  of  the  campaign. 

May  15 — The  division  was  ordered  to  support  Butterfield  and  Geary's 
divisions,  and  marched  at  12  o'clock.  While  on  the  march  information  was 
sent  to  me  by  the  major  general  commanding  corps,  that  the  enemy  was  threaten- 
ing our  left  from  the  direction  of  the  raihoad,  and  I  was  ordered  to  cover  and 
protect  that  flank.  Facing  by  the  left,  brought  the  division  in  line  of  battle, 
and  in  this  formation  I  advanced  it  towards  the  menaced  point,  the  brigades 
being  in  line  according  to  numerical  order.  The  ground  occupied  by  Knipe's 
first  brigade  on  the  right  was  very  broken,  trending  off,  however,  towards  the 
north  in  a  ridge  of  slight  elevation,  running  almost  parallel  with  the  railroad, 
partly  through  woods  and  partly  through  clearings. 

At  a  point  where  a  road  towards  Green  station  from  the  Dalton  road  crossed 
the  ridge,  there  rises  a  considerable  knoll  or  knob,  upon  which  stands  a  dwelling- 
house  known  as  Scales's  house.  Ruger's  second  brigade,  extending  from  Knipe's 
left,  reached  and  occupied  this  knoll,  upon  which  slight  breastworks  were  hastily 
thrown  up.  Two  regiments  of  Robinson's  brigade  were  deployed  on  the  left  of 
the  knoll  where  the  ground  sinks  down  into  a  timbered  plain.  Three  other  of 
his  regiments  were  held  in  reserve  on  the  extreme  left,  and  one  regiment 
placed  in  support  of  Winegar's  battery,  which  was  with  much  difliculty  put 
into  position  on  a  high  hill  somewhat  in  our  rear,  but  commanding  much  of  oar 
front.  Woodbury's  light  twelves  were  placed  in  the  line  near  our  left,  on  ridge* 
which  commanded  the  approaches  to  what  I  regarded  as  the  key  to  our  position. 
The  enemy  massed  his  forces  in  the  woods  near  the  railway,  which  was  distant 
from  three  to  six  hundred  yards  from  the  different  portions  of  my  line ;  advancing 
under  cover  as  far  as  practicable,  he  attacked  the  wh^le  line  with  great  Wgor 
and  apparent  confidence.  The  attack  was  received  with  perfect  steadiness  and 
repulsed  with  ease.  The  assaults  were  repeated  several  times,  and  each  time 
with  signal  failure;  my  line  in  no  part  was  shaken  or  disturbed,  and  we  literallr 
had  no  skulkers.  The  main  efforts  of  the  enemy  were  directed  against  the  knoll 
heretofore  mentioned,  and  were  continued  in  that  direction  till  near  dark.  The 
position  was  held  at  the  close  by  two  of  Robinson's  regiments,  which  had 
relieved  Ruger's.  The  artillery  of  the  division  had  performed  an  important  part 
in  punishing  and  repulsing  the  enemy.  I  made  no  efforts  to  pursue,  as  my 
orders  were  to  cover  and  protect  the  left,  and  1  was  ignorant  of  the  condition  of 
affairs  with  the  assaulting  columns  on  the  right ;  besides,  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments,  to  which  at  each  repulse  he  fell  back,  were  but  a  few  hundred  yards  in 
my  front.  It  was  evident  too  that  the  assaulting  force  (at  least  two  divisions 
of  Hood's  corps)  greatly  outnumbered  ours.  The  colors  and  colonel,  with 
other  officers,  of  the  thirty-eighth  Alabama  were  captured  by  the  twenty-seventh 
Indiana  volunteers.  Colonel  Colgi'ove,  of  Ruger's  brigade,  and  the  division  took 
about  125  prisoners.  In  front  of  one  brigade  five  officers  and  eighty  (SO)  men 
were  buried  of  the  enemy. 

Our  early  march  the  following  day  made  it  necessary  to  leave  much  t)ie 
greater  number  to  be  buried  by  details  from  other  commands.  The  casualties 
of  my  division,  48  killed,  366  wounded,  and  3  missing.     Aggregate  417. 

The  division  leaving  the  battle-field  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  May,  with 
the  rest  of  the  corps  following  the  retiring  enemy,  crossed  the  Conasauga  above 
Resaca,  and  bivouacked  at  Bryant's  or  McClure's  ford>  on  the  Coosawattee. 
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Cropsed  the  Coosa wattee  on  the  morning  of  tlie  17th  of  May,  and  bivouacked 
that  night  three  miles  east  of  Calhoun,  Georgia.  On  the  18th  May,  reached  a 
point  near  Spring  mills,  southeast  of  Adairsville,  and  bivouacked  at  9^  p.  m. 
on  the  so-called  Gravelly  plateau. 

On  the  19th  May,  marched  at  1  o'clock  p.  ra.  to  the  support  of  Butterfield's 
division,  reported  as  having  the  enemy  strong  in  his  front.  The  division  was 
put  in  line  on  his  left,  and  advancing  in  this  order  over  a  very  rough  country  and 
through  the  thickest  underbrush  reached  the  vicinity  of  Cassville,  after  some 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  about  8  o'clock  p  m. 

Ma f/ 20 — The  enemy  having  withdrawn .  from  his  intrenched  lines  behind 
Cassville,  Knipe's  brigade  was  ordered  to  hold  the  town,  and  the  others  were 
put  in  camp  on  the  north  side,  and  remained  in  this  camp  2l8t  and  22d  of  May. 

Mai/  23. — The  division  marched  at  daylight,  crossing  the  Etowah  on  pontoon 
bridge  near  Milan's,  and  encamped  on  Euharley  creek,  connecting  with  4th 
corps  on  the  right  of  Geary's  division  on  the  left. 

On  24th  we  marched  by  by-paths  and  mountain  roads,  reached  Burnt  Hickory 
at  5^  p.  m.,  and  bivouacked  in  a  heavy  storm,  Geary's  division  on  my  right 
and  Buttertield's  on  my  left. 

Mai/  25. — Orders  were  received  to  advance  by  the  road  to  the  right,  and  take 
position  in  advance  of  Dallas.  Geary's  division  was  to  move  on  a  central  route, 
and  Butterfield's  on  the  left.  Having  passed  Pumpkinvine  creek  on  a  bridge 
which  the  enemy  had  partly  burned,  and  which  we  repaired,  the  head  of  my 
column  had  reached  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Dallas  when  I  received  an  order 
from  the  commander  of  the  corps  to  countermarch  and  move  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible to  the  support  of  Geary's  division.  I  marched  left  in  front,  recrossed  the 
creek,  and  finding  my  way  along  the  left  bank  crossed  again  on  Geary's  route, 
and,  after  a  rapid  march  of  over  five  miles,  came  up  with  Butterfield's  and 
Geary's  divisions,  massed  on  the  road  towards  New  Hope  church,  and  passed 
to  the  front  Receiving  orders  from  the  corps  com  nander  to  pat  my  division  in 
order  of  attack,  I  deployed  the  division  in  three  lines  of  brigade  front.  Two 
regiments,  sixty-first  Ohio  and  thirteenth  New  Jersey,  were  sent  forward  as 
skirmishiTS.  The  division,  without  sufficient  halt  to  recover  breath,  moved 
promptly  in  advance  ft)r  a  mile  and  a  half,  driving  the  enemy  before  us,  and 
forcing  back  his  strong  skirmish  line  and  heavy  reserves  at  double-quick.  It 
was  quite  dark  when  the  column  reached  the  foot  of  the  slopes  upon  which  the 
enemy  were  strongly  intrenched,  and  across  which  lie  threw  shot  and  shell  and 
canister  in  murderous  volleys.  During  the  advance  the  second,  Ruger's,  brigade 
passed  lines  with  and  relieved  the  third,  Robinson's,  which  was  leading,  and 
Knipe's,  first,  brigade  in  turn  relieved  a  portion  of  Roger's  brigade  and  covered 
its  right  flank.  Robinson  later  relieved  Ruger's  brigade,  which  had  nearly  ex- 
hausted its  ammunition.  The  division  forced  its  way  close  up  to  the  enemy's 
works,  but  darkness,  rendered  doubly  dark  by  dense  clouds  of  pouring  rain,  put 
a  stop  to  further  efforts.  Butterlield's  and  Geary's  divisions  relieved  most  of 
my  division  during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  it  was  placed  in  reserve  within 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  works.  The  major  general  commanding 
the  corps  followed  the  advance  of  my  brigade  of  my  division  in  this  attack,  and 
I  feel  confident  he  will  bear  testimony  to  the  steadiness  and  good  order,  per- 
severance and  spirit  with  which  it  went  forward  until  darkness  put  an  end  to 
the  conflict.  The  loss  of  the  division  in  this  attack  was  one  hundred  and  two 
killed,  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine  wounded,  four  missing,  total  seven  hundred 
and  forty-five.  Among  the  severely  wounded  on  this  occasion  (since  died)  was 
Colonel  Archibald  L.  McDougall,  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  New  York  vol- 
unteers, a  most  faithful,  patriotic,  and  valuable  officer.  Six  other  field  officers 
of  the  division  were  reported  wounded. 

The  division  occupied  its   position  in  reserve  from  May  26  \,<^  '5>V^  ^>^'5c^'%* 
within  range  of  the  artillery  and  musketry  fire  of  the  enemy,  loaVw^^^'^'ist'^'**'^- 
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vision.     The  14th  corps,  coining  up  later,  took  position  on  the  left  of  20th  corps. 
The  enemy's  works  were  in  plain  sight. 

July  ^. — In  the  afternoon  I  moved  my  division  about  two  miles  to  the  right 
and  took  position  between  the  second  and  third  divisions,  the  latter  connecting 
with  the  23d  corps. 

July  5. — The  enemy  having  again  fallen  back,  the  division,  in  pursuit,  crosswl 
the  creeks  and  fields  in  front,  striking  the  Turner's  Ferry  road  juat  in  rear  of 
the  enemy's  works.  After  a  most  fatiguing  march  partly  along  this  encum- 
bered road,  and  partly  over  by-paths  through  a  very  rough  and  broken  country, 
the  division  went  into  position  on  a  high  ridge,  overlooking  a  position  of  the  en- 
emy's new  intrenched  line  in  front  of  the  Chattahoochee  river.  From  this  ridge 
was  caught  the  first  sight  of  the  distant  Atlanta. 

July  6. — The  corps  was  moved  across  Nickajack  creek.  My  division  formed 
on  right  of  14th  corps,  and  threw  up  breastworks.  The  other  divisions  extended 
to  and  CDunected  with  23d  corps.  The  division  remained  in  this  position  near 
Nickajack  creek  until  17th  July.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  it  crossed  the 
Chattahoochee  at  Pace's  ferry  on  a  pontoon  bridge,  and,  turning  to  the  lef^  a 
mile  or  so  from  the  bridge,  encamped  on  Powell's  Ferry  road.  On  the  morning 
of  the  ISth  I  sent  out  two  regiments  under  Colonel  E.  A.  Carman,  thirteenth 
New  Jersey  volunteers,  to  find  the  right  of  4th  corps.  Colonel  Carman  had 
quite  a  spirited  contest  with  the  skirmishers,  in  which  he  inflicted  upon  them 
considerable  loss ;  part  of  the  skirmish  linf  being  surprised,  he  lost,  as  prisoners, 
ten  men  and  one  wounded.  The. enemy  were  driven  off.  In  the  afternoon  the 
division,  with  the  corps,  moved  across  Nancy's  creek,  and  took  position  along 
the  Buckland  and  Marietta  road,  connecting  with  4th  corps  on  the  left. 

July  19. — In  the  afternoon  I  moved  my  division  to  the  front,  and  encamped 
on  the  north  side  of  Peach  Tree  creek,  above  Powell's  mills. 

July  20. — Battle  of  Peach  Tree  creek.  The  division  crossed  the  cr^ek  early 
in  the  morning,  and  passing  through  Geary's  division,  following  a  fann  road, 
along  a  wooded  ridge,  which  intersects  Howell's  mills  or  I^ace's  Ferry  road  at 
the  house  of  H.  Emery.  At  this  point  the  enemy  had  established  a  large  post, 
strongly  intrenched.  The  head  of  my  columns  having  reached  a  group  of  deserted 
houses,  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy,  I  was  ordered  by  the  major 
general  commanding  the  corps  to  halt.  Knipe's  brigade  was  massed  on  the 
•right,  and  Robinson's  on  the  left  of  the  road;  Ruger's  brigade,  on  the  rear,  was 
moved  to  the  right  to  connect  with  14th  corps.  Later  in  the  day  Greary's  divi- 
sion was  brought  up  on  my  left,  one  brigade  occupied  an  eminence,  separated 
from  my  position  by  a  deep  hollow  or  ravine,  which,  pstssing  between  our  posi- 
tions, turned  to  the  left,  behind  Geary's  advanced  brigade,  and  terminated  in  the 
open  gi'ound  where  was  posted  Ward's  division.  One  of  Geary's  divisions  lay 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  occupied  by  his  advance,  and  near  the  lower  end  of  this 
ravine;  a  similar  ravine,  but  of  less  depth,  lay  between  my  position  and  the  14th 
corps,  which,  having  somewhat  refused  its  left,  was  constructing  rifle-pits  at  an 
angle  to  the  ridge  I  occupied,  and  considerably  to  the  right  and  rear.  My  whole 
front  was  covered  by  dense  woods  and  thickets.  About  3 J  o'clock  p  m.  I  was 
in  the  act  of  advancing  a  section  of  artillery  and  a  strong  reserve  to  the  skir- 
mish line,  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the  enemy  frtjm  his  breastworks  at  Emery'* 
house,  when  heavy  volleys  of  musketry,  commencing  on  the  right  of  the  4th 
corps,  and  rolling  in  an  increased  volume  towards  my  position,  warned  me  that 
the  enemy  were  attacking  in  force.  I  immediately  ordered  Knipe  to  deploy  his 
brigade  at  double-quick  across  the  ridge,  in  advance  of  the  group  of  houses, 
and  Robinson  to  extend  from  Knipe's  left,  along  a  farm  road  on  the  north  ed^ 
of  the  ravine,  to  connect  with  Geary  and  cover  the  ravine.  Roger's  brigade 
was  held  in  reserve  to  await  the  developement  of  the  attack.  One  section  of 
Winegar's  battery  was  placed  in  the  line  of  first  brigade  to  sweep  the  ridge; 
one  section  of  Woodbury's  battery  was  placed  between  Knipe's  and  Kobioson's 
brigades  to  command  the  ravine  on  our  left  front,  and  one  section  of  same  batteiy 
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to  the  woods  occupied  by  the  rebel's  pickets  reserves  in  strong  rifle-pits,  five  or 
six  hundred  yards  distant.  Robinson  occupied  a  hill  about  two  hundred  yards 
to  the  rear  and  left  of  Knipe,  placing  his  brigade  in  echelon  to  Knipe.  He  had 
before  him  an  open  space  of  at  least  a  thousand  yards,  and  extending  to  the  low 
ground  in  front  of  Geary  on  my  left,  from  whom  I  was  separated  by  a  swampy 
ravine.  Ruger  had  thick  woods  in  his  front,  except  the  ground  for  two  regi- 
ments on  Kfiipe's  right.  Soon  after  arriving  on  this  ground  I  strengthened  my 
skirmishers  by  an  additional  regiment,  and  drove  back  the  enemy^s  pickets  to 
the  woods  in  our  front,  where  his  reserves  were  strono^ly  fortified,  not  far  from 
his  main  works.  I  placed  Winegar's  battery  (3-inch  rities)  in  front  of  Robinson's 
brigade,  Woodbury's  light  (12-pounders)  in  front  of  Knipe's  brigade,  positions 
that  commanded  all  the  open  ground  in  front.  About  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  hearing 
there  were  credible  rumors  of  an  attack,  I  reported  in  person  to  the  major  gen 
eral  commanding  the  corps,  at  Gulp's  house,  and  received  orders  to  deploy  my 
division  in  one  line  and  throw  up  breastworks  without  delay.  Th«3  itiformation 
seemed  reliable  that  the  whole  of  Hood's  corps  was  advancing  to  attack  us.  I 
had  barely  reached  the  left  of  my  line,  (conveying  the  orders  in  person  to  each 
of  my  brigade  commanders,)  as  I  returned  from  corps  headquarters,  before  the 
peculiar  yell  of  the  rebel  mass  was  heard  as  they  emerged  from  the  woods,  and 
dashed  forward  towards  our  line.  The  heaviest  columns  were  directly  in  front 
of  Woodbury's  battery,  and  in  three  lines.  He  swept  them  fearfully  with  can- 
ister from  those  effective  guns,  and  rolled  them  into  a  confused  mass.  A  few 
volleys  from  Knipe's  brigads  and  the  two  left  regiments  (the  thirteenth  New 
Jersey  and  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York)  of  Ruger's  brigade  speedily 
compelled  those  who  were  not  driven  back  into  the  woods  to  take  shelter  in  the 
deep  ravine  and  a  dense  clump  of  woods  and  underbrush  on  Knipe's  front  and 
left.  While  this  was  transpiring  a  very  heavy  column  came  rapidly  from  the 
woods  into  the  open  ground  on  our  extreme  left,  and  were  brought  to  a  stand- 
still by  the  first  shell  from  Winegar's  battery  exploding  in  its  front  division  ; 
A  few  additional  rounds,  taking  effect  in  the  midst  of  the  column,  threw  the 
whole  mass  into  confusion,  and  it  broke  in  the  utmost  disorder  for  the  woods. 
No  further  attempt  was  made  to  attack  this  part  of  my  line.  In  the  mean  time 
the  forces  of  the  enemy  which  had  taken  shelter  in  the  ravines,  and  others 
which  had  got  up  under  cover,  attempted  to  take  advantage  of  the  woods  on^ 
Knipe's  left  front  to  turn  that  flank.  The  sixty-first  Ohio,  of  Robinson's  brigade, 
was  sent  to  reinforce  that  part  of  the  line,  and  Winegar  was  ordered  to  open 
with  canister  and  case  along  the  ravine  and  through  the  woods.  The  punish- 
ment* to  the  enemy  must  have  been  very  severe  ;  he  at  once  discontinued  his 
movements  and  relapsed  into  silence.  It  was  now  quite  dark,  and  under  cover 
of  the  darkness  the  enemy  withdrew  his  troops,  carrying  away,  during  the  night, 
many  of  his  dead  and  most  of  his  wounded.  He  left,  however,  in  our  front, 
abundant  proofs  of  his  severe  loss,  which  was  acknowledged  by  the  rebel 
journals  of  Atlanta  to  have  exceeded  one  thousand  men.  During  the  night  the 
third  division  was  placed  in  reserve  to  mine. 

Onr  loss  in  this  engagement  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  thirty  men,  in- 
cluding some  nineteen  reported  missing  in  action,  who  were  captured  by  the 
sudden  rush  on  my  picket  line.  Major  D.  G.  Beckett,  sixty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teers, a  very  superior  officer,  was  among  the  killed.  The  division  remained  in 
this  same  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  until  the  2d  of  July.  During 
the  assault  by  the  4th  and  14th  corps,  on  the  27th  of  June,  it  was  held  in  readi- 
ness to  advance.  Winegar's  battery  was  placed  in  position  on  the  left  of  the 
corps,  and  was  engaged  all  day  with  some  loss. 

July  3 — The  division,  moving  on  to  the  left  of  the  corps,  crossed  the  aban- 
doned works  of  the  enemy,  and  following  on  several  difficult  by-paths  reached 
the  main  road  about  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  Marietta.     From  tlv\«.  ^^vvcs^,^^* 
followed  the  third  division  on  the  Turner's  Ferry  road,  and  comi\i^>^^^'>2CioL'^^ 
enemy's  intrenched  line,  encamped  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  on  lii€x.  c!v  ^^^^"vsS^^^* 
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vision.     The  14tli  corp8,  coming  up  later,  took  position  on  the  left  of  20th  corpa. 
The  enemy's  works  were  in  plain  sight. 

July  \, — In  the  afternoon  I  moved  my  division  about  two  miles  to  the  right 
and  took  position  between  the  second  and  third  divisions,  the  latter  connecting 
with  the  23d  corps. 

July  5. — The  enemy  having  again  fallen  back,  the  division,  in  pursuit, crossed 
the  creeks  and  fields  in  front,  striking  the  Turner's  Ferry  road  just  in  rear  of 
the  enemy's  works.  After  a  most  fatiguing  march  partly  along  this  encum- 
bered road,  and  partly  over  by-paths  through  a  very  rough  and  broken  country, 
the  division  went  into  position  on  a  high  ridge,  overlooking  a  position  of  the  en- 
emy's new  intrenched  line  in  front  of  the  Chattahoochee  river.  From  this  ridge 
was  caught  the  first  sight  of  the  distant  Atlanta. 

July  6. — The  corps  was  moved  across  Nickajack  creek.  My  division  formed 
on  riglit  of  14th  corps,  and  threw  up  breastworks.  Thc^  other  divisions  extended 
to  and  cDnnected  with  23d  corps.  The  division  remained  in  this  position  near 
Kickajack  creek  until  17th  July.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  it  crossed  the 
Chattahoochee  at  Pace's  ferry  on  a  pontoon  bridge,  and,  turning  to  the  left  a 
mile  or  so  from  the  bridge,  encamped  on  Powell's  Ferry  road.  On  the  morning 
of  the  ISth  I  sent  out  two  regiments  under  Colonel  E.  A.  Carman,  thirteentli 
New  Jersey  volunteers,  to  find  the  right  of  4th  corps.  Colonel  Carman  had 
quite  a  spirited  contest  with  the  skirmishers,  in  which  he  inflicted  upon  them 
considerable  loss ;  part  of  the  skirmish  linr  being  surprised,  he  lost,  as  prisoners, 
ten  men  and  one  wounded.  The  enemy  were  driven  oflP.  In  the  afternoon  the 
division,  with  the  corps,  moved  across  Nancy's  creek,  and  took  position  along 
the  Buckland  and  Marietta  road,  connecting  with  4th  corps  on  the  left. 

July  19. — In  the  afternoon  I  moved  my  division  to  the  front,  and  encampei 
on  the  north  side  of  Peach  Tree  creek,  above  Powell's  inills. 

July  20. — Battle  of  Peach  Tree  creek.  The  division  crossed  the  creek  early 
in  the  morning,  and  passing  through  Geary's  division,  following  a  farm  road, 
along  a  wooded  ridge,  which  intersects  Howell's  mills  or  Pace's  Ferry  road  at 
the  house  of  H.  Emery.  At  this  point  the  enemy  had  established  a  large  post, 
strongly  intrenched.  The  head  of  my  columns  having  reached  a  group  of  deserted 
houses,  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy,  I  was  ordered  by  the  major 
general  commanding  the  corps  to  halt.  Knipe's  brigade  was  massed  on  the 
•right,  and  Robinson's  on  the  left  of  the  road;  Ruger's  brigade,  ou  the  rear,  was 
moved  to  the  right  to  connect  with  14th  corps.  Later  in  the  day  Geary's  divi- 
sion was  brought  up  on  my  left,  one  brigade  occupied  an  eminence,  separated 
from  my  position  by  a  deep  hollow  or  ravine,  which,  pstssing  between  our  posi- 
tions, turned  to  the  left,  behind  Geary's  advanced  brigade,  and  terminated  in  the 
open  ground  where  was  posted  Ward's  division.  One  of  Geary's  divisions  lay 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  occupied  by  his  advance,  and  near  the  lower  end  of  this 
ravine;  a  similar  ravine,  but  of  less  depth,  lay  between  my  position  and  the  14th 
corps,  which,  having  somewhat  refused  its  left,  was  constructing  rifle-pits  at  an 
angle  to  the  ridge  I  occupied,  and  considerably  to  the  right  and  rear.  My  whole 
front  was  covered  by  dense  woods  and  thickets.  About  3 J  o'clock  p  m.  I  was 
in  the  act  of  advancing  a  section  of  artillery  and  a  strong  reserve  to  the  skir- 
mish line,  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the  enemy  from  his  breastworks  at  Emery's 
house,  when  heavy  volleys  of  musketry,  commencing  on  the  right  of  the  ilh 
corps,  and  rolling  in  an  increased  volume  towards  my  position,  warned  me  that 
the  enemy  were  attacking  in  force.  I  immediately  ordered  Knipe  to  deploy  his 
brigade  at  double-quick  across  the  ridge,  in  advance  of  the  group  of  houses, 
and  Robinson  to  extend  from  Knipe's  left,  along  a  fai-m  road  on  the  north  edge 
of  the  ravine,  to  connect  with  Geary  and  cover  the  ravine.  Ruger's  brigade 
was  held  in  reserve  to  await  the  developemcnt  of  the  attack.  One  sectioci  rf 
Wincgar's  battery  was  placed  in  the  line  of  first  brigade  to  sweep  the  ridge; 
one  section  of  Woodbury's  battery  was  placed  between  Knipe's  and  KobiDeon*fl 
brigades  to  command  the  ravine  on  our  left  front>  and  one  section  of  same  batteij 
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was  placed  so  as  to  observe  the  broad  ravine  on  the  right.     Three  other  sections 
were  in  reserve.     Hardly  had  these  dispositions  been  made  before  the  enemy 
advanced  upon  us  in  great  force,  driving  in  our  skirmishers  with  his  line  of 
battle,  and,  under  cover  of  the  thickets  and  undergrowth,  coming  close  upon  our 
lines  before  being  seen.     His  main  attack  was  along  the  ridge  in  the  direction 
of  Emery's  house,  but  strong  cohimns  were  sent  down  the  ravines  upon  the  right 
and  left,  that  on  the  right,  passing  my  flank  unseen,  fell  upon  the  left  regimenst 
of  14th  corps.     Finding,  from  the  enemy's  fire,  that  he  was  moving  down  the 
right  ravine,  I  ordered  a  regiment  (twenty-sevenh  Indiana  volunteers)  from  Ruger's 
brigade  to  re-enforce  Knipe's  right.     This  regiment,  with  one  wing  of  the  forty- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  on  Knipe's  right,  speedily  checked  and  drove 
back  the  enemy  on  this  flank,  and  held  the  ground  until  the  close  of  this  action. 
In  the  left  ravine  the  enemy  advanced  in  stronger  force,  and  pushing  his  way 
down  to  the  lower  end,  momentarily  forced  back  a  brigade  of  the  second  divi- 
sion.    He  suffered  severely,  however,  for  his  temerity.     The  fire  of  Robinson's 
brigade  swept  across  the  lower  and  through  the  upper  portion  of  the  ravine, 
while  the  brigade  of  second  division,  rallying  across  t(»  the  lower  end,  poured 
volleys  through  half  its  length.     A  section  of  Woodbury's  light  twelves,  throwing 
canister,  helped  much  to  effectually  expel  the  enemy  from  this  part  of  the  field. 
In  the  mean  time  Knipe's  brigade,  in  the  centre,  had  heroically  withstood  and 
thrown  back  repeated  assaults.     Findinj^  that  the  enemy's  attacks  in  that  direc- 
tion were  persistently  continued,  afttT  his  attemps  in  the  ravines  had  been  much 
weakened,  I  directed  Ruger  to  send  one  wing,  of  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  New 
York,  and  Robinson's  two  regiments  (one  hundred  and  first,  and  eighty-second 
111  nois)  tore-enforce  Knipe's  line.     No  other  changes  were  made.     After  8un.set 
the  enemy  withdrew  to  his  intrenched  line,  leaving  a  strong  post  in  his  rifle-pits 
at  Emery's  house,  and  a  heavy  picket  line,  which  was,  however,  withdrawn  in 
the  night ;  with  most  of  his  wounded.     I  cannot  too  strongly  praise  the  conduct 
of  my  division  on  this  occasion  not  a  regiment  was  broken  or  shaken,  but,  with- 
out cover,  and  in  a  fair  field,  a  little  over  two-thirds  of  my  force  received  and 
rolled  back  the  repeated  assaults  of  a  numerically  superior  and  confident  force 
of  the  enemy.     Prisoners  were  taken  from  two  different  corps.     The  casualties 
of  the  division  were,  killed,  119;  wounded,  458;  missing,  3.     Among  the  killed 
was  Colonel  W.  R.  Logie,  one  hundred  and  forty-first  New  York  volunteers; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  H.  H.  Brown,  sixty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  and  Major 
Lathorp  Baldwin,  one  hundred  and  seventh  New  York,  have  died  since  of  severe 
wounds,  all  excellent  and  gallant  oflScers.     Among  the  severely  wounded  were 
Silas  Colgrove,  colonel  twenty-seventh  Indiana  volunteers,  Colonel  L    J.  Mc- 
Croarty,  sixty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  A.  J.  McNett,  one  hundred  and  forty-first 
New  York,  and  Major  C.  W.  Clanherty,  one  hundred  and  forty-first  New  York 
volunteers,  most  of  whom,  I  fear,  will  be  disabled  from  active  duty  in  the  field. 
Captain   Bennett,  assistant  topographical  engineer  on  my  staff,  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  head  during  the  action. 

July  21. — The  division  was  engaged  in  bringing  in  our  own  and  the  enemy's 
dead.  I  regret  that  no  sufficient  memoranda  was  k  pt  by  the  burying  parties 
to  report  the  latter  with  accuracy.  During  the  day  I  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  a  most  brave  and  valuable  officer,  Captain  Edward  H.  Newcomb,  aide-de- 
camp, who  was  mortally  wounded,  on  the  picket  line,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

July  22. — ^The  division  moved  towards  Atlanta,  along  the  Pace's  Ferry  road, 
preceded  by  a  strong  skirmish  line.  A  position  was  taken,  within  about  two  miles 
of  the  town,  connecting  on  the  right  with  the  1 4th  corps,  and  on  the  left  with 
Geary's  division. 

On  the  24th,  2oth,  26th,  and  27th,  the  lines  were  straightened  and  strengthened. 
July  28. — Major  General  Hooker  having  been  relieved,  at  his  ov^'nn.  ^st.'o^^^v 
from  the  command  of  the  corps,  1  assumed  temporary  command,  p\3LX^\ia»x.\/^*^'^ 
orders  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  department  of  the  Ovxx!^«^asi^'»^=s^ 
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remained  in  command  until  the  28th  day  of  August,  when  I  was  relieved  by 
Major  General  Slocum,  appointed  by  the  President  to  the  command  of  the  corps. 
Brigadier  General  J  F.  Knipe  commanded  the  division  in  this  interval,  and 
will  report  upon  its  operations.  I  shall  forward  a  separate  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  corps  for  the  month  I  was  in  command. 

August  28 — I  resumed  command  of  the  division,  then  lying  in  intrenched 
lines  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chattahoochee,  near  the  railroad  crossing.  Strong 
working  parties  were  employed  each  day  in  strengthening  the  lines,  and  recon- 
noitring parties  were  sent  forward,  toward  Atlanta,  every  morning,  without 
discovering  the  enemy  in  force  outside  the  works  around  the  city. 

On  the  night  of  Ist  September  repeated  explosions,  followed  by  what  seemed 
reports  of  light  artillery  and  heavy  guns  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Atlanta, 
aroused  our  whole  cam]),  and  attracted  the  earnest  interest  of  all  for  at  least  two 
hours. 

September  2. — By  order  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  corps,  before 
daylight,  1  ordered  a  reconnoitring  party  of  three  regiments,  under  Colonel 
Crane,  one  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  volunteers,  to  march  as  eoon  as 
practicable  toward  Atlanta,  and  report  upon  the  condition  of  affairs.  I  subse- 
quently ascertiiined  that  a  portion  of  Ward's  division  had  entered  the  city. 
Knipe*s  brigade,  with  one  regiment  of  Boughton's  (late  Robinson's)  brigade, 
was  sent  forward,  and  later  in  the  day  the  rest  of  the  division,  by  order  of  the 
corps  commander,  was  moved  into  Atlanta  and  placed  in  the  rebel  works  on  the 
northeast  portion  of  the  city. 

On  the  3d  four  regiments  of  Boughton's  brigade,  left  to  guard  the  works  at 
Montgomery's  ferry,  were  moved  into  town  and  placed  so  as  to  cover  the  Buck- 
head  or  Peach  Tree  Creek  road.  The  pickets  of  the  division  are  now  posted 
from  the  Turner's  Ferry  road  to  near  the  railway  to  Augusta,  and  guards  occupy 
the  outer  line  of  works  over  the  same  distance.  During  the  protracted  and 
eventful  campaign  of  four  months,  the  casualties  of  the  division  have  been  as 
follows:  killed,  three  hundred  and  forty-eight,  (348;)  wounded,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  (1,877;)  missing,  fifty-one,  (51;)  aggregate, 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-six,  (2  276.)  From  these  causes,  (sick- 
ness, expiration  of  term  of  service,  and  discharges  for  disability,)  the  effective 
force,  according  to  last  report,  is  reduced  to  4,535,  officers  and  men.  This  does 
not  include  the  two  batteries  which  were  detached  from  my  command  ou  arriving 
at  the  front  of  Atlanta.  One  large  regiment,  the  thirty-firnt  Wisconsin  volun- 
teers. Colonel  West,  exchanged  with  forty- fifth  New  York  volunteers,  sent  to 
Nashville,  which  reported  on  2 1st  July,  has  considerably  increased  the  strength 
of  the  third  brigade,  to  which  it  is  atUiched.  Before  closing  this  long,  but  incom- 
plete report,  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  valor,  constancy,  cheerfulness 
and  general  good  conduct,  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  through  all 
the  hardships,  exposures,  and  vicissitudes  of  one  of  the  most  memorable  cam- 
paigns in  the  history  of  war.  For  weeks  continuously  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  for  days  and  nights  in  succession  drenched  by  excessive  rains,  and  ex- 
posed on  hard  marches  to  a  mid-day  southern  sun,  working  on  breastworks  and 
in  trenches  by  night,  they  have  borne  all  with  a  patience  and  cheerfulness  that 
creates  profound  admiration.  In  the  longest  marches  there  have  been  but  few 
stragglers,  and  in  several  battles  no  skulkers ;  surely  such  soldiers  deser\'e  well 
of  the  republic.  My  personal  thanks  are  due  to  the  commanders  of  brigades 
for  the  capable  and  zealous  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  duties. 

On  24th  July,  Colonel  James  S.  Robinson,  commanding  third  brigade,  was 
obliged  to  relinquish  his  command  and  ask  for  leave,  on  account  of  sickness  and 
the  effect  of  a  severe  wound  received  at  Gettysburg.  This  excellent  officer  has 
not  been  able  to  return  to  the  brigade.  He  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Horace 
Boughton,  one  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York  volunteers.  The  sealoos* 
faithful,  and  capable  services  of  my  staff  officers  deserve  special  notice  and  conh 
mendation.  These  have  been  with  me  since  the  commencement  of  the  campaign. 
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Captain  Samuel  E.  Pittman,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Captain  Edward  H. 
Newcomb,  sixty -first  Ohio  volunteers,  assistant  aide-de-camp,  killed  on  21st 
July;  Lieutenant  George  Robinson,  aide-de-camp;  Major  James  Fracis,  second 
Massachusetts  volunteer  infantry,  assistant  inspector  general;  Captain  Samuel 
A.  Bennett,  one  hundred  and  seventh  New  York  volunteers,  assistant  topographi- 
cal engineer;  Captain  W.  P.  Whitney,  division  provost  marshal;  Captain  E. 
W.  Pattison,  second  Massachusetts  vohuiteers,  A.  C.  M.,  left  the  service  22d  May, 
by  expiration  of  tenn,  and  was  succeeded  by  Captain  E.  A.  Hicks,  one  hundred 
and  fiftieth  New  York  volunteers;  all  these  officers,  not  only  in  their  respective 
bureaus  but  as  acting  aides  on  the  marches  and  battle-fields,  have  rendered  val- 
uable service.  Surgeon  C.  N.  Campbell,  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York 
volunteers,  acting  surgeon-in-chief,  Captiiin  H.  M.  Whittlesey,  assistant  quarter- 
master, Ca[)tain  J.  C.  Ramsay,  commissary  subsistence,  and  William  J.  Augus- 
tine, division  ordnance  officer,  have  all  been  zealous  and  efficient  in  their  respec- 
tive departments. 

I  append  hereto  a  tabular  statement  of  the  casualties  in  each  brigade  and  of 
the  artillery  during  the  campaign,  and  a  list  of  field  officers  of  the  division  killed 
and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  forward,  herewith,  reports  of  the  brigade  and  sub- 
ordinate commanders,  with  complete  lists  and  dates  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
during  the  campaign.     To  these  reports  I  respectfully  refer  for  details,  and  for 
whatever  of  especial  praise  is  due  to  the  officers  of  their  respective  commands. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier  General  Com7tianding. 

Lieut.  Colonel  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  20th  Corps* 

Report  of  casualties  in  first  division  staff  during  the  campaign  o/*  1864. 


Name. 

Rank. 

Regiment. 

Date. 

Locality. 

Remarks. 

Samuel  A.  Bonnett.. 
EdwM  H.  Newcomb. 

Captain.. 
do 

107th  N.Y.  vols. 
61st  Ohio  vols... 

1864. 
July    20 
July    21 

Peach  Tree  creek. 
—  .do 

Wounded. 
Killed. 

Recapitulation  of  casualties  in  the  first  division  of  the  20th  corps  during  the 

campaign. 


COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS. 

ENLISTED  MEN. 

Command. 

1 
S 

1 

to 

c 

-3 

1 

i 

1 

bo 

1 

1 

i 

< 

Headquarters  .f 

1 

10 
4 
6 

1 

33 
33 
25 

...... 

...... 

2 
44 
37 
32 

2 

Ist  bricrade  ....... ...... .. 

125 

96 

101 

5 

604 

622 

544 

15 

25 
17 

7 

754 

735 

659 

20 

798 

772 

684 

20 

2d  briffade 

3d  brigrado ......  ......... 

Artillerv 

Total 

21 

92 

2 

115 

327 

1,785 

49 

2, 161 

2,276 

T  23 


A.  8.  WILLIA.^^. 
Brigadier  General  Caii^tuatw^vtw^* 
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IIeaduuarters  Third  Division  20th  Corps. 

Atlanta,  Ga,,  Sejftcmhcr  7,  1S64. 

Colonel  :  In  obedioncc  to  your  order  I  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  third  division  20th  army  corps,  from  the  2d  day  of  5lay,  1S64, 
to  the  2d  day  of  September,  18G4,  inclusive. 

From  the  2d  day  of  May  to  the  29th  day  of  June,  Major  General  BntterfiiH 
commanded  the  division  ;  on  the  latter  date  he  left  for  New  York,  takinj:^  with 
him  all  the  r(?ports  which  had  been  made  up  to  that  date.  I  can  make  but  an 
indefinite  report  of  the  operations  of  the  second  and  third  brigjides  prii)r  to  mj 
assuming  command  of  the  di\'i8ion,  therefore  I  append  copies  of  the  reports  of 
Colonels  Coburn  and  Wood,  also  a  copy  of  my  own  report  .is  commander  of  the 
first  brigade ;  in  these  you  will  find  full  and  minute  details  of  all  operation?. 

On  the  2d  of  ^lay,  the  division  left  Lookout  valley,  Tennessee,  and  nbircbed 
to  Snake  Creek  gap,  having  stopped  for  several  days  near  Buzzard's  R'»or?t  gip, 
Georgia,  when  the  third  brigade  was  sent  out  on  a  reconnoissance  towards  the 
Roost  and  had  some  little  skirmishing.     In  Snake  Creek  gap  we  remained  two 
days,  a  major  portion  of  the  time  w*orking  on  the  roads.   From  here  the  division 
moved  towards  Resaca,  where  the  enemy  was  then  in  force.     Near  Resaca,  on 
the  13th  day  of  ^Fay,  at  about  12  o'clock,  the  division  formed  line  of  b.ittleon 
the  left  of  the  15th  corps  ;  we  then  moved  forward  one  and  a  half  mih^s  to  the 
rear  of  a  division  of  the  15th  army  corps,  whose  troops  were  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy.   We  then  moved  to  the  left  and  relieved  a  part  of  General  John?ou'? 
command ;  the  first  brigade  relieved  General  King's  brigade ;  thedivibionremaiiu-d 
here  until  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant,  when  we  moved  to  the  left  about  two 
miles  and  were  halted ;  at  this  place  an  order  was  given  me  to  attack  the  enemy 
with  my  first  brigade  fonned  in  battalion  column,  at  intervals  of  forty  pac-s 
between  regiments.     The  charging  column  was  to  bo  supported  on  the  ri^lit  hj 
the  second,  and  on  the  left  by  the  third  brigade ;  we  formed  as  directed,  about 
one  mile  from  the  enemy's  works,  about  12  o'clock,  the  third  brigade  going  for- 
ward and  attacking  before  any  order  was  given  me  to  make  the  attack ;   the  st-c- 
ond  brigade,  except  nineteenth  Michigan,  also  moved  forward;  both  briga-lea 
drove  back;  I  was  then  ordered  to  charge;  my  command  moved  forward  i  a  tine 
order  through  fhe  thick  woods ;  after  moving  forward  about  two  hundred  yards,  the 
column  debouched  into  an  open  field ;  I  immediately  gave  the  order  *'  double- 
quick,"  it  was  obeyed  prom[)tIy,  the  men  moving  steadily;  rapidly  carried  a 
lunette  beyond  the  field  in  a  dense  wood  on  a  commanding  position  and  four 
pieces  of  artillery,  (light  twelves.)  which  we  canied  next  day  into  Resaca  and 
turned  into  the  depot  ordnance  officer.     When  we  came  on  to  the  open  fi«ld  the 
first  and  second  regiments  took  the  double-quick  sooner  than  did  the  third,  fourth, 
and  fif»li  regiments;  this  made  a  gap  in  the  column;  I  was  then  with  tlie  second 
regiment.    I  turned  back  and  ordered  those  behind  to  close  up,  on  the  double- 
quick.   At  that  time  a  battery  on  the  right,  and  that  one  in  front  wer<-  pouring 
shell  and  canister  into  the  column ;  the  musketry  from  the  rebel  lines  was  also 
very  heavy,  and  doing  great  execution,  yet  the  column  moved  forward  in  prvtty 
good  order;  the  last  regiments  were  impeded  in  the  march  by  a  large  number  of 
men  belonging  to  other  brigades  lying  upon  the  gi'ound,  over  which  they  had  to 
pass ;  however,  they  got  throtigh  these  and  the  bushes  as  fast  .as  possible,  reaehtd 
the  hill  in  front  of  the  lunette,  and  extendin;^  al  )ng  the  enemy's   breastworks 
to  the  left  of  said  lunette.   Two  of  my  regimental  flags  were  placed  on  the  works 
and  there  remained  until  9  o'clock  that  night,  when  we  were  relieved.     Owing 
to  some  mistake  in  the  transmission  of  orders,  a  portion  of  my  command  fell  back; 
when  I  reached  a  point  of  high  ground  between  the  capttired  lunette  and  ibc 
enemy's  breastworks,  I  found  about  four  hundred  of  my  men.    Colonel  (JilWrt, 
of  the  nineteenth  Michigan,  came  up  at  this  time  with  his  regiment.     I  c^nk'red 
him  to  f  rm  with  my  men;  he  executed  the  order  promptly.     All  this  time  the 
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enemy  waa  firing  upon  us ;  we  returned  the  fire  as  soon  as  the  men  were  formeJ. 
I  ordered  them  to  move  forward  towards  the  breastworks,  and  continue  the  fire. 
About  this  time  a  captain  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-ninth  Illinois  volun- 
teers came  to  me  from  towards  the  works,  saying,  "For  God's  sake,  general, don't 
fire,  those  are  our  men  in  those  works.*'  I  replied  that  it  was  impossible,  as  our  men 
would  not  fire  upon  us  as  those  in  the  works  were  doing.  I  started  the  captain  to 
make  a  minute  examination  and  report,  when  the  whole  line  of  works  opened  a  heavy 
fire,  which  threw  the  men  into  some  confusion,  and  many,  in  spite  of  all  I  could 
do,  fell  back  and  retreated.  Those  who  remained  I  ordered  to  take  trees,  lie 
down  and  crawl  up  to  the  works,  saying  that  we  could  carry  them,  and  that  I 
could  lead;  a  gallant  determined  band  followed  about  thirty  paces;  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  were  killed  by  or  near  me,  yet  we  moved  on  until  we  got  within  about 
fifteen  paces  of  the  works,  when  I  was  shot;  I  then  ordered  theni  to  hold  their 
places  under  cover  as  much  as  possible,  stating  that  re-enforcements  would  soon 
come  up ;  that  I  would  remain,  sending  for  a  surgeon  to  come  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill  behind  us ;  this  I  did.  We  remained  at  this  place,  under  cover  of  some  bushes 
and  trees,  for  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  men  insisting  on  canying  mo 
off  and  I  refusing  to  let  them,  in  hopes  that  sufficient  force  would  soon  come  up 
to  assist  us  in  carrying  the  works  or  to  relieve  us;  none  came.  Thinking  that  by 
this  time  my  messenger  should  have  returned  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  with  a  sur- 
geon, I  consented  to  go  there,  have  my  wounds  dressed  and  return.  I  was  shot 
through  the  left  arm,  the  same  ball  wounding  me  in  the  side,  and  I  then  thought 
it  had  remained  in  my  body;  the  slight  movement  caused  by  my  starting  seemed 
to  arouse  the  enemy,  (they  had  been  quiet  for  some  time,)  and  he  opened  upon 
me  first  from  his  whole  line,  driving  my  men  and  forcing  them  co  retreat  on 
double  quick  time.  I  could  only  follow  their  retreating  steps.  On  reaching  the 
bottom,  I  found  some  hundred  men  of  my  command.  I  ordered  them  forward 
to  aid  their  comrades,  who  were  already  in  and  near  the  works.  They  quickly 
and  promptly  started,  but  as  they  reached  the  road,  covered  by  the  enemy's 
battery  on  our  right,  they  were  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  shells,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  rally  and  reform  them  at  that  point ;  this  was  between  4  and  5 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  With  the  aid  of  two  of  my  soldiers  I  returned  to  our 
works  on  the  hill,  found  a  surgeon,  had  my  wounds  dressed,  and  returned  to  the 
road  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  llere  I  found  that  portion  of  my  brigade  which  had 
fallen  back,  formed  and  ready  to  re-assault  the  enemy.  I  sent  my  aid,  Lieu- 
tenant Harryman,  to  General  Butterfield,  for  permission  to  assault  the  works 
again ;  this  he  refused  to  give.  On  the  charge  all  my  officers  and  men,  (except 
two  field  officers,  now  out  of  service,)  are  entitled  to  praise.  But  for  a  fire  in 
the  rear,  (by  mistake,)  I  am  satisfied  we  would  not  only  have  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing the  battery,  but  should  also  have  carried  the  breastworks.  We  lost  in  this 
fight  many  brave  men,  but  the  enemy  lost  more ;  we  buried  fifty-four  of  our  men 
and  about  ninety  rebels,  they  having  left  their  works  during  the  night,  leaving 
their  dead  on  the  ground.  My  brigade  was  ordered  to  bury  the  dead  and  to 
gather  the  trophies.  We  turned  in  the  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  about  two 
thousand  stand  of  small  arms.  The  part  taken  in  the  battle  by  the  second  and 
third  brigades  can  be  better  shown  in  the  brigade  commander's  report.  I  knew 
but  little ;  I  saw  the  third  brigade  advance,  attack  aiyl  return  before  I  was  ordered 
to  advance;  I  saw  none  of  the  second  brigade,  except  the  nineteenth  Michigan, 
and  that  I  placed  with  my  command.  This  regiment  fought  bravely,  losing  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  killed  and  a  great  many  wounded.  Colonel  Gilbert  was  mor- 
tally wounded  and  died  in  a  few  days;  he  behaved  most  gallantly,  fighting  like 
a  hero.  The  loss  of  the  division  in  this  battle  was  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three; 
thirty-seven  officers  and  nine  hundred  and  twenty-six  enlisted  men.  The  division 
moved  on  the  IGth  instant  to  Field's  frry,  crossing  the  river  at  that  point.  On 
the  17tli  wo  moved  on  towards  Calhoun;  on  the  18th  towards  Two  Run  creeks 
near  Cassville.     We  skirmished  over  a  gravelly  plateau,  the  ^\i^\S!C^  ^'^iT^ci^xs?^ 
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the  ground  Btubbornly.  On  the  lOtli  instant  we  occupied  Cassrille.  Here 
the  army  rested  three  days.  We  then  moved,  crossed  the  Etowah,  and 
passed  through  Bunit  Hickory.  On  the  25th  of  May,  we  struck  the  enemy 
at  New  Hope  church,  near  Dallas ;  here  Johnston  had  intended  to  make  a 
stand.  Our  division  met  and  fought  him  at  this  place,  the  second  and  third 
brigades  only  being  engaged  ;  they  behaved  well,  driving  the  enemy  iuto  his 
works.  The  second  brigade  lost  8  officers  and  108  men;  the  third,  9  officers  and 
112  men ;  the  first,  4  officers  and  27  men.  The  first  brigade,  being  formed  in  tbe 
rear  of  the  second  and  third,  was  not  engaged,  but  lost  men  by  shells  burst- 
ing in  the  lines.  That  night  we  advanced  and  threw  up  works,  occupied  them 
a  day  or  two,  when  the  right  of  the  first  brigade  was  thrown  forward  on  new 
works  built.  We  then  remained  stationary  until  the  first  day  of  June,  when 
we  were  relieved  by  the  15th  army  c  rps,  and  marched  to  the  left  of  the  23d 
army  corps,  which  was  in  front  of  Ack worth.  We  were  constantly  working  or 
skirmishing  all  the  time.  The  men  of  the  division  behaved  with  great  coolness 
and  bravery,  fighting  or  working,  whenever  and  wherever  ordered  to  do  one  or 
the  other;  they  showed  themselves  true  soldiers.  The  morning  we  reached  the 
left  of  the  23d  corps  it  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  One  division  was  formed 
to  support  the  corps.  The  second  brigade  was  in  the  front  line,  throwing  up 
works ;  the  first  brigade  in  the  second  line,  the  third  brigade  in  reserve. 

On  the  3d  day  of  June  this  division  moved  towards  Ackworth,  in  support  of 
Hovey's  division  of  the  23d  corps.  We  camped  for  the  night  near  Morris  Hill 
church,  on  the  left  of  our  entire  army.  The  next  day  we  moved  into  the  works 
built  by  General  Hovey's  command,  they  having  advanced.  We  remained  in 
these  works  until  the  enemy  retreated.  We  then  moved  on  Ackworth  and  Sand- 
town  road,  and  took  position  at  Mount  Olivet  church,  near  Kemp's  sawmill?; 
here  we  remained  until  the  15th  of  June,  the  men  having  built  breastworks.  The 
23d  corps  moved  to  our  right,  towards  Lost  mountain;  the  4th  and  14th  corps 
on  our  left,  towards  Pine  Knob,  where  tlie  rebel  camps  were  plainly  seen. 

On  the  15th  the  division  moved  to  Gil  Gal,  known  as  the  Golgotha  chnrch, 
and  halted  near  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  on  the  left  of  the  Sandtown  road,  and 
formed  lines  of  battle.  As  soon  as  the  formation  was  completed  General  Butter- 
field  (then  commanding  division)  ordered  me  to  send  out  one  of  my  regiments  to 
drive  the  enemy's  skirmishers  out  of  a  wood  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  our 
front ;  between  us  and  this  wood  there  was  a  large  cleared  field.  I  sent  the  one 
hundred  and  second  Illinois,  Colonel  F.  C.  Smith,  who  deployed  his  regiment 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  we  had  formed  line  of  battle ;  returning  one-half, 
to  be  used  as  a  reserve,  he  moved  ofi";  when  the  regiment  was  about  half-way 
across  the  field  General  Butterfield  directed  me  to  send  another  regiment  to  sup- 
port the  one  hundred  and  second,  I  sent  the  one  liuudred  and  fiflth  Illinois, 
Colonel  Dustin.  1  was  then  ordered  to  move  my  brigade  and  take  possession 
of  two  hills  on  my  right  and  left  front.  I  moved  with  the  three  regiments,  rest- 
ing the  right  on  one  of  the  hills,  and  ordering  the  one  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois 
to  fall  back  into  line,  resting  on  the  hill  to  the  left,  thus  taking  the  two  hills  as 
directed.  I  was  then  ordered  to  immediately  move  my  line  forward  into  the 
woods ;  the  men  moved  forward  promptly,  like  veterans ;  the  enemy's  pickets 
and  sharpshooters  firing  upon  us ;  the  men  and  officers  were  cool,  nio>ing  as 
regidarly  as  though  on  driU.  When  I  reached  a  road  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  in  the  wood,  I  halted  the  line.  During  this  time  the  enemy  had  opened 
a  heavy  fire  on  my  left,  and  also  upon  General  Geary's  division,  which  was  to 
the  left  of  my  line.  General  Butterfield  had,  without  my  knowledge,  ordered  the 
one  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois  out  of  the  line  of  battle  and  retired  it  to  a  cover. 
While  remaining  in  the  road  I  was  ordered  to  throw  my  skirmishers  forward  to 
ascertain  the  number  and  position  of  the  enemy.  They  returned,  reporting  him 
in  full  force,  behind  strong  breastworks,  500  or  600  yards  in  advance  of  uiu  Thi« 
information  was  transmitted  to  General  Butterfield.    He  ordered  me  to  attack 
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the  enemy  vigorously,  and  drive  him  from  his  works,  saying  that  there  was 
nothing  but  a  line  of  skirmishers  behind  the  works ;  that  the  main  body  had 
retreated.  The  last  order  was  given  near  dusk.  In  obedience,  I  ordered  my 
brigade  forward;  they  moved  rapidly  and  in  perfect  order.  The  rebel  skir- 
mishers opened  upon  us,  and  my  men  briskly  returned  the  fire,  advancing  as 
they  fired.  We  soon  reached  their  first  line.  I  ordered  the  seventy-ninth 
Ohio  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Donne,  to  ^x  bayonets  and  charge  the  line, 
and  they  promptly  obeyed,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  lice  in  their  immediate 
front.  The  seventieth  Indiana,  Colonel  Harrison,  on  the  right  of  the  seventy- 
ninth  Ohio,  did  the  same  thing.  The  enemy  fell  back,  firing.  It  was  as  heavy 
musketry  as  I  ever  heard,  but  the  two  regiments  moved  on ;  the  rebels  did  not 
stop  until  they  got  into  their  second  main  line  of  works,  when  they  opened  with 
artillery,  (eight  pieces,)  in  our  immediate  front,  «and  a  battery  on  either  fiank. 
I  then  halted  the  line,  ordered  the  seventy-ninth  Ohio  to  lie  down  under  cover  of 
a  hill  and  to  cease  firing.  The  seventieth  Indiana  having  uothiijg  to  shield  them, 
I  ordered  their  fire  to  be  kept  up,  and  the  ground  they  occupied  to  be  held.  I 
sent  out  a  reconnoitring  party  from  the  seventy-ninth  Ohio,  to  find  out,  if 
possible,  what  we  had  to  do  to  Uike  the  works,  but  they  were  forced  back 
by  the  terrific  fire.  My  other  regiment,  the  one  hundred  and  twenty- ninth 
Illinois,  Colonel  Case,  had  not  yet  come  up,  having  been  impeded  by  a  ravine 
and  a  thicket  of  underbrush,  but  it  finally  reached  the  line  of  battle.  The 
officers  and  men  behaved  well.  It  was  now  dark  and  I  sent  back  to  General 
Butterfield  to  know  what  I  must  do,  whether  to  storm  the  works  in  the  dark, 
or  to  throw  up  works  where  I  was,  and  remain  until  daylight.  I  was  ordered 
to  go  no  further,  but  to  hold  and  fortify  the  position  then  held  by  my  line. 
This  I  commenced,  and  was  twice  attacked  by  the  enemy  when  working,  but 
each  time  they  were  quickly  repulsed.  The  seventieth  Indiana  was  now  out  of 
ammunition,  and  General  Butterfitld  relieved  my  entire  line  by  portions  of  the 
second  and  third  brigades.  The  officers  and  men  acquitted  themselves  nobly 
in  this  charge ;  I  was  forced  to  follow  them  on  foot,  consequently  could  note  the 
actions  of  all.  No  men  ever  behaved  more  gallantly.  The  loss  this  day  was  in 
the  first  brigade  103  men,  in  the  second  and  third  11  each.  My  brigade,  when 
relieved,  moved  to  the  left  and  built  works  connecting  on  left  with  General  Wil- 
liams's divisicm ;  the  second  brigade  connected  on  the  right  with"  the  23d  corps. 
A  large  portion  of  the  third  brigade  was  held  in  reserve.  The  enemy  evacuated 
his  works  on  the  night  of  the  loth,  moving  towards  Kenesaw. 

On  the  17th  our  division  followed  on  Marietta  road,  crossed  Noses's  creek,  and 
formed  a  line  of  battle  on  the  right,  one-half  mile  distant  from  the  road.  Mov- 
ing forward  we  found  the  enemy  in  force,  strongly  fortified.  We  built  works, 
and  made  some  movements  that  will  be  found  in  reports  of  Colonels  Coburn 
and  Wood. 

On  the  22d  instant  we  moved  forward  to  attack  a  hill  in  our  front;  the  division 
was  formed  as  follows :  Third  brigade  in  front,  the  first  supporting  in  rear,  the 
second  on  the  left ;  this  attck  was  gallantly  made,  and  the  hill  taken  in  fine  style 
by  the  third  brigade;  it  was  held  by  the  third  and  a  portion  of  the  first  on  the 
right  of  third,  the  second  brigade  on  left,  (ieneraj  Hood's  corps  that  day  made 
an  attack  on  General  Williams's  division.  The  artillery  of  one  division  did  good 
service,  but  the  scene  of  action  was  too  far  off  for  our  musketry  to  be  brought 
into  play.  Two  slight  attacks  were  made  on  the  second  brigade,  but  they  were 
easily  and  quickly  repulsed.  That  night  we  were  relieved  by  Major  Geneial 
Stanley's  division,  4lh  army  corps,  and  moved  to  the  right,  Ciimping  in  rear  of 
Generals  Geary  and  Williams. 

Oq  the  morning  of  the  25th  we  moved  on  the  Marietta  road  and  took  up  posi- 
tion between  General  Williams's  right  and  the  left  of  the  23d  corps.    This  positioa 
was  held  until  the  3d  day  of  July ;  constant  firing  of  artillery  ?ccL^\fi»c^vtNs.^  ^^^ 
kept  up  all  the  time. 
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On  the  29th  day  of  June,  Major  General  Biitterfield  availing  himself  of  a  leave 
of  absence,  I,  as  senior  officer  present,  assumed  command  of  the  division. 

On  the  3d  day  of  July,  about  3  o'clock  a  m.,  my  skirmishers  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  evacuated  his  works;  the  intelligence  was  at  once  transmitted  to 
corps  headquarters,  and  I  was  orden  d  to  move  my  command  to  Marietta,  on  the 
main  Powder  Spring  road.  After  leaving  my  works,  and  moving  about  a  mile,  I 
threw  forward  the  one  hundred  and  second  Illinois  volunteers  as  skirmishers; 
in  another  half  mile  they  met  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  but  drove  them  ea:?ily; 
in  fact,  as  fast  as  the  column  moved,  within  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  of  Marietta. 
A  column  of  the  enemy*s  cavalry  was  discovered  moving  from  the  town,  on  or 
near  the  Atlanta  railroad.  Captain  Smith's  battery  I,  first  Michigan,  was  quickly 
brought  up,  placed  in  position,  and  opened  opon  the  column;  it  was  quickly 
dispersed.  They  brought  up  two  batteries,  however,  and  opened  fire,  doing  but 
little  damage  before  they  were  silenced.  In  the  mean  time.  Generals  Thomf»8  and 
Hooker  having  come  up,  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  a  certain  position,  to  be  shown 
by  Lieutenant  Cf)lonel  C.  W.  Asmusseu,  acting  inspector  general  20th  array 
corps.  I  marched  with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  well  in  advance  of  my 
column,  for  a  mile  or  two;  no  enemy  was  seen;  stragglers  and  deserters  were 
picked  up  in  considerable  number.  About  2  o'clock  the  rebel  ca\'alry  began 
feebly  to  resist  our  further  progress,  but  they  yielded  the  ground  easily  to  the 
skirmishers,  and  the  division  moved  on.  We  then  came  to  the  infantry  pickets, 
drove  them  in,  and  took  up  position  near  the  enemy.  He  shelled  us  viciously, 
but  his  firing  was  very  poor.  The  14th  army  corps  was  expected  to  come  up 
along  the  railroad  on  my  left ;  for  some  reason  they  failed  to  do  so,  but  c^ime  up 
in  the  rear,  relieved  my  division,  and  I  moved  off  to  the  right  of  Generals  Wil- 
liams's and  Geary's  division. 

On  the  4th  instant  about  2  p.  m.  I  moved  off  towards  Nickajack  creek,  taking 
a  position  indicated  by  Major  General  Hooker,  near  the  16th  and  23d  corps. 

On  the  5th  instant,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  his  works,  we  moved  on  the 
Turner's  Ferry  and  Marietta  road,  my  division  following  General  Williams's 
ordnance  train.  This  march  was  extremely  fatiguing  to  my  troops ;  those 
ahead  of  us  moved  haltingly.  At  night  we  camped  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
in  rear  of  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps. 

On  the  6th  I  took  up  position  confronting  the  enemy's  fortifications  on  the 
Chattahoochee  river.  General  Geary  was  on  my  right,  General  Williams 
on  my  left.  There  was  some  skirmishing  here,  but  it  did  not  amount  to  much. 
So  soon  as  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  my  pickets  were  advanced  to  the  northern 
bank.  There  was  no  firing  now  from  either  side,  the  men  having,  for  a  time^ 
formed  an  armistice. 

On  the  17th  day  of  July  I  marched  to  Pace's  ferry,  crossed  the  river,  and 
moved  to  the  left  of  the  Atlanta  railroad,  camping  my  command  witliiu  about  a 
mile  of  Nancy's  creek. 

On  the  18th  General  Hooker  ordered  me  to  make  a  reconnoissance  with  one 
of  my  brigades  towards  Buckhead.  Colonel  Wood's  third  brigade  went  out, 
Nancy's  creek  was  bridged,  and  the  troops  moved  forward  rapidly,  meeting 
with  no  resistance  from  the  enemy.  About  1  o'clock  p.  m.  General  Hooker 
informed  me  that  the  4th  army  corps  was  already  at  Buckhead,  and  ordered  me 
to  move  my  entire  division  and  take  up  position  on  right  of  4th  army  corps. 
This  I  did,  and  threw  up  a  line  of  works  for  defence. 

On  the  19th  my  pioneers  and  working  parties  were  busily  engaged  in  building 
bridges  across  Peach  Tree  creek. 

On  the  20th  instant  I  was  ordered  to  march  my  division  up  in  support  of 
Generals  Williams  and  Geary;  before  the  position  was  gained  the  order  was 
changed.  I  was  to  fill  up  the  gap  between  General  Geary's  left  and  the  right 
of  the  4th  army  corps.  After  looking  over  the  ground,  I  determined  to  cross 
he  c  reek  on  a  bridge  in  the  rear  of  General  Newton's  division.    There  was  a  higii 
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bill  that  completely  hid  my  movements  from  the  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  it 
protected  the  main  body  of  the  troops,  while  the  skirmishers  were  driving  the 
rebel  pickets  from  the  ridge  and  valley  which  I  was  to  occupy.  The  twenty- 
second  Wisconsin  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York  drove  the  enemy's 
skirmisiiers,  and  covered  tiie  commanding  gi'onnd  which  I  intended  to  occupy 
by  forming  line  of  battle.  The  troops  now  moved  into  the  cornfield,  and  foimed 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  in  the  following  order :  first  brigade  on  the  right,  second 
brigade  in  the  centre,  third  brigade  on  the  left.  General  Hooker,  through 
Captain  Hall,  aide-de-camp,  ordered  that  the  division  remain  where  it  was  until 
further  orders.  About  3  o'clock  p.  m.  Colonel  Coburn  reported  to  me  that  the 
enemy  was  advancing  upon  us  in  strong  force.  I  immediately  despatched  staff 
officers  to  order  the  brigade  commanders  to  move  their  commands  rapidly  to  the 
high  ground  in  our  front.  The  division  moved  at  once  in  splendid  order.  The 
skirmish  line,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bloodgood,  of  the  twenty- 
second  Wisconsin,  behaved  most  gallantly,  refusing  to  fall  back  until  sorely 
pressed  by  the  rebel  line  of  battle,  and  then  only  they  retreated  slowly,  reluc- 
tantly yielding  the  ground,  disputing  every  foot  they  gave  up  ;  they  had  fallen 
back  to  the  ridge,  covering  the  division,  followed  closely  by  the  rebel  line,  whore 
my  line  of  battle  reached.  Colonel  Bloodgood  drew  his  men  to  the  rear  of  the 
main  line,  and  the  battle  began  in  earnest.  The  first  line  of  the  rebels  was 
shatten^d  in  a  few  minutes.  My  advance  was  hardly  checked  a  minute.  The 
enemy  had  evidently  believed  themselves  in  a  gap  between  General  Geaiy  and 
the  4th  army  corps.  Meeting  my  line  of  battle  seemed  to  completely  addle  their 
brains.  Tlieir  first  line  broke,  mixing  up  the  second  line.  They  were  now  in 
the  wildest  confusion,  firing  in  all  directions,  some  endeavoring  to  get  away, 
some  undecided  what  to  do,  others  rushing  into  our  lines.  I  still  advanced,  my 
men  keeping  up  a  steady  fire,  crossed  a  deep  ravine  to  gain  the  next  hill  to  make 
good  my  connexions  with  General  Newton  on  my  left  and  General  Geary  on 
my  right,  and  also  to  gain  a  position  which  commanded  the  open  country  for 
600  yards  in  advance.  Once  they  had  made  a  feeble  effort  to  rally,  but  they 
were  too  badly  broken.  They  succeeded  in  making  a  slight  attack,  but  it  was 
not  a  concerted  movement ;  it  commenced  on  the  left,  running  at  intervals  towards 
the  right ;  it  only  resulted  in  giving  us  more  prisoners,  two  more  battle-flags, 
and  swelling  the  already  frightful  number  of  rebel  dead  and  wounded ;  they 
then  fl<»d  to  the  woods,  leaving  dead,  wounded,  and  arms  in  our  possession. 
I  took  up  the  chosen  position  and  commenced  to  fortify  it.  The  enemy  was 
rallying  his  men  in  the  woods,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  on  our  lines,  and  made 
several  attempts  to  charge;  we  returned  the  fire  vigorously,  repulsed  the  charges 
before  they  got  far  out  of  the  woods  ;  this  was  kept  up  briskly  until  6  p.  m., 
when  the  tire  began  to  abate,  but  a  brisk  skirmishing  fire  was  kept  up  until 
dark.  The  ambulance  corps  worked  faithfully  all  night  carrying  off  the 
wounded  of  both  armies.  Soon  after  daybreak  on  the  2l8t  all  were  cared  for. 
My  division  in  this  battle  had  no  artillery,  it  having  been  impossible  to  move  it 
across  the  country.  Captain  Gary  had  his  batteries  on  the  Buckhead  road, 
where  he  was  put  in  position  by  General  Thomas ;  there  he  did  good  service  in 
protecting  General  Newton's  left  flank.  In  the  beginning  of  the  battle  Major 
General  Thomas  sent  to  me  for  a  brigade  to  assist  General  Newton;  as  my 
whole  line  was  hotly  engaged,  and  only  a  portion  of  one  regiment  (one  hundred 
and  thirty-sixth  New  York)  hi  reserve,  I  begged  to  be  excused  from  parting  with 
any  portion  of  my  command.  General  Thomas,  as  soon  as  he  learned  how  I 
was  situated,  revoked  the  order,  but  requested  me  to  send  two  regiments. 
This  could  not  be  done,  as  it  would  have  made  a  gap  in  my  line  that  would 
probably  have  proved  fatal  to  my  division,  if  not  to  the  entire  corps.  General 
Thomas  withdrew  the  request  when  the  facts  were  communicated  to  him. 
During  the  engagement  my  troops  never  wavered,  although  tt^c%^'4»  Na  "^^  ^^?^^ci^. 
aud  to  the  left  of  them  gave  way.     At  nightfall,  however,  tV\^  ^Kfc^\»  <^*^  '^^  ^^^^ 
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and  Xewton's  division  of  the  4th  corps  had  re-established  themselves  in  their 
old  positions.     The  fight  in  my  front  lasted  three  hours  or  more. 

To  my  brigade  commanders.  Colonel  Harrison,  seventieth  Indiana,  (first.) 
Colonel  Coburn,  thirty-third  Indiana,  (second,)  and  Colonel  Wood,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-sixth  New  York,  (third,)  I  am  indebted  for  their  prompt  obedience  to 
orders,  for  their  gallant  and  unwavering  support  in  discharge  of  duties  as  com- 
manding officers.  Each  handled  his  command  well,  and  in  a  manner  alike 
creditable  to  himself  and  to  the  service.  To  all  the  members  of  my  staff  I  am 
indebted  for  their  efficient  manner  of  conveying  orders  to  the  various  parts  of 
this  bloody  field;  especially  I  am  indebted  to  Major  Lackner,  Captains  Speed 
and  Tibbetts,  and  Lieutenants  Harryman  and  Thompson,  for  their  services  on 
this  day.  In  this  engagement  my  division  captured  seven  battle-flags,  twenty- 
five  officers'  swords,  and  a  large  number  of  small-arms,  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
prisoners,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  wounded  rebels  sent  to  hospital. 
These  prisoners  represented  seventeen  different  regiments  from  Loring's  and 
Walker's  divisions ;  one  man  was  from  Cheatham's.  The  estimated  loss  of  the 
enemy  in  my  front  was  five  hundred  killed,  two  thousand  five  hundred  wounded, 
and  two  hundred  and  forty-six  prisoners.  My  loss  in  killed  and  woimded  and 
missing  five  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

July  21  was  spent  i^  burying  the  dead  and  caring  for  the  wounded.  The 
enemy's  pickets  were  in  the  opposite  woods,  but  fired  little  and  without  effect 

On  the  22d  I  was  ordered  to  move  my  command  on  left  of  Buckhead  and 
Atlanta  road  towards  the  city.  This  I  did,  making  connexion  with  the  left  of 
General  Wood's  (third  division  4th  army  corps)  skirmish  line.  I  moved  on  until 
halted  by  an  order  from  General  Hooker  to  take  up  position  and  fortify.  This 
was  done,  my  right  connecting  with  General  Geary,  my  left  with  4th  army  corp3. 

On  the  23d  I  advanced  my  line,  thereby  shortening  it.  Division  remained 
stationary  until  the  27th  of  July,  when  General  Geary  relieved  my  division  and 
it  was  placed  in  reserve. 

On  the  28th  General  Williams  assumed  command  of  the  corps,  (jeneral 
Hooker  having  been  relieved  at  his  own  request.  At  about  5  o'clock  p.  ra. 
General  Williams,  through  his  aide-de-cAmp,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robinson, 
ordered  me  to  move  to  the  right  to  support  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  which 
was  heavily  engaged.  After  marching  about  a  mile  and  a  half  the  order  was 
countermanded,  and  I  moved  back  to  the  old  camp  in  rear  of  the  corps. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29tli  I  marched  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  army  to 
support  General  Davis's  division  in  a  reconnoissance.  I  moved  in  his  rear; 
when  he  halted  for  the  night  I  went  into  camp,  throwing  up  works. 

On  the  30th  I  was  ordered  by  Major  General  Thomas  to  take  up  a  refused 
position  on  the  right  of  General  Morgan's  (commanding  Davis's)  division.  This 
I  did,  and  threw  up  a  strong  line  of  ri^e-pits. 

August  2. — I  was  ordered  to  move  back  to  the  centre  of  the  line,  and  hold 
my  command  in  readiness  to  relieve  the  14th  army  corps,  except  brigade  on 
right,  at  daylight  next  morning.  My  troops  were  ready  at  the  appointed  time, 
but  it  was  fully  10  o'clock  before  the  14th  army  corps  was  ready  to  leave  the 
works.  When  they  moved  out  my  command  moved  in.  The  pickets  were 
relieved,  and  I  immediately  commenced  to  straighten  the  lines.  1  pu^^hed  the 
lines  forward  from  three  hundred  yards  to  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  building  three 
sets  of  pits  and  forts,  using  a  great  deal  of  labor  to  strengthen  the  position 
to  counterbalance  my  thin  lino  of  men.  The  pickets  made  a  truce,  and  did 
not  fire  on  one  another.  This  was  fortunate,  as  we  had  been  losing  a  number  of 
our  men  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  Artillery  firing  was  kept  up 
at  intervals,  but  this  practice  of  the  enemy  was  veiy  poor,  doing  little  or  no 
damage  to  our  works,  killing  and  wounding  but  few  of  our  men. 

On  the  25th  day  of  August  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  my  command  at 
8  o'clock  p.  m.  and  march  to  Turner's  ferry  with  two  brigades,  t£e  first  brigade 
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going  to  the  railroad  bridge.  I  withdrew  at  the  appointed  time;  the  roads  being 
full  of  wagons  and  troops,  we  did  not  reach  the  ferry  until  daybreak  on  ihe 
26th  instant.  I  had  working  parties  fortifying  the  position  to  be  occupied,  and 
one  day  was  sufficient  to  finish  the  works,  at  least  so  f;ir  as  was  necessary.  The 
enemy  did  not  make  his  appearance  until  the  27th  instant,  when  two  brigades 
of  French's  division,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  came  up  to  feel  our  lines.  They 
drove  in  the  pickets  and  opened  with  their  artillery.  They  did  not  show  them- 
selves in  force,  keeping  a  respectful  distance  from  our  main  line.  Captain  Smith 
opened  on  thern  with  two  guns,  and  soon  drove  away  their  artillery.  The  next 
morning  Captain  Tibbetts,  aide-de-camp,  with  twenty-five  mounted  men,  made 
a  recounoissance,  but  found  no  enemy.  He  went  to  the  right  as  far  as  Nelson's 
ferry,  then  made  a  detour,  and  came  into  General  Williams's  lines  at  the  railroad 
bridge. 

On  the  30th  Major  Higgins,  seventy-third  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  in  com- 
mand of  400  infantry,  found  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched  on  Proctor's  creek. 
Demonstrations  being  made  on  both  his  right  and  left  flanks,  he  prudently  witli- 
drew. 

On  September  2d  a  recounoissance  was  made  which  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  Atlanta.     A  report  of  this  has  already  been  forwarded. 

On  the  third  instant  that  portion  of  the  second  and  third  brigades  which  was 
left  at  Tunier's  ferry  moved  into  the  city.  The  first  brigade  is  still  at  the  rail- 
road bridge  on  the  Chattahoochee.  For  the  information  of  the  major  general 
commanding,  numerical  and  nominal  lists  of  casualties  are  appended.  Herewith 
are  brigade  and  regimental  reports. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  WARD, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Division, 

Lieut.  Colonel  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  20th  Army  Corps, 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Etowah, 

Chattanoogay  Tcnn.,  Septctnher  11,  1SG4. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  4th  histant,  from  the  major  general  com- 
manding department  Cumberland,  received  the  11th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  major  general  commanding  military 
division  of  the  Mississippi,  I  assumed  command  of  the  district  of  the  Etowah  on 
the  15rh  of  June  last.  A  roster  of  the  troops  of  my  command  at  that  time,  and 
stations  where  posted,  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted.  The  main  duty  of  my 
command  was  to  keep  open  railroad  communication  with  the  army  in  the  front. 

On  the  IStli  of  June,  I  directed  Colonel  Watkins,  commanding  third  brigade 
first  cavalry  division,  then  stationed  at  Wauhatchee,  to  proceed  with  his  mounted 
force  to  Lafayette,  Georgia,  and  patrol  the  country  in  that  vicinity,  then  much 
infested  by  guerillas  who  were  annoying  our  communications  to  the  front. 

On  the  2 1th,  at  daylight,  Colonel  Watkins  was  attacked,  at  Lafayette,  by  rebel 
cavalry,  some  two  thousand  (2,000)  strong,  under  General  Pillow,  and  after  hav- 
ing been  refused  a  surrender  of  the  place  and  forces,  he  attempted  to  surround  and 
capture  them.  Our  forces,  numbering  about  four  hundred,  (400,)  immediately 
took  refuge  in  the  court-house  and  adjacent  buildings,  from  which  they  kept  up  a 
well  directed  fire,  and  were  enabled  to  repel  every  assault  of  the  enemy.  After 
five  hours'  severe  fighting,  in  which  the  enemy  lost  heavily  without  having  gained 
any  material  advantage.  Colonel  Croxton,  commanding  fourth  Kentucky  mount- 
ed infantry,  who  I  had  ordered  the  day  previous  to  proceed  to  the  front  by  way 
of  Ship*.--  gap,  arrived,  and  immediately  attacking  the  enemy,  caused  him  to  niaka 
a  hasty  retreat  in  the  diiection  of  Alpine,  leaving  his  dead  and  many  oW^^^'^^^ss^'^ 
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^n  our  liands.  Our  forces  pursued  a  short  distance.  The  enemy's  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners,  is  estimated  at  300,  about  80  of  whom  were  prisoners* 
among  them  several  officers.  Our  loss  does  not  exceed  sixty,  (60.)  The  con- 
duct of  all  is  reported  as  being  highly  commendable.  So  soon  as  I  could  learn 
the  results  of  the  affiiirs  at  Lafayette,  I  ordered  pursuit,  but  owing  to  the  condi- 
tion of  Colonel  Watkins's  horses,  and  Colonel  Croxton  having  started  for  the 
front  before  the  order  could  reach  him,  it  could  not  be  executed  with  any  hope 
of  overtaking  the  enemy.  Had  an  immediate  pursuit  been  made,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  it  would  have  been  attended  with  good  result.  I  renpectfully 
transmit  herewith  the  official  reports  of  Colonels  Watkins  and  Croxton. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  my  force  was  increased  by  Brigadier  General  Smith's 
command,  the  third  division  15th  army  corps,  headquarters  at  Kingston,  G(.^rgia, 
and  occupying  the  railroad  from  Tilton  to  Cartersville,  and  soon  after  to  Altoona, 
the  forces  at  that  station  and  Etowah  being  ordered  out  of  my  district.  With 
the  exception  of  the  capturing  and  partly  burning  of  a  train  near  Tilton  on  the 
Gth  of  July,  and  a  temporary  break  of  track  at  that  place,  no  raid  or  military 
demonstration  of  importance  was  made  within  the  district  by  the  enemy  until 
about  the  14th  of  August,  when,  early  in  the  monn'ng  of  that  day,  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  in  considerable  numbers,  attacked  a  herd  of  cattle  near  Calhoun,  Georgia, 
dispersing  a  portion  of  the  guard  and  driving  off  a  large  number  of  cattle,  some 
portion  of  which  were  recaptured  by  Colonel  Faulkner,  who  pursued  the  attack- 
ing party  on  the  first  receipt  of  the  news.  At  3  p.  m.  that  day,  I  rccL-ived  im- 
formation  that  rebel  General  Wheeler,  with  a  strong  force,  was  moving  towards 
Dalton.  I  immediately  ordered  such  troops  as  I  thought  I  could  safely  spare 
from  the  garrison  at  Chattanooga  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  move,  on  the  receipt 
of  ord(Ts;  at  the  same  time  I  ordered  sufficient  railroad  transportation  to  be  put 
in  readiness  to  accommodate  two  thousand  (2,000)  men.  At  6  p.  m.  I  received 
the  further  intelligence  that  a  demand  had  been  made  by  Wheeler  for  tlie  sur- 
render of  Dalton,  which  had  been  refused.  I  at  once  ordered  the  loading  of  the 
troops,  but,  owing  to  several  trains  running  in  wild  from  Dalton,  I  did  not  reach 
the  bridge  north  of  that  place  until  after  midnight,  when,  being  told  by  a  cavalry 
officer,  direct  from  near  Dalton,  that  our  forces  had  been  overpowered  and  cap- 
tured, I  awaited  daylight  before  proceeding  further.  At  daylight  I  advanced 
my  command ;  soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers  About  this 
time  i  heard  firing  in  Dalton,  and  learning  that  the  garrison  was  still  holding 
out,  I  moved  forward  rapidly  and  soon  cleared  the  town  of  the  enemy,  but  being 
without  cavalry,  I  could  not  pursue.  I  remained  at  Dalton  until  the  following 
day,  when  learning  that  the  enemy  had  no  further  design  on  the  place,  an<l  fiarin^ 
that  he  would  attempt  to  destroy  the  bridges  over  the  Chickamauga,  I  started 
for  Chattanooga,  where  I  ai'rived  on  the  17th  instant.  The  enemy's  loss  at 
Dalton  could  not  have  been  less  than  two  hundred,  (200.)  He  left  thirty-three 
(33)  d(?ad  and  fifty-seven  (57)  badly  wounded  on  the  field.  My  loss  was  one 
officer  and  eight  men  killed;  one  officer  and  twenty -nine  (29)  men  wounded;  one 
officer  and  twenty-three  (23)  men  missing;  total,  63.  The  troops  engaged  were, 
second  Missouri,  twenty-ninth,  fifty-first,  and  sixty-eighth  Indiana,  one  hundred 
and  eighth  Ohio,  seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania,  and  fourteenth  United  States 
colored  troops — in  all  1,800,  effective.  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of 
my  entire  command.  Colonel  Laibold,  second  Missouri  volunteers,  commanding 
Dalton,  is  entitled  to  especial  credit  for  his  stubborn  and  spirited  defence  of  the 
place  previous  to  being  re-enforced.  For  more  detailed  accounts,  I  beg  to  refer 
to  the  accompanying  sub -reports.  The  same  day,  August  14,  the  enemy 
caused  the  surrender  of  a  small  garrison,  (detachment  seventeenth  Iowa,)  at  ft 
block-house  between  Dalton  and  Tilton,  and  destroyed  some  railroad  tnick  be- 
tween those  stations.  I  have  ordered,  through  General  Smith,  to  whose 
command  the  seventeenth  Iowa  belongs,  an  investigation  and  report  of  the  facts 
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attending  the  surrender,  but  have  not  yet  received  the  leport;  I  am  inclined 
to  the  belief  that  the  surrender  was  made  without  a  pretext  for  its  necej^sit^. 

At  1  o'clock  the  16th  the  enemy,  some  five  liundred  (500)  strong,  attacked  a 
pmall  garrison  at  Graysville,  but  soon  withdrew  beyond  the  reach  of  musketry, 
and,  after  tearing  up  some  half  mile  of  track,  retired  by  way  of  Parker's  gap. 
The  enemy  had  now  left  our  line  of  communication  to  the  front,  and  were  moving 
towards  Knoxville.  They  had  not  captured  an  engine  or  car ;  the  entire  damage 
to  the  road,  cut  the  evening  of  tlie  14th,  was  repaired  on  Tliursday,  the  8th,  and 
to  this  date  has  hardly  been  internipted  for  a  moment.  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion 
that  Wheeler's  command  was  not  less  than  six  thousand  (6,000)  strong,  moving  in 
detachments  of  from  one  to  three  thousand  men  within  supporting  distance  of 
each  other.  The  force  that  attacked  Dalton  I  think  numbered  three  thuusand 
(3,000.) 

On  the  17th  a  detachment,  several  hundred  strong,  was  diverted  from 
the  line  of  march  taken  by  the  enemy  and  menaced  Cleveland,  but  did  no 
damage  other  than  destroy  several  hundred  yards  of  railroad  track.  I  enclose 
the  official  report  of  Colonel  11.  G.  Gibson,  commanding  at  that  place,  and  with 
liim  keenly  regret  the  casualties  in  his  command,  inasmuch  as  I  am  informed 
that  they  were  wholly  the  result  of  a  premature  explosion  of  ono  of  our  own  shell, 
but  whether  from  inexperience  in  handling  or  from  defectivo  construction  of  the 
shell  I  am  unable  to  state.  I  think  Colonel  Gibson  has  forgotten  to  mention 
this  fact  in  his  report. 

On  the  22d,  learning  from  scouts  that  Wheeler  was  between  the  Iliawassee 
and  Little  Tennesse  rivers,  and  that  those  streams  were  nntfordable  at  that  time, 
I  determined  to  try  and  force  him  to  an  engagement  or  to  flee  to  the  mountains 
toward  North  Carolina.  I  therefore  ordered  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry, 
then  at  Dalton,  together  with  a  detachment  of  the  sixteenth  Kentucky,  then 
at  Cleveland,  to  patrol  the  Iliawassee  as  far  as  the  base  of  the  mountain,  and 
guard  all  practicable  fords,  at  the  same  time  communicating  a  wish  to  General 
Ammon  that  he  should  guard  the  liittle  Tennessee  to  the  same  purpose. 

The  next  day,  August  23,  I  proceeded  to  Calhoun,  Tennessee,  taking  such 
troops  as  1  could  spare  from  th(?  garrison  at  Chattanooga  and  Cleveland,  with 
a  detachment  of  General  Smith's  command,  some  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  strong, 
gi^Hng  me  a  total  of  at  least  tliirty-six  liundred  (3,000)  men.  I  moved  in  the 
direction  taken  by  Wheeler  as  far  as  Madisonville,  when,  learning  that  he  had 
crossed  the  Little  Tennessee,  and  that  his  advance  was  beyond  the  Holston,  I 
returned  to  Chattanooga,  where  I  arrived  the  evening  of  the  28tli.  The  enemy 
had  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  railroad  track  between  Calhoun  and  London  ; 
he  had  attacked  and  captured  a  portion  of  a  gang  of  workmen  employed  by  the 
quartermaster's  department  in  getting  out  logs  for  the  government  near  Sale 
Creek,  tngether  with  some  fifty  (oO)  teams  in  use  there,  and  had  robbed  the 
country  generally—  friends  and  foes  seemed  to  suffer  alike — but  not  an  engine  or 
car  had  yet  been  destroyed.  After  my  arrival  here,  leiirning  that  Wlieeler  was 
moving  towards  ]Middlc  Tennessee,  by  way  of  Sparta  and  Pikeville,  on  the 
3l3t  of  August,  I  sent  the  ninth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  some  six  hundred  (600) 
strong,  to  the  Sequatchie  valley,  with  instructions  to  pursue  the  enemy,  and 
prevent  small  dcjtachments  from  being  diverted  from  the  main  body  for  the 
purpo'^e  of  destroying  the  railroad ;  at  the  same  time,  at  the  request  of  General 
Rousseau  for  assistance,  I  sent  four  (4)  regiments,  three  hundred  (300)  strong  each, 
to  occupy  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  from  Bridgeport  to  Tullahoma. 
The  n'giinent  sent  to  Cowan  barely  had  time  to  unload  from  the  cars  before  it 
was  engaged  with  the  advance  of  five  hundred  (500)  rebel  cavalry,  who,  finding 
a  force  at  Cowan   and  the  Tunnel,  moved  north,  and  destroyed  some  railroad 

track  near  Deckerd.     On  the instant,  having  received  reports  that  the  enemy 

were  demonstrating  upon  our  lines  of  communication  with  NashvNJAfc^^x'C^  ^^^vs-vaR^ 
prospect  of  success,  I  moved  by  rail  to  Muifreesboro',  taking  w  vOss.xs^fcO^^^^^^^^^^^^'^ 
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the  four  regiments  pLiced  on  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  the  day  pre- 
vious by  me,  thirty -five  (3,500)  hundred  men,  and  one  section  of  artillery,  making 
a  total  now  from  my  command  in  the  district  of  Tennessee  nearly  four  thouaaail 
two  hundred  (4,200)  strong.  Of  my  operations  in  that  district  I  will  forward 
a  report  as  soon  as  one  can  be  made. 

I  am  deeply  indebted  to  the  officers  of  my  command  for  their  prompt  and 
energetic  discharge  of  all  duties  required  of  them,  and  to  the  men  for  their 
readiness  to  respond  to  all  orders,  and  their  uncomplaining  endurance  of  the  modt 
excessive  fatigue. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  STEEDMAX, 

Major  General 
Assistant  Adjctant  General, 

Dejjarlment  of  the  Cumberland^  Atlanta,  Ga. 


PART    IV. 


ARMIES  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND  AND  DETACHED  TROOPS  OF  THE  ARMIES 
OF  THE  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  SERVING  IN  TEN- 
NESSEE, NORTH  ALABAMA,  AND  GEORGIA,  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE 
TENNESSEE,  FROM  SEPTEMBER  7,  ld()4,  TO  FEBRUARY  1,  1^66. 


CAMPAIGN  IN  TENNESSEE. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Eastjwrt,  Mississijipi,  January  20,  1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  from 
the  date  of  the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  as  follows : 

From  the  7th  to  the  30th  of  September,  the  14th,  4th.  and  20th  corps,  com- 
posing the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  remained  quietly  in  camp  around  the  city 
of  Atlanta.  The  enemy  was  reported  posted  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jone:?boro'. 
Puring  greater  portion  of  the  above-mentioned  period  an  armistice  existed 
between  the  two  armies,  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  prisoners  captured  on 
both  sides  during  the  preceding  campaign. 

About  ihe  20th  of  September  the  enemy's  cavalry,  under  Forrest,  crossei 
the  Tennessee  river,  near  Waterloo,  and  appeared  in  front  of  Athens,  Alabauui 

On  the  23d,  after  having  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  railroad  between  the 
latter  place  and  Decatur,  Alabama,  considerable  skirmishing  took  place,  and 
the  garrison.  Colonel  Campbell,  one  hundred  and  tenth  United  States  colored 
troops,  commanding,  withdrew  into  the  fort.  By  nightfall  the  town  wae  completly 
invested,  and  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  buildings  destroyed  by  tk 
enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  enemy  opened  on  the  fort  \vith  a  12-poun(ler 
battery,  firing  from  two  directions,  north  and  west,  which  was  answered  br 
the  artillery  of  the  garrison.  Later  two  flags  of  truce  were  received  demand- 
ing a  surrender,  which  was  declined  by  Colonel  Campbell*  when  he  wii 
requested  to  grant  Major  General  Forrest  a  personal  interview,  and  complied 
with  the  request.  At  this  interview  Colonel  Campbell  allowed  himse^  to 
become  convinced  by  the  rebel  commander  that  it  was  ueclesa  to  contend  agmimt 
the  largely  superior  force  of  the  enemy  confronting  him,  and  was  indaced  to 
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snrronrler  his  command.  The  garrison  at  the  time  consisted  of  450  men  helong- 
ing  to  the  one  hundred  and  sixth,  one  Imndred  and  tenth,  and  one  hundred  and 
eleventh  United  States  colored  troops,  and  about  150  men  of  the  third  Ten- 
nessee cavalry.  Thirty  minutes  after  the  evacuation  of  the  fort,  re-enforcements, 
consisting  of  the  eighteenth  Michigan  and  one  hundred  and  second  Ohio  regi- 
ments arrived,  and  after  a  severe  fight  were  also  forced  to  yield.  Forrest  then 
moved  towards  Pulaski,  destroying  the  railroad  as  he  advanced,  captured  the 
garrison  at  Sulphur  Branch  trestle,  and  skirmished  heavily  all  day  of  the  27th 
with  the  garrison  of  Pulaski,  but  witiidrew  towards  nightfall.  !Major  General 
Rousseau  was  present  at  Pulaski  during  the  engagement,  having  collected  such 
troops  as  he  could  spare  from  other  points  of  his  command  to  assist  in  staying 
the  prngiess  of  the  enemy  in  the  destruction  of  our  railroad  communications. 

On  the  29th  Forrest  withdrew  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  tiie  railroad, 
after  having  thoroughly  destroyed  it  from  Athens  to  within  five  miles  of  Pulaski ; 
and  on  the  same  day  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  was  cut  near 
Tullahoma  and  Deckerd,  by  small  parties  from  his  command  sent  out  for  the 
purpose,  but  the  road  was  again  in  running  order  on  the  30th.  As  Forrest 
changed  the  scene  of  his  operations  from  the  Decatur  railroad  over  to  the  one 
leading  to  Chattanooga,  General  Rousseau  moved  rapidly  by  rail  around  through 
Nashville  to  Tullahoma,  and  prepared  for  his  reception.  On  the  same  day 
(29th  S(?ptemberj  five  thousand  men  from  the  district  of  the  Etowah,  Major 
General  J.  B.  Steedman  commanding,  crossed  to  the  north  of  the  Tennessee 
river  to  check  Forrest's  movements,  and  to  protect  and  keep  open  the  communi- 
cation by  rail  with  Chattanooga.  Newton's  division,  4th  corps,  was  ordered 
from  Atlanta,  September  26,  and  replaced  Steedman's  command  at  Chatta- 
nooga on  the  28th.  Morgan's  division  of  the  14th  corps,  started  from  Atlanta 
for  the  same  purpose,  on  the  29th  September,  and  to  re-enforce  the  troops  opera- 
ting against  Forrest.  In  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  from  Major  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  1  left  Atlanta  with  Morgan's  division,  to  take  immediate  charge 
of  affairs  in  Tennessee,  and  reached  Nashville  Octobers.  On  the  withdrawal 
of  Forrest's  troops  from  Athens,  a  garrison  was  sent  to  reoccupy  the  post,  by 
Brigadier  General  R  G.  Granger,  commanding  district  of  northern  Alabama, 
who  also  sent  a  scouting  party  from  Huntsville  towards  Fayetteville  to  locate 
the  enemy.  This  party  ascertained  that  Forrest  passed  through  Fayetteville 
on  the  night  of  the  29th,  and  moved  toward  Deckerd.  After  passing  Fayette- 
ville, however,  he  divided  his  forces,  part  going  south,  through  New  Market, 
towards  Huntsville,  and  the  remainder,  under  Forrest  in  person,  moved  through 
Lynchburg  towards  Columbia.  The  first  column,  four  thousand  (4,000)  strong, 
under  Butord,  appeared  in  front  of  Huntsville  during  the  evening  of  the  30th, 
and  immediately  sent  in  a  summons  to  the  garrison  to  surrender,  which  the  latter 
refused  to  do.  The  enemy  remained  throughout  the  night  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town,  and  repeated  the  demand  for  its  surrender  on  the  morning  of  October  Ist, 
and  meeting  with  an  answer  similar  to  the  one  received  on  the  night  previous, 
he  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Athens,  which  place  was  attacked  by  him  at 
about  3  p.  m.  without  effect,  the  garrison  holding  its  own  nobly.  The  second 
column,  luider  Forrest  in  person,  and  estimated  at  three  thousand  (3,000)  men, 
made  its  appearance  near  Columbia  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist,  but  did  not  attack 
that  place.  During  these  operations  of  Forrest  in  middle  Tennessee,  small  par- 
ties of  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  in  the  neighborhood  of  McMinnville 
and  Liberty,  but  made  no  serious  demonstrations.  Morgan's  division  of  the  14th 
army  corps,  which  started  from  Atlanta  on  the  29th  of  September,  reached  Ste- 
venson during  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  October,  and  pushed  on  towards  Hunts- 
ville immediately,  reaching  that  place  during  the  night,  and  set  out  for  Athens 
at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  repairing  the  railroad  as  they  ad- 
vanced. The  enemy,  under  Buford,  resumed  the  attack  on  Athens  on  the  2d, 
but  was  again  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  garrison,  consisting  o^  \]ksR.  ^^"^'^s^::^- 
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third  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Slade  commandin<^.  Failing  in  tbia  second 
attempt,  Buford  moved  off  towards  Elk  river,  pursued  by  a  small  force  of  our 
cavalry,  belonging  to  General  Granger's  command.  The  other  column,  under 
Forrest,  started  from  near  Columbia,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  and  moved  off  in 
the  direction  of  Mount  Pleasant,  paroling  all  his  prisoners  before  his  departure. 
During  his  stay  in  the  neighborhood  he  destroyed  about  five  miles  of  railroad 
between  Carter's  creek  and  Spring  mill,  includiug  three  bridges.  The  enemy's 
intentions  to  make  good  his  oscape  to  the  south"  side  of  the  Tennessee  river  bein» 
now  evident,  directions  were  given  to  General  Morgan,  at  Athens,  to  move  with 
his  division  towards  Bainbridge  and  endeavor  to  secure  the  crossing  at  tliat 
place  in  advance  of  Forrest,  while  General  Rousseau,  already  on  the  way  to 
Columbia  from  Nashville,  with  a  force  of  four  thousand  (4,000)  mounted  men, 
hastily  collected  together,  was  to  push  after  the  enemy  through  Mount  Pleasant, 
and  press  him  in  the  rear.  Croxton's  brigade  of  cavalry  started,  from  Farmimr- 
ton,  and  moving  through  Lcwisburg,  pursued  a  southwesterly  course  towanls 
Lawrenceburg.  The  above  was  the  position  of  the  troops  on  the  morning  of 
October  3. 

On  the  same  day  information  reached  me  that  Major  General  Washburn, 
with  three  thousand  (3,000)  cavalry  and  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  infantry,  was 
moving  up  the  Tennessee  river  to  participate  in  the  operations  against  Forrwt 
Directions  were  sent  him  on  the  4th  to  leave  his  infantry  at  Johnsonville,  move 
with  his  cavalry  by  water  to  Clifton,  and  thence  across  the  country  towards 
Pulaski, joining  General  Rousseau's  column  at  that  point.  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Forrest,  United  States  navy,  commanding  the  naval  force  on  the  upper 
Tennessee,  was  requested  to  send  some  gunboats  down  the  river  to  Florence, 
Alabama,  and  endeavor  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  in  that  vicinity,  if  the 
high  stage  of  the  water  then  prevailing  in  the  Tennessee  would  admit  of  his 
crossing  the  upper  shoals  with  his  gunboats.  Morgan's  division  reached  Ro^r. 
ersville  during  the  evening  of  the  4th,  having  been  delayed  in  crossing  the  Elk 
river,  and  on  the  same  night  Forrest  passed  through  Lawrenceburg.  A  report 
was  received  that  Buford's  command  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Tennessee  river 
at  Brown's  ferry  on  the  3d  instaut. 

On  the  Gth  General  Washburn  reached  Waynesboro',  still  moving  eastward, 
and  on  the  same  day  came  up  with  the  enemy's  rear  guard  at  Slioal  Cnvk 
bridge  and  skirmished  with  it  slightly,  but  still  not  in  time  to  prevent  the  main 
body  of  the  enemy  from  safely  effecting  a  crossing  of  the  Tennessee  at  Bain- 
bridge. Thus  both  columns  of  the  enemy  succeeded  in  escaping,  although 
closely  pursued  by  our  forces. 

On  the  8th  directions  were  sent  to  General  Rousseau  to  destroy  all  ferry-boats 
and  other  means  of  crossing  the  river,  and  then  move  his  command  below 
Florence  to  await  fmther  orders;  at  the  same  time  Geneial  Morgan  was  directed 
to  return  to  Athens.  Pending  these  operations  in  Tennessee,  the  wliole  aspect 
of  affairs  about  Atlanta  had  undergone  a  change.  Hood  had  crossed  the  Chat- 
tahoochee river,  and  had  sent  one  corps  of  his  army  to  destroy  the  railroad 
bettveeu  Atlanta  and  Marietta,  which  he  had  effectually  accomplished  for  a 
distance  of  over  twenty  {20)  miles,  interrupting  all  communications  between 
the  forces  in  Tennessee  and  the  main  army  with  General  Sherman  in  Georgia, 
lie  then  moved  around  and  south  of  Rome  to  the  west  side  of  Coosa  river,  and 
taking  a  northeasterly  course,  marched  towards  Summerville  and  Lafayette, 
tlireatening  Chattanooga  and  Bridgeport.  The  following  dispositions  were 
made  on  the  11th:  Croxton's  brigade  of  cavalry  was  to  move  to  some  piiiut 
sufficiently  near  his  supplies  at  Athens,  and  not  too  far  removed  from  the  Ten- 
nessee river  to  protect  the  crossings  from  Decatur  down  as  far  as  Eastport ; 
^[organ's  division,  of  the  14th  corps,  to  move  without  delay  from  Athens  to 
Chattanooga  by  rail,  and  Steedman's  command  following  Morgan's  from  Drcatur 
to  Bridgeport.     Gem  ral  Rousseau's  troops  were  recalled  from  below  Florence 
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and  ordered  to  concentrate  at  Athens  without  delay.  The  district  of  Northern 
Alabama,  comprising  the  posts  of  Decatur,  Huntsville,  Stevenson,  and  inter- 
mediate points,  was  left  with  its  ordinary  garrisons,  and  our  whole  attention 
turned  towards  Hood's  movements  in  northern  Georgia. 

On  the  12th  the  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  Resaca,  but  the  place  was  res- 
olutely held  by  Watkins's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  the  railroad  bridge  saved 
from  destruction.  The  same  day  Brigadier  General  Wagner  reported  from 
Chattanooga  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  250  strong,  had  occupied  Lafayette, 
Georgia,  whereupon  instructions  were  sent  him  to  call  in  the  detachments  at 
Tunnel  Hill,  Ringgold,  and  intermediate  points  along  the  railroad  between 
these  and  Chattanooga,  and  quietly  make  preparations  to  defend  his  post. 

On  the  13th  one  corps  of  Hood's  army  appeared  in  front  of  Dalton,  and  a 
Bummons  to  surrender,  signed  by  Hood  in  person,  was  sent  in  to  Colonel  John- 
son, forty-fourth  United  States  colored  infantry,  commanding  the  garrison.  Col- 
onel Johnson  being  convinced  of  the  uselessness  of  contending  against  so  over- 
whelming a  force  of  the  enemy  and  knowing  there  was  no  succor  at  hand,  complied 
with  the  demand. 

On  the  14th  Morgan's  division  reached  Chattanooga,  and  General  Steedman's 
command  arrived  at  Bridgeport,  where  he  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Chat- 
tanooga. After  remaining  at  Dalton  one  day,  during  which  he  destroyed  about 
five  miles  of  railroad,  the  enemy  moved  off  to  the  westward,  through  Nickajack 
Gap,  to  rejoin  the  remainder  of  Hood's  array  near  Summerville,  to  which  point 
he  had  been  followed  by  General  Sherman  with  the  4th,  14th,  loth,  and  17th 
corps,  the  20th  corps  having  been  left  behind  at  Atlanta  to  hold  the  place. 
In  compliance  with  instructions  from  Major  General  Sherman,  Morgan's  divis- 
ion of  the  14th  corps,  and  Wagner's  of  the  4th.  were  scut  from  Chattanooga  to 
rejoin  their  respective  commands  at  Summerville.  A  force  of  fifteen  hundred 
(1,500)  men  was  set  to  work  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  W.  W.  Wright, 
chief  engineer  United  States  military  railroads,  to  repair  the  railroad  south  of 
Chattanooga,  there  being  twenty-four  (24)  miles  of  rails  and  ties  totally  de- 
stroyed, besid(;s  several  important  bridges  carried  away  by  the  high  water, 
yet  with  characteristic  energy  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Wright  and  Captain  J.  C. 
Van  Duger,  superintendent  of  military  telegraph,  the  repairs  were  rapidly  car- 
ried forward.  Telegraphic  comnmnication  with  Atlanta  was  restored  on  the 
21st,  and  trains  commenced  running  regularly  on  the  28th.  On  the  latter  date 
the  enemy  was  at  Gadsden,  Alabama,  while  General  Sherman's  forces  were  at 
Gaylesville,  both  armies  remaining  inactive  and  watchful  of  the  other's  move- 
ments. While  at  the  latter  place  Special  Field  Orders  No.  105,  military  division 
of  the  Mississippi,  was  issued  by  General  Sherman,  and  the  substance  of  it  sent  to 
me  by  telegraph,  as  follows  :  '*In  the  event  of  military  movements,  or  the  acci- 
dents of  war  separating  the  general  in  command  from  his  military  division, 
Major  General  Georgu  H.  Thomas,  commanding  the  department  of  the  Cum- 
berland, will  exercise  command  over  all  the  troops  and  girrisons  not  absolutely 
in  the  presence  of  the  general-in-chief."  A  written  communication  received  a 
few  days  previous,  in  which  I  was  instnicted  to  remain  in  Tennessee  and  de- 
fend the  lino  of  the  Tennessee  river,  gave  a  detailed  account  of  his  plan  for  a 
campaign  into  the  heart  of  Georgia.  The  14tli  and  20th  corps  of  my  command 
were  to  go  with  General  Sherman,  the  4th  corps  remaining  with  me  in  Tennes- 
eee.  ^ly  instructions  were  to  pursue  the  enemy  if  he  followed  General  Sher- 
man's column,  but  in  any  event  to  hold  Tennessee. 

On  the  2Gth  the  enemy's  infantry  made  its  appearance  in  strong  force  in  front 
of  Decatur,  Alabama,  and  during  the  afternoon  attacked  the  garrison,  but  not 
•vigorously,  and  without  effect.  Ke-enforcements  amounting  to  two  (2)  full  regi- 
ments were  sent  from  Chattanooga  to  General  Granger  at  that  point,  and  he  was 
directed  to  hold  his  post  at  .ill  hazards. 

On  the  27  th  the  enemy  commenced  intrenching  his  position  around  Ii<i5i*"?iic»x. «» 
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working  steadily  tlironghout  the  day  and  skirmishing  continually,  bnt  no  artillfiry 
was  Uf?cd.  At  night  their  camp  firos  showed  a  heavy  force.  Under  cover  of  the 
darkness,  and  with  a  strong  force,  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets  and  estahlisbed 
a  line  of  rifle-pits  within  five  hundred  (500)  yards  of  the  town. 

On  the  28th  a  sortie  was  made  hy  a  part  of  the  garrison,  which  advanced, 
under  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  fort,  down  the  river  bank  and  around  to  the  rear 
of  the  enemy's  pits,  clearing  them  of  their  occupants,  and  capturing  one  hundred 
and  twenty  (120)  prisoners  belonging  to  Cheatham's  division,  besides  killing 
and  wounding  a  number.  The  same  day,  the  fourteenth  United  States  colored 
troops,  Colonel  Morgan  commanding,  carried  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  np 
the  river.  After  driving  off  the  supports  the  guns  were  spiked,  and  the  com- 
mand returned  to  Decatur.  Our  loss  was  three  officers  killed  and  several  officers 
and  men  wounded.  General  Granger  estimated  the  force  opposing  him  at  one 
(1)  corps,  and  his  scouts  informed  him  there  was  also  a  coi-ps  at  Warrenton, 
Alabama,  with  Russell's  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Guntersville,  on  the  river.  Roddy'a 
division  of  cavalry  was  picketing  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  from  Decatnr 
to  Tuseumbia,  and  Forrest,  with  the  main  force,  was  reported  at  Corinth,  Mis- 
sissippi, with  outposts  at  Eastport  and  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee. 

On  the  29th  General  Granger  reported  the  enemy  in  his  front  t  j  be  withdrawing 
from  Decatur  towards  Courtland.    The  same  day.  General  Croxton,  commanding 
the  brigade  of  cavalry  picketing  the  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river,  reported 
the  enemy  crossing  at  the  mouth  of  Cypress  creek,  two  (2)  miles  below  Florence, 
stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  move  with  all  the  force  he  could  spare 
to  drive  the  enemy  back.     Directions  were  sent  to  General  Hatch,  commanding 
division  of  cavalry  at  Clifton,  on  the  cast  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  to  move  to  the 
support  of  Croxton  at  Florence,  impressing  upon  both  commanders  the  necessity 
of  keeping  the  enemy  from  crossing  to  the  north  side  of  the  river  until  the  4th 
corps,  already  on  its  way  from  General  Sherman,  in  Georgia,  could  arrive  and 
get  into  position  to  meet  him.     Hood's  plans  had  now  become  evident,  and  from 
information  gained  through  prisoners,  deserters,  and  other  sources,  his  intention 
was  to  cross  into  Middle  Tennessee.     To  enable  him  to  supply  his  army,  he  had 
been  repairing  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad  for  some  time  previous,  and  trains 
were  now  running  as  far  north  as  Corinth,  and  thence  east  to  Cherokee  station, 
bringing  his  supplies  by  that  route  from  Selma  and  Montgomery.     The  advance 
division  (Wood's)  of  the  4th  corps  reached  Athens  on  the  31st,  the  other  two  (2) 
divisions  of  the  corps  following  along  rapidly.     The  23d  corps,  Major  General 
J.  M   Schofield  commanding,  having  been  ordered  by  Major  General  Sherm.an 
to  take  post  at  Resaca  and  report  to  me  for  orders,  was  immediately  ordered  by 
me  to  Pulaski  as  soon  as  1  learned  Hood  had  appeared  in  force  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Tennessee,  and  was  also  on  its  way  to  Tennessee,  moving  in  rear  of 
the  4th  corps.     The  enemy  effected  a  lodgement  for  his  infantry  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Tennessee,  about  three  (3)  miles  above  Florence,  on  the  3l8t,  not- 
withstanding Croxton's  endeavors  to  drive  him  back,  and  his  cavalry,  in  large 
force,  pressed  Croxton  across  Shoal  creek  to  its  east  bank.     Orders  were  imme- 
diately sent  to  General  Stanley  to  concentrate  the  4th  corps  at  Pulaski,  and 
await  further  instructions.     In  the  mean  time  Forrest  was  moving  east  ward  from 
Corinth,  Mississippi,  and  from  Paris,  Tennessee,  making  his  appearance  on  the 
28th  at  Fort  Hoiman,  an  earthwork  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  about 
seventy-five  (75)  miles  from  Paducah,  where  he  captured  gunboat  No.  55  and 
two  transports  on  the  31st,  having  previously  burnt  the  steamer  Empress.     His 
force  was  composed  of  seventeen  (17)  regiments  of  cavalry,  with  nine  (9)  pieces 
of  artillery. 

On  the  2d  of  November  he  succeeded  in  planting  batteries  above  and  below 
Johnsonville,  one  of  our  bases  of  supplies  on  the  Tennessee  river,  and  the  western 
terminus  of  the  Northwestern  railroad,  completely  blockading  the  river,  and 
isolating  at  that  place  three  (3)  gunboats,  eight  (8)  transports,  and  about  a  dozdO 
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bar^s.  The  garrison  was  composed  of  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  men  of  the 
forty-third  Wisconsin,  twelfth  United  States  colored  troops,  and  a  detachment 
of  the  eleventh  Tennessee  cavalry,  all  under  command  of  Colonel  C.  R.  Thompson, 
twelfth  United  States  colored  troops.  The  naval  forces,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  E.  M.  King,  attacked  the  enemy's  batteries  below  Johnsonville,  but 
were  repulsed  after  a  severe  contest,  but  not  before  they  recaptured  from  the 
enemy  one  of  the  transports  above  mentioned,  having  on  board  two  (2)  20-pounder 
Parrott  guns,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  quartermaster's  stores,  and  forcing 
the  enemy  to  destroy  the  gunboat  No.  55,  captured  on  the  31st  October. 

On  the  4th  the  enemy  opened  on  the  gunboats,  transports,  and  on  the  town, 
from  batteries  posted  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  to  which  the  artillery  of 
the  garrison  and  the  gunboats  gave  a  brisk  response.  The  latter  becoming  dis- 
abled, and  as  great  fears  were  entertained  of  their  being  seized  by  the  enemy,  it 
was  resolved  to  fire  them,  as  also  the  transports,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  his 
bands.  In  carrying  this  into  operation  the  flames  spread  to  the  buildings  of  the 
commissary  and  quartermaster's  departments,  and  also  to  a  large  amount  of 
stores  ou  the  levee,  soon  converting  the  whole  into  a  mass  of  ruins.  The  loss 
to  the  government,  as  far  as  estimated,  is  set  down  at  one  and  a  half  million 
of  dollars,  of  which  about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  belonged  to  the  sub- 
sistence department,  and  the  remainder  to  the  quartermaster's  department.  I 
believe  there  was  no  cause  to  apprehend  that  the  enemy  could  effect  a  crossing 
at  Johnsonville,  and  the  destruction  of  property  was  consequently  unnecessary. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  enemy  again  opened  tire  on  the  garrison,  and 
after  a  furious  cannonade  of  more  than  an  hour's  duration,  withdrew  from  his 
position  across  the  river  and  disappeared.  He  crossed  the  Tennessee,  above 
Johnsonville,  by  means  of  two  large  flat-boats  constructed  by  his  men,  and  two 
small  boats  belonging  to  one  of  the  gunboats,  and  then  moved  off  in  the  direction 
of  Clifton.  Major  General  Schofield,  with  the  advance  of  the  23d  corps,  arrived 
at  Nashville  on  the  5th,  and  was  immediately  started  towards  Johnsonville  by 
rail,  reaching  that  place  the  same  night,  and  found  the  enemy  had  already  re- 
treated. Directions  were  then  sent  General  Schofield  to  leave  a  sufliciently  strong 
force  for  the  defence  of  that  post,  and  with  the  balance  of  his  command  proceed 
to  carry  out  the  instructions  already  given  him,  viz :  to  join  the  4th  corps  at 
Pulaski,  and  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  vicinity,  watch  the  move- 
ments of  Hood,  and  retard  his  advance  into  Tennessee  as  much  as  possible, 
without  risking  a  general  engagement  until  Major  General  A.  J.  Smith's  com- 
mand could  arrive  from  Missouri,  and  Major  General  J.  H.  Wilson  could  have 
time  to  remount  the  cavalry  regiments  dismounted  to  famish  horses  for  Kilpat- 
rick's  division,  which  was  to  accompany  General  Sherman  in  his  march  through 
Georgia.  At  this  time  I  found  myself  confronted  by  the  aiiny  which,  under 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  had  so  skilfully  resisted  the  advance  of  the  whole  active 
army  of  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi  from  Daltou  to  the  Chattahoochee, 
re-enforced  by  a  well-equipped  and  enthusiastic  cavalry  command  of  over  twelve 
thousand,  (12,000,)  led  by  one  of  the  boldest  and  most  successful  commanders 
in  the  rebel  army.  My  information  from  all  sources  confirmed  the  reported 
strength  of  Hood's  array  to  be  from  forty  to  forty-five  thousand  infantry  and 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  cavalry.  My  effective  force  at  this  time  con- 
sisted of  the  4th  corps,  about  twelve  thousand,  (12,000,)  under  Major  General 
D.  S.  Stanley ;  the  23d  corps,  about  ten  thousand,  (10,000,)  under  Major  General 
J.  M.  Schofield;  Hatch's  division  of  cavalry,  about  four  thousand,  (4,000;) 
Croxton's  brigade,  twenty-five  hundred,  (2,500,)  and  Capron's  brigade,  of  about 
twelve  hundred,  (1,200.)  The  balance  of  my  force  was  distributed  along  the 
railroad,  and  posted  at  Murfreesboro',  Stevenson,  Bridgeport,  Huntf»ville,  Decatur, 
and  Chattanooga,  to  keep  open  our  communications  and  hold  the  posts  above 
named,  if  attacked,  until  tlK^y  could  be  re-enforced,  as  up  to  this  time  it  was 
impossible  to  determiue  which  course  Hood  would  take — advano.^  qvv^'^^q?^^^ 
t24 
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or  turn  towarJs  Huntsville.  Under  the  circumstances  it  was  manifestly  beat  to 
act  on  the  defensive  until  sufficiently  re-enforced  to  justify  taking  the  offenMve. 
My  plans  and  wishes  were  fully  explained  to  General  Schofield,  and,  as  subse- 
quent events  will  show,  properly  appreciated  and  executed  by  him. 

From  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  November  the  enemy's  position  at  Florence  bad 
remained  materially  unchanged.  He  had  laid  a  pontoon  bridge  by  mooriug  it 
to  the  piers  of  the  old  railroad  bridge  at  that  place,  and  had  crossed  over  one 
corps  of  infantry  (S.  D.  Lee's)  and  two  (2)  divisions  of  cavalry  ;  the  other  two 
corps  (Stewart's  and  Cheatham's)  were  still  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  His 
cavalry  had  pushed  out  to  Shoal  creek,  skirmishing  continually  with  Hatch's 
and  Croxton's  commands  along  the  line  of  that  stream,  but  showing  no  disposi- 
tion to  advance  beyond. 

General  Sherman's  uncertain  position  at  Kingston,  Georgia,  where  he  still 
remained  in  camp,  had  mu  h  to  do  with  detaining  the  enemy  ;  doubtless  causing 
considerable  speculation  as  to  his  future  movements. 

On  the  12th  of  November  communication  with  General  Sherman  was  severiHl, 
the  last  despatch  from  him  leaving  Carters ville,  Georgia,  at  2  35  p.  m.  on  that 
date.  He  had  started  on  his  great  expedition  from  Atlanta  to  the  seaboard, 
leaving  me  to  guard  Tennessee  or  to  pursue  the  enemy  if  he  followed  the  com- 
manding general's  column.  It  was,  therefore,  with  considerable  anxiety  that 
we  watched  the  forces  at  Florence  to  discover  what  course  they  would  pursue 
with  regard  to  General  Sherman's  movements,  determining  thereby  whether  the 
troops  under  my  command,  numbering  less  than  half  those  under  Hood,  were  to 
act  on  the  defensive  in  Tennessee,  or  take  the  offensive  in  Alabama.  The 
enemy's  position  at  Florence  remained  unchanged  up  to  the  17th  November, 
when  he  moved  Cheatham's  corps  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  with  Stewart's 
corps  preparing  to  follow.  The  same  day  part  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  said  to 
be  Lee's  corps,  moved  up  the  Lawrenceburg  road  to  Bough's  mill  on  Shoal  creek, 
skirmishing  at  that  point  with  Hatch's  cavalry,  and  then  fell  back  a  short  dis- 
tance to  some  bluffs,  where  it  went  into  camp.  The  possibility  of  Hood's  forces 
following  General  Sherman  were  now  at  an  end,  and  I  quickly  took  mfasores 
to  act  on  the  defensive.  Two  (2)  divisions  of  infantry,  under  Major  General 
A.  J.  Smith,  were  reported  on  their  way  to  join  me  from  Missouri,  which,  with 
several  one-year  regiments  then  arriving  in  the  department,  and  detachments 
collected  from  points  of  minor  importance,  would  swell  my  command,  when  con- 
centrated, to  an  army  nearly  as  large  as  that  of  the  enemy.  Had  the  enemy 
delayed  the  iidvance  a  week  or  ten  days  longer  1  would  have  been  ready  to 
meet  him  at  some  point  south  of  Duck  river,  but  Hood  commenced  his  advance 
on  the  19th,  moving  on  parallel  roads  from  Florence  towards  Waynesboro',  and 
shelled  Hatch's  cavalry  out  of  Lawrenceburg  on  the  22d.  My  only  resource 
then  was  to  retire  slowly  towards  my  re-enforcements,  delaying  the  enemy's 
progress  as  much  as  possible  to  gain  time  for  re-enforcements  to  arrive  and  con- 
centrate. General  Schofield  commenced  removitag  the  public  property  from 
Pulaski  preparatory  to  falling  back  towards  Columbia.  Two  divisions  of  Stan- 
ley's corps  had  already  reached  Lynnville,  a  point  fifteen  (15)  miles  north  of 
Pulaski,  to  cover  the  passage  of  the  wagons  and  protect  the  railroad.  Capron'd 
brigade  of  cavalry  was  at  Mount  Pleasant  covering  the  approach  to  Columbia 
from  that  direction,  and,  in  addition  to  the  reguL'ir  garrison,  there  was  at  Columbia 
a  brigade  of  Ruger's  division,  23d  army  corps.  1  directed  the  two  i-emainiuc 
brigades  of  Ruger's  division,  then  at  Johnsonville,  to  move,  one  by  railroad 
aionnd  through  Nashville  to  Columbia,  the  oiher  by  road,  via  Waverly,  lo  Cen- 
treville,  and  occupy  the  crossings  of  Duck  river  near  Columbia,  Williamsport, 
Gordon's  ferry,  and  Centreville.  Since  the  departure  of  General  Sherman  about 
seven  thousand  (7,000)  men  belonging  to  his  column  had  collected  at  Chattanooga, 
comprising  convaleaceul^  leVvMwvv^^  \.ci  \W\v  commands  and  men  returning  from 
fui'lough.     These  mew  W^  \i^^\i  o\^«co\t.^^  \\i\ft  Vcv^^^'^VsiXi^Ts^^  available  tt 
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such  points  as  they  might  be  needed.  My  command  had  also  been  re-enforced 
by  twenty  (20)  new  one-year  regiments,  most  of  which,  however,  were  absorbed 
in  replacing  old  regiments  whose  term  of  service  had  expired. 

On  the  23d,  in  accordance  with  directions  previously  given  him,  General 
Granger  commenced  withdrawing  the  garrisons  from  Athens,  Decatur,  and  Hunts- 
ville,  Alabama,  and  moved  off  towards  Stevenson,  sending  five  (•'>)  new  regiments 
of  that  force  to  Murfrcesboro',  and  retiining  at  Stevenson  the  original  troops  of 
his  command.  This  movement  was  rapidly  made  by  railroad,  without  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  That  same  night  General  Schofield  evacuated 
Pulaski  and  moved  towards  Columbia,  reporting  himself  in  position  at  that  place 
on  the  24th.  The  commanding  officer  at  Johnsonville  was  directed  to  evacuate 
that  post,  after  removing  all  public  property,  and  retire  to  Fort  Donelson,  on  the 
Cumberland,  and  thence  to  Clarksville. 

During  the  24th  and  25th  the  enemy  skirmished  with  General  Schofield's 
troops  at  Columbia,  but  showed  nothing  but  dismounted  cavalry  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26th,  when  his  infantry  came  up  and  pressed  our  line  strongly  during 
that  day  and  the  27th,  but  without  assaulting.  As  the  enemy's  movements 
showed  an  undoubted  intention  to  cross  above  and  below  the  town.  General 
Schofield  withdrew  to  the  north  bank  of  Duck  river  during  the  night  of  the  27th 
and  took  up  a  new  position,  where  the  command  remained  during  the  28th  un- 
disturbed. Two  divisions  of  the  23d  corps  were  placed  in  line  in  front  of  the 
town,  holding  all  the  crossings  in  its  vicinity,  while  Stanley's  corps,  posted  in 
reserve  on  the  Franklin  pike,  was  held  in  readiness  to  repel  any  vigorous  at- 
tempt the  enemy  should  make  to  force  a  crossing.  The  cavalry,  under  command 
of  Brevet  Major  General  Wilson,  held  the  crossings  above  those  guarded  by 
infantry. 

About  2  p.  m.,  on  the  29lh,  the  enemy  succeeded  in  pressing  back  General  Wil- 
son's cavalry,  and  effected  a  crossing  on  the  Lcwisburg  pike.  At  a  later  hour  part 
his  infantry  crossed  at  Hewey's  mills,  six  miles  above  Columbia.  Communica- 
tion with  the  cavalry  having  been  interrupted,  and  the  line  of  retreat  towards 
Franklin  being  threatened.  General  Schofield  made  preparations  to  withdraw  to 
Franklin.  General  Stanley,  with  one  division  of  infantry,  was  sent  to  Spring  Hill, 
about  fifteen  miles  north  of  Columbia,  to  cover  the  trains  and  hold  the  road  open 
for  the  passage  of  the  main  force,  and  dispositions  were  made  preparatory  to  a 
withdrawal,  and  to  meet  any  attack  coming  from  the  direction  of  Hewey's  mills. 
General  Stanley  reached  Spring  Hill  just  in  time  to  drive  off  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry and  save  the  trains,  but  later  he  was  attacked  by  the  enemy's  infantry  and 
cavalry  combined,  who  engaged  him  heavily  and  nearly  succeeded  in  dislodging 
him  from  the  position.  The  engagement  lasted  until  dark,  although  not  attacked 
from  the  direction  of  Hewey's  mills.  General  Schofield  was  busily  occupied  all 
day,  at  Columbia,  resisting  the  enemy's  attempts  to  cross  Duck  river,  which  he 
successfully  accomplished,  repulsing  the  enemy  many  times  with  heavy  loss. 
Giving  directions  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  as  soon  as  covered  by  the 
darkness,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon  General  Schofield,  with  Ruger's 
division,  started  to  the  relief  of  General  Stanley  at  Spring  Hill,  and  when  near 
that  place  he  came  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry,  but  they  were  easily  driven  off. 
At  Spring  Hill  the  enemy  was  found  bivouacking  M'ithin  800  yards  of  the  road. 
Posting  a  brigade  to  hold  the  road  at  this  point,  Genei-al  Schatield,  with  Ruger's 
division,  pushed  on  to  Thompson's  station,  three  miles  beyond,  where  he  found 
the  enemy's  camp  fires  still  burning,  a  cavalry  force  having  occupied  the  place 
at  dark,  but  had  disappeared  on  the  arrival  of  our  troops.  General  Ruger  then 
quietly  took  possession  of  the  cross-roads.  The  withdrawal  of  the  main  force 
from  in  front  of  Columbia  was  safely  effected  after  dark  on  the  29th.  Spring  Hill 
was  passed  without  molestation  about  midnight,  and,  making  a  night  march  of 
twenty-five  miles,  the  whole  command  got  into  position  at  Franklin  at  an  early 
hour  on  the  morning  of  the  30th.     The  cavalry  moved  on  the  l^^^^x^^ix^^^'^^  ^"^ 
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the  right  or  east  of  the  infantry.  At  Franklin  General  Schoficld  formed  line  of 
battle,  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  town,  to  await  the  coming  of  the  enemy,  and  in 
the  mean  time  hastened  the  crossing  of  the  trains  to  the  north  side  of  the  Har- 
peth  river.  On  the  evacuation  of  Columbia,  orders  were  sent  to  Major  General  Mil- 
roy,  at  Tullahoma,  to  abandon  that  post  and  retire  to  Murfreesboro',  joining 
forces  with  General  Rousseau  at  the  latter  place.  General  Milroy  was  mstmcted, 
however,  to  maintain  the  garrison  in  the  block- house  at  Elk  River  bridge.  Nash- 
ville was  placed  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  the  fortifications  manned  by  the  garri- 
son, re-enforced  by  a  volunteer  force  which  had  been  previously  organized  into 
a  division  under  Brevet  Brigadier  General  J.  L.  Donaldson  from  the  employes  of  the 
quartermaster's  and  commissary  departments.  This  latter  force,  aided  by  rail- 
road employes,  the  whole  under  the  direction  of  Brigadier  General  Tower, 
worked  assiduously  to  construct  additional  defences.  Major  General  Steedman, 
with  a  command  numbering  5,000,  composed  of  detachments  belonging  to  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  column,  left  behind  at  Chattanooga,  (of  which  mention  has  here- 
tofore been  made,)  and  also  a  brigade  of  colored  troops,  started  from  Chattanooga 
by  rail,  on  the  29th  of  November,  and  reached  Cowan's  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th,  where  orders  were  sent  him  to  proc(.ed  direct  to  Nashville.  At  an  early  hour 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  the  advance  of  Major  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command 
reached  Nashville  by  transports  from  St.  Louis.  My  infantry  force  was  now  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  although  he  still  outnumbered  me  very  greatly  in  effec- 
tive cavalry,  but  as  soon  as  a  few  thousand  of  the  latter  arm  could  be  mounted  I 
should  be  in  a  condition  to  take  the  field  offensively  and  dispute  the  i>osse8sion  of 
Tennessee  with  Hood's  army.  The  enemy  followed  closely  after  General  Scbo- 
field's  rear-guard  in  the  retreat  to  Franklin,  and,  upon  coming  up  with  the  main 
force,  formed  rapidly,  and  advanced  to  assault  our  works,  repeating  attack  after 
attack  during  the  entire  afternoon,  and  as  late  as  10  p.  m.,  his  efforts  to  break  our 
lines  were  continued.  General  Schofield's  position  was  excellently  chosen,  with 
both  flanks  resting  upon  the  river,  and  his  men  firmly  held  their  ground  agjiinst  an 
overwhelming  enemy,  who  was  repulsed  in  every  assault  along  the  whole  line. 
Our  loss,  as  given  by  General  Schofield  in  his  repoi't  transmitted  hei*ewiih,  and  to 
which  I  respectfully  refer,  is  189  killed,  1,033  wounded,  and  1 ,104  missing,  making 
an  aggregate  of  2,3:26.  We  captured  and  sent  to  Nashville  702  prisoners,  including 
one  general  officer,  and  33  stands  of  colors.  Major  General  D.  S.  Stanley,  command- 
ing 4th  corps,  was  severely  wounded  at  Franklin  while  engaged  in  rallying  a  portion 
of  the  command  which  had  been  temporarily  overpowered  by  an  overwhelming  at- 
tack of  the  enemy.  At  the  time  of  the  battle  the  enemy's  loss  was  known  to  be  severe 
and  was  estimated  at  5,000;  the  exact  figures  were  only  obtained,  however,  on  the 
reoccupation  of  Franklin  by  our  forces,  after  the  battles  of  December  15  and  16,  at 
Brentwood  Hill,  near  Nashville,  and  are  given  as  follows  :  Buried  upon  the  field, 
1,750 ;  diji^abled  and  placed  in  hospital  at  Franklin,  3,800;  which,  with  the  702 
prisoners  already  reported,  make  an  aggregate  loss  to  Uood's  army  of  6,252, 
among  whom  were  six  general  oflicers  killed,  six  wounded,  and  one  captured. 
The  important  result  of  this  signal  victory  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated,  fur 
it  not  only  seriously  checked  ihe  enemy's  advance  and  gave  General  Schofield 
time  to  move  his  troops  and  all  his  property  to  Nashville,  but  it  also  caused 
deep  depression  among  the  men  of  Hood's  army,  making  them  doubly  cautiou:» 
in  their  subsecjuent  movements.  Not  willing  to  risk  a  renewal  of  the  battle  ou 
the  morrow,  and  having  accomplished  the  object  of  the  day's  operations,  viz.,  to 
cover  the  withdrawal  ot  his  trains,  General  Schofield,  by  my  advice  and  direc- 
tion, fell  back  during  the  night  to  Nashville,  in  front  of  which  city  line  of  battle 
was  formed  by  noon  of  the  1st  of  December,  on  the  heights  immediately  sur- 
rounding Nashville,  with  Major  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  occupying  the 
right,  his  right  resting  on  the  Cumberland  river  below  the  city,  the  4th  corps, 
lirigadior  General  Wood  temporarily  in  command,  in  the  centre,  and  General 
Schofield's  tiooprf,  23d  aruij  corps,  ou  the  left,  his  left  extending  to  Nok-utf- 
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ville  pike.  Tlie  cavalry,  under  General  Wilson,  was  directed  to  take  post  on  the 
lefk  of  General  Schofield,  wh'ch  would  make  secure  the  interval  between  his 
left  and  the  river,  above  the  city.  General  Steedman's  troops  reached  Nash- 
ville about  dark  on  tlie  evening  of  the  Ist  of  December,  taking  up  a  position 
about  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  left  centre  of  the  main  line,  and  on  the  left  of  the 
Nolensville  nike.  This  position  being  regarded  as  too  much  exposed,  was 
changed  on  the  3d,  when  the  cavalry  having  been  directed  to  takw  post  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  at  Edgefield,  General  St<?edman  occupied  the  space  on 
the  left  of  the  line,  vacated  by  its  withdrawal.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  2d 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  small  parties,  engaged  our  skirmishbrs,  but  it  was  only 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  that  his  infantry  made  its  appearance,  when,  crowd- 
ing in  our  skirmishers,  he  commenced  to  establish  his  mam  line,  which,  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th,  we  found  he  had  succeeded  in  doing,  with  his  salient  ou  the 
summit  of  Montgomery  hill,  within  six  hundred  ^600)  yards  of  our  centre,  his 
main  line  occupying  the  high  ground  on  the  southeast  side  of  Brown's  creek, 
and  extending  from  the  Nolensville  pike,  his  extreme  right,  across  the  Franklin 
and  Granny  White  pikes  in  a  westerly  direction  to  the  hills  south  and  southwest 
of  Richland  creek,  and  down  that  creek  to  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  with  cavalry 
extending  from  both  his  flanks  to  the  river.  Artillery  was  opened  on  him  from 
several  points  on  the  line  without  eliciting  any  response.  The  block-house  at 
the  railroad  crossing  at  Overall's  creek,  five  miles  north  of  Murfreesboro',  was 
attacked  by  Bates's  division  of  Cheatham's  corps  on  the  4th,  but  held  out  until 
assistance  reached  it  from  the  garrison  at  Murfreesboro'.  The  enemy  used 
artillery  to  reduce  the  block-house,  but,  although  seventy-four  shots  were  fired  at 
it,  no  material  injury  was  done.  General  Milroy  coming  up  with  three  (3)  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  four  (4)  companies  of  the  thirteenth  Indiana  cavalry,  and  a 
section  of  artillery,  attacked  the  enemy  and  drove  him  off.  During  the  5th,  6th, 
and  7th,  Bates's  divisjon,  re-enforced  by  a  division  from  Lee's  corps,  and  2,500  of 
Forrest's  cavalry,  demonstrated  heavily  against  Fortress  Rosecrans,  at  Murfrees- 
boro', garrisoned  by  about  y,000  men,  under  command  of  General  Rousseau. 
The  enemy  showing  an  unwillingness  to  make  a  direct  assault,  Geneial  Milroy, 
with  seven  regiments  of  infantry,  was  sent  out  on  the  8th  to  engage  him.  He 
was  found  a  short  distance  from  the  place  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  posted  behind 
rail  breastworks,  was  attacked  and  rouU^d,  our  troops  capturing  207  prisoners 
and  two  (2)  guns,  with  a  loss  of  30  killed  and  175  wounded.  On  the  same  day 
Buford's  cavalry  entered  the  town  of  Murfreesboro',  after  having  shelled  it  vigor- 
ously, but  he  was  speedily  driven  out  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  section  of 
artillery.  On  retiring  from  before  Murfreesboro',  the  enemy's  cavalry  moved 
northward  to  Lebanon,  and  along  the  bank  of  the  Cumberland  in  that  vicinity, 
threatening  to  cross  to  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  interrupt  our  railroad  com- 
munication with  Louisville,  (at  that  time  our  only  source  of  supplies,)  the  enemy 
having  blockaded  the  river  below  Nashville  by  batteries  along  the  shore.  The 
Navy  Department  wjis  requested  to  patrol  the  Cumberland  above  and  below 
Nashville,  with  the  guaboats  thenin  theriver,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing, 
which  request  was  cordially  and  effectually  complied  with  by  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Leroy  Fitch,  commanding  eleventh  division  Mississippi  squadron;  at  the 
same  time  General  Wilson  sent  a  cavalry  force  to  Gallatin  to  guard  the  country 
in  that  vicinity.  The  position  of  Hood's  army  around  Nashville  remained  un- 
changed, and  with  the  exception  of  occasional  picket  firing  nothing  of  importance 
occurred  from  the  3d  to  the  15th  December.  In  the  mean  while  1  was  preparing 
to  take  the  offensive  without  delay,  the  cavalry  was  being  remounted  under  the 
direction  of  (ieneral  Wilson  as  rapidly  as  i)0.s8ible,  and  new  transportation  furnished 
where  it  was  required.  During  these  operations  in  Middle  Tennessee,  the  enemy, 
under  Breckinridg(i,  Duke,  and  Vaughn,  was  operating  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  Stjite  against  Generals  Ammon  and  Gillem. 

Ou  the  13th  November  at  midnight,  Breckinridge,  with  a  force  estimated  at 
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the  right  or  east  of  the  infantry.  At  Franklin  General  Schofield  formed  line  of 
battle,  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  town,  to  await  the  coming  of  the  enemy,  and  in 
the  mean  time  hastened  the  crossing  of  the  trains  to  the  north  side  of  the  Har- 
peth  river.  On  the  evacuation  of  Columbia,  orders  were  sent  to  Major  General  Mil- 
roy,  at  Tullahoma,  to  abandon  that  post  and  retire  to  Murtreesboro',  joining 
forces  with  General  Rousseau  at  the  latter  place.  General  Milroy  was  mstructed, 
however,  to  maintain  the  garrison  in  the  block-house  at  Elk  River  bridge.  Nash- 
ville was  placed  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  the  fortifications  manned  by  the  garri- 
son, re-enforced  by  a  volunteer  force  which  had  been  previously  organized  into 
a  division  under  Brevet  Brigadier  General  J.  L.  Donaldson  from  the  employes  of  the 
quartermaster's  and  commissary  departments.  This  latter  force,  aided  by  rail- 
road employes,  the  whole  under  the  direction  of  Brigadier  General  Tower, 
worked  assiduously  to  construct  additional  defences.  Major  General  Steedman, 
with  a  command  numbering  5,000,  composed  of  detachments  belonging  to  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  colunm,  left  behind  at  Chattanooga,  (of  which  mention  has  here- 
tofore been  made,)  and  also  a  brigade  of  colored  troops,  started  from  Chattanooga 
by  rail,  on  the  29th  of  November,  and  reached  Cowan's  on  the  moniing  of  the 
30th,  where  orders  were  sent  him  to  proceed  direct  to  Nashville.  At  an  early  hour 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  the  advance  of  Major  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command 
reached  Nashville  by  transports  from  St.  Louis.  My  infantry  force  was  now  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  although  he  still  outnumbered  me  very  greatly  in  effec- 
tive cavalry,  but  as  soon  as  a  lew  thousand  of  the  latter  arm  could  be  mounted  I 
should  be  in  a  condition  to  take  the  field  offensively  and  dispute  the  possession  of 
Tennessee  with  Hood's  army.  The  enemy  followed  closely  after  General  Scho- 
field's  rear-guard  in  the  retreat  to  Franklin,  and,  upon  coming  up  with  the  main 
force,  formed  rapidly,  and  advanced  to  assault  our  works,  repeating  attack  after 
attack  during  the  entire  afternoon,  and  as  late  as  10  p.  m.,  his  efforts  to  break  our 
lines  were  continued.  General  Schofiold's  position  was  excellently  chosen,  with 
both  flanks  resting  upon  the  river,  and  his  men  firmly  held  their  gi'ound  agtiinst  an 
overwhelming  enemy,  who  was  repulsed  in  every  assault  along  the  whole  line. 
Our  loss,  as  given  by  General  Schofield  in  his  report  transmitted  hei*ewiih,  and  to 
which  I  respectfully  refer,  is  189  killed,  1,033  wounded,  and  1 ,104  missing,  making 
an  aggregate  of  2,326.  We  captured  and  sent  to  Nashville  702  prisoners,  including 
one  general  officer,  and  33  stands  of  colors.  Major  General  D.  S.  Stanley,  command- 
ing 4th  corps,  was  severely  wounded  at  Franklin  while  engaged  in  rallying  a  portion 
of  the  command  which  had  been  temporarily  overpowered  by  an  overwhelming  at- 
tack of  the  enemy.  At  the  time  of  the  battle  the  enemy's  loss  was  known  to  be  severe 
and  was  estimated  at  5,000;  the  exact  figures  were  only  obtained,  however,  on  the 
rcoccupation  of  Franklin  by  our  forces,  after  the  battles  of  December  15  and  16,  at 
Brentwood  Hill,  near  Nashville,  and  are  given  as  follows:  Buried  upon  the  field, 
1,750 ;  disabled  and  placed  in  hospital  at  Franklin,  3,800;  which,  with  the  702 
prisoners  already  reported,  make  an  aggregate  loss  to  Hood's  army  of  6,252, 
among  whom  were  six  general  oflicers  killed,  six  wounded,  and  one  captured. 
The  important  result  of  this  signal  victory  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciaud,  for 
it  not  only  seriously  checked  ihe  enemy's  advance  and  gave  General  Schofield 
time  to  move  his  troops  and  all  his  property  to  Nashville,  but  it  also  caused 
deep  depression  among  the  men  of  Hood's  army,  making  them  doubly  cautious 
in  their  subsequent  movements.  Not  willing  to  risk  a  renewal  of  the  battle  ou 
the  morrow,  and  having  accomplished  the  object  of  the  day's  operations,  viz.,  to 
cover  the  withdrawal  ot  his  trains.  General  Schofield,  by  my  advice  and  direc- 
tion, fell  back  during  the  night  to  Nashville,  in  front  of  which  city  line  of  battle 
was  formed  by  noon  of  the  1st  of  December,  on  the  heights  immediately  sur- 
roundhig  Nashville,  with  Major  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  occupying  the 
right,  his  right  resting  on  the  Cumberland  river  below  the  city,  the  4th  CA)rps, 
Brigadier  General  Wood  temporarily  in  command,  in  the  centre,  and  General 
Schuficld's  tio.)p??,  23d  army  corps,  on  the  left,  his  left  extending  to  Noleua- 
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ville  pike.  The  cavalry,  under  General  Wilson,  was  directed  to  take  post  on  the 
left  of  General  Schofield,  wh'ch  would  make  secure  the  interval  between  his 
left  and  the  river,  above  the  city.  Genenil  Steedman*s  troops  reached  Nash- 
ville about  dark  on  tlie  evening  of  the  1st  of  December,  taking  up  a  positiou 
about  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  left  centre  of  the  main  line,  and  on  the  left  of  the 
Nolensville  pike.  This  position  being  regarded  as  too  much  exposed,  was 
changed  on  the  3d,  when  the  cavalry  having  been  directed  to  tak«  post  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  at  Edgefield,  General  Stoedman  occupied  the  space  on 
the  left  of  the  line,  vacated  by  its  withdrawal.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  2d 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  small  parties,  eng<iged  our  skirmishbi^,  but  it  was  only 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  that  his  infantry  made  its  appearance,  when,  crowd- 
ing in  our  skirmishers,  he  commenced  to  establish  his  mam  line,  which,  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th,  we  found  he  had  succeeded  in  doing,  with  his  salient  on  the 
summit  of  Montgomery  hill,  within  six  hundred  '^600)  yards  of  our  centre,  his 
main  line  occupying  the  high  ground  on  the  southeast  side  of  Brown*s  creek, 
and  extending  from  the  Nolensville  pike,  his  extreme  right,  across  the  Franklin 
and  Granny  White  pikes  in  a  westerly  direction  to  the  hills  south  and  southwest 
of  Richland  creek,  and  down  that  creek  to  the  Hillsboro*  pike,  with  cavalry 
extending  from  both  his  flanks  to  the  river.  Artillery  was  opened  on  him  from 
several  points  on  the  line  without  eliciting  any  response.  The  block-house  at 
the  railroad  crossing  at  Overall's  creek,  five  miles  north  of  Murfreesboro',  was 
attacked  by  Bates's  division  of  Cheatham's  corps  on  the  4th,  but  held  out  until 
assistance  reached  it  from  the  garrison  at  Murfreesboro'.  The  enemy  used 
artillery  to  reduce  the  block-house,  but,  although  seventy-four  shots  were  fired  at 
it,  no  material  injury  was  done.  General  Milroy  coming  up  with  three  (3)  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  four  (4)  companies  of  the  thirteenth  Indiana  cavalry,  and  a 
section  of  artillery,  attacked  the  enemy  and  drove  him  off.  During  the  5th,  6th, 
and  7th,  Bates's  division,  re-enforced  by  a  division  from  Lee's  corps,  and  2,500  of 
Forrest's  cavalry,  demonstrated  heavily  against  Fortress  Rosecrans,  at  Murfrees- 
boro', garrisoned  by  about  y,000  men,  under  command  of  General  Rousseau. 
The  enemy  showing  an  unwillingness  to  make  a  direct  assault,  Geneial  Milroy, 
with  seven  regiments  of  infantry,  was  sent  out  on  the  8th  to  engage  him.  He 
was  found  a  short  distance  from  the  place  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  posted  behind 
rail  breastworks,  was  attacked  and  routed,  our  troops  capturing  207  prisoners 
and  two  (2)  guns,  with  a  loss  of  30  killed  and  175  wounded.  On  the  same  day 
Buford's  cavalry  entered  the  town  of  Murfreesboro',  after  having  shelled  it  vigor- 
ously, but  he  was  speedily  driven  out  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  section  of 
artillery.  On  retiring  from  before  Murfreesboro',  the  enemy's  cavalry  moved 
northward  to  Lebanon,  and  along  the  bank  of  the  Cumberland  in  that  vicinity, 
threatening  to  cross  to  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  interrupt  our  railroad  com- 
munication with  Louisville,  (at  that  time  our  only  source  of  sup  (dies,)  the  enemy 
having  blockaded  the  river  below  Nashville  by  batteries  along  the  shore.  The 
Navy  Department  was  requested  to  patrol  the  Cumberland  above  and  below 
Nashville,  with  the  guaboats  then  in  the  river,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing, 
which  request  was  cordially  and  effectually  complied  with  by  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Leroy  Fitch,  commanding  eleventh  division  Mississippi  squadron;  at  the 
same  time  General  Wilson  sent  a  cavalry  force  to  Gallatin  to  guard  the  country 
in  that  vicinity.  The  position  of  Uood's  army  around  Nashville  remained  un- 
changed, and  with  the  exception  of  occasional  picket  firing  nothing  of  importance 
occurred  from  the  3d  to  the  15th  December.  In  the  mean  while  1  was  preparing 
to  take  the  offensive  without  delay,  the  cavalry  was  being  remounted  under  the 
direction  of  (jeneral  Wilson  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  new  transportation  furnished 
where  it  was  required.  During  these  operations  in  Middle  Tennessee,  the  enemy, 
under  Breckinridge,  Duke,  and  Vaughn,  was  operating  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  State  against  Generals  Ammon  and  Gillem. 

Ou  the  1 3th  November  at  miduiglit,  Breckinridge,  with  a  force  estimated  at 
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3,000,  attacked  General  Gillem  near  Morriatown,  routing  him  and  capturing  his 
artillery,  besides  taking  several  hundred  prisoners ;  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
mand, about  one  thousand  (1,000)  in  number,  escaped  to  Strawberry  Plains,  and 
thc'nce  to  Knoxville.  General  Gillem's  force  consisted  of  fifteen  hundred 
(l.tiOO)  men,  composing  three  regiments  of  Tennessee  cavalry,  and  six  guns, 
belonging  formerly  to  the  fourth  division  of  cavalry,  army  of  the  Cumberland,  but 
had  been  detached  from  my  command  at  the  instance  of  Governor  Andrew  John- 
son, and  were  then  operating  independently  under  Brigadier  General  Gillem.  To 
a  want  of  co-operation  between  the  officers  directly  under  my  control  and  General 
Gillem,  may  be  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  the  cause  of  the  latter's  misfortune. 
Following  up  his  success,  Breckinridge  continued  moving  southward  through 
Strawberry  Plains  to  the  immediate  \'icinity  of  Knoxville,  but  on  the  18th  with- 
drew as  rapidly  as  he  had  advanced.  General  Amman's  troops,  re  enforced  by 
1,500  men  from  Chattanooga,  reoccupied  Strawberry  Plains  on  that  day.  About 
that  period  Major  General  Stonoman,  left  at  Louisville  by  General  Scbofield  to 
take  charge  of  the  department  of  the  Ohio  during  his  absence  with  the  army  in  the 
field,  started  for  Knoxville  to  take  general  direction  of  afiiiirs  in  that  section,  having 
previously  ordered  Brevet  Major  General  Burbridge  to  march  with  all  his  available 
force  in  Kentucky,  by  way  of  Cumberland  gap,  to  Gillem's  relief.  On  his  way 
through  Nashville  General  Stoneman  received  instructions  from  me  to  concentrate 
as  laige  a  force  as  he  could  get  in  East  Tennessee  against  Breckinridge,  and 
either  destroy  his  force  or  drive  it  into  Virginia,  and,  if  possible,  destroy  the  salt- 
works at  Saltville,  and  the  railroad  from  the  Tennessee  line  as  far  into  Virginia 
as  he  could  go  without  endangering  his  command. 

November  23. — General  Stoneman  telegraphed  from  Knoxville  that  the  main 
force  of  the  enemy  was  at  New  Market,  eight  miles  north  of  Strawberry  Plain?, 
and  General  Burbridge  was  moving  on  Cumberland  Gap  from  the  interior  of 
Kentucky,  his  advance  expecting  to  reach  Barboursville  that  night.  On  the  6th 
of  December,  having  received  information  from  East  Tennessee  that  Breckin- 
ridge was  falling  back  towards  Virginia,  General  Stoneman  was  again  directed 
to  pursue  him,  and  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  across  the  State  line  aa  possible, 
say  twenty-five  miles.  Leaving  him  to  carry  out  these  instructions  I  will  return 
to  the  position  at  Nashville.  Both  armies  were  ice-bound  for  a  week  previous 
to  the  1 4th  Decemb(}r,  when  the  weal  her  moderated.  Being  prepared  to  move 
I  called  a  meeting  of  the  corps  commanders  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and 
having  discussed  the  plan  of  attack  until  thoroughly  understood,  the  following 
Special  Field  Order  No.  342  were  issued. 

"  Par.  IV.  As  soon  as  the  state  of  the  weather  will  admit  of  offensive  operations 
the  troops  will  move  against  the  enemy's  position  in  the  following  order  :  Major 
General  A.  J.  Smith,  commanding  detachment  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee, 
after  forming  his  troops  on  and  near  the  Hardin  pike  in  front  of  his  present  position, 
will  make  a  vigorous  assault  on  the  enemy's  left.  Major  General  Wilson,  com- 
manding the  cavalry  corps,  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  with  three  divi- 
sions, will  move  on  and  support  General  Smith's  right,  assisting  as  far  as  poss^ible 
in  carrying  the  left  of  the  enem^  's  position,  and  be  in  readiness  to  throw  his  force 
upon  the  enemy  the  moment  a  favorable  opportunity  occurs.  Major  General 
Wilson  will  also  send  one  division  on  the  Charlotte  pike  to  clear  that  road  of 
the  enemy,  and  observe  in  the  direction  of  Bell's  landing  to  protect  our  right  rear 
until  the  enemy's  position  is  fairly  turned,  when  it  will  rejohi  the  main  force. 
Brigadier  General  T.  J.  Wood,  commanding  4th  army  corps,  after  leaving  a 
strong  skirmish  line  in  his  works  from  Lawrens  hill  to  his  e.xtreme  right,  will 
form  the  remainder  of  the  4th  corps  on  the  lIill^boro'  pike  to  support  General 
Smith's  lirft  and  operate  on  the  left  and  rear  of  tlie  enemy's  advanced  (K>sition  on 
the  Montgomery  hill.  Major  General  Schofield,  commanding  twenty-third  army 
corps.  Will  replace  Brigadier  General  Kimball's  division  of  the  4th  corps  with 
hid  troops,  and  occupy  the  trenches  from   Fort  Negley  to  Lawrens  bill  with  a 
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ville  pike.  The  cavalry,  under  General  Wilson,  was  directed  to  take  post  on  the 
left  of  General  Schofield,  wh'ch  would  make  secure  the  interval  between  his 
left  and  the  river,  above  the  city.  General  Steedman's  troops  reached  Nash- 
ville about  dark  on  tlie  evening  of  the  Ist  of  December,  taking  up  a  position 
about  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  left  centre  of  the  main  line,  and  on  the  left  of  the 
Nolensville  nike.  This  position  being  regarded  as  too  much  exposed,  was 
changed  on  the  3d,  when  the  cavalry  having  been  directed  to  takw  post  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  at  Edgefield,  General  Steedman  occupied  the  space  on 
the  left  of  the  line,  vacated  by  its  withdrawal.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  2d 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  small  parties,  engaged  our  skirmishbrs,  but  it  was  only 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  that  his  infantry  made  its  appearance,  when,  crowd- 
ing in  our  skirmishers,  he  commenced  to  establish  liis  mam  line,  which,  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th,  we  found  he  had  succeeded  in  doing,  with  his  salient  ou  the 
summit  of  Montgomery  hill,  within  six  hundred  ^600)  yards  of  our  centre,  his 
main  line  occupying  the  high  ground  on  the  southeast  side  of  Brown's  creek, 
and  extending  from  the  Nolensville  pike,  his  extreme  right,  across  the  Franklin 
and  Granny  White  pikes  in  a  westerly  direction  to  the  hills  south  and  southwest 
of  Richland  creek,  and  down  that  creek  to  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  with  cavalry 
extending  from  both  his  flanks  to  the  river.  Artillery  was  opened  on  him  from 
several  points  on  the  line  without  eliciting  any  response.  The  block-house  at 
the  railroad  crossing  at  Overall's  creek,  five  miles  north  of  Murfreesboro',  was 
attacked  by  Bates's  division  of  Cheatham's  corps  on  the  4th,  but  held  out  until 
assistance  i*eached  it  from  the  garrison  at  Murfreesboro'.  The  enemy  used 
artillery  to  reduce  the  block-house,  but,  although  seventy-four  shots  were  fired  at 
it,  no  material  injury  was  done.  General  Milroy  coming  up  with  three  (3)  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  four  (4)  companies  of  the  thirteenth  Indiana  cavalry,  and  a 
section  of  artillery,  attacked  the  enemy  and  drove  him  off.  During  the  5th,  6th, 
and  7th,  Bates's  division,  re-enforced  by  a  division  from  Lee's  corps,  and  2,500  of 
Forrest's  cavalry,  demonstrated  heavily  against  Fortress  Rosecrans,  at  Murfrees- 
boro', garrisoned  by  about  8,000  men,  under  command  of  General  Ronsseau. 
The  enemy  showing  an  unwillingness  to  make  a  direct  assault,  Geneial  Milroy, 
with  seven  regiments  of  infantry,  was  sent  out  on  the  8th  to  engage  him.  He 
was  found  a  short  distance  from  the  place  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  posted  behind 
rail  breastworks,  was  attacked  and  routed,  our  troops  capturing  207  prisoners 
and  two  (2)  guns,  with  a  loss  of  30  killed  and  175  wounded.  On  the  same  day 
Buford's  cavalry  entered  the  town  of  Murfreesboro',  after  having  shelled  it  vigor- 
ously, but  he  was  speedily  driven  out  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  section  of 
artillery.  On  retiring  from  before  Murfreesboro',  the  enemy's  cavalry  moved 
northward  to  Lebanon,  and  along  the  bank  of  the  Cumberland  in  that  vicinity, 
threatening  to  cross  to  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  interrupt  our  railroad  com- 
munication with  Louisville,  (at  that  time  our  only  source  of  supplies,)  the  enemy 
having  blockaded  the  river  below  Nashville  by  batteries  along  the  shore.  The 
Navy  Department  was  requested  to  patrol  the  Cumberland  above  and  below 
Nashville,  with  the  gunboats  then  in  the  river,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing, 
which  request  was  cordially  and  effectually  complied  with  by  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Leroy  Fitch,  commanding  eleventh  division  Mississippi  squadron;  at  the 
same  time  General  Wilson  sent  a  cavalry  force  to  Gallatin  to  guard  the  country 
in  that  vicinity.  The  position  of  Hood's  army  around  Nashville  remained  un- 
changed, and  with  the  exception  of  occasional  picket  firing  nothing  of  importance 
occurred  from  the  3d  to  the  15th  December.  In  the  mean  while  1  was  preparing 
to  take  the  offensive  without  delay,  the  cavalry  was  being  remounted  under  the 
direction  of  General  Wilson  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  new  transportation  furnished 
where  it  was  required.  During  these  operations  in  Middle  Tennessee,  the  enemy, 
under  Breckinridge,  Duke,  and  Vaughn,  was  operating  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  Stiite  against  Generals  Ammon  and  Gillem. 

Ou  the  I3th  November  at  midnight,  Breckinridge,  with  a  W^^  vi»5wsa^.^  ^^^ 
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3,000,  attacked  General  Gillem  near  Morristown,  routing  him  and  capturing  his 
artillery,  besides  taking  several  hundred  prisoners;  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
mand, about  one  thousand  (1,000)  in  number,  escaped  to  Strawberry  Plains,  and 
thence  to  Knoxville.  General  Gillem's  force  consisted  of  fifteen  hundred 
(l,t500)  men,  composing  three  regiments  of  Tennessee  cavalry,  and  six  guns, 
belonging  formerly  to  the  fourth  division  of  cavalry,  army  of  the  Cumberland,  but 
had  been  detached  from  my  command  at  the  instance  of  Govenior  Andrew  John- 
son, and  were  then  operating  independently  under  Brigadier  General  Gillem.  To 
a  want  of  co-operation  between  the  officers  directly  under  my  control  and  General 
Gillem,  may  be  attributed,  in  a  gieat  measure,  the  cause  of  the  latter's  misfortune. 
Following  up  his  success,  Breckinridge  continued  moving  southward  through 
Strawberry  Plains  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Knoxville,  out  on  the  18th  with- 
drew as  rapidly  as  he  had  advanced.  General  Ammou's  troops,  re  enforced  by 
1,500  men  from  Chattanooga,  reoccupied  Strawberry  Plains  on  that  day.  About 
that  period  Major  General  Stoneman,  left  at  Louisville  by  General  Schofield  to 
take  charge  of  the  department  of  the  Ohio  during  his  absence  with  the  army  in  the 
field,  started  for  Knoxville  to  take  general  direction  of  affairs  in  that  section,  having 
previously  ordered  Brevet  Major  General  Burbridgc  to  march  with  all  his  available 
force  in  Kentucky,  by  way  of  Cumberland  gap,  to  Gillem's  relief.  On  his  way 
through  Na8h\ille  General  Stoneman  received  instructions  from  me  to  concentrate 
as  large  a  force  as  he  could  get  in  East  Tennessee  against  Breckinridge,  and 
either  destroy  his  force  or  drive  it  into  Virginia,  and,  if  possible,  destroy  the  salt- 
works at  Saltville,  and  the  railroad  from  the  Tennessee  line  as  far  into  Virginia 
as  he  could  go  without  endangering  his  command. 

November  23. — General  Stoneman  telegraphed  from  Knoxville  that  the  main 
force  of  the  enemy  was  at  New  Market,  eight  miles  north  of  Strawberry  Plain?, 
and  General  Burbridge  was  moving  on  Cumberland  Gap  from  the  interior  of 
Kentucky,  his  advance  expecting  to  reach  Barboursville  that  night.  On  the  6th 
of  December,  having  received  information  from  East  Tennessee  that  Breckin- 
ridge was  falling  back  towards  Virginia,  General  Stoneman  was  again  directed 
to  pursue  him,  and  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  across  the  State  line  as  possible, 
say  twenty-five  miles.  Leaving  him  to  carry  out  these  instructions  I  will  rctum 
to  the  position  at  Nashville.  Both  armies  were  ice-bound  for  a  week  previous 
to  the  1 4th  December,  when  the  weather  moderated.  Being  prepared  to  move 
I  called  a  meeting  of  the  corps  commanders  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and 
having  discussed  the  plan  of  attack  until  thoroughly  understood,  the  following 
Special  Field  Order  No.  342  were  issued. 

"  Par.  IV.  As  soon  as  the  state  of  the  weather  will  admit  of  offensive  operations 
the  troops  will  move  against  the  enemy's  position  in  the  following  order  :  Major 
General  A.  J.  Smith,  commanding  detachment  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee, 
after  forming  his  troops  on  and  near  the  Hardin  pike  in  front  of  his  present  position, 
will  make  a  vigorous  assault  on  the  enemy's  left.  Major  General  Wilson,  com- 
manding the  cavalry  corps,  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  with  three  divi- 
sions, will  move  on  and  support  General  Smith's  right,  assisting  aa  far  as  possible 
in  carrying  the  left  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  be  iu  readiness  to  throw  his  force 
upon  the  enemy  the  moment  a  favorable  opportunity  occurs.  Major  General 
Wilson  will  also  send  one  division  on  the  Charlotte  pike  to  clear  that  road  of 
the  enemy,  and  observe  in  the  direction  of  Bell's  landing  to  protect  our  right  rear 
until  the  enemy's  position  is  fairly  turned,  when  it  will  rejoin  the  main  force. 
Brigadier  General  T.  J.  Wood,  commanding  4th  army  corps,  after  leaving  a 
strong  skirmish  line  in  his  works  from  Lawrens  hill  to  his  extreme  right,  will 
form  the  remainder  of  the  4th  corps  on  the  HilUboro'  pike  to  support  General 
Smith's  left  and  operate  on  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy's  advanced  (>osition  on 
the  Montgomery  hill.  Major  General  Schofield,  commanding  twenty-third  army 
corps,  Will  replace  Brigadier  General  Kimball's  division  of  the  4tii  corps  with 
his  troops,  and  occupy  the  trenches  from   Fort  Negley  to  Lawrens  hill  with  t 
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Btrong  skirmish  line.  He  will  move  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  in  front  of 
the  works  and  co-operate  with  General  Wood,  protecting  the  latter's  left  flank 
against  an  attack  by  the  enemy.  Major  General  Steedman,  commanding  district 
of  Etowah,  will  occupy  the  interior  line  in  rear  of  his  present  position,  stretching 
from  the  reservoir  on  the  Cumberland  river  to  Fort  Negley  with  a  strong  skirmish 
line,  and  mass  the  remainder  of  his  force  in  its  present  position  to  act  according 
to  the  exigencies  which  may  arise  during  these  operations.  Brigadier  General 
Miller,  with  the  troops  forming  the  garrison  of  Nashville,  will  occupy  the  interior 
line  from  the  battery  on  hill  210  to  the  extreme  right,  including  the  enclosed 
work  on  the  Hyde's  Ferry  roaH.  The  quartermaster's  troops,  under  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Donaldson,  will,  if  necessary,  be  posted  on  the  interior  line 
from  Fort  Morton  to  the  battery  on  hill  210.  The  troops  occupying  the  interior 
line  will  be  under  the  direction  of  Major  General  Steedman,  who  is  charged  with 
the  immediate  defence  of  Nashville  during  the  operations  around  the  city. 
Should  the  weather  permit,  the  troops  will  be  formed  to  commence  operations  at 
6  a.  m.  on  the  15th,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable." 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  December,  the  weather  being  favorable,  the 
army  was  formed,  and  ready  at  an  early  hour  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  battle 
promulgated  in  the  special  field  orders  of  the  14th.  The  formation  of  the  troops 
was  partially  concealed  from  the  enemy  by  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground, 
as  also  by  a  dense  fog  which  only  lifted  towards  noon.  The  enemy  was 
apparently  totally  unaware  of  any  intention  on  our  part  to  attack  his  position, 
and  more  especially  did  he  seem  not  to  expect  any  movement  against  his 
left  flank,  lo  divert  his  attention  still  further  from  our  real  intentions, 
Major  General  Steedman  had,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  received  orders  to 
make  a  heavy  demonstration  with  his  command  against  the  enemy's  right, 
east  of  the  Nolcnsville  pike,  which  he  accomplished  with  great  success  and 
some  loss,  succeeding,  however,  in  attracting  the  enemy's  attention  to  that  part 
of  his  line  and  inducinof  him  to  draw  re-enforcemrnts  from  towards  his  centre 
and  left.  As  soon  as  General  Steedman  had  completed  his  movement,  the  com- 
mands of  Generals  Smith  and  Wilson  moved  out  along  the  Hardin  pike,  and 
commenced  the  grand  movement  of  the  day  by  wheeling  to  the  left  and  advanc- 
ing against  the  enemy's  popition  across  the  Hardin  and  Hillsboro'  pikes.  A  di- 
vision of  cavalry  (Johnson's)  was  sent  at  the  same  time  to  look  after  a  battery 
of  the  enemy  on  the  Cumberland  river,  at  Bell's  landing,  eight  miles  below 
Nashville.  General  Johnson  did  not  get  into  position  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when,  in  conjunction  with  the  gunboats  under  Lieutenant  Commander  Leroy 
Fitch,  the  enemy's  battery  was  engaged  until  after  nightfall,  and  th(;  place  was 
found  evacuated  on  the  morning  of  the  16th.  The  remainder  of  General  Wil- 
son's command,  Hatch's  division  leading  and  Knipe's  in  reserve,  moving  on  the 
right  of  General  A.  J.  Smith's  troops,  first  struck  the  enemy  along  Richland 
creek,  near  Hardin's  house,  and  drove  him  back  rapidly,  capturing  a  number  of 
prisoners,  wagons,  &c.,  and  continuing  to  advance,  while  slightly  swinging  to 
the  left,  came  upon  a  redoubt  containing  four  guns,  which  was  splendidly  carried 
by  assault  at  1  p.  m.  by  a  portion  of  Hatch's  division  dismounted,  and  the  cap- 
tured guns  turned  upon  the  enemy.  A  second  redoubt,  stronger  than  the  first, 
was  next  assailed  and  carried  by  the  same  troops  that  captured  the  first  position, 
taking  four  more  guns  and  about  three  hundred  (300)  prisoners.  The  infantry, 
Mc Arthur's  division  of  General  Smith's  command,  on  the  left  of  the  cavalry, 
participated  in  both  of  the  assaults,  and,  indeed,  the  dismounted  cavalry  seemed 
to  vie  with  the  infantry  who  should  first  gain  the  works.  As  they  reached  the 
position  nearly  simultaneously,  both  lay  claim  to  the  artillery  and  prisoners 
captured.  Finding  General  Smith  had  not  taken  as  much  distance  to  the  right 
as  I  expected  he  would  have  done,  I  directed  General  Schofield  to  move  his 
command  (the  23tl  corps)  from  the  position  in  reserve,  to  which  it  had  been  as- 
signed, over  to  the  right  of  General  Smith,  enabling  the  cavalry  ^^^^'^  Vi^^'^'^>^^ 
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more  freely  in  tlie  enemy's  rear.  This  was  rapidly  accomplished  by  General  Sclio- 
field,  and  his  troops  participated  in  the  closing  operations  of  the  day.  The  4th  corps, 
Brigadier  General  T.  J.  Wood  commanding,  on  the  left  of  General  Smith's  com- 
mand, as  soon  as  the  latter  had  struck  the  enemy's  flank,  assaulted  the  Mont- 
gomery hill,  Ilood's  most  advanced  position,  at  1  p.  m.,  which  was  most  gallantly 
executed  by  the  third  brigade  second  division.  Colonel  P.  Sidney  Post,  fifty- 
ninth  Illinois,  commanding,  capturing  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners.  Con- 
necting with  the  left  of  Smith's  troops,  (Brigadier  General  Garrard's  division,) 
the  4th  corps  continued  to  advance  and  carried  by  assault  the  enemy's  entire  line 
in  its  front,  and  captured  several  pieces  of  artillery,  about  five  hundred  prisoners, 
some  stands  of  colors  and  other  materials.  The  enemy  was  driven  out  of  his 
original  line  of  works  and  forced  back  to  a  new  position  along  the  base  of  Has- 
pelh  Hills,  still  holding  his  line  of  retreat  to  Franklin  by  the  main  pike  through 
Brentwood  and  by  the  Grjyiny  White  pike.  Our  line  at  nightfall  was  readjnstei, 
i-uuning  parallel  to  and  east  of  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  Schofield's  command  nnthe 
right,  Smith's  in  the  centre,  and  Wood's  on  the  left,  with  the  cavalry  on  the 
right  of  Schofield,  Steedman  holding  the  position  he  had  gained  early  in  the 
moniing.  The  total  result  of  the  day's  operations  was  the  capture  of  sixteen 
pieces  of  artillery  and  twelve  himdred  prisoners,  besides  several  hundred  stands 
of  small-arms  and  about  forty  (40)  wagons.  The  enemy  had  been  forced  back 
at  all  points  with  heavy  loss.  Our  casualties  were  unusually  light.  The  behavior 
of  the  troops  was  unsurpassed  for  steadiness  and  alacrity  in  every  movement, 
and  the  original  plan  of  battle,  with  but  few  alterations,  strictly  adhered  to. 
The  whole  command  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle  during  the  night,  on  the  ground 
occupied  ac  dark,  while  preparations  were  made  to  renew  the  battle  at  an  early 
hour  on  the  morrow. 

At  6  a.  m.  on  the  16th  Wood's  corps  pressed  back  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
across  the  Franklin  pike  to  the  eastward  of  it,  and  then  swinging  slightly  to  the 
right,  advanced  due  south  from  Nashville,  driving  the  enemy  before  him  until 
he  carae  upon  his  new  main  line  of  works,  constructed  during  the  night,  on  what 
is  called  Overton's  Hill,  about  five  miles  south  of  the  city  and  east  of  the  Frank- 
lin pike.  General  Steedman  moved  out  from  Nashville  by  the  Nolensville  pike, 
and  formed  his  command  on  the  left  of  General  Wood,  effectually  securing  the 
latter's  left  flank,  and  made  preparations  to  co-operate  in  the  operations  of  the 
day.  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  moved  on  the  right  of  the  4th  corps, 
(Wood's,)  and  establishing  connexion  with  General  Wood's  right,  completed  the 
new  line  of  battle.  General  Schofield's  troops  remained  in  the  position  taken  up  by 
them  at  dark  on  the  day  previous,  facing  eastward  and  towards  the  enemy 's  left  flank, 
the  line  of  the  corps  running  perpendicular  to  General  Smith's  troops.  General 
Wilson's  cavalry,  which  had  rested  for  the  night  at  the  six-mile  post,  on  the 
Hillsboro'  pike,  was  dismounted  and  formed  on  the  right  of  Schofield's  command, 
and  by  noon  of  the  16th  had  succeeded  in  gaining  the  enemy's  rear  and  stretched 
across  the  Granny  White  pike,  one  of  his  two  outJets,  towards  Franklin.  As 
soon  as  the  above  dispositions  were  completed,  and  having  visited  the  different 
commands,  I  gave  directions  that  the  movement  against  the  enemy's  left  flank 
should  be  continued.  Our  entire  line  approached  to  within  six  hundred  yards  of 
the  enemy's  at  all  points.  His  centre  was  weak  as  compared  to  either  his  right 
at  Overton's  Hill,  or  his  left  on  the  hills  bordering  the  Granny  White  pike;  still 
I  had  hopes  of  gaining  his  rear  and  cutting  off  his  retreat  from  Franklin.  About 
3  p.  m..  Post's  brigade  of  Wood's  corps,  supported  by  Streight's  brigade  of  the 
same  command,  was  ordered  by  General  Wood  to  assault  Overton  Hill.  This 
intention  was  communicated  to  General  Steedman,  who  ordered  the  brigade  of 
colore!  troops,  commanded  by  Colonel  C.  R.  Thompson,  twelfth  United  Stales 
colored  troops,  to  co-operate  in  the  movement.  The  ground  on  which  the  two 
assaulting  columns  formed  being  open  and  exposed  to  the  enemy's  view,  he 
readily  perceiving  our  intention,  drew  re-enforcements  from  his  left  and  centre  to 
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the  threatened  point.  This  movement  of  troops  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was 
communicated  along  the  line  from  left  to  right.  The  assault  was  made  and  re- 
ceiv*  d  by  the  enemy  with  tremendous  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  and  musketry. 
Our  men  moved  steadily  onward  up  the  hill  until  near  the  crest,  when  the  reseiTe 
of  the  enemy  rose  and  poured  into  the  assaulting  column  a  most  destructive  fire, 
causing  the  men  first  to  waver  and  then  to  fall  back,  leaving  their  dead- and 
wounded,  black  and  white  indiscriminately  mingled,  lying  amidst  the  abatis, 
the  gallant  Colonel  Post  among  the  wounded.  General  Wood  readily  reformed 
his  command  in  the  position  it  had  previously  occupied,  preparatory  to  a  renewal 
of  the  assault.  Immediately  following  the  effort  of  the  4th  corps,  Generals 
Smith's  and  Schofield's  commands  moved  against  the  enemy's  works  in  their  re- 
spective fronts,  carrying  all  before  them,  irreparably  breaking  his  lin(  s  in  a  dozen 
places  and  capturing  all  his  artillery  and  thousands  of  prisoners,  among  the  latter 
four  (4)  general  officers.  Our  loss  was  remarkably  smnll,  scarcely  mentionable. 
All  of  the  enemy  that  did  escape  were  pursued  ove^the  tops  of  Brentwood  and 
Harpetli  Hills.  General  Wilson's  cavalry  dismounted,  attacked  the  enemy  simulta- 
neously with  Schofield  and  Smith,  striking  him  in  reserve,  and  gaining  firm  posses- 
sion of  Granny  White  pike,  cutoff  his  retreat  by  that  route.  Wood's  and  Stcedman's 
troops  hearing  the  shouts  of  victory  coming  from  the  right,  rushed  impetuously 
forward,  renewing  the  assault  on  Overton's  Hill,  and  although  meeting  a  very  heavy 
fire,  the  onset  was  irresistible,  artillery  and  many  prisoners  falling  into  our  hands. 
The  enemy,  hopelessly  broken,  fled  in  confusion  through  tbe  Brentwood  Pass, 
the  4th  corps  in  close  pursuit,  which  was  continued  for  several  miles,  when 
darkness  closed  the  scene,  and  the  troops  rested  from  their  labors.  As  the  4th 
corps  pursued  tlie  enemy  on  the  Franklin  pike,  General  Wilson  hastily  mounted 
Knipe's  and  Hatch's  divisions  of  his  command,  and  directed  them  to  pursue 
along  the  Granny  White  pike,  and  endeavor  to  reach  Franklin  in  advance  of 
the  enemy.  After  proceeding  about  a  mile  they  came  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry 
under  Chalmers,  posted  across  the  road  and  behind  barricades.  The  position 
was  charged  by  the  twelfth  Tennessee  cavalry.  Colonel  Spaulding  commanding, 
and  the  enemy's  lines  broken,  scatterinfc  him  in  all  directions,  and  capturing 
quite  a  number  of  prisoners,  among  them  Brigadier  General  E.  W.  Rucker. 
During  the  two  days*  operations  there  were  4,462  prisoners  captured,  including 
287  officers  of  all  grades  from  that  of  mnjor  general,  fifty-three  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  thousands  of  smali-ai*ms.  The  enemy  abandoned  on  the  field  all  of  hie 
dead  and  wounded. 

Leaving  directions  for  the  collection  of  the  captured  property  and  for  the  care 
of  the  wounded  left  on  the  battle-field,  the  pursuit  was  continued  at  daylight  on 
the  17th.  The  4th  corps  pushed  on  towards  Franklin  by  the  direct  pike,  wbile 
the  cavalry  moved  by  the  Granny  White  pike  to  its  intersection  with  the 
Franklin  pike,  and  then  took  the  advance.  Johnson's  division  of  cavalry  was 
sent  by  General  Wilson  direct  to  Harpeth  river,  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  with 
directions  to  cross  and  move  rapidly  towards  Franklin.  The  main  cavalry 
column,  with  Knipe's  division  in  advance,  came  up  with  the  enemy's  rear-guard 
strongly  posted  at  Hollow  Tree  gap,  four  (4)  miles  north  of  Franklin.  The 
position  was  charged  in  front  and  in  fiank  simultaneously,  and  handsomely 
carried,  capturing  four  hundred  and  thirteen  (413)  prisoners  and  three  (3)  colors. 
The  enemy  then  fell  back  rapidly  to  Franklin,  and  endeavored  to  defend  the 
crossing  of  Harpeth  river  at  that  place,  but  Johnson's  division  coming  up  from 
below,  on  the  south  side  of  the  stream,  forced  him  to  retire  from  the  river  bank, 
and  oiu*  cavalry  took  possession  of  the  town,  capturing  the  enemy's  hospitals, 
containing  over  two  thousand  wounded,  of  whom  about  200  were  our  own  men. 
The  pursuit  was  immediately  continued  by  Wilson  towards  Columbia,  the 
enemy's  rear-guard  slowly  retiring  before  him  to  a  distance  of  about  five  (5) 
miles  south  of  Franklin,  where  the  enemy  made  a  stand  in  some  open  fielda  \vjAt. 
north  of  West  Harpeth  river,  and  seemed  to  await  our  coming.    Deplo'3\^"^^^^*^2^>^'^ 
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division  as  skirmisbcrs,  with  Hatch's  in  close  support,  General  Wilson  ordered 
his  body  guard,  the  fourth  United  States  cavalry,  Lieutenant  Hedges  command- 
ing, to  charge  the  enemy.  Forming  on  the  pike  in  column  of  fours,  the  gallant 
little  command  charged  with  sabres  drawn,  oreaking  the  enemy's  centre,  while 
Knipe*8  and  Hatch's  men  pressed  back  his  flanks,  scattering  his  whole  command 
and-  causing  them  to  abandon  their  artillery.  Darkness  coming  on  during;  the 
engagement  enabled  a  great  many  to  escape,  and  put  an  end  to  the  day's 
operations.  The  4th  corps,  under  General  Wood,  followed  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  cavalry  as  far  as  Harpeth  river,  where  it  found  the  bridges  destroyed  and 
too  much  water  on  the  fords  for  infantry  to  cross.  A  trestle  bridge  was  hastily 
constructed  from  such  materials  as  lay  at  hand,  but  could  not  be  made  available 
before  nightfall.  General  Steedman's  command  moved  in  rear  of  General  Wood, 
and  camped  near  him  on  the  banks  of  the  Harpeth.  General  Smith  and  Schofield 
marched  with  their  corps  along  the  Granny  White  pike,  and  camped  for  thenigbt 
at  the  intersection  with  the  Franklin  pike.  The  trains  moved  with  their  respective 
commands,  carrying  ten  days'  supplies  and  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition. 

On  the  ISth  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  was  continued  by  General  Wilson,  who 
pushed  on  as  far  as  Rutherford's  creek,  three  miles  from  Columbia.  Wood's  corps 
crossed  to  the  south  side  of  Harpeth  river  and  closed  up  with  the  cavalry.  The 
enemy  did  not  offer  to  make  a  stand  during  the  day.  On  arriving  at  Ruther- 
ford's creek  the  stream  was  found  to  be  impassable  on  account  of  high  water, 
and  running  a  perfect  torrent  A  pontoon  bridge,  hastily  constructed  at  Nashville 
during  the  ])resence  of  the  army  at  that  place,  was  on  its  way  to  the  front,  but  the 
bad  condition  of  the  roads,  together  with  the  incompleteness  of  the  train  itself, 
had  retarded  its  arrival.  I  would  here  remark  that  the  splendid  pontoon  train, 
properly  belonging  to  my  command,  with  its  trained  corps  of  pontoniers,  was 
absent  with  General  Sherman. 

During  the  19th  several  unsuccessful  efforts  were  made  by  the  advance  troops 
to  cross  Ruthei-fbrd's  creek,  although  General  Hatch  succeeded  in  lodging  a  few 
skirmishers  on  the  south  bank.  The  heavy  rains  of  the  preceding  few  days  had 
inundated  the  whole  country,  and  rendered  the  roads  almost  impassable.  Smith's 
and  Schofield's  commands  crossed  to  the  south  side  of  Harpeth  river.  General 
Smith  advancing  to  Spring  Hill,  while  General  Schofield  encamped  at  Franklin. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  General  Hatch  constructed  a  floating  bridge  from 
the  debris  of  the  old  railroad  bridge  over  Rutherford's  creek,  and  crossing  his 
entire  division,  pu.shed  out  for  Coiurribia,  but  found,  on  reaching  Duck  river, 
the  enemy  had  succeeded  the  night  before  in  getting  everything  across,  and 
had  already  removed  his  pontoon  bridge.  Duck  river  was  very  much  swollen, 
and  impassaitle  without  a  bridge.  During  the  day  General  Wood  improvised  a 
foot  bridge  over  Rutherford's  creek,  at  the  old  railroad  bridge,  and  by  nightfall 
had  succeeded  in  crossing  his  infantry  entire,  and  one  or  two  of  his  batteriw, 
and  moved  forward  to  Duck  river.  The  pontoon  train  coming  up  to  Rutherford's 
creek  about  noon  of  the  21st,  a  bridge  was  laid  during  the  afternoon,  and  General 
Smith's  troo])s  were  enabled  to  cross.  The  weather  had  changed  from  dismal 
rain  to  bitter  cold,  very  materially  retarding  the  work  in  laying  the  bridge,  aa 
the  regiment  of  colored  troops  to  whom  that  duty  was  intnisted  seemed  to  become 
unmanned  by  the  cold,  and  totally  unequal  to  the  occasion.  On  the  completion 
of  the  bridge  at  Rutherford's  creek,  sufficient  material  for  a  bridge  over  Duck 
river  was  hastily  pushed  forward  to  that  point,  and  the  bridge  constructed  in 
time  to  enable  Wood  to  cross  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  and  get  into 
position  on  the  Pulaski  road,  about  two  (2)  miles  south  of  Columbia.  The 
water  in  the  river  fell  rapidly  during  the  construction  of  the  bridge,  necessitating 
frequent  alterations  and  causing  much  delay.  The  enemy  in  his  hasty  retrtat 
had  thrown  into  the  stream  several  fine  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  rapidly 
becoming  uncovered,  and  were  subsequently  removed.  Notwithstanding  ibc 
many  delays  to  which  the  command  had  been  subject,  I  determined  to  continae 
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the  pursuit  of  Hood's  shattered  forces,  and  for  this  purpose  decided  to  use 
General  Wilson's  cavalry  and  General  Wood's  corps  of  infantry,  directing  the 
infantry  to  move  on  the  pike,  while  tlie  cavalry  marched  on  its  either  flank 
across  the  fields,  the  remainder  of  the  command.  Smith's  and  Schofield's  corps, 
to  move  along  more  leisurely,  and  to  be  used  as  the  occasion  demanded.  Forrest 
and  his  cavalry,  and  such  other  detachments  as  had  been  sent  off  from  his  main 
army  while  besieging  Nashville,  had  rejoined  Hood  at  Columbia.  He  had 
formed  a  powerful  rear-guard,  made  up  of  detachments  from  all  of  his  organized 
force,  numbering  about  four  thousand  (4,000)  infantry,  under  General  Walthall, 
and  all  his  available  cavalry  under  Forrest.  With  the  exception  of  his  rear- 
guard, his  army  had  become  a  disheartened  and  disorganized  rabble  of  half-armed 
and  barefooted  men,  who  sought  every  opportunity  to  fall  out  by  the  wayside 
and  desert  their  cause  to  put  an  end  to  their  sufferings.  The  rear-guard,  however, 
was  undaunted  and  firm,  and  did  its  work  bravely  to  the  last. 

During  the  23d  General  Wilson  was  occupied  crossing  his  command  over 
Duck  river,  but  took  the  advance  on  the  24ih,  supported  by  General  Wood, 
and  came  up  with  the  enemy  just  south  of  Lynnville,  and  also  at  Buford's 
station,  at  both  of  which  places  the  enemy  made  a  short  stand,  but  was  speedily 
dislodged  with  some  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Our  advance  was 
so  rapid  as  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  bridges  over  Richland  creek. 

Christmas  njoming  ( the  25th)  the  enemy,  with  our  cavalry  at  his  heels,  evac- 
uated Pulaski,  and  was  pursued  towards  Lamb's  ferry,  over  an  almost  imprac- 
ticiible  road,  and  through  a  country  devoid  of  sustenance  for  man  and  beast. 
During  the  afternoon  Harrison's  brigade  found  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched 
at  the  head  of  a  heavily  wooded  and  deep  ravine,  through  which  ran  the  road, 
and  into  which  Colonel  Harrison  drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  He  then  waited 
for  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  to  close  up  before  attacking,  but  before  this 
could  be  accomplished,  the  enemy,  with  something  of  his  former  boldness,  sal- 
lied from  his  breastworks  and  drove  back  Hamsoii's  skirmishers,  capturing  and 
carrying  off  one  gun  belonging  to  battery  I,  fourth  United  States  artillery,  which 
was  not  recovered  by  us,  notwithstanding  the  ground  lost  was  almost  immedi- 
ately regained.  By  nightfall  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  position  with  a 
loss  of  about  fifty  (50)  prisoners.  The  cavalry  had  moved  so  rapidly  as  to,  out- 
distance the  trains,  and  br)th  men  and  animals  were  suffering  greatly  in  conse- 
quence, although  they  continued  uncomplainingly  to  pursue  the  enemy.  Gen- 
eral Wofid's  corps  kept  well  closed  up  on  the  cavalry,  camping  on  the  night  of 
December  25th,  six  miles  out  of  Pulaski,  on  the  Lamb's  Feny  road,  and  pursu- 
ing the  same  route  as  the  cavalry,  reached  Lexington,  Alabama,  thirty  (30) 
miles  from  Pulaski,  on  the  28th,  on  which  date,  having  definitely  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  had  made  good  his  escape  across  the  Tennessee,  at  Bainbridge, 
I  directed  further  pursuit  to  cease.  At  Pulaski  the  enemy's  hospital,  containing 
about  two  hundred  patients,  fell  into  our  hands,  and  four  (4)  guns  were  found  in 
Kichland  creek.  About  a  mile  south  of  the  town  he  destroyed  twenty  (20) 
waogns  loaded  with  ammunition,  belonging  to  Cheatham's  corps,  taking  the  animals 
belonging  to  the  trains  to  help  to  pull  his  pontoons.  The  road  from  Pulaski  to 
Bainbridge,  and  indeed  back  to  Nashville,  was  strewn  with  abandoned  wagons, 
limbers,  small-arms,  blankets,  &c.,  showing  most  conclusively  the  disorder  of 
the  enemy's  retreat.  During  the  foregoing  operations  with  the  advance  Smith's 
and  Schofield's  troops  were  in  motion  towards  the  front.  General  Smith's  com- 
mand reaching  Pulaski  on  the  27th,  while  General  Schofield  was  directed  to 
remain  at  Columbia  for  the  time  being. 

On  our  arrival  at  Franklin  on  the  18th  I  gave  directions  to  General  Steedman 
to  move  with  his  command  across  the  country  from  that  point  to  Murfreesboro', 
on  the  Chattanoog.i  railroad,  from  whence  he  was  to  proceed  by  rail  to  Decatur, 
Alabama,  via  Stevenson,  being  joined  at  Stevenson  by  Brigadier  General  R.  S. 
Granger,  and  the  troops  composing  the  garrisons  of  Hunt»v^<^>  ^J^^iaQa>^^iX!Sk 


384  REPORT  OP  MAJOR  GENERAL   TH0MA8. 

Report  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  captured  hy  the  army  of  the  Ct/mher- 
land  during  the  mwitJu  of  October,  November,  and  December,  1864,  and 
January,  1865. 

Field  guns. — Guns  captured  in  Columbia  and  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  8 ;  light 
12-pounder  guns,  (rebel  model,)  42;  light  12-pounder  guns,  (U.  S.  model.)  7; 
light  12-pounder  howitzers  (U.  S.  model,)  7;  3-inch  rifled  guns,  (rebel  model,) 
3;  lO-pounder  Parrott,  calibre  29,  (U.  S.  model,)  2;  3-inch  wrought-iron  rifle, 
(U.  S.  model,)  1 ;  6-pouuder  smooth-bore  guns,  (U.  S.  model,)  2 ;  total  number 
of  guns,  72. 

Gun-carriages,  caissons,  li?nbers,  8fv. — Field -carriages  and  limbers,  (complete.) 
59 ;  field-carriages  and  limbers,  (without  wheels,)  2 ;  field-carriages,  (no  limbers,) 
2  ;  field  caissons  and  limbers,  20. 

Small-arms, — Infantry  small-arms,  (no  bayonets,)  3,079. 

Infantry  accoutrements. — Bayonets,  262;  cartridge-boxes,  1,208;  cartridge- 
box  plates,  238;  cartridge-box  belts,  234;  carti  idge-box  belt-plates,  141 ;  wai*t 
belts,  178;  waist  belt-plates,  181;  bayonet  scabbards,  166;  cap  pouches,  364; 
gun  slings,  231. 


HcADQUARTEnS  ARMY  OP   THE  OhIO, 

Columbia,  Tenn,,  December  31,  1864. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  major  general  commanding,! 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  from  the 
time  of  the  separation  of  the  23d  army  corps  from  the  main  army,  under  Greneral 
Sherman,  to  the  present  time.  On  the  30th  day  of  October,  1864,  at  Rome,  Geor- 
gia, I  received  the  orders  of  Major  General  Sherman,  (enclosed  herewith  and 
marked  A.)  directing  me  to  march  with  the  23d  corps  to  Kesaca,  Georgia,  and  re- 

ijort  by  telegraph  to  Major  General  Thom.is,  then  at  Nashville,  for  further  orders, 
marched  on  the  following  day,  and  arrived  at  Resaca  on  the  1st  of  November, 
reporting  by  telegraph  to  Major  General  Thomas,  from  Calhoun,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  31st  of  October.  At  Calhoun,  on  the  Ist  of  November,  I  received  orders 
from  Major  General  Thomas,  (enclosed  herewith  and  marked  B,)  directing  me 
to  move  via  Tullahoma  to  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  which  was  subsequently  changed, 
and  I  was  ordered  to  move  by  way  of  Nashville,  and  to  send  my  wagon  trains 
forward  to  Chattanooga.  Accordingly  the  troops  commenced  to  move  as  soon 
as  the  first  railroad  train  arrived,  which  was  the  3d  of  November,  but,  owing  to 
delays  in  the  railroads,  the  last  of  the  troops  did  not  reach  Nashville  until  the 
9th  of  November.  I  arrived  at  Nashville  in  person  on  the  5th  of  November, 
and  received  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  to  go  to  Johnsonville  instead 
of  Pulai^ki,  to  repel  an  attack  th<m  being  made  on  that  place  by  a  rebel  force 
under  Forrest.  My  advance  (Colonel  Gallup's  brigade  of  the  second  division) 
reached  Jolinsonville  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of  November,  and  found  the  enemy 
had  already  retreated.  Upon  reporting  this  fact  to  the  commanding  general*  I 
was  ordcied  to  leave  at  Johnsonville  such  portion  of  my  command  as  was  ne- 
cessary for  a  strong  defence  of  that  place,  and  to  repair  with  the  remainder  of  mj 
troops  to  Pulaski,  and  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  in  that  vicinity.  I  left 
two  brigades  (General  Cooper's  and  Colonel  Gallup's)  at  Johnsonville,  m-itb  in- 
structions to  strongly  fortify  the  place  according  to  plans  furnished  by  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  department  of  the  Cumberland ;  placed  Colonel  Strickland's 
brigade,  second  division,  at  Columbia,  and  the  third  division,  (General  Oox's,) 
about  three  miles  north  of  Pulaski,  the  latter  place  being  then  occupied  by  the 
4th  army  corps,  ^lajor  General  Stanley  commanding.  My  instructions  from 
the  major  general  commanding  were  embracc^d  in  the  accompanying  tel<^gram 
(marked  C)  to  Major  General  Stanley  a  copy  of  which  was  furnished  with 
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mand  of  Breckinridge  in  person,  followed  our  troops  as  tliej  moved  on  Wytlie- 
ville,  and  in  returning  General  Stoneman  met  them  at  Marion,  where  he  made  prep- 
arations to  give  Breckinridge  battle,  and  disposed  his  command  so  as  to  eflfect- 
ually  assault  the  enemy  in  the  morning;  but  Breckinridge  retreated  during  the 
night,  and  was  pursued  a  short  distance  into  North  Carolina,  our  troops  capturing 
Bome  of  his  wagons  and  caissons.  General  Stoneman  then  moved  on  Saltville 
with  his  entire  command,  capturing,  at  that  place,  eight  (8)  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  two  (2)  locomotives,  and  quite 
a  number  of  horses  and  mules.  The  extensive  salt  works  were  destroyed 
by  breaking  the  kettles,  filling  the  wells  with  rubbish,  and  burning  the  build- 
ings. This  work  accomplished.  General  Stoneman  returned  to  Knoxville,  accom- 
panied by  General  Gillem's  command,  General  Burbridge  proceeding  to  Ken- 
tucky, by  way  of  Cumberland  gap.  The  country  marcned  over  was  laid 
waste  to  prevent  its  being  used  again  by  the  enemy ;  all  mills,  factories, 
bridges,  &c.,  being  destroyed.  I^he  command  had  everything  to  contend  with, 
as  far  as  the  weather  and  roads  were  concerned,  yet  the  troops  bore  up  cheerfully 
throughout,  and  made,  each  twenty-four  hours,  an  average  march  of  i2^  miles. 
The  pursuit  of  Hood's  retreating  army  was  discontinued  by  my  main  forces 
on  the  29th  December.  On  reaching  the  Tennessee  river,  however,  a  force  of 
cavalry  numbering  six  hundred  men,  made  up  from  detachments  of  the  fifteenth 
Pennsylvania,  second  Michigan,  tenth,  twelvth,  and  thirteenth  Indiana  regiments, 
tinder  command  of  Colonel  W.  J.  Palmer,  fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  operating 
with  Steedman's  column,  started  from  Decatur,  Alabama,  in  the  direction  of 
Hood's  line  of  retreat  in  Mississippi.  The  enemy's  cavalry,  under  lloddy,  was 
met  at  Leighton,  with  whom  Colonel  Palmer  skirmished,  and  pressed  back  in 
small  squads  towards  the  mountains.  Here  it  was  ascertained  that  Uood's 
trains  passed  through  Leighton  on  the  28th  of  December,  and  moved  off  towards 
Columbus,  Mississippi.  Avoiding  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Colonel  Palmer  left 
Leighton  on  the  31st  of  December,  moved  rapidly  via  Lagrange  and  Ilussell- 
ville  and  by  the  Cotton  Gin  road,  and  overtook  the  enemy's  pontoon  train,  con- 
sisting of  two  hundred  (200)  wagons  and  seventy-eight  (78)  pontoon  boats, 
when  ten  miles  out  from  Russellville.  This  he  destroyed.  Having  learned  of  a 
large  supply  train  on  its  way  to  Tuscumbia,  Colonel  Palmei  started  on  the  1st 
of  January  towards  Aberdeen,  Mississippi,  with  a  view  of  cutting  it  off,  and 
succeeded  in  surprising  it  about  10  p.  m.  on  the  same  evening,  just  over  the  line 
in  Mississippi.  The  train  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  ten  wagons  and  five 
hundred  mules,  the  former  of  which  were  burned,  and  the  latter  sabred  and  shot. 
Beturning  via  Tall  Gate,  Alabama,  and  on  the  old  military  and  Hackburg  roads, 
the  enemy,  under  Roddy,  Biffles,  and  Russell,  w.is  met  near  Russellville  and 
along  Bear  creek,  while  another  force,  under  Armstrong,  was  reported  to  be  in 
pursuit  of  our  forces.  Evading  the  force  in  his  front  by  moving  off  to  the  right 
under  cover  of  the  darkness.  Colonel  Palmer  pushed  for  Moulton,  and  coming  upon 
Russell  when  within  twelve  miles  of  Moulton,  and  near  Thorn  Hill,  attacked  him 
unexpectedly,  utterly  routing  him  and  capturing  some  prisoners,  besides  burning 
five  wagons.  The  command  then  proceeded  to  Decatur  without  molestation, 
and  reached  that  place  on  the  6th  of  January,  after  a  march  of  over  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles.  One  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  were  captured,  and  nearly 
one  thousand  stand  of  arms  destroyed.  Colonel  Palmer's  loss  was  one  killed  and 
two  wounded. 

General  Hood,  while  investing  Nashville,  had  sent  into  Kentucky  a  force  of 
cavalry,  numbering  about  eight  hundred  men,  and  two  guns,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Lyon,  with  instructions  to  operate  against  our  rail- 
road communication  with  Louisville.  McCook*s  division  of  cavalry  was  de- 
tached on  the  14th  of  December,  and  sent  to  Bowling  Green  and  Franklin  to  protect 
the  road.  After  capturing  Hopkinsville  Lycm  was  met  by  La  Grange's  brigade  near 
Greenbury,  and  after  a  sharp  tight,  was  thrown  hito  confusion,  losing  oxv^  ^w^^^wsnsj. 
prisoners  and  wagons.    The  enemy  succeeded^  however,  by  makV^^^"^^^^*^* 
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Report  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  captured  hy  the  army  of  the  Cymher' 
tand  during  the  viontlis  of  October,  Nocemlfer,  and  December,  1864,  and 
January,  1865. 

Field  guns. — Guns  captured  in  Columbia  and  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  8 ;  ligbt 
12-pounder  guns,  (rebel  model,)  42;  light  12-pounder  guns,  (IT.  S.  model.)?; 
light  12-pounder  howitzers  (U.  S.  model,)  7;  3-inch  rifled  guns,  (rebel  model,) 
3;  lO-pounder  Parrott,  calibre  29,  (U.  S.  model,)  2;  3-inch  wrought-iron  rifle, 
(U.  S.  model,)  1 ;  6-pounder  smooth-bore  guns,  (U.  S.  model,)  2  ;  total  number 
of  guns,  72. 

Gun-carriages,  caissons.  Umbers,  ipc. — Field -carriages  and  limbers,  (complete,) 
59;  Hold-carriages  and  limbers,  (without  wheels,)  2 ;  field-carriages,  (uo  limbera,) 
2  ;  field  caissons  and  limbers,  20. 

Small-arms* — Infimtry  small-arms,  (no  bayonets,)  3,079. 

Infantry  accoutrements. — Bayonets,  262;  cartridge-boxes,  1,208;  cartridge- 
box  plates,  238;  cartridge-box  belts,  234;  cartiidge-box  belt-plates,  141 ;  waist 
belts,  178 ;  waist  belt-plates,  181 ;  bayonet  scabbards,  166 ;  cap  pouches,  364; 
gun  slings,  231. 


Headquartres  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Columbia,  Tenn.,  December  31,  1864. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  major  general  commanding,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  from  the 
time  of  the  separation  of  the  23d  army  corps  from  the  main  army,  under  General 
Sherman,  to  tlie  present  time.  On  the  30th  day  of  October,  1864,  at  Rome,  Geor- 
gia, I  received  the  orders  of  Major  General  Sherman,  (enclosed  herewith  and 
marked  A,)  directing  me  to  march  with  the  23d  corps  to  Kesaca,  Georgia,  and  re- 

t>ort  by  telegraph  to  Major  General  Thomas,  then  at  Nashville,  for  further  orders, 
marchcid  on  the  following  day,  and  arrived  at  Resaca  on  the  1st  of  November, 
reporting  by  telegraph  to  5f  ajor  General  Thomas,  from  Calhoun,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  31st  of  October.  At  Calhoun,  on  the  1st  of  November,  I  rec<'ived  orders 
from  Major  General  Thomas,  (enclosed  herewith  and  marked  B,)  directing  me 
to  move  r/a  TuUahoma  to  l^ilaski,  Tennessee,  which  was  subsequently  changed, 
and  I  waw  ordered  to  move  by  way  of  Nashville,  and  to  send  my  wagon  trains 
forward  to  Chattanooga.  Accordingly  the  troops  commenced  to  move  as  soon 
as  the  first  railroad  train  arrived,  which  was  the  3d  of  November,  but,  owing  to 
delays  in  the  railroads,  the  lust  of  the  troops  did  not  reach  Nashville  until  the 
9th  of  November.  I  arrived  at  Niishville  in  person  on  the  5th  of  November, 
and  received  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  to  go  to  Johnsonville  instead 
of  Pulaski,  to  repel  an  attack  then  being  made  on  that  place  by  a  rebel  force 
under  Forrest.  My  advance  (Colonel  Gallup's  brigade  of  the  second  divisiou) 
reached  »Johnsonville  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of  November,  and  found  the  enemy 
had  already  retreated.  Upon  reporting  this  fact  to  the  commanding  genenlf  I 
was  ordered  to  leave  at  Johni^onville  such  portion  of  my  command  as  was  ne- 
cessary for  a  strong  defence  of  that  place?,  and  to  repair  with  the  reminder  of  of 
troo])s  to  Pulaski,  and  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  in  that  vicinitjr.  Ifcn 
two  brigades  (General  Cooper's  and  Colonel  Gallup's)  at  Johnsonville,  with  ii- 
structions  to  strongly  fortify  the  place  according  to  plans  furnished  by  the  diirf 
engineer  of  the  department  of  the  Cumberland;  placed  Colonel  Strickland's 
brigade,  second  divi^^ion,  at  Columbia,  and  the  third  division,  (General  Uox^^ 
about  three  miles  north  of  Pulaski,  the  latter  place  being  then  occupied  bjrt" 
4ih  army  corps,  31  ajor  fJoneral  Stanley  commanding.  My  instructions 
the  major  general  commanding  were  embraced  in  the  accompanying  teh^ 
(marked   C)  to  Mojor  General  Stanley  a  copy  of  which  was  furnished 


BEPOBT  OF  MAJOB  GENERAL  THOMAS. 


383 


Report  of  prisoners  of  war  captured  by  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  from 
September  7,  1864,  to  January  20,  1865. 
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Report  of  rebel  deserters  received  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  from  September  7, 
1864,  to  January  20,  1865. 
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Report  of  rebel  deserters  received  outside  of  Nashville  from  September  7,  1864, 

to  January  20,  1865. 
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Report  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stares  captured  hy  the  army  of  the  Cumber' 
land  during  the  mont/is  of  October,  November,  and  December,  1864,  ani 
January,  1865. 

Field  guns. — Guns  captnred  in  Columbia  and  Pulaaki,  Tennessee,  8 ;  ligbt 
12-poiinder  guns,  (rebel  model,)  42;  light  12-pounder  guns,  (U.  S.  model.)  7; 
light  12-pounder  howitzers  fU.  S.  model,)  7;  3-inch  rifled  guns,  (rebel  model,) 
3;  10-pounder  Parrott,  calibre  29,  (U.  S.  model,)  2;  3-inch  wrought-iron  rifle, 
(U.  S.  model,)  1 ;  6-pouuder  smooth-bore  guns,  (U.  S.  model,)  2 ;  total  number 
of  guns,  72. 

Gun-carriages,  caissons,  limbers,  Sfc. — Field-carriages  and  limbers,  (complete,) 
59 ;  field-carriages  and  limbers,  (without  wheels,)  2 ;  field-carriages,  (no  limbers,) 
2  ;  field  caissons  and  limbers,  20. 

Small-arms, — Infantry  small-arms,  (no  bayonets,)  3,079. 

Infantry  accoutrements. — Bayonets,  262  j  cartridge-boxes,  1 ,208  ;  cartridge- 
box  plates,  238;  cartridge-box  belts,  234;  carti  idge-box  belt-plates,  141 ;  waiat 
belts,  178;  waist  belt-plates,  181;  bayonet  scabbards,  166;  cap  pouches,  364; 
gun  slings,  231. 
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Columbia,  Tenn,,  December  31,  1864. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  major  general  commanding,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  from  the 
time  of  the  separation  of  the  23d  army  corps  from  the  main  army,  under  General 
Sherman,  to  the  present  time.  On  the  30th  day  of  October,  1864,  at  Rome,  Geor- 
gia, I  received  the  orders  of  Mnjor  General  Sherman,  (enclosed  herewith  and 
marked  A,)  directing  mo  to  march  with  the  23d  corps  to  Kesaca,  Georgia,  and  re- 
port by  telegraph  to  Major  General  Thomas,  then  at  Nashville,  for  further  orders. 
I  marched  on  the  following  day,  and  arrived  at  Resaca  on  the  Ist  of  November, 
reporting  by  telegraph  to  Slajor  General  Thomas,  from  Calhoun,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  3  Ist  of  October.  At  Calhoun,  on  the  1st  of  November,  I  rec^'ived  orders 
from  Mnjor  General  Thomas,  (pnclosed  herewith  and  marked  B,)  directing  me 
to  movif  via  Tullahoma  to  l^ulaski,  Tennessee,  which  was  subsequcnth"  changed, 
and  I  was  ordered  to  move  by  way  of  Nashville,  and  to  send  my  wagon  trains 
forward  to  Chattanooga.  Acconlingly  the  troops  commenced  to  move  as  soon 
as  the  first  railroad  train  arrived,  which  was  the  3d  of  November,  but,  owing  to 
delays  in  the  railroads,  the  last  of  the  troops  did  not  reach  Nashville  until  the 
9th  of  November.  I  arrived  at  Nashville  in  person  on  the  5th  of  November, 
and  received  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  to  go  to  Johnsonville  instead 
of  Pulaski,  to  repel  an  attack  then  being  made  on  that  place  by  a  rebel  force 
under  Forrest.  My  advance  (Colonel  Gallup's  brigade  of  the  second  division) 
reached  Johnsonville  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of  November,  and  found  the  enemy 
had  alroady  retreated.  Upon  reporting  this  fact  to  the  commanding  general,  I 
was  ordered  to  leave  at  Johnsonville  such  portion  of  my  command  as  was  ne- 
cessary for  a  strong  defence  of  that  place,  and  to  repair  with  the  remainder  of  my 
trooj)8  to  I'ulaski,  and  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  in  that  vicinity.  I  left 
two  brigades  (General  Cooper's  and  Colonel  Gallup's)  at  Johnsonville,  with  in- 
structions to  strongly  fortify  the  place  according  to  plans  furnished  by  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  department  of  the  Cumberland;  placed  Colonel  Strickland's 
brigade,  second  division,  at  Columbia,  and  the  tiiird  division,  (General  Cox's.) 
about  three  miles  north  of  Pulaski,  the  latter  place  being  then  occupied  by  th»^ 
4th  army  corps,  ]\Iajor  General  Stanley  commanding.  My  instructions  from 
the  major  general  commatuling  were  embrac<'d  in  the  accompanying  teh  frram 
(marked   C)  to  Major  General  Stanley  a  copy  of  which  was  furni>hetl  with 
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the  order  to  assume  command  at  Palaski,  and  subsequent  despatches  explain- 
ing that  the  object  was  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  should  he  advance  long  enough 
to  enable  General  A.  J.  Smith's  corps,  then  expected  from  Missouri,  to  reach 
Nashville.  Other  troops  in  the  department  of  the  Cumberland  to  be  concen- 
trated, and  General  Wilson's  cavalry  to  be  remounted  and  fitted  for  the  field. 
The  re-enforcements  thus  expected  were  about  equal  to  the  force  we  then  had 
in  the  field,  and  would  make  our  entire  force,  when  concentrated,  equal  or 
somewhat  superior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  To  effect  this  concentration  was  there- 
fore of  vital  importance,  a  consideration  to  which  all  others  were  secondary. 
This  required  that  the  enemy's  advance  should  be  delayed  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, and  at  the  same  time  a  decisive  battle  avoided,  unless  it  could  be  fought 
on  favorable  terms.  I  reached  Pulaski  on  the  night  of  the  13th,  and  assumed 
command  on  the  14th  of  November. 

The  following  is  my  report  of  the  operations  from  November  14  to  December  1, 
1864,  when  the  troops  under  my  command  reached  Nashville,  which  is  made 
part  of  this  report.  I  assumed  command  at  Pulaski,  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1864.  The  forces  at  and  near  that  place  were  the  4th  army  corps.  Major 
General  Stanley  commanding,  and  General  Cox's  third  division,  23d  army  corps ; 
General  Hatch's  division,  and  General  Croxton's  brigade  of  cavalry  were  in 
front  of  Pulaski,  along  Shoal  creek,  and  Colonel  Capron's  brigade  was  near 
Pulaski.  My  effective  force  was  eighteen  thousand  infantry  and  four  brigades 
of  cavalry.  The  enemy,  under  General  Hood,  was  lying  about  Florence,  pre- 
paring for  an  aggressive  movement;  his  force,  consisting  of  the  old  army  of 
northern  Georgia,  which  had  opposed  General  Sherman  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  operations,  increased  by  such  fi*agments  as  could  be  collected  in  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,  together  with  all  of  Forrest's  cavaliy.  The  enemy's  force  was 
variously  estimated  at  from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  infantry,  and  from  ten  to 
twenty  thousand  cavalry ;  the  largest  estimate  for  the  infantry  and  the  smallest 
for  the  cavalry  are  most  probably  nearly  accurate. 

November  19. — Hood  commenced  his  advance,  via  Lawrenceburg  and  Waynes- 
boro', towards  Columbia.  His  advance  reached  Lawrenceburg,  and  drove  our 
cavalry  from  that  place  on  the  22d.  I  sent  all  the  public  property  from  Pulaski 
to  Columbia,  and  fell  back  to  Lynnville,  and  then  to  Columbia.  My  advance, 
General  Cox's  division,  reached  that  place  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  just  in 
time  to  beat  back  a  large  rebel  force  which  was  driving  in  Colonel  Capron's 
cavalry  from  Mount  Pleasant.  At  Columbia  I  was  re-enforced  by  one  brigade 
and  two  regiments  of  General  Ruger's  division,  23d  corps,  the  other  half  of 
that  division  having  been  sent,  by  order  of  the  major  general  commanding,  to 
guard  Centreville  and  other  crossings ^f  Duck  river,  below  Columbia.  The 
troops  were  put  in  position,  covering  the  pontoon  bridge  on  the  pike,  at  Columbia 
and  the  railroad  bridge,  two  miles  below.  The  position  was  much  too  extended 
for  the  troops  I  then  had,  but  re-enforcements  were  expected  daily,  and  it  was 
essential  to  have  that  position,  from  which  to  take  the  offensive,  when  our  force 
should  become  sufficiently  large.  Therefore,  I  determined  to  hold  it  as  long  as 
possible.  I  also  intrenched  an  interior  line  covering  the  railroad  bridge,  and  short 
enough  to  be  held  by  the  4th  corps. 

On  the  night  of  the  25th,  finding  that  the  enemy  had  his  entire  army  in  my 
front,  and  that  he  might,  without  difficulty,  effect  a  crossing  of  Duck  river 
above  Columbia,  I  sent  General  Cox,  with  two  brigades  of  his  division  to  the 
north  bank,  to  check  any  such  movement,  and  General  Ruger's  troops  to  the 
railroad  bridge  to  construct  and  occupy  a  small  bridge-head  at  that  point,  and 
withdrew  two  divisions  of  General  Stanley's  corps  to  the  interior  line.  General 
Wood's  division  and  a  brigade  of  G^neraJ  Cox's  were  left  on  the  exterior  line, 
and  our  picket  line  was  maintained  in  its  original  position.  At  daylight  in  the 
morning  the  pontoon  bridge  was  floated  down  the  river,  and  laid  near  the  riul- 
T  25 
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road  bridge.     In  this  way  I  hoped  still  to  hold  the  south  bank  of  the  river  until 
re-enforcements  should  arrive. 

We  succeeded  in  holding  the  outer  line  during  the  26th  and  27th  against  a 
heavy  pressure,  but  the  enemy  did  not  assaidt,  and  it  became  evident  that  lie 
intended  to  turn  the  position  by  crossing  the  river  above.  To  hold  the  south 
bank  longer  would  have  hazarded  the  loss  of  the  army.  I  therefore  ivithdrew 
the  whole  force  to  the  north  bank  during  the  night  of  the  27th.  Left  General 
Ruger  to  hold  the  crossing  at  the  railroad  bridge,  General  Cox  in  front  of 
Columbia,  and  placed  General  Stanley  in  reserve,  on  the  Franklin  pike,  ready 
to  meet  the  enemy  should  he  attempt  to  force  a  crossing  at  any  point  near 
Columbia.  The  crossings  below  Columbia  were  guarded  by  General  Ruger's 
infantry,  and  General  Wilson  had  all  Lis  cavalry,  save  one  brigade,  to  guard 
the  river  above.  The  troops  rested  in  this  position  during  the  28th,  and  I  had 
strong  hopes  of  being  able  to  hold  the  line  of  Duck  river  until  re-enforcements 
should  arrive.  But  I  learned  from  General  AVilson,  about  2  a.  m.  on  the  29th. 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  forced  a  crossing  near  the  Lansinburg  pike,  and 
about  daylight  in  the  morning  that  bis  infantry  was  also  crossing  at  Hewy'a 
mill,  five  miles  above  Columbia,  from  which  a  road  leads  into  the  Franklin  pike 
at  Spring  Hill.  The  enemy  might  endeavor  to  reach  the  latter  place  in  advance 
of  me,  and  thus  cut  off  my  retreat,  or  strike  me  in  flank,  near  Duck  river,  or 
both.  He  bad  already  forced  a  column  of  cavalry  between  General  Wilson  and 
me,  and  cut  off  all  communication  between  us.  I  therefore  sent  General  Stanley, 
with  a  division  of  infantry,  to  Spring  Hill,  to  hold  that  point  and  cover  the  trains ; 
General  Cox  was  left  in  his  position  to  hold  the  crossing  at  Columbia ;  Generals 
Wood  and  Kimball  were  put  in  line  facing  Hewy*s  mills,  with  a  brigade  thrown 
forward  to  reconnoitre,  and  General  Ruger  was  ordered  to  move  on  to  the  pike 
in  rear  of  Rutherford's  creek,  leaving  one  regiment  to  hold  the  ford  near  the 
railroad  bridge,  the  bridges  having  been  destroyed.  General  Stanley  reached 
Spring  Hill  with  General  Wagner's  division  just  in  time  to  drive  off  a  body  of 
rebel  cavalry  and  save  our  trains,  wbich  were  assembling  at  that  place.  Late 
in  the  afternoon  a  division  of  rebel  infantry  arrived  and  attacked.  A  severe 
engagement  ensued,  lasting  until  dark.  General  Stanley  held  his  position,  except 
that  his  right  was  pressed  back  so  as  to  nearly  uncover  the  Columbia  road, 
and  the  enemy's  cavalry  got  possession  of  the  pike,  both  north  and  south  of 
Spring  Hill.  The  enemy  worked  steadily  and  persistently  all  day  to  force  a 
crossing  and  lay  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Columbia.  This  was  essential  to  him, 
since  his  artillery  could  not  be  crossed  at  Hewy's  mill;  but  General  Cox  firmly 
held  his  ground,  although  it  was  in  the  concave  bend  of  the  river,  and  command- 
ed from  the  opposite  bank.  The  eneqjy  was  repeatedly  repulsed  with  heavy 
loss.  About  3  p.  m.  I  became  satisfied  the  enemy  would  not  attack  my  position 
on  Duck  river,  but  was  pushing  two  corps  direct  for  Spring  Hill.  I  then  gave 
the  necessary  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  after  dark,  and  took  Gen- 
eral Ruger's  troops  and  pushed  for  Spring  Hill,  to  reopen  communication  with 
General  Stanley,  and  was  followed,  at  a  short  distance  by  the  head  of  the 
main  column.  I  struck  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  dark,  about  three  miles  from 
Spring  Hill,  but  we  brushed  them  away  without  difficulty,  and  reached  Spring 
Hill  about  seven  o'clock.  General  Whittaker's  brigade,  which  followed  Gen- 
eral Ruger,  was  put  in  position  parallel  to  the  pike,  and  confronting  the  enemy's 
left  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  road,  to  cover  the  column  as  it  passed, 
and  I  pushed  on  with  General  Ruger's  division  to  clear  the  road  at  Thompson's 
station,  which  had  been  occupied  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  at 
dai-k  that  evening.  On  our  arrival  at  Thompson's  the  enemy  had  disappesured, 
his  camp  fires  still  burning,  and  General  Ruger  took  possession  of  the  cross- 
roads without  opposition.  1  then  returned  to  Spring  Hill,  and  met  there  the 
head  of  General  Cox's  column  about  midnight,  he  having  withdrawn  il  from 
front  of  Columbia  after  dark.    General  Cox  now  took  the  f^vance,  and  pushed 
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rapidly  for  Franklin,  the  trains  following  under  immediate  guard  of  General 
Buger,  the  men  marching  by  the  side  of  the  wagons,  and  Greneral  Stanley 
marching  in  rear  of  the  trains.  Greneral  Wagner's  division  held  on  at  Spring 
Hill  until  near  daylight  and  then  quietly  withdrew,  and  followed  the  column  as 
rear-guard.  A  small  body  of  rebel  cavalry  made  a  dash  upon  the  train  a  short 
distance  north  of  Thompson's  and  succeeded  in  destroying  a  few  wagons  and 
Btampeding  a  few  cattle.  With  this  exception,  the  whole  column  and  trains  arrived 
at  Franklin  without  loss.  I  arrived  at  Franklin  with  the  head  of  the  column  a 
little  before  daylight  on  the  30th,  and  found  no  wagon  bridge  for  crossing  the 
river,  and  the  fords  in  very  bad  condition.  I  caused  the  railroad  bridge  to  be 
prepared  for  crossing  wagons,  and  had  a  foot  bridge  built  for  infantry,  which, 
fortunately,  also  proved  available  for  wagons,  and  used  the  ford  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. I  hoped,  in  spite  of  the  difficulties,  to  get  all  my  material,  including  the 
public  property  and  a  large  wagon  train  at  Franklin,  across  the  river,  and  move 
the  army  over  before  the  enemy  could  get  up  force  enough  to  attack  me ;  but  I 
put  the  troops  in  position,  as  they  arrived,  on  the  south  side,  the  23d  corps 
on  the  left  and  centre,  covering  the  Columbia  and  Lewisburg  pike,  and  General 
Kimball's  division,  of  the  4th  corps,  on  the  right,  both  flanks  resting  on  the  river. 
Two  brigades  of  General  Wagner's  division  were  left  in  front  to  retard  the 
enemy's  advance,  and  General  Wood's  division,  with  some  artillery,  was  moved 
to  the  north  bank  of  the  river  to  cover  the  flanks  should  the  enemy  attempt  to 
cross  above  or  below.  The  enemy  followed  close  after  our  rear-guard,  brought 
up  and  deployed  two  full  corps  with  astonishing  celerity,  and  moved  rapidly 
forward  to  the  attack.  Our  outposts,  imprudently  brave,  held  their  ground  too 
long,  and  hence  were  compelled  to  come  in  at  a  run.  In  pressing  over  the  par- 
apet  they  carried  with  them  the  troops  of  the  line  for  a  short  space,  and  thus 
permitted  a  few  hundred  of  the  enemy  to  get  in ;  but  the  reserves  near  by  instantly 
sprang  forward,  regaining  the  parapet  and  capturing  those  of  the  enemy  who 
had  passed  it.  The  enemy  assaulted  persistently  and  continuously  with  his 
whole  force  from  about  3.30  p.  m.  until  after  dark,  and  made  numerous  inter- 
mittent attacks  at  a  few  points  until  about  10  o'clock  p.  m  He  was  splendidly 
repulsed  along  the  whole  line  of  attack.  The  enemy  attacked  on  a  point  of 
about  two  miles,  extending  from  our  left  to  our  right  centre.  General  Kimball's 
left  brigade.  Our  two  right  brigades  were  only  slightly  engaged.  I  believe 
the  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  cannot  have  been  less  than  five  thou- 
sand, and  may  have  been  much  greater.  We  captured  seven  hundred  and  two 
prisoners  and  thirty-three  stand  of  colors.  Our  loss  as  officially  reported  is  as 
follows  : 


First  division,  4th  army  corps 

Second  divisiun,  4th  army  corps 

Artillery 

Second  division,  23d  army  corps 

Third  division,  2«3d  army  corps 

Seventy-second  refpment  Illinois  volunteers 
Forty-fourth  regiment  Missouri  volunteers. . 

Total 


1 


5 
52 
10 
30 
48 
10 
34 


37 
519 

51 
142 
185 

62 

37 


189       1,033 


n 


:^ 


18 

670 

6 

135 

97 

86 

92 


1,104 


60 
1,241 

67 
307 
330 
158 
163 


2,326 


I  am  not  able  at  this  time  to  give  fully  the  names  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
officers.  Among  the  latter  is  Major  General  Stanley,  commanding  the  4th  corps, 
who  was  severely  woundedln  the  neck  while  gallantly  oi^ng  forward  hiB  troops 
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to  regain  the  portion  of  our  line  which  had  heen  lost.     General  Stanley  is 
deserving  of  special  commendation,  and  has  my  hearty  thanks  for  his  cordial 
support  and  wise  counsel  throughout  the  short  but  eventful  campaign.    Brigadier 
General  J.  D.  Cox,  commanding  temporarily  the  23d  corps,  deserves  a  very 
large  share  of  credit  for  the  brilliant  victory  at  Franklin.     The  troops  were 
placed  in  position  and  intrenched  under  his  inmiediate  direction,  and  the  greater 
portion  of  the  line  engaged  was  under  his  command  during  the  battle.     I  recom- 
mend General  Cox  to  the  special  consideration  of  the  government.     Brigadier 
General  Ruger,  commanding  second  division,  23d  corps,  held  the  weakest  por- 
tion of  our  line,  and  that  upon  which  the  enemy's  assault  was  most  persistent 
He  is  entitled  to  very  great  credit.     Brigadier  General  Reily,  commanding  tem- 
porarily the  third  division,  23d  corps,  maintained  his  lines  with  perfect  firmness, 
and  captured  twenty  battle-flags  along  his  parapet.     I  am  also  under  great 
obligations  to  the  division  commanders  of  the  4th  army  corps.  Brigadier  G^nerak 
Wood,  Wagner,  and  Khnball,  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they  discharged 
every  duty,  and  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  high  commendation,  though 
in  advance  of  the  official  report  of  their  immediate  commander.    Colonel  Emerson 
Opdyke,  commanding  first  brigade,  second  division,  4th  army  corps,  the  reserve 
which  recaptured  the  lost  position  of  our  line,  is  spoken  of  by  Grenerals  Stanley 
and  Cox  as  having  displayed,  on  that  occasion,  the  highest  qualities  of  a  com- 
mander.    I  cordidly  indorse  their  recommendation.     For  other  special  instances 
of  gallantry  and  good  conduct  I  must  refer  to  subordinate  reports. 

On  my  arrival  at  Franklin  I  gained  the  first  information  from  General  Wilson 
since  the  enemy  commenced  his  advance  from  Duck  river.  I  learned  that  he 
had  been  driven  back,  and  had  crossed  the  Harpeth  above  Franklin  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  leaving  my  left  and  rear  entirely  open  to  the  enemy's  cavalry.  By 
my  direction  he  sent  General  Hatch's  division  forward  again  on  the  Lewisborg 
pike  to  hold  Forrest  in  check  until  my  trains  and  troops  could  reach  Franklin. 
This  was  successfully  done,  and  General  Hatch  then  retired  before  a  superior 
force  and  recrossed  the  river,  connecting  with  my  infantry  pickets  on  the  north 
bank  early  in  the  afternoon.  A  short  time  before  the  infantry  attack  commenced 
the  enemy's  cavalry  forced  a  crossing  about  three  miles  above  Franklin  and 
drove  back  our  cavalry,  for  a  time  seriously  threatening  our  trains,  which  were 
accumulating  on  the  north  bank  and  moving  towards  Nashville.  I  sent  General 
Wilson  orders,  which  he  had,  however,  anticipated,  to  drive  the  enemy  back  at 
all  hazards,  and  moved  a  brigade  of  General  Wood's  division  to  support  him,  if 
necessary,  at  tha  moment  of  the  first  decisive  repulse  of  the  enemy's  infantry. 
I  received  the  most  gratifying  intelligence  that  General  Wilson  had  driven  the 
rebel  cavalry  back  across  the  river.  This  rendered  my  immediate  left  and  rear 
secure  for  the  time  being.  Previous  to  the  battle  of  the  30th  I  had  ordered  all 
trains,  except  ammunition  and  hospital  wagons,  to  Nashville,  preparatory  to 
falling  back  from  Franklin  when  it  should  become  necessary,  which  I  expected 
on  the  following  day.  The  enemy  having  nearly  double  my  force  of  intantry, 
and  quite  double  my  cavalry,  could  easily  turn  any  position  I  might  take  and 
seriously  endanger  my  rear.  Only  one  aivision  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  having 
been  engaged  with  General  Wilson  during  the  30th,  the  remaining  three  divisions 
were  free  to  strike  my  line  of  communications,  which  they  could  easily  do  aboat 
Bentwood  by  daylight  the  next  morning.  My  experience  on  the  29th  had 
shown  how  entirely  inferior  in  force  my  cavalry  was  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  even  my  immediate  flank  and  rear  were  insecure,  while  my  communication 
with  Nashville  was  entirely  without  protection.     I  could  not  even  rely  upon 

fBttin^  up  the  ammunition  necessary  for  another  battle.  To  remain  longer  at 
ranklin  was  to  seriously  hazard  the  loss  of  my  army  by  giving  the  enemy 
another  chance  to  cut  me  off  from  re-enforcements,  which  he  had  made  three 
desperate,  though  futile,  attempts  to  accomplish.  I  had  detained  the  enemy 
long  enough  to  enable  you  to  concentrate  your  scattered  troops  at  Nashville,  and 
had  flucceeded  in  inflicting  upon  him  very  heavy  loMes,  which  was  the  primaqf 
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object.  I  had  found  it  impossible  to  detain  him  long  enough  to  get  re-enforce- 
ments at  Franklin.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  infantry  and  none  of  the  cavalry 
coxdd  reach  me  in  time  to  be  of  any  use  in  the  battle  which  must  have  been 
fought  on  the  Ist  of  December,  for  these  reasons :  After  consulting  with  the 
corps  and  division  commanders,  and  obtaining  your  approval,  1  determined  to 
retire  the  night  of  the  30th  towards  Nashville.  The  artillery  was  withdrawn 
to  the  north  bank  during  the  early  part  of  the  night,  and  at  12  o'clock  the  army 
withdrew  from  its  trenches  and  crossed  the  river  without  loss.  During  the  next 
day,  December  1 ,  the  whole  army  was  placed  in  position  in  front  of  [Nashville. 
Information  obtained  since  the  above  was  written,  and  principally  since  the 
reoccupation  of  Franklin  by  our  troops,  makes  the  enemy's  loss  l,7f50  buried 
upon  the  field,  3,800  disabled  and  placed  in  hospitals,  and  702  prisoners — mak- 
ing 6,252  of  the  enemy  placed  hors  de  combat,  besides  the  slightly  wounded. 
The  enemy's  loss  in  general  officers  was  very  gi*eat,  being  six  killed,  six  wounded, 
and  one  captured. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  more  than  half  of  our  loss  occurred  in  General  Wag- 
ner's division  of  the  4th  corps,  which  did  not  form  part  of  the  main  line  of  de- 
fence. This  loss  arose  in  two  brigades  of  that  division  from  their  r«naining  in 
front  of  the  line  after  their  proper  duty  as  outposts  had  been  accomplished,  and 
after  they  should  have  taken  their  positions  in  reserve,  and  in  the  other  brigade 
(Colonel  Opdyke's)  in  its  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  the  enemy  over  the  por- 
tion of  the  parapet  which  had  been  temporarily  lost  by  the  precipitate  retreat 
of  the  other  two  brigades.  When  it  became  apparent  that  we  should  have  to 
fall  back  from  Columbia,  orders  to  rejoin  the  army  were  sent  to  General  Cooper, 
commanding  the  troops  guarding  the  crossings  of  Duck  river  below  Columbia, 
at  Centreville,  both  by  myself  and  the  major  general  commanding,  which  were 
obeyed  as  soon  as  received,  and  General  Cooper  marched  for  Franklin.  Owing 
to  delays  in  receiving  his  orders,  and  the  time  necessary  to  concentrate  his 
troops.  General  Cooper  could  not  reach  Franklin  before  its  occupation  by  the 
enemy,  and  turned  his  column  direct  for  Nashville.  Arrived  at  the  Brentwood 
hilU  by  the  Charlotte  pike,  on  the  night  of  December  2d,  and  again  found  the 
enemy  between  him  and  the  army.  He  then  marched  to  Clarksville,  where  he 
arrived  in  safety  on  the  5th,  and  rejoined  my  command  on  the  8th  of  December. 
General  Cooper  deserves  great  credit  for  the  skill  and  judgment  displayed  in 
conducting  his  retreat. 

BATTLE  OF  THE  15TH  AND  16TH  OF  DECEMBER,  IN  FRONT  OF  NASHVILLE. 

My  command  consisted  of  the  second  and  third  divisions  of  the  23d  army 
corps,  commanded  respectively  by  Major  General  D.  N.  Couch  and  Brigadier 
General  J.  D.  Cox.  The  effective  strength  of  each  division  was  5,500  men. 
Previous  to  the  battle  the  corps  occupied  the  line  of  defence  from  Blockhouse 
casino  to  the  Nolens ville  pike,  including  Fort  Negley.  According  to  the  plan 
of  battle  as  modified  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  my  troops  were  to  be  relieved 
by  Major  General  Steedman's  at  dawn  of  day  in  the  morning,  pass  in  rear  of 
General  Wood's  corps,  and  take  position  in  reserve,  the  right  to  support  the 
attack  on  the  enemy's  left.  The  movement  commenced  at  daylight  as  ordered. 
General  Couch's  division  debouched  from  our  works  on  the  Harding  pike,  and 
formed  in  rear  of  General  Smith's  left,  and  General  Cox's,  save  one  brigade,  by 
the  Hillsboro'  pike,  in  rear  of  General  Wood's  right ;  General  Cox's  third  brig- 
ade was  left  temporarily  in  his  old  works  to  support,  if  necessary.  General 
Steedman,  who  was  making  a  demonstration  upon  the  enemy's  right.  As  Gen- 
eral Smith  advanced  against  the  enemy's  position,  General  Couch  mo ved  forward, 
keeping  within  supporting  distance,  while  the  proper  position  of  General  Cox  as 
reserve  to  the  centre  remained  essentially  unchanged.  About  1  o'clock  p.  m.  the 
major  general  commanding,  remarking  that  Greneral  Smith  had  borne  more  to  the 
left  ^jbm  had  been  expected,  and  had  not  reached  the  enemy's  flank,  ordered  me  ta 
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move  my  corps  to  the  right  of  General  Smith,  attack  the  enemy's  flank,  and  gain,  if 
practicable,  before  dark  possession  of  a  group  of  fortified  hills  near  the  Hillaboro' 
pike,  which  formed  the  left  of  the  enemy's  position.  I  at  once  put  my  troops  in  mo- 
tion,  moving  rapidly  by  the  flank  in  rear  of  General  Smith's  line,  rode  forward  and 
found  General  Smith  near  the  right  of  his  line,  and  informed  him  of  the  move- 
ment I  was  making.  General  Smith  then  put  in  his  reserve,  extending  his  line 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  right,  and  assisted  Grcneral  Hatch's  cavalry  (dismounted) 
in  assaulting  and  carrying  a  high  hill,  covered  by  a  redoubt  which  proved  to  be  a 
detached  work,  commanding  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  and  constituting  the  extreme 
flank  of  the  enemy's  infantry  position,  but  not  connected  with  his  main  line  of 
defence.  General  Couch,  whose  head  of  column  had  by  this  time  arrived  opposite 
the  right  of  General  Smith's  line,  at  once  moved  forward,  deploying  as  he  ad- 
vanced, passed  immediately  by  the  right  of  the  hill  just  carried,  and  across  the 
Hillsboro'  pike,  crossed  an  open  valley,  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  swept 
by  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  carried  the  left  of  a  series  of  hills  parallel  to  and 
overlooking  the  Granny  White  pike,  one  of  the  enemy's  only  two  lines  of  retreat 
This  assault  was  made  by  General  Cooper's  brigade,  led  by  its  brave  commander, 
and  was  m^st  gallantly  executed.  The  enemy  now  moved  a  considerable  force 
towards  our  right  with  the  evident  design  of  turning  our  flank,  and  recovering 
the  position  just  lost.  General  Couch  sent  Colonel  Mehringer's  brigade,  the  only 
one  he  had  disengaged,  to  meet  this  movement.  Colonel  Mehringer  met  the 
enemy,  much  superior  to  him  in  numbers,  in  the  valley  which  General  Conch 
had  just  passed,  and  held  him  in  check  until  General  Cox,  who  had  just  come  op, 
sent  two  brigades.  Colonel  Doolittle's  and  Colonel  Casement's,  to  his  support, 
when  the  enemy  was  repulsed  and  driven  back.  The  engagement  here  was  sharp, 
attended  with  considerable  loss  on  both  sides,  and  lasted  until  dark.  Immediatelj 
south  of  the  hill  carried  by  General  Couch  was  a  still  higher  one.  held  by  the 
enemy,  without  the  possession  of  whicli  his  position  north  of  Brentwood  w«b 
untenable.  I  had  ordered  this  hill  to  be  carried,  immediately  after  the  success  of 
Genearl  Cooper's  assault,  but  the-counter  attack  by  the  enemy  occupied  our  whole 
available  force  until  dark,  and  compelled  us  to  rest  with  the  success  already 
gained.  After  dark  the  troops  intrenched  their  position  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night. 

BATTLE  OF  THE  16TH. 

In  the  night  of  the  15th  I  waited  upon  the  major  general  commanding  at  hu 
headquarters,  and  received  his  orders  for  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the  foUowmg 
day.  Our  operations  during  the  15th  had  swung  the  right  and  right  centre 
forward  so  that  the  general  direction  of  the  line  was  nearly  perpendicular  to  that 
before  the  attack,  only  the  right  was  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  and  was  there- 
fore much  exposed.  Apprehensive  that  the  enemy,  instead  of  retreating  during 
the  night,  would  mass  and  attack  our  right  in  the  morning,  I  requested  that  a 
division  of  infantry  be  sent  to  re-enforce  the  right,  which  was  ordered  accordingly 
from  Major  General  Smith's  command.  In  response  to  this  order  General  Smith 
sent  five  regiments  and  a  battery,  (about  1,600  men,)  which  were  put  in  reserve 
near  the  right.  In  the  morning  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  still  held  his  })osition 
in  our  front,  of  which  the  hill  in  front  of  General  Couch  was  the  key,  and  had 
thrown  up  considerable  brea^Htworks  during  the  night.  He  had  also  increased  the 
force  on  his  left  during  the  night,  and  continued  to  mass  troops  during  the  early 
part  of  the  day.  During  the  morning,  therefore,  our  operations  were  limited  to 
preparations  for  defence  and  co-operation  with  the  cavalry  which  was  operating 
to  strike  the  Granny  White  pike  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  About  noon  the  troops 
on  my  left  (Generals  Smith  and  Wood)  having  advanced  and  come  in  contact 
with  the  enemy  in  his  new  position,  the  enemy  again  withdrew  from  his  left  a 
considerable  force  to  strengthen  his  right  and  centre,  when  I  ordered  G<"nerl 
Cox  to  advaacei  in  Goujonction  with  the  cayalij,  and  endeavor  to  carry  a  hijgh 
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wooded  hill  beyond  the  flank  of  the  enemy's  intrenched  line  and  overlooking 
the  Granny  White  pike.  The  hill  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  considerable 
force,  but  was  not  intrenched.  My  order  was  not  executed  with  the  promptness 
or  energy  which  I  had  expected,  yet  probably  with  as  much  as  I  had  reason  to 
expect,  considering  the  attenuated  character  of  General  Cox's  line,  and  the  great 
distance  and  rough  ground  over  which  the  attacking  force  had  to  move.  The 
hill  was,  however,  carried  by  General  Wilson's  cavalry,  (dismounted,)  whose 
gallantry  and  energy  on  that  and  other  occasions  which  came  under  my  observa- 
tions cannot  be  too  greatly  praised.  Almost  simultaneously  with  this  attack  on 
the  extreme  right  the  salient  hill,  in  front  of  General  Couch,  was  attacked  and 
carried  by  General  Smith's  troops,  supported  by  a  brigade  of  General  Couch's 
division,  and  the  fortified  hill  in  front  of  Geneml  Cox,  which  constituted  the 
extreme  flank  of  the  enemy's  intrenched  line,  was  attacked  and  carried  by 
Colonel  Dooliltle's  brigade  of  General  Cox's  division,  the  latter  capturing  eight 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  two  to  three  hundred  prisoners.  These  several  successes, 
gained  almost  simultaneously,  resulted  in  a  complete  rout  of  the  enemy.  The 
cavalry  had  cut  off  his  line  of  retreat  by  the  Granny  White  pike,  and  such  of 
his  as  were  not  captured  on  the  line  could  only  escape  by  climbing  the  Brent- 
wood hills.  It  is  believed  all  of  the  artillery  along  the  left  and  centre  of  the 
enemy's  line  fell  into  our  hands.  Our  troops  continued  the  pursuit  across  the 
valley  and  into  the  Brentwood  hills,  when  darkness  compelled  them  to  desist, 
and  they  bivouacked  for  the  night.  During  the  operations  of  the  15th  and  16th 
our  troops  behaved  with  their  accustomed  gallantry,  and  even  more  than  their 
ordinary  enthusiasm,  attacking  almost  inaccessible  heights  crowned  by  breast- 
works, and  covered  by  numerous  artillery,  with  a  confidence  which  presented  a 
most  striking  contrast  to  the  feeble  and  spiritless  resistance  offered  by  the  already 
demoralized  enemy.  The  losses  of  the  23d  corps,  during  the  15th  and  16th, 
amounted  to  only  nine  killed,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  wounded,  and  none  mis- 
sing. The  division  and  brigade  commanders  displayed  their  usual  high  qualities  of 
gallantry  and  skill.  Brigadier  General  J.  A.  Cooper,  commanding  first  brigade 
second  division,  is  specially  worthy  of  mention  for  gallantry  in  leading  the  assault 
on  the  15th.  The  officers  of  my  staff  were  then,  as  always,  active ^nd  efficient, 
discharging  every  duty  with  honor  and  credit.  The  commandmg  general's 
orders  for  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  placed  my  corps  in  rear  of  the  entire  anny, 
and  the  main  portion  of  its  trains.  I  wad  therefore  able  to  do  no  more  than  follow 
slowly  in  rear  from  the  17th  until  the  26th,  when  I  was  ordered  to  halt  at 
Columbia,  my  troops  not  being  needed  in  advance. 

On  the  30th  I  received  the  order  of  the  commanding  general  announcing  that 
the  rebel  army  had  been  driven  entirely  across  the  Tennessee  river,  and  ordering 
the  pursuit  to  cease.  I  enclose  herewith  report  of  Brigadier  General  J.  D.  Cox, 
commanding  (temporarily)  23d  army  corps,  of  the  operations  during  the  retreat 
from  Pulaski,  including  the  battle  of  Franklin,  and  the  reports  of  his  subordinate 
commanders ;  also,  the  reports  of  Generals  Couch  and  Cox,  of  the  operations  of 
their  divisions  during  the  battles  of  December  15th  and  16th,  incluaing  lists  of 
killed  and  wounded.  No  report  has  yet  been  received  from  Major  General 
Stanley,  (he  being  absent,  wounded,)  of  the  operations  of  the  4th  corps  while 
the  troops  in  the  field  were  under  my  command.  The  numbers  of  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  furnished  by  the  division  commanders,  are  embraced  in  my  report 
of  the  battle  of  Franklin. 

I  also  append,  hereto,  copies  of  orders  and  correspondence  relative  to  operations 
of  the  troops  under  my  command,  which  «ire  made  part  of  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major  General. 

Brigadier  General  Wm.  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
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Report  of  the  services  of  the  ith  army  corps  from  the  time  of  ieparating  from 
General  Sherman's  army  at  Gaylesvtlle,  Alabama^  to  and  including  the 
battle  of  Franklin,  Tennessee. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

HuntsviJh,  Ala,,  February  2»5,  1865. 

About  the  let  of  October  it  was  first  known  that  the  rebel  armj,  under  Hood, 
bad  crossed  the  Chattahoochee,  and  was  moving  north  upon  the  railroad  to 
Chattanooga. 

On  the  3d  the  4th  corps  moved  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  army,  being  the  leading 
corps  of  our  army.  The  route  in  following  Hood  took  us  first  to  Marietta,  thence 
via  Pine  Top  and  Lost  mountain  to  Alatoona  and  Kingston,  from  Kingston  to 
Rome,  when,  finding  that  Hood  had  struck  the  railroad  north  of  Resaca,  the 
corps  marched  to  Resaca,  and  the  14th  corps  crossed  Rocky  Face  mountain  just 
north  of  Snake  Creek  gap,  compelling  the  enemy  to  relinquish  his  hold  on  thai 
pass.  Our  course  following  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  led  us  through  Siiip's  gap 
and  down  the  Chatooga  valley  to  GaylcsviUe,  Alabama.  The  marching  was 
severe,  but  in  the  entire  campaign,  though  the  enemy  could  be  seen  on  two  oc- 
casions from  the  mountains,  1  do  not  know  that  a  gun  in  the  corps  was  fired  at 
the  enemy.  We  were  lying  quietly  in  the  valley  of  the  Chattanooga  gathering 
our  subsistence  and  forage  from  the  country,  when,  upon  the  26th  of  October,  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  down  the  Coosa,  confirmed  the 
reports  we  had  received  that  Hood's  entire  army  had  moved  off  towards  the 
Tennessee  river.  On  the  same  day  I  received  Spcci  J  Field  Orders  No.  104, 
directing  me  to  move  the  entire  corps,  sick  included,  via  Alpine  and  Winston's 
gaps,  to  Chattanooga  or  Bridgeport,  as  circumstances  might  require.  It  was 
thought  I  would  receive  instructions  on  the  way  from  General  Thomas.  The 
second  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  G.  D.  Wagner,  which  had 
been  detached  and  at  Chattanooga,  joined  at  Alpine. 

On  the  28th  the  corps  reached  Lafayette,  General  Grose's  brigade,  of  the 
second  divi^on,  only  taking  the  route  via  Winston's,  on  account  of  the  very 
difficult  mountain  road. 

In  the  morning  of  the  29th  I  received  a  despatch,  via  Valley  Head,  from 
Major  General  Thomas,  in  Nashville,  directing  me  to  march  to  Stevenson. 
Orders  were  sent  to  General  Grose  to  cross  Sand  mountain  to  Bridgeport,  and 
the  main  body  of  the  corps,  the  same  evening,  reached  the  vicinity  of  Chatta- 
nooga. A  despatch  from  General  Thomas  was  received  in  the  evening,  direct- 
ing the  corps  to  move  along  the  railroad,  to  be  picked  up  by  cars  as  they  could 
be,  and  to  move  to  Huntsville  or  Athens  as  early  as  possible.  Upon  consulta- 
tion with  Mr.  Tindall,  the  railroad  superintendent  at  Chattanooga,  it  was  found 
that,  owing  to  the  superior  facilities  for  loading  troops  at  Chattanooga,  the  corps 
could  be  sooner  embarked  at  that  point.  General  Wood's  division  (the  third) 
were  all  started  before  noon ;  no  artillery  or  transportation  was  taken ;  officers' 
horses  only  were  transported.  A  despatch  was  received  from  Major  GrenenJ 
Thomas,  directing  me  to  march  to  Pulaski  upon  arrival  at  Athens,  unless  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  not  yet  crossed  the  Tennessee  river.  I  followed 
the  third  division  myself,  and  arrived  at  Athens  about  9  o'clock  the  morning  of 
31st.  Here  we  first  knew,  definitely,  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  at  Florence, 
by  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  General  Croxton,  forwarded  me  by  General  Gran- 
ger. A  despatch  was  also  received  from  General  Thomas,  at  12  m.,  directing 
Siat  the  leading  division  march  at  once  to  Pulaski  and  prepare  to  defend  that 
place ;  the  rest  of  the  corps  to  close  up  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  artillery  to 
come  by  railroad,  the  supply  train  to  march  by  Deckerd  and  Fayetteville.  About 
2  o'clock  p.  m.  I  left  Athens  with  the  third  division  for  Pulaski.  Just  as  I  was 
leaving  I  received  a  despatch  from  Brigadier  General  R.  S.  Granger,  saying  the 
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mand  of  Breckinridge  in  person,  followed  our  troops  as  they  moved  on  Wytlie- 
ville,  and  in  returning  General  Stoneman  met  them  at  Marion,  where  he  made  prep- 
arations to  give  Breckinridge  battle,  and  disposed  his  command  so  as  to  effect- 
ually assault  the  enemy  in  the  morning;  but  Breckinridge  retreated  during  the 
night,  and  was  pursued  a  short  distance  into  North  Carolina,  our  troops  capturing 
some  of  his  wagons  and  caissons.  General  Stoneman  then  moved  on  Saltville 
with  his  entire  command,  capturing,  at  that  place,  eight  (8)  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  two  (2)  locomotives,  and  quite 
a  number  of  horses  and  mules.  The  extensive  salt  works  were  destroyed 
by  breaking  the  kettles,  filling  the  wells  with  rubbish,  and  burning  the  build- 
ings. This  work  accomplished,  General  Stoneman  returned  to  Knoxville,  accom- 
panied by  General  Gillem's  command,  General  Burbridge  proceeding  to  Ken- 
tucky, by  way  of  Cumberland  gap.  The  country  marcned  over  was  laid 
waste  to  prevent  its  being  used  again  by  the  enemy ;  all  mills,  factories, 
bridges,  &c.,  being  destroyed.  The  command  had  everything  to  contend  with, 
as  far  as  the  weather  and  roads  were  concerned,  yet  the  troops  bore  up  cheerfully 
throughout,  and  made,  each  twenty -four  hours,  an  average  march  of  42^  miles. 
The  pursuit  of  Ilood's  retreating  army  was  discontinued  by  my  main  forces 
on  the  29th  December.  On  reaching  the  Tennessee  river,  however,  a  force  of 
cavalry  numbering  six  hundred  men,  made  up  from  detachments  of  the  fifteenth 
Pennsylvania,  second  Michigan,  tenth,  twelvth,  and  thirteenth  Indiana  regiments, 
under  command  of  Colonel  W.  J.  Palmer,  fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  operating 
with  Steedman's  column,  started  from  Decatur,  Alabama,  in  the  direction  of 
Hood's  line  of  retreat  in  Mississippi.  The  enemy's  cavalry,  under  lloddy,  was 
met  at  Leighton,  with  whom  Colonel  Palmer  skirmished,  and  pressed  back  in 
small  squads  towards  the  mountains.  Here  it  was  ascertained  that  Hood's 
trains  passed  through  Leighton  on  the  28th  of  December,  and  moved  off  towards 
Columbus,  Mississippi.  Avoiding  the  enemy's  cavalry,  Colonel  Palmer  left 
Leighton  on  the  Slst  of  December,  moved  rapidly  via  Lagrange  and  Russell- 
ville  and  by  the  Cotton  Gin  road,  and  overtook  the  enemy's  pontoon  train,  con- 
sisting of  two  hundred  (200)  wagons  and  seventy-eight  (78)  pontoon  boats, 
when  ten  miles  out  from  Russellville.  This  he  destroyed.  Having  learned  of  a 
large  supply  train  on  its  way  to  Tuscumbia,  Colonel  Palmei  started  on  the  1st 
of  January  towards  Aberdeen,  Mississippi,  with  a  view  of  cutting  it  off,  and 
succeeded  in  surprising  it  about  10  p.  m.  on  the  same  evening,  just  over  the  line 
in  Mississippi.  The  train  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  ten  wagons  and  l^ve 
hundred  mules,  the  former  of  which  were  burned,  and  the  latter  sabred  and  shot. 
Returning  via  Tall  Gate,  Alabama,  and  on  the  old  military  and  Hackburg  roads, 
the  enemy,  under  Roddy,  Biffles,  and  Russell,  was  met  near  Russellville  and 
along  Bear  creek,  while  another  force,  under  Armstrong,  was  reported  to  be  in 
pursuit  of  our  forces.  Evading  the  force  in  his  front  by  moving  off  to  the  right 
under  cover  of  the  darkness,  Colonel  Palmer  pushed  for  Moulton,  and  coming  upon 
Russell  when  within  twelve  miles  of  Moulton,  and  near  Thorn  Hill,  attacked  him 
unexpectedly,  utterly  routing  him  and  capturing  some  prisoners,  besides  burning 
five  wagons.  The  command  then  proceeded  to  Decatur  without  molestation, 
and  reached  that  place  on  the  6th  of  January,  after  a  march  of  over  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles.  One  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  were  captured,  and  nearly 
one  thousand  stand  of  ai'ms  destroyed.  Colonel  Palmer's  loss  was  one  killed  and 
two  wounded. 

General  Hood,  while  investing  Nashville,  had  sent  into  Kentucky  a  force  of 
cavalry,  numbering  about  eight  hundred  men,  and  two  guns,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Lyon,  with  instructions  to  operate  against  our  rail- 
road communication  with  Louisville.  McCook's  divi:<ion  of  cavalry  was  de- 
tached on  the  14th  of  December,  and  sent  to  Bowling  Green  and  Franklin  to  protect 
the  road.  After  capturing  Hopkinsville  Lyon  was  met  by  La  Grange's  brigade  near 
Greeiibury,  and  after  a  sharp  fight,  was  thrown  into  conf  Uf?ion,  losing  one  gun,  some 
prisoners  and  wagons.    The  enemy  succeeded,  however,  by  making  a  wide  de- 
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but  were  easily  driven  off  by  a  regiment  of  infantry,  commanded  by  Colond 
Knefler. 

During  the  24th  and  25th  a  very  strong  and  complete  set  of  earthworks  were 
constructed,  but  the  line  being  very  long,  and  leaving  no  disposable  troop?  after 
properly  occupying  it,  two  divisions  of  the  corps  were  withdrawn  from  it,  on  the 
night  of  the  2oth,  to  occupy  a  short  and  interior  line,  leaving  General  Wood'a 
division  to  hol^the  front  line  formerly  held  by  the  entire  corps;  Cox's  division 
of  the  23d  corps  at  the  same  time  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  Duck  river,  and 
General  Ruger  commenced  the  construction  of  a  bridge-head.  The  enemy  un- 
doubtedly deployed  their  whole  force  upon  our  front,  and  they  made  seveml  at- 
tacks upon  our  pickets,  but  it  became  evident,  very  soon,  that  Hood  was  mov- 
ing to  the  east,  and  most  likely  with  a  view  of  crossing  Duck  river  above  u«. 
The  intention  of  the  enemy  became  so  apparent  that  it  was  determined  to  cross 
the  entire  of  our  force  to  the  north  bank  of  Duck  river.  The  night  of  the  26th 
orders  were  given  accordingly,  but  the  night  was  so  dark,  and  the  rain  poured 
down  so,  that  no  progress  could  be  made  crossing  the  artillery,  and  at  midoight 
the  movement  was  given  up  and  the  artillery  replaced  in  position. 

During  the  night  of  the  27 ih  the  withdrawal  to  the  north  side  of  the  river 
was  made  very  successfully,  the  pickets  leaving  the  outside  line  and  following 
back  to  the  first  line  of  works  at  7  o'clock,  and  remaining  one  hour,  when  thej 
fell  back  to  the  interior  line,  abandoned  by  the  troops  holding  that  line,  until 
near  daylight.  The  fort  and  magazine  were  fired,  but  the  destruction  was  not 
very  complete. 

The  morning  of  the  28th  we  occupied  the  high  ground  immediately  north  of 
Duck  river,  from  below  the  railroad  bridge  to  about  a  mile  above  Columbia; 
the  railroad  and  pontoon  bridges  had  been  destroyed,  and  the  enemy  could  he 
seen  in  full  view  across  the  river.  The  troops  were  employed  on  the  2Sth  in 
strengthening  their  position  on  the  north  bank  of  Duck  river.  One  brigade 
(Whittaker's)  was  sent  back  to  Rutherford's  creek  to  protect  all  trains  of  the 
army  parked  near  the  crossing,  on  the  Franklin  pike.  About  3  p.  m.  it  was 
learned  that  Forrest's  cavalry  had  driven  Colonel  Capron's  brigade  of  cavalry 
to  the  north  bank  of  Duck  river  eleven  miles  above,  and  that  the  rebel  cavalry 
had  effected  a  crossing  to  the  same  side.  Later  in  the  evening  the  pickets  of 
Wood's  division  reported  the  enemy  crossing  cavalry  at  Hughes's  mills,  five  milea 
above  Columbia.  A  reconnoissance,  sent  after  dark,  failed  to  find  the  enemy, 
but  early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  General  Wilson  sent  word  that  the  enemy 
had  laid  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Hughes's  mills. 

At  8  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  29th  I  started  to  Spring  Hill  with  the  first  and 
second  divisions,  all  the  artillery  that  could  be  spared,  and  all  trains  and  ambu- 
lances to  follow.  The  same  time  Colonel  Post's  brigade,  of  Wood's  division, 
was  sent  up  the  river,  and  soon  sent  back  word  that  the  enemy  was  crossing 
infantry  and  wagons,  and  moving  off  rapidly  to  the  north  and  parallel  to  the 
turnpike.  It  being  apprehended  that  the  enemy  might  make  a  flank  attack 
upon  the  position  of  our  troops  between  Duck  river  and  Rutherford  creek,  the 
first  division.  General  Kimball  commanding,  was  halted  and  took  up  position  to 
cover  the  crossing  of  the  creek.  At  half  past  11  o'clock  the  head  of  the  second 
division  was  within  two  miles  of  Spring  Hill.  A  cavalry  soldier,  who  seemed  to 
be  badly  scared,  was  met  here,  who  stated  that  a  scout  had  come  in  from  the  di- 
rection of  Raleigh  Hill  and  reported  that  Buford's  division  of  rebel  cavalrj*  was 
haj^f-way  between  Raleigh  Hill  and  Spring  Hill,  and  on  the  march  for  the  latter 
place.  The  second  division  was  pushed  on,  and  attracted  by  the  firing  east  of 
the  village,  double-quicked  into  the  place,  and  deploying  the  leading  brigade  aa 
they  advanced,  drove  off  a  force  of  tne  enemy's  cavalry,  which  was  driving  our 
small  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  and  would  have  soon  occupied  the  town. 
General  Wagner  waa  otd^iei.  Xo  da^lcvy  his  division  at  once;  Opdyke's  and 
Loue's  brigades  to  covei  aa  mu^^  «k^^<i^^w3L\,^^'sr^^a^^^A^Q>3id  ^«rve  to  park 
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the  trains ;  General  Bradley's  brigade  was  sent  to  occupy  a  wooded  knoll  about 
three- Quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  the  pike,  and  which  commanded  the  approaches 
from  that  direction.  Up  to  this  time  it  was  thought  we  had  only  cavalry  to 
contend  with,  but  a  general  officer  and  his  staff  was  seen  reconnoitring  our  posi- 
tion, at  whom  we  sent  some  complimentary  shells,  and  very  soon  afterwards 
Genei-al  Bradley  was  assailed  by  a  force,  which  the  men  said  fought  too  well  to  be 
any  dismounted  cavalry.  I  received  General  Schofield's  despatch  about  the  same 
time,  telling  me  that  the  rebels  had  been  crossing  the  river,  and  leaving  no  doubt 
but  that  we  now  confronted  a  superior  force  of  rebel  infantry.  About  the  same 
time  an  attack  was  made  upon  a  small  wagon  train,  composed  of  some  pressed 
,  wagons,  which  had  passed  on,  by  rebel  cavalry  at  Reynold's  station,  three  miles 
towards  Fi-anklin,  and  simultaneously  the  rebel  cavalry  appeared  west  of  us, 
and  threatened  the  railroad  station  of  Spring  Hill.  Thus  we  were  threatened 
and  attacked  from  every  direction,  and  it  was  impossible  to  send  any  re-enforce- 
ments to  Bradley's  brigade,  which  had  become  quite  severely  engaged,  lest,  in 
80  doing,  we  should  expose  the  train  and  artillery  park  to  destruction.  The 
enemy  made  two  assaults  on  Bradley's  position,  and  were  severely  handled  and 
repulsed,  but  finding  his  flank  the  third  time,  they  overlapped  him  on  his  right, 
and  the  general  at  the  time  receiving  a  severe  wound  while  encouraging  his  men, 
his  brigade  was  driven  back  to  the  outskirts  of  the  village,  where  we  rallied  them 
and  again  formed  them  in  line.  The  enemy  attempted  to  follow  up  his  advan- 
tage, but  coming  across  the  cornfield  towards  the  village  they  fell  under  the  fire 
of  at  least  eight  (8)  pieces  of  artillery,  at  good  range  for  spherical  case  shot,  and 
received  a  fire  in  the  flank  from  a  section  of  a  battery  which  had  been  placed  on 
the  pike  south  of  the  village.  A  part  of  the  rebel  force  making  the  chaige  fled 
to  their  rear,  and  a  portion  ran  down  into  a  ravine  between  their  own  and  our 
lines  and  concealed  themselves  in  the  bed  of  the  small  stream,  neither  able  to 
crawl  forward  nor  go  back  until  nightfall.  This  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when 
night  fell.  General  Bradley's  brigade  had  lost  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  We  now  know  that  the  enemy  lost,  according 
to  the  statement  of  one  of  their  surgeons  who  was  on  the  field,  five  hundred  men. 
Our  greatest  loss  was  in  the  disabling  of  so  intrepid  an  officer  as  General  Bradley. 
As  night  closed  we  could  see  the  enemy  rapidly  extending  his  lines,  and  by  8 
o'clock  it  was  evident  that  at  least  a  corps  of  Hood's  army  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  facing  the  turnpike,  and  at  a  near  distance  of  but  little  mi)re  than 
half  a  mile  from  it.  General  Schoficld  arrived  from  Columbia  at  7  o'clock  in 
the  evening  with  Ruger's  division ;  he  found  the  enemy  on  the  pike,  and  had 
quite  a  skirmish  in  driving  them  off.  My  pickets  had  reported  seeing  rebel 
columns  passing  east  of  our  position  as  if  to  get  possession  of  the  hills  at  Thomp- 
son's stiition,  and  the  anxious  question  arose  whether  we  could  force  our  way 
through  to  Franklin.  It  was  determined  to  attempt  this,  and  General  Schofield 
pushed  on  with  Ruger's  division  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  affairs.  He  found 
that  the  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  hold  the  road.  It  was  now  11  o'clock  at  night, 
and  Cox's  division  had  just  arrived  from  in  front  of  Columbia.  The  division 
pushed  on  at  once  for  Franklin.  From  a  rebel  officer,  captain  and  adjutant 
general  of  Cleburn's  division,  we  learned  that  it  was  his  division  of  the  rebel 
army  we  had  been  fighting.  Wood's  division  of  the  4th  corps  arrived  just  after 
Cox.  The  enemy's  Hikirmij^hers  fired  into  the  column  frequently,  and  stampeded 
a  new  regiment  which  had  just  joined  the  day  before,  but  instructions  were  sent 
to  push  on  and  not  get  into  a  fight  if  the  enemy  kept  off  the  road,  and  in  half 
an  hour  after  General  Wood's  division  arrived.  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  meeting 
the  head  of  General  Kimball's  column,  which  got  through  with  some  skirmish- 
ing. So  close  was  the  enemy  on  our  flank,  that  when  a  column  was  not  passing 
it  was  difficult  for  a  staff  officer  or  an  orderly  to  get  through  on  the  road« 
General  Cox's  division  was  out  of  the  way,  and  the  train  commenced  to  pvaS^ 
oat  at  1  o'clock  the  morning  of  the  30th,     The  number  of  wagons,  inclu^'^''^^ 
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artillery  and  ambulances,  was  about  eigbt  hundred.  At  the  very  starthig 
point  they  had  to  pass  singly  over  a  bridge,  and  it  was  exceedingly  doubv 
ful  whether  the  train  could  be  put  on  the  road  by  daylight.  Unless  this 
could  be  done,  and  the  corps  put  in  motion,  we  were  sure  of  being  attacked, 
and  of  being  compelled  to  fight  under  every  disadvantage.  I  was  strongly 
advised  to  bum  the  train,  and  move  in  with  the  troops  and  such  wagons  as 
could  be  saved,  but  I  determined  to  make  an  eflfort  to  save  the  train.  My 
staff  officers  were  busily  engaged  in  hurrying  up  the  teamsters,  and  every- 
thing promised  well,  when  we  were  again  thrown  into  despair  by  the  report  that 
the  train  was  attacked  north  of  Thompson's  station,  and  that  the  whole  train 
had  stopped.  It  was  now  3  o'clock  in  the  morning.  General  Kimball  wm 
directed  to  push  on  with  the  first  division  and  clear  the  road  ;  General  Wood's 
division,  which  had  deployed  in  the  night  north  of  Spring  Hill,  and,  facing  the 
east,  had  covered  the  road,  was  directed  to  move  on,  keeping  off  the  road  and 
on  the  right  flank  of  the  train;  and  General  Wagner's  division,  although 
wearied  by  the  fighting  of  the  day  before,  was  detailed  to  bring  up  the  reaL 
Before  Kimball's  division  could  reach  the  point  at  which  the  train  was  attacked, 
Major  Steele,  of  my  staff,  had  gotten  up  a  squad  of  our  stragglers  and  driven  off 
the  rebels  making  the  attack ;  they  had  succeeded  in  burning  about  ten  wagons. 
The  train  moved  on  again,  and  about  5  o'clock  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing the  last  wagon  pass  the  small  bridge.  The  entire  corps  was  on  the  road  before 
daylight.  The  rebel  cavalry  was  in  possession  of  all  the  hills  to  our  right  and 
made  numerous  demonstrations  on  our  flank,  but  were  easily  driven  off  by  General 
Wood's  skirmishers,  and  when,  finally,  a  section  of  Canby's  battery  unlimbered 
and  threw  a  few  shells  into  them,  the  rebel  cavalrymen  disappeared  and  troubled  ns 
no  more.  Colonel  Opdyke's  brigade  formed  the  rear-guard  and  rendered  excel- 
lent service,  skirmishing  all  the  way  with  the  rebel  force  following  us,  and 
forcing  our  stragglers  and  lame  men  (of  whom  there  were  many)  to  make 
a  final  effort  to  reach  Franklin.  General  Kimball's  division  reached  Frank- 
lin soon  after  9  o'clock,  and  took  up  position  on  the  left  of  the  23d  corps, 
the  right  flank  of  the  division  resting  on  the  Harpeth,  below  Franklin.  The 
line  selected  by  General  Schofield  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
enclosed  Franklin,  resting  the  flanks  upon  the  river,  above  and  below  the  town. 
The  trains  were  all  crossed  over  to  the  north  side  of  the  Harpeth.  Wood's 
division  was  also  crossed  and  posted  to  watch  the  fords  below  the  place.  Col- 
onel Opdyke  reached  the  heights,  two  miles  south  of  Franklin,  at  12  m.  He 
was  directed  to  halt  on  the  hills  to  observe  the  enemy ;  Croxton's  brigade  of 
cavalry  was  steadily  pushed  back  by  the  enemy's  infantry  column  on  the  Lewi»- 
burg  pike,  and  at  1  o'clock  General  Wagner  reported  heavy  columns  of  infantry 
approaching  on  the  Columbia  and  Lewisburg  pikes.  General  Wagner  was 
instructed  to  fall  back  before  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  observing  them.  About 
the  same  time  word  was  received  that  the  rebels  were  trying  to  force  a  crossing 
at  Hughes's  ford,  two  miles  above  Franklin.  From  1  o'clock  until  4  in  the 
evening  the  enemy's  entire  force  was  in  sight,  and  forming  for  attack ;  yei, 
in  view  of  the  strong  position  we  held,  and  reasoning  from  the  former  course  of 
the  rebels  during  this  campaign,  nothing  appeared  so  improbable  as  that  they  would 
assault.  I  felt  so  confident  in  this  belief  that  I  did  not  leave  General  Schofield's 
headquarters  until  the  firing  commenced.  About  4  o'clock  the  enemy  advanced 
with  his  whole  force,  at  least  two  corps,  making  a  bold  and  persistent  assault 
which  upon  part  of  the  line  lasted  forty  minutes.  When  Wagner's  divb'ion  fell 
back  from  the  heights  south  of  Franklin,  Opdyke's  brigade  was  placed  in  reserve 
in  rear  of  our  main  line  on  the  Columbia  pike;  Lane's,  and  Conrad's  brigades  we» 
deployed,  the  former  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  and  about  three 
hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the  main  line.  Here  the  men,  as  our  men  always  do, 
threw  up  a  barncaie  o^  laW^.  B^  -vlxoe^i  mistake  I  cannot  tell — it  certainly  was 
never  a  part  of  my  iiialnxc\\o\i^  \  \iu\.  ^^^^  \sn%^^\i3bAL  ^x^^sw.  ^om  GenenJ 
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Wagner  not  to  retire  to  the  main  line  until  forced  to  do  bo  by  the  fighting  of  the 
enemy.  The  consequence  was  that  the  brigades  stood  their  ground  until  the 
charging  rebels  were  almost  crossing  bayonets  with  them,  but  the  line  then  broke, 
Conrad's  brigade  first,  then  Lane*s,  and  men  and  officers  made  the  quickest  time 
&ey  could  to  our  main  line.  The  old  soldiers  all  escaped,  but  the  conscripts 
being  afraid  to  move  under  fire,  many  of  them  were  captured.  Conrad's  bri- 
gade entered  the  main  line  near  the  Columbia  pike ;  Colonel  Lane's  several 
naudred  yards  to  the  right  of  the  pike.  A  large  porportion  of  Lane's  men  came 
back  with  loaded  muskets,  and  turning  at  the  breastworks  they  fired  a  volley 
into  the  pressing  rebels,  now  not  ten  steps  from  them.  The  part  of  the  23d 
corps  stationed  in  the  works  for  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  or  four  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  right  of  the  Columbia  pike,  which  space  took  in  the  first 
Kentucky  and  sixth  Ohio  batteries,  broke  and  ran  to  the  rear  with  the  fugitives 
from  Conrad's  brigade.  To  add  to  the  disorder  the  caissons  of  the  two  batteries 
galloped  rapidly  to  the  rear,  and  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  breastworks  and 
in  possession  of  the  two  batteries,  which  they  commenced  to  turn  upon  us.  It 
was  at  that  moment  I  arrived  at  the  scene  of  disorder,  coming  from  the  town 
on  the  Columbia  pike.  The  moment  was  critical  beyond  any  I  have  known  in 
any  battle.  Could  the  enemy  hold  that  part  of  the  line,  he  was  nearer  our  two 
bridges  than  the  extremities  of  our  line.  Colonel  Opdyke^s  brigade  was  lying 
down  about  one  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  works.  I  rode  quickly  to  the 
left  regiment  and  called  to  them  to  charge,  at  the  same  time  I  saw  Colonel 
Opdyke  near  the  centre  of  his  line  urging  his  men  forward.  I  gave  the  colonel 
no  order,  as  I  saw  him  engaged  in  doing  the  very  thing  to  save  us,  namely, 
to  get  possession  of  our  line  again.  The  retreating  men  of  Colonel  Conrad's 
brigade,  and,  I  believe  the  men  of  the  23d  corps,  seeing  the  line  of  Opdyke's 
brigade  start  for  the  works,  conmienced  to  rally.  I  heard  the  old  soldiers 
call  out  '*  Come  on,  men,  we  can  go  wherever  the  general  can ; "  and  making 
a  rush,  our  men  immediately  retook  all  the  line  excepting  a  small  portion  just 
in  front  of  the  brick  house  on  the  pike.  A  force  of  the  rebels  held  out  at  this 
point,  and  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  supported  by  a  rebel  line  Mty  yards 
to  the  rear,  poured  in  a  severe  fire  upon  our  men.  So  deadly  was  the  fire 
that  it  was  only  by  the  most  strenuous  exertions  of  the  officers  that  our  men  could 
be  kept  up  to  the  line;  our  exertions,  however,  succeeded,  and  in  twenty 
minutes  our  front  was  comparatively  free  of  rebels,  who  fell  back  to  the  posi- 
tion formerly  held  by  the  two  brigades  of  the  second  division  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fight,  from  whence  they  kept  up  a  fire  until  midnight,  when 
we  withdrew.  Just  after  the  retaking  of  the  line  by  our  troops,  as  I  was  pass- 
ing towards  the  left  to  General  Cox's  position,  my  horse  was  killed,  and  no 
Booner  had  I  regained  my  feet  than  I  received  a  musket  ball  through  the 
back  of  the  neck.  My  wound  did  not  prevent  my  keeping  the  field,  and 
General  Cox  kindly  furnished  me  a  remount.  The  rapidity  of  the  firing  made 
it  very  difficult  to  keep  up  the  anmiunition.  The  train  being  some  tw^  miles 
distant,  on  the  road  to  Nashville,  when  the  battle  commenced,  our  greatest 
danger  at  one  period  of  the  battle  was  that  we  would  exhaust  our  ammunition. 
One  hundred  wagon  loads  of  ammunition,  artillery  and  musket  cartridges,  were 
expended  in  this  short  battle,  belonging  to  the  advance  train  of  the  4th  corps. 
This  train,  however,  supplied  in  great  part  the  wants  of  the  23d  corps. 
After  the  first  great  attack  and  repulse,  the  enemy  made  several  feeble  demon- 
strations, and,  until  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  formed  and  advanced  upon  the 
Columbia  pike  three  or  four  times.  I  think  these  movements  were  made  to 
keep  us  from  moving,  or  to  ascertain  the  very  moment  we  left.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  engagements  word  came  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  forced 
a  crossing  at  Hughes's  fords,  and  calling  upon  me  for  support  for  our  cavalry. 
General  Wood  was  directed  to  send  a  brigade,  and  General  Beatty's  brigj^^ 
had  started,  when  information  came  that  the  re-enforcements  would  not  be  nee^^^^- 
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General  Kimball's  division,  holding  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  had  compara- 
tively an  easy  thing  in  this  fight,  being  well  posted  behind  breastworks;  their 
volleys  soon  cleared  their  front  of  rebels.  One  brigade,  Colonel  Kirby's.  only 
had  the  opportunity  to  fire  one  volley — and  this  was  a  very  effective  one — at  a 
rebel  brigade,  which  endeavored  to  move  obliquely  across  our  front  to  gain  the 
right  bank  of  the  river.  It  having  been  determined  to  withdraw  the  troops  to 
Nashville,  they  were  directed  to  leave  the  line  at  midnight,  the  flanks  with- 
drawing first  and  simultaneously,  the  pickets  to  be  withdrawn  when  all  the 
troops  had  crossed.  Some  villain  came  very  near  frustrating  this  plan  by  firing 
a  house  in  Franklin ;  the  flames  soon  spread,  and  the  prospect  was  that  a  large 
fire  would  occur,  which  lighting  up  objects  would  make  it  impossible  to  move 
the  troops  without  being  seeu .  My  staff  officers  and  Greneral  Wood  found  an 
old  fire-engine,  and  getting  it  at  work  the  flames  were  soon  subdued,  and  the 
darkness  was  found  to  be  increased  by  the  smoke.  At  midnight  the  withdrawal 
was  made  successfully,  although  the  enemy  discovered  it,  and  followed  our 
pickets  up  closely.  General  Wood's  division  remained  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Harpeth  until  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  rear-guard,  destroying  the  bridges 
before  he  left.  The  enemy  indulged  in  a  furious  shelling  as  soon  as  they  found 
wo  had  left.  In  the  fight  of  the  day  before  their  artillery  had  not  come  up,  and 
but  two  batteries  were  used  upon  us.  These  two  batt;eries  threw  shells  into  the 
town  during  the  entire  fight.  The  march  was  continued  to  Nashville  without 
intenniption.  The  troops  made  a  short  halt  at  Brentwood  to  get  breakfast,  and 
to  allow  the  train  to  move  on.  Our  men  were  more  exhausted,  physically,  than 
I  have  seen  them  on  any  other  occasion. 

From  November  the  23d,  when  we  left  Pulaski,  until  arriving  at  Nashville, 
we  have  been  constantly  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy.  We  knew 
him  to  be  vastly  superior  to  us  in  numbers,  closelv  watching  to  attack. us  at  dis- 
advantage. With  us  both  mind  and  body  were  kept  at  full  stretch,  and  it  was 
only  by  night  marching  and  the  constant  use  of  intrenchments  that  we  could 
hope  to  save  ourselves.  Many  of  our  men  were  overtaxed  and  broke  down ; 
unable  to  travel  any  longer,  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  On  two 
occasions  the  enemy  was  very  near  obtaining  the  advantages  he  sought  of  us. 
The  first  was  when  Cox  drove  back  his  advance  just  about  entering  Columbia; 
the  second  and  greatest  escape  for  us  was  at  Spring  llill,  where,  with  a  whole 
corps  in  line  of  battle,  the  left  of  the  enemy  was  within  six  hundred  yards  of 
the  road.  They  allowed  all  our  army,  excepting  Wagner's  division,  which 
fought  them  during  the  day,  to  pass  them  with  impunity  in  the  night.  Uuon 
arriving  at  Nashville  I  turned  the  command  of  the  4th  corps  over  to  Brigadier 
GeneraJ  Thomas  J.  Wood,  and  took  advantage  of  a  leave  of  absence  on  account 
of  my  wounds. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  must  mention  the  distinguished  and  faithful  service 
rendered  by  some  of  the  officers  of  my  conmiand.  To  Brigadier  General  Thomas 
J.  Woo4  I  am  under  more  than  ordinary  obligations  for  advice,  and  for  his  suc- 
cess in  selecting  every  position  which  was  occupied  from  Pulaski  to  Franklin. 
To  General  Kimball,  who  commanded  the  first  division  up  to  Columbia,  to  Gen- 
eral Kimball  who  succeeded  him,  and  to  General  Wagner,  commanding  the 
second  division,  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  their  zeal  in  carrying  out  my 
plans  and  orders.  To  the  members  of  my  staff  much  is  due  for  the  cheerfiil  and 
thorough  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  constant  and  severe  duties  during 
the  campaign.  Colonel  J.  S.  Fullerton,  assistant  adjutant  general  and  chief  of 
staff,  Colonel  W.  H.  Greenwood,  inspector  of  the  corps.  Major  W.  H.  St.  Clair, 
assistant  adjutant  general,  Major  J.  W.  Steele,  aide-de-camp,  Captain  S.  J.  Fire- 
stone, acting  aide-de-camp,  Captain  L.L.  Taylor,  aide-de-camp :  all  were  most  zeal- 
ous in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Colonel  Greenwood's  duties  were  particu- 
larly important,  and  iVioxow^VvVy  i^U^Tided  to.  To  Captain  Lyman  Bridges,  chief 
ot  artillery,  Colonel  H.ayeft,^\iA!d  c!^'ax\fctmsA\fcT^'^\a^«vi5,T*R^    medical  di- 
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rector,  Captain  Ilodgden,  chief  commissary,  and  to  Captain  Tousley,  cLicf  of 
ambulance  corps,  and  Lientenant  Laubach,  quartermaster  at  corps  headquarters,  I 
am  much  indebted  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  respec- 
tive duties. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  will  mention  the  names  of  Colonel  Opdyke,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  Colonel  Conrad,  fifteenth 
Missouri  veteran  volunteers.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Arthur  Mc Arthur,  twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin  volunteers,  Captain  Morgan,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Captain 
Tinney,  of  General  Wagner's  staff,  as  some  of  the  officers  whom  I  knew,  and 
whom  I  saw  behave  most  gallantly  at  the  battle  of  Franklin.  Colonel  Opdyke  *8 
^laiit  services  on  that  occasion  I  have  before  noticed  in  a  communication  to 
department  headquarters.  Although  Brigadier  General  J.  D.  Cox  was  not  in 
my  command,  he  was  my  close  neighbor  in  the  battle  of  Franklin,  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  to  express  to  him  my  thanks  for  his  gallant  help  at  that  time. 
A  list  of  casualties  has  already  been  furnished.  A  recommendation  for  promo- 
tions will  be  forwarded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 

Major  General, 

Brigadier  General  W  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


Headquarters  4th  Army  Corps, 

Hunts vUht  Alabama,  January  10,  1865. 

General:  In  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  the  headquarters  depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland,  to  report  the  operations  of  the  corps  from  the  time  it 
was  detached  from  the  main  army  of  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  in 
the  latter  part  of  October,  to  its  arrival  at  Nashville  on  the  1st  December  iiltimo, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following : 

During  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  October  ultimo,  in  the  vicinity  of  Gaylesville, 
Alabama,  an  order  was  received  from  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding 
the  grand  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  directing  that  the  4th  corps  should 
proceed  to  Chattanooga,  and  stating  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  corps 
would  there  receive  instructions  from  Major  General  Thomas,  commanding  depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland,  regulating  its  future  movements.  By  rapid  marches, 
though  a  portion  of  the  road  was  exceedingly  heavy  from  the  recent  rains,  the 
corps  reached  Rossville,  four  miles  from  Chattanooga,  during  the  afternoon  of 
the  29th.     Here  it  encamped  for  the  night. 

During  the  night  of  the  29th  an  order  was  received  by  telegiaph  directing 
the  corps  to  proceed  by  railway  to  Athens,  Alabama. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  corps  moved  into  Chattanooga  to  take  the 
cars  So  soon  as  the  trains  could  be  got  ready  the  third  division  was  embarked, 
and  before  noon  all  the  sections  transporting  the  division  moved  out  of  Chatta- 
nooga and  proceeded  to  Athens,  where  it  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  31st. 

The  first  division  embarked  the  morning  of  the  Ist  November,  and  the  second 
divit»ion  as  soon  as  the  transportation  could  be  obtained  for  it.  The  instructions 
from  the  commanding  general  were  to  concentrate  the  corps  at  Athens,  with  an 
intimation  that  it  would  have  to  march  thence  to  Pulaski,  but  not  to  proceed  to 
the  latter  place  without  a  special  order  to  that  effect,  unless  it  should  be  learned 
satisfactorily  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  river,  and  was  moving  on  that 
place.  The  artillery  and  transportation  of  the  corps  were  ordered  to  follow  by 
the  way  of  Stevenson,  Winchester,  &c.,  and  a  brigade  of  the  first  division  was 
left  as  an  escort  to  convoy  them. 
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At  mid-day  on  tlie  Slst  of  October,  at  Athens,  instructions  were  received  from 
the  commanding  general  to  move  to  Pulaski  immediately.  The  third  diviaion 
being  the  only  portion  of  the  corps  which  had  arrived  at  Athens,  marched  that 
afternoon  ten  miles,  and  the  following  day,  November  1,  after  a  march  of  twenty- 
four  miles,  involving  the  passage  of  Elk  river,  reached  Pulaski. 

On  the  following  morning  preparations  were  commenced  for  putting  the  town 
in  defensible  condition.  General  Hatch's  cavalry,  which  had  arrived  there  the 
preceding  day,  was  despatched  to  the  Tennessee  river,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Florence,  to  co-operate  with  General  Croxton's  command,  already  in  that  region, 
in  gaining  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  to  retard  his  march 
should  he  cross  the  Tennessee  river  and  attempt  to  move  northward.  By  Sat- 
urday, the  5th  of  November,  the  three  divisions  of  the  corps,  less  the  brigade 
escorting  the  artillery  and  trains,  were  concentrated  at  Pulaski.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  an  elaborate  system  of  field-works  was  laid  out,  a  certain  portion 
assigned  to  each  division,  and  ground  was  immediately  broken  in  their  construc- 
tion. The  labor  was  vigorously  continued,  notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  until  the  works  were  completed,  and  when  completed  the  works 
were  impregnable.  The  4th  corps  could  have  easily  held  them  against  the  entire 
rebel  army  conmianded  by  General  Hood. 

The  trains  and  artillery  of  the  corps  reached  Pulaski  on  Saturday,  the  12th. 

On  the  following  day  the  several  batteries  were  assigned  their  position  in  the 
various  works.  The  information  received  from  the  cavalry  corroborated  the 
information,  which  had  been  previously  obtained,  that  the  enemy  was  in  force 
on  the  Tennessee  river,  and  was  preparing  to  advance.  The  vital  questions 
were,  what  route  would  he  take  and  where  would  the  blow  fall] 

On  the  13th  November,  Major  General  Schofield  arrived  at  Pulaski,  and  on 
the  14th  assumed  command  of  all  the  forces.  He  brought  with  him  a  portion 
of  the  23d  corps. 

The  information  received  from  the  14th  to  22d  stated  that  the  enemy  had  not 
only  crossed  the  river  in  heavy  force,  but  was  moving  northward. 

On  the  22d  it  was  satisfactorily  settled  that  he  was  moving  northward,  throagh 
Lawrenceburg,  towards  Pulaski. 

The  afternoon  of  the  22d  and  durmg  the  forenoon  of  the  23d  it  was  ascertained 
satisfactorily  that  the  bulk  of  the  enemy's  force  was  moving  northward  from 
Lawrenceburg.  Hence  the  remaining  two  divisions  of  the  corps,  the  fin«t  and 
third,  with  the  artillery  and  trains,  moved  to  Linnville  during  the  afternoon  of  that 
day.  Information  received  during  the  night,  at  Linnville,  indicated  that  the 
enemy  was  advancing  rapidly  on  Columbia,  and  would  probably  reach  that  place 
on  the  24th.     This  would  have  placed  him  between  as  and  Nashville. 

The  head  of  the  corps  moved  at  1  a.  m.  of  the  24th,  and  by  3  a.  m.  the  whole 
corps  was  in  motion.  By  a  rapid  march  the  two  leading  divisions  of  the  corps, 
the  second  and  third,  were  concentrated  at  Columbia,  and  in  position  by  12  m., 
having  marched  a  distance  of  twenty  miles.  They  had  been  preceded  by 
Cox's  division  of  the  23d  corps,  which  had  barely  arrived  in  time  by  turning 
westward,  some  two  or  three  miles  south  of  Columbia,  and  taking  position  on 
the  Mount  Pleasant  road,  to  prevent  the  head  of  the  enemy's  column  from  occu- 
pying Columbia  in  advance  of  our  forces.  When  the  corps  evacuated  Pulaski 
on  the  23d,  the  third  brigade  of  the  first  division.  Colonel  Waters,  eighty-fourth 
Illinois  volunteers,  commanding,  was  left  to  cover  the  rear.  This  service  was 
well  performed. 

The  afternoon  of  the  24th  November  was  spent  by  the  second  and  third 
divisions  in  throwing  up  strong  intrenchments.  The  first  division,  which  had 
marched  in  rear  of  the  train,  arrived  during  the  evening  and  went  into  position 
on  the  left  of  the  corps.     The  23d  corps  was  in  position  on  the  right. 

Friday,  the  25l\i,  l\ie  vioik  o^  mtt^iuching  was  continued,  and  by  nightfall 
a  fltroDg  line  of  woika  ^aa  ^om^\^\fe^,    kxi  ^c^y^^^x^k^si^^^s^  \^\a^  at  this  time 
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that  the  23d  corps,  occupying  the  right  of  our  intrenched  position,  would  not 
be  able  to  maintain  its  position  against  a  decided  assault ;  it  was  hence  deemed 
expedient  to  construct  an  interior  line  of  works  north  and  west  of  the  town. 
This  line  would  have  the  advantage  of  being  much  shorter,  and  of  occupying 
much  stronger  ground  than  the  exterior  line,  and  of  having  its  flanks  resting 
more  securely  on  Duck  river.  For  the  construction  of  the  interior  line,  the  first 
and  second  divisions  of  the  4th  corps,  and  all  of  the  23d  corps,  less  one  brigade, 
were  withdrawn  from  the  exterior  line.  The  third  division  was  left  to  hold  in 
the  exterior  line  the  entire  former  front  of  the  corps,  the  remainder  of  the  ex- 
terior line  having  been  held  by  a  brigade  of  the  23d  corps.  During  the  night 
of  the  25th  of  November  the  first  and  second  divisions  were  actively  employed 
constructing  the  interior  line,  and  the  dawn  of  the  26th  had  it  well  advanced 
toward*  completion. 

Just  before  daylight  on  the  26th  the  enemy  made  a  decided  assault  on  the 
pickets  on  and  adjacent  to  the  Pulaski  road.  He  succeeded  in  driving  back  the 
pickets  a  considerable  distance,  but  re-enforcements  being  promptly  brought  up 
the  en^my  was  in  turn  driven  back  and  the  picket  line  substantially  restored  to 
its  former  position.  It  terminated  in  an  aflkir  of  pickets,  and  would  scarcely 
have  deserved  an  official  mention,  (as  so  many  such  aflfairs  occur  in  an  active 
campaign)  were  it  not  that  we  have  to  lament,  in  connexion  with  it,  the  mortally 
wounding  and  subsequent  death  of  Captain  Greene,  forty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers, 
picket  officer  of  the  tirst  brigade,  third  division.  When  our  pickets  along  a 
part  of  the  front  of  his  brigade  were  driven  back,  he  rushed  out,  with  all  the 
gallantry  and  enthusiasm  of  his  soMierly  character,  to  the  front,  and  his  orders 
and  the  influence  of  his  example  succeeded  in  driving  back  the  enemy.  While 
he  was  so  engaged  he  received  a  wound  in  the  abdomen,  from  which  he  died  in 
twenty-four  hours  afterwards.  Uis  gallant  spirit  winged  its  way  to  join  the 
hosts  of  others  that  had  preceded  it,  victims  to  their  patriotic  devotion  to  their 
country.  No  further  effort  was  made  by  the  enemy,  so  long  as  our  force  occupied 
the  southern  bank  of  Duck  river,  to  molest  us.  During  the  26th  an  intimation 
was  communicated  that  the  forces  would  evacuate  Columbia  and  pass  to  the 
northern  bank  of  the  river  that  night,  the  movement  to  be  commenced  just  after 
nightfall.  Preparations  were  made  accordingly,  but  just  after  dark  instructions 
were  distributed  that  the  troops  would  remain  in  position,  and  that  the  evacua- 
tion would  not  take  place  until  the  following  night,  the  27th. 

Sunday,  27th,  was  a  dark,  dreary,  and  cheerless  day.  An  occasional  picket 
skirmish  broke  the  dull  monotony  of  the  day.  Tlie  transportation  of  the  corps 
and  its  reserve  artillery  were  passed  to  the  north  bank  of  the  river  during  the 
day.  At  5  p.  m.  the  artillery  was  withdrawn  from  the  exterior  lino  and  sent 
across  the  river.  At  7  p.  m.  the  infantry  of  the  corps  commenced  to  withdraw 
from  the  lines  and  prepare  to  cross  the  river.  The  third  division  led,  followed 
by  the  first,  then  the  second.  The  pickets  were  orden^d  to  remain  in  position 
for  half  an  hour  after  the  most  advanced  division.  The  third  commenced  to 
withdraw,  then  to  retire  quietly  to  the  exterior  line  of  works,  where  they  were 
to  remain  for  an  hour,  then  to  withdraw  to  the  interior  line,  where  they  were  to 
remain  till  midnight,  or  later,  should  the  passage  of  the  troops  over  the  river 
not  warrant  their  crossing  at  that  hour.  The  whole  operation  was  accomplished 
as  directed.  The  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  interrupt  the  movement.  After 
crossing  the  river  the  troops  bivouacked  till  daylight.  The  passage  of  the  river 
had  been  made  about  two  miles  below  the  towu.  After  the  passage  was  com- 
pleted, all  the  bridges  were  destroyed.  Shortly  after  daylight  of  the  28th  the 
corps  moved  up  the  river  and  took  position  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  river 
should  the  enemy  attempt  to  cross  it  near  the  town.  Intrenchments  were  at 
once  thrown  up,  and  pickets  and  outposts  were  judiciously  disposed  to  give  an 
early  intimation  of  the  movements  of  tl*  enemy.  Near  nightfall  of  the  28th  aw^ss^ 
evidences  were  received  that  the  enemy  was  crossing  the  river,  some  four  ws^^^'^ 
T26 
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above  our  left.  By  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  29tb,  thcBe  evidencea  were 
80  far  fiitrongthened  as  to  require  immediate  and  vigorous  action  to  prevent  our 
being  flanked  and  tiirned.  A  brigade,  the  second  of  the  third  division,  Colonel 
Post,  fifty-ninth  Illinois,  commanding,  was  ordered  to  make  a  reconnoiesance 
eastward  and  up  the  river  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  frequently  during  the  day  the  result  of  his  observations;  and  fur- 
ther, if  the  enemy,  after  crossing,  should  turn  westward  at  once,  with  a  vifw  to 
attacking  our  left  flank  in  the  position  we  then  occupied,  to  hold  him  in  check 
as  long  as  possible,  by  retreating  slowly,  and  contesting  the  ground  stubbornly. 
Orders  were  also  issued  for  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  the  4ih  corps,  wiili 
all  the  baggage  and  other  trains  of  the  entire  force  present  and  all  the  reserve 
artillery  to  commence  moving  to  the  rear  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  29th.  At  the  ap- 
pointed hour  the  movement  was  begun,  but  to  check  any  injmediate  movement 
of  the  enemy  to  the  left,  after  crossing  the  river,  the  first  division  was  stopped 
on  the  hills  on  the  south  bank  of  Rutherford's  creek.  'J'his  stream  is  an  affluent 
of  Duck  river,  and  is  crossed  by  the  turnpike  road  to  Franklin,  about  four  milea 
north  of  Columbia.  Frequent  reports  were  received  from  Colonel  Post  during 
the  day,  which  were  duly  reported  to  Major  General  Bchofield,  commanding  the 
forces  present,  showing  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  river  in  force,  and  was 
moving  northward  and  parallel  with  the  Columbia  and  Franklin  pikes  with  trains, 
&c.  The  second  division  of  the  4th  corps  moved  up  the  Franklin  pike  as  a 
convoy  to  the  trains  and  reserve  artillery  of  the  forces,  and  arrived  at  Spring 
Hill,  a  small  village  about  twelve  miles  north  of  Columbia.  At  12.30  p  m.,  aa 
the  head  of  the  division  approached  the  village,  it  was  perceived  that  a  regiment 
of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  previously  stationed  iu  that  vicinity,  and  which 
had  deployed  east  of  the  road,  were  being  forced  back  on  the  town.  The  first 
brigade  second  division.  Colonel  Opdyke,  was  immediately  deployed  into  order 
of  battle  east  of  the  road,  to  check  the  enemy,  which,  as  his  force  was  cavalry, 
was  easily  done.  So  soon  as  this  was  done  the  division  was  disposed  so  as  to 
cover  tlie  passage  of  the  trains,  and  the  reserve  artillery  by  the  village.  Opdyke'a 
brigade  was  pushed  northward  with  its  left  resting  on  the  turnpike  road ;  Colo- 
nel Lane's  brigade  was  formed  in  the  centre,  and  Brigadier  General  Bradley's 
brigade  was  formed  on  the  right,  with  its  right  slightly  refused,  but  not  suffi- 
cient to  rest  on  the  road.  Skirmishing  was  kept  up  durhig  the  afternoon,  without, 
however,  serious  result,  till  4.30  p.  m.  Then  the  enemy  appeared  in  front,  and 
on  the  flank  of  Bradley's  brigade  with  a  strong  infantry  force,  (it  was  Clebum's 
division,  Cheatham's  corps,)  and  made  a  vigorous  attack.  As  Bradley's  brigade 
was  heavily  outflanked  while  pressed  in  front,  it  was  forced  from  its  position, 
and  its  right  doubled  back  on  the  road  and  into  the  village.  A  few  prisoners 
were  captured  from  us,  including  the  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  brigade, 
but  the  heaviest  loss  was  in  the  serious  wounding  of  the  gallant  brigade  com- 
mander. Brigadier  General  L.  P.  Bradley.  While  nobly  attempting  to  stay  his 
brigade,  under  the  tremendous  assault  which  was  then  being  made  on  it,  he  re- 
ceived a  serious  wound,  (fortunately  for  the  country  and  the  military  service,  it 
was  only  a  flesh  wound,)  which  compelled  him  to  relinquish  command  of  hia 
brigade  and  leave  the  field.  He  was  succeeded  in  command  by  that  gallant 
soldier  and  useful  ofticer,  Colonel  Joseph  Conrad,  fifteenth  Wisconsin  volunteers. 
Fortunately  the  enemy  did  not  press  the  success  he  had  gained.  The  casualded 
of  the  second  division  amounted  to  some  three  himdred  and  fifty  killed  and 
wounded.  The  immense  trains  and  reserve  artillery  were  parked  iu  the  village 
of  Spring  Hill  and  protected  by  the  second  division,  crescent-shaped,  with  its 
convexity  eastward,  and  its  flanks  resting  on  the  road.  The  division  maintained 
its  defensive  position.  The^enemy,  encamped  a  short  distance  only  trom  the 
division,  did  not  renew  the  attack.  At  7  p.  m.  the  movement  of  withdrawing 
fiom  the  north  bank  of  Duck  river  was  commenced.  Cox's  division  of  the  2'M 
corps  led  off.    It  was  followed  by  the  third  division  of  the  4th  corps,  and  Imstly 
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came  up  the  first  division  of  the  4th  corps,  and  covered  the  retreat  to  Spnng 
Hill.  The  movement  to  Spring  Hill  was  protracted  and  much  drawn  out  by 
the  delay  in  Rutherford's  creek.  By  some  unfortunate  oversight  no  sufficient 
bridge  had  been  constructed,  and  the  troops  arriving  at  it  in  the  night  were  much 
delayed  in  crossing  it.  After  the  first  division,  followed  the  pickets.  The  head 
of  the  third  division  arrived  at  Spring  Hill  about  midnight,  passed  rapidly  and 
silently  through  the  village  and  took  post  about  a  mile  north  of  it,  forming  parallel  to 
the  road  and  east  of  it.  The  object  of  this  disposition  was  to  cover  the  movement  of 
the  trains  out  of  Spring  Hill  and  toward  Franklin.  Cox's  division,  of  the  23d 
corps,  had  already  moved  on  towards  Franklin  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  trains 
were  drawn  out  of  park  and  pushed  towards  Franklin.  While  this  work  was  in 
progress  the  first  division  came  up,  passed  rapidly  through  Spring  Hill,  and  moved 
on  as' a  convoy  to  the  trains.  It  was  necessary  to  move  the  troops  rapidly  and 
silently  through  Spring  Hill  to  avoid  a  night  attack  from  an  entire  corps  of  four 
divisions,  (Cheatham's,)  which  lay  encamped  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the 
road.  The  effect  of  a  night  attack  on  a  column  en  route  would  have  been,  beyond 
doubt,  most  disastrous.  The  embarrassment  of  the  situation  was  greatly  increased 
by  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  wagons,  artillery  carriages,  &c.,  which  had 
to  be  protected  and  quietly  withdrawn.  By  5  a.  m.  of  the  30th  the  whole  of  the 
trains  had  been  put  on  the  road,  and  the  rear  had  passed  a  mile  north  of  Spring 
Hill.  The  third  division  then  moved  out,  marching  east  of  the  road  a  short 
distance,  and  parallel  to  it,  as  a  cover  to  the  train.  The  second  division  fol- 
lowed the  third.  A  few  miles  north  of  Spring  Hill,  just  before  the  dawn,  the  rebel 
cavalry  made  a  dash  at  the  train,  but  was  promptly  repulsed  by  a  part  of  tli6 
division.  The  march  was  continued  without  further  interruption  till  about  7  a, 
m.,  when  the  rebel  cavalry  made  a  second  dash  at  the  train,  but  was  again 
quickly  repulsed  by  two  regiments  of  the  third  division,  deployed  as  skirmish- 
ers, aided  by  a  section  of  artillery.  Without  further  interruption  the  command 
continued  its  march  to  the  vicinity  of  Franklin.  Much  credit  is  due  to  Colonel 
Opdyke,  whose  brigade  brought  up  the  rear,  for  the  energetic  measures  he 
adopted  and  carried  out  to  get  forward  the  greatly  fatigued  and  wornout  men 
of  the  entire  command.  But  for  these  judicious  measures  many  weary  and  sore* 
footed  soldiers  would  inevitably  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Ref- 
erence is  made  to  Colonel  Opdyke's  report  for  more  minute  details.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Franklin  the  23d  corps  had  taken  position  in  the  suburbs  of  the  village, 
with  its  left  resting  on  the  river,  above  the  town,  and  its  right  extending 
across  and  west  of  the  turnpike  road.  The  first  division  of  the  4th  corps 
(Kimball's)  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  23d  corps,  with  its  right  flank 
resting  on  the  river,  below  the  town.  Intrenchments  were  at  once  thrown 
up  by  the  23d  corps  and  Kimball's  division  of  the  4th  corps.  The  third 
division  of  the  4th  corps  arrived  next,  and  was  ordered  to  cross  the  river  and 
take  post  on  the  north  side;  this  was  done.  Wagner's,  the  second  division, 
which  was  marching  in  rear,  was  ordered  to  halt  on  a  range  of  hills  nearly  two 
miles  south  of  the  town,  and  deploy  his  command  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check 
should  he  attempt  to  press  us.  In  the  mean  time  the  transportation  was  being 
passed  rapidly  across  the  river.  At  12  m.  Greneral  Wagner  reported  the  appear- 
ance of  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  in  his  front,  and  later  he  reported  that  the  enemy 
was  evidently  making  preparations  to  attack  him  in  force.  The  position  Gene- 
ral Wagner  then  held  was  entirely  too  extensive  to  be  covered  by  one  division, 
and,  as  the  country  was  open  on  both  flanks,  and  favorable  for  the  movemcijt 
of  troops,  the  position  could  be  readily  flanked.  Hence  General  Wagner  very 
judiciously  determined  to  retire  his  command  nearer  to  the  town.  He  posted 
his  two  briorades  (Conrad's  and  Lane's)  across  the  pike,  with  their  flanks  slightly 
refused,  about  a  third  of  a  mile  south  of  the  intrenched  position  of  the  23d  corps ; 
the  other  brigade  (Opdyke's)  was  sent  inside  of  our  main  works — sj^^asjs^ 
iortuuate   disposition  of  his  brigade,  as   the   sequel  of    this  narratvv*^  "«^^ 
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show.  Conrad's  and  Lane's  brigades  hastily  threw  up  wide  barricades 
to  protect  themselves  from  the  coming  storm.  Their  orders  were  to  maintain 
their  position  as  long  as  it  could  be  done  without  becoming  severely  engaged, 
and  then  retire  on  the  main  line.  At  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  vigorous  attack 
on  the  front  of  these  two  advanced  brigades,  threatening,  at  the  same  time,  their 
flanks  with  strong  columns.  Unwilling  to  abandon  their  position  so  long  aa 
there  was  any  probability  of  maintaining  it,  unfortunately  the  gallant  command- 
ers remained  in  front  too  long,  and,  as  a  consequence,  when  they  did  retire 
tlu'y  were  followed  so  closely  by  the  enemy  as  to  enter  the  works  through  tlie 
break  which  had  been  caused  by  the  burst  over  them  of  the  retiring  brigade. 
The  enemy  had  come  on  with  a  terrible  dash,  had  entered  our  intrenchments, 
and  victory  seemed  almost  within  his  grasp.  Our  line  had  been  broken  in  the 
centre,  two  four- gun  batteries  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  it 
seemed  that  it  was  only  necessary  for  him  to  press  the  advantage  he  had  gained 
to  complete  his  success.  But  at  this  critical  moment  the  gallant,  prompt,  and 
ready  Opdyko  was  at  hand,  calling  to  his  men  in  a  stentorian  tone  "  Forward  to 
the  lines,"  and  adding  example  to  command,  he,  with  his  bold  brigade,  with 
lowered  bayonets,  rushed  forward,  bore  the  exultant  enemy  back  over  our  in- 
tiench  ments,  recovered  the  lost  guns,  and  captured  near  four  hundred  prisoners. 
But  this  reverse  did  not  seem  to  discourage  the  enemy ;  it  seemed  rather  to  add 
to  his  deternii nation  and  increase  the  vigor  of  his  assaults.  On,  on  he  came, 
until  he  had  made  four  distinct  assaults,  each  time  to  be  hurled  back  with  heary 
loss.  So  vigorous  and  fierce  were  these  assaults  that  the  enemy  reached  the  ex- 
l;prior  slope  of  the  rude  hitrenchments,  and  hand-to-hand  encounters  occurred 
between  the  enraged  combatants  across  the  works,  and  between  the  assaults 
the  work  of  death  was  not  stopped.  The  undulations  of  the  grounds  are  such  as 
to  afford  good  protection  to  an  attacking  force.  Under  this  cover  the  enemy 
pressed  sharpshooters  as  near  our  lines  as  possible,  and  kept  up  a  most  galling 
fire.  While  these  vigorous  attacks  were  being  made  on  our  centre  and  left,  the 
right  head,  by  KimbalTs  divison,  also  fiercely  attacked  three  times,  all  of  which  aa- 
.  saults  were  handsomely  repulsed  with  comparatively  slight  loss  to  us,  but  with 
terrific  slaughter  of  the  enemy.  At  no  time  did  the  enemy  gain  any  advantage 
on  this  part  of  our  lines.  As  night  approached  the  enemy  desisted  from  bis 
fierce  assaults,  and  his  offensive  efforts  degenerated  into  a  sharp  skinuish  fire. 
Thus  terminated  (me  of  the  fiercest,  best  contested,  most  vigorously  sustained 
,  passages-at-arms  which  have  occurred  in  this  war.  1  am  sure  it  will  be  no  ex- 
aggeration to  estimate  the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  captured, 
at  6,000.     His  loss,  as  attested  by  the  despatches  of  his  commanding  general,  was 

particularly  heavy  in  general  officers — not  less  than killed, 

•  wounded,  and  captured.  After  the  conflict  was  over  the  ground  was  thickly 
Btrewn  with  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded.  Our  captures  amounted  to 
21  battle-tiags  and  stands  of  colors,  11  swords  and  sabres,  and  618  prison- 
ers, including  46  officers.  Our  casualties  amounted  to  5  officers  killed,  37 
wounded,  and  14  missing.  Enlisted  men  killed,  62;  wounded,  570  ;  mi:«s- 
ing,  680;  total  casualties,  1,368.  For  more  minute  details  of  this  inter- 
esting contest  I  must  refer  to  the  reports  of  division  and  brigade  command- 
ers, herewith  forwarded.  They  will  well  repay  perusal.  The  highest  com- 
mendation is  due  to  Brigadier  Generals  Kimball  and  NVagner,  commanding 
first  and  second  divisions  of  the  4tli  corps,  for  the  skilful  manner  in  which  they 
handled  their  commands,  and  for  personal  gallantry  displayed  in  trying  positiun.-*. 
The  division  commanders  unite  in  high  terms  of  praise  of  the  good  conduct  of 
their  brigade  commanders,  and  the  latter  of  the  soldierly  conduct  of  their  i*egi- 
meutal  commanders.  Among  so  many  who  not  only  did  their  duty  well  but 
nobly  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate  individual  officers  or  men  for  special  mention ; 
but  1  am  sure  il  w\\\  nol  \i^  dvt^med  invidious  if  I  signalize  Colonel  Emerson 
Opdyke,  oue  liuudici  aud  \.>Ncwv^^-^*(\\i  V!>\i\^  ^^\«N\fc^x^^  ^c^mmandiug  the  first 
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brigade^  second  division,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  G.  W.  Smith,  eighty-eighth  Illi- 
nois, commanding  his  regiment  in  Opdyke's  brigade,  whose  good  fortune  it  was,  on 
this  blood-stained  day,  the  30th  November,  1864.  to  render  the  most  important 
and  distinguished  service.     The  artillery  was  splendidly  served,  and  made  ter- 
rible havoc  in  the  enemy's  ranks  both  as  he  advanced  and  retired.     The  officers 
and  men  of  the  batteries  are  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  for  their  good  coiv 
duct.    When  the  enemy  had  temporarily  broken  centre,  Major  General  Scho- 
field,  commanding  the  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Franklin,  under  the  apprehension 
that  our  forces  engaged  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  might  bo  compelled  to 
pass  to  the  north  side,  ordered  the  following  disposition,  which  was  made,  of  the 
third  division,  then  in  reserve,  of  the  4th  corps,  with  a  view  to  cover  the  with- 
drawal of  our  troops,  should  it  become  necessary.     Beatty's  brigade  was  deployed 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  above  the  town,  Streight's  brigade  along  the  bank  of 
the  river  immediately  opposite  the  town,  and  Post's  brigade  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
below  the  town.     Fortunately  the  exigency  for  which  this  disposition  was  made 
did  not  occur  in  the  progress  of  the  contest,  but  these  brigades  retained  their 
positions  to  cover  the  withdrawal  at  night,  which  had  been  ordered  before  the 
occurrence   of  the   attack.     To   prepare   for  the  withdrawal   and  retirement 
towards  Nashville,  the  traina  were  started  before  nightfall  of  the  30th.     At  mid- 
night the  troops  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  began  to  withdraw  from  the  lines 
and  pass  to  the  north  side  of  the  stream.     This  work  was  rapidly  and  success- 
fuUsy  accomplished.     The  enemy  probably  suspected  what  was  going  on,  but 
did  not  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  movements.     The  third  division  of  the 
4th  corps  had  been  designated  to  move  in  rear  and  cover  the  retrograde  move- 
ments.    By  3  a.  m.  of  the  1st  December  all  the  troops  had  been  withdrawn  from 
the  south  side  of  the  river  and  the  bridges  were  fired.     So  soon  as  the  conflagra- 
tion was  so  far  advanced  as  to  insure  its  being  complete  the  third  division  com- 
menced to  withdraw,  and  by  4  a.  m.  the  whole  of  it  was  on  the  road.     As.'  the 
flames  rose  from  the  bridges  and  communicated  fully  to  the  enemy  our  move- 
ments, he  opened  a  heavy  cannonade,  which  fortunately  did  no  injury,  and'was 
soon  suspended.     Otherwise  the  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  molest  us.     The 'rear 
of  the  command  reached  Brentwood,  nine  miles  north  of  Franklin,  at  9Qa.  m. 
There  the  command  was  halted  an  hour  to  allow  the  men  to  cook  breakfast. 
Between  10  and  11  o'clock  the  march  was  resumed,  and  the  rear  of  the  troops 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Nashville  at  1  p.  m.     The  corps  was  reported  to  Major 
General  Thomas,  commanding  the  forces,  and  by  him  the  position  designated 
which  it  occupied  from  that  date  to  the  15th  of  December,  when  oflfensivejopera- 
tions  were  commenced.     In  conclusion  it  is  proper  that  I  should  remark  that 
during  the  operations  briefly  sketched  in  this  report  the  corps  was  commanded 
by  Major  General  Stanley.     He  was  wounded  in  the  battle  at  Franklin,  and 
was  compelled  by  the  casualty  to  relinquish  command  of  the  corps  before  he 
could  submit  a  report  of  its  operations ;  hence  the  duty  has  devolved  on  me. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  WOOD, 

Brigadier  General  (7.  S.  F.,  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  W.  D.*Whipplb, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADdUABTERS  DETACHMENT  ArMY  OF  THE  TeNNESSER, 

Eastport,  Mississippi,  Jamtary  10,  1865. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command   from 
the  date  of  their  arrival  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Major 
General  William  T.  Sherman,  commanding  military  division  of  the  Missis avs^^'^ 
November  30,  1864,  to  the  present  date 
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Debarking  the  first  and  third  divisions  on  the  30th,  and  the  second  divigion 
on  the  Ist  of  December,  on  the  Ist,  by  your  direction,  the  command  was 
placed  in  line  of  battle  for  defence  of  the  city  of  Nashville,  as  follows:  The 
right  resting  on  the  Ciiniberland  river,  about  three  miles  from  the  city  in  a  direct 
line,  and  the  left  resting  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  in  a 
direct  line  from  the  city,  forming  a  line  of  three  miles  from  right  to  kft. 
Breastworks,  strong  enough  to  protect  the  men  from  either  artillery  or  musketry, 
were  immediately  constructed  by  the  troops  along  the  whole  line^  The  command 
not  being  sufficiently  strong  to  form  a  continuous  front  line  and  still  have  any 
troops  for  a  reserve,  with  your  consent,  one  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  the 
works  on  the  left  and  placed  in  rear  of  the  left  centre,  immediately  on  the  right 
of  Harding  pike,  to  be  used  as  circumstances  might  require,  their  works  on  the 
left  being  occupied  by  a  division  of  the  4th  corps,  which  had  then  arrived. 
The  enemy  made  his  appearance  on  the  evening  of  the  2d,  and  took  position 
beyond  artillery  range  in  my  front,  which  respectful  distance  was  retained 
throughout  the  siege,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  picket  post  or  reconnoi- 
tring party.  Until  the  14th  of  December  the  troops  were  employed  in  strength- 
ening the  works,  and  some  slight  skirmishing.  A  spirited  dash  made  by  sixty  of 
our  cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Blackburn,  of  a  Tennessee 
regiment,  in  which  some  few  prisoners  were  captured  from  the  enemy,  and 
desultory  artillery  firing  at  long  range  at  small  parties  of  the  enemy,  were  all 
that  occurred  in  my  front.  In  the  mean  time  transportation  was  obtained, 
ammunition  and  conunissary  stores  loaded,  and  everything  placed  in  readiness  to 
move  at  an  hour's  notice. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  orders  were  received  to  move  outside  the  works 
early  the  next  morning,  and  form  on  or  near  the  Harding  pike,  the  left  connecting 
with  the  right  of  the  4th  corps,  the  cavalry  passing  behind  and  forming  on  my 
right,  the  whole  to  wheel  to  the  left,  with  the  4  th  corps  as  a  pivot,  and  make  a 
vigorous  assault  upon  the  enemy's  left.  This  movement  was  commenced  by 
my  command  at  6  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  15th.  The  second  division.  Brigadier 
General  K.  Garrard  commanding,  moved  out  on  the  Harding  pike,  and  then 
moving  by  the  left  flanks  until  he  connected  with  the  4th  corps  forming  my  left. 
The  first  division.  Brigadier  General  J.  McArthur  commanding,  moving  out 
next  by  the  Harding  and  Charlotte  pike,  formed  on  the  right  of  the  second 
division.  The  third  division.  Colonel  I.  B.  Moore,  thirty-third  Wisconsin 
infantry  volunteers,  commanding,  moved  out  by  the  Harding  pike,  formed  in 
rear  of  the  centre  to  act  as  a  reserve  to  either  flank.  The  first  and  second 
brigades  of  General  McArthur's,  which  moved  out  by  the  Charlotte  pike,  owing 
to  the  roads  diverging  widely,  and  the  stubborn  resistance  of  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  he  having  to  silence  one  battery,  did  not  connect  with  the  main 
line  until  nearly  half  past  eight.  The  cavalry  then  passed  to  our  right,  and  the 
movement  began  about  10  a.  m.,  our  orders  being  to  touch  to  the  left  and  guide 
right.  Throwing  out  a  strong  skirmish  line  they  became  almost  immediately 
engaged  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  driving  them  back  easily,  and  the  line 
advancing  and  wheeling  gradually,  assumed  a  poskion  almost  parallel  with  the 
Harding  pike.  Pressing  forward  we  came  to  tire  first  works  of  the  enemy, 
about  half  a  mile  south  of  the  Harding  pike,  and  one  and  a  half  mile  from  the 
main  line  of  works  around  Nashville,  a  small  earthwork  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  in 
which  were  four  12-pounder  brass  guns,  the  fort  covered  by  another  on  a  hill 
about  four  hundred  yards  west,  in  which  were  two  12-pounder  brass  guns.  Four 
batteries  opened  on  the  first  fort,  soon  silencing  their  guns,  and  General  McArthur 
directed  to  take  two  brigades  and  carry  the  works  by  assault.  Placing  the  first 
brigade,  Colonel  N.  L.  McMillen,  in  advance,  supported  by  the  second.  Colonel 
L.  F.  Hubbard  commanding,  the  work  was  carried  at  a  run.  The  cavalry  on 
our  right  at  the  same  Um^  tWx^\i\^  ^w^^vVj  xwxd^r  the  guns  of  the  rear  fort  on 
the  hill,  entered  the  i^ax  i^iX.  «\m\S\axL^wx'^^  V\>iXi  wa  ^>i^\s^is^^^^  ^Jbie  ^ons  in 
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the  fort  were  all  captured,  and  about  150  prisoners.  The  cavalry  claimed  the 
guns  as  their  capture,  aud  more  for  their  gallant  charge  than  because  they  were 
entitled  to  the  pieces,  they  were  conceded  to  them.  The  first  aud  second 
brigades  of  McArthur's  division,  obliquing  to  the  right  without  stopping,  carried 
the  second  fort,  capturing  the  two  guns  and  about  two  hundred  prisoners;  the 
first  brigade  moving  directly  to  the 'top  of  the  hill,  and  second  brigade  flanking 
it  on  the  left.  During  the  assault  upon  the  two  forts  the  23d  corps  passed  in 
my  rear  by  the  flank  to  my  right,  and  by  the  time  the  forts  were  taken  had 
formed  on  my  right.  Advancing  Colonel  Ward's  brigade  of  the  tliird  division 
to  fill  the  gap  caused  by  the  oblique  movement  of  Colonels  McMillen's  and 
Hubbard's  brigades  in  the  charge  of  the  second  fort  upon  the  hill,  the  line 
again  advanced,  skirmishing  heavily  along  its  whole  extent.  A  small  earthwork 
containing  two  guns,  on  a  hill  in  front  of  Colonel  Hill's  brigade,  of  McArthur's 
division,  was  carried  by  that  brigade  in  gallant  style,  capturing  the  guns  and 
many  prisoners,  the  skirmishers  from  the  second  division  entering  at  the  same 
time  from  the  east.  On  entering  this  work,  Colonel  S.  G.  Hill,  thirty-fifth 
Iowa  infantry,  commanding  third  brigade,  first  division,  was  unfortunately 
struck  in  the  forehead  by  a  musket  ball,  and  died  almost  immediately;  in 
consequence  the  guns  and  prisoners  were  not  properly  taken  care  of  and  turned 
over,  out  were  taken  possession  of  by  other  troops,  and  the  brigade  did  not  get 
the  credit  which  it  fully  deserves.  At  the  same  time  Colonel  E.  H.  Wolfe's 
third  brigade,  of  the  second  division,  crossed  the  Hillsboro'  pike  and  carried  the 
earthworks  on  the  hill  immediately  to  the  left  of  that  pike,  capturing  two  guns 
in  the  fort  and  one  more  a  short  distance  from  it,  which  the  enemy  were 
endeavoring  to  take  away.  At  the  time  these  last  two  assaults  were  made, 
which  were  almost  perpendicular  to  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  the  4th  corps  charged, 
parallel  with  the  pike,  their  works  in  their  front,  thereby  crowding  out  the  first 
and  second  brigades  of  the  second  division,  the  enemy's  works  at  that  point 
making  nearly  a  right  angle,  with  the  salient  angle  in  front  of  the  right  of  the 
4th  corps  and  the  left  of  my  command.  I  therefore  passed  the  first  and  second 
brigades,  second  division,  by  the  right  flank  to  the  right  and  rear  of  third 
brigade,  same  division,  and  directed  them  to  form  on  the  right  of  that  brigade. 
The  4th  corps  also  took  possession  of  the  guns  passed  over  by  Colonel  Wolfe. 
In  the  mean  time  the  first  division  and  the  brigade  of  the  third,  advancing  on 
the  right,  drove  the  enemy  across  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  dislodging  them  from  the 
stone  wall  on  either  side,  capturing  two  pieces  of  artillery,  a  large  number  of 
prisoners,  and  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  muskets.  Night  coming  on,  the  troops 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle.  During  the  night  a  request  coming  from  General 
Schofield,  commanding  23d  corps,  for  re-enforcements,  I  sent  him  the  third 
division,  Colonel  I.  B.  Xloore  commanding,  just  before  daylight.  On  the  morning 
of  the  16th,  advancing  my  line  in  the  same  order  as  on  the  previous  day,  the  first 
on  the  right  and  the  second  division  on  the  left,  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  taken  position  at  the  base  of  a  chain  of  hills,  called  the  Brentwood  hills, 
wiih  a  front  nearly  perpendicular  to  our  lines,  and  had  strongly  intrench(;d 
themselves  by  throwing  up  breastworks  and  massing  artillery  in  every  avail- 
able position.  Changing  my  front  by  a  half  wheel,  by  brigades,  the  command 
moved  slowly  in  echelon  from  the  right,  so  as  not  to  break  connexions  with 
the  4th  corps,  and  took  a  position  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy,  at  a  distance 
of  about  six  hundred  yards,  my  right  resting  at  the  base  of  a  hill,  on  the  top  of  which 
was  the  enemy's  left,  and  my  line  being  the  whole  front,  of  the  two  divisions, 
extending  about  one  mile.  The  enemy  opening  a  heavy  artillery  fire  upon  my 
brigades  as  they  went  into  position,  all  the  batteries  of  the  first  and  second 
divisions,  six  in  number,  were  brought  into  action  at  a  distance  of  about  eight 
hundred  yards,  and  after  a  fierce  cannonading  of  about  two  hours,  succeeded  in 
quieting  the  enemy's  guns  in  our  front.  The  23d  corps  was  on  my  ri^ht  \». 
the  iutrenchments,  thrown  up  by  them  the  night  before,  and  nearly    «^  ^v^5^» 


408         REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

angles  with  my  present  line.  Expecting  that  corps  to  take  the  initiative,  as 
they  were  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  I  held  the  command  in  its  present  position, 
keeping  up  a  slow  artillery  fire,  at  their  line,  without  eliciting  any  reply. 
Ahout  1  o'clock  I  received  a  request  from  General  Schofield,  and  a  few 
minutes  later  an  order  from  you  to  send  another  division  to  his  assistance,  he 
having  retained  the  one  sent  at  daylight  that  morning,  not  having  any  reserve, 
and  my  whole  line  heing  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  liable  to  be 
attacked  and  broken  at  any  point  wherever  a  brigade  should  be  withdrawn.  I 
therefore  sent  a  staff  officer  to  him  to  state  the  condition  of  my  command,  and 
ascertain  if  he  could  not  get  along  without  the  division.  The  officer  reported 
to  me  that  General  Schofield's  line  was  not  engaged,  and  upon  the  condition 
being  reported  to  him  that  he  said  he  did  not  need  the  additional  force,  con- 
sequently it  was  not  sent.  About  3  o'clock  p.  m.  General  McArthur  sent  word 
that  he  could  carry  the  hill  on  his -right  by  assault  Major  General  Thomas 
being  present,  the  matter  was  referred  to  him,  and  I  was  requested  to  delay  the 
movement  until  he  could  hear  from  General  Schofield,  to  whom  he  had  sent 
General  McArthur  not  receiving  any  reply,  and  fearing  if  the  attaek  should 
be  longer  delayed  the  enemy  would  use  the  right  to  strengthen  his  works, 
directed  the  first  brigade.  Colonel  N.  L.  McMillen,  ninety-fifth  Ohio  infantry, 
commanding,  to  storm  the  hill  on  which  was  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line,  and 
the  second  and  third  brigades  of  the  division  to  attack  in  front,  when  the  first 
should  be  half  way  up  the  hill ;  accordingly  Colonel  McMillen  formed  his  brig- 
ade in  two  lines,  with  the  one  hundred  and  fourteenth  Illinois  infantry,  ninety- 
third  Indiana  infantry,  and  tenth  Minnesota  infantry  in  the  first,  and  the 
seventy-second  Ohio  and  ninety-fifth  Ohio  in  the  second  line,  and  gave  his  men 
orders  not  to  cheer  or  fire  a  shot  until  the  works  should  be  gained.  Throwing 
out  a  strong  party  of  skirmishers,  under  a  rapid  fire  from  them  and  his  artillery, 
he  commenced  the  assent.  He  had  no  sooner  fairly  commenced  his  movement 
than  the  second  brigade.  Colonel  L.  F.  Hubbard  commanding,  eager  in  emula- 
tion, also  took  up  the  attack,  immediately  followed  the  third  brigade,  and  lastly 
the  second  division.  The  enemy  opened  with  a  fierce  storm  of  shell,  canister, 
and  musketry,  sadly  decimating  the  tanks  of  many  regiments,  but  nothing 
save  annihilation  could  stop  the  onward  progress  of  that  line.  Sweeping  forward, 
the  right  of  the  line  up  the  hill,  and  the  left  through  mud  and  over  walls,  they 
gained  the  enemy's  works,  calling  forth  the  remark,  from  one  of  their  genera 
officers,  that  "  powder  and  lead  were  inadequate  to  resist  such  a  charge."  The 
enemy  was  whipped,  broken,  and  demoralized.  Prisoners  were  taken  by  the 
regiment  and  artillery  by  batteries.  The  pursuit  was  contjnued  until  dark, 
when  the  troops  bivouacked  in  line.  In  this  one  charge  the  two  divisions 
captured  twenty-seven  pieces  of  artillery,  complete ;  over  four  thousand  pris- 
oners, among  whom  were  Major  General  Edward  S.  Johnson  and  Brigadier 
Generals  Jackson  and  Smith ;  twelve  stands  of  colors ;  General  Johnson's 
headquarter  wagons,  and  many  ammunition  and  baggage  wagons.  I  am  not 
able  to  give  you  the  exact  number,  as  we  left  the  next  morning,  in  pursuit,  with- 
out collecting  them,  leaving  them  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  reserve  troops  in 
Nashville.  The  second  division  claim  that  they  captured  four  more  guns  on 
the  left,  which  were  afterwards  taken  possession  of  by  the  4th  corps,  but  as 
they  were  on  the  4th  corps'  line,  and  they  were  undoubtedly  assisted  by  that 
corps  in  their  capture,  I  am  not  disposed  to  question  their  right  to  thepa.  I 
only  hope  there  may  always  be  the  same  ardent  desire  to  capture  from  a  dis- 
loyal enemy  his  means  and  munitions  of  war.  It  is  certainly  a  laudable  rivalry. 
The  three  guns,  however,  taken  by  Colonel  Wolfe  on  the  15th  properly  belong 
to,  and  should  be  credited  to  him.  The  sum  total  of  the  capture  on  both  days 
is,  thirty-six  (36)  pieces  of  artillery ;  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  (5,123)  priaowetB,  amoiv^  >n\\q\sv.  were  Major  General  Edward  S.  Johnson 
and   Brigadier   GenciaVa  iack^QTi  %.ti^  ^\xiVOcL'^  iJ^^m\.  ^yx.  >iWiE%ud  (6,000) 
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Stand  of  small-annB;  Bixteen  (16)  battle-flags,  and  about  thirty  (30)  wagons  of 
various  kinds.  Instances  of  individual  merit  were  numerous.  Colonel  McMil- 
len  deserves  to  be  specially  mentioned  for  his  conduct  of  the  charge  of  the  sec- 
ond day.  Colonel  L.  F.  Hubbard,  5th  Minnesota,  commanding  second  brigade, 
first  division,  had  three  horses  shot  under  him  on  the  16th  ;  going  into  action 
with  a  total  of  fourteen  hundred  and  twenty -one  (1,421)  muskets  in  his  brigade, 
he  captured  over  2,000  prisoners,  9  pieces  of  artillery,  and  7  stands  of  colors, 
and  the  casualties  in  his  brigade  number  315.  For  details  and  particulars,  I 
refer  you  to  the  reports  of  division  and  brigade  commanders,  herewith  enclosed. 
Enclose/',  also,  is  a  complete  list  of  casualties.  The  prisoners  and  artillery  were 
all  sent  )ack  to  Nashville  to  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  officers  there.  The 
Btandf  of  colors  are  in  possession  of  the  officers  and  men  who  captured  them, 
which  I  will  send  to  you  with  a  list  of  the  names. 

On  the  17th,  in  compliance  with  orders,  my  command,  the  third  division  hav- 
ing joined  that  morning,  moved  out  on  the  Granny  White  pike,  about  four  miles, 
and  thence  south  to  the  Franklin  pike,  with  orders  to  fall  in  rear  of  the  4th 
corps.  From  thence  we  marched  via  Franklin,  Columbia,  Pulaski,  Lawrence- 
burg,  and  Waynesboro'  to  Clifton,  and  from  thence  on  transports  to  this  place, 
without  anything  of  importance  occurring.  My  division  commanders  deserve 
much  credit  for- the  able  and  soldierly  manner  with  which  they  managed  their 
commands,  and  their  ready  and  hearty  co-operation  in  every  respect.  The 
third  division.  Colonel  J.  B.  Moore,  commanding,  only  needed  as  favorable  an 
opportunity  to  have  done  equally  as  well  as  any  of  the  troops  that  day  upon  the 
field ;  they  were  all  tried  soldiers  who  have  fought  many  a  battle  with  credit  and 
honor  to  themselves.  I  have  exceedingly  to  *regret  the  loss  of  one  gallant  brig- 
ade commander,  Colonel  S.  G.  Hill,  thirty-fifth  Iowa  infantry,  who  was  killed 
in  the  charge  on  the  15th.  Long  with  the  command,  he  has  endeared  himself 
to  every  member  of  the  brave  and  courteous ;  the  service  has  lost  a  gallant  offi- 
cer, and  society  a  gentleman,  by  his  untimely  death. 

The  officers  of  my  staff,  each  and  all,  deserve  especial  credit  for  their  personal 
services,  both  on  the  field  and  in  their  respective  aepartments.  They  rendered 
invaluable  aid  on  the  field  by  their  activity  and  discrimination,  and  their  acute 
perception  of  the  weak  points,  and  the  proper  time  and  moment  for  exec  uting 
the  different  movements  with  which  they  were  charged. 

In  the  supply  department  everything  move  with  a  prompt  energy  and  relia- 
bility that  gave  an  additional  impulse  forward  to  each  officer  and  man. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SMITH,  Major  General 

Brigadier  General  Wm.  D.  Whipplb, 

Chief  of  StaJ]  Department  qfOie  Cumberland. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps  Military  Division  Mississippi, 

Gravelly  Springs,  Ala.,  February  1,  1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of 
tlie  cavalry  corps  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  from  the  date  of  its 
organization,  October  24, 1864,  to  the  present  time.  Having  been  relieved  from 
tlie  command  of  the  third  division  cavalry  corps,  army  of  the  Potomac,  on  the 
Ist  day  of  October,  1864,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  command  of  the  cavalry 
forces  in  the  armies  operating  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Sherman,  I 
proceeded  to  join  him  in  the  field  without  delay.  I  arrived  at  Gaylesville, 
Alabama,  (where  the  army  was  resting  after  its  pursuit  of  General  Hood,)  on 
the  23d  October. 

On  the  24th  of  October  I  was  assigned,  by  order  of  General  Sherman,  to  d»fc^ 
as  chief  of  cavalry,  and  conmianding  officer  of  all  the  cavalry  in  the  miVv.\»^ 
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division  of  tlie  Mississippi.  By  the  same  order  the  mounted  forces  of  the  armies 
of  the  Ohio,  the  Cumberland,  and  the  Tennessee  were  detached  from  those 
armies,  constituted  one  command,  and  designated  the  cavalry  corps  of  the  mili- 
tary division  of  Mississippi.  Upon  investigation,  I  found  that  the  cavalry  serv- 
ing with  the  army  of  the  Ohio  consisted  of  one  organized  division,  (Stoneman's,) 
nearly  all  dismounted ;  one  brigade,  under  Colonel  Capron,  sent  to  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  for  remount;  the  other  under  Colonel  Israel  Grarrard,  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Besides  this  division  there  were  five  or  six  regiments  of  good  cavalry, 
and  a  division  of  one-year  mounted  infantry,  in  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee. 
This  force  being  for  local  defence,  however,  was  not  detached,  and  therefore 
formed  no  part  of  the  cavalry  corps,  I  found  the  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland  organized  into  four  divisions,  three  of  which  were  composed  of  four 
regiments  from  the  northwestern  States,  well  organized  and  efficiently  commanded 
respectively  by  Brigadier  Generals  McCook,  Garrard,  and  Kilpatrick,  and  having 
done  very  hard  service  during  the  Atlanta  campaign.  The  fourth  division  con- 
sisted entirely  of  Tennessee  regiments,  serving  in  Tennessee.  The  cavalry  of 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee  had  been  organized  into  two  divisions,  by  order  of 
^fajor  General  Howard,  commanded  respectively  by  Brigadier  General  Hatch, 
United  States  volunteers,  and  Colonel  Winslow,  fourth  Ohio  cavalry;  both  were 
at  that  time  serving  in  West  Tennessee.  The  divisions  contained  from  six  to 
ten  regiments,  organized  into  three  brigades  each.  In  the  new  organizations 
the  four  divisions  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  were  the  first,  second,  third 
and  seventh ;  the  two  divisions  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  were  designated, 
respectively,  fifth  and  fourth,  and  the  division  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio  the  sixth 
division.  The  Tennessee  troops  were  divided  among  the  other  divisions,  so  as  to 
intermix  them  with  troops  from  other  States.  From  the  lack  of  general  and 
staff  officers  to  simplify  organization,  and  to  counteract  a  tendency  to  use  the 
third  brigades  as  reserves,  each  division  was  organized  into  two  brigades,  except 
the  sixth,  which,  for  special  reasons,  was  allowed  three.  The  chiefs  of  cavahy 
of  the  different  departments  were  relieved  from  duty  and  directed  to  report  to 
their  commanding  generals  for  astiignments.  In  pursuance  of  General  Sherman's 
instructions,  measures  were  at  once  taken  to  collect,  reorganize,  remount,  and 
bring  into  the  field  the  largest  possible  force  of  cavalry,  in  order  that  he  might 
have  such  a  preponderance  in  that  arm  as  would  enable  him  to  throw  the  enemy 
on  the  defensive,  while,  with  his  infantry,  he  could  march  to  the  sea-coa^t  unmo- 
lested. It  was  thought  that  if  Hood  followed  him,  instead  of  crossing  the  Ten- 
nessee river  into  Tennessee,  in  a  short  time  my  entire  cavalry  force  could  be 
put  upon  a  footing  to  harass  and  annoy  him  beyond  endurance.  With  this  in 
view,  General  Hatch  was  ordered  to  march  with  the  fifth  division  from  Clifton, 
Tennessee,  by  the  most  direct  route  to  Rome,  Georgia;  Brigadier  General 
Grierson  was  designated  as  the  commander  of  the  fourth  division,  and  directed 
to  assemble  as  much  of  it  as  possible,  put  it  in  a  thorough  condition,  and  be 
ready  to  march,  when  orders  should  be  sent  him,  through  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
and  Georgia,  and  join  the  army  of  General  Sherman.  It  soon,  however,  became 
apparent  that  Hood  would  march  north,  instead  of  following  General  Sherman, 
and  that  operations  would  be  precipitated  upon  us  before  the  cavalry  forces 
could  be  organized.  A  recounoissance  by  General  Garrard,  with  the  second 
division,  towards  Gadsden,  on  the  Coosa  river,  on  the  25th  of  October,  and  on 
tlie  27th  and  28th  to  the  south  of  the  Coosa  towards  Jacksonville,  revealed  the 
fact  that  the  rebel  army  under  Hood  had  left  Gadsden  on  the  22d  of  October, 
marching  in  the  direction  of  Warrenton,  on  the  Tennessee  river.  Aa  soon  as 
General  Sherman  became  thoroughly  convinced  of  this,  he  issued  his  orders  for 
the  concentration  of  his  army  at  Atlanta,  and  hurried  his  preparations  for  the 
C'lmpaign.  Finding  that  he  could  wait  no  longer,  all  the  serviceable  horses  of 
AicCook*s  and  Gavvat(V*a  ^vv\«>ViXi^,  «.w4  Vj^lonel  Garrard's  brigade,  were  turned 
over  to  the  third  4W\a\ou,  au^  viN^rj  ^^q\\.  ^%&  \aa^v5\ft  ^x>X\\.xi.Y^\i.  q.  thoroughly 
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efficient  footing ;  while  the  diemonnted  men  of  the  first  and  second  divisions 
were  ordered  by  rail  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  for  remount  and  re-equipment. 
Having  *made  these  dispositions,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Sherman  to  Nash- 
ville, for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  cavalry  organization  and  assisting  in  the 
operations  of  General  Thomas  against  the  rebels  under  General  Hood.  I  arrived 
at  Nashville  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  and  reported  to  Major  General  Thomas, 
commanding  department  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  military  division  of  the 
Mississippi.  General  Croxton's  brigade  of  the  first  division,  having  been  recently 
remounted  at  Louisville,  Colonel  4I!apron*s  (now  Harrison's)  brigade  of  the  sixth 
division,  and  the  fifth  division,  while  on  the  march  to  join  General  Sherman, 
were  halted  by  General  Thomas,  and  directed  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
infantry  forces  assembling  at  Pulaski  under  General  Stanley  to  resist  the  march 
of  Hood. 

On  the  24th  of  October  Croxton's  brigade,  about  one  thousand  strong,  was 
stationed  on  the  Huntsville  and  Florence  road,  at  Centre  Star,  with  outposts 
and  pickets,  watching  the  Tennessee  river  from  the  mouth  of  Elk  river  to 
Florence,  and  a  detachment  of  the  tenth  and  twelfth  Tennessee,  of  General 
Hatch's  division,  were  stationed  at  Cypress  creek,  at  Martin's  mills,  three  miles 
west  of  Florence,  watching  Pride's,  Gaines's,  and  Cheatam's  ferries  on  the 
Tennessee  river. 

On  the  29th  of  October  General  Croxton  sent  a  despatch  to  General  Thomas, 
informing  him  of  General  Hood's  proximity  to  the  river,  and  of  his  intention 
to  cross  it  at  Bainbridge  that  night. 

About  3  p.  m.  on  the  30th,  two  brigades  of  Lee's  corps  landed  on  the  north 
side,  about  three  miles  below  Bainbridge.  General  Croxton  concentrated  his 
command  and  attempted  to  repel  them,  but  was  driven  back.  He  retired  to  the 
east  bank  of  Shoal  creek  and  took  position  near  Shoal  Creek  bridge,  where  he 
remained  reconnoitring  until  November  5,  when  he  was  forced  to  retire  by 
the  advance  of  Johnson's  division,  of  Lee's  corps.  He  reported  to  General 
Hatch,  at  Lexington,  on  November  6. 

On  the  4th  of  November  General  Hatch,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions 
of  General  Stanley,  moved  from  Pulaski  towards  Florence,  with  orders  to  as- 
sume command  of  all  the  cavalry  in  that  neighborhood,  and  watch  closely  the 
enemy's  movements.  In  executing  these  orders.  General  Hatch  the  next  day 
opened  communication  with  General  Croxton,  and,  in  conjunction  with  him, 
drove  the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets  across  Shoal  creek,  and  established  pickets 
of  observation  along  the  line  of  that  creek  and  the  Tennessee,  from  the  mouth 
of  Elk  river.  While  engaged  in  observing  the  movements  of  the  enemy  fre- 
quent skirmishes  were  had  with  his  cavalry. 

On  the  9th  of  November  a  general  attack  was  made  by  the  small  force  under 
General  Hatch.  The  rebel  cavalry  was  driven  back  upon  the  infantry  at  Flor- 
ence ;  a  part  of  the  unfinished  works  at  that  place  captured  by  Colonel  Coon's 
brigade  of  the  fifth  division,  and  the  information  in  regard  to  Hood's  position, 
previously  obtained,  verified.  By  great  activity,  watchfulness,  and  good  judg- 
ment on  the  part  of  General  Hatch,  every  movement  of  the  enemy  and  indica- 
tion of  his  intentions  were  promptly  reported  to  Generals  Stjinley,  Schofield, 
and  Thomas. 

On  the  13th  and  14th  of  November  General  Hatch,  having  become  convinced 
that  Hood  would  march  north  at  an  early  day,  used  his  command  in  cutting 
trees  into  the  roads  crossing  Shoal  creek,  for  the  purpose  of  retarding  the  rebels 
in  their  movements. 

On  the  morning  of  November  19th  the  enemy  ;^as  reported  marching  north 
on  the  west  side  of  the  creek.  Colonel  Coon  made  a  forced  reconnoissanco  in 
that  direction ;  captured  the  headquarters  train  of  Buford's  and  Chalmer's  div-i 
sion ;  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  force,  and,  after  a  severe  eugagciment,  d\»R«^^«^- 
ing  the  march  of  the  rebel  infantry,  was  compelled  to  rejoin  the  maioL  ^ov^'^  ^^^ 
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the  east  side  of  tlie  creek.  General  Hatch  concentrated  his  forces  without  de» 
lay  at  Lexington,  and  on  the  2l8t  retired  to  Lawrenceburg,  where  he  wa«  at 
tacked  early  the  next  morning  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  A  severe  fighf  ensued, 
In  which  the  enemy,  with  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  large  force  of  cavahy, 
fighting  dismounted,  made  every  eflfort  to  drive  the  forces  of  General  Hatch 
from  their  position,  but  the  latter  held  on  with  great  tenacity  until  night,  and 
then  withdrew  one  mile  towards  Pulaski. 

On  the  23d  General  Hatch  withdrew  by  that  road,  turning  towards  Camp- 
bellsville.  When  within  nine  miles  of  Pulaski,  Croxto  n*8  brigade  had  the  rear, 
and  was  attacked  by  the  rebel  cavalry  at  the  junction  of  the  roads  leading  to  the 
two  places  just  mentioned.  It,  however,  resisted  every  attack  until  after  dark, 
holding  its  position,  and  returing  at  leisure,  by  night,  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Campbellsville. 

On  the  24th  the  army  resumed  its  march,  and  at  the  latter  place  was  again 
attacked  by  the  entire  rebel  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry.  At  first  the  enemy 
was  severely  repulsed  by  the  first  brigade.  Colonel  Wells,  twelfth  Missouri  cav- 
alry, commanding,  but  in  return  the  enemy  drove  back  Colonel  Wells,  and  com- 
pelled General  Hatch  to  retire  by  the  road  to  Lynnville.  This  road  leading 
through  a  very  hilly  country,  a  small  rear  guard  was  suflficient  to  hold  the  ea- 
emy  in  check.  The  ninth  Illinois  cavalry.  Captain  Harper  commanding,  was 
directed  to  occupy  a  strong  gorge  near  the  turnpike,  and  to  delay  the  rebels  as 
long  as  possible.  He  performed  the  duty  assigned  him  with  great  gallantry, 
giving  the  main  body  of  the  command  an  opportunity  to  take  position  at  Lynn* 
ville.  Sharp  fighting  was  continued  at  that  place  until  after  dark,  when,  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  orders,  General  Hatch  withdrew  to  Columbia.  Colonel  Cap- 
ron's  brigade  of  the  sixth  division  had  been  sent  by  General  Schofield  towards 
Waynesboro'  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  while 
Hatch's  and  Croxton's  were  on  Shoal  creek.  Upon  the  advance  of  the  rebel 
cavalry  Colonel  Capron  retired,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  directing  his  march 
towards  Mount  Pleasant  and  Columbia. 

On  the  morning  of  November  25th  the  entire  force,  including  the  infantry, 
was  concentrated  at  Columbia.  Having  made  all  possible  arrangements  al 
Nashville  for  expediting  the  re-organization  of  the  cavalry,  in  pursuance  to 
General  Thomas's  instructions,  I  started  to  the  front  to  take  command  of 
the  force  in  the  field,  and  on  the  23d  of  November  met  General  Schofield 
between  Lynville  and  Pulaski.  The  fifth  division  contained  at  this  tim« 
but  2,500  men,  Croxton's  brigade  about  1,000,  and  Capron's  800 — in  all 
about  4,300  men,  to  contend  with  three  divisions,  estimated  at  not  less  than 
ten  thousand  men,  and  commanded  by  Lieutenant  General  Forrest,  hitherto 
the  most  successful  of  rebel  cavalry  leaders.  After  the  concentration  of  the 
forces  at  Columbia,  and  while  General  Schofield  was  making  arrangements 
to  withdraw  from  that  place  to  the  north  side  of  Duck  river,  the  cavalry  crossed 
and  was  disposed  of  so  as  to  watch  every  movement  either  to  the  right  or  left 
Hatch's  division  and  Croxton's  brigade  were  stationed  about  six  miles  east  of 
Columbia,  on  the  road  to  Shelby  ville.  Capron's  brigade,  to  which  had  been 
added  the  fifth  Iowa  cavalry,  Major  J.  M.  loung  commanding,  took  position 
at  Rally  Hill,  on  the  Lewisburg  turnpike.  It  was  further  strengthened,  after 
taking  position,  by  the  arrival  of  the  seventh  Ohio  cavalry  from  Louisville. 
This  brigade  and  Croxton's  were  temporarily  formed  into  a  division,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier  General  R.  W.  Johnson.  Three  regiments  of  the  firsl 
brigade  of  Hatch's  division.  Colonel  R.  R.  Steward,  eleventh  Indiana  cavalry, 
commanding,  were  ordered  to  take  post  to  the  west  of  Columbia  for  the  purpose 
of  watching  the  fords  and  crossings  between  that  place  and  Williams  port 
General  Hatch  sent  the  sixth  Illinois  cavalry,  via  Chapel  Hill,  to  Shelbyville,  wiri 
directions  to  feel  weW  oul  itom  xXi^X  ^Xajsi.^  \.Q'ward8  Lewisburg  and  Counorsvil 
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if  possible,  retomiDg  by  the  south  side  of  the  river  to  the  crossing  of  the  Lew- 
iaburg  pike. 

At  noon  of  November  27th  the  pickets  from  Oroxton's  and  Oapron  s  brigades 
gave  notice  of  the  appearance  of  the  rebel  cavalry  at  the  various  fords  between 
Columbia  and  Lewisburg  pike,  particularly  at  Huey's  mill,  eight  miles  above 
^  Columbia,  in  such  force  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  their  intentions.  The  pickets 
in  the  vicinity  of  Huey's  mill  were  soon  driven  in,  and  the  rebels  immediately 
began  crossing.  At  2.10  p.  m.  I  sent  a  despatch  to  Major  General  Schofield, 
notifying  him  of  the  enemy's  movements,  informing  him  that  I  should  endeavor 
to  concentrate  my  force  at  Hunt's  Creek  road,  on  the  Lewisburg  pike,  and  re- 
questing him  to  send  Stewart's  brigade  to  me  by  way  of  Spring  Hill.  Colonel 
f".  J.  Harrison,  eighth  Indiana  cavalry,  had  already  been  sent  by  General  Johnson 
to  the  brigade  at  the  Lewisburg  crossing,  with  orders  to  hold  the  enemy  as  long 
as  possible  at  the  river.  By  7  p.  m.  the  entire  force  was  concentrated  at  Hunt's 
cross-roads.  Colonel  Harrison,  however,  had  not  reached  his  brigade,  but  having 
been  posted  by  Colonel  Capron  it  held  on  as  long  as  possible.  Colonel  Capron 
himself,  with  a  small  portion  of  the  command,  fell  back  rapidly  in  disorder  to- 
wards Franklin.  The  detachments  at  the  various  fords  held  on  bravely  until 
night,  when  they  were  collected  by  Major  J.  Morris  Young,  fifth  Iowa  cavalry, 
and  withdrew  by  the  pike. 

The  enemy  having  crossed  lower  down,  marched  by  the  Murfreesboro'  road 
and  arrived  at  Rally  Hill  before  the  detachments  under  Mfijor  Young.  The 
latter,  finding  his  retreat  cut  off,  fonned  his  own  regiment  with  sabres  drawn, 
dismounted  others  to  cover  the  flanks,  boldly  charged,  broke  through  the  rebels, 
and  brought  off  his  command  with  trifling  loss.  By  this  time  it  had  become 
evident  that  the  entire  rebel  cavalry  force  (three  divisions)  had  crossed,  and 
were  directing  their  march  towards  the  Lewisburg  pike,  an  excellent  macadam- 
ized road,  leading  to  Franklin,  and  therefore,  at  8  p.  m  ,  I  sent  a  despatch  by 
courier  to  General  Schofield,  informing  him  of  the  fact,  and  that  no  part  of 
Forrest's  force,  up  to  dark,  had  moved  towards  the  Franklin  pike.  During  the 
night  several  prisoners  Were  brought  in,  from  whom  I  received  valuable  inform- 
ation. At  1  a.  m.  I  sent  a  despatch  to  General  Schofield,  informing  him  that 
the  force  which  had  crossed  at  Huey's  mill  was  Forrest's  corps  of  civalry, 
consisting  of  Chalmer's,  Jackson's,  and  Buford's  divisions,  and  Biffle's  regiment; 
that  the  rebel  infantry  were  to  have  begun  crossing  two  hours  before  by  three 
pontoon  bridges  under  construction  at  the  same  place.  Believing  this  informa- 
tion to  be  perfectly  correct,  I  therefore  suggested  that  our  infantry  should  reach 
Spring  Hill  by  10  a.  m.  of  that  day.  I  regarded  my  force  too  small,  with 
Hammond's  and  Stewart's  brigades  absent,  to  cover  the  Lewisburg  pike  and,  at 
the  same  time,  the  dirt  roads  leading  to  Spring.  Hill;  and  believing  that  General 
Schofield  with  the  infantry  would  have  plenty  of  time,  marching  by  the  Franklin 
or  any  intermediate  point,  before  the  enemy,  marching  by  bad  dirt  roads,  made 
worse  by  the  heavy  rains  which  had  recently  fallen,  I  determined  to  keep  my 
entire  force  on  the  lewisburg  pike  and  hold  the  enemy  as  long  as  I  could, 
hoping  by  good  management  to  get  no  further  back  that  day  than  to  the  Ridge 
meeting-house.  1  had  previously  sent  orders  for  Colonel  Stewart  to  join  me  on 
tlie  Lewisburg  pike,  marching  by  the  way  of  Spring  Hill,  «and  all  night  if  neces- 
sary. Similar  orders  were  sent,  at  the  same  time,  to  Brevet  Brigadier  General 
J.  H.  Hammond,  then  momentarily  expected  with  two  regiments  of  the  seventh 
division,  freshly  remounted.  On  the  presumption  thit  no  g(meral  engagement 
would  be  risked  until  our  forces  were  strengthened,  and  that  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ment had  become  sufiiciently  developed,  I  directed  General  Hatch  to  retire 
slowly  by  the  pike,  following  Ciipron's  brigade,  and  General  Croxton  to  cover 
the  rear,  fighting  the  enemy,  and  to  fall  back  only  when  compelled  to  do  so  by 
movements  upou  his  flanks.  Soon  after  daylight  the  enemy  attacked  CroxtAXL'^ 
pickets,  but  finding  them  strongly  po:?ted  moved  off  the  road  and  8trac>5-  ^^^^ 
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around  his  flanks,  causing  him  to  withdraw.  Heavy  skirmishing  ensued,  tlie 
enemy  pressing  forward  with  the  greatest  celerity,  endeavoring  to  push  around 
and  strike  our  column  in  flank,  as  was  anticipated.  At  Mount  Carmel  meeting- 
house, five  miles  from  Hunt's  crossroads,  a  strong  barricade,  erected  by  Capron'a 
brigade,  was  occupied  by  Coon's  brigade  of  Hatch's  division.  Croxton's  brigade 
passing  through  it,  the  enemy  made  two  determined  charges  upon  it,  but  were  % 
repulsed  with  severe  loss.  From  this  point  the  enemy  ceased  to  press  upon  tbe 
re^r  of  the  column.  No  news  having  come  from  Hammond  or  Stewart,  it  was 
hoped  they  had  arrived  at  Spring  Hill  in  time  enough  to  form  a  junction  with 
the  infantry,  and  to  resist  any  movement  of  the  rebels  in  that  direction.  I 
continued  the  march  slowly,  and  by  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  I  arrived  at 
Douglas  church,  four  miles  from  Franklin.  Near  this  place  I  found  General 
Hammond,  and  was  joined  by  a  detachment  of  Stewart's  brigade,  from  whom 
I  learned  that  the  latter  and  some  of  our  infantry  had  been  skirmishing  with 
the  rebel  cavalry  during  the  day  near  Spring  Hill.  I  remained  with  Ham- 
mond's brigade  to  hold  the  road  near  Douglas  church  and  cover  Franklin,  while 
Hatch's  division  and  Johnson's  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Harpeth  at 
Huey's  ford,  and  went  into  camp  on  the  road  from  Franklin  to  Triune  at 
Mathew's  farm,  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Franklin.  After  it  was  dark  a  re- 
counoissance  out  the  Lewisburg  pike  to  the  meeting-house  revealing  no  enemy 
on  that  road,  1  withdrew  General  Hammond's  brigade  to  the  north  side  of  the 
Harpeth,  and  directed  him  to  march  via  Petersburg  to  the  Nolensville  pike  at 
at  Triuue's,  and  from  the  lattej  place  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  rebels  in 
that  direction. 

Early  in  tbe  morning  of  the  30th,  by  my  direction.  Brigadier  General  Johnson 
sent  Croxton's  brigade  to  the  south  side  of  the  river  with  ordei*8  to  take  position 
at  Douglas  church,  cover  Franklin  as  long  as  possible,  and,  if  compelled  to  fall 
back,  to  recross  the  Harpeth  at  a  ford  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  town. 

General  Hammond  having  reported  by  daylight  no  enemy  in  the  direction  of 
Triune,  was  ordered  to  retire  by  Petersburg  to  Wilson's  mill,  on  the  Wilson  or 
Brentwood  pike.  At  10  a.  m.  the  enemy's  advance  attrfcked  General  Croxton's 
position,  but  was  handsomely  repulsed.  At'2  p.  m.  he  was  again  attacked  by  in- 
fantry, but  after  repulsing  the  enemy  the  rebel  cavalry  moved  to  his  left  as  if  to 
cross  at  Huey's  ferry.  This  movement  caused  him  to  retire  to  the  north  side  of 
the  river  by  McGavock's  ford.  He  had  scarcely  reached  the  north  bank  when  the 
pickets  higher  up  the  river  reported  the  enemy's  cavalry  crossing  at  various  places. 

The  command  was  immediately  got  under  arms,  and  dispositions  made  to 
attack  and  drive  them  back.  General  Croxton's  brigade  on  the  right.  General 
Hatch's  division  in  the  centre,  moved  promptly  out  and  engaged  the  enemy, 
charging  him  with  a  strong  line  of  dismounted  skirmishers,  while  Capron'a 
brigade,  under  Colonel  Harrison,  looked  out  well  to  the  left  and  rear.  The  fifth 
Iowa  cavalry  was  sent  to  Hillsboro'  pike.  The  action  had  hardly  begun  when 
General  Croxton  was  informed  that  the  rebel  infantry  were  crossing  the  river 
between  his  right  and  the  town  of  Franklin.  Leaving  two  regiments,  the  first 
Tennessee  and  second  Michigan,  to  assist  in  the  attack  against  the  rebel  cavalry, 
he  proceeded  at  once  with  the  balance  of  his  brigade  to  drive  back  the  force 
reported  to  be  crossing  below.  He  soon  discovered,  however,  that  the  report 
was  false,  and  moved  promptly  against  the  rebel  cavalry.  Hat<^h  had  already 
attacked  with  vigor,  and  began  driving  them  rapidly  back.  Tlic  men  seemed 
inspired  with  the  greatest  courage  and  determination,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
had  repulticd  the  enemy  at  every  point.  By  night  the  whole  force  was  driven 
beyond  the  Harpeth.  The  accompanying  sketch  will  show  the  importance  of 
this  guccess  on  the  part  of  the  cavalry  over  Forrest's  forces.  While  the  hard 
pressed  infantry  were  nobly  repelling  Hood's  furious  assaults  against  the  defences 
of  Franklin,  GenexvA  ScVio^^ild  havinc  withdrawn  the  infantry  to  the  north 
bank  of  the  river  dvit\ngt\\^ii\^\.>wDAa^\jexi£ci^^  march  towards 
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Nashville,  directed  me  to  remain  with  the  cavalry  corps  in  the  position  it  then 
held  until  daylight  on  the  morning  of  December  1,  and  then  to  retire  covering 
the  rear  and  flanks  of  the  infantry.  This  order  was  complied  with,  the  enemy 
having  been  so  severely  handled  the  day  previous  as  to  be  unable  to  follow  until 
he  found  the  road  clear.  Hammond's  brigade,  followed  by  Hatch,  moved  by  a 
country  road  to  the  Wilson  pike,  near  Edmonson's  house;  Croxton  marched 
parallel  to  the  Franklin  pike.  At  Wilson's  mill  Hammond  was  found  encamped, 
and  left  to  bring  up  the  rear ;  Stewart's  brigade,  of  the  fifth  division,  having 
halted  to  feed.  Hammond  was  delayed  longer  then  was  intended,  and  in  with- 
drawing was  attacked  by  the  rebel  cavalry,  but  succeeded,  with  slight  loss,  in 
repelling  the  enemy  from  the  neighborhood  of  Brentwood.  After  the  infantry 
had  halted,  the  whole  command  marched,  by  various  country  roads,  to  Thomp- 
son's chapel,  on  the  Wolensville  pike,  where  it  took  up  a  strong  defensive  posi- 
tion for  the  night.  Before  daylight  next  morning  it  marched  to  Nashville,  and 
later  in  the  evening  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Cumberland  river,  and 
encamped  in  Edgefield.  During  the  ensuing  ten  days  every  effort  was  made  to 
put  the  corps  int^  an  efficient  condition,  clothes  were  drawn  for  the  men,  the 
horses  were  shod,  extra  shoes  were  fitted,  and  every  horse  that  could  either  be 
drawn  from  the  corrals  of  broken-down  stock, Jor  reached  in  Tennessee  and 
southern  Kentucky,  was  taken.  By  these  means  the  cavalry  corps,  exclusive  of 
La  Grange  and  Watkins's  brigades  of  the  first  division,  was  increased  to  nearly 
9,000  mounted  men.  Besides  this,  two  brigades,  of*  fifteen  hundred  men  each, 
were  organized  out  of  the  dismounted  men  previously  assigned  at  the  cavalry 
depot  near  Nashville.  While  in  camp  the  river  was  carefully  watched  by  the 
seventh  Ohio  cavalry  from  Nashville  to  the  vicinity  of  Clarksville. 

On  the  2d  of  December  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Hammond  was  ordered, 
with  his  brigade,  to  Gallatin,  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  Cumberland  river, 
as  far  up  as  Carthage.  Having  heard  from  his  ecouts  that  a  rebel  force  had 
taken  post  at  Lebanon,  by  the  assistance  of  gunboats  sent  for  that  purpose  on 

the  night  of  the ,  he  crossed  the  river  with  a  strong  force,  well  mounted, 

and  made  a  reconnoissance  to  and  beyond  that  place,  but  found  no  enemy. 

On  the  11th  of  December,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  Major  General 
Thomas,  I  ordered  Brigadier  General  E.  M.  McCook  to  take  his  battery  and 
Watkins's  brigade  towards  Bowling  Green  until  he  met  La  Grange's  brigade,  and 
with  the  united  force  go  in  pursuit  of  General  Lyon,  who  crossed  the  Cumberland 
river  below  Clarksville  on  the  9th  December,  and  was  supposed  to  be  marching, 
rui  Hopkinsville,  to  destroy  Green  River  bridge,  on  the  Louisville  and  Nashville 
railroad.  General  McCook  came  up  with  the  rebels  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
at  Hopkinsville,  and  after  a  sharp  fight  captured  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
drove  them  from  the  place.  They  retreated  rapidly  towards  Green  river,  pursued 
by  La  Grange's  brigade.  He  was  compelled  to  disband  his  conscripts,  and 
le^ve  many  of  his  men.  With  the  balance  he  pushed  on  through  Madisonville, 
Ashbysburg,  and  Elizabeth  town,  crossing  Tradewater,  Green  river,  and  the 
Louisville  and  Nashville  railroad  in  his  route.  La  Grange  was  greatly  delayed 
by  the  muddy  roads,  swollen  streams,  and  the  destruction  of  the  bridges  and 
boats.  The  pursuit  was  relinquished  at  Hodgesville,  Lyon's  command  having 
become  reduced  400  or  500  men,  more  bent  on  escaping  from  Kentucky  thau 
to  inflict  injuries  upon  the  forces  sent  against  him.  For  a  detailed  account  of 
the  operations  of  General  McCook's  command  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  his 
report,  submitted  herewith. 

On  the  9th  of  November  I  received  orders  from  Major  General  Thomas  to 
move  my  command  to  the  north  side  of  the  (Cumberland,  to  take  position  between 
the  Hillsboro*  and  Hardin  pikes,  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  join  in  the  attack 
against  General  Hood  the  next  day.  But  a  heavy  rain  setting  in,  General  Thomaa 
delayed  his  operations ;  snow,  sleet,  and  intense  cold  followed,  covering  the  ground 
BO  thickly  with  ice  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  move  cavalry  not  spec\s^>^  ^^s^ 
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for  Bucli  an  occasion.  In  fact,  neither  infantry  nor  cavalry  could  have  marcbed 
over  a  country  so  undulating  and  broken  as  tbat  separating  our  lines  from  those 
of  the  enemy. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th  the  weather  changed,  and  the  ice  began  to  melt. 
The  cavalry  corps  (all  detachments  having  been  drawn  in)  in  the  morning  began 
crossing,  and  by  night  was  in  the  position  assigned  it,  ready  to  move  against  tlie 
enemy  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  ground  would  allow  it.  By  the  night  of 
the  14th  everything  seemed  favorable,  officers  and  men  confident  of  the  resuU 
that  would  follow  a  well  directed  attack-.  In  the  order  of  battle  made  by  General 
Thomas,  the  cavalry  was  directed  to  attack  upon  the  right  of  the  infantry,  con- 
foiTU  to  its  movements,  drive'the  enemy's  force  from  the  Charlotte  and  Hardia 
pikes,  and  the  banks  of  the  Cumberland  at  Bell's  landing,  turn  and  envelop  the 
enemy's  left  flank,  and,  if  possible,  strike  them  in  the  rear.  In  making  arrange- 
ments to  comply  with  these  instructions,  I  conferred  with  General  A.  J.  Smith, 
commanding  the  detachments  of  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  His  troops  having 
been  engaged  in  holding  that  part  of  the  defences  from  the  Hillsboro*  pike, 
westward  to  the  river,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  assemble  in  such  a  way  as 
not  to  encumber  the  ground  upon  which  the  cavalry  was  to  operate.  To  accom- 
pli.-^h  this  the  general  assured  me  he  would  march  the  division  on  my  right  to 
the  left,  by  roads  to  the  rear  of  my  command  inside  of  the  intrenchments.  The 
commanding  officers  of  brigades  and  divisions,  having  personally  examined  the 
ground  upon  which  they  were  to  operate,  were  assembled  at  my  headquarters, 
and  received  tlieir  instructions  verbally.  To  prevent  any  misunderstanding  they 
were  furnished  with  written  orders,  to  the  following  effect,  on  the  night  of  the  14ih 
November.  The  fifth  division.  Brigadier  General  Edwaid  Hatch  commanding, 
was  directed  to  debouch  from  the  fortifications  at  or  near  the  Hardin  pike,  and 
move  with  its  right  flank  on  or  near  the  pike,  its  left  flank  connected  with  the 
infantry  of  Major  General  Smith  to  clear  its  own  front,  and  as  soon  as  Smith  should 
carry  the  rebel  advanced  position  to  swing  to  the  left,  envelop  and  take  in  reverse 
the  enemy's  left  flank.  Croxtou's  brigade,  of  the  first  division,  was  ordered  to  de- 
bouch near  the  Hardin  pike  by  a  direct  road  between  that  and  the  Charlotte  pike,  to 
move  with  its  left  flank  connecting  with  Hatch's  division  audits  right,  following  the' 
line  of  the  ridge  between  the  Charlotte  and  Hardin  pike.  After  clearing  the  Hardin 
pike  of  the  enemy,  and  crosir^iug  Richland  creek,  General  Croxton  was  directed 
to  conform  to  the  movements  on  his  h.ft.  The  sixth  division,  (one  brigade 
mounted,  the  other  having  no  horses,)  Brigadier  General  R.  W.  Johnson  com- 
manding, was  ordered  to  move  by  the  Charlotte  pike,  clear  that  road  of  the  en- 
emy, keeping  connexion  with  Croxtou's  by  skirmishers  or  patrols,  and  to  push 
as  far  as  Davidson's  house,  eight  miles  from  the  city,  so  as  to  cover  the  move- 
ment of  the  balance  of  the  corps  from  the  enemy's  cavalry.  General  Johnson 
was  specially  charged  with  looking  out  for  the  guns  at  Bell's  landing,  and  the 
force  with  them.  Brigadier  General  James  F.  Knipe,  commanding  the  sevcnih 
division,  (one  brigade  mounted,  the  other  dismounted,)  was  directed  to  debouch 
on  the  Hardin  pike  after  the  movement  had  begun,  and  hold  himself  in  read- 
iness to  move  in  any  direction.  Brigade  and  division  commanders  were  in- 
formed that  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  corps  were  designed  to  clear  the  ene- 
my from  its  immediate  front,  cover  the  right  of  the  infantry,  envelop  the  enemy's 
left  flank,  atoick  him  in  the  rear,  and,  if  possible,  to  force  its  way  to  the  Frank- 
lin pike,  at  or  near  Brentwood.  The  country  being  ploughed  fields  or  heavily 
timbered  hills,  very  abrupt  and  difficult,  they  were  directed  to  leave  all  wheels, 
except  those  of  the  artillery,  behind.  The  whole  command  was  under  arms, 
ready  to  move  by  6  a.  m.,  December  15,  but  owing  to  a  dense  fog  the  attack  was 
delayed.  By  8.30  a.  m.  it  had  cleared  away,  but  SicArthur's  division  not  having 
been  directed  to  march,  as  General  Snn'th  had  promised,  moved  across  the  front 
of  my  command,  t\v}iv;\iy  dd?i^\\\^  the  general  advance  until  about  10  a.  ra. 
Had  the  enemy  \)eeu  si^gcawW^  B\viY\.\\i\^  ^^-ec^  m\^\.\i^>«^  Wi.wvery  detrimental 
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to  the  executiou  of  the  plan  of  attack.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  infantry  on 
Hatch's  left  began  moving  he  advanced  bnt  hia  left,  touching  the  Hardin  pike, 
and  his  right  extending  towards  the  Charlotte  pike.  The  position  which  the 
infantry  occupied  being  further  to  the  right  than  was  originally  intended  com- 
pelled a  corresponding  change  on  the  part  of  the  cavalry.  Simultaneously  with 
the  advance  of  the  infantry  the  cavalry  forces  moved  as  directed.  Hatch's  di- 
vision was  still  further  delayed,  after  beginning  to  advance,  by  McArthur's  in- 
fantry, but  finally,  having  a  clear  road,  advanced  rapidly  with  a  strong  line  of 
skirmishers.  The  enemy  (Ecton's  brigade  of  infantry)  wen*  found  posted 
beyond  Richland  creek,  on  commanding  ground  well  intrenched,  but  by  a  gal- 
lant charge  by  Stewart's  brigade  were  driven  rapidly  beyond  Hardin's  house 
with  the  loss  of  some  prisoners  and  intrenching  tools.  When  near  the  latter 
place  the  twelfth  Tennessee  cavalry,  Colonel  8paulding  commanding,  charged 
the  enemy,  capturing  forty-three  prisoners,  the  headquarters  train  of  General 
Chambers,  fourteen  wagons,  containing  baggage,  papers,  and  records.  Having 
cleared  his  front,  General  Hatch  marched  rapidly  by  the  left  flank  with  his  first 
brigade  to  join  the  second  brigade,  which,  wheeling  with  the  infantry,  found 
itself  on  the  flank  of  a  four-gun  battery  posted  in  a  redoubt  covering  the  enemy's 
I  It.  Having  posted  his  battery  I,  first  Illinois  light  artillery,  so  as  to  enfilade 
the  enemy,  General  Hatch  pushed  forward  Colonel  Coon's  brigade,  (dismounted,) 
charged  the  rebel  infantry  supports,  broke  them,  and  captured  the  redoubt  with 
its  guns.  Lieutenant  Budd,  of  the  second  Iowa  cavalry,  Avas  the  first  man  in 
the  redoubt,  closely  followed  by  Lieutenant  Colvier,  acting  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
eral of  the  division.  In  this  attack  a  portion  of  the  infantry  skirmish  line  gave  as- 
sistance. The  captured  guns  were  turned  upon  the  enemy,  occupying  a  higher 
hill  strongly  intrenched,  still  further  on.  Hastily  forming,  the  second  brigade 
pushed  boldly  forward,  the  first  brigade  following  the  movement  still  further  to 
the  right.  The  enemy's  rear  position  was  very  strong;  the  left  of  their  line  oc- 
cupied a  hill  still  higher  than  the  one  already  carried,  and  with  steep  sides.  On 
the  top  of  it  they  had  constructed  an  irregular  enclosed  work  of  rails  and  earth, 
in  which  a  four-gun  field  battery  was  placed.  To  men  less  brave  and  determined 
than  the  dismounted  horsemen  of  Hatch's  division,  it  would  have  seemed  like 
madness  to  attack  such  a  position.  I  have  seen  columns  of  infantry  hesitate  to 
attack  positions  not  half  so  strong,  but  Coon's  brigade,  armed  with  the  Spencer 
carbine,  and  in  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  at  the  command  of  General  Hatch  ad- 
vanced at  the  charge.  In  spite  of  the  steep  acclivity  and  withering  fire  of  ar- 
tillery and  musketry  from  the  rebel  parapet,  the  redoubt  was  carried  with  the 
battery  of  four  guns,  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners.  While  the 
second  brigade  was  collecting  and  forming  its  scattered  ranks  General  Hatch, 
with  the  first  brigade,  crossed  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  and  again  attacked  the  ene- 
my on  another  range  of  hills,  drove  them  from  it,  and  took  possession  of  a  battery 
of  four  guns  in  the  valley  beyond.  It  was  almost  dark ;  the  cavalrymen,  having 
been  fighting  all  day  on  foot,  owing  to  the  roughness  of  the  country,  were  exceed- 
ingly fatigued.  General  Hatch  was  directed  to  bring  up  his  horses,  collect  his  men, 
and  bivouack  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike.  The  23d  corps.  Major  General  Schofield  com- 
manding, had  moved  to  the  right  of  Smith's  corps,  and  carried  the  hills  in  its 
front  just  before  dark.  General  Hatch  was  directed  to  connect  with  Schofield's 
right,  and  cover  it  from  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  Hatch  had  broken  through  the 
enemy  on  Hardin  pike  Knipe  was  directed  to  move  out  and  pass  to  Hatch's 
right,  conform  to  his  movements,  and  push  in  upon  the  enemy's  rear.  The  first 
brigade.  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Hammond  commanding,  advanced  to  the 
Hillsbori)'  pike,  striking  it  near  the  six-mile  post,  and  three  miles  further  on 
turned  up  a  branch  of  Richland  creek  and  reached  the  Granny  White  pike  just 
at  dark.  The  dismounted  brigade  took  position  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  covering 
Hatch  and  Hammond  from  an  advance  of  the  rebel  cavalry  on  that  road.  Qrs^jn^- 
•^on's  brigade  and  Johnson's  division  having  been  delayed,  like  Hatch,  \yy  '^^>a^^' 
t27 
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thur's  infantry,  moved  promptly  forward  at  the  word,  and  found  the  enemy 
posted  beyond  Richland  creek.  The  rebel  cavalry,  with  four  guns  well  posted, 
seemed  determined  to  hold  tlieir  ground,  but  strongly  attacked  by  Harrison's 
brigade  of  Johnson's  division  in  front,  while  Croxton's  pressed  on  their  right 
they  were  forced  to  give  way.  Croxton,  after  following  several  miles,  turned 
to  the  left,  crossed  the  Harding  pike,  and  marched  through  the  country, 
skirmishing  with  Chambers,  moving  in  the  same  direction,  and,  finally,  after 
dark,  bivouacked  near  the  six-mile  post  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike.  Johnson  con- 
tinued his  advance  along  the  Charlotte  pike  and  came  up  with  the  rebels, 
strongly  posted,  beyond  a  small  creek  emptying  into  the  Cumberland  river,  near 
BelPs  landing.  After  some  sharp  skirmishing.  General  Johnson  made  digposi- 
tions  to  attack  the  rebels*  right  in  conjunction  with  Croxton,  hoping  thereby  to 
drive  them  from  the  road  and  separate  them  from  the  main  rebel  army.  The 
gunboats  dropped  down  and  opened  upon  their  flanks,  while  Lieutenant  SmiUi, 
with  battery  I,  fourth  United  States  artillery,  opened  upon  them  in  front.  General 
Croxton  having  by  my  orders  turned  towards  the  left.  General  Johnson  did  not 
think  himself  strong  enough  to  risk  an  attack  upon  the  rebel  position ;  night 
coming  on  he  bivouacked  in  their  front,  intending  to  attack  before  daylight  the 
next  morning.  This  plan  was  frustrated  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  rebels  after 
night.  The  first  day's  operations  having  resulted  in  driving  back  the  enemy's 
entire  left  wing  four  miles,  with  our  cavalry  on  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the 
enemy,  orders  were  issued  for  the  continuance  of  operations  the  next  day. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  Hammond's  pickets,  on  the  Granny  White 
pike,  were  attacked  and  driven  in,  but  ordering  him  to  strengthen  them  with  his 
entire  brigade,  if  necessary,  he  in  turn  drove  the  enemy  back.  At  the  same 
time  I  directed  General  Hatch  to  move  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  passing  towards 
Hammond's  left.  The  country,  very  hilly  and  densely  covered  with  timber, 
was  entirely  impracticable  for  mounted  men.  The  whole  force  was,  there- 
fore, dismounted  and  pushed  forward.  Croxton  moved  to  the  front,  ready  to 
support  either  Hammond  or  Hatch,  and  orders  were  sent  to  Johnson  to 
march  across  the  country  to  the  Hillsboro'  pike.  By  noon  the  skirmishers  of 
Hatch  and  Hammond  had  formed  a  continuous  line,  stretching  from  the  right 
of  Schofield's  corps  across  the  Granny  White  pike.  This  line  was  parallel  to 
that  of  the  enemy,  and  facing  in  the  direction  of  Nashville.  The  men  of  the 
iifth  and  seventh  divisions,  urged  forward  by  their  gallant  officers,  steadily 
pressed  the  enemy  back  at  every  point,  skirmishing  heavily.  Having  informed 
Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield  of  the  position  occupied  by  my  command,  and 
what  it  was  doing,  the  infantry  was  ordered  forward  on  the  right,  and  as  they 
charged  the  front  of  the  rebels'  works.  Coon's  brigade  of  Hatch's  division 
attacked  them  in  the  rear.  Pressed  in  front,  flank,  and  rear,  about  4  p.  m.  the 
enemy  broke  and  fled  in  confusion  from  the  field  ;  Croxton's  was  hurried  from 
the  Hillsboro'  pike,  towards  Brentwood,  but  could  not  reach  the  flying  army 
before  dark.  Hatch  and  Knipe  were  ordered  to  mount  their  commands  and 
pursue  with  all  possible  rapidity.  As  on  the  day  before,  from  the  difficult  char- 
acter of  the  gi-ound,  and  the  distance  travelled  dismounted,  considerable  time 
was  unavoidably  lost  before  the  horses  could  be  led  to  the  men.  Hatch  wa? 
directed  to  push  down  the  Granny  White  pike,  and  if  possible  reach  the  Frank- 
lin pike  that  night.  He  had  not,  however,  gone  more  than  a  mile  when  hii 
advance  encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry,  (Chalmers's  division,)  strongly  posted 
across  the  road  beyond  a  barricade  of  rails.  A  portion  of  the  command  were 
hastily  dismounted  and  deployed  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  W^hile  the  skir- 
mishers were  advancing,  the  twelfth  Tennessee  cavalry,  led  by  Colonel  Sjuiald- 
ing,  charged  the  enemy,  broke  his  lines,  scattered  them  in  all  directions,  and 
captured  Brigadier  General  Rucker,  then  in  command  of  the  division.  Night 
having  closed  in,  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  make  his  escape.  The  pursuit  was 
necessarily  discontinued ;  men  and  horses  being  worn  oat  and  hungry.    The 
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corps  bivouacked  for  the  night ;  Knipe,  Croxton,  and  Hatch's  on  the  Granny 
White  pike,  and  Johnson,  on  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  near  the  Harpcth  river.  Be- 
fore daylight  they  were  in  motion  again  ;  Knipe's,  in  the  advance,  marched 
through  the  country  to  the  Franklin  pike ;  Croxton  crossed  and  marched  over 
on  the  other  side,  through  the  fields,  to  its  left; ;  Hatch  marched  down  almost 
simultaneously  with  Harrison's  advance.  Hatch  and  Croxton  crossed  soon 
after  at  the  fords  above  the  town.  At  Franklin  the  enemy's  hospitals,  with 
about  two  thousand  wounded,  fell  into  our  hands ;  two  hundred  of  our  own 
wounded,  left  there  on  the  retreat  to  Nashville,  were  also  recovered,  together 
with  1,700  rations.  The  pursuit  was  immediately  continued,  Knipe  and  Hatch 
moving  in  parallel  columns  along  the  Carter's  Creek  pike  and  Columbia  pike ; 
Johnson  down  the  Carter's  Creek  pike,  and  Croxton  on  the  Lewisburg  pike. 
The  flanking  columns  were  directed  to  push  rapidly  forward,  and  endeavor  to 
press  round  the  flanks  of  the  enemy's  rear-guard,  composed  almost  entirely  of 
infantry,  while  a  strong  force  of  skirmishers  across  the  pike  should  press  it  con- 
tinually, and  compel  it  to  form  line  as  frequently  as  possible.  By  these  means 
I  hoped  to  break  up  their  last  organized  force,  and  aisperse  their  disorganized 
and  flying  mass  they  were  covering.  My  orders  were  obeyed  with  great  alacrity, 
but  the  enemy  finding  his  flank  so  much  endangered,  retired  as  rapidly,  but 
skirmishing  heavily  with  Hatch  and  Knipe.  Late  in  the  evening,  apparently 
exhausted  with  rapid  marching,  the  rebels  took  a  strong  position  in  open  fields, 
about  a  mile  north  of  the  West  Harpeth.  It  was  then  almost  dark  from  fog 
and  approaching  night.  The  men  of  General  Hatch's  advance,  by  their  rapid 
movements,  had  become  so  intermingled  with  the  sullen  and  disheartened  enemy, 
he  began  to  doubt  that  the  forces  in  his  front  were  really  those  of  the  rebel 
rear- guard.  The  momentary  hesitation  caused  by  this  uncertamty  gave  the 
rebels  an  opportunity  to  put  their  batteries  in  position  and  reform  their  line. 
I  immediately  gave  orders  for  Hatch  and  Knipe  to  collect  their  men  and  charge 
both  flanks  of  the  enemy,  and  directed  my  escort,  the  fourth  United  States 
cavalry,  about  two  hundred  strong,  Lieutenant  Joseph  Hedges  commanding,  to 
charge  their  centre  on  the  pike.  These  orders  had  scarcely  been  given,  before 
the  enemy  opened  a  rapid  fire  from  their  battery,  not  over  three  hundred  yards 
from  us.  Hatch's  battery  promptly  replied ;  Lieutenant  Hedges,  thinking  that 
I  simply  wished  him  to  ascertain  the  real  character  of  the  force  in  our  front, 
hastily  moved  his  regiment  about,  and  to  the  side  of  the  road,  out  of  the  range 
of  the  rebel  guns,  but,  at  my  order,  as  promptly  resumed  his  original  formation 
in. column  of  fours,  in  the  road,  and  dashing  forward  at  the  gallop,  with  sabres 
drawn,  broke  through  the  enemy's  battery.  Hatch's  division  and  Hammond's 
brigade,  dismounted,  dashed  forward  at  the  same  time.  The  enemy,  broken  in  the 
centre  and  pressed  back  on  both  flanks,  fled  rapidly  from  the  field,  withdrawing 
his  guns  at  a  gallop.  Lieutenant  Hedges,  outstripping  his  men,  was  captured  thnre 
different  times,  but  throwing  away  his  hat  and  raising  the  cry, "  the  Yankees  are 
coming ;  run  for  your  lives,"  succeeded  in  getting  away.  The  rout  was  com- 
plete, and  although  it  was  then  very  dark,  everybody  pressed  rapidly  forward ; 
the  fourth  cavalry  and  General  Hatch,  with  a  handful  of  men,  in  advance  on 
the  pike,  and  the  fifth  division  on  the  right  and  left.  General  Hammond,  with  the 
tenth  Indiana  cavalry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gresham  commanding,  fording  the  West 
Harpcth,  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  right,  again  struck  the  rebels  on  the  flank. 
Pressed  in  all  directions,  the  artillerymen  left  their  guns  and  saved  themselves 
as  best  they  could  ;  the  infantry  scattered  in  all  directions.  Darkness  alone 
enabled  the  entire  command  to  escape.  The  rebel  force  was  found  to  be  Steven- 
son's division  of  Lee's  corps,  under  command  of  General  Forrest,  who  had  just 
returned  from  Murfreesboro'.  Early  the  next  morning  the  cavalry  corps, 
although  out  of  rations,  again  renewed  the  pursuit ;  Croxton  and  Johnson  en- 
deavoring to  strike  the  enemy  at  Spring  Hill ;  Hatch  and  Knipe  movvQL<^'^^^2c^ 
day  before.    The  enemy  having  encamped  at  Spring  Hill,  marc\ifc\  x»s^^c% 
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towards  Columbia,  but  could  not  be  again  brougjlit  to  a  stand.  The  densely 
wooded  country,  muddy  roads,  and  ploughed  fields,  rendered  almost  impu^sable 
by  the  constant  rain,  miide  it  very  difficult  for  the  troops,  travelling  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  pike,  to  get  forward  fast  enough  to  overtake  the  enemy 
marching  on  the  pike.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  command  halted  seven  miles 
north  of  Columbia,  for  rations,  having  had  nothing  to  eat  since  the  day 
before,  and  nothing  in  the  country  for  them  to  take.  Supplies  arrived  during 
the  night,  and  early  in  the  morning  the  pursuit  was  resumed,  notwithstanding 
a  heavy  storm  of  rain  and  snow  then  prevailing  General  Hatch  arrived  at 
Rutherford  creek  at  an  early  hour,  followed  closely  by  the  4th  corps.  Owing 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  by  order  of  General  Thomas,  the  balance  of 
the  cavalry  corps  remained  in  bivouack.  Rutherford  creek,  swollen  by  the 
rains,  and  having  steep  and  abrupt  banks,  could  not  be  forded.  The  pontoon 
train  was  behind,  and  did  not  amvc  until  the  next  day. 

The  enemy  occupied  a  strong  position,  commanding  the  site  of  the  old  bridge. 
General  Hatch  succeeded  in  crossing  a  few  skirmishers  on  the  ruins  of  the  upper 
railroad  bridge,  about  a  mile  from  the  pike,  but  after  some  skirmishing  with- 
drew them  to  the  north  bank  after  dark. 

The  morning  of  the  26th,  General  Hatch  constructed  a  floating  bridge  out  of 
the  debris  of  the  lower  railroad  bridge,  and  crossed  his  entire  command ;  but 
the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  getting  everthing  across  Duck  river  the  night 
before.  This  stream  being  also  much  swollen,  could  not  be  crossed  until 
the  pontoon  bridge  was  laid.  Brigadier  Generals  Johnson  and  Knipe  were 
sent  to  Nashville  to  remount  their  dismounted  brigades  on  the  20th. 

On  the  24  th  of  December,  the  whole  corps  having  crossed  Duck  river,  resumed  the 
pursuit,  but  General  Hood  had  improved*his  opportunity,  and  re-formed  his  rear- 
guard by  selecting  all  of  the  well  armed  infantry  of  his  command.  They  were 
organized  into  eight  brigades  of  about  Ave  hundred  men  each.  The  available 
cavalry  that  could  be  controlled  were  also  used,  all  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  Forrest.  The  teams  and  body  of  the  army  were  hurried  towards 
the  Tennessee  river,  marching  to  Pulaski,  and  thence  by  the  dirt  roads  to  Bain- 
bridge.  The  rear-guard  had  thus  a  clear  road,  and  when  pressed  could  fall  back 
rapidly.  The  country  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  pike,  very  broken  and  densely 
timbered,  was  almost  impassable ;  the  pike  itself  passing  through  the  gorges  of 
the  hills,  was  advantageous  to  the  enemy.  With  a  few  men  he  could  compel 
the  pursuing  force  to  develop  a  front  almost  anywhere.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Lynnville,  the  country  being  open,  the  rebels  were  driven  rapidly  back,  and  at 
Buford's  station,  near  Richlana  creek,  while  Hatch  was  pressing  them  on  the 
pike,  Croxton  struck  them  in  flank,  and  drove  them  in  confusion  beyond  Rich- 
land creek.  In  this  affair  one  flag  and  a  number  of  prisoners  were  captured, 
and  the  rebel  General  Buford  wounded  through  the  leg.  The  rebels  retreated 
that  night  to  the  vicinity  of  Pulaski,  but  the  next  day  were  driven  through  that 
place,  closely  pressed  by  Harrison's  brigade.  The  brigade  across  Hichland 
creek  was  saved  by  the  celerity  and  good  management  with  which  Colonel  Har- 
rison handled  his  command,  so  that  without  delaying  he  continued  the  pursuit, 
and  by  2  p.  m.  came  up  with  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched  at  the  head  of  a 
heavily  wooded  and  deep  ravine  through  which  ran  the  road.  The  country  wai* 
so  difficult  and  broken  that  the  men  of  Harrison's  brigade  were  necessarily  in 
weak  order,  but  nothing  daunted,  they  pressed  the  enemy's  skirmishers  hucjs, 
to  their  fortified  position.  Here  they  were  compelled  to  halt,  and  while  the  troops 
of  Hatch's,  Croxton'g,  and  Hammond's  commands  were  marching  through  thr 
woods  to  their  support,  a  few  hundred  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  for  the  first  timt! 
since  the  battles  about  Nashville,  sallied  forth  from  their  breastworks  and  drove 
back  Harrison's  attenuated  skirmish  line,  and  captured  one  gun  of  Smith's  battery 
I,  fourth  United  Staler  a.Y\\\\et^.  Tli^y  were  promptly  driven  back,  but  had 
succeeded  in  geUmg  l\ie  Q.a^\.\xx\i^  ^xi  oS..    ^^\w\wi\A,  ^\^^\ftw,  and  Hatch 
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moving  cai  the  flanks  of  their  position,  they  abandoned  it  hastily  just  before 
night,  leaving  about  fifty  prisoners  in  our  hands. 

On  the  26th  the  pursuit  was  continued  to  the  Sugar  creeek,  the  enemy  falling 
back,  and  making  but  slight  resistance.  At  the  latter  place  they  took  up  a  strong 
position,  and  held  it  until  General  Hammond  had  developed  his  forces,  and  got 
ready  to  attack.  Hastily  withdrawing,  they  continued  their  march  throughout 
the  night.  It  has  now  become  evident  that  no  effort  on  the  part  of  my  com- 
mand could  again  bring  Forrest  to  such  another  engagement.  Having  neither 
rations  nor  forage,  and  learning  that  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  troops  had  already 
reached  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee,  I  directed  the  corps  to  halt,  and  the 
next  morning  I  sent  Colonel  Spaulding,  of  the  twelfth  Tenurissee  cavalry,  with 
five  hundred  picked  men,  after  the  enemy,  with  directions  to  continue  the  pursuit 
until  he  had  reached  the  Tennessee  river.  He  reached  the  river  at  Bainbridge 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  2Sth,  the  last  of  the  enemy  having  crossed  and  taken 
up  the  bridge  during  the  night.  The  road  from  Pulaski  to  Bainbridge  was  as 
bad  as  it  could  possibly  be,  the  country  through  which  it  runs  almost  entirely 
denuded  of  forage  and  army  supplies.  Both  men  and  horses  suffered  greatly. 
Hood  having  effected  his  escape,  the  corps  was  ordered  to  Eastport  for  the  pur- 
pose of  refitting  and  resting.  Before  this  order  was  received,  however.  Hatch, 
Hammond,  and  Harrison  had  marched  to  Athens,  on  the  road  to  Huntsville,  in 
pursuance  of  previous  instructions  from  General  Thomas.  The  report  of  the 
provost  marshal  shows  that  during  these  operations  the  corps  captured  from  the 
enemy  thirty-two  guns,  eleven  caissons,  twelve  colors,  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  prisoners,  including  one  general  officer,  and  compelled  them 
to  abandon  or  destroy  over  one  hundred  wagons,  eight  ambulances,  and  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  mules.  Detachments  of  the  sixth  and 
seventh  divisions  accompanied  the  movement  of  Major  General  Steedman  south 
of  the  Tennessee,  and  burned  the  rebel  pontoon  and  a  large  supply  train — in 
all  eighty  pontoons,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  wagons.  Our  losses  were 
one  gun,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  officers  and  men  killed,  five  hundred  and 
twenty-one  wounded,  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  missing. 

For  the  details  of  these  operations,  and  acts  of  special  gallantry,  I  respect- 
fully refer  to  the  reports  of  Generals  McCook,  Hatch,  Hammond,  Johnson,  and 
Croxton,  which  I  submit  herewith.  Reports  of  other  commanders  will  be  sent 
forward  as  soon  as  obtained. 

The  operations  of  the  third  division,  extending  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah, 
are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  General  Kilpatrick  and  his  subordinate  officers, 
submitted  herewith. 

General  Kilpatrick  and  his  gallant  command  are  specially  worthy  of  praise 
for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they  co-operated  with  the  movements  of  the 
infantry  in  their  long  and  tiresome  march,  as  well  as  for  the  confidence  and 
bravery  with  which  they  attacked  and  defeated,  at  various  times,  the  superior 
numbers  of  the  rebel  cavalry  under  General  Wheeler. 

The  officers  of  my  staff  have  performed  their  duties  most  efficiently  throughout 
the  entire  campaign,  but  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  J. 
Alexander,  assistant  adjutant  general  17th  corps,  chief  of  staff.  Major  £.  B. 
Beaumont,  assistant  adjutant  general,  Captain  £.  B.  Carling,  chief  quartermaster, 
and  Captain  J.  C.  Reed,  chief  commissary.  These  officers  have  fully  earned 
the  promotion  for  which  they  have  been  already  recommended  to  the  War  De- 
partment. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  mention  the  services  of  Major  W.  P.  Chambliss 
and  Captain  John  Green,  United  States  army,  inspectors  of  cavalry.  In  fur- 
nishing re-mounts,  arms,  and  preparing  troops  for  the  field,  they  have  done  more 
than  all  other  persons  towards  promoting  the  efficiency  of  the  cavalry  service 
in  this  military  division. 

Before  closing  this  report  it  may  not  be  improper  to  say  that  tlvrox^^^  "^c^ 


422  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

entire  campaign  the  bravery  and  steadiness  of  the  cavalry  troops,  new  and  old* 
were  most  conspicuous.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  admirable  than  their 
conduct  on  the  Harpeth,  in  the  two  days'  battle  at  Nashville,  in  the  affair  on 
the  West  Harpeth ,  or  in  the  pursuit  which  followed.  I  know  of  no  battles  in  the 
war  where  the  influence  of  the  cavalry  was  more  patient,  or  of  any  pursuit  sus- 
tained so  long  and  well.  The  results  of  the  campaign,  added  to  those  following 
the  same  policy  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,»clearly  demonstrate  the  wisdom 
of  massing  the  cavalry  of  an  army,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  obtain  from  the 
War  Department  a  recognition  of  the  corps  already  organized. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brevet  Major  General  IJ.  S,  Volunteers,  Commamllng. 
Brigadier  General  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Chief  of  Staffy 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 


Headquarters  District  of  Etowah, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn,^  January  27,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  during  the  recent  campaign,  which  resulted  in  the  defeat  of 
the  enemy  before  Nashville  and  his  retreat  to  Alabama. 

In  obedience  to  orders  of  Major  General  Thomas,  my  command,  consisting  of 
the  eighteenth  regiment  Ohio  volunteers,  sixty-eighth  regiment  Indiana  Tolun- 
teers,  sixth  Indiana  dismounted  cavalry,  fourteenth,  sixteenth,  and  forty-fourth 
United  States  colored  troops,  detachment  of  the  14th,  20th,  and  17th  army  corps, 
organized  into  a  provisional  division  and  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Charles 
Craft,  and  the  eighteenth  and  twentieth  Indiana  batteries,  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  about  fifty-two  hundred  men,  moved  from  Chattanooga,  by  railroad,  on 
the  29th  day  of  November,  and  proceeded  to  Cowan,  Tennessee,  where  I  took  my 
command  from  the  cars  the  next  morning  at  8  o'clock  and  placed  it  in  position. 

At  6  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  I  received  an  order  by  telegraph,  from 
the  major  general  commanding,  to  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  my  com- 
mand and  report  to  him  at  Nashville,  arriving  at  that  place  at  5  o'clodk  p.  m. 
on  the  first  day  of  December.  By  an  accident  to  one  of  the  trains,  the  command 
of  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  forty-fourth  United  States  colored  infantry,  was  de- 
tained until  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  December,  when  the  train  conveying  the 
troops  was  attacked  by  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  five  miles  south  of  Nashville. 
I  herewith  submit  Colonel  Johnson's  report  of  the  encounters  with  the  enemy. 

On  the  2d  day  of  December  I  moved  my  command,  by  order  of  the  major 
general  commanding,  into  position,  and  occupied  and  fortified  the  ridge  between 
the  Murfreesboro'  and  Nolensville  pike,  and  crossing  the  Nashville  and  Chatta- 
nooga railroad  on  Rain's  farm. 

December  3. — By  order  of  Major  General  Thomas,  I  withdrew  my  command 
from  the  position  occupied  the  day  previous  and  placed  it  on  a  line  indicated, 
nearer  the  city  of  Nashville,  on  the  north  side  of  Brown's  creek,  extending  from 
the  Nolensville  pike  across  the  Murfreesboro'  pike,  the  left  resting  near  the 
house  of  Major  Lewis,  a  short  distance  from  the  Lebanon  pike.  This  position 
was  strongly  fortified  by  my  troops  and  held  until  they  were  withdrawn  to 
participate  in  the  action  of  the  15tn  of  December. 

December  5  and  7. — By  order  of  Major  General  Thomas,  I  directed  a  small 
brigade  of  colored  troops,  under  command  of  Colonel  T.  J.  Morgan,  of  the  four- 
teenth United  States  colored  troops,  and  the  sixty-eighth  Indiana  volanteen 
and  sixth  Indiana  dismounted    cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Biddle,  lo 
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reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  my  front.  This  force  on  both  days 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  left  of  the  worbe,  constructed  by  my  command  on 
Rain's  farm,  which  he  had  taken  possession  of  after  my  troops  abandoned  them. 
These  reconnoissanccs  were  conducted  by  the  officers  in  command  with  prudence, 
energy,  and  ability,  and  were  successful  in  developin;^  the  enemyV  position. 
A  detailed  account  of  the  results  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  Colonel  Morgan 
herewith  forwarded. 

December  11. — In  compliance  with  the  order  of  Major  General  Thomas,  I  di- 
rected Brigadier  General  Craft  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position.  This  re- 
connoissance,  made  by  a  brigade  under  the  command  of  Colonel  J.  G.  Mitchell, 
owing  to  the  whole  surface  of  country  being  covered  with  ice,  rendering  it  im- 
possible for  men  or  animals  to  move  over  uneven  ground,  and  on  account  of  the 
steep  slopes  to  be  ascended  in  approaching  the  enemy's  position,  was  a  difficult 
duty,  but  it  was  accomplished  and  the  position  of  the  enemy  developed. 

December  13. — In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Major  General  Thomas,  a  brigade 
of  General  Craft's  troops,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  A.  A.  Mulley,  recon- 
noitred in  front  of  my  position  and  felt  the  enemy's  right.  The  ground  being 
still  covered  with  smooth  ice  rendered  the  movement  tedious  and  hazardous, 
but  under  all  the  disadvantages  was  skilfully  executed,  the  enemy  forced  into 
his  works,  and  the  objects  of  the  reconnoissauce  accomplished  The  movement 
was  made  under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  Craft. 

December  15. — The  weather  having  moderated  and  the  ground  thawed  suffi- 
ciently to  enable  men  and  animals  to  stand  up,  in  obediencq^to  the  orders  of 
Major  General  Thomas,  the  provisional  division  of  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier  General  Craft,  moved  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.  and  relieved  the  troops  of  the 
4th  and  23d  army  corps,  occupying  the  exterior  line  of  works,  and  protecting 
the  front  of  this  line  from  the  Acklin  Place  to  Fort  Negley,  and  commanding 
the  approaches  to  the  city  by  the  Granny  White,  Franklin,  and  Nolensville  pikes. 
Brigadier  General  J.  F.  Miller  reported  his  command  to  me  at  4  o'clock  a.  m., 
and  occupied  the  works  from  Fort  Negley  to  the  Lebanon  pike,  commanding 
the  approaches  to  the  city  by  the  Murfreesboro',  Chicken,  and  Lebanon  pikes. 
Brigadier  General  J.  L.  Donaldson  reported  his  command  at  G  o'clock  and  oc- 
cupied the  works  from  the  right  of  General  Craft's  command  to  the  Cumberland 
river,  commanding  the  approaches  to  the  city  by  the  Harding  and  Hillsboro' 
turnpikes.  Having  thus  disposed  the  troops  as  directed  for  the  protection  of  the 
city,  fully  commanding  all  its  approaches,  and  rendering  the  public  property  and 
supplies  secure  against  sudden  attack  from  either  flank,  I  moved  at  half  past  5 
o'clock  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Major  General  Thomas,  with  the 
twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  one  hundreth  regiments  of  colored  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Thompson,  of  the  twelfth  colored;  the  fourteenth,  seventeenth, 
forty-fourth,  and  a  detachment  of  the  eighteenth  regiment  colored  troops,  render 
command  of  Colonel  T.  J.  Morgan,  of  the  fourteenth  colored;  the  sixty-eighth 
Indiana  volunteers,  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  and  the  second  battalion  of  the 
1 4th  army  corps,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  H.  GrosA-enor,  and 
the  twentieth  Indiana  and  eighteenth  Ohio  batteries,  to  attack  the  enemy's 
right,  employ  his  forces  at  that  point,  and  as  far  as  possible  by  my  movement  to 
mislead  him  as  to  the  real  point  of  attack.  The  fog  was  very  dense  and  delayed, 
somew-hat,  movement  on  the  entire  line.  A  few  minutes  before  8,  when  the  fog 
had  partially  cleared  away  and  all  my  dispositions  had  been  made  for  attack. 
Brigadier  General  William  D.  Whipple,  chief  of  staflf  of  the  department  of  the 
Cumberland,  instructed  me,  by  order  of  Major  General  Thomas,  as  to  the  line  of 
attack;  at  8  o'clock,  the  time  designated,  the  attack  was  made  by  the  troops  of 
Colonel  Morgan  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Grosvenor,  Colonel  Morgan  command- 
ing, advancing  from  the  Murfrcesboro'  pike  towards  Riddler's  Hill,  rapidly 
driving  in  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  and  assaulting  his  line  of  works  betweesx 
the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  and  the  Murfrcesboro'  pike.     "^^^  *^^^^ 
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assault  the  troops  behaved  well,  carrying  a  position  of  the  enemy's  works,  but 
as  they  Avcre  exposed  to  destructive  fire,  the  enemy  rapidly  re-eulbrcing  that 
point  of  his  line,  and  as  my  object  was  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  purposes 
of  the  major  general  commanding,  I  withdrew  this  force  and  immediately  re- 
formed it  for  an  attack  on  a  force  occupying  an  earthwork  east  of  and  within 
short  musket  range  of  the  Rains  house.  This  attack  was  made  at  1 1  o'clock 
a.  m.  and  resulted  in  my  troops  getting  possession  of  the  Rains  house  and  other 
adjacent  brick  out-buildings,  which  were  loopholed  and  held  until  next  morning. 
While  these  attacks  were  being  made  by  the  troops  under  Colonel  Morgan. 
Colonel  Thompson's  command  moved  across  Brown's  creek,  between  the  Nolens- 
ville  and  Murfreesboro'  turnpikes,  and  attacked  and  carried  the  left  of  the  front 
Ime  of  works  of  the  enemy  resting  on  the  Nolensville  pike.  This  portion  of  the 
enemy's  line  was  held  by  Colonel  Thompson's  command  until  the  morning  of  the 
16th.  During  the  operations  of  my  command  against  the  enemy's  right.  General 
Craft,  holding  the  exterior  line  protecting  the  city  and  watching  vigilantly  all 
the  movements,  saw  an  opportunity  to  use  his  artillery  on  a  flying  column  of 
the  enemy's  troops,  and  promptly  ordered  the  twenty-fourth  Indiana  battery, 
Captain  Sturm,  to  open,  which  he  did  with  eflfect,  scattering  and  demoralizing;: 
this  force.  Darkness  closed  the  operations  of  the  day;  all  the  orders  I  received 
from  Major  General  Thomas  had  been  executed,  his  plans  successful,  and 
victory  crowned  our  efforts.  Throughout  the  day,  and  until  the  action  closed 
at  dark,  my  command  behaved  nobly,  making  the  several  assaults  ordered  with 
cool,  steady  brav^y,  retiring  only  when  ordered  to  do  so.  A  portion  of  the 
command  suffered  severely ;  but  no  troops  behaving  as  gallant  as  they  did,  in 
assaulting  fortified  positions,  could  have  suffered  less  or  borne  their  losses  more 
heroically. 

December  16. — ^\,  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Major  General 
Thomas,  my  command  moved  on  the  enemy's  works  and  found  that  he  had 
evacuated  the  right  of  his  line  in  my  front  during  the  night.  Pushing  out  my 
troops  on  the  Nolensville  pike,  rapidly  driving  his  cavalry,  I  took  up  a  position 
between  the  Nolensville  pike  and  the  left  of  the  4th  corps,  commanded  by 
Brigadier  General  T.  J.  Wood,  my  right  resting  on  the  railroad,  my  left  refused 
near  the  Nolensville  pike  and  covering  the  entire  left  of  our  line,  engaging  and 
putting  to  flight  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  General  Craft,  as  I  advanced 
with  the  troops  under  my  command,  uncovering  the  approaches  to  the  city  by 
the  way  of  the  Murfreesboro'  and  Nolensville  pike,  promptly  pushed  forward  a 
brigade  of  his  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  John  6.  Mitchell,  and 
occupied  Riddler's  Hill,  protecting  our  'rear  against  any  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  use  his  cavalry  to  annoy  us  or  interfere  with  our  ammunition  or  ambulance 
trains.  At  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  Major  General  Thoma.<, 
my  command  formed  a  junction  with  the  command  of  General  Wood,  and  my 
troops  united  with  General  Wood's  in  assaulting  the  enemy,  who  was  strongly 
posted  and  fortified  on  Overton  Hill.  In  this  assault,  although  unsuccessful, 
the  troops  engaged — two  brigades  of  General  Wood's,  and  Colonel  Thompson'^ 
brigade  of  colored  troops,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Grosvenor's  brigade,  from  my 
command — exhibited  courage  and  steadiness  that  challenged  the  admiration  of 
all  who  witnessed  the  charge.  The  concent^ted  fire  of  musketry  and  canister 
from  the  enemy's  works  forced  back  the  men  with  severe  loss.  They  were 
immediately  reformed  to  renew  the  assault  which  would  have  been  promptly 
made,  but  a  division  of  General  Wood's  troops,  as  I  was  informed,  on  the  right 
of  the  Franklin  pike,  taking  advantage  of  the  withdrawal  by  the  enemy  of  a 
portion  of  his  troops  in  their  front  to  re-enforce  Overton  Hill,  made  a  charge, 
which  caused  the  entire  line  of  the  enemy  to  give  way  and  retreat  rapidly  and  in 
disorder.  My  troops,  in  conjunction  with  General  Wood's,  immediately  pursued 
rapidly,  taking  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  pursuit  was  continued  until  after 
dark,  when  our  exhausted  troops  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Brentwood. 
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December  17. — My  commancl,  in  obedience  to  orders,  continued  the  pursuit* 
covering  and  protecting  the  left  of  our  line,  moving  from  Brentwood,  on  the  Wil- 
son pike,  to  a  point  four  miles  south  of  Brentwood,  and  crossing  from  that  point 
by  a  southwest  road  to  Franklin,  where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night,  not  being 
able  to  cross  the  Harpeth  river,  which  was  much  swollen  by  the  heavy  rains 
of  the  night  and  day  previous,  and  the  bridges  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

December  18. — My  command  moved  across  the  river  and  proceeded  about 
three  miles  beyond  Franklin,  on  the  road  to  Spring  Hill,  when,  in  obedience  to 
orders,  I  returned  with  my  troops  to  Franklin  and  marched  to  Murfreesboro'  to 
proceed  by  rail  to  Decatur,  moving  General  Craft's  troops  I'rom  Nashville  by 
the  Murfreesboro*  pike.  The  whole  command  was  concentrated  at  Murfreesboro' 
on  the  evening  of  the  20th.  At  Murfreesboro'  I  received  despatches  from  Colo- 
nel A.  J.  Mackay,  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department,  informing  me  that 
the  transportation  necessary  to  move  my  command  by  rail  to  Decatur  was  on 
the  way  from  Chattanooga,  and  transports  conveying  supplies  would  meet  me 
at  such  point  as  I  might  designate.  These  orders  and  dispositions  of  Colonel 
Mackay  were  all  perfect,  but  the  severe  cold  weather  and  the  criminal  negli- 
gence, incompetency,  and  indifference  of  a  portion  of  the  railroad  employes  oc- 
casioned serious  delay. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  December  my  command  moved  from  Murfrees- 
boro', reaching  the  mouth  of  Limestone  river  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  where 
I  found  Brigadier  General  R.  S.  Granger  with  his  command,  with  four  gun- 
boats, one  armed  transport,  (the  Stone  River,)  and  five  transports,  with  rations 
and  forage,  forwarded  from  Chattanooga  for  my  command. 

December  27. — Having  constructed  the  trestles  and  secured  the  plank  neces- 
sary to  bridge  a  lagoon  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river,  the  night  pre- 
vious, I  moved  a  portion  of  my  command,  with  the  transports  convoyed  by  the 
gunboats,  down  the  river  to  a  point  three  miles  above  Decatur,  where  a  landing 
was  effected,  the  lagoon  rapidly  bridged,  the  troops  crossed  and  pushed  out  in 
the  direction  of  Decatur.  The  enemy  attempted  to  check  the  crossing  of  the 
troops  with  artillery,  which  he  posted  withhi  half  a  mile  of  where  we  were 
crossing  the  lagoon ;  but  my  advance  having  crossed  before  this  artillery  opened, 
was  rapidly  pushed  out  and  drove  it  off.  x\.t  3  o'clock  p.  m.  the  whole  of  my 
infantry  had  crossed,  and  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.  was  in  possession  of  Decatur. 

December  28. — My  artillery  and  cavalry  were  crossed,  the  command  rationed, 
and  moved  out  three  miles  on  the  road  to  Courtland.  The  cavalry,  the  fifteenth 
Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Palmer,  and  detachments  of  the  second  Tennessee,  tenth, 
twelfth,  and  thirteenth  Indiana,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Prosser. 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  650  men,  C(»lonel  William  L.  Palmer,  of 
the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  commanding,  moved  from  Decatur  at  8  o'clock  p. 
m.  and  pushed  rapidly  forward,  encountering  the  enemy  six  miles  from  the  river 
in  the  Courtland' road,  and  at  once  attacked  and  routed  him,  capturing  his  artil- 
lery, a  section  of  6-pounder  brass  guns. 

December  29. — My  command  moved  at  daylight,  the  cavalry  in  advance,  and 
went  into  camp  at  o  o'clock  within  four  miles  of  Courtland.  The  infantry  met 
no  opposition ;  the  cavalry  skirmished  most  of  the  day  in  advance  of  the  in- 
fantry, driving  the  enemy  rapidly  towards  Courtland.  At  Pond  spring,  three 
mil(>s  northeast  of  Courtland,  he  made  a  stand,  but  was  immediately  charged 
and  routed  by  my  cavalry.  The  report  of  Colonel  Palmer,  commanding  the 
cavalry,  herewith  forwarded,  gives  a  full  account  of  this  affair. 

December  30. — My  infantry  moved  to  Courtland  and  went  into  camp  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Tennessee,  on  Big  Nancy  creek ;  the  cavalry  pushed  on  as  far 
as  Leighton,  thirteen  miles  west  of  Courtland.  At  o  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  a  de- 
spatch from  Colonel  Palmer,  written  at  Leighton,  asking  my  permission  to  pursue, 
capture,  and  destroy  Hood's  pontoon  train.  1  immediately  gave  him  permU'sK^'^ 
to  exercise  his  own  judgment  in  the  matter,     lie  decided  to  pursue,  and  V\x  '^'^ 
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most  splendid  manner  not  only  accomplished  all  be  proposed,  the  destruction  of 
the  pontoon  train,  but  pursued,  captured,  and  destroyed  u  supply  train  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  wagons.  Colonel  Palmer's  command,  in  this  enterpridingaud  dar- 
ing expedition, captured  and  destroyed  upwards  of  threehundred  wagons,  nearly 
one  thousand  stand  of  arms,  a  large  number  of  mules  and  oxen,  and  captured  and 
turned  over  two  pieces  of  artillery,  two  hundred  prisoners,  including  thirteen 
commissioned  officers  and  one  hundred  and  seventy  serviceable  mules.  To 
support  the  movement  of  Cclonel  Palmer,  1  advanced  two  brigades  of  infantry, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Thompson,  to  Town  creek,  seven  miles  west  of 
Conrtland,  and  one  brigad'i,  under  command  of  Colonel  Salm  to  L3ightrin. 
General  Craft's  division,  with  the  artillery,  remained  at  Courtland. 

January  3. — Having  learned  that  Colonel  Palmer  had  been  successfnl,  and 
receiving  an  order  from  Major  General  Thomas  to  return  my  command  to  Chat- 
tanooga, I  moved  with  my  infantry  and  artillery  for  Uecatur,  reaching  that 
place  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  January. 

January  4. — At  i  o'clock  a.  m.  I  moved  with  the  artillery  and  sick  of  the 
command,  on  board  the  transports  for  Chattanooga,  leaving  Brigadier  G«oer<d 
Craft  to  retuni  with  the  infantry  by  rail.  General  Craft  was  delayed  several 
days  on  his  return  by  an  order  of  Major  General  Thomas,  directing  him  to  pur- 
sue the  rebel  General  Lyon.  This  portion  of  the  campaign,  owing  to  the  heavy 
rains  swelling  all  the  streams  out  of  their  banks,  and  rendering  the  roads  aim  •:<t 
wholly  impassable,  was  very  arduous,  but  was  skilfully  and  satisfactorily  con- 
ducted by  General  Craft,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  a  part  of  Lyon's  men,  and 
driving  adl  that  escaped  out  of  the  country,  utterly  demoralized.  The  report 
of  General  Craft,  herewith  forwarded,  gives  a  detailed  history  of  his  operation'^ 
in  pursuit  of  General  Lyon. 

January  13. — General  Craft  returned  to  Chattanooga  with  his  command. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  casualties  of  my  command  during  the 
entire  campaign : 
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^  Organized  in  the  first  colored  brigade,  Colonel  T.  J.  Morgan  commanding. 
t  Organized  in  the  second  colored  brigade,  Colonel  C.  R.  Thompson  commanding. 
t  Included  in  the  ptov\s\oTivv\  vVWxsww  army  of  the  Cumberland,  Brigadier  General  Craft 
commanding. 
$  Captain  Osboin. 
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The  larger  portion  of  these  losses,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  fully  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  men  under  my  command  who  were  taken  into  action,  it  will 
be  observed,  fell  upon  the  colored  troops.  The  severe  loss  of  this  part  of  my 
troops  was  in  their  brilliant  charge  on  the  enemy's  works  on  Overton  Hill,  on 
Friday  afternoon.  I  was  unable  to  discover  that  color  made  any  difference  in 
the  fighting  of  my  troops ;  all,  white  and  black,  nobly  did  their  duty  as  soldiers, 
and  evinced  cheerfulness  and  resolution  such  as  I  have  never  seen  excelled  in 
any  campaign  of  the  war  in  which  I  have  borne  a  part.  In  closing  this  brief 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  campaign,  I  feel  that  just- 
ice compels  me  to  mention  several  officers  who  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
energy,  courage,  and  unremitting  cflForts  to  secure  success. 

Brigadier  General  Charles  Craft  performed  herculean  labor  in  organizing, 
arming,  and  equipping  the  detachments  of  recruits,  drafted  men,  and  furloughed 
soldiers  df  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  to  the  number  of  fourteen  thousand,  ten 
thousand  of  whom  took  part  in  the  campaign,  in  battles  before  Na8h\'ille,  and  in 
guarding  the  raiboad  defences  south  of  the  Tennessee  river.  Six  thousand  of 
these  men  were  commanded  by  the  general  in  person,  in  the  field,  from  the  com- 
mencement until  the  close  of  the  campaign.  The  general  deserves  the  thanks 
of  the  country  for  the  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  performed  his  duty. 
Brigadier  General  John  T.  Miller,  commanding  post  of  Nashville,  displayed 
energy,  efficiency,  and  promptness  in  placing  his  troops  in  position  to  hold  a 
portion  of  the  exterior  line  protecting  the  city  of  Nashville.  I  am  much  in- 
debted to  Brigadier  General  Donaldson,  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department, 
for  his  efficient  and  energetic  efforts  to  fit  out  my  command  on  its  arrival  at 
Nashville,  and  for  the  assistance  he  rendered,  with  the  armed  men  of  his 
department,  in  protecting  the  city  of  Nashville  pending  the  engagement.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  A.  J.  Mackay,  chief  quartermaster  of  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, for  his  promptness  in  furnishing  transportation  to  convey  my  com- 
mand from  Murfrecsboro'  to  Decatur,  and  forwarding  supplies  for  my  troops, 
by  transports,  to  the  mouth  of  Limestone  river.  Colonel  Felix  Prince  Salm, 
sixty-eignth  New  York  veteran  volunteers,  commanded  a  provisional  brigade 
of  my  troops,  and  exhibited  high  qualities  as  a  soldier.  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend him  for  promotion.  Colonel  T.  J.  Morgan,  fourteenth  United  States  col- 
ored troops,  behaved  gallantly.  I  respectfully  recommend  him  for  promotion. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  H.  Grosvenor,  eighteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  behaved  nobly 
in  leading  a  charge  on  the  rebel  works  on  the  Rain's  farm. 

The  following  officers  of  my  staff  accompanied  me  on  the  campaign  and 
discharged  all  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  them  in  a  most  satisfactory  man- 
ner: 

Colonel  C.  S.  Cotter,  first  Ohio  li^ht  artillery,  chief  of  artillery ;  Major  S. 
B.  Moe,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Captain  A.  Mills,  eighteenth  United  States 
infantry,  inspector;  Captain  M.  Davis,  fourteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  aide  de- 
camp ;  Captain  W.  M.  Steedman,  fourteenth  Ohio  volunteers,  aide-de-camp ; 
Lieutenant  I.  G.  M.  Adams,  sixth  Kentucky  cavalry,  assistant  commissary  sub- 
sistence. Colonel  S.  C.  B.  Banning,  one  hundred  and  twenty-first  Ohio  vol- 
unteers, served  me  ably  as  provost  marshal ;  Captain  A.  R.  Keller,  assistant  quar- 
termaster, reported  to  me  and  rendered  me  efficient  service  as  quartermaster  for 
my  command.  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  Major  S.  B.  Moe,  my  assistant  adju- 
tant general,  for  his  efficient  and  gallant  services  on  the  field,  as  well  as  for  the  val- 
uable aid  which  his  largo  experience  as  a  railroad  man  enabled  him  to  render  me  in 
pushing  through  the  trains  conveying  my  troops  from  Chattanooga  to  Nashville, 
and  from  Murfrecsboro'  to  Decatur.  Captain  Osbom,  twentieth  Indiana  bat- 
tery, and  Captain  Ayleshire,  eighteenth  Ohio  battery,  deserve  praise  for  the 
effective  and  gallant  manner  in  which  they  handled  their  respective  batteries. 
1  am  pleased  to  mention  Mr.  Stevens,  superintendent  of  the  Nashville  au.^^o^as&»- 
tanooga  railroad,  Mr.  Tallmadge,  master  of  transportation  at  Chattanoo^5^%  "^sj^ 
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3Ir.  Bryant,  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  road, 
as  most  honorable  exceptions  among  the  railroad  men  who  have  been  censured 
by  me  for  neglect  of  duty.  These  gentlemen  did  everything  in  their  power  tu 
aid  me  in  getting  over  the  road  with  my  command.  I  respectfully  commend 
them  for  their  efforts.  I  respectfully  recommend  Colonel  William  L.  Palmer, 
fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  for  promotion  for  distinguished,  gallant,  and 
successful  services  in  pursuing,  capturing,  and  destroying  the  pontoon  and  sup- 
ply train  of  the  enemy.  I  fully  concur  in  all  General  Craft  has  said  in  his  re- 
port in  commendation  of  the  officers  of  his  command.  Mr.  James  R.  Flavcl,  of 
Chattanooga,  accompanied  me  throughout  the  campaign,  and  rendered  me  efii- 
cient  and  valuable  services  as  volunteer  aid. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  B.  STEEDMAN, 

Major  General  Commanding. 


Headuuarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisvillej  Ky,,  January  6,  18G5. 

(tB\ekal:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  make  for  3'^our  information,  and  the  informa- 
tion of  those  concerned,  the  following  official  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
United  States  forces  under  my  command  during  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  1864,  in  East  Tennessee  and  southwestern  Virginia : 

During  the  month  of  November  General  Breckinridge,  of  the  rebel  ai-my, 
collected  together  all  the  forces  at  his  disposal,  and  drove  the  brigade  of  Ten- 
nessee troops,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Greneral  A.  C.  Gillem,  from  BuUV 
gap,  East  Tennessee,  to  Knoxville.  It  was  thought  that  Breckinridge,  after  thl* 
success,  might  think  it  expedient  to  continue  to  act  on  the  aggressive  and  extend 
his  operations  either  to  Middle  Tennessee  or  into  the  western  portion  of  Ken- 
tucky. Acting  upon  this  contingency,  and  with  the  sanction  of  General  Thomas, 
I  directed  Brevet  Major  General  Burbridge,  commanding  the  district  of  Kentucky, 
to  concentrate  every  available  man  he  could  mount  at  some  convenient  point  in 
the  route  from  Lexington,  Kentucky,  to  Cumberland  gap,  and  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  mount  as  many  men  as  possible,  I  ordered  him  to  impress  horses  wherever 
he  could  find  them.  Subsequently,  I  ordered  him  to  push  his  forces  by  forced 
marches  to  Cumberland  gap,  where  he  would  receive  further  instructions;  and 
went  myself,  by  rail,  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  to  take  the  direction  of  affairs  in 
that  region.  Upon  ray  arrival  in  Knoxville  I  found  the  condition  of  affairs  far 
from  what  could  have  been  wished  or  1  had  expected.  I  immediately  took 
measures  to  concentrate  the  forces  in  East  Tennessee  and  put  them  in  condition 
to  take  the  field.  The  deficiencies  in  the  quartermasters'  and  subsistence  snp- 
plies  were,  by  a  free  use  of  the  railroad  and  river  transportation,  soon  supplied ; 
personal  animosities  were  somewhat  abated ;  criminations  and  recriminations  by 
commanders,  and  which  had  extended  to  the  commands  themselves,  were,  in  a 
great  measure,  silenced,  and  confidence  was  restored  to  a  badly  stampeded  com- 
munity. The  force  under  Geneml  Burbridge  arrived  at  Cumberland  gap  on  the 
24th  of  November,  and,  accordiiig  to  his  official  reporr,  amounted  to  about  4,200 
aggregate,  and  four  guns. 

On  the  29th  of  November  I  directed  General  Burbridge  to  move  over  to  BeanV 
station,  and  to  rest  find  to  put  liis  command  in  condition  to  move  in  any  direction 
at  a  moment's  warning.  General  Gillem  was  endeavoring  to  reorganize  and 
refit  his  command,  and  to  that  end  I  ordered  to  be  turned  over  to  him  everything: 
.on  hand  in  Knoxville,  and  which  was  not  otherwise  assigned,  that  he  required, 
which  cnjibled  him  to  put  in  rlie  field  about  1,500  effective  men.  The  dismounted 
force  under  Br\gaA\ex  GteT\^;\tv\  ^ .  k\i\\cvviw,  \\xv^  \.\v^  eu^j^jly  and  ordnance  train.-*, 
were  put  in  readinesft  lo  Tuovvi  ^v  t\vk>j  wi^YWixC^, 
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On  the  26tli  of  November  I  submitted  to  yourself  and  General  Thomas  a 
plan  of  operations  as  follows : 

"General:         ******* 

"  The  enemy,  variously  estimated  at  from  3,000  to  6,000,  were  yesterday 
between  New  Market  and  BulPs  gap,  engaged  in  effectually  destroying  the 
railroad,  and  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  remain  there  until  we  are  ready  to  move. 
If  he  does,  I  propose  by  a  rapid  and  forced  march  to  concentrate  all  the  cav- 
alry at  Estillville,  and  at  the  same  time  to  move  the  supplies  and  foot  up  to 
Bean's  station  or  Rogersville.  It  is  possible,  by  this  move,  that  we  will  bi- 
able  to  reach  Bristol  before  the  enemy  can,  and  thus  cut  him  off  from  Saltvillo 
and  force  him  across  the  mountains  into  North  Carolina,  and  maybe  to  destroy 
the  salt-works.  Should  he  get  the  start  of  us  we  can  drive  him  up  the  valley, 
and  North  Carolina  thus  is  opened  up  to  us,  and  for  that  matter  South  Carolina 
too.  Four  days'  march  would  take  the  cavalry  to  Salisbury,  from  which  point 
we  could  act  north  or  south,  according  to  circumstances.  The  foot,  with  a  small 
portion  of  the  cavalry,  could  cover  our  movements  or  fall  back  to  Knoxville, 
acccording  to  the  necessities  of  the  case.  Breckinridge  would  have  either 
to  follow  us,  remain  to  guard  the  salt-works,  or  make  a  counter-move  into 
Kentucky.  If  he  does  the  first,  it  will  be  the  means  of  effectually  relieving 
Kentucky  from  an  invasion;  or  if  he  does  either  of  the  two  latter,  we  shall  be 
free  to  operate  unmolested. 

"  I  submit  this  for  your  consideration,  and  if  you  approve  of  the  idea  pleat? c 
inform  me  by  telegraph.     I  hope  you  will  not  disapprove  it,  as  I   think  I  can 
sec  very  important  results  from  its  execution.     I  owe  the  southern  confederacy 
a  debt  I  am  anxious  to  liquidate,  and  this  appears  a  propitious  occasion. 
•  •••••••• 

"I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"GEORGE  8T0NEMAN, 

"  Major  General  Commanding. 
*•  Major  General  Schofield, 

"  Commanding  Forces  iri  the  Field.** 


To  which  I  received,  per  telegraph,  the  following  reply  : 

**  Nashville,  December  6,  1864 — 8  p.^nT 
'*To  Major  General  Stonem.w,  Knoxville: 

"  I  approve  of  the  first  part  of  the  plan  proposed  in  your  letter,  November  :iG, 
]  864,  viz.,  to  push  the  enemy  as  far  back  as  possible  into  Virginia  and  destroy 
the  salt-works  and  railroad.  I  cannot  decide  as  to  further  operations  until  affaii  s 
have  taken  a  more  definite  shape,  therefore  do  not  undertake  the  other  enter- 
prise without  further  orders.  Inform  me  by  telegrapli  when  you  start,  and  keep 
me  advised  of  your  progress. 

-J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

''Major  General.** 

On  the  7th  of  December  1  sent  the  fourth  Tennessee  and  the  third  North 
Carolina  infantry,  via  Sevierville,  to  Paint  Rock  with  instructions  to  hold  the 
passea  over  the  mountains  into  North  Carolina  until  East  Tennessee  was  evacu- 
ated by  the  enemy ;  after  which.  Colonel  Patterson,  with  his  fourth  Tenneti^ee. 
W.18  to  move  down  the  French  Broad  river  and  protect  the  government  trains* 
in  collecting  forage,  and  the  third  North  Csu-olina,  Colonel  Kirk,  was  to  scour 
the  mountain  region  between  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina  and  clear  it  of 
rebels. 

On  the  ninth  of  December  the  two  regiments  of  Ohio  heavy  artillery,  which 
had  been  for  some  days  at  Strawberry  plains,  and  the  supply  trains,  were  ordered 
to  Blair's  cross-roads,  followed  the  next  day  by  Gillem's  command  aw^^wx^^*^^- 
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On  the  1 1th  we  were  all  at  Bean's  station,  where  General  Burbridge  joined 
me  and  received  his  instructions.  Up  to  this  time  no  one  knew  where  we  were 
going  or  what  were  my  instructions,  not  even  my  staff  officers ;  nor  until  the 
day  following  did  the  enemy  find  out  that  we  had  moved  from  Knoxville.  During 
the  night  of  the  11th  the  men  were  supplied  from  the  trains  with  all  the  ammu- 
nition or  rations  they  could  carry  on  themselves  and  horses.  Leaving  Bean'^ 
station  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  we  reached  the  north  fork  of  the  Holston 
river,  opposite  Kingsporl,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  13th.  Here  Gen- 
eral Gillem,  who  was  in  the  advance,  found  Duke's  command.  This  was  John 
Morgan's  old  command,  and  was  at  that  time  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Richard  Morgan,  a  brother  of  John,  Duke  being  absent  on  leave.  After  a 
short  contest  Gillem  succeeded  in  crossing  the  river,  and  afterwards  in  kilUng. 
capturing,  or  dispersing  the  whole  force,  capturing  Morgan  himself  and  his  whole 
wagon  train. 

During  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  13th  I  pushed  Burbridge 's  command 
on  to  Bristol  with  instructions  to  endeavor  to  intercept  Vaugn,  who  had  for  a 
long  time  been  at  Greenville  with  a  force  variously  estimated,  but  which  I  tboaght 
to  be  about  1,200  strong.  During  the  night  I  followed  with  Gillem's  command, 
and  reached  Bristol  early  in  the  day  of  the  14th.  On  the  way  I  received  two 
messages  through  staff  officers  from  General  Burbridge,  asking  for  reinforce- 
ments. The  roads  being  very  heavy,  I  directed  the  caissons  to  be  destroyed, 
which  enabled  us  to  add  more  horses  to  each  gun  and  move  much  more  rapidly. 
Arrived  at  Bristol,  I  found  that  only  picket  firing  had  taken  place ;  a  dense  fog 
prevailed,  and  fearing  that  Vaugn  would  get  past  us  during  the  night  and  into 
Saltville  and  make  a  junction  with  Breckinridge,  I  pushed  Burbridge  on  to 
Abingdon  with  directions  for  him  to  send  a  regiment  from  that  point  with  in- 
structions to  strike  the  railroad  at  some  point  between  Saltville  and  Wytheville. 
the  object  being  to  prevent  re-enforcements  from  reaching  the  salt-works  from 
the  direction  of  Lynchburg.  After  having  waited  at  Bristol  until  Gillem's  com- 
mand had  completed  the  destruction  there  which  had  been  commenced  bv 
Burbridge,  started  back  the  prisoners,  &c.,  I  left  with  Gillem  and  reached 
Abingdon  about  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  15th.  Here,  learning  that  Vaugn 
was  moving  up  on  a  road  parallel  with  and  running  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the 
one  we  were  on,  I  pushed  Gillem  on  to  Glade  springs,  Burbridge  following  a 
few  hours  afterwards;  the  whole  command  spending  the  fore  part  of  the  night  at 
that  point. 

At  2  a.  m.  of  the  16th  we  were  again  in  motion.  I  was  informed  that  the 
12th  Kentucky  cavalry,  the  regiment  sent  ahead  from  Abingdon,  had  passed  the 
day  previous  and  was  pushing  on,  after  having  threatened  the  salt-works  and 
cut  off  and  destroyed  two  railroad  trains,  which  had  brought  Breckinridge  with 
a  battery  of  artillery  and  re^en  for  cements  down  from  Wytheville.  The  question 
with  me  now  was,  whether  to  move  on  the  salt-works  and  attempt  to  capture  and 
destroy  them  first,  or  to  pass  them  by  with  the  main  force,  threatening  them  with 
a  brigade,  and  to  endeavor  to  capture  or  disperse  Vaugn,  destroy  the  railroad  a> 
far  as  possible,  destroy  Wytheville  and  the  lead-works  on  New  river,  and  re- 
turning take  the  salt-works  at  our  leisure.  I  decided  on  the  latter.  Gillem  was 
directed  to  push  on,  and  try  and  overtake  Vaugn ;  and  if  he  should,  to  pursue 
him  to  Wytheville  or  beyond.  By  his  request  I  re-enforced  him  with  two 
regiments  from  Burbridge,  the  eleventh  Kentucky  and  the  eleventh  Michigan, 
threatened  the  salt-works  with  Wade's  brigade,  and  moved  on  to  Maiion  with 
the  rest  of  the  command.  Gillem  attacked  Vaugn  at  Marion  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  IGth ;  and  attacked,  routed,  and  pursued  him  to  Wytheville,  which  point 
he  reached  about  dark.  Vaugn  escaped  with  about  200  of  his  men,  leaving  in 
the  hands  of  Gillem's  troops  all  his  artillery  and  trains,  and  198  prisoners  of 
war.  Wade's  brigade  having  come  up,  and  our  horses  having  been  well  fed,  I. 
with  Burbridge's  command,  moved  at  11  p.  m.  and  reached  Mount  Airey  before 
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day  of  the  17th.     Here  I  detached  Colonel  Buckley  with  his  brigade,  with  in- 
structions to  move  as  rapidly  as  his  horses  would  carry  him  to  the  lead  mines, 
about  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  distant,  to  make  a  complete  destruction  of  . 
everything  that  was  destructible,  and  to  return  by  another  route  to  Sojren  Mile 
ford,  Seven  miles  this  side  of  Marion,  and  there  await  orders. 

During  the  night  of  the  16th  Gillem  completed  the  destruction  of  Wythc- 
ville  and  the  stores  and  supplies  of  all  kinds  therein  contained,  and  having 
sent  a  portion  of  his  command  to  Reedy  creek,  thirteen  miles  beyond  Wythe- 
ville,  and  destroyed  the  important  railroad  bridges  over  that  stream,  rejoined 
me  at  Mount  Airey  early  in  the  forenoon  of  the  17th.  The  only  thing 
now  left  for  us  to  do  was  the  destruction  of  the  far-famed  salt-works. 
The  commands  of  Gillem,  Cooly,  and  Witcher  had  been  for  some  time 
in  Tazewell  county,  waiting  to  open  up  a  communication  with  the  cavalry  of 
Forrest,  through  Middle  Tennessee.  These  commands  had  been  recalled  by 
Breckinridge,  and  united  with  the  remnants  of  Duke's,  and  with  such  home- 
guards  as  were  available,  constituted  the  garrison  of  Saltville.  Had  he  re- 
mained with  this  force  within  the  very  strong  fortifications  which  surrounded 
the  salt-works,  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  if  not  impossible  for  us  to  have 
taken  the  place ;  but,  as  I  had  hoped,  he  followed  us,  and  on  our  return  we  met 
him  in  a  strong  position  near  Marion.  Burbridge  with  two  brigades  was  in  the 
advance,  and  receiving  repeated  applications  from  him  for  re- enforcements,  I 
pushed  forward  past  the  column  to  the  front  and  assumed  the  immediate  control 
of  his  command,  which  I  retained  until  the  end  of  the  engagement  which  ensued. 
Night  coming  on,  and  the  troops  of  Burbridge  being  very  much  disarranged,  I 
determined  to  postpone  any  further  offensive  operations  until  the  following 
morning,  and  spent  the  fore  part  of  the  night  in  getting  things  straightened  out. 
In  the  morning,  upon  attempting  to  advance,  we  were  met  with  a  spirited  resist- 
ance, and  in  sufficient  force  to  assure  me  that  Breckinridge  had  his  whole 
command  with  him.  Buckley's  bngade,  provided  it  had  carried  out  my  instruc- 
tions, should  be  at  the  Seven  Mile  ford  in  the  afternoon,  and  Gillem  I  sent 
around  the  left  of  the  enemy,  thus  cutting  him  off  from  the  salt-works  and  com- 
pelling him  to  fight  it  out  where  he  was,  or  seek  safety  in  flight.  Brisk 
skirmishing  was  kept  up  during  the  day,  with  considerable  loss  on  both 
sides,  and  as  soon  as  night  set  in  Breckinridge,  as  I  afterwards  learned, 
finding  himself  nearly  surrounded  and  cut  off  from  Saltville,  withdrew  by  the 
road  leading  over  the  mountains  into  North  Carolina  and  escaped.  I  sent  the 
twelfth  Ohio  regiment  next  morning  in  t pursuit  of  him.  They  captured  his 
caissons  and  some  wagons,  but  finding  the  road  blockaded  with  trees  and  other 
obstructions,  I  concluded  it  would  be  but  a  waste  of  time  to  pursue  him,  and 
that  night  concentrated  my  whole  force  near  Glade  springs,  preparatory  to  an 
attack  on  the  salt-works  next  day.  At  daylight  in  the  morning  General  Bur- 
bridge was  directed  to  take  the  most  direct  road,  entering  the  town  on  the  north ; 
General  Gillem  was  directed  to  follow  a  more  circuitous  route,  which  entered 
the  town  on  the  south  ;  and  both  were  instructed  to  make  a  vigorous  and  persist- 
ant attack,  with  the  view  of  securing  the  place  that  day  or  before  re-enforce- 
ments could  arrive  from  Lynchburg.  1  myself  accompanied  the  column  of 
Gillem,  the  head  of  which  apj)roached  to  within  fifteen  hundred  yards  of  Fort 
Breckinridge.  About  3  p.  ra.  I  directed  Gillem  to  put  a  gun  (one  of  the  two 
which  he  had  selected  out  of  the  eight  ho  had  previously  captured  at  Wytheville 
and  from  Vaugn)  in  position  and  open  on  the  enemy,  with  the  view  of  notifying 
Burbridge  where  he  was  and  what  was  being  done,  and  sent  a  staff  officer  to 
Burbridge  with  directions  for  him  to  attack  at  once  and  with  the  utmost  vigor. 
1  received  in  reply  the  assurance  that  he  would  attack  in  half  an  hour.  Night, 
however,  overtook  us,  and  nothing  of  material  advantage  had  as  yet  been  accom- 
plished. I  now  directed  Colonel  Stacy  with  his  regiment,  the  thirteenth  Teur 
nessee  cavalry,  to  make  a  detour  to  the  left,  dash  into  the  town,   c^-^sssaMSiRs^ 
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barniiijj;,  jribouting,  &:c.,  and  make  as  much  confusion  as  possible.  My  instructions 
were  carried  out  by  Colonel  Stacy  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner ;  a  portion 
of  his  regiment  he  set  to  work  burning  the  town,  and  with  tlie  rest  he  dashed 
up  the  s^ep  hill  on  which  Fort  Breckinridge  is  situated,  over  the  rifle-pits,  ami 
into  the  gorge  of  the  work,  capturing  two  guns,  two  commissioned  officei*,  and 
several  privates,  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  and  with  but  two  horses  killed. 
This  was  a  signal  for  a  general  stampede  of  the  enemy,  and  by  11  o'clock 
in  the  night  aJl  the  works  were  evacuated  and  in  the  possession  of  Colonel 
Stacy,  and  the  town  of  Saltville  was  in  flames.  At  dawn  of  the  day  foUowinj; 
1  received  a  message  from  General  Burbridge,  through  one  of  his  staff"  officer?, 
that  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.  his  advance  guard  had  reached  the  town  of  Saltville,  and 
leported  that  the  enemy  had  iirst  burned  and  then  evacuated  the  place  thr 
night  before.  Tlie  whole  of  the  day  and  night  of  the  21st  was  devoted  to  th«- 
destruction  and  demolition  of  the  buildings,  kettles,  nmsonry,  machinery, 
pumps,  wells,  stores,  material  and  supplies  of  all  kinds,  and  a  more  desolate- 
looking  sight  can  hardly  be  conceived  than  was  presented  to  our  eyes  on  tin- 
morning  of  the  22d  of  December  by  the  salt-works  in  ruins.  Our  work  bein;: 
completed,  we  had  yet  before  us  a  long  and  arduous  march  across  rivers,  swollen 
by  the  recent  and  almost  continuous  rains,  along  roads  which  had  become  nearly 
impassable,  and  over  mountains  slippery  with  ice  and  covered  with  snow.  1 
sent  General  Burbridge  with  his  command  back  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and 
gave  him  the  choice  of  routes  by  which  he  would  return.  He  chose  the  ou*' 
via  the  Big  Sandy.  General  Gillem  with  his  command  was  ordered  back  to 
Elnoxville,  returning  via  the  Poor  Valley  and  the  west  side  of  the  Holstou 
river. 

The  following  is  a  resume  of  the  principal  objects  accomplished  by  the  expedi- 
tion :  Duke*s  command  was  badly  whipped  by  Gillem  at  Kingsport,  and  hi^ 
wagon  train  captured ;  also  eighty- four  prisoners,  including  Colonel  Morgan, 
then  temporarily  in  command,  and  sent  to  Knoxville.  Bristol  was  captured  by 
Burbridge,  and  all  the  railroad  depot,  Ave  milroad  trains  filled  with  sapplien. 
about  a  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  a  large  amount  of  fixed  ammunition,  wagon^. 
ambulances,  &c.,  were  destroyed,  and  seventeen  commissioned  officers  and  two 
hundred  and  sixty  privates  captured  and  sent  to  Knoxville.  Abingdon,  with 
one  gun  and  a  limited  amount  of  supplies,  was  captured  by  Burbridge.  Major 
Harrison,  commanding  twelfth  Kentucky,  captured  two  railroad  trains  nr^r 
Glade  springs,  destroyed  all  the  railroad  bridges  from  that  point  up  to  Marion, 
the  large  iron-works  near  Marion,  aftd  captured  several  hundred  fine  boRH>. 
The  lead-works  in  Wythe  county  were  captured  and  completely  destroyed  ,by 
Colonel  Buckley's  brigade.  Gillem's  brigade,  re-enforced  by  the  eleventh  Ken- 
tucky and  the  eleventh  Michigan  cavalry,  of  Burbridge's  command,  captured 
Marion,  drove  Vaughn  from  that  point  beyoud  Wytheville,  destroyed  all  the  rail 
road  bridges  from  Marion  to  Reedy  creek ;  captured  and  destroyed  Wytheville. 
with  all  its  depots  and  stores,  embracing  twenty -five  thousand  rounds  of  fixed  am- 
munition, a  large  amount  of  amnmnition  for  small-arms,  pack-saddl<f^,  harness,  and 
other  quartermaster's  stores,  a  large  amount  of  subsistence  and  medical  supplier, 
several  hundred  wagons  and  ambulances,  serviceable  and  unserviceable,  fifteen 
caissons,  and  ten  pieces  of  field  artillery,  two  locomotives,  and  several  cjir:« : 

quite  a  large  number  of  horses  and  mules  were  also  captured ;  commi:*- 

sioned  officers  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  enlisted  men  werc  captured  and 
paroled;  Breckinridge  was  driven  into  North  Carolina  by  the  operations  of  iln- 
whole  command,  Wade's,  and  Brown's  brigades,  however,  having  done  all  ih' 
lighting  on  that  occasion.  In  the  capture  of  Saltville  and  the  works  ^nr- 
rounding  it,  though  the  whole  force  under  my  command  was  present,  to  Colon«d 
Stacy  and  the  thirteenth  Tennessee  cavalry  is  due  the  credit  of  having  acteti 
the  most  conspicuous  part.  Had  Burbridge's  force  on  the  right  acted  with  equ.nl 
vigor  we  should,  without  doubt,  have  captured  the  whole  garrison.     In  addition 
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to  the  destruction  of  the  salt  works  we  captured  here  eight  pieces  of  artillery 
and  a  large  amount  of  artillery  and  small-arms,  ammunition,  two  locomotives, 
and  quite  a  number  of  horses  and  mules.  I  see  it  officially  reported  in  the  rebel 
papers  that  ninety-two  thousand  bushels  of  salt  were  at  the  works  lyhen  we 
arrived  there ;  ijso,  that  one  hundred  and  twenty -eight  good  kettles  remain,  and 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  were  broken.  The  wells,  instead  of  nqt  being 
seriously  damaged,  as  stated  in  the  official  report,  were  by  the'use  of  bomb- shells, 
railroad  iron,  spikes,  nails,  &c.,  put  in  such  a  condition  as  to  render  it  impossible 
to  use  them  until  they  were  cleared  out ;  and  all,  includmg  the  engineers  at  the 
works,  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  much  cheaper  and  more  expedient  to 
bore  new  wells  than  to  clear  out  the  old  ones.  The  engines  and  pumps  were 
also  destroyed  and  the  structures  all  burned  to  the  ground.  Though  it  can 
hardly  be  said  that  we  captured  any  wagons,  yet  a  large  number  came  out  of 
the  country  with  us,  as  likewise  did  no  inconsiderable  number  of  refugees 
1  must  not  forget  to  mention  that  four  newspaper  presses  were  destroyed,  and 
also  that  General  Burbridge  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of  the  telegraph 
office  and  operator  at  Bristol,  a  circumstance  which  proved  of  great  advantage 
to  us,  as  we  were  enabled  to  ascertain  the  locality  and  strength  of  the  enemy's 
forces,  the  orders  that  had  been  issued,  and  to  be  made  acquainted  with  his 
impressions  in  regard  to  us  and  our  movements.  On  my  return  my  instructions 
to  the  rear-guard  were  to  reduce  the  country  to  such  a  condition  as  to  render  it*. 
difficult  for  the  enemy  to  follow  us  in  any  force.  Sustenance  for  man  and  beast 
was  obtained  from  the  country  through  which  we  passed,  and  was  ample,  con* 
sidering  the  season  of  the  year,  the  continued  rains  and  snow,  and  the  condition 
of  the  roads  consequent  thereon.  Our  marching  during  the  operations  was 
very  creditable,  having  averaged  forty-two  and  a  half  miles  every  twenty-four 
hours.  Of  the  conduct  of  the  command  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high  of 
praise,  and  with  but  few  exceptions  each  and  all  merit  the  approbation  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  have  my  sincerest  thanks.  Notwithstanding  the  terms  of  service 
of  some  had  expired,  they  were  among  the  most  willing»in  the  performance  of 
their  arduous  duties ;  and  though  others  had  as  yet  never  been  mustered  into 
service,  their  conduct  was  all  that  could  have  been  expected  of  veterans.  Neither 
danger,  long  marches,  sleepless  nights,  hunger,  nor  hardship,  brought  forth  a 
complaint,  and  the  utmost  harmony  and  good  feeling  prevailed  throughout 
Each  felt  that  from  the  field  in  which  he  was  employea  a  rich  and  abundant 
harvest  could  be  reaped,  and  worked  with  all  his  might  and  main. 

In  addition  to  the  officers  whose  names  have  been  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
report,  I  wish  to  call  your  special  attention  to  Major  M.  W.  Keigh,  aide-de- 
camp. Captain  Robert  Morron,  assistant  adjutant  general.  Lieutenant  R.  Wil- 
liams, ordnance  officer,  and  Captain  J.  B.  Roberts,  tenth  Michigan  cavalry,, 
commanding  scouts  and  couriers,  as  being  young  officers  of  unusual  merit,  and 
to  each  of  whom  I  am  under  many  obligations.  There  are  others  who  deserve, . 
and  doubtless  will  receive,  special  notice  from  their  immediate  commanders. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  STONEMAN, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio, 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville,  Tenn,,  June  1,  1865. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  from 
the  date  of  the  last  report  made  by  me,  January  20,  as  follows  ; 

General    A.  J.   Smith's   corps  at   that  period  was   with  me  at  Eastport 

T  28 
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Mississippi ;  four  divisions  of  General  Wilson's  cavalry  were  encamped  on  tbe 
opposite  or  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river,  at  Waterloo  and  Gravelly 
springs,  Alabama,  and  the  4th  corps,  Major  General  Stanley  commanding,  was 
stationed  at  Huntsville,  Alabama.  This,  with  the  ordinary  garrisons  of  the 
country,  composed  my  command.  The  general-in-chief  of  the  army  having  given 
up  the  intention  of  my  continuing  the  campaign  against  the  enemy  in  Missis- 
sippi and  Alabama,  I  received  an  order  by  telegraph  from  Major  General 
Halleck,  chief  of  staff,  to  send  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  and  five  thon- 
sand  (5,000)  of  General  Wilson's  cavalry,  by  river,  to  report  to  Major  General 
Canby,  at  New  Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  part  in  an  expedition  at  that 
time  preparing  to  operate  against  Mobile.  Smith's  corps  started  from  Eastport 
on  the  6th  of  February,  and  Knipe's  division  of  cavalry  left  Nashville  on  the 
12th.  About  the  period  of  the  departure  of  Smith's  corps,  information  was 
received  from  various  sources  to  the  eflFect  that  part  of  the  scattered  remnants 
of  Hood's  army,  viz.,  Cheatham's  and  Lee's  corps,  were  on  their  way  from  Mis- 
sissippi to  South  Carolina,  moving  via  Selma  and  Montgomery,  Alabama,  to 
re-enforce  that  portion  of  the  enemy's  army  operating  against  General  SbemiaD. 
There  remained  in  central  Mississippi,  under  General  Taylor,  but  one  corps 
of  the  enemy's  infantry  and  about  seven  thousand  of  Forrest's  cavalry;  the 
headquarters  of  the  command  being  at  Meridian,  Mississippi. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  a  communication  was  received  from  Lieutenant 
General  Grant,  directing  an  expedition  commanded  by  General  Stoneman  tobe 
sent  from  East  Tennessee  to  penetrate  North  Carolina,  and  well  down  towards 
Columbia,  South  Carolina,  to  destroy  the  enemy's  railroads  and  military 
resources  in  that  section,  and  visit  a  portion  of  the  State  beyond  the  control  or 
i  reach  of  General  Sherman's  column.  As  the  movement  was  to  be  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  desti'uction,  directions  were  given  General  Stoneman  to  evade  any 
•  heavy  engagements  with  the  enemy's  forces. 

Again,  on  the  13th  of  Feburary,  General*  Grant  telegraphed  me  to  prepare  i 
caualry  expedition  of  about  ten  thousand  strong  to  penetrate  northern  Alabama, 
acting  as  a  co-operative  force  to  the  movement  on  Mobile  by  General  Canby. 
Before  leaving  Eastport,  Mississippi,  I  had  directed  General  Wilson  to  get  his 
command  in  readiness  for  just  such  a  campaign  of  which  the  above  was  simply 
an  outline,  my  instructions  being  for  him  to  move  on  Selma,  Montgomery,  and 
TuFcaloosa,  Alabama,  and  to  capture  those  places  if  possible,  after  accomplishing 
which  he  was  to  operate  against  any  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  the  direction  of 
Mississippi,  Mobile,  or  Macon,  as  circumstances  might  demand.  The  bad  state 
of  the  roads,  combined  with  the  condition  of  the  horses  of  his  command  after 
completing  the  severe  campaign  in  pursuit  of  Hood,  prevented  any  movement 
for  tne  time  being,  and  it  was  only  on  the  22d  of  March  that  General  Wilson, 
with  Upton's,  Long's,  and  McCook's  divisions,  could  leave  Chickasaw,  Alabama. 
Hatch's  division  remained  at  Eastport,  Mississippi,  and  R.  W.  Johnson's  at 
Pulaski,  Tennessee,  it  not  being  possible  to  mount  them  fully  to  hold  the 
country  and  prevent  guerilla  depredations.  When  General  Sheftnan  was  organ- 
izing his  army  for  its  march  to  the  Atlantic  sea-board  in  November,  be  issued 
an  order  directing  me  to  assume  control  of  all  the  forces  of  the  military  division  of 
the  Mississippi  not  present  with  him  and  the  main  army  in  Georgia.  Based 
on  that  order  all  the  operations  of  the  troops  within  the  limits  of  the  above- 
mentioned  military  division  have,  during  the  interval,  been  made  under  my 
immediate  direction,  and  1  have  been  held  responsible  for  their  faithful  execution. 

On  the  30th  of  March  General  Wilson's  cavalry  reached  Elyton,  after  an 
extremely  difficult,  toilsome,  and  exhausting  march  on  account  of  bad  roads, 
swollen  streams,  and  the  rough  nature  of  the  country,  which  had  also  been 
almost  entirely  stripped  of  all  subsistence  for  man  or  beast.  At  Elyton,  Crox- 
lon's  brigade  of  McCook's  division  was  detached  and  sent  to  capture  and  de- 
troy  Tuscaloosa,  and  then  marched  to  rejoin  the  main  body  near  8elma«     Widi 
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the  remainder  of  his  command  General  Wilson  pushed  rapidly  forward  to  Monte- 
vallo,  where  he  destroyed  five  (5)  extensive  iron-works,  and  other  valuable 
property.  On  the  outskirts  of  the  town  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  found  in  force, 
attacked,  routed,  and  pursued  through  Plantersville,  leaving  in  our  possession 
three  (3)  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  prisoners. 

At  3  p.  m.  on  the  2d  of  April  General  Wilson  reached  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Selma,  and  rapidly  formed  Upton's  and  Long's  divisions  to  attack  the  de- 
fences of  the  town ;  Long  attacking  on  the  Summerfield  road,  and  Upton  across 
swamp  deemed  impassable  by  the  enemy.  Dismounting  two  regiments  from 
each  of  the  bi-igades  of  Colonels  Miller  and  Minty,  General  Long  and  those  two 
officers,  gallantly  leading  their  men  in  person,  charged  across  an  open  field  five 
hundred  yards  wide,  over  a  stockade,  which  they  tore  up  as  they  passed,  through 
the  ditch  and  over  the  enemy's  parapets,  sweeping  everything  before  them. 
Our  loss  was  forty-six  killed  and  two  hundred  wounded.  Colonel  Dobbs,  fourth 
Ohio,  among  the  former,  and  General  TiOng,  Colonels  Miller  and  McCormick, 
among  the  latter.  General  Upton  met  with  less  resistance  than  Long,  entered 
the  enemy's  works  and  the  town,  and  captured  many  prisoners.  In  the  darkness 
and  confusion  following  the  assault.  Generals  Forrest,  Buford,  Adams,  Arm- 
strong and  others  made  their  escape ;  Lieutenant  General  Dick  Taylor  had  left 
earlier  in  the  afternoon.  As  the  fruits  of  victory,  however,  there  ren^ained 
twenty- six  guns  and  twenty-seven  hundred  prisoners,  besides  large  amounts  of 
ordnance  and  other  property  of  great  value;  twenty-five  thousand  bales  of 
cotton  had  already  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

General  Wilson  remained  at  Selma  from  the  2d  to  the  10th  of  April,  resting 
his  command  and  completing  the  destruction  of  the  immense  workshops,  arsen- 
als, and  foundries,  and  waiting  for  Croxton  to  rejoin  from  his  expedition  to  Tus- 
caloosa, it  having  been  ascertained,  through  the  enemy,  that  he  had  captured 
Tuscaloosa  and  was  moving  to  Selma  viu  Eutaw. 

On  the  10th  General  Wilson  crossed  the  Alabama  river  and  moved  towards 
Montgomery,  receiving  the  surrender  of  that  town,  without  a  contest,  on  the 
12th.  The  enemy  burned  eighty-five  thousand  bales  of  cotton  before  evacuat- 
ing. At  Montgomery  five  steamboats,  several  locomotives,  one  armory,  and 
several  foundries  were  destroyed. 

On  the  14th  operations  were  resumed  by  Upton's  division  moving  through 
Mount  Meigs  and  Tuskagee  towards  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  Colonel  Lagrange 
with  three  regiments  of  his  brigade,  of  McCook's  division,  marching  along  the 
railroad  to  West  Point  via  Opelika. 

On  the  16th  General  Upton  with  about  four  hundred  dismounted  men 
assaulted  and  carried  the  breastworks  of  Columbus,  saving  by  the  impetuosity 
of  his  attack  the  bridges,  over  the  Chattahoochee,  and  capturing  fifty-two  field 
guns  in  position,  besides  one  thousand  two  hundred  prisoners.  The  rebel 
ram  Jackson,  nearly  ready  for  sea  and  carrying  an  armament  of  six  seven-inch 
guns,  fell  into  our  hands  and  were  destroyed,  as  well  as  the  navy  yard,  foundries, 
the  arsenal  acftt  armory,  sword  and  pistol  factory,  accoutrement  shops,  paper- 
mills,  four  cotton  factories,  fifteen  locomotives,  two  hundred  cars  and  an  immense 
amount  of  cotton;  all  of  which  were  burned.  The  same  day,  the  16th  of  April, 
Lagrange  captured  Fort  Taylor  at  West  Point,  above  Columbus,  on  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, after  assaulting  it  on  three  sides,  the  defence  being  stubborn.  Three 
hundred  prisoners,  three  guns,  and  several  battle-flags  were  taken,  besides  a 
lar^e  quantity  of  supplies. 

On  the  18th  the  march  towards  Macon  was  resumed,  Minty's  (late  Long's) 
division  leading.  By  a  forced  march  the  bridges  across  Flint  river,  fifty- four 
miles  from  Columbus,  were  secured,  compelling  the  abandonment,  by  the  enemy, 
of  five  field-guns  and  a  large  amount  of  machinery ;  forty  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured and  two  cotton  factories  destroyed. 

At  6  p.  m  on  the  20th  of  April  the  authorities  of  Macon,  under  protea\.»  '^^^-'^ 
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rendered  the  city  to  the  seventeenth  Indiana,  Colonel  Minty's  advance  regimentr 
claiming,  under  the  provisions  of  an  armistice  then  reported  existing  between 
the  forces  of  Generals  Sherman  and  Johnston,  that  the  capture  was  contrary  to 
the  usages  of  war.  General  Wilson,  not  being  on  hand  when  this  surrender  wa? 
made,  when  the  case  was  reported  to  him,  with  admirable  good  judgment 
declined  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  claim  asserted,  as  the  city  had  been 
taken  possession  of  by  one  of  his  subordinates  before  he  (General  Wilson)  could 
be  advised  of  the  existence  of  an  armistice,  and  he  therefore  held  as  prisoners 
of  war  Major  Generals  Howell  Cobb  and  G.  W.  Smith,  and  Brigadier  Generals 
Mackall,  Robertson,  and  Mercer. 

On  the  21st  General  Wilson  was  notified  by  General  Sherman  from  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  over  the  enemy's  telegraph  wires  and  through  the  headquarters 
of  General  Joseph  Johnston,  that  the  reported  armistice  was  a  reality,  and  that 
he  was  to  cease  further  operations. 

To  return  to  General  Stoneman's  expedition  from  East  Tennessee  :  Owing  to 
the  diflSculty  of  procuring  animals  for  his  command  and  the  bad  condition  of  the 
roads.  General  Stoneman  was  only  able  to  start  from  Knoxville  about  the  20th 
of  March,  simultaneously  with  General  Wilson's  departure  from  Chickasaw, 
Alabama.  In  the  mean  time  General  Sherman  had  captured  Columbia,  South 
Carolina,  and  was  moving  northward  into  North  Carolina.  About  this  period 
reports  reached  me  of  the  possibility  of  the  evacuation  of  Lee's  army  at  Richmond 
and  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  in  that  event  of  his  forcing  a  passage  through 
East  Tennessee  via  Lynchburg  and  Knoxville.  To  guard  against  that  contin- 
gency Stoneman  was  sent  towards  Lynchburg  to  destroy  the  railroad  and  mili- 
tary resources  of  that  section  and  of  western  North  Carolina.  The  4th  army 
corps  was  ordered  to  move  from  Huntsville,  Alabama,  as  far  up  into  East  Ten- 
nessee as  it  could  supply  itself,  repaunng  the  railroad  as  it  advanced,  forming, 
in  conjunction  with  Tillson's  division  of  infantry,  a  strong  support  for  General 
Stoneman's  cavalry  column  in  case  it  should  find  more  of  the  enemy  than  it 
could  conveniently  handle  and  be  obliged  to  fall  back.  With  three  Jbrigades, 
Brown's,  Miller's,  and  Palmer's,  commanded  by  General  Gillem,  General  Stone- 
man moved  via  Morristown,  Bull  gap,  and  thence  eastward  up  the  Waltuga  river, 
and  across  Iron  mountain  to  Boone,  North  Carolina,  which  he  entered  on  the  Ist 
of  April  after  killing  or  capturing  about  seventy-five  horse  guards.  From  Boone 
he  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  and  went  to  Wilksboro',  on  the  Yadkin,  where  sup- 
plies were  obtained  in  abundance,  after  which  he  changed  his  course  towards  south- 
western Virginia.  A  detachment  was  sent  to  Wytheville  and  another  to  Salem 
to  destroy  the  enemy's  depots  at  those  places  and  the  railroad,  whilst  the  main 
body  marched  on  Christian sburg  and  captured  the  place.  The  railroad  to  the 
eastward  and  westward  of  the  town  was  destroyed  for  a  considerable  distance ; 
the  party  sent  to  Wytheville  captured  that  place,  after  some  fighting,  and  burned 
the  railroad  bridges  over  New  nver  and  several  creeks,  as  well  ae  the  depot  of 
supplies,  and  the  detachment  sent  to  Salem  did  the  same,  and  proceeded  to  within 
four  miles  of  Lynchburg,  destroying  as  they  advanced.  A  railroad  was  never 
more  thoroughly  dismantled  than  was  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  railroad 
from  Wytheville  to  near  Lynchburg.  Concentrating  his  command,  General 
Stoneman  returned  to  North  Carolina  via  Jacksonville  and  Taylorsville,  and 
went  to  Germantown,  where  Palmer's  brigade  was  sent  to  Salem,  North  Carolina, 
to  destroy  the  large  cotton  factories  located  there  and  bum  the  bridges  on  the 
railroad  between  Greensboro'  and  Danville,  ^n4  between  Greensboro'  and  the 
Yadkin  river,  which  was  most  thoroughly  accompli^licd,  after  some  fighting,  by 
which  we  captured  about  four  hundred  prisoners.  At  Salem  7,000  bales  of  cotton 
were  burned  by  our  forces.  From  Germantown  the  main  body  moved  south  to 
Salisbury,  where  they  found  about  3,000  of  the  enemy  defending  the  place  and 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  behind  Grant's  creek,  to  await  Stoneman's  atUck. 
Without  hesitation  a  general  charge  was  made  by  our  men»  resulting  in  the  cap- 
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tore  of  all  the  enemy's  artillery,  (fourteen  pieces,)  and  1,364  prisoners ;  the  re' 
mainder  scattered  and  were  pursued.  During  the  two  days  following,  the  troops 
were  engaged  destroying  the  immense  depots  of  supplies  of  all  kinds  in  Salis- 
bury, and  burning  all  the  bridges,  for  several  miles,  on  all  the  railroads  leading 
out  of  the  town. 

On  the  afternoon  of  April  13  the  command  moved  westward  to  Statesville 
and  Lenoir,  at  which  latter  point  General  Stoneman  left  the  troops  to  be  disposed 
of  by  General  Gillem,  and  proceeded  with  the  prisoners  and  captured  artillery 
to  East  Tennessee,  reporting  his  arrival,  on  the  19th,  at  Greenville,  and  detailing 
the  disposition  of  his  troops,  which  was  as  follows :  Palmer's  brigade,  with 
headquarters  at  Lincolnton,  North  Carolina,  to  scout  down  the  Catawba  river 
towards  Charlotte ;  Brown's  brigade,  with  headquarters  at  Morgantown,  to  con- 
nect with  Palmer  down  the  Catawba;  and  Miller's  brigade,  with  General  Gillem, 
was  to  take  post  at  Ashville,  with  directions  to  open  up  communications  through 
to  Greenville,  East  Tennessee.  The  object  in  leaving  the  cavalry  on  the  other 
side  of  the  mountains  was  to  obstruct,  intercept,  or  disperse  any  troops  of  the 
enemy  going  south,  and  to  capture  trains.  General  Gillem  followed  tne  direc- 
tions given  him,  and  marched  on  Ashville  with  Miller's  brigade,  but  was  opposed 
at  Swananoa  gap  by  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy.  Leaving  sufficient  of 
his  force  to  amuse  them,  with  the  balance  he  moved  by  way  of  Howard's  gap, 
gained  the  enemy's  rear,  and  surprised  and  captured  his  artillery,  after  which 
he  made  his  appearance  in  front  of  Ashville,  where  he  was  met  by  a  flag  of  truce 
on  the  23d,  with  the  intelligence  of  the  truce  existing  between  Generals  Sher- 
man and  Johnston,  and  bearing  an  order  from  General  Sherman  to  General 
Stoneman  for  the  latter  to  go  to  the  railroad  station  at  Dunham's  or  Hillsboro', 
nearly  two  hundred  miles  distant,  whereas  the  distance  to  Greenville,  East 
Tennessee,  was  but  sixty.  Coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  order  was  issued 
by  General  Sherman  under  the  impression  that  the  cavalry  division  was  still  at 
Salisbury  or  Statesville,  General  Gillem  determined  to  move  to  Greenville.  The 
rebel  General  Martin,  with  whom  he  communicated  under  flag  of  truce,  demanded 
the  rendition  of  the  artillery  captured,  which,  of  course,  could  not  be  granted, 
and  in  return  General  Gillem  requested  the  rebel  commander  to  furnish  his 
troops  with  three  days'  rations,  as  by  the  terms  of  the  armistice  they  were  required 
to  withdraw.  Had  it  not  been  for  this,  Ashville  and  its  garrison  would  have 
fallen  into  our  hands.  Up  to  that  period  I  had  not  been  officially  notified  of 
the  existence  of  any  armistice  between  the  forces  of  Generals  Shennan  and 
Johnston,  and  the  information  only  reached  me  through  my  sub-commanders, 
Generals  Wilson  and  Stoneman,  from  Macon,  Georgia,  and  Greenville,  East  Ten- 
nessee, almost  simultaneously.  The  question  naturally  arose  in  my  mind  whether 
the  troops  acting  under  my  direction,  by  virtue  of  General  Sherman's  Special 
Field  Order  No.  105,  series  of  1864,  directing  me  to  assume  control  of  all  the 
forces  of  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi, "  not  absolutely  in  the  presence 
of  the  general- in-chief,"  were  to  be  bound  by  an  armistice  or  agreement  made 
at  a  distance  of  several  hundred  miles  from  where  those  troops  were  operating  and 
of  which  they  were  advised  through  an  enemy,  then  in  such  straitened  circum- 
stances that  any  ruse,  honorable  at  least  in  war,  was  likely  to  be  practiced  by  him 
to  relieve  himself  from  his  difficult  position.  Then  again,  General  Sherman  was 
operating  with  a  movable  column  beyond  the  limits  of  his  territorial  command,  viz., 
the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  and  far  away  from  all  direct  communica- 
tion with  it,  whereas  "  the  troops  not  absolutely  in  the  presence  of  the  general- 
in-chief "  were  operating  under  special  instructions  and  not  even  in  co-opera- 
tion with  Genersil  Sherman  against  Johnston,  but,  on  the  contrary.  General 
Stoneman  was  dismantling  the  country  to  obstruct  Lee's  retreat,  and  General 
Wilson  was  moving  independently  in  Georgia  or  co-operating  with  General  Canby. 
Before  I  could  come  to  any  conclusion  how  I  should  proceed  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  without  disrespect  to  my  superior  officer.  General  Sherman, '^''«^i2«.- 
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tary  Stanton  telegraphed  to  me  from  Washington  on  the  27th  of  April,  and 
through  me  to  my  sub-commanders,  to  disregard  all  orders  except  those  coming 
from  General  Grant  or  myself,  and  to  resume  hostilities  at  once,  sparing  no  pains 
to  press  the  enemy  firmly,  at  the  same  time  notifying  me  that  General  Sher- 
man's negotiations  with  Johnston  had  been  disapproved.  Based  on  that  notifi- 
cation the  following  dispositions  were  made  with  a  view  of  capturing  President 
Davis  and  party,  who,  on  the  cessation  of  the  armistice,  had  started  south  from 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  with  an  escort  variously  estimated  at  from  five  hun- 
dred to  two  thousand  picked  cavalry,  to  endeavor  to  make  his  way  to  the  traus- 
Mississippi.  General  Stoneman  was  directed  to  send  the  brigades  of  Miller, 
Brown,  and  Palmer,  then  in  western  North  Carolina,  to  concentrate  at  Anderson, 
South  Carolina,  and  scout  down  the  Savannah  river  to  Augusta,  Georgia,  if 
possible,  in  search  of  the  fugitives;  General  Gillem  being  absent.  Colonel  Palmer, 
fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  took  command  of  the  expedition.  By  rapid 
marching  they  succeeded  in  reaching  and  crossing  the  Savannah  river,  in  advance 
of  Davis,  and  so  disposed  the  command  as  to  effectually  cut  off  his  retreat  to- 
wards Mississippi,  and  forced  him  to  alter  his  route  towards  the  Atlantic  coa^t 
General  Wilson  at  Macon,  Georgia,  was  also  notified  of  the  action  taken  at 
Washington  on  General  Sherman's  negotiations  with  Johnston,  and  he  was  di- 
rected to  resume  hostilities  at  once,  especially  to  endeavor  to  intercept  Davis. 
Scarcely  were  the  above  orders  issued  and  in  process  of  execution  when  notifi- 
cation reached  me  of  the  surrender  by  Johnston  of  all  the  enemy's  forces  east 
of  the  Chattahoochee  river.  General  Wilson  received  similar  notification  from 
General  Sherman,  direct  through  the  enemy's  territory,  and  immediately  took 
measures  to  receive  the  suiTcnder  of  the  enemy's  establishmenta  at  Atlanta  and 
Augusta,  and  to  occupy  those  points,  detailing,  for  that  purpose.  Brevet  Major 
General  Upton,  with  his  division ;  General  McCook  was  sent  with  a  force  to 
occupy  Tallahassee,  Florida,  and  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  troops  in  that 
vicinity.  Thus  a  cordon  of  cavalry,  more  or  less  continuous,  was  extended  across 
the  State  of  Georgia,  from  northwest  to  southeast,  and  communication  established 
through  the  late  so-called  confederacy.  With  characteristic  energy  Generals 
Wilson  and  Palmer  had  handbills  printed  and  profusely  circulated  in  all  direc- 
tions throughout  the  country  offering  the  President's  reward  for  Davis's  appre- 
hension, and  nothing  could  exceed  the  watchfulness  exhibited  by  their  commands. 

On  the  3d  of  May  Davis  dismissed  his  escort  at  Washington,  Georgia,  and 
accompanied  by  about  half  a  dozen  followers,  set  out  to  endeavor  to  pass  our 
lines.  Nothing  definite  was  learned  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  iiigitives  until 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  May,  the  first  Wisconsin  cavalry.  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Henry  Harnden  commanding,  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  ascertained  at 
Dublin,  on  the  Oconee  river,  fifty-five  miles  southeast  from  Macon,  that  Davis 
and  party  had  crossed  the  river  at  that  point  during  the  day,  and  had  moved  out 
on  the  Jacksonville  road. 

At  daylight  on  the  8th  Colonel  Harnden  continued  the  pursuit,  finding  the 
camp  occupied  by  Davis  on  the  evening  previous  between  the  forks  of  Alligator 
creek,  which  was  reached  just  four  houis  after  it  kad  been  vacated.  The  trail 
was  pursued  as  far  as  the  ford  over  Gum  Swamp  creek,  Pulaski  county,  when 
darkness  rendered  it  too  indistinct  to  follow,  and  the  command  encamped  for  the 
nighi,  having  marched  forty  miles  that  day. 

On  the  9th  Colonel  Harnden  pushed  on  to  the  Ocmulgee  river,  crossed  at 
Brown's  ferry,  and  went  to  Abbeville,  where  he  ascertained  Davis's  train  had 
left  that  place  at  1  a.  m.  that  same  day  and  had  gone  towards  Irwinsville,  in 
Irwin  county.  With  this  information  Colonel  Harnden  moved  rapidly  on  towards 
the  latter  town,  halting  within  a  short  distance  of  it  to  wait  for  daylight  in  order 
to  make  certain  of  the  capture.  Before  leaving  Abbeville,  Colonel  Harnden 
learning  of  the  approach  from  the  direction  of  Hawkinsville  of  the  fourth 
Michigan  cavalry,  Colonel  Pritchard  commanding,  went  to  meet  that  officer,  and 
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informed  him  of  his  close  pursuit  of  Davis ;  Colonel  Pritchard  stating,  in  reply, 
that  he  had  been  sent  to  Abbeville  also  to  watch  for  Davis.  After  Colonel  Harn- 
den^s  departure  Colonel  Pritchard,  with  part  of  his  command,  started  for  Irwins- 
ville  by  a  more  direct  route  than  that  used  by  the  detachment  of  the  first  Wiscon- 
sin, arriving  at  Irwinsville  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  10th,  where,  on  inquiry,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  a  camp  about  a  mile  from  town  on  the  other  road  leading 
to  Abbeville.  Approaching  cautiously  for  fear  it  might  be  our  own  men,  Colonel 
Pritchard  sent  a  dismounted  party  to  interpose  between  it  and  Abbeville,  and 
then  waited  for  daylight  to  move  forward  and  surprise  the  occupants.  Daylight 
appearing,  a  rapid  advance  was  made  and  the  encampment  surprised,  resulting 
in  the  capture  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  family,  John  H.  Reagan,  postmaster  gene- 
ral of  the  so-called  confederacy,  two  aides-de-camp,  the  private  secretary  of 
Davis,  four  other  officers,  and  eleven  enlisted  men.  Almost  immediately  after 
tlie  completion  of  the  above  movement,  Colonel  Hamden's  men  coming  down 
the  Abbeville  road  were  hailed  by  the  party  sent  out  during  the  night  by  Colo- 
nel Pritchard  to  secure  the  capture  of  the  camp,  and  on  being  challenged,  ai>- 
swered  "  friends,"  but  fell  back  under  the  impression  they  had  come  upon  an 
enemy,  whereupon  shots  were  exchanged,  before  the  real  position  of  affairs 
could  be  ascertained,  resulting  in  the  loss  on  one  side  of  two  men  killed  and  one 
wounded,  and  of  three  wounded  on  the  other.  Considerable  feeling  wa3  caused 
by  the  manner  in  which  the  fourth  Michigan  effected  the  apprehension  of  Davis, 
to  the  detriment  of  Colonel  Hamden's  party,  but  great  credit  is  justly  due  and 
should  be  given  to  the  first  Wisconsin  cavalry  for  the  persistency  of  its  pursuit, 
and  it  is  only  to  be  regretted  they  did  not  arrive  on  the  ground  in  time  to  reap 
the  benefit  of  their  labors.  For  the  full  particulars  of  the  operations  of  both 
detachments  I  have  the  pleasure  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Harnden,  first  Wisconsin,  and  Captain  Hathaway,  fourth  Michigan.  With  the 
surrender  of  Johnston's  army  to  General  Sherman  all  the  detachments  of  the 
confederate  aimies  east  of  the  Chattahochee  signified  their  willingness  to  surren- 
der, except  a  few  guerilla  bands  who  were  outlawed,  special  directions  being 
given  to  grant  all  such  no  quarter. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  notification  was  received  by  me  via  Eastport  and  Meri 
dian,  Mississippi,  of  the  surrender  of  General  Taylor's  army  to  General  Canby 
at  Citronnella,  Alabama,  on  the  4th.  No  armed  force  of  the  enemy  east  of  the 
Mississippi  remaining  to  interfere,  I  gave  orders  for  the  occupation  by  my  forces 
of  such  portions  of  the  reclaimed  territory  as  it  was  necessary  to  hold  while 
telegraphic  and  railroad  communication  was  being  restored,  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  which  the  people  of  the  country  zealously  lent  their  assistance. 

Mat/  16. — General  Grant  through  his  chief  of  staff.  General  Rawlings,  directed 
me  to  order  to  some  point  north  of  the  Tennessee  river  all  of  Wilson's  cavalry 
except  four  thousand  veterans,  who  are  to  remain  at  Macon,  Augusta,  and  At^ 
lanta,  Georgia ;  those  returning  to  be  concentrated  at  some  convenient  point  in 
Tennessee  or  Kentucky,  preparatory  to  being  mustered  out,  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of.  All  convalescents  and  others  about  the  hospitals  throughout  my 
command  not  requiring  medical  treatment  have,  by  virtue  of  General  Order 
No.  77,  been  mustered  out  of  service.  The  quartermaster,  commissary,  and 
ordnance  departments  have  all  been  reduced  to  the  smallest  scale  consistent  with 
the  demands  of  the  service.  During  the  past  three  months  the  defences  of  all 
the  posts  within  my  command  have  been  thoroughly  inspected  by  Brigadier 
General  Tower,  inspector  of  fortifications  military  division  of  Mississippi,  whose 
reports,  with  drawings  attached,  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith.  For 
detailed  accounts  of  the  operations  of  the  commands  of  Generals  Stoneman  and 
Wilson,  I  invite  the  attention  of  the  Lieutenant  General  commanding  to  the 
reports  of  those  officers,  as  well  as  to  those  of  their  subordinates,  Generals  Gil- 
lem.  Palmer,  and  others.  They  have  brought  the  cavalry  arm  of  the  service  to 
a  state  of  efficiency  unequalled  in  any  other  army,  for  long  and  difficult  max^^ass^ 
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through  the  enemy's  country,  and  particularly  for  self-reliance  and  fortitude  in 
assaulting  strong  positions  which  might  well  cause  hesitation  in  veteran  infantry. 
Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Brevet  Brigadier  Generil 
J.  G.  Parkhurst,  provost  marshal  general  of  my  command,  giving  the  number 
of  prisoners  and  deserters  registered  at  his  office  during  the  period  of  which  the 
foregoing  treats. 

1  am,  general,  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major  General  U.  S.  Armyt  Commanding, 
Brig.  Gen'l  J.  A.  (Rawlings, 

Chief  of  Staff,  United  States  Army. 


Report  of  prisoners  of  war  received  at  the  office  of  the  provost  marshal  general^ 
department  of  the  Cumberland,  from  January  21  to  May  31,  inrJusive, 
1865. 
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Bespectfolly  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major  general  commanding. 

J.  G.  PARKHUR8T, 
Brevet  Brig,  Greneral  and  Provost  Marshal  CreneraU  D.  C 
Hbadquartbrs  Dbpartmbnt  op  thb  Gdmbbrland, 

Office  Provost  Marshal  General,  Nashville,  June  B,  1865. 


Hbadquartbrs  Cavalry  Divisiox, 

District  op  East  Tbnnbssbb, 

Greenville,  Tennessee,  April  25,  1865. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  camp,  district  of  East  Tennessee,  from  the  21st  of  March  up  to  the  present 
date.  To  prevent  repetition  I  will  merely  say  that  from  the  time  the  division 
left  Morristown  on  the  23d  of  March,  until  the  17th  of  April,  Major  Gkneral 
Stoneman,  commanding  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  accompanied  the  division^ 
and  that  its  movements  were  made  in  compliance  with  his  instructions. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  of  the 
district  of  East  Tennessee,  I  assumed  command  of  this  division.  At  that  time 
but  one  brigade  (Miller's  third  brigade)  was  at  Knozville. 

On  the  22d  the  division  was  concentrated  at  Mossy  creek. 

On  the  23d  the  division  moved  to  Morristown,  Tennessee,  where  five  days' 
rations,  one  day's  forage,  (com,)  and  four  horseshoes  and  nails,  were  issued  to 
each  man  of  the  command. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  Golonel  Miller,  with  his  brigade  (the 
third,)  moved  in  the  road  towards  Bristol,  with  orders  to  take  the  north  or 
Snapp's  Ferry  road,  at  Bull's  gap,  and  by  a  rapid  march  by  Fall  branch  to  get 
on  the  railroad  between  Jonesboro'  and  Cartel's  station,  and  thus  get  in  the 
rear  of  the  portion  of  the  enemy's  forces  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  Jonesboro'. 
Colonel  Miller  was  accompanied  by  a  telegraph  operator.  The  other  two 
brigades  from  Bull's  gap  took  the  general  or  Ball's  Mill  road,  while  Greneral 
Tilson  with  the  infantry  train,  moved  by  the  main  or  southern  road  by  way  of 
Greenville.     Nothing  of  interest  transpired  on  the  24th. 

On  the  25th  we  encamped  ten  (10)  miles  west  of  Jonesboro',  the  train  came 
up,  and  the  first  and  second  brigades  drew  all  the  rations  the  men  could  cany 
conveniently^ 

On  the  26th  the  command  moved,  cutting  loose  from  all  incumbrances  in  the 
way  of  trains.     One  wagon,  an  ambulance,  and  four  guns,  with  their  caift^^^^sa^-* 

4^ 
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were  the  only  carriages  tliat  accompanied  the  expedition.  At  12  m.  we 
passed  through  Jonesboro',  and  learned  from  Colonel  Miller  that  he  complied 
with  his  instructions,  but  that  iij  consequence  of  injuries  to  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Watauga,  there  had  been  no  trains  south  of  the  river  for  some  days'; 
that  rebel  General  Jackson  had  fallen  back  the  previous  night  in  great  ha^te, 
and  that  the  country  was  full  of  rebel  stragglers  and  deserters,  and  that  he  had 
killed  and  captured  some  of  the  former.  In  compliance  with  his  instructions, 
Colonel  Miller  then  moved  to  Elizabeth  town. 

On  the  26th  a  portion  of  the  command  encamped  on  Buffalo  creek,  and  the 
remainder  at  Doe  Kiver  cave,  it  being  necessary  to  scatter  the  comm:iud  in  order 
to  procure  forage.  On  the  27th  Colonel  Miller  was  ordered  to  concentrate  his 
brigade  and  follow  the  division  on  the  fallowing  day. 

.  On  the  27th  the  command  moved  up  the  Watauga  river,  and  after  halting  for  a 
short  time  near  the  mouth  of  Roane's  creek  to  feed,  marched  uutil  12  p.  m., 
when  we  bivouacked  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Iron  mountain  until  daylight, 
when  the  march  was  resumed. 

About  10  a.  m.  on  the  28th,  when  approaching  the  town  of  Boone,  it  was 
learned  that  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  home  guard  in  that  town  to  take  place 
on  that  day.  Major  Keogh,  aide-de-camp  to  Major  General  Stoneman,  went 
forward  with  a  detachment  of  the  twelfth  Kentucky  volunteer  cavalry,  surprised 
and  routed  the  rebels,  killing  nine  and  capturing  sixty-eight.  Much  credit 
is  due  Major  Keogh  and  the  gallant  officers  and  men  of  the  twelfth  Kentucky 
cavalry  engaged  in  this  affair.  At  Boone  the  command  separated,  General  Stone- 
man  with  Palmer's  brigade  (first)  going  by  way  of  Deep  gap  to  Wilkesboro',  while 
I,  with  Brown's  brigade  (second)  and  the  artillery,  moved  towards  the  place  by 
the  Flat  Gap  road.  Miller  had  instructions  to  follow  me.  At  9  p.  m.  Brown's 
brigade  arrived  at  Patterson's  factory,  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  found 
an  ample  supply  of  com  and  bacon.  I  remained  in  rear  to  give  my  personal 
attention  to  the  artillery,  which  did  not  arrive  at  the  factory  uutil  7  a.  m. 

On  the  29th,  after  feeding  and  resting,  the  march  was  resumed  at  11  a.  m. 
A  guard  having  been  left  in  charge  of  the  forage  and  subsistence  until  the  arrival 
of  Colonel  Miller,  who  had  orders,  after  supplying  his  command,  to  destroy  the 
remainder  and  burn  the  factory,  the  order  was  executed.  Late  in  the  aftcmooo 
I  arrived  at  the  intersection  of  the  road  I  was  on  with  the  one  on  which  General 
Stoneman  was  moving,  a  few  minutes  after  the  general  passed.  That  night  the 
twelfth  Ohio  cavalry  drove  the  enemy  from  Wilkesboro',  compelling  them  to 
leave  their  stores  and  a  number  of  horses  behind.  In  order  to  obtain  forage  it 
was  found  necessary  to  move  the  tenth  Michigan  cavalry  and  fifteenth  Tennes- 
see cavalry  to  the  north  side  of  the  Yadkin. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  (30th)  the  twelfth  Ohio  crossed,  but  before 
the  artillery  could  reach  the  ford  the  river  became  so  much  swollen  by  the  heavy 
rain  of  the  previous  night  that  it  was  found  to  be  impassable,  and  moving  four 
miles  to  the  east  of  Wilkesboro',  we  encamped. 

On  the  31st  the  river  continued  impassable;  we  moved  four  miles  further  east, 
where  forage  was  abundant.     Colonel  Miller's  brigade  rejoined  this  day. 

April  1. — Marched  to  Jonesboro'. 

April  2. — Crossed  the  Yadkin  at  Jonesville  and  marched  to  Mount  Airy  by 
way  of  Dobson.  Arrived  at  Mount  Airy  about  10  p.  m.,  learned  that  a  train  of 
wagons  had  left  that  place  at  3  p.  m.,  going  in  the  direction  of  Hillsville,  Virginia. 
Colonel  Palmer  was  directed  to  send  a  detachment  in  pursuit,  with  orders  to 
follow  until  he  captured  the  train.  An  officer  of  the  fifteenth  Tennessee  cavalry 
had  charge  of  the  pursuing  party,  and  after  reaching  the  top  of  the  Blue  Ridge^ 
halted  uutil  the  remainder  of  the  command  came  up  next  morning. 

The  command  marched  from  Mount  Airy  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  April  3, 
and  arrived  at  Hillsville,  Virginia,  at  1  p.  m.,  where  the  failure  of  the  party  sent 
in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  wagons  was  leaded.     Another  party  was  sent,  with 
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orders  to  capture  the  train  at  all  hazards.  In  a  few  hours  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  party  reported  that  he  had  possession  of  seventeen  (17)  wagons  and  one 
(1)  forge.  The  wagons  were  loaded  with  forage,  which  was  fed  to  Brown's 
brigade,  the  animals  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  the 
wagons  burned.  From  Hillsville,  Colonel  Miller,  commanding  third  brigade, 
was  ordered  to  take  five  hundred  (500)  picked  men  from  his  brigade  and  proceed 
by  way  of  Porter's  ford  on  New  river  to  Wytheville,  and  destroy  the  railroad 
bridge  over  Reedy  creek  and  at  Max  meadows,  together  with  the  depot  of  supplies 
at  Wytheville.  After  feeding  in  the  vicinity  of  Hillsville  the  march  was  resumed 
at  sunset  in  the  direction  of  Jacksonville.  Shortly  after  our  advance  came  upon 
a  force  of  rebels,  which  was  charged  and  driven  several  miles.  At  12  p.  m. 
the  command  bivouacked  in  the  vicinity  of  a  tithe  depot  of  hay. 

The  march  was  resumed  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  and  arrived 
at  Jacksonville  at  10  a.  m.,  where  another  tithe  depot  of  hay  and  corn  furnished  an 
ample  supply  for  our  animals.  At  this  point  Major  Wagner,  fifteenth  Tennessee 
cavalry,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250)  picked  men,  was  detached,  with  orders 
to  proceed  to  Salem,  Virginia,  and  from  that  point  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridges 
as  far  east  as  possible,  and  then  rejoin  the  command  wherever  it  might  be.  At 
2  p.  m.  the  march  was  resumed  in  the  direction  of  Christiausburg,  at  which  we 
arrived  at  12  p.  m. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  Colonel  Palmer,  commanding  first  brigade,  was 
ordered  to  destroy  the  railroad  track  east  of  Christiausburg,  while  Brown's 
brigade  did  the  same  to  the  west.  The  eleventh  Kentucky  cavalry  was  sent  to 
take  possession  of  the  railroad  bridge  and  ferries  over  New  river,  and  the  tenth 
Michigan  cavalry  to  destroy  the  bridges  over  the  Roanoke ;  both  these  regiments 
performed  the  duty  assigned  them  promptly  and  effectually.  At  this  time  at 
least  ninety  (90)  miles  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad  was  in  our 
possession,  viz.,  from  Wytheville  to  Salem. 

During  the  6th  the  command  was  actively  engaged  in  destroying  the  railroad, 
and  by  4  p.  m.  of  that  day  the  bridges  over  New  river  had  been  disabled  by 
cutting  away  two  bents.  The  iron  and  cross-ties  for  twenty  (20)  miles  east  of 
Budge  were  destroyed,  as  well  as  numerous  bridges  on  the  Roanoke  river,  and 
our  horses  had  been  refreshed  by  two  days'  rest.  Colonel  Miller  reported  that 
he  had  destroyed  the  bridges  at  Reedy  creek  and  Max  meadows,  and  a  large 
depot  of  commissary,  quartermaster,  and  ordnance  supplies,  among  which  were 
a  large  amount  of  ammunition  and  ten  thousand  pounds  of  powder ;  and  that  in 
compliance  with  his  instructions  he  had  crossed  the  New  river  at  Porter's  ferry, 
and  awaited  further  orders.  Colonel  Miller  reported  that  he  had  been  attacked 
by  the  enemy  with  infantry  and  cavalry  at  Wylheville,  but  had  repulsed  them, 
and  withdrew  with  a  loss  of  thirty-five  (35)  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
He  was  directed  to  move  to  Hillsville,  and  thence  to  Taylorsville,  Virginia. 

At  10  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  the  command  moved  out  of  Christians- 
burg  in  the  direction  of  Jacksonville,  at  which  place  we  arrived  at  10  a.  m.  on 
the  7th.  Colonel  Palmer,  commanding  the  first  brigade,  had  been  directed  to 
send  the  tenth  Michigan  cavalry  directly  from  its  position  on  the  railroad  to 
Martinsville,  Virginia.  By  some  misunderstanding  of  the  order  he  marched  by 
way  of  Kennedy's  gap,  with  his  entire  brigade,  to  Martinsville.  At  2  p.  m.  the 
march  was  resumed,  and  at  10  p.m.  we  arrived  at  Taylorsville,  Virginia. 

Remained  at  Taylorsville  during  the  8th.  Miller's  brigade  joined  at  10  a.  m^ 
Orders  were  sent  to  Palmer  to  move  his  brigade  to  Danbury,  North  Carolina. 

Marched  to  Danbury  on  the  9th;  found  abundance  of  tithe  com.  Palmer*8 
brigade  joined  the  tenth  Michigan  cavalry  on  approaching  Martinsville;  had 
found  it  occupied  by  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250)  of  Wheeler's  rebel  cavalry, 
whom  they  attacked  and  drove  out,  killing  and  wounding  several,  and  capturing 
twenty  (20)  horses,  losing  one  officer  killed,  and  five  men  wounded. 

On  the  10th  we  moved  south,  arriving  at  Germantown  at  12  m.    The  xisw^5*st 
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of  negroes  who  were  following  the  column  had  reached  to  snch  an  extent  as  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  command-  in  case  it  should  become  closelj  engaged 
-with  the  enemy.  Several  hundred  were  sent  from  this  point  to  East  Tennessee, 
under  a  sufficient  guard  for  their  protection.  They  all  reached  their  destination 
in  safety,  and  most  of  those  fit  for  military  service,  I  have  since  learned,  are 
now  in  Colonel  Bartlett's  one  hundred  and  nineteenth  regiment  United  States 
colored  infantry.  From  Germantown  Colonel  Palmer  was  detached  with  his 
brigade,  and  instructed  to  proceed  to  Salem  and  destroy  the  large  factories 
engaged  in  making  clothing  for  the  rebel  army,  and  thence  si^nd  out  parties  to 
destroy  the  railroad  south  of  Greensboro',  and  that  one  party  should  attempt  to 
cut  the  road  between  Greensboro*  and  Danville,  and  after  executing  these  orders 
to  withdraw  across  the  Yadkin  at  Shallow  ford.  The  remainder  of  the  division 
moved  at  4  p.  m.  by  way  of  Bethania,  and  arrived  at  Shallow  ford  at  daylight 
on  the  11th.  The  detachment  of  the  enemy  guarding  the  ford  were  taken  by 
surprise,  made  but  a  feeble  resistance  and  fled,  leaving  upwards  of  a  hundred 
new  muskets  in  our  hands.  From  Shallow  ford  our  march  was  directly  south. 
When  near  Mocksville  the  advance  came  upon  a  small  party  of  the  enemy,  which 
was  at  once  charged  and  dispersed.  At  8  p.  m.  we  bivouacked  on  the  road  twelve 
(12)  miles  north  of  Salisbury. 

At  12.30  a.  m.  on  the  12th  we  were  again  in  motion,  Miller's  brigade  in  advance. 
Three  miles  from  our  resting,  place  we  came  to  the  South  Yadkin,  a  deep  and 
rapid  stream,  with  but  few  fords.  It  was  expected  that  the  passage  of  this 
stream  would  be  disputed,  but  such  was  not  the  case.  A  few  rebels  were  on 
the  north  side  of  the  stream ;  they  crossed  and  offered  no  resistance  to  our  pas- 
sage. One- fourth  of  a  mile  south  of  the  stream  the  road  forked,  both  branches 
leading  to  Salisbury;  the  west  road  was  chosen  for  the  main  column,  as  being 
in  better  condition.  One  battalion  of  the  twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry  was  sent  by 
the  eastern  or  old  road,  with  orders  to  make  a  determined  demonstration  of 
crossing  Grant  creek,  two  (2)  miles  from  Salisbury,  and,  if  successful,  to  attack 
the  forces  defending  the  upper  bridge  in  rear.  Just  at  daylight  our  advance 
guard  came  upon  the  enemy's  pickets,  which  were  pushed  back  to  the  bridge 
over  Grant  creek,  just  before  reaching  which  our  troops  were  opened  upon  by 
both  artillery  and  infantry  stationed  on  the  Salisbury  side  of  the  stream.  A 
close  reconnoissance  discovered  the  fact  that  the  flooring  had  been  removed 
from  two  spans  of  the  bridge,  and  piled  on  the  enemy's  side.  The  trains  could 
be  heard  distinctly  leaving  Salisbury,  on  both  the  South  Carolina  and  Morgan- 
town  railroad.  Miller's  and  Brown's  brigades  were  closed  up,  and  a  section  of 
Keagan's  battery  ordered  forward.  Just  as  Brown's  brigade  had  been  formed, 
I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Stoneman  to  send  one  hundred  (100) 
men  to  ford  Grant  creek,  2^  miles  above  the  bridge,  cut  the  railroad,  capture  a 
train,  if  possible,  and  then  get  in  rear  of  Salisbury,  and  annoy  the  enemy  as 
much  as  possible.  The  eleventh  Kentucky  was  selected  for  this  purpose.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Slater  commanding,  and  Captain  Morrow,  of  Greneral  Stoncmau's 
staff,  accompanying  the  detachment.  About  the  same  time  Major  Donnelly,  of 
the  thirteenth  Tennessee  cavalry,  with  about  one  hundred  (100)  men,  was  ordered 
to  cross  the  stream  lower,  while  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith,  acting  assistant 
inspector  general,  with  a  party  of  dismounted  men,  crossed  still  lower.  Major 
Keogh,  of  General  Stoneman's  staff,  afterwards  joined  the  eleventh  K*jntucky 
cavalry,  and  gallantly  led  it  during  the  charge.  So  soon  as  the  parties  sent 
across  the  river  became  engaged,  and  the  rattling  fire  of  the  eleventh  Kentucky 
cavalry  (Spencer's  rifles)  announced  that  the  enemy's  left  had  been  turned.  I 
ordered  Colonel  Miller  to  advance  on  the  main  road.  The  flooring  of  the  bridge 
was  found  to  have  been  taken  up,  but  was  laid  by  a  detachment  of  the  eighth 
and  thirteenth  Tennessee  cavalry,  and  Miller's  brigade  charged  across.  The 
enemy  by  this  time  were  falling  back  along  their  entire  line.  Brigadier  General 
Brown  was  ordered  forward  to  support  Colonel  Miller,  who  continued  to  press 
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them.  Their  retreat  soon  became  a  root.  At  the  intersection  of  the  roarl  upon 
which  we  were  advancing  with  the  Statesville  road,  Keogh,  who  had  been 
joined  by  Major  Sawyer's  battalion,  eighth  Tennessee  cavalry,  joined  Miller,  having 
charged  and  captured  all  the  artillery  the  enemy  had  used  against  our  right  flank. 
The  pursuit  was  kept  up  as  long  as  the  enemy  retained  a  semblance  of  organ- 
ization, and  until  those  who  escaped  capture  had  scattered  and  concealed  them- 
selves in  the  woods.  The  enemy's  force  was  ascertained  to  have  about  three 
thousand  (3,000,)  commanded  by  Major  General  W.  M.  Grardner,  with  eighteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  in  charge  of  Colonel  J.  C  Pemberton,  (late  Lieutenant  Gren- 
eral  Pemberton  )  The  fruits  of  this  victory  were  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery, 
with  caissons,  forges,  and  battery  wagons,  complete;  seventeen  (17)  stands  of 
colors,  and  between  twelve  and  thirteen  hnndred  (1,200  and  1,300)  prisoners, 
and  the  possession  of  the  town,  with  its  immense  depots  and  arsenals,  and  the 
Salisbury  prison.  Miller's  brigade  was  recalled  from  the  pursuit,  and  ordered  to 
destroy  the  railroad  eastward,  at  the  same  time  Major  Hambright,  provost  mar- 
shal, and  Major  Barnes,  of  my  staff,  were  ordered  to  secure  the  prisoners,  and 
ascertain  the  locality  and  amount  of  stores,  with  a  view  to  their  destruction. 
Colonel  Palmer,  with  his  brigade,  came  up  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  reported 
that  he  had  been  entirely  successful,  having  destroyed  two  large  factories,  seven 
thousand  (7,000)  bales  of  cotton,  cut  the  railroad  once  north  of  Greensboro*,  and 
in  three  places  between  that  place  and  the  Yadkin  river,  and  captured  over  four 
hundred  (400)  prisoners;  and  that  Major  Wagner,  who  was  detached  at  Jack- 
sonville, had  also  rejoined  and  reported  the  destruction  of  all  bridges  on  the 
Tennessee  and  Virginia  railroad  to  within  four  (4)  miles  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 
Colonel  Palmer  was  directed  to  destroy  the  railroad  south  of  Salisbury,  in  the 
direction  of  Charlotte. 

At  2  p.  m.  on  the  13th  Major  Barnes  reported  the  destruction  of  all  rebel 
supplies  to  be  complete.  From  the  preceding  afternoon  up  to  this  time  the  air 
had  been  constantly  rent  by  the  reports  of  exploding  shells,  and  burning  maga- 
zines for  miles  around.  The  locality  of  the  city  was  marked  during  the  day  by  a 
column  of  dense  smoke,  and  at  night  by  the  glare  from  burning  stores.  Major 
Barnes  reported  having  destroyed  the  following  stores:  10,000  stand  of  arms; 
1,000,000  pounds  of  ammunition,  (small;)  10,000  pounds  of  ammunition,  (artil- 
lery;) 6,000  pounds  of  powder;  3  magazines;  6  depots;  10,000  bushels  of  com; 
75,000  suits  of  uniform  clothing;  250,000  blankets,  English  manufacture ;  20,000 
pounds  of  leather;  6,000  pounds  of  bacon;  100,000  pounds  of  salt;  20,000 
pounds  of  sugar;  27,000  pounds  of. rice;  10,000  pounds  of  saltpetre;  50,000 
bushels  of  wheat;  80  barrels  of  turpentine;  15,000,000  dollars  of  confederate 
money ;  a  lot  of  medical  stores,  which  the  medical  director  said  was  worth  over 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold. 

The  work  of  destruction  complete,  the  command  marched  from  Salisbury  at 
3  p.  m.  on  the  13th,  bringing  away  eleven  (11)  of  the  eighteen  (18)  pieces  of 
captured  artillery;  the  remaining  seven  (7)  pieces  were  destroyed  and  abandoned 
for  lack  of  animals  to  bring  them  off. 

On  the  15th  the  command  reached  Lenoir,  and  as  it  had  been  determined  to 
send  the  captured  artillery  and  prisoners  to  East  Tennessee  from  this  point,  the 
16th  was  occupied  in  returning  the  prisoners  and  refitting  the  artillery. 

On  the  17th  Major  General  Stoneman  left  the  command.  Up  to  thia  time 
General  Stoneipan  had  been  with  the  division,  and,  as  stated  in  the  beginning  of 
this  report,  all  movements  were  made  in  accordance  with  his  plans.  Colonel 
Palmer,  whose  brigade  was  at  Statesville,  was  ordered  to  establish  his  headquar- 
ters at  Lincolnton,  and  watch  the  line  of  the  Catawba.  With  Miller's  and 
Brown's  brigades  I  moved  towards  Morgantown,  and  when  arriving  at  the  Catawba 
river,  2J  miles  east  of  that  place,  the  bridge  was  discovered  to  be  torn  up,  the 
ford  blockaded,  and  the  passage  of  the  river  disputed  by  Major  General  '^^- 
Cowen,  with  about  three  hundred  (300)  men  and  one  piece  of  artillery.     "5&-«>fs«. 
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Kenner,  eighth  Tennessee  cavalry,  was  sent  up  the  river  about  two  (2)  miles  to 
cross  and  get  in  the  enemy's  rear;  another  battalion  of  the  same  re^ment  was 
dismounted  and  placed  as  near  the  bridge  as  shelter  could  be  found.  The  second 
shot  from  our  artillery  dismounted  the  rebel  gun,  a  few  more  discbarges  drove 
them  from  their  rifle-pits,  when  the  dismounted  battalion  under  Captain  Dentor, 
eighth  Tennessee,  chai-ged  across  the  bridge  on  the  sleepers,  and  drove  the  rebels 
from  the  ford.  The  rebels  lost  several  killed,  and  we  captured  one  piece  of 
artillery,  and  about  fifty  (50)  prisoners.  The  broken  axle  of  the  piece  was 
replaced  from  caisson,  and  the  piece  brought  away.  At  Morgantown  large  sup- 
plies of  corn  and  bacon  were  found. 

On  the  19th  I  moved  towards  Ashville,  by  way  of  Swananoa  gap,  reaching 
the  gap  on  the  20th.  I  found  it  effectually  blockaded  and  defended  by  about 
five  hundred  (500)  men  with  four  (4)  pieces  of  artillery. 

Leaving  Colonel  Miller  to  deceive  the  enemy  by  feints,  on  the  2l8t  I  moved  to 
Rutherford,  forty  (40)  miles  from  Swananoa  gap,  and  by  sundown  on  the  22d  I 
had  passed  the  Blue  Ridge,  at  Howard's  gap,  with  but  slight  resistance,  and 
•  was  in  the  enemy's  rear. 

At  daylight  on  the  23d  the  advance  entered  Andersonville.  Here  I  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  had  learned  that  I  had  left  Swananoa  gap,  and  had  been 
in  Andersonville  the  previous  day  with  four  (4)  pieces  of  artillery,  but  being  able 
to  hear  nothing  of  us,  had  returned  towards  Ashville  late  in  the  afternoon.  I 
immediately  ordered  Colonel  Slater,  commanding  eleventh  Kentucky  cavalry, 
to  pursue,  attack,  and  capture  this  artillery  at  all  hazards.  The  eleventh  Mich- 
igan was  ordered  to  the  eleventh  Kentucky.  At  12  o'clock  m.  the  colonel  reported 
he  had  overtaken  the  artillery  twelve  (12)  miles  from  Henderson ville,  charged 
and  captured  the  four  (4)  pieces  and  seventy  (70)  of  its  infantry  guard. 

At  Hendersonville  about  three  hundred  stand  of  arms  were  captured.  I  also 
heard  from  Colonel  Palmer  that  he  had  received  my  order  to  move  to  Ruther- 
ford, but  after  concentrating  for  the  move,  had  been  informed  by  General  Echols, 
of  the  rebel  army,  of  the  existence  of  the  truce,  and  therefore  had  not  moved. 
He  was  directed  to  comply  with  the  previous  order,  and  establish  his  headquar- 
ters at  Rutherford.  I  regarded  the  possession  of  one  of  the  gaps  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  as  being  absolutely  necessary  to  the  safety  of  my  command. 

At  12  o'clock  m.  I  loft  Hendersonville,  intending  to  attack  Ashville  the  sam« 
evening.  At  3  p.  m.  I  received  a  flag  of  truce  from  General  Martin,  at  Ashville, 
stating  that  he  had  official  notification  of  the  truce.  Later  in  the  evening  another 
flag  01  truce  informed  me  that  General  Martin  would  meet  me  next  morning  al 
11  a.  m.  I  received  an  official  announcement  from  General  Sherman  of  the 
existence  of  the  truce. 

General  Sherman's  order  to  General  Stoneman  to  come  to  the  railroad  al 
Durham's  station,  or  Hillsboro',  was  received  at  11  p.  m.  Being  thoroughly 
convinced  that  the  order  had  been  given  by  General  Sherman  in  the  belief  that 
the  cavalry  division  was  at  or  near  Salisbury,  when  in  fact  it  would  have  required 
a  march  of  above  two  hundred  (200)  miles  to  have  reached  Durham's  station, 
and  but  sixty  (60)  to  our  base  at  Greenville,  Tennessee,  after  mature  consid- 
eration I  determined  to  march  to  the  latter  place ;  and  accordingly,  when  I  met 
General  Martin,  under  flag  of  truce,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  I  announced  to 
him  my  decision  to  march  to  Greenville,  and  at  the  same  time  snggested  to  him 
that  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to  the  people  if  he  could  supply  me  with  three  (3) 
days'  rations,  and  tnus  avoid  the  necessity  of  stripping  the  citizens  of  their  scanty 
supplies.  The  general  agreed  to  my  proposition,  and  furnished  three  (3)  days* 
rations  of  meal,  and  all  the  meat  they  had  on  hand.  At  this  meeting  General 
Martin  demanded  the  restoration  of  the  battery  captured  the  preceding  day, 
basing  his  claim  on  the  fact  that  the  capture  had  been  made  after  the  date  of 
agreement  between  Generals  Sherman  and  Johnston,  though  its  existence  might 
have  been  unknown  to  him  and  myself.    Of  coarse  I  declined  restoring  the 
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battery,  which,  with  the  piece  captured  at  Morgantown,  will  arrive  at  this  place 
on  the  28th.  But  for  the  armistice  it  would  have  been  easy  to  capture  Ashville 
and  its  ganison.  Colonel  Palmer  reports  that  after  leaving  States ville  he  paroled 
over  two  thousand  (2,000)  prisoners. 

On  the  25th  Brown's  ana  Miller's  brigades  marched  towards  Greenville,  while 
orders  were  given  for  Palmer  to  proceed  by  way  of  Waynesville  and  Quallatown 
down  the  Little  Tennessee. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  remarking  on  the  complete  surprise  of  the 
rebels  at  every  point  at  which  we  appeared.  When  the  expedition  crossed  the 
Blue  Ridge  into  North  Carolina  they  were  convinced  that  Salisbury  was  the 
point  of  intended  attack.  By  turning  due  north  from  Jonesville  the  enemy 
were  completely  surprised,  and  the  Tennessee  and  Virginia  railroad  at  our  mercy. 
By  the  destruction  of  that  road  the  enemy  lost  three  (3)  trains,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  destroy  upwards  of  two  hundred  (200)  wagons,  and  spike  and  abandon 
twenty -one  (21)  pieces  of  artillery.  The  greater  part  of  the  troops  thus  cut  off 
returned  to  Kentucky,  under  Generals  Cosley  and  Geltner,  and  suiTcndered 
themselves  to  the  federal  authorities.  When  marching  south  the  demonstration 
of  Colonel  Palmer  hi  the  direction  of  Danville  and  Greensboro',  by  Martinsville, 
the  enemy  withdrew  several  thousand  of  their  troops  from  Salisbury  before  they 
discovered  the  real  point  of  attack.  The  road  being  cut  in  five  different  places 
south  of  Danville,  and  despite  their  efforts  to  le-enforce  it,  Salisbury,  with  its 
immense  depots  and  magazines,  fell  into  our  hands.  A  division  of  infantry  and 
a  brigade  of  cavalry  arrived  at  Salisbury  the  day  after  our  departure.  While 
all  their  available  force  and  artillery  was  at  Swananoa  gap  a  brigade  was  passed 
to  their  rear,  surprising  and  capturing  most  of  their  force.  Our  captures  amount 
to  twenty-five  (25)  pieces  of  artillery  taken  in  action,  and  twenty-one  (21)  that 
they  were  forced  to  abandon  in  southwest  Virginia — total  forty-six  (46;)  above 
six  thousand  (6,000)  prisoners,  and  seventeen  (17)  battle-flags. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  recommend  the  following  officers  to  the  especial  consid- 
eration of  the  War  Department :  Colonel  W.  J.  Palmer,  for  his  uniform  gallantry 
and  zeal  and  ability  in  the  management  of  his  brigade;  Colonel  J.  K.  Miller, 
the  same,  and  especially  for  his  gallantry  at  Salisbury,  for  which  I  respectfully 
and  earnestly  recommend  him  for  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general ;  Major  Sanders, 
for  gallantry  in  the  charge  at  Salisbury ;  Colonel  Trawbridge,  for  gallantry  and 
energy  in  his  attack  on  High  Point,  where  he  was  opposed  by  superior  numbers; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Slater,  for  his  distinguished  gallantry  in  charging  and  cap- 
turing the  enemy's  battery  near  Ashville,  April  23d;  Major  Wagner,  fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  for  the  gallantry  ana  ability  displayed  by  him  in  the 
management  of  his  battalion  while  detached  from  his  regiment  and  brigade  in 
tlie  direction  of  Lynchbure  and  Danville;  Major  Modena,  twelfth  Ohio,  for 
gallantry  in  capturing  and  aestroying  the  bridges  over  Catawba  when  defended 
by  a  superior  force  and  two  (2)  pieces  of  artillery;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stacy, 
thirteenth  Tennessee  cavalry,  for  his  uniform  gallantry,  particularly  at  Salisbury. 

I  beg  to  recommend  to  special  notice  my  staff  Lieutenant  Colonel  Israel  0. 
Smith,  acting  assistant  inspector  general,  for  his  uniform  gallantry  and  efficiency, 
particularly  at  Salisbury,  for  promotion  to  colonel  by  brevet.  For  the  same 
reasons  I  recommend  Major  S.  C.  Hambright,  tenth  Tennessee  cavalry,  provost 
marshal  division,  and  Major  J.  K.  Barnes,  twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry,  Captain  W. 
J.  Patterson,  battery  E,  first  Tennessee  light  artillery,  acting  assistant  adjutant 
general,  and  Captain  W.  R.  Tracy,  commissary  subsistence  United  States  vol- 
unteers, Lieutenant  D.  M.  Nelson,  aide-de-camp,  ninth  Tennessee  cavalry.  Lieu 
tenants  Malaby  and  Eice,  signal  officers,  and  Surgeon  As  L.  Canict,  medical  di- 
rector. 

Upon  First  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Reagan,  commanding  battery  E,  first  Tennessee 
light  artillery,  devolved  the  laborious  duty  of  commanding  his  battery.  H>a. 
management  of  it,  whether  on  long  and  tedious  marches  with  broken.- ^'^'"^ 
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horses,  or  on  the  battle-field,  was  sucli  as  to  challenge  the  admiration  of  the  entu« 
command,  and  often  elicited  the  praise  of  the  major  general  commanding.  I 
would  earnestly  recommend  his  promotion  to  major  bj  brevet.  Brigade  com- 
manders will  send  in  recommendations  of  each  officers  as  have  distinguished 
themselves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALVAN  C.  GILLEM, 
Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 
Major  G.  M.  Bascom, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  _ 

Headquarters  District  East  Tennessee,  Knoxtnlle, 


Ueadquartbrs  Gavalry  Gorps, 

Military  Division  of  thk  Mississippi, 
Macon,  Ga.,  June  29,  1865. 

General  :  My  last  general  report  of  operations,  dated  at  Gravelly  Spring, 
Alabama,  February  8,  1865,  completed  the  history  of  the  cavalry  corps,  mili- 
tary division  of  the  Mississippi,  from  its  organization  to  that  date.  In  pursu- 
ance of  instructions  from  General  Thomas,  I  was  authorized,  after  the  escape  of 
fiood  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river,  to  assemble  the  available  force 
of  the  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  Eastport,  at  the  head  of  steamboat  navigation  on 
the  Tennessee  river,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  organization  and  put- 
ting the  troops  in  the  best  possible  condition  for  early  active  operations.  By 
his  direction,  after  transferring  the  seventh  Ohio  and  fifth  Iowa  from  the  sixth 
division,  it  was  ordered  to  Pulaski  with  a  view  to  its  remaining  in  Tennessee 
for  local  operations.    No  reports  have  since  been  received  of  its  services. 

On  the  24th  of  January  La  Grange's  and  Watkins's  brigades  of  the  first  divi- 
sion, after  a  fatiguing  march,  arrived  at  Waterloo  landing,  on  the  northwestern 
comer  of  Alabama.  They  had  been  detained  in  Kentucky,  under  General 
McCook,  for  the  purpose  of  ridding  that  State  of  a  band  of  rebel  cavalry  under 
Lyon.  In  pursuance  of  previous  orders  the  third  brigade  of  this  division  was 
then  distributed  between  the  first  and  second  brigades.  Brevet  Brigadier  Gren- 
eral  Watkins,  at  his  own  request,  was  ordered  to  Nashville  to  report  to  Brig- 
adier General  R.  W.  Johnson,  commanding  sixth  division,  for  assignment  to 
the  command  of  a  brigade  in  that  division.  About  the  same  time  the  second 
division.  Brigadier  General  Eli  Long  commanding,  and  newly  mounted  and 
eauipped,  arrived  from  Louisville,  having  marched  from  that  place,  a  distance 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  (385)  miles,  in  mid-winter,  over  bad  roads, 
with  scanty  supplies  of  forage,  in  twenty -eight  (28)  days.  Soon  after  the 
Winslow  brigade,  of  the  fourth  division,  arrived  by  steam  transports  from  the 
same  place.  The  second  brigade  of  the  division  was  then  organized  by  joining 
the  first  Ohio  (transferred  from  the  second  division)  with  the  fifth  Iowa  and 
seventh  Ohio,  (transferred  from  the  sixth  division.)  Brevet  Brigadier  General 
A.  J.  Alexander,  a  young  officer  of  courage  and  administrative  ability,  was  as- 
signed to  the  command.  Brigadier  General  B.  H.  Grierson  had  been  originally 
assigned  to  the  command  of  this  division,  but  failing  to  use  due  diligence  in 
assembling  and  preparing  it  for  the  field,  he  was  replaced  by  Brevet  Major  Gen- 
eral E.  Upton,  an  officer  of  rare  merit  and  experience.  The  corps  were  all  can- 
toned on  the  north  bank  of  the  Tennessee  river ;  Long's,  Upton's,  and  Hatch's 
divisions,  and  Hammond's  brigade,  of  Knipe's  division,  at  Gravelly  Spring, 
and  McCook's  division  at  Waterloo.  The  aggregate  force  was  about  twenty- 
two  thousand  (22,000)  men,  thirteen  thousand  of  whom  were  armed  with  Spen- 
cer carbines  and  rifles;  sixteen  thousand  (16,000)  were  well  mounted  on  horsefl, 
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Fiinply  requiring  a  few  weeks'  rest,  feed,  and  attention,  to  become  fit  for  active 
service  ;  the  balance  were  poorly  armed  and  dismounted. 

On  tbe  3d  of  February  I  received  instructions  to  send  a  division  of  five  thou- 
sand cavalry  to  Geiferal  Canby.  After  consultation  witb  General  Thomas  it 
was  decided  to  send  Knipe's  division,  but  in  order  to  furnish  it  with  horses  it 
was  found  necessary  to  dismount  part  of  the  command  remaining  behind.  Gen- 
eral Hatch's  division,  composed  of  most  excellent  troops,  had,  under  its  gallant 
commander,  won  great  distinction  during  the  recent  campaign,  but  having  the 
largest  number  of  dismounted  men,  and  having  been  constantly  in  service  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  I  thmght  it  best  to  take  the  horses  from  it  necessary  to 
mount  the  troops  about  to  leave;  I  wished  to  give  it  an  opportunity  to  rest, 
furnish  it  a  remount  of  fresh  horses,  equipments,  and  arms,  and  hoped  thereby  to 
make  it  a  model  in  drill,  discipline,  and  equipment,  as  it  had  already  made  it- 
self in  dash,  constancy,  and  cheerful  performance  of  duty. 

On  the  3d  of  February  the  mountea  portion  of  the  seventh  division  embarked 
at  Waterloo  on  transports  for  Vicksburg;  the  dismounted  portion,  with  such 
horses  as  could  be  obtained,  followed  from  Nashville,  under  the  direct  command 
of  General  Knipe,  as  soon  as  trans{)ortation  could  be  furnished.  Brevet  Brigadier 
General  J.  Hammond  had  been  relieved,  by  direction  of  the  chief  surgeon,  from  the 
command  of  a  brigade  in  this  division,  after  having  earned  great  credit  with  it  in  the 
battle  about  Nashville  and  the  pursuit  ofHood  from  Tennessee.  These  changes  left 
under  my  immediate  command  seventeen  thousand  men,  requiring  about  five  thou- 
sand horses  to  furnish  a  complete  remount.  As  the  troops  arrived  at  Gravelly 
Spring  they  were  assigned  to  camps  as  close  together  as  the  circumstances  of 
ground,  water,  and  contiguity  to  the  landings  would  permit.  The  mild  dim  ite,. 
rocky  soil,  and  the  rolling  surface  of  the  country  rendered  this  altogether  the  best 
locality  that  c.)uld  have  been  found  for  recuperating  and  preparing  both  men 
and  horses  for  an  early  spring  campaign.  The  camps  were  laid  out  with  reg- 
ularity ;  comfortable  quarters  f  )r  the  men  and  shelter  for  the  horses  were  con- 
structed without  delay.  Roads  were  made  to  the  landings,  and  supplies  of 
forage,  rations,  clothing,  equipments,  and  ammimition  were  furnished  in  great- 
abundance.  A  thorough  system  of  instructions  for  men  and  officers  was  insti- 
tuted, and  every  necessary  effort  was  made  to  bring  the  corps  to  the  highest 
possible  state  of  efficiency.  I  transmit  herewith  a  topographical  sketch,  show- 
ing the  situation  of  the  camps  and  their  arrangement.  The  plan  of  that  con- 
structed by  General  Hammond,  and  afterwards  occupied  by  a  part  of  Generab 
Upton's  division,  I  regard  the  best  arrangement  of  a  cavalry  c^antonment  yet 
devised.  The  influence  of  the  system  adopted  on  the  subsequent  career  of  the 
corps  cannot  be  overestimated.  The  final  victory  over  Forrest  and  the  rebel 
cavalry  was  won  by  patient  industry  and  instruction  while  in  the  cantonments 
of  Gravelly  Spring  and  Waterloo.  The  great  fault  in  our  cavalry  system  had 
previously  been  overwork  in  detachments,  and  the  absence  of  instructive 
organization  and  the  uniformity  of  equipment. 

On  the  23d  of  February  General  Thomas  arrived  at  Eastport  with  in- 
structions, directing  me  to  fit  out  an  expedition  of  five  or  six  thousand 
cavalry  "  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  demonstration  upon  Tuscalooi^a  and 
Selma,"  in  favor  of  General  Canby 's  operations  against  Mobile  and  central  Al- 
abama. After  consultation,  in  which  1  expres.^ed  a  belief  in  the  capacity  of  my 
command  to  capfure  those  places  and  conduct  from  the  latter  most  iraport^mt 
operations.  General  Thomas  gave  me  permission  to  move  with  my  entire  avail- 
able mounted  force,  and  authorized  me  to  pursue  such  a  course  as  I  might  see 
proper,  keeping  in  view  the  general  object  of  the  impending  campaign.  The 
instructions  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  transmitted  to  me  by  General  Thomas, 
after  directing  me  to  be  ready  to  march  as  soon  as  General  Canby 's  movement 
bad  begun,  allowed  me  the  ample?t  discretion  as  an  independent  commander. 
It  was  at  first  intended  that  the  expedition  should  begin  its  movements  V>^. 
t29 
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the  4lh  of  March,  but  heavy  rain-storms  setting  in,  the  Tennessee  river  became 
much  swollen,  and  the  roads  impassable. 

Lieutenant  General  Grant  having  dii-ected  all  the  surplus  horses  purchased 
in  the  west  to  be  sent  to  General  Cauby,  there  were  no  means  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  cavalry  bureau  to  mount  Hatch's  division.  I  therefore  directed  hira  to 
turn  over  his  few  remaining  horses  to  General  Upton,  and  continue  the  instruc- 
tion of  his  command  at  Eastport.  It  was  expected  that  the  supply  depart- 
ments would  soon  be  able  to  furnish  him  horses  and  Spencer  carbines,  8o  as  to 
enable  him  to  take  the  field  and  join  the  corps  somewhere  in  Alal)ama  or  Geor- 
gia. By  a  voluntary  arrangement  between  Brevet  Brigadier  General  D.  E. 
Coon,  commanding  the  second  brigade  of  Hatch's  divisi-m,  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Croxton,  the  former  also  turned  over  to  the  latter  all  the  Spencer  e  iroinea 
then  in  the  brigade.  By  these  means  the  troops  of  the  first,  second,  and  fourth 
divisions,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hundred,  were  armed  with  the  Spencer 
carbines ;  and  all  had  arms  using  cartridges  with  metallic  cases.  The  heavy 
rains  continued,  in  consequence  of  which  the  river  ovtrflowed  its  banks*,  and 
destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  grain  accumulated  for  tlie  horses  at  Chickasaw 
landing.  The  steamboats  could  not  reach  the  highlands  except  by  working 
their  way  through  the  woods  and  fields,  until  the  river  subsided  to  its  natural 
banks.  The  cross^ing  was,  therefore,  delayed  until  the  18th  instant.  A  light 
canvas  pontoon  train  of  thirty  boats,  with  the  fixtures  complete,  transported  by 
fifty  ?ix-mule  wagons,  and  in  charge  of  a  battalion  of  the  twelfth  Missouri  cav- 
alry, Major  J.  M.  Hubbard  commanding,  was  also  got  ready  to  accompany  the 
expedition.  The  entire  train,  in  charge  of  Captain  W.  E.  Brown,  acting  chief 
quarlermaster,  numbered  not  far  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  wagons,  escorted 
by  fifteen  hundred  dismounted  men  of  the  three  divisions.  These  men  were 
organized  into  battalions,  and  commanded  by  Major  (now  Colonel)  Archer.  At 
daylight  on  the  22d  of  March,  all  the  preliminary  arrangements  having  been 
perfected,  and  the  order  of  march  having  been  desi;^nated,  the  movement  began 
The  entire  valley  of  the  Tennessee  having  been  devastated  by  two  years  of  war- 
fare, was  quite  as  destitute  of  army  supplies  as  the  hill  country  south  of  it.  lo 
all  directions,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  there  was  almost  abs.^lute  des- 
titution. It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  scatter  the  troops  over  a  wide  extent 
of  country,  and  march  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  would  permit.  This  was 
rendered  safe  by  the  fact  that  Forrest's  forces  were  at  that  time  near  West 
Point,  Missiesi})pi,  one  hundred  and  fifty  mil«».s  southwest  of  Eastport.  while 
Roddy *s  occupied  Montevallo,  on  the  Alabama  and  Tennessee  river  railroad, 
nearly  the  same  distance  to  the  southeast.  By  starting  on  diverging  roads  tlie 
enemy  wtis  left  in  doubt  as  to  our  real  object,  and  compelled  to  watch  equally 
Columbus,  Tuscaloosa,  and  Selma.  Upton's  divisions,  followed  by  his  train, 
marched  rapidly  by  the  most  easterly  route,  passing  by  Barton's  station,  Throg- 
morton's  mills,  Russelville,  Mount  Hope,  and  Jasper,  to  Sander's  ferry,  on  the 
west  fork  of  the  Black  Warrior  river.  Long's  division  marched  by  the  way  of 
Cherokee  station  and  Frankfort,  but  being  encumbered  by  the  pontoon  train, 
and  having  mistaken  the  road  by  which  it  should  have  ascenrled  the  mountain, 
was  considerably  delayed  in  reaching  Russelville.  From  this  place  it  marched 
directly  south  by  the  Tuscaloosa  road  until  it  crossed  Upper  Bear  creek; 
thence  turned  to  the  eastward  by  the  head  of  Butlahatchie  creek,  crossed  Byl^r's 
road,  ne<'ir  Thorn  Hill,  and  struck  Black  Water  creek  about  twenty- five  miles 
from  Jasper.  The  crossing  of  the  last-mentioned  stream,  and  the  road  for  six 
miles  beyond,  were  as  bad  as  could  be,  but  by  industry  everything  was  foixed 
through  to  Jasper,  and  the  ford  on  the  W^arrior,  with  but  little  loss  of  lime. 
McCook's  division  pursued  the  same  loute  to  Bear  creek,  on  the  Tuscaloosa 
road,  but  instead  of  turning  to  the  eastward  at  that  place,  continued  the  march 
towards  Tuscaloosa,  as  far  as  Eldridge,  and  thence  east  to  Jasper.  In  this  or.ler 
he  difierent  divisions  arrived  at  and  crossed  the  two  forks  of  the  Black  Warrior 
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river.  Tlie  ford  on  the  West  branch  was  extremely  difficult  of  approach  as  well 
as  of  passage,  the  country  on  both  sides  very  rugged,  and  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred feet  above,  the  bed  of  the  stream  was  entirely  destitute  of ;  the 

stream  itself  was,  at  the  time,  likely  to  become  entirely  impassable  by  the  rain 
which  threatened  to  occur  at  any  moment.  I  had  also  heard  at  Jasper  on  the 
27th  that  a  part  of  Forrest's  force,  under  Chalmers,  was  marching  by  the  way  of 
Bridgeville  towards  Tuscaloosa,  and  knew  that  by  the  time  the  direction  of  our 
movement  had  been  discovered  it  would  be  but  a  short  time  till  the  balance  of 
the  rebel  cavalry  would  push  in  the  same  direction.  I  therefore  directed  my 
division  commanders  to  replenish  the  haversacks,  see  that  the  pack-animals 
were  fully  laden,  to  leave  all  the  wagons  except  the  artillery,  and  march  with 
the  greatest  possible  rapidity  via  Elyton  to  Montevallo.  I  felt  confident  that 
the  enemy  would  not  relinquish  his  efforts  to  check  the  movement  of  the  troops, 
in  the  hope  of  destroying  our  supply  train.  I  therefore  left  it  between  the  two 
streams,  with  instructions  to  push  on  as  far  as  Elyton,  where  it  would  receive 
further  orders.  By  great  energy  on  the  part  of  commanding  officers,  the  two 
branches  of  the  Warrior  were  crossed,  each  division  losing  a  few  horses,  but  no 
men.  At  Elyton,  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  I  directed  General  McCook  to 
detach  Croxtou's  brigade,  with  orders  to  move  on  Tuscaloosa  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, burn  the  public  stores,  military  school,  bridges,  foundries,  and  factories  at 
that  place,  and  return  towards  the  main  ctdumn,  by  the  way  of  Centreville  road, 
and  rejoin  it  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Selma.  Besides  covering  our  trains,  and  inflict- 
ing a  heavy  blow  upon  the  enemy,  I  hoped  by  this  detachment  to  develop  any 
movement  on  his  part  intended  to  intercept  my  main  column.  General  Upton's  di- 
vision encountered  a  few  rebel  cavalry  at  Elyton,  but  pushed  them  rapidly 
across  the  Cahawba  river  to  Montevallo.  The  rebels  having  felled  trees  into 
the  ford,  and  otherwise  obstructed  it,  the  railroad  bridge  near  Hillsboro*  was 
floored  over  by  General  Winslow.  General  Upton  crossed  his  division  and 
pushed  on  rapidly  to  Montevallo,  where  he  arrived  late  on  the  evening  of  the 
30th.  Long  and  McC(>ok  marched  by  the  same  route.  In  this  region  General 
Upton's  division  destroyed  the  Red  Moimtain,  Central,  Bibb,  and  Columbiana 
iron-works,  Cahawba  rolling-mills,  five  collieries,  and  much  valuable  property. 
All  of  these  establishments  were  of  great  extent  and  in  full  operation. 

I  anived  at  Montevallo  at  1  p.  m.,  March  31,  when  I  found  Upton's  division 
ready  to  resume  the  march.  Directly  after,  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  on 
the  Selma  road.  By  my  direction,  General  Upton  moved  his  division  out  at  once. 
General  Alexander's  brigade  in  advance.  After  a  sharp  fight  and  handsome 
charge.  General  Alexander  drove  the  rebel  cavalry,  a  part  of  Crossland's 
Kentucky  brigade,  and  Roddy's  division,  rapidly  and  in  great  confusion  towards 
Randolph  ;  the  enemy  endeavoring  to  make  a  stand  at  a  creek  four  or  five  miles 
south  of  Montevallo.  General  Upton  placed  in  position  and  opened  Rodney's 
battery  I,  fourth  United  States  artillery,  and  passing  Winslow's  brigade  to  the 
front,  they  again  made  a  hasty  retreat,  closely  pursued  and  repeatedly  charged 
by  Winslow's  advance.  About  fifty  prisoners  were  taken  with  their  arms  and 
accoutrements,  and  much  other  loose  materials  were  abandoned.  The  gallantry 
f»f  men  and  officers  had  been  most  conspicuous  throughout  the  day,  and  had 
resulted  already  in  the  establishment  of  a  moral  supremacy  for  the  corps. 
Upton's  division  bivouacked  fourteen  miles  south  of  Montevallo,  and  at  dawn  of 
tli<-  nixt  day,  April  1,  pushed  forward  to  Randolph.  At  this  point,  in  purs^uance 
of  the  order  of  march  for  the  day,  General  Upton  turned  to  the  east,  for  the 
purpo.^e  of  going  by  the  way  of  old  Maplesville,  and  thence  by  the  old  Selma 
road,  while  General  Long  was  instructed  to  push  forward  on  the  new  road. 
At  Uindolph,  General  Upton  captured  a  rebel  courier  just  from  Centreville,  and 
tVoin  his  person  took  two  despatches,  one  from  Brigadier  General  W.  II.  Jackson, 
Cf-mmanding  one  of  Forrest's  divisions,  and  the  other  from  3lnjor  Anderson, 
Forrc-ft's  chief  of  staff.     From  the  first  I  learned  that  Forrest,  with  a  part  of  l\^^ 
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command,  was  in  my  front;  this  bad  also  been  obtained  from  priaoners;  tliat 
Jackson,  witb  his  division  and  all  tbe  wagons  and  artillery  of  tbe  rebel  cavalry, 
was  marching  from  Tnscaloosa,  via  Trion,  towards  Centreville,  and  bad  encamptd 
the  night  before  at  HilFs  plantation,  three  miles  beyond  Scottsboro';  that  Croxtou, 
with  the  brigade  detached  at  Elyton,  had  struck  Jackson's  rear-guard  at  Triuu, 
and  interposed  himself  between  it  and  the  train;  that  Jackson  had  discovered 
this,  and  intended  to  attack  Croxton  at  daylight  April  1.  I  learned  from  the 
other  despatch  that  Chalmer's  had  also  arrived  at  Marion,  Alabama,  and  \iv\ 
been  ordered  to  cross  to  the  east  side  of  the  Cahawba,  near  that  place,  for  the 
purpose  of  joining  Forrest  in  my  front,  or  in  the  works  at  Selma.  I  also  learned 
that  a  force  of  dismounted  men  were  stationed  at  Centreville  with  orders  to  hold 
the  bridge  over  the  Cahawba  at  that  place  as  long  as  possible,  and  in  no  event 
to  let  it  fall  into  our  hands.  Shortly  after  the  interception  of  these,  I  received 
a  despatch  from  Croxton,  written  from  Trion  the  night  before,  inforniing  metluii 
he  had  struck  Jackson's  rear,  and  instead  of  pushing  on  towards  Tuscaloosa,  a."* 
he  was  ordered,  he  would  follow  up  and  endeavor  to  bring  him  to  an  engagement, 
hoping  thereby  to  prevent  his  junction  with  Forrest.  With  this  information  iu 
my  possession,  I  directed  McCook  to  strengthen  the  battalion  previously  ordered 
to  Centreville  by  a  regiment,  und  to  follow  at  once  with  LxGrange's  entire 
brigade,  leaving  all  pack-trains  and  wagons  with  the  main  column,  so  that  be 
could  march  with  the  utmost  possible  celerity,  and  after  seizing  the  Centreville 
bridge,  and  leaving  it  under  protection  of  a  suflScient  guard,  to  cross  the  Cahawba 
and  continue  his  march  by  the  Scottsboro*  roads  towards  Tiion.  His  orders 
were  to  attack  and  break  up  Jackson's  forces,  form  a  junction  with  Croxton,  if 
practicable,  and  rejoin  the  corps  with  his  entire  division  by  the  Centreville  road 
to  Selma.  Although  he  did  not  leave  Randolph  till  nearly  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  and 
the  distance  to  Scotts\ille  wa-s  nearly  forty  miles,  1  hoped  by  this  movement  u 
do  more  than  secure  the  Centreville  bridge,  and  prevent  Jackson  from  joining  tbe 
forces  in  front  of  the  main  column.  Having  then  taken  care  of  the  right  liank, 
and  anticipated  Forrest  in  his  intention  to  play  his  old  game  of  getting. upon  tbe 
rear  of  his  opponent,  I  gave  directions  to  Long  and  Upton  to  allow  him  no  re^t, 
but  push  him  towards  Sjelma  with  the  utmost  spirit  and  rapidity.  These  officin^, 
comprehending  the  situation,  pressed  forward  with  admirable  zeal  and  acliviry 
iipon  the  roads  which  have  been  previously  indicated.  The  advance  of  both 
divisions  encountered  small  parties  of  the  enemy,  but  drove  ihem  back  to  their 
main  force  at  Ebenezer  church,  six  miles  north  of  Plantersville.  Forrest  had 
chosen  a  position  on  the  north  bank  of  Bogler's  creek,  and  disposed  of  his  forcr 
for  battle,  his  right  resting  on  ^lulberry  creek,  and  his  left  on  a  high  wood«^l 
ridge,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  to  sweep  the  Randolph  road,  upon  which 
Long's  division  was  advancing,  and  two  on  the  Maplesville  road.  Huhad  under 
his  command,  in  line,  Armstrong's  brigade,  of  Chalmers's  division,  Roddy's  divi- 
sion, Crossland's  Kentucky  brigade,  and  a  battalion  of  three  hundred  infantry, 
just  arrived  from  Selma,  in  all  about  five  thousand  men.  Part  of  bis  front  was 
covered  by  a  slashing  of  pine  tree  and  rail  barricades.  As  soon  as  General  Long  dis- 
covered the  enemy  in  strength  close  upon  the  main  body,  he  re-enforced  his  ad- 
vance guard  (a  battalion  of  the  seventy-second  Indiana  mounted  infantry)  by  tin- 
balance  of  the  regiment,  dismounted,  and  formed  it  on  the  left  of  the  road. 
Pushing  it  forwaid,  the  enemy  was  broken  and  driven  back.  At  this  juncture 
he  ordered  forward  four  companies  of  the  seventeenth  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Frank  White  commanding.  With  drawn  sabres,  this  gallant  battalion  drove  tlio 
enemy  in  confusion  into  the  main  line,  dashed  against  that,  broke  through  i:, 
rode  over  the  rebel  guns,  crushing  the  wheels  of  one  piece,  and  finally  tununlio 
the  left  and  cut  its  way  out,  leaving  one  officer  and  sixteen  men  iu  the  enemy? 
hands,  either  killed  or  wounded.  In  this  charge  Captain  Taylor,  eeventee'tb 
ludi.uia,  lost  his  life,  after  having  led  his  men  into  the  very  midst  of  the  enemy. 
and  engaged  in  a  running  fight  of  two  hundred  yards  with  Forrest  in  pcrfuii. 
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General  Alexander's  brigade  had  the  advance  of  Up*on*3  division,  and  when 
within  three  miles  of  Ebenezer  church,  heard  the  firing  and  cheers  of  Long's  men 
on  the  right,  pushed  forward  at  the  .trot,  and  soon  came  upon  tiie  enemy. 
General  Alexander  hastily  deployed  his  brigade,  mostly  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
with  the  intention  of  connecting  with  Long's  left,  and  as  soon  as  everything  wns 
in  readiness,  pushed  forward  his  h'ne,  dismounted.  In  less  than  an  hour,  although 
the  resistance  was  determined,  the  position  was  carried  by  a  gallant  charge,  and 
the  rebels  completely  routed.  Alexander's  brigade  captured  two  guns  and  about 
two  hundred  prisoners,  while  one  gun  fell  int »  the  hands  of  General  Long's 
division.  Winslow's  brigade  immediately  passed  to  the  front  and  took  up  the 
pursuit,  but  could  not  again  bring  the  rebels  to  a  stand.  The  whole  corps 
bivouacked  at  sundown  about  Plantersville,  nineteen  miles  from  Selma,  with 
almost  constant  fighting.  The  enemy  had  been  driven  since  morning  twenty-four 
miles. 

At  daylight  of  the  2d,  Long's  division  took  the  advance,  closely  followed  by 
Upton.  Having  obtained  a  well  drawn  sketch  and  complete  description  of  the 
defences  of  Selma.  I  directed  General  Long,  marching  by  the  flanks  of  brigades, 
to  approach  the  city  and  cross  to  the  Summervillo  road,  without  exposing  hi-j 
men,  and  to  develop  his  line  as  soon  as  he  should  arrive  in  front  of  the  works. 
General  Upton  was  directed  to  move  on  the  Range  Line  road,  sending  a  squadron 
on  the  Burnsville  road.  Lieutenant  Ilundlebrook,  with  a  battalion  of  the  fourth 
United  States  cavalry,  was  instructed  to  move  down  the  railroad,  burning  stations, 
trestle,  and  bridges,  as  far  as  Burnsville.  By  rapid  marching,  without  opposition , 
the  troops  were  all  in  s'ghtof  the  town,  and  mostly  in  position  by  4  p  m.  As  I 
approached  the  city,  I  perceived  that  my  information  was  generally  coiTcct;  I 
therefore  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  works  from  left  to  right,  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  myself  entirely  as  to  the  true  point  of  attack  and  the  probable 
chance  of  success.  I  directed  General  Long  to  assault  the  enemy's  works  by 
moving  diagonally  across  the  road  upon  which  his  troops  were  posted,  whih* 
General  Upton,  at  his  own  request,  with  a  picket  force  of  three  hundred  men,  was 
directed  to  penetrate  the  swamp  upon  his  left,  break  through  the  line  covered  by  it, 
and  turn  the  enemy's  right ;  the  balance  of  his  division  to  conform  to  the  movement. 

The  signal  for  the  advance  was  to  bo  the  discharge  of  a  single  gun  from  Rod- 
ney's battery,  to  be  given  as  soon  a^ Upton's  turning  movement  had  devclope-l 
itself.  Before  this  plan  could  be  carried  into  execution,  and  while  waiting  for 
the  signal  to  advance.  General  Long  was  informed  that  a  strong  force  of  rebel 
cavalry  had  begun  skirmishing  with  his  rear,  and  threatened  a  general  attack  upon 
bis  pack-train  and  led  horses.  Ue  had  left  a  force  of  six  companies  well  posted 
at  the  creek,  in  anticipation  of  this  movement,  afterwards  ascertained  to  have 
been  macfe  by  Chalmers,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  Forrest.  This  force- 
was  at  Marion  the  day  before,  and  was  expected  on  the  road  from  that  ]>lacc. 
Fearing  that  this  affair  might  comj)romise  our  assault  upon  the  main  p^^sition. 
General  Long,  (having  already  strengthened  the  rear  by  another  regiment,)  with 
admirable  judgment,  determined  to  make  the  assault  at  once,  and  without  waiting 
for  the  signal  gave  the  order  to  advance.  The  troops  dismounted,  sprang  forwaril 
with  confident  alacrity,  and  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes,  without  even  stopping, 
wavering,  or  faltering,  had  swept  over  the  works  and  driven  the  rebels  in  con- 
fusion towards  the  city.  I  arrived  on  that  part  of  the  fiel-.l  just  after  the  works 
were  carried,  at  once  notified  General  Upton  of  the  success,  and  ordered  him 
to  push  in  as  rapidly  as  possible;  directed  Colonel  Minty  (now  in  command  of 
the  second  division)  to  gather  his  men  for  a  new  advance;  ordered  Colonel  Vail, 
commanding  the  seventeenth  Indiana,  to  place  his  own  regiment  and  the  fourth 
Ohio  in  line  inside  the  works;  hurried  up  the  fourth  United  States  cavalry,  Lieu- 
tenant O'Connell  commanding,  the  Board  of  Trade  batt(fry.  Captain  Robinson 
commanding,  and  renewed  the  attack.  The  rebels  had  occupied  a  new  \x^v- ^ 
but  partially  finished,  on  the  od^o  of  the  city.     A  most  gallant  charge  "N^"^  *^^ 
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fonrtli  United  States  cavalry  was  repulsed,  but  rapidly  re-formed  on  ibc  left  It 
was  now  quite  dark;  Uptou*s  division  advancing  at  the  same  time,  a  new  charge 
was  made  by  the  fourth  Ohio,  seventeenth  Indiana,  and  fourth  cavalry,  d'n- 
mounted.  The  troops,  inspired  by  the  wildest  enthusiasm,  swept  everythiiifr 
before  them,  and  penetrated  the  city  in  all  directions.  During  the  first  part  of 
the  action,  the  Chicago  Boaid  of  Trade  battery  had  occupied  a  commojidiug 
position,  and  steadily  replied  to  the  enemy's  guus.  I  regarded  the  capture  of 
Selma  the  most  remarkable  achievement  in  the  history  of  modem  cavalry,  aud 
one  admirably  illustrative  of  its  new  powers  and  tendencies.  That  it  may 
be  fully  understood,  particular  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  facts  :  Tbe 
fortifications  assaulted  and  carried  consisted  of  a  bastioned  line,  on  a  radius  of 
nearly  three  miles,  extending  from  the  Alabama  river,  below,  to  the  same  above 
the  city.  The  part  west  of  the  city  is  covered  by  a  miry,  deep,  and  almost 
impassable  creek ;  that  on  the  east  side  by  a  swamp,  extending  from  the  river 
almost  to  the  Summerfield  road,  and  entirely  impracticable  for  mounted  men  at  all 
times.  General  Upton  ascertained  by  a  personal  reconnoissance  that  dismounted 
men  might,  with  great  difficulty,  work  through  it  on  the  left  of  the  Range  Line 
road.  The  profile  of  that  part  of  the  line  assaulted  is  as  follows :  height  of 
parapet  six  to  eight  feet ;  thickness  eight  feet ;  depth  of  ditch  five  feet ;  width 
from  ten  to  fifteen  feet;  height  of  stockade  on  the  glacis  five  feet;  sunk  into  the 
earth  four  feet.  The  ground  over  which  the  troops  advanced  is  an  open  field, 
generally  level,  sloj)ing  slightly  towards  the  works>  but  intersected  by  one  raviue 
and  marshy  soil,  which  both  the  right  and  left  of  Long's  line  experienced  some 
difficulty  in  crossing.  The  distance  which  the  troops  charged,  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  was  six  hundred  yards.  Particular  atten- 
tion is  invited  U)  that  part  of  General  Long's  report  which  describes  the  as:tault. 
He  staters  that  the  number  actually  engaged  in  the  charge  was  one  thousand  live 
hundred  and  fifty  officers  and  men.  The  portion  of  the  line  assaulted  was 
manned  by  Armstrong's  brigade,  regarded  as  the  best  in  Forrest's  corps,  and 
reported  by  him  at  more  than  fifteen  hundred  men.  The  loss  from  I^ng':? 
division  was  forty  killed,  two  hundred  and  sixty  wounded,  and  seven  mif^.-ing. 
Genpral  Long  was  wounded  in  the  head.  Colonels  Miller  and  McCormick  in  the 
kg,  and  Colonel  Biggs  in  the  breast.  I  doubt  if  the  history  of  this  or  any  other 
war  will  show  another  instance  in  which  a  line  of  works  so  strongly  constructed. 
«ud  as  well  defended  as  this,  by  musketry  ?Lnd  artillery,  has  been  stormed  and 
carried  by  a  single  line  of  men  without  support.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be 
accorded  to  General  Long,  Colonels  Minty,  Miller,  and  Vail,  or  to  the  gallant 
officers  and  men  under  their  command.  I  submit,  herewith,  a  map  of  ^ehna 
«nd  its  defences,  surveyed  and  drawn  by  Captain  il.  E.  Noyes,  second  United 
States  cavalry,  and  aide-de  camp.  The  immediate  fruits  of  our  vidory  were 
thirty-one  field  guns  and  one  30-pounder  Parrott,  which  had  been  used  again-t  us; 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  prisoners,  including  one  hundred  and  fii'iy  officer?; 
a  number  of  colors,  and  immense  quantities  of  stores  of  every  kind.  Genei-al? 
Forrest,  Armstrong,  Roddy,  and  Adams  escaped  with  a  number  of  men,  under 
cover  of  darkness,  either  by  the  Burns ville  and  river  roads,  or  by  swimming  the 
Alabama  river.  A  portion  of  Upton's  division  pursued  on  the  BurnsvilK'  road 
until  long  after  midnight,  capturing  four  guns  and  many  prisonei-s.  I  ei>timated 
the  entire  garrison,  including  the  militia  of  the  city  and  surrounding  country,  at 
seven  thousand  men ;  the  entire  force  under  my  command,  engaged  atid  in  support- 
ing distance,  was  nine  thousand  men  and  eight  guns.  As  soon  as  the  troo|)s  c»)uld 
be  a.-scmbled  and  got  into  camp,  I  assigned  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Winsluw 
to  the  command  of  the  city,  with  orders  to  destroy  everything  that  could  pos- 
sibly benefit  the  rebel  cause;  directed  General  Upton  to  march  at  daylight  with 
his  division,  for  the  purpoi?e  of  drawing  Chalmers  to  the  west  side  of  the*  Cahawba. 
to  open  communication  with  ^IcCook,  expecti'd  from  CentrevilK*,  and  in  cou 
junction  with  the  latter,  to  bring  in  the  train.     The  capture  of  Selma  having  pu; 
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«8  in  possession  of  the  enemy's  general  depot  in  the  southwest,  was  a  vital  blow 
to  thoir  cause,  and  secured  to  us  the  certainty  of  going  in  whatever  direction 
might  be  found  most  advantageous.  I  gave  directions  to  Lieutenant  Haywood, 
fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  engineer  officer  on  my  staff,  to  employ  all  the  resources 
of  the  shops  in  the  city  in  construction  of  pontoons,  with  the  intention  of 
laying  a  bridge  and  crossing  to  the  south  side  of  the  Alabama  river,  as  soon  as  I 
could  satisfy  myself  in  regard  to  General  Canby's  success  in  the  operations 
against  Mobile. 

On  April  5th  Upton  and  McCook  arrived  with  the  train,  but  nothing  definite 
had  been  heard  of  Grozton.  McGook  had  been  entirely  successful  in  his  opera- 
tions against  Gentreville,  but  on  reaching  Scottsboro',  found  Jackson  well 
posted,  with  a  force  he  thought  too  strong  to  attack.  Af^cr  a  sharp  skirmish  he 
had  retired  to  Gentre\ille,  burned  the  Scottsboro'  cotton  factories  and  Gahawba 
bridge,  and  returned  towards  Selma,  satisfied  that  Groxton  had  taken  care  of 
himself  and  gone  in  a  new  direction. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  having  ordered  Major  Hubbard  to  lay  a  bridjre  over  the 
Alabama  with  the  utmost  despatch,  I  went  to  Gahawba  to  see  General  Forrest, 
who  had  agreed  to  meet  me  there  under  flag  of  truce,  for  the  purpose  of  arrang- 
ing an  exchange  of  prisoners.  I  was  not  long  in  discovering  that  I  need  not 
expect  liberality  in  this  matter,  aud  that  Forrest  hoped  to  recapture  the  men  of 
his  command  in  my  possession.  During  our  conversation  he  informed  me  that 
Groxton  had  had  an  engagement  with  Wirt  Adams,  near  Bridgeville,  forty  miles 
southwest  of  Tuscaloosa,  two  days  before.  Thus  assured  of  Croxton's  :«ucces8 
and  safety,  I  determined  to  lose  no  further  time  in  crossing  to  the  south  side  of 
the  Alabama.  I  had  also  satis^fied  myself  in  the  mean  time  that  Ganby  had  an 
ample  force  to  take  Mobile  and  march  to  central  Alabama.  I  therefore  returned 
to  Selma,  and  urged  every  one  to  the  utmost  exertions.  The  river  was  quite 
full  and  rising,  the  weather  unsettled  an  I  rainy,  but  by  the  greatest  exertions 
night  and  day  on  the  part  of  Major  Hubbard  and  his  battalion.  General 
"Upton,  General  Alexander,  and  my  own  staff,  the  bridge?,  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  feet  long,  was  constructed,  and  the  command  all  crossed  by  daylight  of 
the  lOih.  So  swift  and  deep  was  the  river  that  the  bridge  was  swept  away 
three  times ;  General  Alexander  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life ;  boats  were 
capsized,  and  men  precipitated  into  the  stream ;  but  the  operation  was  finally 
terminated  with  complete  success.  The  report  of  Major  Hubbard,  transmitted 
herewith,  will  give  additional  details  of  interest.  Before  leaving  the  city  General 
Winslow  destroyed  the  arsenals,  foundries,  arms,  stores,  and  military  munitions 
of  every  kind.  The  enemy  had  previously  burned  twenty-five  thousand  bales  of 
cotton.  Having  the  entire  corps,  except  Groxlon's  brigade,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  rebels  could  receive  no  advantage  by  attempt- 
ing to  again  occupy  Selma,  so  thoroughly  had  everything  in  it  been  destroyed, 
I  determined  to  move  by  the  way  of  Montgomery  into  Georgia,  and  after  breaking 
up  railroads  and  destroying  stores  and  army  supplies  in  that  State,  to  march 
thence  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  theatre  of  operations  in  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia.  Enough  horses  were  secured  at  Selma  and  on  the  march  to  that  place 
to  mount  all  of  our  dismounted  men.  In  order  to  disencumber  the  columti  of 
every  unnecssary  impediment,  I  ordered  the  surplus  wagons  to  be  destroy(»d, 
and  all  of  the  bridge  train  except  enough  for  twelve  days.  The  main  object  for 
which  the  latter  was  brought  had  been  secured  by  our  passage  of  the  Alabama. 
I  alt*o  directed  the  column  to  be  cleared  of  all  contraband  negroes,  and  such 
of  the  able-bodied  ones  as  were  able  to  enlist  to  be  organized  into  regiments, 
one  to  each  division.  Efficient  officers  were  assigned  to  these  commands  and  great 
pains  taken  to  prevent  th(;m  becoming  burdensome.  How  well  they  succeeded 
can  be  und«."r5?tood  from  the  fact  that,  in  addition  to  subsisting  themselves  upon 
the  country,  they  marched  upon  one  occasion  forty-five  miles,  and  frequeAx'CS:^ 
as  much  as  thirty-five,  in  one  day.     In  the  march  from  Selma,  La  Gra-^ck^^ 
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brigade  of  McCook's  division  was  given  the  advance.  The  recent  rains  had 
rendered  the  roads  quite  muddy,  and  a  small  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  in  falling 
back  before  La  Grange,  destroyed  several  bridges,  so  that  our  progress  waa 
necessarily  slow. 

At  7  a.  m.,  April  12,  the  advanced  guard  reached  Montgomery  and  received 
the  surrender  of  the  city  from  the  mayor  and  council.  General  Adamji,  wiih  a 
small  force,  after  falling  back  before  us  to  the  city,  burned  ninety  thousand  balea 
of  cotton  stored  there,  and  continued  his  retreat  to  Mount  Meigs,  on  the  Colnmbas 
road  Five  guns  and  large  quantities  of  small-arms,  stores,  &c  ,  were  left  in 
our  hands  and  destroyed.  General  McCook  assigned  Colonel  Cooper,  fourth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  to  the  command  of  the  city,  and  immediately  began  the  de- 
struction of  the  public  stores.  Major  Weston,  of  the  fourth  Kentucky,  with  a 
small  detachment  of  his  regiment,  made  a  rapid  march  towards  Wetumpka, 
swam  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  rivers,  captured  five  steamboats  and  their  car- 
goes, which  were  taken  to  Montgomery  and  destroyed. 

Early  on  the  14lh  the  march  was  resumed.  I  instru-:ted  Brevet  Major  Gen- 
eral Upton  to  move  with  his  own  division  directly  upon  Columbus,  and  to  order 
La  Grange,  with  his  brigade,  to  make  a  rapid  movement  on  West  Point,  de- 
stroying the  railroad  bridges  along  the  line  of  hia  march.  I  hoped  to  secure  a 
crossing  of  the  Chattahoochie  at  one  or  the  other  of  the  places.  Minty  fol- 
lowed Upton  by  the  way  of  Tuskegee;  McCook,  with  a  part  of  his  divi.^ion, 
remained  a  few  hours  at  Montgomery  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  public 
stores.  Shortly  after  leaving  his  camp  near  Montgomery,  La  Grange  struck  a 
force  of  rebels  under  Beaufort  andClanton,  but  drove  them  in  confusion,  captur- 
ing about  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners. 

About  2  p.  m.  of  the  16th,  General  Upton's  advance,  a  part  of  Alexander's 
brigade,  struck  the  enemy's  pickets  on  the  road,  and  drove  them  rapidly  through 
Girard  to  the  lower  bridge  over  the  Chattahoochie,  at  Columbus.  The  rebels 
hastily  set  fire  to  it.  and  thereby  prevented  its  capture.  After  securing  a  posi- 
tion on  the  lower  Montgomery  road,  General  Upton  detached  a  force  to  push 
around  to  the  bridge  at  the  factory,  three  miles  above  the  city.  lie  then  miidc 
a  recunnoissance  in  person,  and  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  in  a  line  of 
works  covering  all  the  bridges,  with  a  large  number  of  guns  in  position,  on  both 
sides  of  the  river.  He  had  already  determined  to  move  Winslow's  bri;;:ade  Ijj 
the  Opelika  or  Summerville  road,  and  assault  the  works  on  that  side  without 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  second  division.  I  reached  the  head  of  Win:fk)vr's 
brigade,  of  the  fourth  division,  at  4  o'clock,  and  found  the  troops  marching  to 
the  positions  assigned  them  by  General  Upton.  Through  an  accident,  Wiiislow 
did  not  arrive  at  his  position  until  after  dark ;  but  General  Upton  propo.^e«l  to 
m.ike  the  assault  in  the  night,  and  coinciding  with  his  judgment,  I  ordered  the 
attack.  Three  hundred  men  of  the  third  Iowa  cavalry.  Colonel  Noble  com- 
manding, were  dismounted,  and  after  a  slight  skirmish  moved  forwaixl  and 
formed  across  the  road  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery.  The  fourth  lowa  and 
tenth  Missouri  were  held  in  readiness  to  support  the  assaulting  party.  At  S  p. 
m.,  just  as  the  troops  were  ready,  the  enemy  at  a  short  distance  opened  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry,  and  with  a  four-gun  battery  began  throwing  grape  and  c^anis- 
ter.  Generals  Upton  and  Whislow,  in  person,  directed  the  movement;  the 
troops  dashed  forward,  opened  a  withering;*  fire  from  their  Spencers,  pushtrd 
through  a  slashing  and  abatis,  and  pressed  the  rebel  line  back  to  their  iiit works, 
supposed  at  first  to  be  the  main  line.  During  all  this  time  the  rebel  guns  threw 
out  a  perfect  storm  of  canister  and  grape,  but  without  avail.  General  Upton 
sent  two  companies  of  the  tenth  Missouri,  Captain  Glassen  commanding,  to  fol- 
low up  the  success  of  the  dismoimted  men  and  get  possession  of  the  bridj^o. 
They  pas.^ed  through  the  inner  line  of  works,  and,  under  cover  of  darkne:?;!, 
before  the  rebels  knew  it,  had  reached  the  bridge  leading  into  Columbus.  As 
.floon  as  everything  could  be  got  up  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  dismounted 
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mcQ,  General  Upton  pressed  forward  again,  swept  away  all  opposition,  took 
possession  of  the  foot  and  railroad  bridges,  and  stationed  guards  throughout  the 
city.  Twelve  hundred  prisoners,  fifty-two  field-guns  in  position  for  use  against  us, 
and  large  quantities  of  arms  and  stores  fell  into  our  hands.  Our  loss  w.vs  only 
twenty-four  killed  and  wounded.  Colonel  C.  A.  L.  Lamar,  of  General  Cobb's 
stiff,  formerly  owner  of  the  Wanderer,  slave-trader,  was  killed.  The  splendid 
gallantry  and  steadiness  of  General  Upton,  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Wiuslow, 
and  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  this  night  attack,  is  worthy  of  the  high- 
est commendation.  The  rebel  force  was  over  three  thousand  men.  They  could 
not  believe  they  had  been  dislodged  from  their  strong  fortifications  by  an  attack 
of  three  hundred  men.  When  it  is  remembered  that  this  operation  gave  to  us 
the  city  of  Columbus,  the  key  to  Georgia — 400  miles  from  our  starting-point — 
and  that  it  was  conducted  by  cavalry,  without  any  inspiration  from  the  great 
events  which  had  transpired  in  Virginia,  it  will  not  be  considered  insignificant, 
although  shorn  of  its  importance.  General  Winslow  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  city.  His  report  will  give  interesting  details  in  regard  to  the 
stores,  railroad  transportation,  gunboats,  armories,  arsenals,  and  workshops  de- 
stroyed. After  much  sharp  skirmishing  and  hard  marching,  which  resulted  in 
tlie  capture  of  fourteen  wagons  and  a  number  of  prisoners,  La  Grange's  advance 
reached  the  vicinity  of  West  Point  at  10  a.  m.,  April  16.  With  Beck's 
eighteenth  Indiana  battery,  and  the  second  and  fourth  Indiana  cavalry,  the  ene- 
my were  kept  occupied  until  the  amval  of  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  Having 
tliroughly  reconnoitred  the  ground,  ^t*tachments  of  the  first  Wisconsin,  second 
Indiana,  and  seventh  Kentucky  cavalry,  dismounted,  and  prepared  to  assault 
Fort  Tyler,  covering  the  bridge.  Colonel  La  Grange  describes  it  as  a  remarka- 
bly strong  bastioned  earthwork,  thirty-five  yards  square,  surrounded  by  a  ditch 
twelve  feet  wide  and  ten  feet  deep,  situated  on  a  commanding  eminence,  pro- 
tected by  an  imperfect  abatis,  and  mounting  two.  32-poundero  and  two  field 
guns.  At  1  p.  m.  the  charge  was  sounded,  and  the  brave  detachment  on  the  three 
sides  of  the  work  rushed  forward  to  the  assault,  drove  the  rebel  skirmishers  into 
the  fort,  and  followed,  under  a  withering  fire  of  musketry  and  grape,  to  the  edge 
of  the  ditch.  This  was  found  impassable,  but,  without  falling  back,  Colonel  La 
Grange  posted  sharpshooters  to  keep  down  the  enemy,  and  organized  parties  to 
gather  materials  for  bridges.  As  soon  as  this  had  been  done  he  sounded  the 
charge  again.  The  detachments  sprang  forward  again,  laid  the  bridges,  and 
rushed  forward  over  the  parapets  into  the  work,  capturing  the  entire  garrison- 
in  all  265  men.  General  Tyler,  commanding  officer,  with  18  men  and  officers, 
killed,  and  28  severely  wounded.  Three  guns  and  500  stand  of  small-arms 
f(ill  into  our  hands.  Our  loss  was  7  killed  and  29  wounded.  Simultaneously 
with  the  advance  upon  the  fort,  the  fourth  Indiana  dashed  through  the  town, 
secured  both  bridges  over  the  Chattahoochee,  scattered  a  superior  force  of  cavalry, 
which  had  just  arrived,  and  burned  five  engines  and  trains.  Colonel  La  Grange 
highly  commends  the  accuracy  and  steadiness  of  Captain  Beck  in  the  use  of  his 
artillery.  I  cannot  speak  too  warmly  of  the  intrepidity,  good  management,  and 
s/^>klierly  ability  displayed  by  Colonel  La  Grange  in  this  affair,  nor  too  strongly 
recommend  the  steadiness,  dash,  and  courage  of  his  officers  and  men.  Captain 
Ross  S.  Hill,  cotnmandiug  the  second  Indiana,  dangerously  wounded  in  the  as- 
sault, and  previously  wounded  at  Scottsboro',  and  Lieutedant  Colonel  Haraden, 
commanding  the  first  Wisconsin,  slightly  Wounded,  were  noticeably  conspicuous, 
and  I  trust  will  receive  the  promotion  for  which  they  have  been  recpmmended. 
Colonel  La  Grange  destroyed  at  this  place  twQ  bridges,  nineteen  locomotives,  and 
two  hundred  and  forty-five  cars,  loaded  with  Quartermaster,  commissary,  and 
rini nance  stores.  Before  leaving  he  established  a  hospital  for  the  wounded  of 
both  .^ide.s,  and  left  with  the  mayor  an  ample  supply  of  stores  to  provide  for  all 
tlw-ir  wants. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  he  resumed  his  march  towarcVe*  ^^^^^^> 
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passing  through  La  Grange.  Griffen,  and  Forsyth,  and  breaking  tlie  railroads  at 
these  places.  He  would  have  reached  his  destination  by.  noon  of  the  20th  bat 
for  delay  caused  by  an  order  to  wait  for  the  fourth  Kentucky  cavalry,  which 
had  gone  through  Columbus 

The  afternoon  of  the  17th  I  directed  Colonel  Minty  to  resume  the  march  with 
his  division  on  the  Thomastou  road,  towards  Macon,  and  to  send  a  detachment 
forward  that  night  to  seize  the  double  bridges  over  Flint  river.  Captaiu  Van 
Antwerp,  of  my  staff,  accompanied  this  party.  He  speaks  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  dash  with  which  Captain  Hudson,  fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  discharged 
the  duties  assigned  him.  By  7  a.  m.  the  next  day  he  had  reached  the  bridges, 
fifty-five  miles  from  Columbus,  scattered  the  party  defending  them,  and  tx>ok 
forty  prisoners.  Before  leaving  Columbus,  General  Winslow  destroyed  the 
rebel  ram  Jackson,  nearly  ready  for  sea,  mounting  six  7-inch  guns,  burned  fif- 
teen locomotives,  two  hundred  and  fifty  cars,  the  railroad  bridge  and  foot- 
bridges, one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  four  cotton  factoriea, 
the  navy  yard,  foundry,  armoiy,  sword  and  pistol  factory,  accoutrement  shops, 
three  paper  mills,  over  a  hundred  thousand  rounds  of  artillery  ammunition,  besides 
immense  stores  of  which  no  account  could  be  taken.  The  rebels  abandoned  and 
burned  the  gunboat  Chattahoochee,  twelve  miles  below  Columbus. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  whole  command  resumed  the  march  on  the 
route  pursued  by  the  second  division. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  when  within  twenty  miles  of  Macon,  the  advance 
guard,  composed  of  the  seventeenth  Indiana  mounted  infantry.  Colonel  White 
commanding,  encountered  about  two  hundred  rebel  cavalry  on  the  road,  but 
drove  them  rapidly  back  towards  the  city,  and  saved  the  Echconnee  and  Tobe- 
safke  bridges.  Colonel  White  deserves  great  credit  for  the  boldneas  and  skill 
with  which  he  conducted  his  command.  When  within  thirteen  miles  of  Macou 
he  met  a  flag  of  truce  in  charge  of  Brigadier  General  Robertson,  of  the  i  ebel 
army,  bearing  a  written  communication  addressed  to  the  commanding  officers. 
United  States  forces.  Colonel  White  halted  the  flag  and  his  advance,  and  s.  nt 
the  communication  to  Colonel  Minty,  commanding  the  division.  After  reading 
it  Colonel  Minty  forwarded  it  to  me,  gave  instructions  to  Colonel  W'hite  to 
renew  his  advance,  after  waiting  five  minutes  for  the  flag  of  truce  to  get  out  of 
the  way,  and  sent  a  note  to  General  Robertson  infonning  him  of  his  aclion.  I 
received  the  communication  at  6  p.  m ,  nineteen  miles  from  Macon,  and,  upon 
examination,  found  that  it  was  a  letter  from  General  Bowell  Cobb,  commanding 
the  rebel  forces  at  Macon.     The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original : 

*'  Headuuarters  Department  Tennessee  and  Georgia, 

** Macon,  April  20.  1^G,5. 
"General  :  I  have  just  received  from  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  my  imme- 
diate commander,  a  telegraphic  despatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"'Greensboro',  April  19,  1865, 

**  *  via  Columbia  19,  via  Avgusfa  20. 
"'Major  General  11.  Cobb: 

"  *  Inform  general  commanding  enemy's  forces  in  your  front  that  a  truce  for  the 
purpose  of  a  final  settlement  was  greed  upon  yesterday,  between  Generals 
Johnston  and  Sherman,  applicable  to  all  forces  under  their  command.  A  ni^.*- 
sage  to  that  eflect  from  General  Sherman  will  be  sent  him  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Tlie  contending  forces  are  to  occupy  their  present  position,  forty-eight  hours' 
notice  being  given  on  the  event  of  the  resumption  of  hostilities. 

"•G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

"  *  General t  Second  in  Command. 
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"  My  force  being  a  portion  of  General  Johnston's  command,  I  proceed  at  once 
to  execute  tlie  terms  of  the  amiistice,  and  have  accordingly  issued  orders  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  same.  I  will  meet  you  at  any  intermediate  point,  between 
our  respective  lines,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  a 
more  perfect  enforcement  of  the  armistice.  This  communication  will  be  handed 
to  you  by  Brigadier  General  F.  H.  Robinson. 
**  I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

"HOWELL  COBB, 
**  Major  General  ComTfutnding,  Sfc. 
"The  Commanding  General 

*'ofthe  United  States  Forces:* 

Without  giving  entire  credence  to  the  communication,  I  rode  rapidly  to  the 
front,  accompanied  by  several  officers  of  my  staff,  determined  to  halt  the  advance 
at  the  defences  of  the  city  and  see  General  Cobb,  so  as  to  satisfy  myself  entirely 
in  regard  to  every  point  before  consenting  to  acknowledge  the  armistice.  But 
before  I  could  overtake  the  advance,  or  arrest  it  through  an  order  carried  by  a 
staff  officer,  Colonel  White  had  dashed  into  the  city  and  received  its  surrender. 
The  garrison  made  a  slight  show  of  resistance,  but  laid  down  their  arms 
promptly  at  the  summons  of  Colonel  White.  General  Cobb  protested  at  what 
he  professed  to 'regard  a  violation  of  the  alleged  armistice,  forgetting  that  my 
subordinates  could  neither  acknowledge  him  as  a  channel  of  communication  nor 
assume  the  responsibility  of  suspending  their  operations.  I  arrived  at  Macon 
at  8  p.  m.,  and  had  an  interview  with  General  Cobb,  during  which  he  renewed  his 
protest,  insisting  that  I  should  acknowledge  the  existence  of  the  armistice  and 
withdraw  my  troops  to  the  point  at  which  they  were  met  by  the  flag  of  truce. 
While  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  an  arrangement  had  been  entered  into  by  Gen- 
eral Johnston  and  Major  General  Sherman  in  the  terms  asserted,  I  could  not  ac- 
knowledge its  application  to  my  command,  or  its  obligation  upon  me,  until  noti- 
fied to  that  effect  by  specific  instructioDS  from  proper  authority  authentically 
transmitted.  My  force,  although  known  as  the  cavalry  corps  of  the  military 
division  of  the  Mississippi,  organized  under  General  Sherman's  orders,  had  not 
served  under  his  direct  command  since  I  separated  from  him  at  Gaylesville, 
Alabama,  in  October,  1864.  He  at  that  time  directed  me  to  report  to  Major 
(iencral  Thomas,  with  my  troops,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  reorganiza- 
tion and  assisting  in  the  operations  against  Hood  and  Forrest.  From  that  time 
until  n)y  ariival  at  this  place  all  of  my  operations  were  conducted  under  instruc- 
tions either  directly  from  General  Thomas,  or  transmitted  through  him  from 
Lieutenant  General  Grant.  But  I  fully  expected  to  join  the  armies  operating 
in  the  Carolinas  and  Virginia,  and  therefore  to  be  under  and  receive  my  instruc- 
tions from  General  Sherman,  whenever  I  should  establish  communications  with 
him.  1  therefore  felt  it  my  duty  to  obey  whatever  instructions  General  Sher- 
man might  send  me,  unless  they  would  clearly  injure  the  cause  of  arms.  No 
orders  having  yet  been  received  by  me,  I  accordingly  informed  General  Cobb, 
without  questioning  the  existence  of  an  armistice,  or  that  it  might  be  applicable 
to  my  forces,  that  1  could  not  acknowledge  the  justice  of  his  protest,  but  must 
regrird  all  the  acts  of  my  command  which  had  transpired  that  evening,  or 
which  might  transpire  before  the  official  propagation  of  the  armistice,  legitimate 
acts  of  warfare.  1  further  informed  him,  without  any  regard  to  the  principle 
ju:?t  at*>:t'rted,  that  I  had  used  all  diligence  in  endeavoring  to  halt  the  advance  of 
my  troops  until  I  could  obtain  satisfactory  information,  and  should  therefore 
not  withdraw  from  the  city,  but  continue  to  hold  it,  and  consider  the  garrison, 
including  the  generals,  prisoners  of  war  until  my  conduct  was  disapproved  by 
competent  authority  after  full  investigation  of  the  case.  1  was  permitted  to  send 
to  General  Sherman  by  telegraph  a  despatch  in  the  following  terms  : 
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"Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps  Military  Division  Mississippi, 

"  Macon,  Qeorgia,  April  20,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 
"Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

"  through  Headquarters  General  Beauregard,  (xreensboro,  N.  C7.  .• 
"My  advance  received  the  surrender  of  this  city  this  evening.  General  Cobb 
had  previously  sent  me,  under  flag  of  truce,  a  copy  of  a  telegram  from  General 
Beauregard  declaring  the  existence  of  an  armistice  between  all  the  troops  und<T 
your  command  and  those  under  Johnston.  Without  questioning  the  authenticity 
of  this  desi)atch,  or  its  application  to  my  command,  I  could  not  communicate 
orders  to  my  advance  in  time  to  prevent  the  capture  of  the  place.  I  shal',  there- 
fore, hold  its  garrison,  including  Major  Generals  G.  W.  Smith  and  Cobb,  and 
Brigadier  General  Mackall,  prisoners  of  war.  Please  send  me  orders.  I  shall 
remain  here  a  reasonable  length  of  time  to  hear  from  you." 

Fearing  that  it  might  be  tampered  with  by  the  rebel  telegraph  operators,  I 
had  it  put  in  cipher,  in  which  shape,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  it  reached  its 
destination.  The  original  was  materially  changed.  I  have  seen  iu  the  news- 
papers what  purported  to  be  the  reply  of  General  Sherman,  directing  me  to 
withdraw  from  the  city  and  release  my  prisoners.  No  such  despatch  ever  reached 
me,  and  had  it  done  so  in  the  most  unquestionable  form,  I  should  have  obeyed 
it  with  great  reluctance,  and  not  until  1  had  received  every  possible  assurance 
that  the  case  had  been  fully  understood. 

At  6  p.  m.  on  the  21st  I  received  the  following  message  from  General  Sherman, 
and  though  not  in  reply  to  mine,  I  regarded  it  as  convincing  proof  that  an  armis- 
tice had  actually  been  agreed  upon : 

«*Hbadciuarters,  Greensboro',  North  Carolina, 

"  April  21,  1865—2  p.  m. 

"  Major  General  Wilson,  Commanding  Cavalry  Army  U.  S., 

"  through  Major  General  H.  Cohh : 

"The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  communication  just  received,  which  will  be  sent 
you  to-day  by  an  officer: 

** 'Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

'*  Raleigh.  April  20,  1865. 
" 'Major  General  Wilson, 

"  *  Commanding  Cavalry  United  States  Army,  in  Georgia : 
**  'General  Joseph  E.Johnston  has  agreed  with  me  for  a  universal  suspension 
of  hostilities,  looking  to  a  peace  over  the  whole  surface  of  our  country.  I  ftel 
a^i?ured  that  it  will  be  made  perfect  in  a  few  days.  You  will  therefore  delist 
from  further  acts  of  war  and  devastation  until  you  hear  that  hostilities  are  resumed. 
For  the  convenience  of  supplying  your  command,  you  may  either  contract  for 
8U])plies  down  about  Fort  Valley  or  the  old  Chattahoochee  arsenal,  or,  if  you 
are  south  of  West  Point,  Georgia,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Rome  or  Kingston, 
opening  up  communication  and  a  route  of  supplies  with  Chattanooga  and  Clev*;- 
laud.  Report  to  me  your  position  through  General  Johnston,  as  algo  round  by 
sea.  You  may  also  advise  General  Canby  of  your  position,  and  the  substiiuce 
of  thifi,  which  I  have  also  sent  round  by  sea. 

*"W.  T.  SHERMAN. 
"  *  Major  General  Commanding.' 

**  Please  communicate  above  to  the  federal  commander. 

"J.  E.  JOHNSTON  " 

I  therefore  issued  the  necessary  orders  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  dctermin<Ml 
to  sugpend  operations  until  I  received  orders  to  renew  them,  or  until  circum- 
fitaiioce,  apparent  to  me,  should  seem  to  justify  independent  action.     General 
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Cobb  gave  me  every  assistance  in  bis  power  in  tbe  collection  of  supplies  for  my 
command.  lie  directed  his  quartermasters  and  commissaries  throughout  the 
State,  particularly  in  soutliwestern  Georgia,  to  ship  their  grain  and  provisions  to 
me,  and  this  before  any  terms  of  capitulation  had  been  made  known  to  him  or 
myself.  I  had  about  seventeen  thousand  men,  besides  prisoners,  and  twenty- 
two  thousand  animals  to  feed,  and  to  have  been  compelled  to  forage  for  them 
would  have  resulted  in  the  devastation  of  the  entire  country  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  city. 

On  the  30th  of  April  General  Croxton,  with  his  brigade,  last  heard  of  through 
General  Forrest,  arrived  at  Forsyth,  and  the  next  day  marched  to  this  place. 
After  having  skirmished  with  Jackson's  force,  estimated  correctly  at  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  men,  near  Trion,  on  the  morning  of  April  2,  he  determined 
to  effect  by  strategy  what  he  could  not  expect  to  do  by  fighting,  having  with 
him  only  eleven  hundred  men.  He  therefore  marched  rapidly  tow.ards  Johnson's 
ferry,  on  the  Black  Warrior  river,  forty  miles  above  Tuscaloosa,  threw  Jackson 
completely  off  his  guard  by  a  simulated  flight,  crossed  his  brigade  to  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  and  turned  towards  Northport,  where  he  arrived  at  9  p.  m  ,  April 
4.  About  midnight,  fearing  that  his  presence  must  become  known,  he  surprised 
the  force  stationed  on  the  bridge  and  crossed  into  Tuscaloosa.  He  captured 
three  guns,  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  and  after  daylight  scattered  the 
militia  and  State  cadets,  destroyed  the  military  school,  and  the  stores  and  public 
works.  He  remained  at  that  place  until  the  5th  trying  to  communicate  with 
General  McCook,  or  to  hear  from  me,  but  without  success.  Knowing  that 
Jackson  and  Chalmers  were  both  on  the  west  side  of  the  Cahawba,  he  thought 
it  too  hazardous  to  attempt  a  march  by  the  way  of  Centreville,  and  therctore 
decided  to  move  towards  Eutaw,  in  the  hope  of  crossing  the  Warrior  lower  down 
and  breaking  the  railroad  between  Selma  and  Demopolis.  Accordingly  he 
abandoned  Tuscaloosa,  burned  the  bridge  over  the  Black  Warrior,  and  struck 
off  to  the  southeast.  When  within  seven  miles  of  Eutaw  he  heard  of  the  arrival 
at  that  place  of  Wirt  Adams's  division  of  cavalry,  numbering  two  thousand  six 
hundred  men.  Fearing  to  risk  an  engagement  with  a  superior  force,  backed  by 
the  militia,  he  countermarched  and  moved  again  in  the  direction  of  Tuscaloosa, 
Iraving  it  to  the  right,  passed  on  through  Jasper,  recrossed  the  west  fork  of  the 
Warrior  river  at  Hailby'smill,  marched  nearly  due  east  by  the  way  of  Mount  Pen- 
son  and  Trussville,  crossed  the  Coosa  at  Truss  and  Collins's  ferries,  and  marched 
to  Talladega.  Near  this  place  he  met  and  scattered  a  force  of  rebels  under 
General  Hill,  captured  one  hundred  and  fihy  prisoners  and  one  gun,  and  moved 
on  towards  Blue  mountain,  the  terminus  of  the  Alabama  and  Tennessee  railroad. 
After  destroying  all  the  iron-works  and  factories  left  by  us  in  northern  Alabama 
and  Georgia,  he  continued  his  march  by  Carrolton,  Newman,  and  Forsyth  to 
this  place.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  my  movements  except  what  he  got  from 
rumor,  but  fully  expected  to  form  a  junction  with  me  at  this  place  or  at  Augusta. 
The  admirable  judgment  and  sagacity  displayed  by  General  Croxton  through- 
out his  march  of  over  six  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  thirty  days,  as  well  as  the 
good  conduct  and  endurance  of  his  command,  are  worthy  of  the  highest  com- 
mendation. For  the  details  of  his  operations  I  respectfully  refer  to  his  report, 
herewith. 

On  the  30th  of  April  I  received  notice  of  the  final  capitulation  of  the  rebel 
forces  eaet  of  the  Chattahoochee,  and  the  next  day,  by  the  hands  of  Colonel 
Woodall,  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  annulling  the  first  armistice,  direct- 
ing the  resumption  of  hostilities,  and  the  capture  of  the  rebel  chiefs.  I  had  been 
previously  advised  of  Davis's  movements,  and  had  given  the  necessary  instruc-  • 
tious  to  secure  a  clue  to  the  route  he  intended  following,  with  the  hope  of  finally 
effecting  his  capture.  I  directed  General  Upton  to  proceed  in  person  to  Augusta, 
and  ordered  General  Winslow,  with  the  fourth  division,  to  march  to  Atlanta  for 
the  purpose  oT  carrying  the  terms  of  the  convention,  as  well  as  to  ma^s-*Jii '^^^^^ '^^ 
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disposition  of  bis  forces  covering  the  country  northward  from  Forsyth  to  Mari- 
etta, so  as  to  secure  the  arrest  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  party.  I  directed  General 
Croxton^  commanding  the  first  division,  to  distribute  it  along  the  line  of  the 
Ocmulgee,  connecting  with  the  fourth  division,  and  extending  southward  to  this 
place.  Colonel  Minty,  commanding  the  second  division,  was  directed  to  extend 
his  troops  along  the  line  of  the  Ocmulgee  and  Altamaha  rivers  as  far  as  Jack- 
sonville. General  McCook,  with  about  five  hundred  men  of  his  division,  was 
sent  to  Tallahassee,  Florida,  with  orders  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  rebels 
in  that  State,  and  to  watch  the  country  to  the  north  and  eastward.  In  addition 
to  this,  troops  from  the  first  and  second  divisions  were  directed  to  watch  the 
Flint  river  crossings,  and  small  parties  were  stationed  at  the  principal  railroad 
8tat*onfl  from  Atlanta  to  Eufaula,  as  well  as  Columbus,  West  Point,  and  Talladega. 
By  these  means  I  confidently  expected  to  arrest  all  large  parties  of  fugitives  and 
soldiers,  and  by  a  thorough  system  of  scouts  hoped  to  obtain  timely  information 
of  the  movmcnts  of  important  personages. 

The  pursuit  and  capture  of  Jefferson  Davis  has  already  been  reported.  A. 
H.  Stephens,  vice-president,  Mr.  Mallory,  secretary  of  the  navy  to  the  rebel 
government,  and  B.  H.  Hill,  senator  from  Georgia,  were  arrested  by  General 
Upton's  command  and  sent  forward  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

By  reference  to  the  reports  herewith,  it  will  be  seen  that  since  leaving  the 
Tennessee  river  the  troops  under  my  command  have  marched  an  average  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  in  twenty-eight  days,  captured  five  fortified  cities, 
twenty-three  stand  of  colors,  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pieces  of  artilh^ry, 
and  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  prisoners,  including  five  generals ; 
have  captured  and  destroyed  two  gunboats,  ninety-nine  thousand  stand  of  small - 
arms,  seven  iron- works,  seven  foundries,  seven  machine  shops,  two  rolling  mills, 
^VG  collieries,  thirteen  factories,  four  nitre  works,  one  military  university,  three 
Confederate  States  arsenals  and  contents,  navy  yard  and  contents,  one  powder 
magazine  and  contents,  one  naval  armory  and  contents,  five  steamboats,  thirty- 
five  locomotives,  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  cars,  three  railroad  bridges,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  and  immense  quantities  of  quar- 
termasters', commissary,  and  ordnance  stores,  of  which  no  account  could  be  taken, 
and  have  paroled  fifty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight  prisoners, 
iududing  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty  four  commissioned  ofiicers.  Our 
total  loss  was  thirteen  ofliccrs  and  eighty-six  men  killed ;  thirty-nine  ofiiccrs 
and  five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  men  wounded,  and  seven  officers  and  twenty  one 
men  missing. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  attention  to  the  remarkable  discipline, 
endurance,  and  enthusiasm  displayed  throughout  the  campaign.  Men,  officers, 
regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  the  prompt- 
itude and  cheerfulness  with  which  they  obeyed  every  order.  The  march  from 
Montgomery  to  this  place,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  miles,  was 
made  between  the  14th  and  20th  of  April,  and  involving  the  passage  of  the 
Chattahoochee  river  at  two  important  points,  both  strongly  fortified  and  well 
defended,  is  especially  worthy  of  notice.  The  destruction  of  iron  works,  found- 
ries, arsenals,  supplies,  ammunition,  and  provisions  in  Alabama  and  G-orgia,  as 
well  as  the  means  of  transporting  the  same  to  both  the  armies  under  Taylor  and 
Johnston,  was  an  irreparable  blow  to  the  rebel  cause.  The  railways  converging 
at  Atlanta,  and  particularly  those  by  which  the  immense  supplies  of  gram  and 
meat  were  drawn  from  southwestern  Georgia  and  central  Alabama,  were  firmly 
under  our  control.  The  final  collapse  of  the  entire  southern  confederacy  east 
of  the  Miss  ssippi  became  simply  a  question  of  time.  Fully  appreciating  the 
damage  already  done,  I  had  delcrmineii  to  make  a  thorough  destruction  not  only 
of  them,  but  of  everything  else  beneficial  to  the  rebels  which  might  be  enc<iun- 
tered  on  the  march  to  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.     It  will  be  reuXembered  that 
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my  corps  began  the  march  from  the  Tennessee  river  with  somothing  more  than 
twelve  thousand  mounted  men  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  dismounted. 
When  it  arrived  here  every  man  was  well  mounted,  and  the  command  supplied 
with  all  the  surplus  animals  that  could  be  desired.  I  have  already  called  atten- 
tion, in  a  previous  communication,  to  the  great  merit  of  Brevet  Major  General 
Upton  and  Brigadier  General  Long,  commanding  divisions,  and  Brigadier  General 
Croxton,  Brevet  Brigadier  Generals  Wiuslow  and  Alexander,  and  Colonels 
Minty,  Miller,  and  La  Grange,  commanding  brigades.  I  have  seen  these  offi- 
cers tested  in  every  conceivable  way,  and  regard  them  worthy  of  the  highest 
honor  their  country  can  bestow. 

For  many  interesting  details  and  special  mention  of  subordinate  oflScers  I  re- 
spectfully refer  to  the  reports  herewith  submitted.  The  accompanying  maps 
and  plans  were  prepared  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Haywood,  of  my 
staff,  and  will  materially  assist  in  understanding  the  foregoing  narrative  of  the 
campaign. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brevet  Major  General, 
Brigadier  General  Wm.  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff"  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 


PALMER'S  PURSUIT  OF  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  District  of  East  Tbnnessrr, 

Athens,  Ga.,  May  6,  18ti5. 
Major  :  I  had  reached  the  vicinity  of  Cowpens  battle-field.  South  Carolina, 
on  April  29,  when  I  received  the  order  to  endeavor  to  intercept  JeflPersou 
Davis,  his  cabinet,  and  the  confederate  specie.  I  had  already  ascertained  that 
Davis,  and  the  money,  with  an  escort  of  four  brigades  of  cavalry,  under  Duke, 
Ferguson,  and  Dibbrill,  with  scattered  detachments  of  Vaughn's,  Hanie's  and 
Butler's  commands,  all  of  which  had  evaded  the  terms  of  surrender  of  John- 
ston to  Sherman,  were  moving  from  Yorkville,  South  Cawlina,  and  had  crossed 
Smith's  ford  of  Broad  river,  towards  Unionville  and  Abbeville,  South  Carolina, 
v/ith  the  intention  of  going  through  to  the  trans-Mississippi  department  Sec- 
retaries Breckinridge,  Benjamin,  and  most  of  the  cabinet,  with  a  large  number 
of  generals,  also  Govenior  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  accompanied  Davis.  Vice- 
Pre!?ident  Stephens  was  not  along,  and  he  is  believed  to  be  now  at  Crawfords- 
ville,  Georgia,  where  he  resides,  and  where  he  declares  his  intention  of  remain- 
ing, no  matter  what  may  be  his  fate.  Jefferson  Davis  and  his  escort  had  re- 
mained at  Charlotte  during  the  armistice,  but  left  there  immediately  on  its  ter- 
mination, and  passed  through  Yorkville  on  the  morning  of  the  28th.  Daris 
himself,  with  a  small  party,  crossed  Broad  river  at  Pinckney  ville  ferry,  but  the 
cavalry  went  around  by  Smith's  ford.  One  of  my  regiments,  the  twelfth  Ohio, 
run  into  the  rear-guard  of  his  escort  at  that  ford  and  captured  ten  prisoners,  from 
whom  definite  information  was  obtained.  The  specie  was  in  wagons,  and  was 
contained  in  about  one  hundred  boxes  of  gold  and  sixty  kegs  of  silver.  Pris- 
oners thought  there  was  about  ten  millions  of  specie  in  all.  The  cavalry  escort, 
numbering  in  all  at  that  time  from  three  to  four  thousand  men,  had  been  prom- 
ised their  back  pay  in  specie  on  ai-riving  at  the  Mississippi  river,  as  an  induce- 
ment for  them  to  remain  true  to  their  chief,  but  in  spite  of  this  bribe,  as  soon  as 
they  found  we  were  on  their  track  their  men  dropped  out  raj)idly.  Finding  that 
the  advance  of  Davis's  escort  had  two  days  the  start  of  us,  and  wex^^vS^. 
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inouiiti'.cl,  and  having  but  one  brigade  with  me,  and  there  being  several  consid- 
erable rivers  to  cross  on  the  way  to  Georgia,  at  which  small  parties  could  snc- 
ccsiifully  hold  the  fords  and  ferries,  and  destroy  bridges,  while  the  miin  body 
of  the  enemy  was  pushing  on  westward,  I  determined  not  to  pursue  on  the  di- 
rect line,  but  to  strike  by  way  of  Spartansburg  and  Golden  Grove  for  the  head 
of  the  Savannah  river,  near  Anderson,  which  would  enable  me  to  effect  a  junc- 
tion with  the  other  two  brigades  of  the  division,  which  had  marched  from  Aah- 
ville.  North  Carolina,  towards  Anderson,  and  also  to  cross  the  head-waters  of 
the  Savannah  river  at  Hatten's  ford.  Below  this  point  there  was  no  crossing 
of  the  Savannah,  except  by  ferries  and  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Petersburg,  at 
mouth  of  Broad  river,  in  Georgia.  I  felt  satisfied  that  Davis  and  his  party 
would  cross  at  this  pontoon,  and  I  hoped  to  intercept  them  at  Athens,  Georgia. 
The  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  which  I  had  pushed  towards  Abbeville 
from  Spartansburg,  on  May  1,  to  reconnoitre  and  ascertain  whether  the  enemy 
was  aiming  for  Augusta  or  not,  captured  some  of  Davis's  escort  near  the  Saluda 
river,  and  ascertained  from  them  and  citizens  that  the  enemy  was  concentrating 
at  Abbeville;  that  Davis  was  with  thrm,  and  that  all  would  probably  march  ria 
tlie  pontoon  bridge  for  Athens,  Georgia.  1  reached  Athens,  Georgia,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  4th,  with  my  entire  division,  and  found  that  I  had  succeeded 
in  throwing  the  command  entirely  in  front  of  the  enemy,  all  of  whom  were  be- 
tween Athens  and  the  Savannah  river.  I  immediately  pushed  out  a  force  to 
guard  the  foids  and  ferries  of  Broad  river,  and  sent  the  thirteenth  Tennessee 
cavalry  to  Lexington,  with  directions  to  send  a  detachment  to  Elberton,  and 
another  to  Washington,  Georgia,  to  guard  the  roads  leading  north,  west,  and 
Houtli,  and  from  the  pontoon  bridge  of  Broad  river.  Fearing  that  Davis  would 
ahandon  his  escort  and  endeavor  to  make  time  hy  taking  the  railroad  train  at 
AVashington  for  Atlanta  or  West  Point,  I  sent  a  party  to  cut  the  railroad  be- 
tween Atlanta  and  Augusta,  at  Madison,  and  also  to  communicate  with  General 
Wilson,  commanding  the  cavalry  corps  at  Macon,  Georgia.  This  party  carried 
General  Thomas's  cipher  despatches  to  General  Wilson.  I  also  sent  a  pmaU 
party  by  railroad  to  Augusta,  to  communicate  with  General  Dpton,  of  Wilson's 
cavalry,  who  had  just  reached  that  point  with  his  staff,  but  without  troop?. 
Yesterday  aftemobn  I  got  reliable  information  of  deserters  from  Davis's  escort 
just  freni  AVasliington,  confirmed  by  despatches  from  Colonel  Stacy,  of  the  thu 
teenth  Tennessee  cavalry,  and  also  from  the  party  sent  to  Augusta,  that  Jeffer- 
son Davis  had  given  over  at  Abbeville,  South  Carolina,  on  ascertaining  that  oar 
forces  were  moving  to  intercept  him,  the  idea  of  cutting  his  way  through  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  that  he  had  abandoned  his  large  cavalry  escort  near  the  Saian- 
nah  river,  and  had  ])uslied  rapidly  on  with  General  Duke,  and  about  thirty-fi>'e 
men,  to  Washington,  which  he  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  intend- 
ing thence  to  travel  incognito ;  also  that  some  time  during  the  3d,  or  early  the 
next  morning,  Davis  had  left  Washington  with  a  small  party,  by  railroad,  for 
Atlanta,  but  had  abandoned  the  railroad  at  Union  Point,  and  gone  pouthwert- 
ward  on  hors(!back.  The  specie  had  not  yet  reached  Washington,  as  far  as  I 
can  learn,  when  Davis  left  that  place.  A  detachment  of  my  troops  entered 
Washington  yesterday  morning,  and  ascertained  that  a  large  portion  of  the  cav- 
alry escort,  under  Dibbrill,  was  still  back  towards  the  Savannah  river,  where  it 
was  waiting  to  surrender  on  demand.  Colonel  Breckindridgc,  with  about  five 
hundred  men,  had  just  left  Washhigton,  taking  the  road  to  Macon,  where  he  said 
he  was  going  to  surrender.  1'ho  remainder  of  the  four  brigades  had  been  dis- 
banded (hither  at  Abbeville,  South  Carolina,  at  the  Savannah  river,  or  at  Wash- 
ingtcn,  Georgia.  Before  leaving  Washington  they  distributed  specie  among  tlie 
men  at  the  rate  of  $35  to  each  private  soldier,  and  I  presume  more  to  the  oflicen. 
I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  what  has  become  of  the  balance  of  the  specie, 
but  presume  it  has  either  been  concealed  or  shipped  by  railroad  westward,  in 
which   latter  event  it  will  be  stopped  either  by  my  party  on  the  railroad,  At 
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]M;nlison,  or  by  Colonel  Egjjleston,  of  Wilson';*  cavalry,  wlio  rcacliod  xVtlanta 
on  the  morning  of  the  4tli.  1  have  ordered  Ccdonel  Stacy  to  pur.'»ue  Cnlonel 
B.eckinridge*8  party,  (as  it  la  evident  they  only  wisli  to  gt*t  off  with  their 
epr.cie  pay,)  alj^o  to  find  out,  if  poeeible,  what  has  become  of  the  balance  of  the 
nK)n<*y.  1  have  alsio  sent  Colonel  Trowbridge,  with  the  tenth  Michigan  cav- 
alry, to  Madison  and  Eatontou,  with  directions  to  guard  the  ferries  and  bridges 
of  the  Oconee  river  south,  to  Milledgoville,  and  to  intercept  or  pursue  Davis  or 
the  party  of  Brt'ckindridge,  if  he  can  gain  the  e^lighte^t  clue.  I  have  als^o  ^?ent 
the  twelfth  Ohio  cavalry,  Colonel  Bently,  to  Monroe,  Covington,  and  Lawrence- 
villf,  to  prevent  anythiug  elipping  through  in  that  direction,  in  case  it  should 
gt*t  between  Athens  and  Colonel  Trowbridge.  The  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  I 
liold  here  to  move  in  any  direction  that  the  information  received  from  the  differ- 
ent ijuarterri  may  warrant.  I  have  also  communicated  the  latest  information  to 
(Jineral  WiUon,  at  Macon,  and  have  suggested  that  small  parties  from  his  com- 
mand should  guard  the  fords,  ferries,  and  bridges  on  the  Ockmulgee  south  to 
J.iek.sonville,  and  on  Flint  river  from  Jonesboro*  to  Albany,  and  txho,  if  prac- 
ticable, on  the  Chattahoochee  and  elsewhere  in  Alabama.  I  think  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  Jeff.  Davis  to  get  around  to  the  southward  of  Macon.  I  have  sent 
General  Brown's  brigade  to  the  cross-roads,  fords,  &c.,  from  Athens  northward 
to  the  head  of  the  Savannah  river,  and  Colonel  Miller  is  doing  the  same  from 
Lexington  to  Danielsville.  This  is  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  disbanded 
oHicers  and  soldiers  of  Davis's  escort,  depriving  them  of  their  arms  and  horses, 
and  making  prisoners  of  the  officers.  The  privates  are  .«o  numerous,  we  are 
obliged  to  informally  parol  them.  I  shall  send  Colonel  Brown's  and  Colonel 
Miller's  brigades,  after  this  duty  is  over,  to  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  from 
which  place  I  recommend  that  they  be  recalled  to  Kuoxville.  Forage  being 
scarce  here,  and  General  Wilson  having  a  large  cavalry  force  througliout  this 
Stat*',  I  would  i-equest  authority,  after  the  pui^suit  of  Davis  is  over,  to  move 
with  my  own  brigade  to  some  point  or  points  in  South  Carolina  where  forage 
can  be  obtained.  I  believe  there  is  no  United  States  cavalry  in  that  State.  I 
would  us?  one  regiment  to  guard  the  fords  and  ferries  of  the  Savannah  river 
from  Raban  gap  to  Petersburg  pontoon  bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting 
ptrjiggliug  parties  of  disbanded  officers  and  soldiers  w^ho  are  going  home  or  to 
the  trans-Mississippi  department,  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  without  paroles. 
If  any  of  our  troops  be  at  Augusta,  they  could  do  the  same  thing  from  Peters- 
burg southward.  1  would  recommend  that  Colonel  Kirk  be  directed  to  block- 
ade effectually  all  the  gaps  in  the  Blue  llidgc*,  from  Raban  •  g}ip  eastward  to 
iSwanuanoa  gap,  and  that  ho  be  recalled  to  East  Tenne.^see  to  pravent  his  men 
from  pillaging  and  committing  excesses  now  that  hostilities  have  ceased.  There 
is  evid<Mitly  no  further  necessity  of  General  Tillson's  infantry  remaining  in  the 
mountains.  Hi?  requested  me  to  send  word  whether  there  was  or  no.  1  have 
connnnnicated  directly  with  him,  but  sent  this  by  way  of  Dalton,  which  is  the 
niMrest  railroad  point.  The  reason  I  recommend  that  Brown's  and  Miller's 
bri^rades  be  immediately  recalled  to  Etist  Tennessee,  is  because  their  officers, 
for  I  he  most  part,  have  lost  all  control  over  then*  men.  A  large  number  of  the 
men  and  some  of  the  officers  devote  themselves  exclusively  to  pillaging  and  de- 
stroying property.  General  Brown  appears  to  have  given  them  carte  hlanrJte  in 
.South  Carolina,  and  they  are  now  so  entirely  destitute  of  discipline  that  it  can- 
not be  restored  in  the  field,  and  while  the  command  is  living  on  the  country. 

I  am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

W^[.  J.  PALMER, 
Colonel,  and  Bi-t.  Bng,  General  Cum'dg  Division. 
Miji)r  Bascom, 

Anst,  Adjf.  Generah  HeadqMarUrs  of  General  Sfoneman. 

T  30 
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Headquarters  Cav.  Div.,  Dist.  East  Tennessee, 
HowelVs  Ford,  near  Warsaw,  on  the  Chattalwochee,  May  12 —  5  p.  m. 

Major  :  After  my  last  dcBpatch  to  you  from  Athens  ma  Ashville,  I  got  re- 
liable information  from  a  scout,  disguised  as  a  confederate  soldier,  who  stated, 
positively,  that  he  had  travelled  with  him  for  a  day ;  that  Davis  was  one  and 
a  half  mile  from  Willis's  ferry,  on  the  Oconee  river,  a  short  distance  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Apalachee,  moving  westward.  This  was  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  7th  instant.  The  scout  left  him  at  that  point  to  report  to  me  at 
Athens,  and  on  the  way,  eight  miles  northwest  of  where  he  had  left  Davis'd 
party  near  Salem,  he  states  that  he  met  General  Bragg,  with  about  a  hundred 
men,  most  of  whom  were  without  arms,  and  five  wagons.  He  travelled  with 
Bragg  some  distance  towards  Farlow's  bridge,  over  the. Apalachee,  and  then  to 
Athens.  A  detachment  of  the  1 5th  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  sent  in  pursuit,  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  General  Bragg  below  Concord,  west  of  Monticello,  on  the  night 
of  the  9th  instant,  with  his  wife,  three  staff  officers,  one  ambulance,  and  three  wagom. 
There  was  no  specie  in  the  wagons,  but  an  assortment  of  provissions,  horse 
equipments,  papers,  wines,  &c.  The  lieutenant,  in  violation  of  orders,  paroled 
Bragg,  to  report  to  General  Wilson,  at  Macon ;  he  stating  that  he  was  not 
trying  to  escape,  but  was  simply  going  to  his  home  in  Alabama*  He  had,  how- 
ever, passed  around  a  detachment  of  my  command  at  Madison,  and  had  evaded 
another  detachment  at  Covington,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  whatever,  but  that  he 
was  a  candidate  for  the  trans-Mississippi  department,  and  that  he  had  been  with 
Daviff  a  very  short  time  before.  A  detachment  of  the  twelfth  Ohio  cavalry, 
which  I  had  stationed  at  Monroe,  while  pursuing  a  party  which  they  took  to  be 
Davis,  also  captured,  at  Conger's  station,  west  of  the  Yellow  river,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th  instant.  Major  General  Wheeler,  three  of  his  staflT,  and  eleven 
privates.  Wheeler  had  a  forged  parole  on  his  person,  and  tried  to  pass  himself 
off  as  Lieutenant  Sharp,  stating  that  he  had  been  paroled ;  when  sent  to  me  he 
made  a  very  poor  story,  stating  that  he  wanted  to  be  paroled,  and  go  to  his  home 
in  Augusta.  As  I  had  no  doubt,  whatever,  but  that  he  was  a  trans-Mississippi 
man,  and  had  been  recently  with  Davis,  I  stripped  him  and  his  staff  of  their 
horses  and  side-arms,  and  sent  them  to  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
forces  at  Augusta,  with  a  statement  of  the  facts. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant,  while  searching  for  Davis  near  the  fork 
of  the  Apalachee  and  Oconee  rivers,  Colonel  Betts,  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cav- 
alry, captured  seven  wagons,  hid  in  the  woods,  which  contained  $188,000  in 
coin,  $1,588,000  in  bank  notes,  bonds,  &c.,  of  various  southern  States,  and 
about  $4,000,000  of  confederate  money,  besides  considerable  specie,  plate,  and 
otlicr  valuables  belonging  to  private  citizens  of  Macon.  The  main  portion  of 
the  above  property  comprised  the  assets  of  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company,  which  had  been  moved  out  of  Macon  at  the  approach  of 
General  Wilson.  The  wagons  also  contained  the  private  baggage,  maps,  and 
official  papers  of  General  Beauregard,  and  the  same  of  General  Pillow.  Nothing 
was  disturbed,  and  I  sent  the  whole  in  by  railroad  to  Augusta,  in  charge  of 
Captain  Patterson,  assistant  adjutant  general,  to  be  delivered  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  United  States  forces  to  await  the  action  of  the  government.  Col- 
onel Miller,  whom  I  had  sent  to  Greensboro',  reports  that  Davis  bad  passed 
through  there,  but  it  is  possible  that  he  may  not  have  crossed  the  Oconee  river, 
but  deflected  south  to  cross  it  below  Milled geville.  Colonel  Stacy,  however, 
who  was  sent  in  pursuit  from  Washington,  and  who  marched  by  way  of  Cniw- 
fordville  and  Sparta  to  a  point  opposite  Milledgeville,  reports  that  be  could  find 
no  trace  of  him  in  that  direction.  I  have  had  the  whole  country  thoroughly 
searched  from  Washington  west  to  the  Chattahoochee  river,  and  from  Athens  and 
Lawroncville  south  to  Milledgeville,  Monticlelo,  and  McDonough.  My  belief  is 
that  Davis  has  not  yet  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  river,  but  that  he  is  lying  by  until 
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search  shall  have  ceased.  This  belt,  however,  is  so  thoroughly  exhausted  of  corn 
that  I  have  determined  to  send  Brown's  and  Miller's  brigades,  under  General  Brown, 
to  the  line  of  the  Savannah  river  from  Dooley's  ferry,  near  Lincolntown,  north- 
ward to  Knox's  bridge,  on  the  Tugalo,  to  feed  there  as  long  as  practicable  with- 
out starving  the  people,  and  to  arrest  stray  parties  of  armed  confederates  going 
westward.  These  orders  were  sent  to  General  Brown  yesterday,  with  instruc- 
tions as  soon  as  forage  becomes  scarce  to  move  to  Greenville,  South  Carolina, 
and  vicinity,  to  await  orders  from  you.  With  the  first  brigade,  which  is  as 
much  as  I  can  feed  on  this  route,  I  have  determined  to  march  rapidly  across  the 
belt  exhausted  by  the  campaign  against  Atlanta,  and  place  it  west  of  the  Coosa 
river  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  that  line  from  Will's  valley  south  to  Wilsonville,  on 
the  Talladega  and  Salem  railroad.  The  tenth  Michigan,  now  at  McDonough, 
has  been  directed  to  cross  the  Chattahoochee  at  Franklin,  thence  to  march  aiv  Tal- 
ladega, to  cross  the  Coosa  at  Clanche's  ferry.  The  fifteenth  Pennsylvania 
cavalry,  now  near  Decatur,  has  been  directed  to  march  via  Atlanta  and  Camp- 
bellton  to  Jacksonville,  and  from  there  to  Ashville  west  of  the  Coosa.  With 
the  twelfth  Ohio  I  shall  start  from  here  to-morrow  morning,  and  march  by  Van 
Wert  and  Cedartown  to  Bennettsville  on  Will's  creek.  Each  of  the  three 
columns  will  carry  along  euough  forage  and  rations  from  the  Chattahoochee 
(the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  from  Atlanta)  to  take  it  across  the  exhausted  belt, 
excepting  the  tenth  Michigan,  which  will  scarcely  find  it  necessary  to  do  so. 
On  arriving  west  of  the  Coosa  all  intersecting  and  cross-roads  will  be  guarded 
from  Croxville  and  Will's  valley  south  to  Wilsonville,  on  the  Talladega  railroad. 
The  tenth  Michigan  will  communicate  with  United  States  forces  at  Montgomery, 
and  I  request  that  the  line  from  Wilsonville  to  Montgomery  be  guarded  by  them. 
I  have  received  no  orders  from  you  since  the  one  to  follow  Davis  until  I  believed 
further  search  useless,  and  I  am  acting  upon  that.  The  shortest  way  to  com- 
municate with  me  at  Bennettsville  will  be  probably  by  telegraph  to  Huntsville, 
thence  by  courier,  or  if  the  gunboats  are  running  on  the  Tennessee  river,  the 
shortest  way  will  be  by  courier  from  Guntersville  to  Bennettsville.  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  communicate  by  that  route  when  I  get  west  of  the  Coosa.  In  regard 
to  the  confederate  specie  I  am  satisfied  that  Davis  has  not  any  considerable 
amount  with  him.  Major  Millsap,  of  Major  General  Loring's  staff,  states  that 
in  the  council  of  war  held  in  General  Johnston's  army,  General  Johnston  called 
on  Secretary  Breckinridge  for  specie  to  pay  his  army,  they  not  having  been 
paid  for  more  than  a  year.  In  presence  of  the  entire  council  Breckinridge  re- 
plied that  the  government  had  not  more  than  sixty  thousand  dollars  actually 
belonging  to  it;  that  forty  thousand  dollars  was  on  hand;  that  twenty  thousand 
dollars  was  or  would  be  transferred  to  the  commissary  department  for  the  pur- 
chase of  provisions.  It  is  estimated  that  the  confederate  government  may  have 
had  in  its  possession  some  32,000,000  dollars  the  property  of  different  southern 
banks,  including  those  of  New  Orleans,  removed  from  various  points  to  avoid 
capture ;  it  having  been  the  original  intention  to  return  these  funds  when  the  danger 
of  its  falling  into  our  hands  should  have  passed  away.  As  Davis  passed  through 
North  Carolina  the  funds  belonging  to  the  banks  of  that  State  were,  it  is  said,  left 
at  Charlotte,  at  the  instance  of  Governor  Vance.  That  belonging  to  South  Carolina 
banks  was  no  doubt  left  at  or  near  Abbevillf,  and  that  belonging  to  Georgia  and 
New  Orleans  was  either  left  and  concealed  at  Washington,  or  shipped  by  railroad 
from  that  point.  The  soldiers  and  people  were  impressed  with  the  idea  that  Mr. 
Davis  had  a  very  large  amount  of  government  specie  with  him,  and  they  were  be- 
coming exasperated  that  it  was  not  distributed  in  payment  of  the  troops.  It 
was  probably  as  much  to  appease  this  feeling  as  anything  else  that  prompted 
the  payment  of  specie  to  Dibbrell's  cavalry,  and  at  the  time  these  were  the  only- 
troops  not  formally  surrendered  or  disbanded.  This  payment  probably  took 
most  of  the  public  funds.  Its  seems  probable  that  little  specie  crossed  the 
Savannah  river,  for  if  Davis  felt  it  necessary  to  have  a  division  of  cavaX't"^  \si 
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guard  his  train,  be  would  not  be  apt  to  move  that  train  without  guard,  when  be 
found  it  impracticable  to  take  bis  cavalry  escort  across  the  Savannah  river.  Gen- 
eral Bragg  states  that  no  specie  came  this  side  of  Washington,  Georgia.  I  also 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Iverson  was  captured  by  a  detachment 
of  the  twelfth  Ohio  near  his  home  at  Lawrenceville.  As  I  had  good  reasons  to 
believe  that  he  was  not  a  trans-Mississippi  man,  and  it  being  difficult  to  take  him 
with  us,  I  paroled  him.  A  detachment  of  my  command  which  passed  through 
Crawfordsville  a  few  days  ago  found  Mr.  Alexander  H.  Stephens  at  bis 
home.  Howell  Cobb  is  at  his  home  in  Athens.  The  people  all  want  peace 
and  provisions,  and  appear  strongly  opposed  to  the  trans- Mississippi  scheme  of 
Davis.  There  is  a  disposition  everywhere  on  the  part  of  the  poor  people  and 
the  poorer  class  of  returned  soldiers  towards  agrarian  riots.  I  have  a  telegram 
of  the  7th  from  Major  General  Wilson  at  Macon,  stating  that  it  is  quite  certain 
that  Dick  Taylor  has  capitulated.  1  had  determined  to  parole  Dibbrell's 
division,  taking  from  them  their  horses  and  arms,  but  found  that  General  Wilson 
had  already  sent  a  paroling  officer  from  Augusta  to  attend  to  their  case. 
I  am,  major,  yours  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  J.  PALMER, 
Colondt  and  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Commanding, 
Major  Bascom,  Assistant  Adjutant  Oenerdl, 

P.  S. — After  waiting  long  enough  along  the  Coosa  to  catch  Davis  or  become 
convinced  that  further  search  is  useless  by  my  command,  I  would  propose 
to  go  to  Uuntsville,  Alabama,  (if  not  required  further  in  the  cotton  States,)  as  be- 
ing the  nearest  railroad  point  that  I  could  march  to  and  obtain  forage  en  route. 

WILLIAM  J.  PALMER. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division  of  Eaj^t  Tewesskk, 

Near  Coxville,  WiWs  Valley,  Mar/  17,  1865. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  I  have  the  first  brigade  placed 
along  the  line  of  Will's  valley  and  the  Coosa  river,  from  Van  Buren,  in  Will's 
valley,  to  Willsonville,  near  the  crossing  of  the  Coosa  by  the  Talladega  (or 
Montevallo)  railroad.  I  shall  move  in  the  morning  to  Sumpterville,  on 
the  Tennessee  river,  with  one  company  of  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry, 
and  establish  my  headquarters  there  until  I  hear  from  you,  which  I  hope 
to  do  by  the  gunboats  on  arriving  at  that  point.  I  find  forage  much  less 
abundant  along  this  line,  particularly  from  Ashville  to  Van  Buren,  than  I 
expected,  and  I  think  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  brigade  to  remain  many  days 
in  its  present  position  without  exhausting  the  country,  whose  inhabitants  will 
already  find  great  difficulty  in  getting  food  enough  to  last  them  until  the  next 
crop  is  gathered.  I  have  communicated  with  you  from  Athens  vi^  Daltoo, 
from  Athens  via  Ashville,  from  the  Chattahoochee  vin  Dalton,  and  from  Enbar- 
ley  via  Resaca,  since  I  received  any  despatch  from  your  head  (quarters.  la 
moving  through  the  country  I  have  found  it  advisable  to  parole  some  five  thoa- 
sand  rebel  soldiers  who  are  in  the  vicinity  of  their  homes,  many  of  them  unable 
to  report  at  the  paroling  stations  regularly  provided,  or  ignorant  of  wbere  they 
should  report.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  necessary  an  order  be  issued 
under  the  proper  date  authorizing  me  to  give  these  paroles,  so  that"  there  may 
be  no  doubt  coiK^erning  their  legitimacy.  Until  1  reached  the  vicinity  of 
Jacksonville  and  Groshen,  Alabama,  I  met  nowhere  in  the  south  any  disposi- 
.tion  towards  guerilla  warfare.  Most  of  the  soldiers  had  returned  peaceably  to 
their   ploughs ;    at  Jacksonville,  however,  ten  of  Wheeler's  cavalry  captured 
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two  of  my  men  and  stripped  them  of  their  horses  and  arms,  and  subse- 
quently captured  Major  Garner,  of  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  who  had 
remained  behind  for  a  short  time  with  four  men  at  Jacksonville,  to  finish 
patroling  some  soldiers.  They  threatened  to  kill  the  major,  but  were 
prevented  by  the  citizens  until  the  four  men  came  up,  when  the  rebels  were 
driven  off  with  a  loss  of  several  horses  and  one  man  wounded.  In  the  dis- 
trict I  have  traversed  since  leaving  Athens,  Georgia,  the  poorer  classes  will 
be  apt  to  suffer  for  provisions  until  the  wheat  crop  is  gathered,  unless  the  rich 
divide  with  them,  which  they  show  but  little  inclination  to  do  anywhere  in  the 
south.  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  that  any  authority  should  be  granted  by 
military  commanders  for  the  formation  of  armed  police  bodies  for  local  protection 
in  the  south,  as  such  authority  will  in  most  cases,  I  think,  militate  against  the 
poor  whites  and  negroes,  who  are  and  always  have  been  our  friends,  in  favor  of 
the  wealthy,  who  have  always  been  and  still  are  our  enemies.  No  protection 
should  be  afforded  that  cannot  be  given  by  garrisons  of  our  troops.  There  is  an 
abundance  of  com  in  southwestern  Georgia  and  southern  Alabama  to  feed 
these  poor  people  if  the  railroads  were  repaired.  The  new  com  crop  is  so  promis- 
ing everywhere  that  I  think  there  will  be  a  large  surplus  the  coming  year.  All  * 
the  suffering  for  food  that  will  occur  in  the  south  will  occur  within  the  next  three 
or  four  months.  I  find  on  further  inquiry  that  General  Bragg  and  staff  were  not 
released,  but  sent  under  an  escort  of  a  sergeant  and  ten  men  of  the  fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  cavalry  to  report  to  General  Wilson.  You  have  no  doubt  before 
this  received  information  of  the  capture  of  Jeff.  Davis,  of  which  I  was  apprised 
day  before  yesterday  by  the  enclosed  despatch  from  Colonel  Trowbridge,  of  the 
tenth  Michigan.  There  was  still  some  doubt  of  the  matter,  but  I  seized  the 
information  as  entirely  reliable,  as  I  have  had  it  confirmed  from  various  sources. 
Davis  appears  to  have  been  captured  at  Ironton,  south  of  Milledgeville,  on  the 
11th  instant,  by  Colonel  Pritchard,  of  the  fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  and  to  have 
passed  through  Atlanta  for  Augusta  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant.  I 
enclose  a  letter  from  General  Wilson,  dated  at  Macon,  on  the  9th,  showing  the 
dispositions  he  had  made  to  arrest  Davis.  The  proclamation  he  refers  to  I  had 
printed  in  Athens,  and  have  posted  it  in  handbills  everywhere  from  the  Oconee 
to  the  Coosa,  and  from  Altoona  south  to  Talladega.  If  Davis  is  captured,  the 
-  only  object  in  the  first  brigade  remaining  along  its  present  line  would  be  to  arrest 
other  fugitive  parties.  I  sent  a  company  of  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cjiyalry 
yesterday  morning  from  Jacksonville  to  Montgomery,  Alabama,  to  communicate 
with  the  commanding  oflicer  of  the  forces  at  that  point.  I  have  managed  to  keep 
tolerably  mount^»d  thus  far,  but  unless  my  animals  are  rested  soon,  I  fi^ar  the 
first  brigade  will  become  rapidly  dismounted.  I  would  therefore  recommend  that 
as  soon  as  it  is  thought  the  brigade  is  no  longer  needed  along  this  line,  it  be 
ordered  to  Huntsville,  Alabama,  to  recruit.  It  would  probably  be  difficult  to 
march  to  Chattanooga  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  forage  on  the  road  leading 
thereto.  General  Brown  with  his  own  and  Miller's  brigade  is  now  posted  along 
the  line  of  the  Savannah  river,  but  was  ordered  to  move  to  Greenville,  South 
Carolina,  and  vicinity,  (under  General  Stoneman's  previous  instractions,)  as  soon 
as  forage  should  become  scarce  along  the  Savannah.  General  Brown  remained 
near  Washington,  Georgia,  with  one  brigade  until  the  paroling  of  DibbrelPs  com- 
mand, (Davis's  escort,}  some  3,000  in  number,  was  completed  by  an  officer  sent 
from  General  Wilson  for  that  purpose.  One  brigade  of  Grierson's  cavalry  is  at 
Talladega.     ^ 

I  am,  major,  yours  respectfully, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 
Colonel  and  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Major  Bascom, 

Asst,  Adj.  General,  Headquarters  DisH  of  East  Tennessee, 
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HEADaUARTERS  CaVALRY  DIVISION,  DiST.  OF  EaST  TENNESSEE, 

HunUvUle,  Ala,,  May  24,  1865. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  append  to  the  reports  I  have  hitherto  fur- 
nished of  the  operations  of  this  cavalry  division,  since  I  assumed  command,  the 
following : 

Ist.  The  rebel  cavalry  force  which  started  with  Jefferson  Davis  from  Char- 
lotte, North  Carolina,  to  escort  him  to  the  trans-Mississippi  department,  and 
which  was  intercepted  by  us  on  the  line  of  the  Savannah  river,  consisted  of 
Dibbrell's  division  and  Ferguson's  brigade  of  Wheeler's  corps,  Duke's  brigade, 
and  all  of  Vaughn's  command  that  had  not  previously  deserted,  and  Butler's 
division  of  Hampton's  corps.  The  last  did  not  attempt  to  cross  the  Savannah 
river,  but  disbanded  in  South  Carolina  near  the  river.  Ferguson's  brigade, 
consisting  chiefly  of  Georgians,  and  numbering  about  one  thousand,  after  Crossing 
the  Savannah  was  allowed  to  mai-ch  to  Macon,  where  it  surrendered  to  General 
Wilson.  The  remaining  four  brigades,  commanded  by  Dibbrell,  and  numbering 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  surrendered  at  the  Petersburg  pontooa 
bridge,  on  the  Savannah  river,  on  finding  that  they  were  intercepted — Davis,  at 
that  point,  having  come  to  the  determination  to  get  away  with  a  few  men. 

2d.  A  large  portion  of  the  rebel  soldiers,  paroled  at  different  posts  in  the 
south  were  without  arms,  some  saying  that  they  had  thrown  them  away,  others  that 
they  had  left  them  with  their  commands  when  given  furloughs,  &c.  It  is  a 
question  worthy  of  consideration  whether  by  proclamations  of  commanding  officers 
such  arms  should  not  be  ordered  to  be  delivered  up  within  a  certain  limited 

Eeriod,  as  I  am  satisfied  that  in  most  cases  these  men  have  their  arms  at  their 
omes. 
3d.  I  desire  to  recommend  for  honorable  mention  and  promotion  the  following 
officers  of  my  command,  to  wit : 

In  the  fifteenth  Pennsylvania  cavalry, — Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles  M.  Betts, 
commanding  regiment,  for  gallant  conduct  in  charging  and  capturing  a  South 
I  Carolina  battalion  of  cavalry,  with  its  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

I  Johnson,  in  front  of  Greensboro',  on  the  morning  of  April  11,  1865;  also  for 

thoroughly  preserving  the  discipline  of  his  regiment  on  an  active  campaign, 
during  which  the  troops  were  compelled  to  live  exclusively  on  the  country 
Adjutant  Josiah  C.  Reiff,  for  gallantry  in  the  above-mentioned  charge  in  front 
of  Greensboro',  in  which  he  wounded  with  the  sabre  and  captured  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Johnson,  commanding  battalion  of  sixth  South  Carolina  cavalry ;  abo 
for  skill  an(^  success  throughout  the  campaign  in  getting  acquainted  with  and  in 
clearly  reporting  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Major  William  Wagner,  for 
skill  and  good  conduct  in  having  with  his  battalion  of  two  hundred  and  fiftj 
men  destroyed  the  Virginia  railroad  from  thirty  miles  east  of  Christiansburg  to 
within  three  miles  of  Lynchburg,  and  thence  succeeding;  in  withdrawing  his 
command,  in  the  face  of  a  superior  force  with  the  loss  of  but  one  man,  and  io 
joining  his  regiment  at  Statesville,  North  Carolina.  Major  A.  B.  Garner,  for 
gallantry  and  skill  in  having,  with  his  battalion  of  one  hundred  men,  destrojed 
the  railroad  bridge  over  Reedy  fork,  between  Danville  and  Greensboro*,  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  April,  evading  superior  forces  of  the  enemy.  Captain 
Adam  Kramer,  for  skill  and  gallantry  in  having  destroyed  the  important  railroad 
bridge  over  Deep  river,  between  Greensboro'  and  Salisbury,  on  the  morning  of  April 
11th;  also  for  destroying  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  and 
railroad  trains,  with  their  contents,  first  defeating  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy. 
Sergeant  Selden  L.  Wilson,  for  skill  and  gallantry  in  having  with  ten  men 
destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  over  South  Buffalo  creek,  within  a  few  miles  south 
of  Greensboro',  driving  off  the  guard. 

In  the  twelfth  Ohio  cavalry, — Lieutenant  Colonel  Bentley,  for  meritorious 
conduct  and  gallantry  throughout  the  campaign  for  keeping  his  regiment  at  all 
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times  efficient  and  under  good  discipline.  I  earnestly  recommend  his  promotion. 
He  is  entirely  competent  to  command  a  brigade.  Major  Moderwell,  for  gallantry 
and  skill  in  having  with  his  battalion  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  destroyed  the 
large  covered  railroad  bridge,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty -seven  feet  long, 
over  the  Catawba  river,  south  of  Charlotte,  passing  around  a  cavalry  force  sent 
out  to  delay  him,  and  capturing  the  garrison  of  sixty  men  at  the  bridge,  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery ;  also  for  successfully  withdrawing  his  command  in  the 
face  of  a  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  under  General  Ferguson,  which  reached  the 
bridge  from  Charlotte  before  Major  Moderwell  left  it,  but  too  late  to  save  any 
part  of  it.  Captain  Hunter,  for  spirit  and  efficiency  as  an  officer  shown 
throughout  the  campaign. 

In  the  tenth  Michigan  cavalry. — Colonel  L.  S.  Trowbridge,  for  skill  and 
gallantry  in  resisting  the  attack  of  Ferguson's  brigade  upon  his  regiment  ne^ur 
Liexington,  North  Carolina,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  April,  inflicting  a 
loss  of  sixty  in  killed  and  wounded  upon  the  enemy,  his  own  loss  being  trivial. 
The  gallant  resistance  thus  made  protected  and  covered  the  detachments  of  my 
brigade  which  were  destroying  the  railroad  at  High  Point,  Deep  river,  and 
elsewhere ;  also  for  efficiency  as  a  commanding  officer  in  steadily  improving  the 
discipline  of  his  regiment  from  the  time  of  its  entering  North  Carolina.  Major 
Siandish,  for  gallantry  on  the  occasion  of  the  attack  of  Ferguson's  brigade  near 
Lexington,  North  Carolina,  and  for  general  efficiency  as   an  officer  shown 

throughout  the  campaign.     Captain ,  for  skill  and  gallantry 

in  having  with  his  squadron,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  April,  ciiptured 
the  post  of  High  Point,  on  the  railroad  between  Greensboro*  and  Salisbury, 
destroying  the  track,  telegraph,  and  a  large  quantity  of  supplies  and  railroad 
trains  loaded  with  quartermaster  stores. 

I  also  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  for  faithful  and  efficient  service,  through- 
out the  campaign,  to  all  the  officers  of  my  staff,  but  especially  to  Captain  Henry 
McAllester,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  to  Lieutenant  Charles  8. 
Hinchman,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  the  last  for  activity  and  success  in 
keeping  his  brigade  at  all  times  well  supplied  with  rations  from  the  country  in 
the  authorized  manner,  thus  preventing  to  a  great  extent  irregular  foraging. 

I  am,  major,  yours  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  J.  PALMER, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  Commanding  Division. 
Major  Bascom, 

Asst,  Adjt,  General,  Headquarters  Dist,  of  East  Tennessee. 

Since  the  date  of  mv  last  official  report,  (June  1,  1865,)  my  command  has 
gradually  been  reduced  to  a  very  small  force,  barely  sufficient  to  guard  the 
public  property  left  to  its  care.  In  June,  1865,  the  4th  army  corps,  concentrated 
about  Nashville,  was,  by  direction  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  sent  to  New 
Orleans  to  report  to  Major  General  Sheridan.  The  14th  and  20th  army  corps, 
formerly  of  my  command,  but  which  had  been  detached  to  form  part  of  the 
column  which  marched  with  General  Sherman  from  Atlanta,  were  at  Louisville 
preparing  for  muster  out  of  service,  when  the  4th  corps  was  sent  to  New  Orleans. 
When  mustered  out  the  14th  and  20th  corps  showed  a  strength  of  fifty-seven 
thousand  five  hundred  and  four  (57,504)  commissioned  officers  and  enlisted  men. 
The  cavalry  command  has  been  similarly  disposed  of.    . 

On  the  20th  June,  1865,  I  assumed  command  of  the  military  division  of  the 
Tennessee,  comprising  the  department  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, and  Florida;  subsequently  Florida  was  taken  out  and  Mississippi  added. 
I'he  work  of  reducing  the  millitary  establishments  within  my  command  was 
vigorously  carried  out,  so  that  by  the  1st  of  February,  1866,  the  effective  force  . 
in  the  five  States  embraced  in  my  command  amounted  to  but  twenty  tho>aa«»^^ 


insUmcep  a  handsome  retnm  of  the  onginal  iuTestments  bj  the 
work  of  reduction  is  still  goin«r  on. 

I  am.  5:r,  verr  respectfuIJv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H. 
M'ljor  Gtn^al  Unit 
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